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NARRATTVE OT 45X FORCE SPLESS
16 March vo 31 March 1945

PHLST L. BOMRLRD
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On the 14%th of March 1945, the 9' » Infantry Divisicn nmede an
assault crossing of the loueLL- RKLVEL J\QL HADZENPORT .  Ca the 15th
the 4th Lrmcred Division passed +f1©q” re 90th bridgeheed and drove
South towards WORMS. On tnc nignt of uhc 156h 7% Spiess wes formed.
TF Spiess consisted of 773xrd T Br Fgs, Ren Cou, 773rd TD Bn, .Compeny
Cs; 773rd TD Bn, Compeny I, 71%th Tk Bn, and 90th Ron-Troop. Teask
Force Spiess crossed tne HAVATNPCAT bridge the next mornipg between
0730 and ©800 and pushed to itot zone of action through the 4th
Lrmored Livisinn, which hod rcad priority. ‘ 4 -

Thc task force had the missicn uf blooklng to the Svutn uf the
90th Division flank cnd cleaning the area c¢f enemy to the Rhine River
from &7 ¢o’pP. to BOPPARD, exclusively., Divided ints three separate
groups, tk cask foroe fanned cut from EHR end -drove.rapldly to
completc this job, The units pushed cff at 1230 and by 1430, :Colonel
Spless hed "washed his hands® in the Rhine River, complying with
orders fr:m Colenel Tully, Assistant Division Comm&ndora By nighffull
the nission was nearly ecompleted. : -

In . the Northern part of the sector, South of BOPPuRD, the task
foroe hed very heavy fighting with elements of the 31xth SS Mountain
Divisicn, . ‘A strong enemy force was dug in around the main roads lead-
ing North to BOPPARD». Herolo work by Msjcr Robert L. Moore, Bn.
Bxsoutive Officer, and 1st Lt, Walte» E. Schewe, leader of the 5rd
pltn, Company G, 772%rd TD Bn, eided materielly in bresking this road-
block.. Qur lOSSeS were high, two '‘enlisted men were killed, six.
enlisted mcn were wounded, cne officer (Major Mo ore) was. Weunded end
two M10s were lost t:. mines and enemy AT fire. : :

- © By.¢900 the morning of the 17%h, the mission wes completed. The
task forece d1d some excellent.shocting across the Rhine River while
welting to bé relieved by the Seocond Cavairy Grouv. This rellef was

completed by 2000 hsurs.- Over & hundred priscners were takens -4
‘number df genersl purpose vehieoles cnd & niltiple 4l gun. were Aos-:
trcyeds The task force meved Scuth to LIEBSHAUSEN preparing for i

another MloSiona . : o
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PHASE IT - BACH:(KRACK

The second migsicn wss given to clean sut the area alcng the
Rhine between OBERWESEL cn the Nirih and NIEDER HEINMBACH cn the Scuthe
Sterting from RHEINBOLLEN ¢t ©9%9., 12 ¥Murch 1945, the task force

again fanned out in three dirccti_ns and by 0845 the first elcoments
reached the river at BASIARACH wod by 1145 all units had closed up
to the river having enccuntercti n: copositicn. 20 prisoners were

evaocuated who had been picked vz niding in the towns and woods,
artillery fire was directed cn tr ops wnd anti-circraft poslticns cn
the Bast kank of the river.

The plan had bsen to relieve the task force on completicon of
itst mlssion, but this was changed &t 1800 hours when the Divisien
Commonder and his G=-2 and G-3 suopped in the TF CP. It was declded
thet the task force would assiet the 358th Infantry Legiment in
holding the prescnt «rea zlong the river front, .

The task feree held this ground until 1630 the following day
when 1t was relieved by the 2nd Cavalry Group to move c¢n egaine That
night the task force made - long march through BAD KREUZNACH to
vicinity of WOLFSHEIY, scme units heving to move as far as 30-mlles.

PHASE ITI - MAINZ

On the 20th of Merch at 0600 the task force moved out cn its?
new mission which was to reccnnoitcr in front and protect the right
flenk of the division as 1t raced towerds MAINZ. It was known thot
the bridges at MAINZ were blewn and that there were large numbers of
enenly troops in the eity ¢ud in the numcrous towns in the bend cf the
river, Compuny C, 773rd TD Bn was re-attached to tae 359th Infanlry
Regiment and Company A was brought in tc replace Compeny Co

Althcugh the trcops ¢f the task force were quite tired due to
fast mcvement and lack of sleep, they pushed chead with lightning-
like spesd., By 1200 they had ciecred 16 towns, three ninefields and
two rcadblccks, and hed rewched a point only three miles from the
clty propir. There they were blocked by eneny dug in elong the
raeilroad traocks, supported by heavy norter fire, AT guns and o large
number I ?ick guns,

The fcroe under Ceptain Wegner, CO, Co. D, 712 Tk Bn, ccvered
& central rcute through the zone, Cclonel Spless, the task foroe
ocommander, acoompanied this group. The column was moving rron
NIEDER SAULHEIM to NIEDER OLY in the latter pert of the n rning.
It was obcut tc close in on the town after white flags had been dls-
played when they were riet by o withering blest of 20mm and 40mm
Li. fire. Twc M10s were blastcd befcre the little group could
recover. Cclonel Spless perscnally flushed & German scldler crouched
in a trench with & bazoocke rcady in hand. A TOT was immedicotely
called down on the towns The infentry then attempted to take the
town but were forced back. Later cn in the eftcrnoon ancther TOT
was placed con the town and the infantry finslly moved in from the
scuthern flank.
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TF Sp1css was ordered then to proteot the right flank c¢f the
Divisicn while the infantry. glcened up resistance., Three reginments
were used, taking until laue the nex% day €s over 4000 PSN were -

captured.

While blocking_to.the sou;h and southeast during the night the
90th Ren Trocp hed its’ (P in SWLZE. It was attacked dx*!ng tae
night by a strcng combat petrol. Most of the enemy were killed or
captured withcu oasualtles tc our t”O“poa

During the next dey, 21 Mureb 12 ’3 the task forece moved up
slong the right flank of the Divisicon, taxing the towns -f NACKENHEIM
cn the phins River, . o

Lgain, for the third time *ant ths task forge had fought itst
way to the Rhine River ia six deys, iv found opportune targets on the
far shore.

The ©vssk foroe was refitevel of‘its responsibility et 2026 on
the night of 22 March 1945, but due to the small force meking the
relief, units of the task force wers left in pcsition during the nigh.

PFASE IV - DARMSTADT

The units that nﬂrmally forn the tesk force having crossed the

Rhine River with their respective -units, TF Solesds was refcrmed on -
24 Maroh, with the mission of capturlng DARMSThDT, a c¢lty ncrmally of

beut LOé 000 populaeticn. The reascn such e small force was uscd was
thgt the w~cds west cf DARMSTADT and the city it€elf were reported
olear of enemy trocps. Before the task force went into action-on. the
mornlng of the 25th, the 90th Ron Troup wes deteched frim 1t snd one .
pletcon of light tenks was ordered away., Luckily, the order.remdving
the llght tanks was not reoeived until aftcr the atteck had started
end it could nct be c2 mplied with. L S

"The small force assembled in GRIESHEUW at 1130 LN, having-been
delayed while walting cn orders from higher headquartprs, The task:
foree moved into town from the West and southwest., Vory little -
onposSiticn was mete. There as a short firefight ‘over & roadblook. as
the tesk force entered the olty from the wodt. On the northesst side
of town, the second platocn of 773rd TD Ren Co. was patrclling a
wocded area when eneny bezooka and machine gun 'firé Xo'd ocne PIeDe
The three cccupants were injured, one of them being texen priscner.
A few days later he was retaken by fricnily troops.

In scouring out the olty, 130 Pswy were taksn,; end a number of
prisoners were freeds A liberated French Gﬂlonel ubuimated th&t there
were 1000 Frenoh refugees relsased, . :

The problem then was control of the oivilian populatiocn, At
2000 hours, Coloncl Spiess . was relicved of his positicn -as mayor of
the town since it fell at 1600, by the 26th Infantry Division,

Oon the fol;owing-morning, 26 Meroh 1945, Coldnel Spiess had
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Captains Kelly end Dye into the CP at 0600 hours to expleln the new
task force missicn which hcd bcen reoeived during the night, The .
mission was to reconnodter in front of the Division as it advanced
northeast towards the Main River with speecial emphasis on the right
flank,

The task force nmoved 2ubt ¢t 0700 hours, blecking thes right
flank as it cleared five townhs on ths right flank,

Elements of the 4th irmcred Division were mct at the crossroads
north of WEISKIRCHEN at 1600 hours &nd “hen blocked to the right,
thereby accomplishing the nissicn. Cnly smell elements of disorgan-
ized snemy were met during the day,

PHASE V - HiNAU

‘ Compsny D, 712th Tk Bn orossed thé Main River ca the 90th
Division bridge at MULHRIN on the night of the 28th o>f ¥arch with

Bn Hqs ard Ren Coa. 773vrd 7o Br. cven though TF Spless was ne%
operaticnal at the time. 7i2th Tk Ba assawrlt guns were not avallable
for this operation. During the night, the task foroe was given the
missisn of reconnoltering cnd blocking the Divisiop right flank es
the Divi-~.on zone fanned out into a pie shape, 328th Reglment of

the 26tr _<“vntry Division orn the 90th Division left, was contacted
duripg taic sight of the 28th azd the plans of the task force were
cocrdinsted with that unit.

At 0600 on the 29th*sf “cich; the task force moved out on 1ts
misgion and by 0830 hours hed aivanced 10-kilometers to the north-
east to the tcwn of LANGENBERGHEIM. Colonel Spless halted the
task force there, since its lecading elements were galte exposed,

Oon the right, the 11th Arnmored Division and the 26th Infantry Div.
were meeting stiff resistanos. At 0850 word was received from
Divisién that its sector had shifted to the [ust. The task force
then changed 1ts direction of advance to the northwest in order ta
comb the crea in the new zone, The general sree HEIDENBERGE -
ALTENSTADT ~ NDR FLARSTADT was cleared and occupiede During the day,
119 PsW were taken and some valuablc information about enemy positions
that the 1lth 4rmored Division wes to mecet the next day in the
BUDDINGEN Aarea was passed on to higher headquerters,

PHASE VI - HERSFELD

At 0600 hours, omn the 30th of Mareh 1945, the task force moved
out on its new mission, clearing roads and tcwns in front of the 90th
Division as it mopped up to the northeest behirnd the 4th Armored
Divisinn. Many pockets of enemy had been bypassed by the crmor as
it moved down the mailn roeds,

The task force was instrumentcl in the Divisionts 25.mile
advance during the day. 41l but two towns, USENBORN and GELNHU, in -
the Division zone were cleared by the task foroe.
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Tirefights were engaged in at BOBENHAUSEN, BERGHEIN,

HIRZENHEIM, and USENBORN. 4t the latter, our forces XK0'd one AT gun
and one M8 (2nd pltn, 773rd Reon Co.) wes KO'd by another AT guls
Three men were injured when the vehicle burned, Colonel Spless was
present at this action. Since il w:=3 ax Infantry Jjob to clean out the
town, he turned USENBORN and GELNE:isR over to the 2nd Bn, 358th Inf,
while he sent hls foroese arovad to ths rear where they tock the town
of WENINGS. During the day ¢£ Psy woere vaken and & number of enenmy -
were killed and woundad,

The task force was complimensted on 1ts good work during the day,
On 31 Maroh, the task force ocontinued its mission of reconnoi*ering
to the Divisicn?s front. Duc to the larze number of friendly troops
in the area (elements of threce armored divislon’s treins were
contaoted) it wes almost impossible to acoomplish anything worthwhile,
however, a number of baok roads and out of the way towns were clecred,
at 1809 hours thet night the task forece was dissolved,

During the period the tusk foroce osptured & total of 783 PsWw,
end X0'd “he following enemy equipment: 1 steamboet, 2 trucks,
16 Gp vehicles, 1 other vehicle, 2 MGs cnd 2 AA guns,
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