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a. INo units vositively 1dentifled by our troops, since they
have not teen in actual contact.

be. G-2, 1028 US Infantry Divicicn, revorted following eneny
units, or elements thereof, 1n the sector 1n which cur trcors olerated.

(1 50t% Infanterie Division

( 1828 Infanterie Divi ion (Volksorenadierg

é 340th Infanterle Divicion (Volksgrenadler
%63d Infanterle Divi lon (Vol&SPrenacie”)
( 228 GAT Negiment
( 428 GAT Abtellung

c. Emnemy activity during the period consisted of a Etctlc defense,
punctuated by small thrusts by »atrols which falled to meke contact
with our elements, and 1increased aerial activity of & reconnalissance
and harassing onture. Forward vlatoone were sublected to harassing fire
throughout the neriod, while rear installa*tlions at PALEIBIRG (K3208CC)
renorted bombs and heavy artillery ialling in their vicinity.

d. Roads shown on mans Series 3558 4414 - GIRIAANY - which do
not appear on the srourd have beer found to exlst under a cover of
6-18 inches of topsoil and have 2 bed of rock and/or trick.
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2. OWIi_SITUATION -
8. See overlay and par. d. below. !
b. See overlay amd par. d. below. N
c. See overlay and par. d. helow. M)

de At reginnin~ of neriod tbe Battallon was disposed as follow
Co. C moved six (6) 1-10's from vic. FUFFENDORF tc N & W of

WELZ at 964636 in direct surport of the 405th Inf., with CP at S52619.
3d Plat. remained in indirect fire rosition at 901626.

Coe B was in direct suprport of 407th Inf. with one platcen
in vic. of WELZ, and two platoons at 953611 and 958630 resp; CP at
928611. One plat. remained on one (1) hour alert to move on call of
CO 406th.

At 010800 Dec. Cce A 1n direct surrort of 405th Inf. moved
from position in vic. GERECNSWEILER (944629, $30638, 932643) with seven
(7) M-10 destroyers, to support an ‘attack whose objective was to take
the high grourd to the N & E of GERZCNSWEILER in the GERECNSWEILER-LIN-
DERN-LINNICH area. One M-10 was left at S40640 to hold. 3 of the 7 M=10's
under Plat. Leader, 1lst Lt. Duckwitz assisted Inf. in assault ané taking
of pillboxes and troopshelters. 3 m-10's under commarnd of lst Lt. Fla-
nagan protected the left flank and the .LINDERI-LILNICH road. Late in
the afterncon, the Inf. began'assault anéd Lt. Duckwitz assisted by di-
‘rect flre on pillboxes, troopshelters, troop commrunication trenches
and destroyed one (1) AT Gun. The direct fire from the M-10's forced
embrasures of plllboxes to close up while Inf. moved in to take the Lo~
x68. ATter the assault the M-10's returned to prepare prositions in ard
around GEREONSWEILER. No vehicles or personal casualtiss.

AB of 021200 Dec the following chenge took rlace 1in trocp

ocatlons:

/ Co.. B placed two plat. in indirect fire position at 9470617C
94306220. Thecse rositions were held until 030730 Dec., at which
time they were relleved by lst Plat. A Co. who took up positlion at Qg

94706170.. \3
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Co. C woved one (1) Plat. to LINIICH; had cne (1) plat. in
STEECTSYWTILTY awd one (1) =lat. in infirect fire oosition in viec.
LOTER1ISH, which vias replaced ot 03072C Dec. by one »nlat. A Co.

Co. B took over surrort in the northern pofttion of 1028 Div
on CZC72ZC Dec. Flaced platoonc in the followins positions:

Lst.  CA4136356
2nd. $3346278
Ird. S$3466410

One the same &2y one (1) »lat. C Co. moved to FTRECISVEILEL
to Join others in that area.

0. A took un indirect fire cosition 1u LOVIRICH, sent one (1)
slat. to rear area for meintenance z2nd rest, and one nlatoon moved vice.
EDI LN 952619,

Cn 4 Doc. =211 Co's continued to occurny akove 2ositions excent
fcr end plszt. Co. C whnichi moved to LINNICH.

As of C40%20 Dec. the Bn. received Letter of Inct. #13 which
ordered T7lst TD to reconnolter for wossitle fords andé sites on the west
tank of Roer river, in prenarztion for river croceins by Div., also re-
celved Letter of Inst. #19 which contained a reqguest by Div. CG for CO's
recommendations for any additlicnal eculvment desired for operation of .
crossin~ the Roer and ecstablishinge bridege head. It was recoxmended that
a Gozer (elther Rull or Tank) be added to each Gun Co.

As of meeting on 041300 Dec. CO's Co. A-3-C were acsigned sec-
tors for ZAcn. for sum ~osltlons 1n supprort of crossing Roer River. A Co.
received South Soundary Div. Sector to FLIECSDCRF incl. Co. B Horth Edge
FLCZSDCRT to RCERECET inel. Co. C orth Edgze RCERDCREY to LINHICH incl.

Co. € 314th (Co. tc be attached to 771st in susport of River
crossing) was to Reconnolter area lorth of LIITIICE to North edge of Div.
cector.

From 4 Dec. to 7 Dec. 21l Co's remained in nosition, the only
chanre telng zovement of Zrd Plat. Co.-C to LIXITICH.

Rcne. C0e. On order mece reconnalscsance of west bank of Roer
River for ford sitec and bridrcs. See overlay #3.

On (71200 Dec. two (&) M-1C's from Co. B located at 967630
toox a Church Steenle CP in TTTZ (CC56329) under fire. Expended 10 rds.
HZ and 10 rés. APC. No hite okcserved, but all rounds fell in built up
area of TEZTZ. Co. R was ordered to fire at any targets of thelr own
chooslnz at every onportunity nrossltble.

Durine rweriod 0713CC - 08110 Dec. 1944, Co. B fired another
40 rds of HE & APC. on Church Steeple OFP in TETZ from approximate dis-
tance of 4500 yds. Observer was in OP in ROERDCRF. Both Church Steeple
anmd Church were consistently hit, but damage could not be ascertained.

AT 082300 Dec. order was given to alert one (1) plat. Co. B
to suprport lst Bn. 406th who was relievinc a 3n. of 84th Inf. Dlv. on
the high ground to the N & W of LINNICH. Contact was mede with CO 406th
and arrangements made for plat. to o into positlon 1in early morning of
9 Dec. and relieve plat. of 628th TD Unit in that Sector.

On 0816CC Dec. C0. A fired five (5) rds. shell illuminating
z% 1w 24, Tod 1 Navy with fuze TSQ 154 & MODS experimently.

Bllowing conclusions were drawn by alrobserver:

(lg Shell not adzptatle for marking targete for alr strike.
(2) Using air burst would be of no materlal asslstance 1n re-
Ziletering.
(Z) Further daylicht experiments should bc mede to determins
whether flare would exvlode on impact and to determine incendliary value.

Observers st Guns state that it 1s excellent for night firing,
makes tarret area eacy to observe, shell haé lizhting effect up to 28
seconds. ‘

Up thru 10090C there were no changes in positions 1n any of the
Companies. The above relief of one (1) »nlat. 638th TD, which was to be
effected was postnoned until the worninz of 11 Dec. 1944,
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L\Aﬁéﬁ'evgfvg on 11 Dec. and aprroved by Hicher Hedcuarters that
while unit wze 1in =ctive »rezaration for future offencsive, the follow-
ins would take prlace:

A Co. was to move two (2) Platoons to LILIICH and rclileve Coe T
and one (1) »lat. to remain in vic. EDZIEYM in indirect fire pocition.
2 Platoons of To. T wWere to return to rear arcac for refittinc; one
(1) rlat. was to remain in vic. JEREONSWEILER. B Co. CF and all »la-
toone to take up vositions in viec. EDEREY. Movement to take nlace bet-
ween O05CO-07CC 12 Dec. 1944.

At 1020C0O Dec. 1S44 Co. A fired five (5) Shell illuminatine (24
for experimental ourposes. Fired at one (1) minute intervalc at hel-hts
rangine from 1100 ft. to 300 ft. Fired at two (<) known enemy 3try po-
sitions - one (1) in North and one (1) in South of GLViINICH; the re-
maining three (3) shellc fired throughout the town of GEVENICH. The
infantry wes exceedingly well-placed with the result of firinc Lecame
of the lighting effect on terrain.

Between hours of 0SCO~-CTOC on 12 Dec. the Zattallon rotation
plan went into effect. Co. ¢ moved from LIINICH, nlaced one (1) »lat.
at 928657 to suprort lst 3n 406th in W Section of Div. Sector and
sent two (2) nlat. to rear area for refitting.

Co. A moved two (Z2) Plat. from EDHUSEN to LINNICH and occunied
followins rositlons: 96906558 and 96546546, zssuming responsibility
for center and eastern section of Div. Sector. 3rd Plat. went to Rear
area feor refitting.

Co. B moved all platocns from GEREQNSWEILER to vic. ELE-EL, 1lst
vlat. at 94476148, 2nd »lat. at S4506160, 3rd plat. at S4646160. Sent
two (2) 1-10's to the rear areas for maintenance.

No change in any vosition through 14 Dec. 1944. It wee decided
on 14 Dec. with approval from Hirher command that battalion would adept
a rotation vnlan allowing each Co. to send one (1) plat. to the rear
for maintenance, amd rest. Co. C was to return two (2) oplats. to vic.
GERECNSWEILE® and send one (1) to rear areas.

No chanze thru 16060C Dec. 16 at 0600 Cavalry Gp. expverlenced
small scale attack. A & C Co. were alerted. Co. 2 fired »nlatoon volleys
at six (6) minute intervals at followinc tarrets: 97536772, 97615788,
97406748, at 1800 211 Companiec were ordered to stanmd by prepared to
deal with counterattack. Arrangements macde to return all platoons from
the rear areas on one (1) hr. notice. Co. 2 to concolidate rlans with
405th Inf. who were to make the main stand ageinst counterattack.

Plan A - Co. B was to assemble vic. GERECNSWEILER and awalti orders from
CO 405th, to occupy position to the N & E of GEREONS#ZILi{R. Under Plan
B - Co. B was to assemble vic. #wELZ and awailt orders to occupy posi-
tions to the W & MW of LIINICH. FEowever ac of 2400 there wac no action
on either side. No action or change in plans through 13 Tec. At 1200

CO Co. B requested the move of one (1) nlat. to vic. 955629,

Cn 19 Dec. Plan made for defense of Div. Sector. All other zlans
and activities were held in abbeysnce of German offensive, against lst
Army .

Plan of Emrloyment of Tank Destircyers was as follows: A1l nlatoons
in the 1line ~ Co. C to the N & NE of ZEZECNSWZILER, one (1) »lat. to
cover BEECK-LINDERI, one (1) plt. to cover LINDIRU-BRACYELEN, one to
cover Eact.

Co. B - one (1) nlat. APZEILZR to East, one (1) plat. GERECNSWEI-
LiR to West, one (1) plat. GEREONS.:IL:R to East N of ED:IREN roed.

Co. A - 1 Plat. to cover GERECONSWEILER-LINNICH road, one (1)
plat. North edge LINNICH, one (1) plat. to cover NW road from LINNICH,
%cn. CoS to meintain attachment of one (1) Ren. plat. to each Gun Co.

A,B,C,

Per Div. order as of 1G1520 Dec. Division was on the defence
and all poeitions were to be duz inj;on primary line, onf the RRL
(FRUIERUL-GEREONSWEILER), on second line of defense (FREIALDENHOVEN-
PUFFENDCRF-IMMENDORF-GEILENKIRCHEN) .

ey

4 .
> >

v e s
{0



http:eit!1.er

Cn 2C Dec. 10cé Inf Div. acrumed resvoncibllity for 34th Div. Sector,
t hdle chanyzing former planned nositlons. All Companles reconnoitered ard
occunied new arear followe: See overlay # 5 & 6. ;
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Cc. C CP 92686276 (AFw:EILIM)
Gl 9SG6G&65H4
C2 915634
C3 ©C37653
Co. B CP 05626138 (EDTEL)
B1 934074
B2 93«£75
B3 936655
Co. A CF 35806265 (I:IHEIDCRF)
Al Q03670
AZ  Gl406660 :
AZ  51zCE480 !

Co. Co rececived area to reconnolter and prepare gun positions to e |
moved into on Corpe call on one (1) hour aslert. Line to be occupled by !
Co. O @n Corp»e mission

(1) SIBPENDUSCMTEVEKEN-FRLLENCERG. !
(2) GROTEIRATH-SCHIPLISEEL-MARIENRIERG .
(3) MIEVEXNICF S CULIPENSEEL-FARTIENFERG.
See overlay #7. Each Co. wag Dlaced 1n direct support of an infantry re-
riment.
Co. C
Co.
Co.
Cne Rcn. 2latoon stlll attached to each Gun company.

On 23 Dec., Co. C wacs 2laced in direct support of 1llth Cavalry Groub,
due to shiftine of responsibllity 1in Div. Sector.

During the necriod 25 Dec. to 31 Dec. all Co's continued to improve
thelr positions 1in defense lines. 3rd arnd 4th defense lines have also
bteen aselizned. Reconnalissance hes heen macde and tentative positions chosen.

oo 40/t Inf.
4C7th Inf.
...405th Inf.

Durinr the entire verlod the Fattalion fired indirectly:
2351 mleslons expernding 5807 HE Ch. N.
amd 2227 RLHE Red. Ch.
17 miseslons exvending 41 rde. Shell 1il1l.
2 nisslions exrending 15 rdes. Smoke
Fired directly
4 llesions exverding 135 rde. HE N Ch.
and 103 rds. APC

During the neriod the Iioneer nslat. Rcn. Co. assisted the Gun Co's
in prevaration of 211 positions; swept, reconnoitered gun positions for
mines amd cleared other obtcstecles.

3e ADMINISTRATIVE

&. OStatus of strensth of Commend and replacements needed:
(1) officers and Warrant Offlcers
“Authorized Assligned Shortage
®Hecadquarters Co.. 15 15 o]
Reconnaiscsance Co. 7 6 1 (Officer)
A Co. 6 6 (o}
2 Co. 6 6 0
C Co. 6 6 0
Med . Det.. 1 1 ®)

#Hedquarters Co. 1s over one commissoned Officer and short one Warrant
Cfficer.

(2) Enlisted Ken

Authorized Assigned Shortage
Headquarters Coe. 105 105 (o]
Reconnalssance Co. 115 112 3
Coe. 124 112 12 3/
B Coe 124 110 14
C CO; 2
llede Dete. ‘} 2 1%8 lg




#ECRED ..
E. Czcuzlties
. (1) Cfficeie and .crront Oificere
o sick, Tacced, soundcd
i11led Tvac. oa-Lvac . Jaturc s LLloeias
Headgquorters CZo. C C C C C
Reconnaicseaze Zo. C 1 e C C
A Co. C C C C C
T C0a C 0 Q C C
C Zo. C 0 [ Y C C
led@. Det. C C C C C
(=) Enlicteld Ien
Sicik, .neesed, Jounted
Killed wvac. TON-cvoc. coturec Viceld
Headaquarters Co. @] 2 5 C C
Reconnaicsznce Co. © i zQ C C
A Co. C 15 Ze C C
2 Zo. 1 ¢ 33 o C
C Coe C 1C S C C
rd, Det, C 1 3 C C
Ce Iriconers cantured: one
¢e Tvecustlon of lacsualities hee teen armnrorizately divided
as followe: Wifty -evcent throu'n attallon .edical Cetachment and
“ifty mercent throu-h Tivision Fellecnl inrtzllacstions.
e L
(1) The followin- C“i cerr nave eea acilined to the oria-
nlzation durin- the nericd 1-%1 Deceunter 124/
Headcuartere Co. Capt. Kenneth 7. Jan Tscsel, Lialson Cfficer
4 Toe 2nd Lte Charlec T, Hrdriey, ;lmk. Somusncer
Z Co. end Lt. Trank 4. Lindcstadt, Coroany headquarters
C Co. 2nd Lt. John . FTutler, Company headcuarterc
gné Lt. John A. “ertuccl, llat. Comuanier
Reconnalesance Zo. 2nd Lt. Thomae . Jullen, -lat. Jommamer
(<) The followins Cfficer wae lost to the or anization curiny
the seriod 1-31 Decemier 1944,
Reconnaelesan Co. 2md Lt. I"1lton . Jeeples, rlat. Conmander.
f. Decoraticone awarded durin~ month of Deceuber 1544
(1) ZrIur-le Heart
Offic C
Enlicted 1 en 3
() ©Pronze Star
Cfficers 1
Enlisted Ien 1
(2) Silver Star
Officers o
Enllisted ¥en 3
£e Status of Surply:

The status of sup.ly over-z11 has been ~ood with the
followins exceptlions which are critical.

l. artermacter:
(a) Roote, combzt s=ervice of EBE widths.
(& Combzt clothing
(c Overshoes cizec 1 and 1%.
(8 Fantles and cenerstors for conveited type, gaso-
line lantsrns.
(eg Stoves, cookin¢, l-turner.
(f Heatevr, water, lxrersion tvve.
2. Ordnance:
a Binoculares, ¥M-3.
(b) Circle, Alming, -1,
(c) =26, Tank Decstroyers
(@) 1--32, Tank Recovery Vehicles
(e) NM-20, Car, Armored Utlility. - -
(f) Trailer, Amruaition, .-10. 7o
(¢) Tiree and tubes, 900 x 20C.
“SECRETr>
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Due to ~hsn e of new 7/0 > T the destrorere, arnoreé car:, re-
covery vealclee and armunition tr-ollevs ars very clow in teln” releaced.

4. Zollsaal

a. Durins this neriod the Rattzlion has nsé contlaucucly 2
manber of >rimary weaons, 7-1C dectroyerec, unserviceable. This condi-
tion 1s 9ot due to 2 lacz of comwany =2nd o2attzlicon malatenance, but is
dus to the 2oor condition of the destroyere recelved as relacexmentc ior
tattle locce=.

Pe Durin~ the neriod the hattallon averared 4C enlisted men
unfer-ctrentth fue to lact of renlacements. Thics hac a direct Learins
uron combzt efficlency.

Ce -..0rale hacs remsined excellent in s»ite of the enzrelly
ctetice ¢ituztilon, but it is bellieved thet morzle could ke further inm-
sroved bty a larser z2llocation to rest center area,

AN
D&47ID DEG SIITH,
Lt. Col., FA.
Command ing.
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