
~'\l,.. 
. 

...... , .. 
I J.. 

HEAD'J)ART:a&S, 704TH TANK DESTROYER BAT'l'ALleN 

APO 403, us Arrq 
22 lla.rch 1945 

SUBJ~T: . After Action Heport tor 1 January- 1945 to 31 Janu&l"1 1945. 

TO Adjutant General, ~'/ar Department, Nashington, 25, D. C. 

On 1 J 8I'luary 1945 the battalion (-) was at Radelange, B elgiUIIL, "A" Co 
was at Hompre attached to CCA, 4th Annored Division. "B" Co at Brunon attached 
to CCB and "C" Co (-) at R..ovil1e attached to RC. One platoon .t "c" Co was 
attached to the 25th Cavalry Squar~on at Hompre. The mission of the battalion 
(-) with attached tro,)PS consisting of elsnents of the 188th Engineer Battalion 
and 24th Armored Engineer Battalion waS to screen the area around Division 
Headquarters, 4th Armored Division. Reconnaissance Company (-) was at Warnach 
and was eneaged in screening the right flank of the division. 

On 3 January 1945, "G" Co minus one platoon was a tached to the lOlst 

Airborne Division at Bastogne and "C" Co moved eleven miles to Savy. These 

positions rsnained th e same with "C" Co supporting local attacks m.ade by the 

101st Airborne Division until 9 January 1945. .,ihen "B" Co minus one platoon 

was also a~tached to the 101st Airborne Division and went into position HE 

of Ba.togne. 


On 11 JAJluary 1945, "C" and "B" CompallYls were relieved fran attachment 
to lolst Airborne Division and ',vere attac: hed to RC and CCI, 4th Armored Division 
respectively. The battalion (-) "A" and "13" Companies left Bacielange at 1230, 
moved south east 43 miles through Belgium and Luxembourg and closed in billets 
at Volmerange, jo'rance at 173u. The battalion minus "A" and liB" Companies ',;ere 
now attached to RC 4th Annore<i Llivision. "A" Co moving with CCA, was billeted 
at Etange, .:llld "b" Co, moving with CCB was bilieted at Itzig. 'I'he division 
was now in reserve :llld during the period 11 JaIllary to 18 January 1945, a 
schedule of training of reinforcements, maintenance, and as much recreation 
and rest as possible was put into effect. On 14 January 1945, "A" Co moved to 
Zoufftgen and "B" Co to Be.. tt!lllbourr, both in Luxallbourg. 

em 18 January 1945, the bat t:.lion was attached to XX r.orps reserve and 
furl her att .... cbid to. Fourth Tank Destroyer Broup. On 19 January, the battalion 
left its billets at 07)0 and moved 28 miles E to Bouzonville closing at 1100. 
The battalion minus "A" and "B" and "C" Companies was billeted at bouzonville. 
"A" Co was billeted at Brettanch, "B" Co at Vandreching, and "C" Co at Anzeling. 
At 1430, 19 January 1945, "B" Co moved 1.,0 the vicinity of St Avold in support 
of the Fifth Ranger Battalion closing at 1700. 
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After ;'ction Re!X>rt for 1 January 1945 to 31 January 1945. Cont'd. 

On 20 January 1945, "A" Co moved to an assembly area at Halstroff in 
su!-,port of 3Clst Infantry H.eg:iJnent. On 21 January 1945, "A" Co CP and 1st platoon 
moved to .waldwisse, the 2nd platoon to ObernaUDlen, and the Jrd platoon to BushdDrf, 
still in sup!Jort of t.he 3\.lst Infantry Begiment. 

These positions remained the same until 24 January 1945. ()1 23 January, 
the battalion was relieved its then 8i. tachment and attached to the 94th Infantry 
Division. "B" Co moved N joining the battalion at Bouzonville on the morning 
of 24 January and at 1205 the battalion minus "A" Co IIlOVed out. The battalion 
moved 28 miles N and the battalion (-) closed in billets at ())erper1, Germany 
at 1530. IIBII Co was billeted in Besch with one platoon in position at Nenning 
and one platoon in position at Weiss. IIC" Co WaS billeted at Oberper1 with one 
platoon in positiun at Tettingen ~d one platoon in position at Wochern. These 
positions rsained substantially the SBIlle until the erul of ....he JaOnth. 

lAlring the month Captain LaJDb was transferred out of the battalion. 
Captain Wilson, Lialtenant Leonard, and Lieutenant Dought.y were wounded and 
evacuated. Captain Buchanan returned to duty from LilA and two officer reinforce­
ments, Lt. llc Keown and Lt. katheson were received. 

One Silver .:;)tar and seven Bronze stars were awarded to Officers and Wiated­
AIM during the month. 

Three officers and eight .ll were wounded during the month. 

Reinforcements received were: Two officers and fifty-aix _. 

January 


Strength as of 31 UI"U 1946 was: 


OFFIcms 'NO INLISTKD y! 
35 r 553 

For the C~cling orficer: 

w:.tI'~ f ¢...-
IlLLlAM L. lLlN.l!; 
2nd Lt., F. (TD) 
AdjutaDt 
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APO 654, U.S. Army 
3 ~'ebruary 1945 

L.... .l."l'....LION :il.:;·.rt)l~Y ... '704th Tank Dastroyer--l3e.ttallon, 1 Janua . 

to 31 JanuRry 1945 


l"n 1 Jnllu'll~Y 1945 the battalion (-) wns 'at Hadelange, Belgium, 
., ...." C0'1"V'ny \'If'S :1t i .. omnre attaohed to Combat Command "A", 4th Ar­
M0!'f>(' illv1 sion, "13" Compeny at BrtUlOn attaohed to Oombttt COl'llD8nd 
,n" ('n~ "C" vomT'''lny (-) at .ttemoivi11e attaohed to Reserve Oommand. 
t·~~ 1)1~1 toen (\f "C" COJ'l\Mny was attaohed to the 25th uavalry Squa4~ 
",In rt .~O!'1'~:re. l'he mission of the battalion (-) with attaohed 
trool'~ oon~istill'(! of' eleittents of the l;~:")th J!;l1~iIH-;er Battalion and 
~ht1\ , ... .,...,('Irer. ~!l":ineer Battft1ion wns to SO 1'0en' the area' around I 

vi vlro i ('In ...~ en nI: uArters, 4th ArmOl'ed Divj ~ ion. l\ooolUlnissanoe Com­
T'l"n~" (-) "'H~ u t .. a)'nfl,ch and \'/RS' enp:a.,,:od in sOl"eening' the right 
l'l"nk OJ' the dtvision. 

()~ 3 Jl)nn:'1':r 1945, "C" 0omn~ny r,tinns one platoon was attaoh­
8(1 to th.O 101::; t .A:lrborn~ .. )ivis "ion f-l t llnsto(:ne nnd "0" Company moved 
pJ even niles to ;:)f.lVV. ·..I.'hflSe 1)(1siti0ns rel:lUined the same with "u" 
C()'1\~,n nv S'l1'T'DO::'t in.~ 10cnl :l ttacks LlUde bv t~le lOlst Airborne Divi­
~~on 'l":nt.il (1 Jnn\lf\1';,r l0h~;, when "Bn uomn.C\n.v 111i11\18 one nlntQQn \vas 
t"_~('1 :'tt:~cl'.G(: t(~ ti1.8 lOlst j:;,i1'bp.l.'ue Uivi~ion a.nd went "lnto posi­
t:i em, northf'''1~t of .0:'l.stoGne. 

l.'!l 11 J:l~m:11;.r 1 01.:., "C" and "l)" uom')I~llies \\'C1'e relievet1 :from 
:' 1, t~C\l" ':t. to 101st _\i "'br::.'!:(' iJivisi(~n una were u t.tacl1ed to lteserve 
vC'l-'.·'.:'~1C :'n(~ Cr"'r:lt Coru'l.."1nd "n" I,th ,A~'i:lo:,,'ed DhrisiOll respectively • 
..'~l~ l",tt;;Ji(\l1 :.linus ",A" ~nd "'3" CO::l~"al'.iHS hH't l\al.i.e1ange at 1230, 

,)Ven S('"~t:l e[l~t 42 111i1es tl1rO'l:·-:h l.iel·... imn and l..uxelUbourp: ~lnd c1aSed 
:in :dllc~ts :It ~r"'1":(,1~n;u,:et :r'l':'U1Cf' at 173l). ·J.'he b~,-ttalion minus ttA" 
r>"1r~ ",!I COlT':' n ies "..:ere : ,0\',' ~\ tt:1Cded to J.\e~Cl've vO!m;tand 4th Armored 
Ji·vi~ion. ",.1 0o":'v-n;.· ~':ovinf: \,'it', C("qb~.t ~omJ'1B.lld "Att, was billeted 
p.t ':'~·f'n,,:e. :l!lCl URn CO:-i1"l.111~r, nO'''ing ':.itii Conbat ~0:1rl.['.nd ltD" was 
hi 1j (~tec .' t j, t:<::i.-. '.I.1}le CivisiC'l1 W~::J now in l'..:)sorve and during the 
-'('r~('Ir:' 11 ~~'!'.''''::::' to loS .J:;Eu"r~· l~?JJ~ ~\ sC:ledule of training of re­
~:,~(q'ce"l,\'nt~. ,:":.:intcl~:~l:Ce, :-~nc :'.8 ::lUl~:t recreation Gond rest as 
"('~:~ il11f" '\:~1S "ut i.!to et':.:ect. L:n 1L· .JHnuary' 194'5,. "An Gourneny 
",~\rec: t.e -'(' .... ~t. '8;1 :'~ld 11>:11 0o:'1":"!~.· t,.' ..30tte::lbC'ur~o:, both in Luxem­
:..... (.,.~' :-r..... 

ll: l'~ J·':!!'l'..:"r;.· l~)lc~, the b~"C.·~·;:l.i(ln \is,S l'l.ttached to.AX Corps re-
C'.,.,~.(' ·,~-c' ~'",'t",:..r 'c~·. ."J" • . ,.; to 't'l '.-,'~k .\o·-tl''')Vel' ':,r'O\l'" On 19
... • • - -... _ ..... - • - '-' ". "''' l.. ...'-, • ~ \.. \.". ...} ~ ..Irr. ,-, .I. ....." ~ v ~ "" oJ '-' '" ~J. 

~,:, ~, .. ",. 1 '1 ~. t::e be,~, tnl~ (111 le:'t ::. t~ 'ui_~lets 8. t 0710 nnd moved 28 
"~,,..,c,......... ...; ....'vt-. tL" · ". .-....... c1",.::,''''-__ I... 110" ;~'e....... b Q t'ta1l'on... Ill"nus, ~ ..."'~'r-O··'v~)l"..... .. .1." .,,'- v.._"", __ \,. ..... ... ,,-, ",A,1I 

H r' r':,:f "":;11 ';C'·'l·'~','1ies \::~s :'il1cteli ~l.'t :;':'ou~('nville, nAn Company was 
"'i 1 lCo'f't,"l':: \.., \I . ··t -,'~'·'1-·'···'''C;~~ , II':,!' /'0'''''':''''''v..... 1,..,.,.' v ' .... _ , .... ~.L.L ~ , nnd Ill'"..., ,·,om~"\"'ny'"- . ""'..... ......... .. _ ..... t.; ""':1l~"'''C:' ';n~
. -. " It.... .. '-' v .1 IU 

qt. .1':~'L!:.c- • ...t lJ.~\~ 1,' ':::l;'U~l;'- l,:~)t;, "..:'." COi·l·":.~n~· ::oved to the vi­
c' :'~.t.,. 0'.:' ,.)t •.·~yo1r :.:: sU-'~'(')rt of I:\t:l .. .r::,.:l:~er l3~:.tt:llion c10sine at I 
l~·\',~. \' 
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Page 2, Battalion His~o17, ' 704th '~.D. Bn., (Cont t d) , 

On 20 January 1945, "A" Company moved to an assembly area at 
Halstrot1' in support ot )01st Intantry Regiment. On 21 January • 
1945, "A" Company OP and 1st platoon moved to Waldwisse, the 2nd 
platoon to obernauaenf and the )rd i'l#toon to Bushdorf, ,still in 
support of the )Olst ntantry Regiment. 

These positions remained the same until 24 January 1945. On 
23 January, the battalion was relieved its then attacpment and 
attaohed to the 94th, IntantryDiv1sion. ".B" Company moved north· 
joining the battalion at Bouzonv1lle on the ~orning of 24 January
and at 1205 the battalion minus "A" Com~ny moved out. The batt ­
a110a moved 28 miles north and the battalion (-) closed in bill ­
ets at Oberperl, Germany at 1530. "B" Company was billeted in 
Besoh with one platoon in position at Nenning and one platoon :tn 
position at Weiss. "U" Company wes billeted atOberperl with one 

. platoon in position at Tettin~en and one ~atoon in .position at 
Woohern. ~heBe positions remained substantially the same until 
the end of the month. . 

DuriDF the month Cantain Lamb was transferred out of the 

])*ttfl1ion. gAptain~V11son, J..ieutE:nant Leonard, and Lieutenant 

Dourhty were wounded and evacuated. Cantain Buchanan returned 

to d~ty from LV/A and two officer reinforcen~nts, Lt. Mc Keown 

pnd Lt. h~th~son were received. 


One ;;;1.1ver Star and seven bronze ;;;te.rs were awarded to 

Officers nnd ~nlisted ~en during the month. 


'J.'h.ree offioers and eight enlisted men Viere wounded during the 
month. 

Heinforcements rec"eived wel'e: Two ot"ficers and t"ifty-six en­
listed men. 

Stren~th [' s of 31 Decenber 1944 Vias: 

Off. ,iO
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.i/o-::- the COm:Ja.nding Cfficer: 

J;h-E~jiiri .4 

Capt., Cav.
la Adjutant 
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