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This battalion was Activated 15 December 1941. Our previous trein-
ing up to embarkation was of the stersotyped form. We had the umual lectures
cand drilling. Contimicus stress was put on firet ald and sanitation. One
feature we trained faithfully on was the removal of casualties from disabled
M10ts, and during our Tennessee maneuyers we had colored movies mede by the -
Signal Corps of our iedics evacuating from M1O's¢ This not only included rew
moving casualties out of the top, tut also through the esscape hatch. All the:
crew members were itralned in this method of evacuatlion and wers able to save
1ives during battlé. later on. Preetite in giving plasma was done by fastoning
Jength of rubber tubing over the course of the basille veln and inserting
intrevencus needles in it. This also paid dividends in actusl combat for ﬁhc
wourded.

In England, stress wag agam pat on first ald, especially hemorrhage,
treatment of gas camialtles and pragtice in map reading., Immersion heaters
muist be used contimiously where presctical and rigid sanitation and messkis
laundry insisted on until it becomes & habit with oocks and men alike. This is
the best antidots for enteritis we have. :

The first major nission of the current year was the withdreawl from
gt Freancis laercix, France and the assignment to help reduce the "Dastogne
Bulge" in the area of Boulside Luxembourgs This buttalion was commited in this
action to the termination of the German counter offensive. The most prevelant
type of injury was frost bite this conditlon was best handled by immedlate
avapuation.

Prom that point on the Pattalion ssrved in close support of the 90th
Infantry Division with the exception of several ocoasions when various units of
the Battalion were formed into"lask Forge Splessts During thess task forces a
relatively large amount of casualties ocoured which were cared for and evacuated
with out any specific problemy how ever during these cocasions evacuation would
have been greatly speeded had there been an amulance in the tuble of equipment.
The amtulance was not in the tahls of mipnmt until near the cosaatim of
hostilities. &

Ko problems of redeploymmt were encountered at any times. Cloelng out
of installatione brought no problems. When any installation was olosed it was
" throughly cleaned and all rubbish and tresh disposed of.

The drugs, dressings and instruments used rottinely were carried in a
special chest of cur constructlion, mut so that no trays were nmenaary. Wa
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found thie chest much more advantagecus than the regulation MD ohesb No 2, -
since it summounted the annoying problenm and time wasting factor of unpacking
the treys of the MD chea% No 2 and setilng them up in order to sdminister
medical cares Also I balelve & clerks field desk should be in the table of
squipment much'.on the-order of %chest fiber recoxd company" carried by all Sei
sections in the fleld. This would alleviate the muoh more tumbersome YD chest
No 4 which offtimes has ite disadvantages in combat when Battalion Ald Stations
take up new locations daily. :

U - :
Ro reassignment of personnel was necesssry. Training of men for this
perdod was uncessary as the &ataahma?t,has lost no personnel to date.

The equipment used during this period conformed closely with the table
of equipment and the only excess carrled was an inoreased mmber of units of
Dried Human Plasmwa and an inoreased munber of Carlisle bandages. All excesses
were turned in lmmedately after gessitlion of hostilities. Supplies during the
period wers extremely difficult to sgcure. There were long periocds which we
were unable to sesure sulpher ointment for cur soable patients. Offtimes 1t wis
necessary to evacuate patients with ¢ minory allment when they could have
been adequately treated at the Batialion Ald Stabion had the supplies bean
avaliahle. o : '

o
The only iredequacy .of trangportation, which has now been remedied
was the foruer absenne of an anmnnrge;‘ﬂ.n the table of equipment.

. Housing becams & minor problem after entering Germany. From that time
on billets wers usually secured in same type of public tuilding. Bathing
fasilities were found in these tuildings frequently emough to keep all persommel
clean and to permit an adequate amount of laundry to be done by the men theme
selves. The servioe of Quartermaster showars and laundrys wers of little
advantage as they were rerely, if ever; encountered in the aombat areas, The
water supply always consisted of ohlorinated water from an engineer mater point.

From ) January 1945 to 1 May 1945 there was only one cass of veneresl
discace in this battalion. From the time of entrange into Crechoslovakia and
following the cessation of hostilities, there has been &an inorease in the L
number of venereal diseass cases. Control has conaisted of sex hygiene lectuves,
monthly physisal examinations and the waintenanse of a 24 hour & day prophylexis
station. Individual machanlosl prophyléxis are available for issue to the men.
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Captain vediosl Corpe
Battalion Surfjeon.
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