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Unit: 771 TD En 
Date: 2 Jan 1945R£STI1'r'T~~ 

, .. 	 Place: K913460~2 j 
GS8-S 4041,. Sheet s 43S, 59:;, Scale 1/25000 
GSG-S 4414, Sheet s 4902, 4903, 5002, 5003, SCG.le 1/~5000 

1. EHEIY 
a. Ho units positively icentifiec b~r our troopR, since they 

have not been in actual contact. 
b.. G-2, l02d US Infantry Divis icn, re )ortec follow inz e ne:ny 

units, or elements thereof, in the sector in hhich our tr20pS o)ernted. 
(1 59t~ Infanteri~ Division 
(2 183d Infenterie Division (Vo11cSEl"'enad ier)
q 340th Infanterie Division (Voli-;:sGrenadier) 
(~ 363d Infante~ie Division (VoD:s[rE' nee ier) 
( 5 22d GA? TIe gime nt 
(6 42d GA"3' Abte ilune 

c .. E!lemy activity durinc:. th€', period consisted of a St::.tic defensE l 

punctuated by small thrusts by ?strols which failed to me.ke contact 
with our Elell!ent s, ana increased aerial activity of a re connalssance 
and harassing t:!nture •. Forward Dlatoons 'yiE:c'E subjected. to harassins fire 
throue;hout the :Deriod, while rear installations at PAL'2:·:B'SRG (K3S06C':',) 
rE:')orted bombs and heevy artiller;{ fallinc: in their vicinity. 

d.. Road s shown on :na~s Serie s GSGS 4414 - GZ?EMTY - which do 
not appear on the ~round have been found to Exist under a COVEr of 
6-18 inches of topsoil and have a bed of rock and/or tric~ .. 

2. 	 OWN SITUATION 

a.. See overlay and par .. d .. be low. 

b. See ove~lay and par. d. below. 
c. See overlay and par .. d .. below. 
d. At beginnirc of 9€riod the Battalion was disposed as 

Co •. C moved six (6) !'~-lO's from vic. PUFFL::l':DORF to 
WELZ at 964636 1n direct su~port of the 405th Inf .. , with CF at 
3d Plat. remained in indirect fire !",osition at9016Z6. 

, Co. B was in direct EUI'Port of 407th Inf .. with one platoon 
in vic. of VlELZ,. and two platoons at 953611 and. 958630 resp;. C1' at 
928611. One plat •. remained on one (1) hour alert to move on call of 
CO 406th. 

At 010800 Dec. Co .. A in direct suprort of 405th Inf. moved 
from position in vic. GEREONS','lEILES. (944639, 939638, 932643) with seven 
(7) M-IO destroyers, to support an attack whose objective was to take 
the high ground to the N ?~ E 01' GER-SONSviEILER in the GERECNS',iElLER~LIN­
DERN-LINl.uCH area. One K-IO was left at 940640 to hold. 3 of the 7 M-IO's 
under Plat .. Leader, 1st Lt •. Duckwitz assisted Inf. in assault and taking 
of pillboxes am troopshelters. 3 m-lO I s umer comllial~ of 1st Lt .. Fla­
nagan protected the left flank and the _LINDm:J-LINYICH road. Late in 
the afternoon,. the Inf •. began ·assault ane Lt .. Duckwitz assisted by d i ­

'rect fire on pillboxes, troopshelters, troop communication trenches 
am destroyed one (1) AT Gun. The direct fire from the M-IO' 8 forced 
emtira:aures of pi11boxe s to close up while Inf •. moved in to take the bo­

\ xes .. Arter the assault the ~-lO's returned to prepare positions in am 
aroum GEREONSWEILER .. No vehicltis or personal casualties. 

As of 021200 Dec the following chall£,e took place in troop 
/) _rocations: 
~	""I k' Co •. B placed t\r{O plat. in indirect fire position at 94706170 

aD! 94806220. These positions were held until 030730 Dec~~ at which 
time they were relieved by 1st Plat .. A Co •. who took up position at :zg 
94706170.. 	 '* \;)~~/j/" 
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Co. 8~DovEc one (1) Plnt •. to Ll:T:Tl:::3; had cne (l) plat.. in 

}':=-:EC~:Sl.·:~IL?::' 9o"lCl one (1) :;13t. i~ l~~irect fire :)os1tion in vic .. 
LO-TS:nC~!,. \'lhich ViaE re:,Jlo.cec c.: 030730 Dec •. b1r one ~Jla.t. A Co. 

Co. E too~ over su~~ort in the northern potition of 102d Div 
O~ C3C73C Dec •. Placed platormc in ~:--!e follo'..:in;- l.:,os1tions: 

~Rt. 9~136356 ­
2nd. 93346378 
3rd.. 93 L!66410 

One thG Ga:ne G. 90y one (1) 'lla t :J Co. moved t 0 .}=~.ECl~S·.;C;IL:::i.0­

to join others in that area. 
Co •. A too~~ U,? ireirect fire positio"l 1n LOV-:-RICH, sent one (1) 

;:lat. to ""€:?r area for ~Qinte:13nce anc rest, am one ;llatoon moved. vic. 
ED:::~:~S:': 952619. 

On 4 Doc •. 'l11 Co's continued to occu::;y 9.t:ove )os1tlons GXCE2Jt 
fcr c..nC plc\t. Co. C ',.;:"1cll moved to LIl-:IUCH .. 

As of 0:0930 Dec. the Bn. rece1ved Letter of lnst. ,flu \/hich 
orcercc 771st 'I'D to reconnoiter for ~)onnlele fords and sHes on the "'est 
tan~ of Roer river, in :-:-!'e::'.'?,!'etion for river crof"81rl[~ by D1v., also r'6­
ceiv€c Letter of lnst. #19 vlhlch conta:ned a request by Div. CG for CO's 
recorr:~end8tlons ~or any addit1ona1 equi"pment desired for operation of ­
crossin,:,: the ?oel' and €stabliR':11n[ bridfe hEad. It Vias recorr:mended that 
a dozer (either"Sull or Tank) be added to each Gun Co. 

As of r:1eetine- on 041300 Dec. CO's Co. A-?-C were assil:'ned sec­
tors for ~c~. for gun ~ositions in support of crOSSing Roer River. A Co. 
rece iv€c South '=oundar\r Div. Sector to FLOSSDffiF incl. Co •. B ITorth EC!.F,e 
:TLCSSDC:~'? to -:-:'C't~:::mc::;,? lncl. Co. C ~Torth EdEe ROElmCR.~' to LIl!EI0H inc1: 

Co. C 814th (Co. to bE attached to 771st in su~port of RiVer 
cr088in~:J was to Reconnoiter area :;orth of LL::~lCE to Horth edGe of Div. 
8ector. 

From 4 Dec. to 7 Dec. all Co's remained in ~osition, the only 
chan.'re beinc :rove:nent of 3rd Plat •. Co.-C to LL-:l'TIC:!. 

Rcn •. 80 .. on order made reconnaissance of west bank of Roer 
?lver for ford sites am brid,S'C:s •. See overlay #3 ... 

On 071200 Dec. two (2) K-I01s from Co. 3 located at 967630 
toO;{ a Church Steeple OP in T~TZ (006639) under fire. Expemed 10 rds .. 
HZ am 10 ros. APe .. ~~o hits oeserved, but all rOUIns fell in built up 
area of T::::TZ. Co. 13 '.va£' ordered to fire at any targets of their own 
choosi~? at every opportunity possible. 

Durin~ ~eriod 071300 - 081510 Dec. 1944, Co. B fired another 
40 rds of HE & APe. on Church Steeple OP in TETZ from approximate dis­
tance of 4500 yds. Observer was in OP in ROEiWORF .. Both Church Steeple 
and Church were conSistently hit, but damage could not be ascertained .. 

AT 082300 Dec. order was €!"iven to alert one (1) plat. Co. B 
to support 1st :gn. 406th who was re 11eving a 3n. of 84th Inf. Div •. on 
the high [round to the N t-: VI of LL~HICH .. Contact was made with CO 406th 
and arrangements made for plat. to ~o into ~osition in early morning of 
9 Dec. and relievG plat. of 638th TD Unit in that Sector •. 

On 081600 Dec. Co •. A fired five (5) rds. shell illuminating 
3" j>1{ 24, ::od 1 Navy with fUZe TSQ 1'04 & MODS experiment1y. 

~llowing conclusions were drawn by airobser~er: 
(1) Shell not adeptatle for marking targets for air strike. 
(2) Using a1r burst \;ould be of no material assistance in re­

(!ietering •. 
. (::;) Further day11Eht ex:;eriments should be: nB.de to determin6 

whether flare would explode on lmpact am to determine incendiary value. 
Observers at Guns ot~te th3t it is excellsnt for night firing, 

na1{e s tar;ret area easy to oeserve, shell had li3htinC effect up to 28 
secom s. 

Up thru 100900 there werE no c~ang,es in posit10ns in any of the 
Companies •. The above relief of one (1) 211at. 638th TD, which was to be 
effected was poct,oned until t:1E rrorniI12' of 11 Dec. 1944. 
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·t.."·hh~.'~o~" on 11 Dec. an:: ap~;rovec by Hi,:::her IIed~uarter8 thc.t 
while unit was in active preparation for future offE~sive, the follah­
in; ....;ould tal\:e Dle.ce: 

.. A Co. was ~ to move two (2) Platoone to LE;:~:CH an.~ relieve ::0.: 
am one (1) Dlat. to remain i~ vic. ED~:~E~! in indirect fire l)osition. 
2 Platoons of Co. C were to return to rear areas for rEfittin~; one 
(l) :;:,la t. was to reTain in vic. J-E;:mOXS·,:~ILlli •. E Co. CP and all ~)la­
toonE to take up positions in vic. EDE~~~. ~ovement to take ~lace bet­
ween 0500-0700 12 Dec. 1944. 

At 10cOCO Dec. 1944 Co. A firEc five (5) Shell illu::Jinati!1(': ::~24 
for experimental purposes. Fired at one (1) minute intervals at hei':.hts 
rangine: from 1100 ft. to 500 ft .. Fired at two (2) knO\VTI enerrlyJtry po­
sitions - one (1) in !\ort!1. anc one (1) in South of c;.::;1hI:rC::j the re­
maining three (3) shells fired throUGhout t!1.e town of GEVS:aCH. The 
infantry was Exceec inc-ly well-placed \./1t!1. the result of firinc became 
of the lighting effect on terrain. 

Between hours of 0500-0700 on 12 Dec. the Battalion rotation 
plan went into effect. Co. C ""'oved from LEJ;ICm, nlaced one (1) )lat. 
at 938657 to supnort 1st 3n .If.06th in :r:l Section of Div. Sector and 
sent two (2) nlat. to rear area for refitting. 

Co. A movec t\vO (2) Plat. fro!!! BDS?:2T: to LD~aCE and occu)ied 
followiD£ posit ions: 96906553 and 96546546, a ssumin;:-, re sponsibility 
for center am eastern section of Div. Sector •. 3re. :Plat. \'Ient to Rear 
area for refitting. 

Co. :s ~oved all nlatoons fro:n C;'SREOE~',\EILlli to vic. EDE::~SI~, 1st 
plat. at 94476148, 2nd~~lat. at 94506160, 3rd plat. at 94646160. Sent 
two (2) ~-lO's to the rear area~ for maintenance. 

No change in any position throuf:"h 14 Dec. 1944. It was decided 
on 14 Dec. ''lith approval from Eift~er command that battalion would adept 
a rotation ~lan allo.... ine: each Co~ to send one (1) plat. to thE rear 
for maintenance,. am rest •. Co. C was to return two (2) plat~. to vic. 
J-EREONS\"iEIL£...D. and send one (1) to rear areas. 

No chaI1,?e thru 160600 Dec. 16 at 0600 Cavalry Gp. experienced 
small scale attack. A & C Co. were alerted. Co. 3 fired ~latoon volleys 
at six (6) minute intet'Vals at follo':;inc t ar2"et s: 97586772, 97616788, 
97406748, at 1800 all Companies Herr ordered to stam by prepared to 
d eal with count erat ta.ck. Arra!'..ge f!1ent s mac e to re turn all platoons fron: 
the rear areas on one (1) hr. notice. Co .. 3 to consolidate plans with 
405th Inf. who were to make the main staliJ aE8.inst counterat tack. 
Plan A - Co. 13 was to assemble vic. GEE.ECNS'.iElLE::\ and await order's from 
CO 405th, to occupy position to the N' (I- E of GEREOl\'!Si:SILill. Und er Plan 
E - Co. B was to assemble vic. 'j:EIZ am await orders to occupy posi­
tions to the !I: (" !-;.i of LI:~N:CH. Eowever as of 2400 there \'lac no act ion 
on eit!1.er side. No action or chan[e in plans through 16 Dec. At 1200 
CO Co. B requested the move of one (1) .:'le.t. to vic. 955629. 

On 19 Dec. Plan made for defense of Div. Sector. All other ~)lans 
and activitie s were held in abbeyance of German offensive, aE'ainst 1st 
Army .. 

Plan of Employment of Tank De Et royers was as follows: All l)latoons 
in the line - Co. C to the N & XE of :;s..-::'EON'S.;ZILEf:., one (l) )lat. to 
cover BEECK-LINDERn, one (1) plt. to cover LINDllilJ-BRAC~C::LC::!':, one to 
cover East. 

Co. B - one (1) -:-,lat. AP',;EIL~ to East, one (1) plat. GER1WNS,;EI­

L2f;: to 1:1est, one (1) plat. GE~EC~:S .• ·i:IL:.:....-q to East N of ED~H.EN road. 


Co. A-I Plat. to c.over GE:tEOl\'!SviEILE~-LIl~i\ICH road, one (1) 
plat. North edge LINNICH, one (1) lJlat. to cover !ir'iv road from LDUUCH, 
Rcn. Co. to maintain attachment of' one (1) Ren. plat. to each Gun Co. 
(A,B,C, ) 

Per Div. order as of 1916;0 Dec. Division was on the defense 

and all positions were to bE dUb lnjon primary line~ onl the RRL 

(mU~J·:ERm:-GEREONSWElLER), on second line of defense (FREIALDE:mOVEN­

FUFli'ENDCRF- IJ.tJv1END ORF-GE ILENKIRCHEN) • 
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On 20 Dec. l02d Inf Div. ac~ume~ responsibility for 34th Div. Sector, 
th~ chant:ins fOY'llEY'01annec :)ositions. All Companies rf'connoiterEc and 
occu~ied new ~rEar aE follows: See overlay If 5 & ~. 

(A~"""'''''' ~... ,Co. C 	 CP 92686276 .r .. :.:.... .... J...t ':'."- J 

Cl 966654 
C2 915634 
C3 937653 

(~D-' ,,~ .• ) Co • .5 CP 95926188 t. ~.. c..~'. 

::31 934674 
32 93,::675 
33 936655 

..~ 
(I"'~'''J)'''''''''''' )Co. A CP 89806265 •· ...'.J:!.. ..:i I...u' 

.,. 	 Al 909670 

A2 91lJ06660 

A3 912C6480 


Co. Co recEivec area to reconnoiter and pre:-:>are gun positions to be 
rr.oved into on Cor~s call on one (1) ~our alert. Line to be occupied by 
Co. C¢ 4n Corps 

See OVEY'19.y #7. 
rirr.ent. 

A',. 

mission 
( S 18 ·DE~·''=<~TL~ :"'\··-<.T1<~,r;:;-n-:E~·- '<'-:; ~;'LEl\j~~'EP' GQJ.. .... _'-hJ~ ... ~J~\ _, !.:_\.""" 1·._.........
Ij
(2 GROTE::RATH-SCHZ::::P-:£:iSI:;EL-~·'!A.'R.IEl:I:r.~~-::G. 
~ "r:;", T:;"....·r.k' 'i'","c !"'U4"'')'rIr:'~'C ~EL-v", I;:;"PP""'G 

Each Co. was ~18cEd in direct support of an infantry re­
( _ _ •• I.J J ~_ ... ~...." ... ~V ____ ~.I-';:"..;,I/"";c.. J.•.A.t~ ......-.c.... \. • 

Co. C ••••••••.406t!'1 Inf. 

Co. E ••.•.•.. 407th Inf. 

Co. A •.••.••. 405th Inf. 


One qcn. ~lntoon still att~ched to each Gun compar~. 
On 23 Dec. Co. C was olaced in direct sup~)ort of 11th Cavalry Group, 

due to shiftin~" of reSI)OnslbllHy in Div. Sector. 
Durin~ the .ocriod 25 DEC. to 31 Dec. all Co's continued to improve 

their positions in de!'ense 1ine~. 3rd an:1 4th defenSE lines have also 
been assi~ned. Recoml8.issancc has beeY1 mace and tent8.tlve,:Jositions chosen. 

Duri!1v t!1.€ entire !"J€rloa t:1e Eattalion fired indirectly: 

, 

2851 missions expendinr 
an:1 

17 rrissions ex~endln[ 
2 !::issions Expend ine-

Fired direct 1y 
4 !·:issiom~ expendint, 

aw 
Durin~ t!1.€ ~eriod the ftonEer ~lat. ~cn. Co. assisted the Gun Co's 

in preparation of ~ll positions; swept, reconnoitered gun positions for 
mine s am cleared other obsta.cle s. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
a. Status of stren;-th of Command and reulacements needed: 
(1) Officers and Warrant Officers . 

Authorized 
-Headquarters Co. 15 
Reconnaissance Co. 7 
A Co •. 6 
::: Co .. 6 
C Co .. 6 
Med. Det •. 1 

*Hedquart e Y'S Co. is over one corr.miBsoned 
Officer •. 

(2) Enl i s ted It.en 
Authorized 


Headquarters Co. 105 

Reconnaissance Co. 115 

A Co. 124 

B Co •. 124 

C:o. 	 124 

5807 HE 	 Ch. N. 
2327 RtHE Red. Ch. 

41 rd~. Shell ill. 
15 ros. Smoke 

135 rds. P.E N Ch. 
103 rd s. APC 

Assigned Shortag,e 

15 o 


6 1 (Officer) 
6 o 
6 o 

6 o 

1 o 


Officer and short one Warrant 


Assigned Shortage 

105 o 

112 3 

112 	 12 3( 
110 	 14 
110 	 141·:eo. Det .. 15 	 o 
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t .. C~:!,ualtles 

(1) C:':lcEi.·c ,:In(~ 'I&.~-"Y':.:~"}t ~~~i~c~'[, 
;; .. -.."t# .... 

iC:llec 
Headqu7rters :0. 0 o c c c 
;i.e CO!1na ic s~ 'J~f; :0 .. C 1 c c 
A ~o .. o o c c 
r Co. 	 o o c c 
e .:;0. 	 c (J c c 

. : :ec. :)e t • c 	 c o c 

Sic;::., ... ~F!::€d , "oum Ed -Kill €Q Ev8.c. :'!on-C;vo.c • ~~,turEC , ~ .• Ll;rJ. 

He8.cr;Uo.rteis 80 .. 0 ~ 15 	 c C ., ., 
~e connaiSS8.~C€ Co. 0 J. ..... "70 	 C C-"./ 
A C,..,

~. 	 C IS 2c C C 
'2. -:::13 ':;0. 	 1 c ..),) 0 C 

c ::;0. c Ie 36 c 0 
:·:r:d • Det • 0 1 3 c c 

c.. Fric::mers ca~'turEd: Xone 
d .. ~v~cu~tlon of Casualti €c ~RE teen a~~roYlx&tely divide6 

as follo'I,''::: '?ifty ~'€,:"ce:1t t~rou'~ 3,tt::lio~1 ..c:'lcal ;:Eto.c~xent Ilnd 
?ifty ')ErCE:-1t t!-ircu,~h 'Civisio!) rH~ ic::,l :'n~t::-llo.st iO!1E. 

e. 
(1) ThE follmdn:- C:'~l;c"""" hev<o i::ecl aCli; ne:: to t:1€ or( a­

nization c.'.lrinF- the ")€ri00 1-31 DeCE!!,ter 1;411: 
Headquarters 00. Capt. KeYlnEtl'1 :~. 'Jan '::scsel, L1a1son Cfficcr 
A ('::0. 2nd Lt •. :;hs.rlE~ ~' .. Hrc:ric~, :il:..t. COrr.:n0~1cEr 
_ ~o.. 2nd Lt. 1;'rnnl\: A. Llooste,ct, ::o;:.:.)C"~!'1Y headqusrtcrs 
C :::0. 2m Lt .. Joh!1 :P. Futl €r, :':;o:!~';any hEadc~u&.rte:rL 

2nd Lt •. J'O:ln A. 7c,:,,:uccl, ~lat. 80mmandcr 
:teconnaiPS8!1Ce ::::0. 2nd Lt. ThoT-as '". 2ullen, ~'lnt. -';o::!r::amer 

(,;,:) The fo11owln~' CfficEc W!).= 10bt to the or"o.nlzc:;.tlo11 cUl'irlt: 
the .':~eriod 1-31 Dece:n(:.er 1944. 
Reconnaisf;ance Co. 2nd Lt. :'lltO!1 :.- •.,.'"ecplct:, :rlCl.t. ':::oL:.:lariler. 

f. Decor2.t1ons awa!'ded curin:- r:onth of r-ecc;~,bEr 1944: 

I 
(1) Pur)le Heart .' 

Office!'s 0 
En11 E tEe : en 3 

(2) Bronze Stc:r 
Office r'E" 1 
En11sted : ~en 1 

(3 ) S11ver Star 
Officers 0 
Enlieteo ~:;en 3 

g. Status of SU~bly: 
T!1e status of 8ur':.'ly over-all !las been i,:ood v.ith the 

followinz exce~tions which arE critical .. 
1. "uert e rma£·t e r: 

a BootE, com~at service of BE w1dths. 
(b Comb.t clot'1inC 
(c Ove :r'ShOE E [.i:::~ £'. 1':: a nC l~'. 
(d l'~antleB and r:ener9tOl'S for convErted tY:.;JE, eaEo­

line lsnt~rns .. 
(6) Stoves, cooklnc-, I-turner. 
(f) Heater, wster, ITITe':"sion ty~e. 

2. 	 ora nDnce : 
(a} Binoculars, ~-3 .. 
(b) Circle, Al!T'ine',. :'-1. 
(e) I.'-36, Tank Dc[,troyerE 
(d) 1:-32, Tank ::\e cove ry Ve hicle s 
(e) ~-20. Car, Ar~ored Uti11ty. 
(f) Trail,: r, Am:::u:-lit ioYl, : "-10 •. 
(€:) T1ree 8.n"; tubn:1~ goo x 120. 
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'Jue to ?r':.orec car::, re­
'00'l",l'Y ve ~l:'clE [' i:1 LE i:1:' releacEd. 

a. Durin:: this :JEriod t~e ::?FJ.tt3.1ion has nee contl:1uously 3­
nU!~bEr of 'rir::ary \'le8.'loD!'-3, :,"-lC de:ctro,YE-,r'c, u'!1GsrviceaclE .. This conei­
tion if '""Jot due to a. lac~r 0:' co;r"'J?ny :end ::'".:tt:llio.:1 rr.a.i:1tenance. but is 
du,:: to th€ :')oor cone1tlo!1 of tl:.e dec.'tY"oYErs rEcEivec as rE~;lac€menL:' for 
cc;':tle 108<:,E"'. 

c~ Durin- thE ~eriod the b~ttalion avera:Ec 40 enlisted DED 
urrer-strE!1':"th cue to lac1t 0:' rEI'18.cer.lE'!1ts. This has a direct t6arin~ 
w,on comh.t Efficiency.. . ­

c.. ~.orale ha::o rEE:Jinec excEllEnt in Sl)ite 0:' the, 's'!1Tally 
~·t2t1c ~'itu9.tion, but it 1s believec that ::!or::;.le could ce further 1m­
)roved ty a lar;er ~llocation to rest CEnter ~rEa. 

DAVID DEG S~ITH, 
Lt. Col., FA. 
Cor:1mand inc: . 

... 
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