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l. ENEMNY -

a. The Battalion crossed the RHINE River in the early morning
of 1 April and moved throuszh to the Ninth US Army left flank with
the 1lth Cavalry Grou» to 8creen between the Secord British Army
and the 5th US Armored Division. For the first time since being
committed on 5 Jovember 1944, the Pattalion met no major unit
as such 1n an advance, reaching the EL3E River against only
scattered resistance. In the midéle & the period, however, it
was recalled to reinforcc the 5th US A.~mored Divislon when the
XIII Corps Headquarters and rear arcas and the MSR were threcaten-
ed by the sudden eppearancs of the short-lived (13 daye) Von
Clousewlitz Division, hastily formed from units of the Feldherrn-
halle, 86 Viking and Grossdeutschland Divisions and eperating
urder the XMXIX Panger Corps.

Be During the period, members of the vaunted Wehrmacht appear-
€d finally to have seen the light axd the sight of a lonely Jeep
caused men from 15 to 58 years of age--Army, Navy, and Marine--=to
surrender. Wehrkreise VI, XI and III were well reprecented by
the administrative, replacement and training units, a8 well as
small battle groups, commanded by SS men, the Home Guard, air
field staffs, AAA anmd searchlipght batteries, amd convelescents.
Even an artillery regiment devoted to the launching of V-28 supp
Plied PWs. The more important units recorded were as follows:

15th Reconnalssance .Battallon

6th Artillery Replacement Battalion
3rd Parachute Regiment

64th Panzer Grenmadier Regiment
éog;g Anti-Tank Battallion
111 Regiment
von &{2 €{¥z

Usew Dlvislon

¢y Intensive and minute gearching amd scre<ning was the order
of the day, as the neriod ended, with stragglers, deserters, amd
would~be evaders in civilian clothes being rournded up and materials,
material and buried weapons being uncovered in yards, buildings,
forests, and fielde.

ds Tnemy killed amd captured and enemy equipment destroyed
and /or ceptured duriqg the period follow.

Killed: 40 EE

Prisoners of Wars 12 oOff, 8;6 EM (many unreported)
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2., OWN SITUATION
a. See—-gwesiay Not Applicable. RES l

B. BSee-Overiay Not Applicable. ‘ ““;‘. ,

c. BSee-6veriey Not Appllicable. o

At opening of perlod entire Bn was enroute from bivouac 1in

KREFELD to assembly arca in vic DARUP, Germany. Route of March
was: ST. TONIS, KEMPEYN, ALDTRKERK, NIEWKIRK, SEVELEN, ISSUNM,
WESSEL, -BRUNTN, RAESTELD, ERLE, LEMBTCK, WESSERDORF, KL. RLHEN,
GR. REXKEN, LTTTE, assembly area vic DARUP. The head of the colum
reached WESSEL on.l April at 0445, amd lead vehicle crossed the
RYINT at O445. Entire column had cleared the RHINE by 0600.
Due to congested traffic conditione, column was held up for
several hours in vic ERLE and LTI'BICK. Assembly area was reached
by 1400 and new CP opened in vic 698702 (sheet Pl). 411 Co. Were
closed in assembly area by 1600. Co. CP's were as follows:

Hq. 738720

Ren. 733702
A 721700 (P1)
B - T28695
C 728698

As of 1630 on the same day, Co's 4 ard B were attached (VOCO)
to the 36th and 44th Cav. Squadrons respectively.

CO's of Gompanies 4 and B contacted Sq. Commander to whom
théir unit was attached, for further instructions.

36th Cav. Sq. prepared to move out on night of 1 April, with
mission of screening XIII Corps left flank to N of MUNSTER.

Z6th Cav. Sq. with Co. 4, 771 TD Bn. attached moved out of
assembly arez at 2030 on 1 April. Co. A CP was established in
vic 031651 in vic VOGSL. 3rd Plat established road blocks 1n
area between 847787 to 889785 (sheet F2).

Co. B was to move out during early morhing of 2 April in
support of 44th Cav. Sq.

Gpr. and Bn CP's were to move 2 April providing MUNSTER was
cleared. » ’

Quartering party from Gp ard Bn. Hg. left at 1000 on 2 April
to secure billets in vic TELGTE (sheet P2).

As of 021200 April 1945, the status of M-36's in the Bn was

as follows: Co. A 11 Destroyers operational
Co. B 11 " "
Co. ¢ 11 " "

Lt. Fackler (assist. S5-2, acting Liaison Officer) left Bn.

CP at 1300 to contact Co. A, whose CP had been reported at 031651.

Orders were received at 1700 on 2 April 1945 to remain in
Present locatione. The town of TELGTE and vic had not been taken
and ‘cleared.

Co B had not left asserbly area at tire planned; but d1d move
out at 1300 on 2 April 1945. 4s of 022000 april, they had
established CP in vic HOHENHOLTE at 8178 (sheet P2). Inforcation
was receilved from questioning of displaced persons that there were
organized groups of SS troops in vic of HOHENHCLTE. This was
sent to Co B. _

Co C during thls period rerained under Bn. control to act as
arca security for both 11lth Cav. Gp. Hq. ard 771 TD Bn. HqQ. One
(1) Rcn plat was attached to each firing Co.

No further word was received fron Co's A or B; or from Lt.
7ackler (Lialson Officer) who had been sent out to contact CoO A
It wae declded to leave Rear €och. in NOTTULN until CP had been
estoblished. One (1) plat, Co C was left aB security.

Verbal orders from CO 1llth Cav SqQ were received at Bn. Hq. on
3 April at 0900 to change CP locations. Route of rnarch was as
follows: NOTTULN, HAVIXBTCK, ALTTINBERGE, GREVZIN, SCHMEDEHAUSEN,
OSTBEVIRN, During the previous evening Capt. Clarke and Capt. /’
Ven Taesel hed covered a portion of the rdute as far as GREVEN
to asoertain whether or not the bridge at GREVEN was stlll in over
the Ers Canal., Thelr reconnaissance disclosed two destroyed
enery tenks in vie 795775, which were blocking the roed.
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Inforration was received that these tanks had been removed
80 column could nroceed to destination with no change in planned
route. When column recached this point, the tenks were fournd to
be blocking the road; reconnaissance was rade and an alternate
route. was chosen. Column reached GREVIN at 1200,

The GREVEN bridge was in British controlled zon€e. British
troops amd convoys were crossing when Bn colurn arrived; and even
though the Bn. was previously given to understand that clearance
for the Bn's crossing had been secured, the British refused
permission to cross over the Ers Canal by the GREIVEN bridge. CO
of 771 TD Bn visited British Corps ¥wd Hq to obtaln permission
to cross, However, Briticsh Corps Hq. saild that they had previouse-
ly informed XIII Corps Hq. that it would be necessary to stop
American traffic on the Greven Bridge. They called and talked
with a Maj. Sessiom8 of XIII Corps Hq., who instructed the unit
to return am cross the Ems Canal to the south of MUNSTER. 4 Lt.
Colcnel witzgerald, Brit. Provost Marshall remdered the above
inforration to the Bn Comrander. A4t thils time the Bn. could not
contact the 1lth Cav Gp by any means.

Bn, CO decided unit would return to vic of HAVIXBECK and re-
main there pending orders from CC 1llth Cav Gp. Enroute back to
HAVIXBICK the Bn. CO received radio call from Bn. Liaison officer
with 11th Cav Gp steting that CO 11lth Cav Gp wanted the reralnder
of the Bn., to rroceed by qulclest nossible route without any
_ further delay to vic OSTBTVIRN. Route decilded upon was HAVIX-

- BTCK, TIL3ZICK, BOSTSENSELL, STNDEN, AMELEBUREN, HILTRUP. Rcn Co.
CO was given misclon of reconnolitering for bridges crossing Ems
Canal to south of MUNSTER. He was to report to Bn. CQO in vic
HILTRUP, Remrainder of route of rarch was to be decided upon after
canal had been crossed,

When main column reached junction at 871636 (sheet P2) at 1600,
traffic congestion prevented further movement. The bridge croassing
the Canal at this point was controlled by 5th Armored Div. amd
wag being used at the tire by the supply trains of that Div.
Column wes halted for two hours. Rcn elements were located in vic
HILTRUP, as was Lt. Tackler (Liaison officer who had been sent
out previous morning to contact Co A. He was ordered to return
"to the Bn CP with the Rene Co. COe 3n CO returned to point where
colurn was halted and the bridge at 871636 being cleared at the
time, 1t was declided that column would be allowed to cross. M=36
Destroyers of Co. C Wwere running very low on gas at this point.

4 messenger was dispatched to the rear echelon to tring needed

gas supplies to OTTMNARSBOCHOLT; where 3n. colunn was to halt for
resupply. OTTMARSBOCHOLT was reached by 1900, Lt. Knight was sent
out at this »noint to endeavor to contact Liaison Officer with

11th Cav @pe Radio contact was established between the two
liaision officers and when situation waes explained to the CO 1llth
Cav Gp, he ordered the Bn. to remain in place until a definite -~ :
route and time were given. 41l arcas in vic OSTBEVERN, it was
stated, had not been cleared.

One half-track (Capt. Paddock, the Bn. S-~2) had been left in
GREVEN to erdeavor to establish contact with 1l1lth Cav Gp. He
could not do so, armd returnéd to Bn. CP in OTTMARSBOCHOLT at
2230. CP was established at 867583. Bn. Hq., Ren Co HQe, ReCn.
Pioneer Plat, am two (2) firing plats of Co C were billeted in
this area for the night of 3 4pril and morning 4 april 194S.

At 0900 on April 4 wor® was received from 1lth Cav Gp that
Bn was to proceed to OSTBEVERN immediately. Route of march as
Oealgnated was: DAVINSBTIRG, ASCHEBERGE, RINKERODE, ABERALOH,
WOLBECK, ALVERSKIRCHEIN, EVERSWINKEL, OSTBEVERN; crossing Ems River
to be made 1n vic 112750 (sheet P2), When column reached
BUERSWINKEL, radio contact was established with Capt. Van Taasel,
liaison officer with 1l1lth Cav Gp, who informed Bn that only bridge,gL
sultable for croseing was one to the east of WARENDORF., Column
;gg;énued to our:tvgsn by way of FREEHENHORST, WARENDCRF, amd

Upon arrival in OBTBEVERN, the CO of Co A was located amd word
received as to sotivities of that unit from 2 April to that time.
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On morning of 2 4pril Co 4 moved without incident to GREVEN
and crossed bridge over ETms Canal. Lost one (1) ¥-36 at 879793
with bturned-out clutch. Upon ap»roaching OSTBZIVTIRN, their
column was halted bty fire coring from woods in vic of and from
the town of OSTBEVERN. Units concerned (including Co. A) Were
ordered to dig in on the outskirts of town and rerain there
during the night of 2 4pril and carly morning of 3 aApril. On
roruing 3 4April the 36th Cav Sq, supnported by Co. 4, assaulted the
town and swept it cleor of the enery. Road blocks were then placed
by Co. 4 end Cav units to cover all possible entrances into the
town. During the afternoon of 3 April Cav Gp Hq. had roved into
town; and established CF.

On 4 April at 0100, 2 number of Ger an foot troops attempted
2 break-thru fror the M and W cntrances to the town. Fire was ®
withheld by Cav armd TD units because both units were expecting
their su»nply trains, enroute fromr GREVEN to OSTBEVERN, and the
Gerran SP's were thought to be part of these treins. Fire was
withheld because positive 1dentification could nct be wade. One
=36 in vic 066827 was destroyed by enemy fire. ¥ire was fourd
to be coming fromw wooded area near LEHRNBROCK and WESTBEVERN.
dnother V=36 w=g also hit by bazooka in same vic as one above, but
not destroyed or rendered unserviceable. Co. A& expenfed 15 rds HE
90mm and succeccded in destroying the following:

6= = 7571 (Ger:an TD) SP
l- - —~Mark IV Chassis Arro Carrier
2= - ~Staff Cars
2~ -~ <Multiple Barrel a4 Guns
27 Gerran soldlers killed amd S0 PAs taken

Co. B during this perlod had continued 3$n support of 44th Cav
Sq. in screcning of XIII Corps left flank. They were covering an
area as far east es GLANDORF. OCne (1) ¥-36 was lost from enemy
razooka fire which landed 1inside the turret « Co0 B captured one
(1) enemy half track and 40 PWs. A4s of 041700 April the Co. CP
was nt 165962 (sheet P2).

Bn Cp as of 041600 April was opened at 073823 (sheet P2). Co.
4 and Co. C in conjunction with 36*h Cav Sq set up perimgeter
defense of town of CSTBEVEIRN. Exgerpy road entrance was blocked with
tanks and TD's. ‘

At 2000 on 4 3pril orders were received that Bn. was to be
prepared to move the following morning at 1000 hrs to vic MELLE.

At 0730 on 5 4pril, orders were received to move; destination
MELLS Closed CP at Q9Q0 and proceeded bty way of WESTENDORF, GLAN--
DORW, JAER, RCTHIVWFELDE, NOLLT, NUVEN, and ALTENWEILLER to MELLE.
Routi gf marc%lwas ch%?ge at D{SSEN tecause nead of column was

v sma arms rE ., olun W
EﬁgﬁTUMngo MELLE. Opened CPcinuv§cC28§éBge?aﬁgeta¥5?fa¥I§%E%'ggd
5 &nrll. At 1500 unit wes alerted for further movexent to the
Bast; destination to be LUBSECKE. wurther developments ard eneny
activity in the area Gp. was then located in rmade it inadwvisable
to move that afternoon.

Orders were received that Gp. and@ Bn would move at 0830 on 6

rril.
A Co's A ax¥d B continued mission of supporting Cev Sq 1in the

screening of XIII Corps left flank from GLANDORP to LUBBECKE to
VINDEN. 4t 2000 hrs on 5 &4pril Co. B nroved out for MINDEN area.

Co. C was s8till in reserve »vd remained with Bn. erd Gp. Hg. Co.

trolled town of IMELLE duri the ours of darkness., During
ghgﬂngtergoon worg was rccelvegpt 0. & had destroyed Beven (7)

rultiple mt. 40mm guns and three (3) rultiple mt 20mm gune.
At 0645 on 6 4pril 1945, order was reccived from 11lth Cav Gp
Hq. to semd out a patrol to vic HIRFORD to look for one (1) 2% torr

and several + ton trucks which hrd becn sent ogi he revious
afternoon to“transport prisoners. Patrol recalle er one (1)

hour beceruse truck end Jeeps had returned to Gp. Hq.

At 0900 the Bn (less 4 and R) left MALLE for LUBBECKE (eheet
N3). Route of march - WITTER, WHERINGDC(R, LAMMAS BRINK,
RODINGHAUSEN, HEDDINGHAUSTY, BLASHTIM, LUBBECKE. CP opened in

® insert at line 18—Se"erawured the town.
. s l"ﬂ‘%‘ A
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LUBRECKE at 1230 on § April. Co. C with attached Rcn plat. set
uo road patrols in the town and established road btlocks at main
roeds into town.

Cent. Clarke, CO Rén Co., called at 1500 and cstated that enemy
foot troops had been located in woods south of LUBBZCKE in vic
605105 (sheet N3). Troop C of 36th Cav Sq, the Rcn plat., anmd
Co. C of 771 TD Pn succeeded in flushing the enemy out of the
woode, 87 PWs were token, -

At this time Co. B was in MINDEN performing road petrols and
setting up road btlocks. Wired 10 rds HT 90mm at suspected
mechine gun neste in vie 816107; directly across the river from
MINDEN, Dectroyed four (4) ruildings in which mashlhe guns were
belleved to have been located.

Co., A had opened CP in BITREN as of 1200, but opened =2 fwd
CP at 1500 in vic SUNDE. Continued suvport of screen on XIII
Corps left flank between MTLLT rvd LUB3%ECKZ.

On 7 Aoril Pn (-) continued outpost amd road block LUBBZCKE,
end Co's A and continued in sumnort of screening misslon by
pleo establishing rond rlock 2nd p2trols.

36th Cav Sq with Co A in su~port =nd@ atteched was to cross
WZiSER River south of MINDIV and to screen XIII Corps left flank
fror MIKDTN to SACHSEUHAGREN,

44¢th Cav 3q with Co B in supnort 2md stteched was to cross
in same vic =nd screen fror SHCHSEUYAGIN to WUNSTCRF. Bn (=)
wes alerted for movement at 1600. Prepared to move out at 2040.
Several postponements due to tr~ffic congestion set Bn departure
to 0430 on 8 4pril. Route of march: TEILHAUSEN, EICHHORST,
DUTZEN, cross W3ISER River in vic 805060, PETZiN, TALLENSEN,
KESPE, MEERBECKEZ to NIEDENJOMRIN., Crossed WISIR River at 0830.

Shortl efo ro s%ngﬁwgs msde coe 1%5? Cav Gp c§E ed fog the
S?BEE¥{r oéo§§m§°fv cSpe vith si?gg§p e Y s¥8nce®8 $otNERC re.
Resistance was overcome without need of Co. C, 80 Co. was ordered
to maintain its plece in column.

Pn ovened CP at 1200 in vic NIEDERNWOHREN at 960182.(shect
N%J Co. C opened in vic 960173. Co. & opened vic 955185. Co. 4
a Co B remained attrched to respective Cav Sqs. 48 of 1530
on 8 April Co., C (less one (1) nlat) was sntteched to 36th Cav
Sqs One (1) mlat wee to remain in vic of Gr and Bn. CP ard
established road blocks.

Per Letter of Instructions #41 dated 8 Avril 191;? issued fr
11th Cav G» Hg, 36th Cav with Corpanies 4 amd C of 771 TD Bn
attached would rove across the Bordensu Bridae over the LEINE
River; cross the same in conjunction with the British, move
south, selze and hold the bridges in vic RICKLINGEN 2rd the
Autobahn; would reconnolter in vic TRISLINGEN amd HORET; would
extend reconnaisslance screen from LEINT river to the East on
XIII Corps left flank. Would continue constant contact with
British on left amd élements XIII Corps on right after the crossing
of the river. 44th Sq with Co. B 771 TD Bn attached would screen
XIII Corps left flank from NISTDTRNWOHREIN to LEINE River (exclu-
eive) continue liaison and contect with PEritish on left amd
84th Inf Div on right.

4t 1910 report wes received that one (1) V=36 fror Co. B had
been knocked out in vic 202272 from direct fire from en enemy
SP gun. 12rds HE snd 6 rds APC were expended on fleeing SP gune.

Early during the morning of 9 april, two (2) ressengers
returned to ®Bn CF with word that an artillery shell had struck
the CP of Co, A in vic RORDENaU. Omne (1) officer Co. C wase

killed and two (2& officers (includi CO) were injured, Several
merbers of A Co. CT Were injured at the same time. Capt.

Beaver (CO Co. C) was renlaced bty Capt. Van Taseel.

Word was received frorm 1llth Cav Gp at 0900 on 9 April that
as of 101000 April, the Bn (less one (1 Co.) was to revert to
onerationnal control of 1028 Inf Div. »

Bn CO and B-3 vielted CF of 1028 Inf Div in WEZRTHER. Recelved
instructions to 2sserble En (=) acrose the LEINE River in vic
OSTERWIALD and proceed with ~aintenance arnd rehebllitation before

returning to Div for further operations.
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During day of 9 Apnril1945, Co. C expended 2 gl 4 S%A*~~
14 rds BE 90mm on direct fire at enemy tanks. s )
CP at NITDERWWOHREN closed et 1430 and was scheduled to open
in HORNEC]ST; bhut destination wes changed to WUNSTORF. CP weg -t-
opened in vic 162265 (sheet N4) =t 155% on 9 aApril 1945,
Renort was received that GCo. B had destroyed one (1) enemy
tank in vic 316300 (sheet N4).
On 101000 4pril Bn (less one (1) Go. with attached Ren plat)

reyerted to 1028 Inf Div control as greviously instructed, Bn
(~) closed CP in WUNSTORF and proceeded to cross‘L?INE River.

Opened CP in vic 271314 (sheet M4) =2t 1130 hrs. , :

Co. C asserbled in vic HEITLINGEN with CP at 280320 (sheet F4)
Coe 4 assextled in vic WRITLENGEN. All units emberked on a prograr
of meintenance and rehnblilitaetion.

Report from Co. B thet enemy artillery fire in vic of CP at

444352 had disabled two (2) 24 ton trucks,

Bn (less one (1) Co. (B Coé) and sttached Ren plat) remained in
acsermbly ares merforming. maintenance and refitting on 11 april.
However on 1l Aoril orders were recelved from 1028 Inf Div that
Bn (~) wes to move southwest of HANNOVER to vic RONNENBERG amnd
Join Div 1in that srea, ‘ -

Cn 12 Anril at 0900 word was received that Bn would not joln
the Div in CNNENBZRG, but at LTHRTE. (sheet N4) Co. C was to
join the 406th RCT as it »eseed thru FANNOVER.(sheet N4). Co. A
was to join 405th as it »aseed in vie GRa3DCR¥. Co. B was to
remain with 11th Cav Gp. Route of march for Bn (~) wes as follows:
OSTRIWALD, HAW'OVTIR, aNDIRTEN, HCYiIR, 4HEITEN, LEHRTE.,

CP opened in LEHRITT at 523214 at 1230.

Co. A Joined 405 RCT in vic LIHRTI: Co. C joined 406th RCT
as planned., As of 1RO0 Co. A wee disnosed as follows: CF at
819278; A=l in vic RITHEN; A-2 in vic ROTGESBUTTEL; aA-3 vio
MTINE: all plets were mrenared to continue the edvance in the
zone of the 405th.

Co. C closéd in viec GIPHORN at 1900; prepared to continue ad~
vance to the ¥ nmd € in the zone of the 406th.

4s of 0930 on 13 Arril, Bn CI' closed in LHRTE eand opened in
GITHCRN.

Word received that one (1) M~36 from Co. C had broken bridge
in vic HILIRSE; M-36 was partially submerged; two (2) men killed;
three (3) wen injured, One (1) 4 Co. M~36 caught fire in vic
827235, Completely burned.

Cos C roved forward in its zone in Bunport of 406th RCT to vio
KCBBELITZ (sheet NS5). ‘

Co. 4 TOVEA forward in its zone in Bupport of 405th RCT to
vic KOCKTE and PECKWITZ (sheet NS).

Bn CP opened in vic WENZE (eheet NS) at 1800, Colurn endea-
vored to crosg the WISER-TLBE Canal in several places, succeeded
in doing 80 1ln vic 230365 (sheet NS5). T~2 (recovery vehiocle)
broke bridge at 255360 an® had to be left there unde¢r guard.

a8 of 1900 Co. C had one (1) plat attached to a tesk force
Bet up by S5th arrored Div. 3ilso received word at this time that
Co., C had two (2) M=368 unoperational in vio ZE%E ME¥ due to
lack of Pboggie wheels. Co. C CP opened in vie B (sheet NS).

No word was received from Co. B. 1 v

Bn. closed CF in vic WENZE (sheet NS) and opened vio BISMARK
(sheet N6) in vic 588585 =t 1200 on 14 anril 1945, Route of
march was WENZE; IFTIGLIREN; IECKFITZ; JEGGAME: mswan
SCHWIESAU; ZICHFAU; GR. TNGIRSEN; CHLBE; NEUENDORF; :
TaRITZ; BIIVARK, *

The Bn CO decided to continue to vic STENDLAL and establish OP
there. CP was closed in RISMARK at 1330 hrs ard opened in
STEND4L 788528)(§geet NGI at 1530 hrs. |

Co. C completed at this time , was assembling in vic OSTERBERG.

Co. & CP emd second plat. was in vic GARDELZGEN (sheet N6)
and 1lst plat. in vic STENDAL; 3rd plat. in vic BORSTEL.

On 15 ipril Co. A CI ~oved to vic STENDAL. Sec. Flat. re-
mained in vic GARDELYGEN. Orders wWere ceived that Bn (~) was to
initiate a rigid prograr of maintenance smd rehabilitation in

e e B
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preparation for »lanned crossing of ELBE in the future.

On Arril 16, 3n Liaisdn officer with 1024 Div arty brought
information that Co. & would come urder operational control
of 379th FA Bn and Co. C under 380th ¥) Bn. <CO's of Cos 4 amd C
were to contact CO's of 379th ¥a Bn and 380th ¥4 Bn, eand were
to be in positlion to render supporting fires on night of 18

Comnaniee & and C were also instructed to reconnoiter for
direct fire rositions in sumnort of a nrobable river crossing by
the 1024 Inf Div.

Cos & ™laced one (1) rlat in indirect fire position in vic
831517 by 1900 on 16 arril in preparation to support fires of
1028 Div Arty. Co. 4 had one (1) plat in BORSTEL and one (1)
in vie GARDELEGEN. )

* Word was received from Co. B that Co. had assembled in viec
ARENDSEE (sheet M6). One plat was on west side of lake and one
on east side of lake.

Coe C remained asserbled in vic OSTERBERG (sheet N6).

On 17 a»ril Co. C reconnoitered for both direct and indirect
fire positions in assigned sector. (see overlay #2). There was
no ohange in any locations as of 1701 on 17 a»ril 194S5.

At 1800 on 17 april, call from XIII Corps ordered Bn. to
rove out in support of Sth Armored Div. Bn (lecs one (1) Co.)
wag to be attached operationally to S5th Armored Div for moppinge-
up operations. Co. C wes to join CCE (Sth armd Div) at TANGELN;
Coe 4 to jJoin CCR in vic BRUNAU. Remainder aof Bn to rroceed to
area vio STOCKHZIM. Route of march: STENDAL; BISMARK; BRUNAU;
CHEINITZ; ROHRBIRG; STOCKHEIM (sheet N5). Br. CP closed in
STENDAL as of 2300 on 17 aApril and opened vic STOCKHEIM at 0630
on 18 April. Miasion as assigned Bn. was to gudport Sth armd Div
in preventing attacks on north flank of XIII Corps. .

Co. & was located. vic WINTERFELD (sheet N5), temporarilly

Coe C waBs located in vioc AHLUM (sheet N5).

Coe B sent word that Co. was d1sposed as follows: CF anmd
3rd Plat, at 530827, 2nd plat. at 517851 an? 1st Flat in SALZWE~
DEL (M-5).

411 corpanies had established road .blocks and sent out area
ratrols, Cos C placed 3rd plat. in vic HANUM (sheet N5) to
road block and outpost the town in conjunction with the
krmored Inf, The rema;ndcr of Co., C performed the same mission
in vi@ AHLW (Bheet N5, v ‘

" Recelved word from Co, A that entire CO.lhad roved a8 of 1520
;2§zig 345765 (M5). 1lst Flat. Co. 4 moved at 2000 to vic

. Yo ‘ ‘

On 19 April 1945 Co, 0 placed 2nd plat. in vic MELLIN (sheet
NS) to estahiish road blocks, 3rd plat remained at HANUM per-
foreing same misgion. |

Co: B remaived in position as indicated abowe,

GO A~=CP, 214 Tlat, and 3rd nlat in vic 45765 (eheet MS),
1st Plat, was left in position at 245645, - | L '
© Om dn during bhe npight of 18th april amd morning ‘of 19th
April, 3™ plat, Co. 0 in vio.HANUM ?:hegt } had to destro
one {1) American half track complete with German ecldiens, who

wo

Stteppted to break thru the road bloocks. Also destroyed’

eYupn Staff cars end two huildinge occupied by German soldiers,
;;p.gzca-za rds HE S0mm, L b

©Sth Ars8 Dilv was scheduled to attack to the North on morning

of 20 April, However,.the scheduled attack was. postponed 24 . °

hrs 80 that clesning up aoperations could be pleted before
sttasking to the North. OCR and CCB were to work directly to the
north to the STLBE River, the 20th Div. following then amd cleaning
out rear areas. COs C Was to support attack of CCH with direct A
fire from vio HANUM, ‘ '

At 2000 on 19 ADPr1l Bn, S-3 talked with G-3 Sth arml Div.
ard was informed that Bn less one (1) Co. would be attached for -
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operational purnoses to the llth Cav Gp as soon a8 5th Armd Div
attac%t to the Worth toot rlace,

" Coe C maintained one (1) plat in HANUM; one (1) section in
AHLUM; one (1) plat in MELLIN; one destroyer in STOCKHEIM (CP
protection). All N—36's except one at STOCKHEIM were being used
a8 road blocks.,

There was no change in positions of Co's A and B.

.On 20 A>ril there w-os no change in positions of Co's A amd C.
However Co. 3 attached to 1lth Cav Gp had shifted positions.

One (1) »lat wes in vic TRITZIGLTBIN; one (1) in vic KUSEY and
one {1) prlate. in vic NEUFERCHAU remaingd with Gp. Hq. All
pletoons were used in setting u- road blocks.

As of 1800 on 20 4pril Bn (-) was attached to 1llth Cav Gp.
Co. B was attached to 44th Cav Sq and Co. C to 36th Cav Sq.

Cos A was to remaln with Sth 4rrmored Div. who in turn attach~
€d the Co. to the 2024 ¥4 Gp. 1lst plat to 28 FA Bn; 24 plat
to 561st FA Bn and 3rd T'lat to 2618t ¥A Bn. Mission was to pro-
tect the artillery Bn from enemry srmor threats.

On 21 Arril quartering -arty left for NEUFERCHAU (sheet N5).
Bn left vic STOCKHEIM at 0900 to join llth Cav Gp in
NEU¥ERCHAU. Bn opened CI in NEUFERCHAU at 1030 hrs.

Co. C CF established in vic KUSEY. 1st Plat. in vic 312538;
2nd Ilat. 276529 and 317537. One plat (3rd) rerained in KUSEY.
Road blocks were established in vic of all above locations.

Co. B3 had one (1) rlat in vic TRIPFIGLE3EN (sheet N5) anmd
two in vic NEUTERCHAU.

At 1230 following shifts in Dosition toaok place-~lst »>lat
Co. B to cover area from TRIITIGLEEZEN to JEGGAU; one plat Co. C
to cover area from WTINZE (exclusive) to TRIPPIGLEBEN. S5ix M-368
of Co. C remained in vic XLOTZE (sheet N5). Two Co. B platoons
were to remain in NEUWERCHA4U,.

f attaihed 202 WA Gr. set up road blocks in following
loca ione. 4~ ‘ ~
lst Sect. 314750 ,
Sec Sect. 295750 ;
A-2

1st Sect. 345770
Sec Sect., 318770
A3
1st Sect. 292780
Sec Sect. 280750
CT location 345765 (sheet M-5)

a8 of 1800 the wooded area surrounding KLUTZE (to N, N, €, SE,
and 8) were cleared of all ereny res*stance. Compgnies B amd C
recalled all plats to assemble in vic of thelr respcctive Cr8e

Coe B established road tlocks in amd about vic NEUFERCHAU for
CI protection of 1lth Cav Gp amd Bn. Hq.

Co. C assembled platoons in vic 267528 (sheet,NS5).

On 22 April Co. B amd C positions remained the same.

Coe & cloged in vic S4ALZWEDLL at 15C0 ard eascorted ¥Ta Bn, of
2023 wA Gp to vic LUCHOW (sheet M-5). CP located at 297910.
lst Tlat in viec REHBOCH (294950); sec plat.--one section at
285918, second section at 273939; 3rd plat in vic 310921.

On 23 Apnril Co. B sent one (1) plat. to act as protection for
the 11th Cav Gp HqQ. which roved to vic KUNRAU and was placed in
vie 225460 (sheet N5).

Co. C wam moved to town of MTUTIRCHAU.

On 24 April there was nc chenge in rositions or miasion ot

ggntro of 5thASrmJ &ZV gd ?3¥52dr%%fasﬁ%vg om f‘raé n@o vie

: WENZF‘ gshset N5 )

e Bam C were perforzing rond ﬂatrols in assigned areas bs
Per 1natructiona. (Bee overlay #3 and attached instruction sheet
All Comnanies continued to perform mainteaance and hold
supply checks thruout 25-26 April.
"Orders were received verbally from XIII Corps ATO on 26 April ’q
that Bn. was again to revert to control of CG 1024 Inf Div.
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Bn, CO amd S-3 visited Div. Hq. and recelved area r occupatlon,
sereening, <earching, and Dolicing. Plans were nade to move
to assigned arca as of 1400 on 27 April 1945.

On 27 4pril 3n. S~3 visited XIII Corps Hg. and received final
verification on planned move and occupation of new area.

Bn, comprlete moved from vic NEUPETZRCHAU to asslgned area
(see overlay #4). CP located in LINDSTEDT (574504); Co. 4 1in
KASSIZICK é543498;; Co. E in HEVSTEDT (504474); Co. C CF st
HEMSTIDT (506474) and two nlat. in TRUSTEDT (551467); 3rd plat
was located at airmort (513507) performing guard duty; Rcn Co.
in ALGENSTEDT (513507). A1l units had closed in assigned area by
1700 on 27 April,

On 28th A»ril, all com»danies began search, pdilice, and screen
of apsipned arcas (see overlay #4). Rcn Co. pnlaced guards on two
(2) hoepitals and one (1) pharmacy in viec GARDILEGEN., Co. A anmd
3 patrolled area as desipmated on cverlay #4.

GARDELEGEN wae subdivided so that all units would recelve an
equal pertion to screcn, police and search. (3ece overlay #5).

Ren Co. was relieved of pguard on installations in GARDELEGEN
by units of 70lst Tank . on 0800 on 29 Aprril.

On 29th and 30th April the 3n contlnued to establish military
gov't in assipned erce. Treliminary search, »Dolice, and screen of
the area had bteen comnleted and a more systematic and thorough
gearch had been initlated at the close of the period.

Total Amme experditure during period:

128 HE - - - - 46 ATC

Remarks:

During the pursult nhase of the attack from the RHINE to
the ELBE, in which this Bn. played a part, some points were made
veyy alear and gertain definite conclusions drawn:

le A Tank Destroyer Bn. 18 exceedingly versatile in use.
(During the reriod the 3n. worked with infantry; artillery; armor,
and cavalry.

2+ Sudply n»roblem in the pursult phase is one of prime
importance, The greatest dlfficulty encountered was in keeping
sufficient fuel and lubricants on hard. The anount of gas
necessary to refill & TD Bn. 1s ap»roximately 12,000 gals. amd
rregent transportation nermits only half a refill to ke carrled.
¥When great dilstances are covered regrlarly (as they were during the
pest operations? ard a great nany column narches used; the milé~
age per gallon on the I-36 1is greatly reduced. The T/0 ard E of
the TD 3ne 18 entirely inadequate as far as fuecl transport vehicles
are concerned.

3. It was also found adviscable (when possible to secure)
to carry at leset one (1) or more spare boggle wheels on each
M-36, Twice during the rnst period bomgles wcre not avallable in
suffiocdent quantities and -368 were unoperational because of this
lack‘ In the rursuit nhase of an attack, a2 unit should carry as
much 'of all the n:cessary items that it possibly can. Supply lines
Were always stretched to the rreaking point. _

44 Administrative difficultles increased considerably in
%hc pursult phase. They are too often forgotten, when actually

hey are nore essential.

3 QQ§INISTRATIVE ’
a, atus o rength of Command and reinforcements needed.
(1) Officers ga%hWaggagt officers:

orize Assigned Shortage
Hq. Coo. 15 13 2
Raon. Co, 7 T 0
4 Co, . 6 5 1
7 oo ; ; ;
Qe
ged.‘Det. l l 0 ,g
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(2) Enlisted ren

Authorized ' Asslgned Shortage
Hq, Co. 105 105 0
Ren Co. 115 113 2
Co. 124 123 1
Co. 124 126 2 (overage)
C Co. 124 121 3
Med, Det. 15 16 1 (overage)

b, Casualties
(1) Officers and Varrant officers:
Sick, Gassed, Wourded

Killed Evac Non-evac Captured !Mlssing
Hg. Co, 0 0 3 0 0
Ren Co, 0 1l 1l 0 0
s Co. 0 0 2 0 0
3 Co. 0 0 1 0 0
C Co. 1l 2 3 0 0
ed. Det, 0 0 0 0 0

(2) Enlisted VMen
B8ick, Gassed, Wounded

Killed Tvac Yon-evac Cantured Missing
Hq. Co, 0 3 27 0 0
Ren Co. 1l 9 26 0 0
4 Co. 2 15 17 0 o]
B Co. 0 15 18 o) o]
C Co, 2 9 23 0 0
Med. Det. o (o] 0

0 3
EsTsbriBoners orptured: 565 (estimated)
d. Evacuation casualties divided aprroximatecly as follows:

Twenty-five percent through 3attalion Medical Detachment, and
seventy=five percent througch Medical installations of units

to which the Battalion was attached; 1024 Inf. Div., 1llth
Cav. GP., and S5th Armored Division.

€s (1) The following officerc wcrec assigned to the Battalion

during the month of April 1945:

qen. Co. 2nd Lt. Charles H. Hall Platoon Comnmander
B Co. lst Lt. Stanley C. Waxild " "

C Coe 2rnd Lt. Wilbur K. Jacoby " "

Med. Det. 18t Lt. Corley W. Odom Bn..iled1lcal.Of ficer

(2) The following officers were lost to the Battalion
during the month of April 1945
Rene Co. 1st Lt. Herbert ¥. Hallet Plaﬁoon Comgander

C Co. lst Lt. John K. Petersen

C Coe lst Lt. Robert C. lemley Co. Exec. Offlcer

C Co. Capt. Valter S. Beaver Company Commander

C Coe 1st Lt. John TI'. Monahan IFlatoon Commarnder
Med. Dete Capt. Louis A. Lobes Bn. Kedical Officer

f. Decorations awarded during month of April 1945.
(1) Purple Feart
> Cfficers 2
Enlisted Men 19
(2) Bronze Star
Officers e
Enlisted I'en 3
(3) Silver Star
Officers 1
Enlisted len O
ge BStatus of Su»Hnly

The syprly situation was made exceedingly trying at times
during the periocd because the unit was engaged in a . pursuit

phase of battle.

The pressing need was for nore fuel and lubricants.

Replacements on vehicles came through very rapidly. At
the close of the period the Bn. was lacking only one (1)
M=36 destroyer. -

At tires it was impossible because of distance involved
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for immecdiate evacuation. However, 1t was carried on con-
tinually with the equipment on hand.

Captured nroperty and equipment which had been found during
the screen, search, and police of the area has been evacuated
in accordance with Annex #1 to Letter of Instruction #82 from

Certain 1tems of sunply such as following were llsted as
critical at end of the period:

(1) sStoves, cooking, l-burner

(2) Hcaters, water, inmersion type

(3) 0.D. pants and shirts amd cleaning amd
oreserving material.

Wi B,

DAVID DeG SMITH,
Lt. Col., FA,
Commanding,.
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