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Mission Accomplished 

I N M E M O R I A M 

p f c . A r d i n c M . H a r s t a d Sgt. H a r o l d F . M o o n e y 

P f c . N i l s Eidsness C p l . H e n r y G . P o p p 

T / 5 L l o y d H o l l a n d Sgt. E r n e s t E . P a r r i s 

Sgt. R o b e r t F . Jones 2nd L t . J o h n B . H a y w o o d 

S / S g t . James G . N e w m a n Sgt, S i g v a l M , C a r l s o n 

1st L t . E d w a r d S. K a f k a Sgt. F r a n c i s M . Z e r r 

P v t . R o b e r t H . B u r n s T / 5 N o r m a n C . D u t o i t 

T / 5 K u r t W a s e l P v t . D a l e H . E l l i n g s o n 

S / S g t . D o y l e D . G r i m m P f c . W o o d r o w M i l l i g a n 

T / 5 H a r o l d H . S t i c k e l P v t . E d w a r d P. Paddock 

Sgt . M i l l a r d E . St igen C a p t , P a u l R , B r u n t 

Sgt, R a y m o n d E . L a r s o n Sgt, A r t h u r M y g l a n d 

S / S g t . H a r o l d T . B r o w n 1st L t . H a r o l d O . W e i s w e i v e r 

T / 5 Jesse L . A n d e r s o n C p l . C l a r e n c e A . L a r s e n 

1st L t . J o h n P . H u g h e s P v t . F e r d i n a n d J . S c h m i d t 

C p l . D o n a l d F . R a m h o r s t T / 5 A r n o l d E . F r e e l a n d e r 

P f c . N o r m a n T o g s t a d S / S g t , E r i c A . A n t o n s o n 

P v t . W i l l i a m R . H a n s o n Sgt. R o b e r t C . E l i j a h 

T/-^ A l b e r t C o l a i a n n i C p l . Sta.nley E . H a m s 

P v t . C a r l A . A p p l e q u i s t S / S g t , A l v i n K . W a g g o n e r 

S / S g t . O s c a r E . L y s t a d Sgt, A r t h u r B . R o s s l a n d 

T / 5 G u s t a v e H a g e r P f c . H e n r y O , Stenberg 
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A C T I V A T I O N 

O n ] 4 J u l y 1 9 4 1 o f f i c i a l orders w e r e rece ived b y H e a d q u a r t e r s , 
7 6 t h F i e l d A r t i l l e r y B r i g a d e a t F o r t F r a n c i s E . W a r r e n , W y o m i n g " 
f r o m H e a d q u a r t e r s I X C o r p s , F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n t o f o r m a 
P r o v i s i o n a l A n t i t a n k B a t t a l i o n to become an ac t ive p a r t o f the 7 6 t h 
F i e l d A r t i l l e r y B r i g a d e . 

L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l F r a n k E . M e e k o f t h e 1 8 3 r d F i e l d A r t i l l e r y 
R e g i m e n t was d e s i g n a t e d as B a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r o f t h e n e w 
B a t t a l i o n a n d M a j o r I r a M . F . G a u l k e o f t h e 1 8 8 t h F i e l d A r t i l l e r y 
R e g i m e n t assigned as B a t t a l i o n E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r . 

T h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f t h e B a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r a n d E x e c u t i v e 
O f f i c e r c o m p l e t e d , the f o l l o w i n g ass ignments w e r e m a d e o n the 
B a t t a l i o n S t a f f : 

C a p t a i n I f a r r y W . N e l s o n P l a n s a n d T r a i n i n g O f f i c e r 
C a p t a i n E r n e s t H . O m a n C o m m u n i c a t i o n s O f f i c e r 
1st L t . D a n i e l M . C a r t e r A d j u t a n t 
2 n d L t . L o u i s G i l l S u p p l y O f f i c e r 

T h e B a t t a l i o n Sta f f n o w c o m p l e t e . B a t t e r y " G " o f the 1 8 3 r d 
F i e l d A r t i l l e r y R e g i m e n t , a n I d a h o N a t i o n a l G u a r d U n i t w h i c h 
e n t e r e d i n t o ac t ive F e d e r a l Service f r o m P o c a t e l l o , I d a h o became 
B a t t e r y " A " of t h e P r o v i s i o n a l B a t t a l i o n , B a t t e r y " H " , w h i c h e n t e r e d 
i n t o a c t i v e f e d e r a l service f r o m R e x b u r g , I d a h o became B a t t e r y " B " , 
B a t t e r y " G " of t h e 1 8 8 t h F i e l d A r t i l l e r y R e g i m e n t , w h i c h e n t e r e d 
i n t o a c t i v e F e d e r a l Serv ice f r o m M i n o t , N o r t h D a k o t a , became 
B a t t e r y " C " a n d B a t t e r y " L I , w h i c h e n t e r e d i n t o f e d e r a l service f r o m 
L i s b o n , N o r t h D a k o t a , became B a t t e r y " D " o f t h e n e w B a t t a l i o n . 

I l w a s n o w necessary to a c t i v a t e a H e a d q u a r t e r s B a t t e r y f o r 
t h e n e w o r g a n i z a t i o n . Cadres of e n l i s t e d p e r s o n n e l w e r e t a k e n f r o m 
H e a d q u a r t e r s 7 6 t h F i e l d A r t i l l e r y B r i g a d e , t h e 1 8 3 r d F i e l d A r t i l l e r y 
R e g i m e n t a n d t h e 1 8 8 t h F i e l d A r t i l l e r y R e g i m e n t . T h e c o m p l e t e 
p e r s o n n e l c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e n e w B a t t a l i o n was n o w a c c o m p l i s h e d . 
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T h e p r i n c i p a l a r m o n f o r m a t i o n o f t h e B a t t a l i o n was to be t h e 
7 5 m m t o w e d piece w i t h f o u r each such g u n s assigned lo B a t t e r i e s " A " , 
" B " , " C " a n d " D " . E q u i p m e n t a n d suppl ies i n s m a l l q u a n t i t i e s 
necessary f o r t h e i n i t i a l f u n c t i o n i n g w e r e o n h a n d a n d t h e f i r s t 
phases of a n t i - t a n k t r a i n i n g w e r e entered i n t o . 

Po le M o u n t a i n , a h i l l y r e s e r v a t i o n s o u t h w e s t o f C h e y e n n e , 
W y o m i n g , w a s t h e l o c a l i t y d e s i g n a t e d f o r t h e B a t t a l i o n to p r a c t i c e 
i n d i r e c t f i r i n g at selected t a r g e t s a n d d i r e c t f i r e a t t o w e d t a r g e t s . 
T r a i n i n g m o v e d ahead m e t h o d i c a l l y w i t h a g r e a t degree of success. 

2 1 J u l y 1 9 4 1 , w r i t t e n orders w e r e rece ived b y t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
t h a t i t w o u l d be o r d e r e d to m o v e i n the m o n t h o f A u g u s t , 1 9 4 1 t o 
F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e P a c i f i c Coast m a n e u v e r s . 
T i m e was s h o r t a n d t h e u n i t w o r k e d r a p i d l y t o be r e a d y f o r t h e i r 
f i r s t l o n g o v e r l a n d m a r c h as a n o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

T h e m o r n i n g o f 4 A u g u s t 1 9 4 1 , w i t h t h e l e a d v e h i c l e pass ing 
t h r o u g h t h e m a i n gate of F o r t bVanc i s E . W a r r e n , W y o m i n g a t 
0 7 3 0 h o u r s , t h e B a t t a l i o n m o v e d o u t a n d was o n i t s w a y t o the 
W e s t Coast . H o l d i n g t h e h o n o r o f b e i n g t h e o n l y t r oops o f t h e e n t i r e 
7 b l h K i e l d A r t i l l e r y B r i g a d e to be c a l l e d f o r t h e m a n e u v e r s . 

B i v o u a c s e n r o u t e w e r e o c cup ied at R a w l i n s , W y o m i n g , P o c a t e l l o , 
I d a h o a n d P u y a l l u p , W a s h i n g t o n a n d o n the m o r n i n g o f 11 A u g u s t 
1 9 4 1 at 0 9 0 5 h o u r s , the c o n v o y e n t e r e d t h e l i m i t s o f F o r t L e w i s , 
W a s h i n g t o n . T h e l o n g m o v e h a d been a c c o m p l i s h e d i n i d e a l w e a t h e r 
c o n d i t i o n s w i t h n o accidents i n v o l v e d . B i l l e t s w e r e i n t h e 41s t D i v i s i o n 
c a n t o n m e n t area i n N o r t h F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n a n d the n e x t days 
w e r e spent i n r e a d y i n g veh i c l es , g u n s a n d p e r s o n n e l f o r t h e fas t 
a p p r o a c h i n g m a n e u v e r s . 

O n t h e o p e n i n g o f m a n e u v e r s , i n the v i c i n i t y o f C e n t r a l i a , 
W a s h i n g t o n , t h e B a t t a l i o n was ass igned to t h e B l u e forces , t h e 
d e f e n d i n g a r m y , a n d g i v e n t h e a s s i g n m e n t o f s e l e c t i n g pos i t i ons 
b o r d e r i n g e n e m y t e r r i t o r y t o w a r d o f f a n y a t t e m p t e d b r e a k t h r o u g h 
b y s i m u l a t e d t a n k s o f the o p p o s i n g R e d f orce , whose ob je c t ive was 
O l y m p i a , W a s h i n g t o n . T h i s w a s t h e f i r s t i n t r o d u c t i o n l o the t h e n 
n e w l y proposed tac t i c s f o r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t a n k s . A c t i o n w e n t o n 
u n d e r a l l types o f w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s a n d at t h e c u l m i n a t i o n o f t h e 
m a n e u v e r s , w h i c h f o u n d t h e i n v a d i n g Red a r m y b e i n g pushed i n t o 
t h e sea, t h e B a t t a l i o n c o m p r i s e d one o f the m a n y u n i t s o f the w i n n i n g 
B l u e f o rce . 

R e t u r n i n g l o F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n b i l l e t s w e r e r e o c c u p i e d 
i n t h e 41s t D i v h s i o n c a n t o n m e n t area a n d s t i u l y o f the p r i n c i p a l 
a r m w e n t f o r w a r d . 

2 September 1 9 4 1 , b y o f f i c i a l orders f r o m I I e a d ( [ u a r l e r s I X C o r p s , 
F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n , t h e u n i t was d e t a c h e d f r o m I X Corps -and 
o r d e r e d to r e t u r n b y m o t o r convoy t o F o r t F r a n c i s E . W a r r e n , 
W y o m i n g . 

I n t h e e a r l y m o r n i n g h o u r s o f 5 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 1 , Ihe o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n d e p a r t e d f r o m F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n a n d i n seven days 
c o m p l e t e d t h e r e t u r n j o u r n e y , a r r i v i n g a t F o r t W a r r e n the a f t e r n o o n 
o f 12 September 1 9 4 1 . T h e comple te o v e r l a n d m a r c h c o v e r i n g 120O 
m i l e s h a d been c o m p l e t e d w i t l i o u l an ac c ident of a n y n a t u r e . A n 
a d m i r a b l e r e c o r d , i i u l o e d , f o r a n e w o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

O n c e a g a i n i n F o r t W a r r e n , W y o m i n g , t h e p e r s o n n e l o f t h e 
l i a l t a l i o n , c o m m e n c e d t r a i n i n g , p r o f i l i n g b y the exper ience g a i n e d i n 
t h e m a n e u v e r s . 

T r a i n i n g c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h w i n d y , w e t a n d s n o w y w e a l h e r at 
t h e P o l e M o u n t a i n m a n e u v e r area w i t h h i g h ac( ;uracy i n the f i r i n g 
o f t h e 7 5 m m g u n b e i n g a t t a i n e d . I n d i v i d i u i l t i m e of f t h e r a n g e ^vas 
spent w i t h l o n g h o u r s i n m a n y class r o o m s , g a i n i n g k n o w l e d g e o f 
f i r s t a i d , s c o u t i n g , p a t r o l l i n g , m a p r e a d i n g a n d n o m e n c l a t u r e o f 
i n d i v i d u a l weapons . 

O n 7 D e c e m b e r 19-41, w h e n the B a t t a l i o n was b a r e l y f o u r 
m o n t h s o l d , came the news of t h e i n f a m o u s stab i n the back b y 
Ja|)an a g a i n s t P e a r l H a r b o r a n d w e w e r e a t w a r . 

9 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 1 , o rders w e r e rece ived f i o m H e a d q u a r t e r s , 
7 ( i l h h ' i e l d A r t i l l e r y B r i g a d e t h a t Ihe B a t t a l i o n w o u l d m o v e as a 
p a r t o f the B r i g a d e f r o m F o r t F r a n c i s E . W a r r e n , W y o m i n g t o 
F o r t T.,ewis, W a s h i n g t o n . 

O n t h e m o r n i n g o f 11 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 1 , the second o v e r l a n d 
m a r c h f o r t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n began . U p o n a r r i v i n g at R a w l i n s , 
W y o m i n g , the n i g h t o f t h e f i r s t day 's m a r c h , te !e] )hone orders w e r e 
re ce ived t h a t t h e B r i g a d e w o u l d m a k e a forced n u i r c h t o a r r i v e a t 
l ' ' o r t L e w i s i n the shortes t possible t i m e . 

M o v e m e n t o u t f r o m R a w l i n s , W y o m i n g was i m m e d i a t e l y m a d e 
a n d a f t e r t r a v e l i n g n i g h t a n d day f o r f o u r days thi^ougl i w e a t h e r 
c o n d i t i o n s t h a t v a r i e d f r o m co ld , w l i i p p i n g w i n d s to f l u r r i e s o f snow 



o n ice covered roads , t h e B a l t a l i o n a r r i v e d at F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n 
o n 15 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 1 . T h e u n i t , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e e n t i r e 7 6 t h F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y B r i g a d e , was q u a r t e r e d i n a t e n t c a m p a t C a m p M u r r a y , 
W a s h i n g t o n , a s u b - s t a t i o n of t h e m a i n F o r t L e w i s r e s e r v a t i o n . 

O n 2 1 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 1 , o rders w e r e rece ived f r o m H e a d q u a r t e r s , 
I X Corps , F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n , t h a t t h e u n i t , s t i l l a P r o v i s i o n a l 
A n t i - t a n k o r g a n i z a t i o n , w o u l d be a c t i v a t e d as o f that da te as t h e 
7 7 6 t h T a n k D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n . 

R e o r g a n i z a t i o n c o m p r i s e d B a t t e r y " A " , w i t h e n l i s t e d p e r s o n n e l 
of t h e P r o v i s i o n a l H e a d q u a r t e r s B a t t e r y , b e c o m i n g H e a d q u a r t e r s 
C o m p a n y , B a t t e r y " B " d e s i g n a t e d as Reconnaissance C o m p a n y , 
B a t t e r y " G " became C o m p a n y " A " a n d B a t t e r y " D " b e c o m i n g 
C o m p a n y " B " . C o m m i s s i o n e d p e r s o n n e l w h i c h h e r e t o f o r e h a d been 
on detached service w i t h the P r o v i s i o n a l B a t t a l i o n , were now assigned 
t o t h e n e w B a t t a l i o n . 

C a p t a i n H o l m e s H . B e v i n g t o n , f o r m e r l y C o m m a n d i n g O f f i c e r 
of B a t t e r y " A " w a s a p p o i n t e d to t h e B a l l a l i o n S t a f f a n d des ignated 
I n t e l l i g e n c e a n d O p e r a t i o n s o f f i cer r e p l a c i n g C a p t a i n H a r r y W . N e l s o n 
w h o was t r a n s f e r r e d t o a n o t h e r c o m m a n d . T h e B a t t a l i o n Sta f f a n d 
C o m m a n d i n g O f f i c e r s of t h e n e w companies w e r e n o w : 

L i e u t e n a n t Colonel F r a n k E . M e e k B a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r 
M a j o r I r a M . F . G a u l k e E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r 
C a p t a i n H o l m e s H . B e v i n g t o n I n t e l l i g e n c e a n d O p e r a t i o n s 
1st L t . D a n i e l M . C a r t e r A d j u t a n t 
1st L t . G e o r g e I I . P o l l e r H e a d q u a r t e r s C o m p a n y 
2 n d L t . L o u i s G i l l S u p p l y O f f i c e r 
C a p t a i n P y r d i t h E . O w e n C o m p a n y " A " 
1st L t . J e w e l l C. C h r i s l e n s e n C o m p a n y " B " 
1st L t . W a l t e r B . Swope J r . Reconnaissance C o m p a n y 

T h e p r i n c i p a l arm o f t h e n e w B a t t a l i o n u n d e r l l i e T a b l e s o f 
E q u i p m e n t w a s t o be t h e s e l f - p r o p e l l e d 7 5 m m piece b u t r e p l a c e m e n t 
o f t h e t o w e d w e a p o n , of t h e same c a l i b r e , n o w i n use b y t h e u n i t 
w a s n o t expected u n t i l some f u t u r e date . 

A t t h i s t i m e , t l i e B a t t a l i o n , n o w a separate u n i t ^ l e f t t h e 
76th F i e l d A r t i l l e r y B r i g a d e i n t h e i r tent c a m p at C a m p I V I u r r a y , 
W a s h i n g t o n a n d m o v e d to the 4 1 s t D i v i s i o n C a n t o n m e n t area where 
b a r r a c k s w e r e o c c u p i e d , b e c o m i n g G e n e r a l H e a d q u a r t e r s Reserve 
t roops a n d a n assigned e l e m e n t o f I X C o r p s . 

O c c u p a t i o n o f b a r r a c k s c o m p l e t e d , the B a t t a l i o n p e r f o r m e d c o n ­
t i n u a l g u a r d d u t y at s t r a t e g i c j ) o ints o n t h e r e s e r v a t i o n . 

O n 2 4 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 2 , t h e u n i t was g i v e n t h e m i s s i o n of m a k i n g 
a r o a d m a r c h l o t h e v i c i n i t y of C a r l i s l e , W a s h i n g t o n , t h e r e t o t a k e 
u p de fens ive pos i t i ons a l o n g t h e coast. O c c u p y i n g b i l l e t s i n t h e s m a l l 
t o w n o f C a r l i s l e , t h e B a t t a l i o n p u t g u n s i n t o pos i t i ons o n t h e r o c k y 

Lt. Col. Barney and Major Shirley 

cl i lTs near Pac i f i c Beach a n d C o p a l i s B e a c h , W a s h i n g t o n which 
a f f o r d e d f u l l o h s e r v a t i o n o f the assigned sector o f coast. I n a d d i t i o n , 
v e h i c u l a r pa t ro l s t h r o u g h o u t t h e sector w e r e c a r r i e d o u t c o n s t a n t l y . 
T h r o u g h o u l t h e p e r i o d 2 4 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 2 to 12 F e b r u a r y 1942 
t h e B a t t a l i o n m a i n t a i n e d this a s s i g n m e n t . On 15 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 2 , 
t h e u n i t was r e l i e v e d of its m i s s i o n a n d returned once a g a i n to Fort 
L e w i s , \ \ ' a s I i i n g l o n . 

U n i t t r a i n i n g c o n t i n u e d and f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f the t h e n 
n e w tac t i cs of a t a n k d e s t r o y e r b a l l a l i o n . 
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I n o r d e r t o c omple te t h e n e w o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e u n i t as t o 
t r o o p c o m p l e m e n t t h e n e x t p l a n was to f o r m a n a d d i t i o n a l f i r i n g 
c o m p a n y to become C o m p a n y " C " i n o r d e r t h a t t h e B a t t a l i o n w o u l d 
have t h r e e f i r i n g companies . E n l i s t e d p e r s o n n e l f r o m t h e o t h e r c o m ­
panies w i t h i n t h e B a t t a l i o n w e r e des ignated a n d ass igned to t h e n e w 
c o m p a n y w i t h F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t D a n i e l M . C a r t e r , B a l t a l i o n A d j u t a n t , 
a p p o i n t e d as t h e C o m m a n d i n g O f f i c e r . D u r i n g J a n u a r y 1942 1st 
L i e u t e n a n t s J o h n S. F u l t o n a n d Jack K r a n i n g r e p o r t e d f o r d u t y w - i t h 
t h e B a t t a l i o n . 

O n 14 M a r c h 1 9 4 2 , f o u r o f f i cers a n d t w e n t y - e i g h t e n l i s t e d m e n 
w e r e p laced o n spec ia l d u t y f r o m the companies w i t h i n i h e B a t t a l i o n 
w i t h t h e T a n k D e s t r o y e r T r a i n i n g C e n t e r w h i c h h a d been s e t - u p 
b y t h e U n i t i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e 8 9 9 t h T a n k D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n 
a n d 8 0 5 r d T a n k D e s t r o y e r B a l t a l i o n t o t r a i n r e c r u i t s w h o w e r e 
a r r i v i n g f r o m F o r t S n e l l i n g , M i n n e s o t a . 

D u r i n g t h i s m o n t h M a r c h 1 9 4 2 , Second L i e u t e n a n t s E l t o n 
W . G r a y , R o b e r t A . H a l e , Jack T . I V e s c o t t a n d W i l l i a m C. W e i r , 
w h o w e r e p r e v i o u s l y on detached service w i t h t h e B a l t a l i o n f r o m the 
1 8 3 r d F i e l d A r t i l l e r y R e g i m e n t , w e r e assigned t o t h e u n i t f r o m t h a t 
r e g i m e n t . 

M a r c h 2 0 , 1 9 4 2 , M a j o r James P . B a r n e y J r . , r e p o r t e d to t h e 
U n i t f r o m H e a d q u a r t e r s I X C o r p s , F o r t L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n as 
t h e n e w B a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r r e p l a c i n g L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l F r a n k 
E . M e e k w h o was t r a n s f e r r e d to a n o t h e r p o s i t i o n i n the W e s t e r n 
C o m m a n d . 

F u r t h e r a d d i t i o n a l c o m m i s s i o n e d ass ignments i n M a r c h a n d 
A p r i l 1942 w e r e m a d e to t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n b r i n g i n g t h e o f f i cer p e r ­
sonne l n e a r e r t h e r e ( [ u i r c d q u o t a . Second L i e u t e n a n t s Jack H . R o t h ­
s c h i l d , L o u i s J . W a d l e , Jess L . C u s i c k J r . , E d m o n d T . F e r g a s o n , 
W i l s o n E . A n d r e w s , E d w a r d s S. K a f k a , She lden L . T h o m p s o n , D o n a l d 
N . A n d e r s o n a n d R o b e r t E . S l e r n f e l s a r r i v e d f r o m C a m p Rober t s , 
C a l i f o r n i a , Second L i e u t e n a n t F r a n k J . O c c h i p i n t i r e p o r t i n g f o r d u t y 
f r o m F o r t F r a n c i s E . W a r r e n , W y o m i n g , a n d Second L i e u t e n a n t s 
V e r n o n F . H o v e y J r . , a n d P a u l R . B r u n t r e p o r t i n g f r o m F o r t R i l e y , 
Kansas . 

O r d e r s w e r e rece ived b y t h e B a l t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r f r o m H e a d ­
q u a r t e r s I X Corps t h a t t h e u n i t w o u l d send one c o m p a n y to t h e 
v i c i n i t y o f B a n d o n , O r e g o n t o p a t r o l t l i e coast i n t h a t sector a g a i n s t 
possible i n v a s i o n a t t e m p t s a n d t o m a i n t a i n s e c u r i t y over v i t a l w a r 
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i n s t a l l a t i o n s l ocated i n t h a t area . C o m p a n y " A " , r i n d e r t h e c o m m a n d 
o f C a p t a i n P y r d i t h E . O w e n , was d e s i g n a t e d f o r t h a t d u t y a n d o n 
5 A p r i l 1 9 4 2 , t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n m o v e d b y m o t o r f r o m F o r t L e w i s , 
W a s h i n g t o n to t h a t v i c i n i t y to execute i t s m i s s i o n . O n t h i s date , 
a n o t h e r o f f i cer a s s i g n m e n t b r o u g h t Second L i e u t e n a n t W i l l i s F . C o l e J r . , 
to t h e B a t t a l i o n . 

A t l o n g last , t h e l o n g a w a i t e d a r r i v a l o f t h e h a l f - t r a c k e d , se l f -
p r o p e l l e d 7 5 m m piece w a s r e a l i z e d d u r i n g t h e m o n t h o f A p r i l 1 9 4 2 . 
O p e r a t i o n s a n d t r a i n i n g o f t h e B a t t a l i o n n o w centered o n t h e t r a i n i n g 
o f p e r s o n n e l as g u n crews f o r the n e w piece. F r o m ' d r y f i r i n g ' o f 
the n e w piece, t r a i n i n g o f the crews w e n t o n t o the l i v e f i r i n g r a n g e s . 
I n a d d i t i o n to t r a i n i n g o n the 7 5 m m piece , i n s t r u c t i o n o n t h e 5 7 m m 
g u n was c a r r i e d o u t . I n d i v i d u a l m a r k s m a n s h i p was s t r e n g t h e n e d b y 
l o n g , v i g o r o u s d r y f i r i n g d r i l l s a n d was c a r r i e d f r o m t h e a i m i n g a t 
b a r r a c k s w a l l s to t a r g e t s o n t h e l i v e f i r i n g r a n g e . 

M a t e r i e l a n d i n d i v i d u a l a r m s t r a i n i n g s h i f t e d to open t e r r a i n 
p r o b l e m s i n the f o r m o f i n t r i c a t e m a p courses, s trenous n i g h t p a t r o l s 
a n d p e r f e c t i o n b y t h e d r i v e r s a n d crews i n the m a n e u v e r i n g o f t h e 
n e w g u n s . P r o b l e m s w e r e p l a n n e d b y the B a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r f o r 
t h r e e f i r i n g c o m p a n i e s , " A " , " B " a n d " C " a n d Reconnaissance 
C o m p a n y w h i c h w e r e c a r r i e d o u t i n t h e t e r r i t o r y a d j a c e n t to t h e 
r e s e r v a t i o n . 

O n 22 M a y 1 9 4 2 , the t r a i n i n g o f the n e w m e n a t t h e T a n k 
D e s t r o y e r T r a i n i n g C e n t e r i n n o r t h F o r t L e w i s was c o m p l e t e d a n d 
as a c l i m a x to t h e i r l o n g , s trenous p r o g r a m , t h e n e w m e m b e r s o f 
t h e B a l l a l i o n staged a n impress ive r e v i e w p a r a d e before t h e B a t t a l i o n 
C o m m a n d e r a n d h i s s ta f f . T h e of f icers a n d e n l i s t e d p e r s o n n e l o f t h e 
B a t t a l i o n w h o h a d served as i n s t r u c t o r s a t t h e h i g h l y successful 
t r a i n i n g center n o w r e t u r n e d to t h e i r f o r m e r companies w i t h i n 
t l i e u n i t . 

O n 2 5 M a y 1 9 4 2 , Second L i e u t e n a n t Jack T . Pres co t t was 
r e l i e v e d f r o m a s s i g n m e n t w i t h Reconnaissance C o m p a n y to assume 
c o m m a n d o f H e a d ( [ u a r t e r s C o m p a n y i n place o f F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t 
( j e o r g e 11. P o t t e r w h o became the n e w ( c o m m a n d i n g O f f i c e r o f 
C o m p a n y " A " r e p l a c i n g C a p t a i n P y r d i t h E . O w e n w h o l e f t t h e 
B a t t a l i o n i n a cadre w h i c h i n c l u d e d F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t s Jack K r a n i n g , 
L y i e W . C l a r k a n d Second L i e u t e n a n t s R o b e r t S tern fe l s a n d G e o r g e 
h ' ie lds l o g e l h e r w i t h e n l i s t e d m e n f r o m the v a r i o u s c o m p a n i e s w h o 
w e r e p r o m o t e d as cadre j i e r s o n n e l p r i o r to t h e i r d e p a r t u r e to f o r m 
t h e 8 l 7 l h T a n k D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n at C a m p Chaf f ee , A r k a n s a s . 
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O n 2 J u n e 1 9 4 2 , M a j o r James P . B a r n e y J r . , B a t t a l i o n C o m ­
m a n d e r , was p r o m o t e d to t h e r a n k of L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l a n d depar ted 
f o r C a m p I l o o d , T e x a s t o e n r o l l i n a n o r i e n t a t i o n course on n e w 
tac t i cs of a t a n k des t royer b a t t a l i o n w h i c h w e r e b e i n g e l a b o r a t e d 
o n at t h a t l o c a t i o n , t h e T a n k D e s t r o y e r H e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e U n i t e d 
States A r m y . D u r i n g t h e absence o f L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l B a r n e y , 
A l a j o r I r a M . U . G a u l k e , E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , assumed c o m m a n d o f 
t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

O n 26 J u n e 1 9 4 2 . T / i e u I e n a n t C o l o n e l James P . B a r n e y J r . . 
r e t u r n e d f r o m C a m p H o o d . T e x a s r e a s s u m i n g c o m m a n d of t h e 
B a t t a l i o n a n d n e w a d d i t i o n a l lac t i cs w e r e i n n n e d i a t e l y l a i d o u t For t h e 
companies a n d steps progressed t o w a r d s t h e i r successful d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h e 2 2 n d o f J u l y 1 9 4 2 , o rders w e r e re ce ived b y t h e B a l t a l i o n 
f r o m H e a d q u a r t e r s I X Corps , P^ort L e w i s , W a s h i n g t o n , t h a t t h e u n i t 
w o u l d m o v e b y r a i l to C a m p H o o d , T e x a s o n 2 4 J u l y 1 9 4 2 , f o r 
a d d i t i o n a l t r a i n i n g i n l a n k d e s t r o y e r o p e r a t i o n s . 

U n d e r the c o m m a n d of L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l James P . B a r n e y J r . , 
t h e B a l t a l i o n e n t r a i n e d on 2 4 J u l y 1 9 4 2 , b y t w o separate t r a i n s t o 
b e g i n t h e f r e k to t h e stale o f T e x a s . 

A r r i v i n g at Copperas Cove , T e x a s i n the e v e n i n g o f 2 9 J u l y 
1 9 4 2 , t h e u n i t d e t r a i n e d a n d m o v e d t h e e q u i p m e n t , w h i c h h a d a r r i v e d 

t h e same d a y b y t h e f i r s t spec ia l t r a i n , t o the v i c i n i t y southeast o f 
Copperas Cove , T e x a s . 

T h e n e x t days w e r e spent i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a t e n t c a m p 
a n d t r a i n i n g b e g a n o n t h e l a c t i c a l p r o b l e m s sent d o w n b y T a n k 
D e s t r o y e r T r a i n i n g C e n t e r H e a d c i u a r t e r s lo the B a t t a l i o n f o r exe­
c u t i o n i n the v a r i o u s cactus s t u d d e d m a n e u v e r areas p o p u l a r l y k n o w n 
as C o w H o u s e C r e e k . A n d e r s o n M o u n t a i n a n d P i d C o k e C r o s s i n g . 

R a p i d progress forw.Trd was m a d e t h r o u g h c o n c e n t r a t e d w o r k i n 
m a s t e r i n g the o p e r a t i o n o f the s e l f - p r f r p e l l c d 7 5 n i m w e a p o n a n d t h e 
p l a n n i n g a n d e x e c u t i o n of p r o b l e m s a g n l n s l o p p o s i n g forces w e r e 
c a r r i e d o u t i n t h e t e r r i t o r i e s o f G a t e s v i l l e , K i l c e n a n d 1 .ampasas 
T e x a s . E m p h a s i s w a s p laced o n p e r f e c t i o n o f a n t i - a i r c r a f t defense 
a n d f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n o f t h e tac t i c s w h i c h w e r e e m p l o y e d b y s i m u l a t e d 
e n e m y forces a g a i n s t t h e B a t t a l i o n . I n t h e e x e c u t i o n o f t l i e m a j o r i t y 
o f p r o b l e m s , t h e i m i t moved o u t o f i t s assigned area u n d e r cover o f 
darkness a n d c o n d u c t e d r a d i o s i l enced , b l a c k - o u t d r i v i n g road marches 
t o w a r d t h e i r des ignated assembly area . R e a c h i n g t h e assembly p o i n t . 
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b a t t l e d i spers i on o f e q u i p m e n t a n d p e r s o n n e l w a s m a d e w i t h s l i t 
t r enches d u g f o r p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i n d i v i d u a l . A n t i - a i r c r a f t a n d se­
c u r i t y sections outpos l ed t h e area to r e p e l a t t a c k b y o p p o s i n g f o r c e 
p a t r o l s . A t d a w n , t h e B a t t a l i o n m o v e d t o p r e v i o u s l y r e c o n n o i t e r e d 
p o s i t i o n s i n t h e d i r e c t i o n f r o m w h i c h t h e e n e m y w o u l d come. W i t h 
t h e B a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r d i r e c t i n g t h e d i s p o s i t i o n o f h i s c o m m a n d 
b y r a d i o , t h e p r o b l e m s w e r e executed i n a r e a l i s t i c , p r o f i c i e n t m a n n e r . 

T h e e n t i r e B a t t a l i o n n e x t m o v e d t h r o u g h a g r u e l l i n g schedule 
o f C o m m a n d o t r a i n i n g w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e d t h e i n d i v i d u a l c r o s s ing deep 
s t r e a m s , c l i m b i n g s l i p p e r y b a r b e d w i r e l a i d b a n k s , s c a l i n g steep w a l l s 
a n d m o v e m e n t t h r o u g h b a r b e d w i r e e n t a n g l e m e n t s m a d e h a z a r d o u s 
b y smoke screens a n d e x p l o d i n g d e m o l i t i o n s . 

F^xaclness was expected f r o m t h e i n d i v i d u a l i n t h e m a s t e r i n g o f 
d e m o l i t i o n s , a n d t h e d e t e c t i o n o f dangerous b o o b y t r a p s . Necess i ty f o r 
e x p e r t m a r k s m a n s h i p w i t h t h e i n d i v i d u a l w e a p o n was stressed a n d 
conf idence was b u i l t u p u n d e r l i v e f i r e i n m a c h i n e - g u n i n f i l t r a t i o n 
courses. D a r k f i r i n g b y t h e i n d i v i d u a l w i t h h i s w e a p o n i n a b l a c k e n e d 
t u n n e l was a d e m a n d e d r e q u i s i t e a n d g r o u p p a t r o l s i n n i g h t r e c o n ­
naissance w o r k w e n t ahead . T h e c u l m i n a t i o n o f t h e C o m m a n d o 
t r a i n i n g f o u n d t h e B a t t a l i o n p r o c e e d i n g t h r o u g h a r e a l i s t i c N a z i 
v i l l a g e w h i c h w a s c o n s t r u c t e d t o d e m o n s t r a t e every k n o w n e n e m y 
b o o b y t r a p . Sharpness o f r e a c t i o n was d e m a n d e d a n d t h e t r a i n i n g 
w h e n c o m p l e t e d , f o u n d t h e e n t i r e B a t t a l i o n a h a r d e n e d , a l e r t u n i t . 

h ' r o m C o m m a n d o t r a i n i n g , o p e r a t i o n once a g a i n r e t u r n e d t o t h e 
f i r i n g ranges a n d t l i r o u g h l o n g , heat l a d e n h o u r s t h e respec t ive 
companies became masters i n t h e use o f t h e s e l f - p r o p e l l e d 7 5 m m g u n . 
F i r i n g a t t o w e d t a r g e t s , a t d i f f e r e n t d istances , t h e l o n g t e d i o u s h o u r s 
o f t r a c k i n g , w h i c h h a d been c a r r i e d o u t p r e p a r a t o r y to m o v i n g t o 
t h e r a n g e s , showed resu l t s as r o u n d a f t e r r o u n d w e n t o n i t s w a y 
' b u s t i n g ' t a r g e t s w i t h u n e r r i n g a c c u r a c y . T h e 3 7 m m w e a p o n m o u n t e d 
o n t h e weapons c a r r i e r a n d t h e 50 c a l i b r e m a c h i n e - g u n came i n t o 
m u c h use as a l l p e r s o n n e l f i r e d t h o u s a n d s a n d thousands o f r o u n d s 
i n m a s t e r i n g these weapons a g a i n s t m o v i n g t a r g e t s . 

C h a n g e s i n sections a n d companies o f t h e c o m m a n d at t h i s 
t i m e f o u n d C a p t a i n W i l l i a m O . S h i r l e y J r . , C o m m a n d i n g O f f i c e r 
o f C o m p a n y " A " , d e p a r t i n g f o r t h e t a c t i c a l school a t C a m p H o o d 
p r o p e r w i t h L i e u t e n a n t L o u i s J . W a d l e a s s u m i n g t h a t c o m m a n d . 
C a p t a i n H o l m e s H . B e v i n g t o n was a g a i n assigned t o t h e B a t t a l i o n 
f r o m t h e T a n k D e s t r o y e r C e n t e r a n d was des ignated B a t t a l i o n E x e -
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c u t i v e O f f i c e r r e p l a c i n g M a j o r I r a M . F . G a u l k e , B a t t a l i o n E x e c u t i v e 
O f f i c e r since t h e U n i t ' s a c t i v a t i o n , w h o was assigned as a n ass istant 
i n t h e o p e r a t i o n s b r a n c h at t h e T a n k D e s t r o y e r C e n t e r . C a p t a i n 
" W i l l i a m O. S h i r l e y J r . , r e t u r n i n g f r o m school a t C a m p H o o d j o i n e d 
t h e B a t t a l i o n S t a f f as O p e r a t i o n s O f f i c e r succeed ing C a p t a i n J o h n 
S. F u l t o n w h o t h e n l e f t t h e B a t t a l i o n f o r a s s i g n m e n t t o a u n i t i n 
t h e W e s t . I n t h e M e d i c a l D e t a c h m e n t o f t h e B a t t a l i o n , F i r s t L i e u t e ­
n a n t s E d g a r C . B r a n t l y a n d W a l t e r V . Stone r e p o r t e d f o r d u t y w i t h 
L i e u t e n a n t B r a n t l y b e c o m i n g B a t t a l i o n S u r g e o n i n t h e place o f 
C a p t a i n James I I . C a r l o c k w h o w a s assigned t o t h e s ta f f of t h e 
S t a t i o n H o s p i t a l i n C a m p H o o d , T e x a s . L i e u t e n a n t W a l t e r V . Stone 
assumed h i s d u t y as B a t t a l i o n D e n t i s t . 

A s t h e t i m e i n T e x a s e n t e r e d t h e f i r s t week i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 2 , 
Second L i e u t e n a n t s P a u l D . P a t t i n s o n , G o r d o n E . H o o v e r , E l l a r 
A . H e n n i n g s e n , a n d R o n a l d A . H u t c h i n s , r e p o r t e d t o t h e B a t t a l i o n 
f r o m C a m p R o b e r t s , C a l i f o r n i a . F r o m t h e C a v a l r y R e p l a c e m e n t 
T r a i n i n g C e n t e r a t F o r t R i l e y , Kansas o n 2 1 S e p t e m b e r 1942 came 
Second L i e u t e n a n t s B e r n a r d L . K a n o z a , B u r n e l l F . Pe te r , J o h n 
C . W e l c h , K i n g C. G u l p , D o n a l d E . Jones, C l e m e n t P . K u j a w s k i 
a n d J . R . M e r r i t t . 

C a m p w o r k i n t h e B a t t a l i o n h a d progressed w i t h n u m e r o u s 
b u i l d i n g s c o n s t r u c t e d , t ents w a l l e d a n d f l o o r e d , a l l w i t h t h e a n t i c i ­
p a t i o n o f t h e c o lder w e a t h e r t h a t w a s n o w e v i d e n t . A s t h i s w o r k 
n e a r e d i t s c o m p l e t i o n t h e B a t t a l i o n was i n f o r m e d t h a t i t w o u l d m o v e 
i n t o b a r r a c k s a t C a m p H o o d T e x a s p r o p e r . 

O n 2 0 N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 2 , t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n b e g a n i t s m o v e m e n t , 
l e a v i n g b e h i n d t h e ' t e n t c i t y ' a n d r e t u r n e d once a g a i n t o c i v i l i z e d 
l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s . B a r r a c k s w e r e m a d e i m m a c u l a t e , m o t o r p a r k s 
i n s t a l l e d a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e c o m m a n d w a s n o w i n a c o m p a c t 
g r o u p . 

F u r t h e r o p e r a t i o n s o f t h e B a t t a l i o n consisted o f d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
p u t o n f o r v i s i t i n g h i g h r a n k i n g a r m y o f f i c i a l s b r i n g i n g o u t t h e 
degree o f d e v e l o p m e n t t h e B a t t a l i o n h a d a t t a i n e d i n m a s t e r i n g t h e 
tac t i c s o f t a n k d e s t r o y i n g . C o n t i n u a t i o n of o c c u p y i n g b i v o u a c areas 
b y b l a c k - o u t d r i v i n g u n d e r cover o f darkness a n d m o v i n g o u t to 
b a t t l e pos i t i ons a t e a r l y d a w n w e r e t w o of t h e m a n y types o f p r o b ­
l e m s executed . 

I n t h i s m o n t h , N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 2 , t h e n e w g u n des igned f o r t a n k 
d e s t r o y e r b a t t a l i o n s , t h e M - I O , was rece ived b y t h e B a t t a l i o n . A se l f -
p r o p e l l e d , f u l l t r a c k e d , o p e n t u r r e t v e h i c l e , m o u n t e d w i t h a h i g h 
v e l o c i t y t h r e e i n c h g u n , i t w a s capable o f d e s t r o y i n g a n y e n e m y 
a r m o r e d v e h i c l e or t a n k . 

C o m m i s s i o n e d changes i n t h e u n i t i n N o v e m b e r a n d D e c e m b e r 
1 9 4 2 , f o u n d Second L i e u t e n a n t E d w a r d A . M i s h k i n r e p l a c i n g Second 
L i e u t e n a n t B u r n e l l F . P e t e r as P e r s o n n e l O f f i c e r w i t h L i e u t e n a n t 
P e t e r g o i n g to C o m p a n y " A " . Second L i e u t e n a n t s P h i l l i p E . C a m e r o n 
a n d T h e o d o r e L . F a w c e t t j o i n e d t h e B a t t a l i o n f r o m t h e T a n k 
D e s t r o y e r C e n t e r a t C a m p H o o d , Texas . 

T h e m a n y m o n t h s o f h a r d , c o n t i n u o u s t r a i n i n g m a d e t h e f e e l i n g 
p r e v a l e n t i n t h e B a t t a l i o n t h a t soon i t w o u l d k n o w t h e r e a l i t y o f w a r . 
I t h a d r o u n d e d i n t o a p o l i s h e d f i g h t i n g m a c h i n e , u n t e s t e d , b u t c o n ­
f i d e n t as t o i t s a b i l i t y . 

O n 2 0 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 2 , t h e l o n g a w a i t e d w o r d was g i v e n the 
B a t t a l i o n . W e w e r e to p r e p a r e t o m o v e to F o r t D i x , N e w Jersey o n 
2 4 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 2 , p r e p a r a t o r y to l e a v i n g t h e U n i t e d States f o r 
serv i ce overseas. 

T h e m o r n i n g o f 2 2 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 2 , an advance p a r t y , c o m ­
m a n d e d b y L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l James P . B a r n e y J r . , B a t t a l i o n C o m ­
m a n d e r , e n t r a i n e d f o r F o r t D i x , N e w Jersey t o m a k e p r e p a r a t i o n s 
f o r the a r r i v a l of t h e rest o f t h e B a t t a l i o n . 

M o v e m e n t w o r k q u i c k l y d r e w t o a r a p i d c o n c l u s i o n w i t h l o a d i n g 
a n d c r a t i n g o f i t e m s f r o m h e a v y w r e c k e r s lo i n t r i c a t e of f ice m a c h i n e r y 
speed i l y c o m p l e t e d . 

T h e 2 4 t h o f D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 2 , u n d e r the c o m m a n d o f M a j o r 
H o l m e s I L B e v i n g t o n , B a t t a l i o n E x e c u t i v e O l f i c e r , the e n t i r e c o m -
j ) l e m e n t boarded t w o spec ia l t r a i n s a t G a t e s v i l l e , T e x a s a n d o u r 
j o u r n e y was u n d e r w a y . 

A f t e r t h r e e days t r a v e l , w h i c h f o u n d C h r i s t m a s E v e a n d 
<^hris lmas D a y spent a b o a r d o u r s e c u r i t i z e d t r a i n s , t h e B a t t a l i o n 
-nrr ived i n F o r t D i x , N e w Jersey at 0 2 3 0 h o u r s t h e c o ld , d a r k 
m o r n i n g o f 2 8 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 2 . 
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Barracks i n t h e s t a g i n g area , t h a t h a d been d e s i g n a t e d b y t h e 
advance p a r t y , w e r e occupied a n d last m i n u t e inspec t i ons as t o p r o p e r 
e q u i p m e n t , p e r s o n n e l records w e r e m i n u t e l y gone over t o t h e e n d o f 
eras ing t h e barest p o s s i b i l i t y o f a n y last m i n u t e d e l a y . 

O n 7 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 3 , one c o m p l e m e n t , c o n s i s t i n g o f C o m p a n y " B " , 
moved f r o m t h e s t a g i n g area to S t a l e n I s l a n d , N e w Y o r k , J ' o r t o f 
E m b a r k a t i o n f o r l o a d i n g on the t r a n s p o r t ' S a n t a E l e n a ' . J a n u a r y 12 , 
1943 , a n o t h e r c o m p o n e n t . C o m p a n y " C " , m o v e d f r o m t h e area t o 
the t e r m i n a l a n d also boarded t h e S a n t a E l e n a . O n 13 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 5 , 
t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e B a t t a l i o n d e p a r t e d f r o m t h e s t a g i n g area a n d 
a r r i v e d at the S t a t e n I s l a n d T e r m i n a l at 1 9 3 0 h o u r s t h a t e v e n i n g . 
D e t r a i n i n g , t h e c o m p o n e n t was s w i f t l y t r a n s f e r r e d t h r o u g h t h e t e r ­
m i n a l , w h i c h w a s g u a r d e d b y N e w Y o r k po l i ce , t o b o a r d a f e r r y f o r 
t r a n s p o r t o u t t o t h e vessel t h a t w o u l d c a r r y us f r o m t h e U n i t e d States 
to o u r a w a i t e d d u t y . 

A n c h o r s w e n t u p o n t h e l u x u r i o u s ' M o n t e r e y ' a n d ' S a n t a E l e n a ' 
at 0130 h o u r s , 14 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 3 , a n d t h e v o y a g e w a s u n d e r w a y . O u r 
d e s t i n a t i o n , t o o f f i cers a n d e n l i s t e d m e n a l i k e , r e m a i n e d a m y s t e r y . 
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Africa — Dust and Sand 
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T i m e e n r o u t e o n the shij ) w a s spent m a k i n g quer ies as to o a r 
p r o b a b l e d e s t i n a t i o n , v i e w i n g the assembly of t l i e c o n v o y , t h e m a m ­
m o t h n a v a l escort ] ) r o t e c t i n g ns a n d the w o n d e r o f w h e t h e r or not 
possible atta( 'k w o u h l he made o n its be fore w e r e a d i e d o u r d e s t i n a t i o n . 

T h e m o r n i n g o f 2 5 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 5 , a f t e r e leven days o f t r a v e l , 
the c a l l o f T , a n d A h o y ' w e n t u p a n d i n the d i s tance w e r e \ i s i b l e 
t h e w h i t e d o m e d b u i l d i n g s o f t h e c i t y o f Casab lanca , F r e n c h M o r r o c c o , 
o u r d e s t i n a t i o n , a n d also t h e scene t w o m o n t h s be fore o f heated 
l i g h t i n g d u r i n g t h e A m e r i c a n l a n d i n g at t h a t p o i n t . 

D e b a r k a t i o n c o m p l e t e d t h a t n i g l i t , the B a t t a l i o n m o v e d by foot 
t h r o u g h (he d a r k , b leak streets o f Casablanca to a b i v o u a c area 
located i n the n o r t h w e s t e r n p a r t o f the c i t y . T h e c t n n p l e m e n t s o f 
C o m p a n y " B " a n d C o m p a n y " C " h a d a r r i v e d sa fe ly a n d the e n t i r e 
personne l c o m p o n e n t was once a g a i n comple te . 

O u r e q u i p m e n t , w h i c h i n c l u d e d n e w destroyers secured at the 
P o r t o f K m b a r k a t i o n i n N e w Y o r k , a r r i v e d s a f e l y a n d t i m e was 
spent on m i n u t e checks f o r a n y f a i l u r e of i t t h a t m i g h t m e a n t h e 
d i f f e rence b e t w e e n successful o r unsuccess fu l f u l f i l l m i n t o f a n y 
a s s i g n m e n t w e w o u l d be ca l l ed t o c a r r y o u t . 

B e f r e s h e r courses w e r e c o n d u c t e d i n the h i l l s b o r d e r i n g Casa­
b l a n c a , g i v i n g us t h e f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y t o f i r e the 5 g u n w i t h exce l l en t 
resu l t s a n d r a n g e f i r i n g w i t h a l l o t h e r o r g a n i c weapons was c o n ­
d u c t e d . M u c h i n d i v i d u a l a t t e n t i o n w a s centered o n t h e c o n d u c t i o n 
o f classes i n maps o f t h e t e r r a i n w e w o u l d poss ib ly e n c o u n t e r a n d 
per iods devoted to l e a r n i n g a m i n i m u m n u m b e r o f phrases o f F r e n c h 
w h i c h w o u l d he i n v a l u a b l e t o us . 

O n 22 J ' ' ebruary 1945 t h e u n i t was ordered to m o v e to P h i l l i p -
v i l l e , A l g e r i a a n d t h e n l o T u n i s i a •— t h e t e r r i t o r y w h e r e heated 
batt les w e r e t h e n i n progress . 

T h e B a t t a l i o n ' s destroyers w e r e loaded o n ships i n Casablanca 
h a r b o r f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g to P h i l l i p v i l l e a n d t h e m o r n i n g o f 25 F e b r u a r y 
1 9 4 5 , the rest o f t l i e B a t t a l i o n m o v e d o u t f r o m Casab lanca b y w h e e l e d 
vehic les . T h e j o u r n e y t o w a r d s a c t u a l c o m b a t h a d b e g u n . 
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Ihvouacs e n r o u t e w e r e occupied at M e k n e s a n d O u j d a i n Jw-ench 
M o n o c n . . S K I , l l e l Ahhes . O r l e a n s v i l l e a n d L ' A r b a i n l l g e ia on 
a r n v m g a t B e n . - ^ f o n s o u r a , A l g e r i a i n t h e e v e n i n g o f 2 M a h 9 4 5 

: : ^ ^ : r n . ! ' ' r " ' ' - ^ f - ' - v ; a ' O F 
. m . .he B a t t a h o n was w . h i , , . , s v range o f a t tack bv n . e m y 

Hrm/y /„ l{„ll 

D e p a r l M i g f r o m B e n i M o n s o m a . A l g . r i . - , M , n l , 19 r , we 
a r n v e d at C o u s t a u . i n e , A l g e r i a at H>, 5 honrs ,hat a f , e m „ ' . ^ 

< the B a l l a h o u was d i n ^ . t e d to es tab l i sh b ivouac n u l i l 1 rt ' 
- M s l r u r h o n s w e r e r e c e i x . d (.> r o n l i m i e the m a r c h . 

W h i l e a. C n n s l a n l i n e , A l g e r i a the B n t t a l i o n was n n l i l u . l that 
t l " ; < l -s .gn U had r, .nq,os. .d a n d s n h m i t l e d as the B a t t a l i o n |- u 

> '< lu r . i l i n I ' I n l a d e l j i h i a , P e m i . 
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T h e destroyers a n d t r a c k vehic les , w h i c h h a d a r r i v e d a l P l i i l l i p -
\ i l l c h a d d e b a r k e d a n d w e r e b r o u g h t f r o m t h a t l o c a l i t y to the present 
l o c a t i o n o f the B a t t a l i o n . l u i r t h e r t i m e was spent i n m a i n t e n a n c e o f 
e q u i p m e n t w i t h a d d i t i o n a l t i m e p u t i n b y personne l o n t h e m a c h i n e -
g u n r a n g e b o r d e r i n g o u r b i v o u a c area . D e s t r o y e r s a n d vehic les n e x t 
d o n n e d t h e i r b a t t l e dress' a n d t h e B a l t a l i o n w a i l e d w i t h g r e a t a n t i ­
c i p a t i o n o f t l ie c o m i n g m e e t i n g w i t h t h e e n e m y — the v e t e r a n A f r i k a 
Corps c o m m a n d e d b y O e r m a n h ' i e ld M a r s h a l K r w i n R o m m e l . 

O n 15 M a r c h 1 9 4 5 , t h e U n i t m o v e d f r o m C o n s t a n t i n o , A l g e r i a 
t o Tebessa, T u n i s i a . S t r i c t v i g i l a n c e a g a i n s t e n e m y a i r a t t a c k p r e ­
v a i l e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e m a r c h . 

R e s u m i n g t h e m a r c l i , t h e B a t t a l i o n moved i n t o H a i d r a , T u n i s i a 
w h e r e w e w e r e o r d e r e d to h a l t u n t i l assigned a m i s s i o n . A t t h i s t i m e , 
C o m p a n y " B " , was detached f r o m the B a t t a l i o n a n d a t t a c h e d t o a n 
a r m o r e d force as a s u p p o r t i n g e l e m e n t . M a i n t e n a n c e o f e q u i p m e n t 
a g a i n h e l d t h e s p o t l i g h t a n d e v e r y t h i n g made r e a d y f o r t h e " t o p 
secre t " o r d e r w h i c h w o u l d send us o f f . 

A t t h i s l o c a t i o n the B a t t a l i o n was assigned to t h e A m e r i c a n 
I I Corps c o m m a n d e d b y L i e u t e n a n t G e n e r a l G e o r g e S. P a t t o n a n d 
m a d e an a t t a c h e d u n i t o f the F i r s t l \ S . A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n c o m m a n d e d 
b y M a j o r G e n e r a l O r l a n d o W a r d . 

B a t t l e orders w e r e received on 16 M a r c h 1945 t h a t the o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n w o u l d proceed lo H i r E l I l a f e y , T u n i s i a , there t o he assigned 
a m i s s i o n . A l e r t n e s s as lo t h e nearness of o u r a p p r o a c h to the e n e m y 
was e v i d e n t as w e proceeded to t h e N o r t h . T h e r o u t e o f m a r c h t a k e n 
sent t h e B a l l a l i o n t h r o u g h f a m e d Kasser ine V a l l e y , k n o w n as ' S t u k a 
V a l l e y ' b y reason o f t h e h e r e t o f o r e extens ive c o n c e n t r a t i o n o n t h a t 
v i t a l road b y the G e r m a n a i r f o r c e . A s t h e m a r c h proceeded. C o m p a n y 
" B " w h i c h had been a l l a c h e d t o a n o t h e r f o rce , r e j o i n e d the u n i t a n d 
t h e B a t t a l i o n was n o w once a g a i n c o m p l e t e . 

A r r i v i n g at B i r E l H a f e y , T u n i s i a i n a t o r r e n t i a l r a i n , pos i t i ons 
w e r e t a k e n t o t h e n o r t h o f t h a t v i l l a g e . U p o n c o m p l e t i n g the m o v e 
i n , t w o e n e m y reconnaissance a i r c r a f t f l e w over t h e B a t t a l i o n c o l u m n 
b u t c o n t i n u e d o n t o t h e n o r t h . T h e e n e m y h a d been seen, he k n e w 
w e w e r e t h e r e , w h a t w o u l d be h i s n e x t move? T h e B a t t a l i o n w a i l e d 
w i t h d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d conf idence . A d d e d k n o w l e d g e as to the close 
presence o f t h e e n e m y became k n o w n w h e n t h i s terse message came 
i n t o the c o m m a n d r a d i o f r o m o u r Reconnaissance C o m p a n y w h i c h 
m o v e d at t h e h e a d of the c o l u m n , ' e n e m y p a t r o l o f u n k n o w n s t r e n g i h 
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s ighted at P o i n t 5 7 , p a t r o l s s eek ing c o n t a c t ' . T h e m u c h read a n d 
h e a r d a b o u t e n e m y was n o w a r e a l i t y lo t h e B a t t a l i o n b o t h i n t h e 
a i l ' a n d on t h e g r o i m d . 

T h e a s s i g n m e n t g i v e n t l i e B a t t a l i o n at t h i s t i m e d i r e c t e d i t t o 
cover t h e open v a l l e y a n d passes t o t h e N o r t h o f B i r E l I l a f e y , 
T u n i s i a a g a i n s t a possible b r e a k t h r o u g h b y e l e m e n t s o f t h e T e n t h 
a n d S i x t e e n t h G e r m a n P a n z e r D i v i s i o n s , h ' i e ld M a r s h a l R o m m e l ' s 
crack a r m o r e d t roops , f r o m a i d i n g t h e G e r m a n a n d I t a l i a n forces i n 
the defense o f G a f s a , T u n i s i a , i n t h e S o u t h , t h e ob je c t ive o f t h e 
A m e r i c a n I I Corps . W i t h t h e destroyers o f C o m p a n i e s " A " , " B " , " C " 
i n ] ) o s i t i o n . Reconnaissance C o m p a n y s e n d i n g o u t p a t r o l s w h i c h w e r e 
a u g m e n t e d by t h e s e c u r i t y sections o f t h e f i r i n g companies , t h e area 
lo o u r f r o n t was c o n t i n u a l l y covered but no m o v e m e n t o f t h e e n e n i v 
was n o t e d . 

O n 17 M a r c h 1 9 4 5 , a r o v i n g v e h i c u l a r p a t r o l c o n s i s t i n g o f S t a f f 
Sergeant F l o y d G . Severson, P r i v a t e James J . C a y w o o d a n d P r i v a t e 
W a l t e r B i r k h o l z o f Reconnaissance C o m p a n y proceeded over t h e i r 
assigned t e r r i t o r y and u p o n e n t e r i n g t h e v a l l e y t o t h e S o u t h m e t 
e n e m y m a c h i n e - g u n a n d m o r t a r f i r e a n d w e r e n e v e r seen a g a i n . 
P a l r o l s d i l i g e n t l y searched t h e v i c i n i t y b u t t o no a v a i l . T h e m e n 
w e r e e n t e r e d as ' M i s s i n g i n A c t i o n ' . T h e R a t t a l i o n h a d e x p e r i e n c e d 
i t s f i r s t tests o f t h e f u l l m e a n i n g of W a r . 

W h i l e at B i r E l H a f e y , F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t s Jack I L R o t h s c h i l d , 
R o w l a n d R . M a r t i n a n d L o u i s J . W a d l e advanced t o C a p t a i n a n d 
Second L i e u t e n a n t s J o h n C . W e l c h a n d K i n g C. C u l p to t h e g r a d e 
o f first l i e u t e n a n t s . 

T h e a t t a c k o n G a f s a , T u n i s i a h a d succeeded i n f o r c i n g t h e d e ­
f enders o u t o f t h a t c i t y a n d as t h e A m e r i c a n I I Corps a d v a n c e d , 
t l i e B a t t a l i o n was o r d e r e d t o m o v e to M a k n a s s y , T u n i s i a t o r e i n f o r c e 
o t h e r a r m o r e d e lements o f t h e F i r s t U . S. A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n w h o 
w e r e p r e v e n t i n g t h e forces o f G e r m a n G e n e r a l J u r g e n V o n A r n i m 
f r o m b r e a k i n g o u t o f t h e m o u n t a i n s i n t h e N o r t h w h e r e t h e y w e r e 
n o w b e i n g h e l d i n t h a t v i c i n i t y . 

T h e B r i t i s h a t t a c k i n t h e S o u t h , u n d e r t h e C o m m a n d o f G e n e r a l 
B e r n a r d L . M o n t g o m e r y h a d success fu l ly b r o k e n t h r o u g h t h e l i n e a t 
M a r e t l i , T u n i s i a a n d was f o r c i n g F i e l d M a r s h a l R o m m e l ' s e n e m y 
forces t o t h e N o r t h . 



T h e i m p o r l a n c e o f the B a t t a l i o n ' s a s s i g n m e n t w o u l d advance b y 
t h e day as t h e e n e m y forces m o v e d to t h e N o r t h t o w a r d s M a k n a s s y 
w h e r e we w e r e n o w i n p o s i t i o n . 

G e n e r a l J u r g e n V o n A r n i m ' s t r oops m u s t b r e a k t h r o u g h o u r 
defense a n d a t t e m p t a f l a n k i n g m o v e m e n t a g a i n s t t i i e A m e r i c a n 
e l ements c o m i n g f r o m t h e S o u t h at E l G e u t a r , T u n i s i a a n d t h e 
B r i t i s h forces w h i c h w e r e o n t h e m o v e f u r t h e r S o u t h . A l l A m e r i c a n 
forces i n the v i c i n i t y of M a k n a s s y , of w h i c h t h e B a t t a l i o n was one, 
wei-e d e t e r m i n e d t h a t t h e e n e m y w o u l d he h e l d a n d i n t h e e n d suf fer 
a n u i h i i a t i o n or be f orced to w i t h d r a w . 

C o m p a n y " C " , u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d o f C a p t a i n D a n i e l M . C a r t e r , 
was detached f r o m t h e B a t t a l i o n o n 2 3 M a r c h 1 9 4 5 to r e i n f o r c e 
e lements o n t h e s o u t h e r n fhank o f t h e defense l i n e . A s t h e c o m p a n y 
m o v e d i n t o p o s i t i o n n e a r t h e v i l l a g e o f M a k n a s s y , I h e y w e r e r e -
j i e a l e d l y d ive b o m b e d b y the G e r m a n L u f t w a f f e r e s u l t i n g i n t w o 
casualt ies a n d .a jeep k n o c k e d o u t . L a t e r , w h i l e s u p p o r t i n g an i n f a n t r y 
a t t a c k to secure h i g h g r o u n d east o f M a k n a s s y , one des t royer was 
k n o c k e d o u t b y d i r e c t h r e f r o m a n 8 8 m m a n t i - t a n k g u n r e s u l t i n g 
i n the death o f P r i v a t e F i r s t Class N i l s Eidsness . 

T h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e B a t t a l i o n o n 2 5 M a r c h 1 9 4 5 , m o v e d t o 
t l i e r i g h t f l a n k o f Ihe l i n e , r e j o i n e d b y C o m p a n y " C " , d e t a c h i n g 
C o m p a n y " A " a i u l one p l a t o o n o f Reconnaissance C o m p a n y t o r e m a i n 
o n the l e f t of t h e defensive p o s i t i o n to w a r d o f f a n y a t t a c k i n t h a t 
sector . 

P a t r o l s f r o m Keconnaissance C l o m p a n y a n d the h r i n g c ompanies 
c o n t l i u i a l l y i ) rubed ( l ie e n e m y pos i t i ons to the l^ast i n o n l e r to f u r n i s h 
the B a t t a l i o n c o n u n a n d w i t h possible e n e m y inoves a n d n e w pos i t i ons . 
N o A x i s t a n k s w j ^ u l d m o v e i n t o t h e open f o r d e s t r o y e r to t a n k 
e n g a g e m e n t s a n d t h e B a t t a l i o n e m p l o y e d f o r the f i r s t t i m e a n e w 
use f o r the t a n k des t royer , the r o l e o f i n d i r e c t f i r i n g f r o m d u g - i n , 
selected p o s i t i o n s . E n e m y r e t a l i a t i o n caused duels to rage o n t h r o u g h 
l l i e day a n d n i g h t . G e r m a n a i r c r a f t c o n t i n u a l l y r a n g e d over o u r 
p o s i t i o n s , r e p e a t e d l y b o m b i n g a n d s t r a f i n g i n an e i f o r l to reduce o u r 
h o l d i n g s t r e n g t h . 

M a r c h 2 7 , 1 9 4 5 , i n t h e sector de fended b y C o m p a n y " C " , t h e 
G e r m a n m a d e h is a w a i t e d m o v e . I n f a n t r y , m o r t a r s , a r t i l l e r y , a i r 
a t tacks a n d f i ve M a r k I V tanks w e r e used i n an e f f o r t to break 
t h r o u g h . Sa lvo a f t e r salvo was e x c h a n g e d as C o m p a n y " C " p u n c h e d 
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hack f u r i o u s l y i n a b a t t l e t h a t c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h o u t t l i e a f t e r n o o n . 
T h e l i n e he ld w i t h h e a v y losses i n f l i c t e d to t h e e n e m y b o t h i n 
m a t e r i e l a n d p e r s o n n e l . T w o destroyers w e r e lost i n t h e a c t i o n b y 
C o m p a n y " C " w i t h Sergeant R o b e r t F . Jones b e i n g k i l l e d i n a c t i o n 
a n d T e c h n i c i a n G r a d e I V L l o y d H o l l a n d , d e s t r o y e r d r i v e r , m i s s i n g 
in a c t i o n . 

A c t s o f g a l l a n t r \  [ h a t a l t e i - n o o n w e r e m a n y . Sergeant R o b e r t 
F . Jones, w i t h one des t royer o f w h i c h he w a s i n c o m m a n d , des t royed 
three e n e m y t a n k s a n d n e u t r a l i z e d f o u r 8 8 m m pieces be fore h i s 
d e s t r o y e r was h i t b y e n e m y f i r e r e s u l t i n g i n his d e a t h . F i r s t L i e u t e ­
n a n t J o l i u C. W e l c h , P l a t o o n C o m m a n d e r , u n d e r f i r e a g a i n s t a v e t e r a n 
e n e m y , r a l l i e d h is p l a t o o n lo acce lerated e f f o r t s to t h r o w t h e e n e m y 
hack, t h e successful e v a c u a t i o n b y F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t W i l l i a m C . W e i r , 
C o m p a n y " G " , C a p t a i n I l e r m o n L . M o n r o e , B a l l a l i o n S u r g e o n , S t a f f 
Sergeant G u e r n y G. C a d d y a n d P r i v a t e F i r s t Class H e n r y G . W o b b e m a 
i n m o v i n g t h r o u g h h e a v y e n e m y a r t i l l e r y a i u l m a d i i n e - g u n f i r e t o 
reach l u i r i i i i i g \eliic!es a n d destroyers and rescue the casualt ies . 

C h a n g e in c o m m a n d o f G o m j i a n y " G " f o i n i d h'lrst L i e u t e n a n t 
A M l l i a m C W e i r r c j i l a c i n g (Captain D a n i e l M . (barter w h o t o g e t h e r 
w i t h Second L i e u l e n a n l G o n l o j i K. H o o v e r , C o m p a n y " C " , l e f t t h e 
B a t t a l i o n l i u - a s s i g n m e n l lo a n o l b e r c o m m a n d . 

A c t i v i t y on ihe fi-ont res inued w i t h j i a t r o l a c t i \ i t v and s j iasmodic 
s h e l l i n g h\h forces a n d a i r a t tacks b y ihe I ' l i c n u c o n t i n u e d . 

D u r i n g the m o r n i n g of 50 M a r c h 1 9 4 5 , C a p t a i n R o w l a n d 
R . M a r t i n , c o n u n a n d e r o f O m j i a n y " B " , was w o n n d e d w h e n e n e m y 
a i r ( - r a f t s i r a f e d Ihe p o s i l i o n s o f h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , h ' i r s t L i e u t e n a n t 
D o n a l d \  A n d e r s o n , c o m p a n y l'',\ecuti\-e O f f i c e i ' . asstnned c o m m a n d . 

O n 1 A [ ) r i l 1 9 4 5 , S ta f f Sergeant James G . N e w m a n C o m p a n y " B " 
A\as k i l l e d i n a c t i o n w h e n t h a i c o m p a n y ' s p o s l t h m s w e r e sub jec ted 
to e n e m y a r t i l l e r ' y b o m b a r d m e n Is t h r o u g h o u t the e n t i r e d a y . S t i l l 
a n o t h e r dea th i n the l i a l t a l i o n resul ted on 5 A j u ' l l 1 9 4 5 , w h e n F i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t I v l w a r d S. K a f k a , Keconnaissance (^lompany, w h i l e o n a 
f oo t reconnaissance i n f o r w a r d t e r r i t o r y , t r i ] ) ped an e n e m v t e l l e r m i n e 
r e s u l l i n g i n b is i m m e d i a t e d e a t h . 

h h i e m y a i r a t tacks o n the B a t t a l i o n ' s p o s i l i o n s c o n t i n u e d a n d 
pressure i ]u :reased a l o n g o u r f r o n t as the A m e r i c a n a n d B r i t i s h forces 
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i n t h e S o u t h drove t o w a r d s t h e N o r t h . G e n e r a l J u r g e n V o n A r n i m ' s 
p o s i t i o n t o o u r f r o n t was b e c o m i n g p r e c a r i o u s . A b r e a k l h r o u g h o r 
r e t r e a t w e r e n o w h i s o n l y r e m a i n i n g a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

I n c r e a s e d s h e l h n g v o l l i e d back a n d f o r t h w i t h i n t e r m i t t e n t a i r 
sweeps b y t h e L u f t w a f f e c o n t i n u i n g o n t h e pos i t i ons o f o u r destroyers 
a n d p a t r o l s . D u r i n g t h e s h e l l i n g o n 7 A p r i l 1 9 4 5 , P r i v a t e R o b e r t 
H . B u r n s , Reconnaissance C o m p a n y , w a s k i l l e d i n a c t i o n . 

A m e r i c a n a n d B r i t i s h forces c o n t i n u i n g t h e i r advance f r o m t h e 
S o u t h , c a p t u r e d t h e v i l l a g e o f M a s o u n a , T u n i s i a a n d G e n e r a l V o n 
A r n i m ' s forces h a d t o leave t h e i r m o u n t a i n pos i t i ons i n r e t r e a t w i t h 
F i e l d M a r s h a l R o m m e l ' s m e n to t h e N o r t h . 

T h e e v e n i n g o f 8 A p r i l 1 9 4 3 , t h e B a t t a l i o n m o v e d once a g a i n 
t o t h e N o r t h t o B i r K l I l a f e y , T u n i s i a t o p r o t e c t F a i d Pass a g a i n s t 
a t t e m p t e d f l a n k m o v e m e n t s b y t h e e n e m y . R e t r e a t b y t h e e n e m y 
was so fas t t h a t n o a t t e m p t to d i s l o d g e o u r p o s i t i o n s w a s m a d e . 

T h e course o f b a t t l e h a v i n g by-passed the B a t t a l i o n , w e n o w 
m o v e d t o a n a s s e m b l y area i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f m u c h shel led a n d b o m b e d 
S i d i B o n Z i d , T u n i s i a t o a w a i t f u r t h e r orders . T i m e h e r e was spent 
i n a m u c h needed rest a n d m a i n t e n a n c e o f e q u i p m e n t w i t h o r i e n t a t i o n 
b y t h e B a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r i n f o r m i n g t h e c o n m i a n d o f i t s p o s i t i o n 
i n t h e r a p i d l y a p p r o a c h i n g f i n a l d r i v e . 

O n 19 A p r i l 1 9 4 3 t h e U n i t m o v e d t o L e K e f , T u n i s i a a n d t h e n 
t o G h a r d i m a o u , T u n i s i a a r r i v i n g at t h a t l o c a t i o n o n 2 0 A p r i l 1 9 4 5 . 

O n 22 A p r i l 1 9 4 3 , m a r c h orders w e r e rece ived b y t h e B a t t a l i o n 
C o m m a n d e r t o m o v e the U n i t t o t h e v i c i n i t y o f B e j a , T u n i s i a . 

O u r m o v e m e n t , w h i c h s tar ted f r o m S i d i B o u Z i d , T u n i s i a neces­
s i ta ted a m a r c h u p the back o f t h e e n t i r e A l l i e d l i n e i n o r d e r t o 
r e a c h o u r ass igned sector. 

C o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e forces o p p o s i n g F i e l d M a r s h a l R o m m e l ' s last 
defense l i n e f o u n d t h e PVee F r e n c h u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d o f G e n e r a l 
H e n r i G i r a r d i n t h e e x t r e m e N o r t h , t h e A m e r i c a n I I C o r p s u n d e r 
t h e c o m m a n d o f L i e u t e n a n t G e n e r a l O m a r N . B r a d l e y , o f w h i c h t h e 
B a t t a l i o n was a p a r t , o n t h e r i g h t o f t h e hVee F r e n c h a n d to o u r 
r i g h t w e r e t h e B r i t i s h forces u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d o f G e n e r a l B e r n a r d 
L . ' M o n t y ' M o n t g o m e r y . 
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A r r i v i n g at B e j a , T u n i s i a i n t h e a f t e r n o o n o f 2 5 A p r i l 1 9 4 5 , 
the f i r i n g c ompanies a n d Reconnaissance C o m p a n y o f t h e B a t t a l i o n 
w e n t i n t o s t a t i o n a r y p o s i t i o n s o v e r l o o k i n g t h e h i l l s i n the N o r t h . 
U n i q u e changes i n p e r s o n n e l t o o k place o n 2 4 A p r i l 1943 w h e n 
Sta f f S e r g e a n t D o n a l d B . A l f r e d s , F i r s t S e r g e a n t R o b e r t H . Y o u n g 
a n d F i r s t S e r g e a n t T h o m a s F . F l o y d , w e r e a p p o i n t e d d i r e c t l y f r o m 
the e n l i s t e d r a n k s as Second L i e u t e n a n t s b y reason o f o u t s t a n d i n g 
p e r f o r m a n c e o f d u t y d u r i n g a c t u a l c o m b a t . T h e s e w e r e t h e f i r s t such 
a p p o i n t m e n t s i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e R a t t a l i o n . A n a d d i t i o n a l p r o m o t i o n 
e levated F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t W i l l i a m C. W e i r , c o m m a n d e r of C o m p a n y 
" C " t o t h e r a n k o f C a p t a i n . 

M o v e m e n t orders w e r e re ce ived o n 2 8 A p r i l 1945 f o r t h e 
B a t t a l i o n t o m o v e u n d e r cover o f darkness to O i u ' d Z a r g a , ' I ' l u i i s i a . 
D u r i n g t h e m a r c h T e c h n i c i a n G r a d e V K u r t W a s e l , C o m i i a n y " B " , 
was k i l l e d w h e n t h e d e s t r o y e r i n w h i c h he w a s r i d i n g r o l l e d over 
a steep crev ice p i n n i n g h i m u n d e r n e a t h . 

U p o n c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e m o v e , t h e u n i t ' s p o s i t i o n i n t h e v i c i n i t y 
of O u e d Z a r g a was t o the r i g h t o f H i l l 6 0 9 a n d once a g a i n t h e 
B a t t a l i o n ' s r o l e was c o n f i n e d t o i n d i r e c t f i r e a t e n e m y f o r t i f i e d p o s i ­
t ions i n t h e m o u n t a i n s . N o e n e m y a i r c r a f t a t t a c k s w e r e a t t e m p t e d 
o n o u r p o s i l i o n s a n d t h e f i g h t e r a n d b o m b e r forces o f t h e U . S. A i r 
Corps p r o v i d e d us w i t h o u r f i r s t exper ience o f a i r s u p e r i o r i t y . 

O n 2 M a y 1 9 4 3 , S t a f f S e r g e a n t D o y l e D . G r i m m , H e a d q u a r t e r s 
C o m p a n y , d ied h e r o i c a l l y w h e n h e , i n t h e c o m p a n y of six o t h e r 
m e m b e r s o f the B a t t a l i o n , a t t e m p t e d to a i d i n t h e e x t i n g u i s h i n g o f 
a f i r e i n a v e h i c l e loaded w i t h explos ives . 

T h e 5 r d o f M a y 1 9 4 5 , the B a t t a l i o n m o v e d t h r o u g h the f a m o u s 
' M o u s e T r a p ' w i t h t h e F i r s t A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n t o t h e v i c i n i t y o f 
M a t e u r , T u n i s i a w h e r e w e w e n t i n t o p o s i t i o n f o r t h e place i n t h e 
f i n a l d r i v e . 

D i r e c t f i r i n g b y t h e destroyers f r o m s t a t i o n a r y pos i t i ons w e r e 
t h e tac t i c s e m p l o y e d f r o m 4 M a y 1 9 4 5 t h r o u g h 5 M a y 1 9 4 5 . D u r i n g 
t h i s t i m e t h e L u f t w a f f e b o m b e d t h e B a t t a l i o n t w e n t y - o n e t i m e s i n 
t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s w o i m d i n g f i f t e e n e n l i s t e d m e n . 

I n t h e e a r l y e v e n i n g o f 5 M a y 1 9 4 5 , f i e l d orders w e r e rece ived 
t h a t t h e B a t t a l i o n w o u l d m o v e o u t o n a n o f fens ive m i s s i o n as a p a r t 
o f t h e F i r s t U . S. A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n w i t h a n u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e as 



F e r r y v i l l e , ' I ' u n i s i a to cut of f G e r m a n t r o o p a n d m a t e r i e l c oncen ­
t r a t i o n s there w h i l e t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e A m e r i c a n I I Corps drove 
t o B i z e r t e , T u n i s i a . T h e B r i t i s h E i g h t h A r m y was to f e i n t a b r e a k ­
t h r o u g h t o T u n i s , T u n i s i a f r o m M a m m a m c t , T u n i s i a w l i i l e t h e 
B r i t i s l i b ' i rs t A r m y , u n d e r the c o m m a n d o f G e n e r a l A n d e r s o n , d rove 
! i n T u n i s . 

A t 0 6 0 0 h o u r s , 6 M a y 1 9 4 3 , t h e p r e l i m i n a r y a t t a c k m o v e d o u t 
to f i n d h o w j u u c l i o f a i i e n e m y f o r c e c o n f r o n t e d t h e m . P r o b i n g 
e n e m y p o s i t i o n s , l l i e for(;e i } f w h i c h the B a l l a l i o n was a p a r i , m e t 
h e a v y f i r e a n d was forced lo i -e lurLi to I h e i r o r i g i n a l pos i t i ons . b'L'(nn 
s t a t i o n a r y p o s i t i o n s t h r o u g h o u l t h e m o r n i n g of 6 M a y 191 l i i e 
B a t t a l i o n e m p l o y e d d i r e c t f ire a t l o d g e d e n e m y p o s i t i o n s . D i i r i i i g Ihese 
o p e r a t i o n s C a p t a i n I^ouis .1. W a d l e , C o m p a n y " A " , and I w o e n l i s l e d 
m e n w e r e w o u n d e d i n a c l i o n . h ' i r s t 1 / i eu tenan l Jess 1.. C u s i c k . I r . . 
c o m p a n y e x e c u t i v e o f f i c e r , assunu'd r o i n m a n d of C o m p a n y " A " . 

A t 1 6 0 0 h o u r s t h a t aPternoun a f t e r the c o n i [ i l e t i o n of an in lense 
a r t i l l e r y b a r r a g e a smoke screen was l a i d d o w n by the s u j i i i n r t i n g 
a r t i l l e r y a n d t l i e m a i n a t t a c k was o n . 

C o v e r i n g the a d v a n c i n g i n f a n t r y , the destroyers sent r o u n d a f t e r 
r o u n d i n t o k n o w n e n e m y a n t i - t a n k p o s i t i o n s , m a c h i n e - g u n a n d m o r t a r 
c r e w s , s h a t t e j - i n g t h e e n e m y de fens ive p o s i t i o n s . T h e e n e n i y b r o k e a n d 
f l e d i n confused r e t r e a t , w h i t e banded pr i soners b e g a n s t r e a m i n g d o w n 
f r o m the h i l l s i n s u r r e n d e r as the a t t a c k g a i n e d m o m e n t u m . 

A f t e r t w o days o f t h i s v i c i o u s olTeusive on the m o r n i n g of 
9 M a y 1943 t h e G e r m a n c o m m a n d e r asked L i e u t e n a n t G e n e r a l 
O m a r N . B r a d l e y , U . S . A . , f o r t e r m s o f s u r r e n d e r . T h e t e r m s issued 
a t the h i s t o r i c C a s a b l a n c a C o n f e r e n c e T I n c o n d i l i o n a l S u r r e n d e r ' were 
d e j u a n d e d b y the A m e r i c a n g e n e r a l a n d w e r e acce[)ted. 

A t 1105 h o u r s , S u n d a y . 9 M a y 1 9 4 3 , t h e 'cease f i r i n g ' o rder 
reached t h e B a t t a l i o n pos i t i ons , h ' o r l y t h o u s a n d p r i s o n e r s w e r e t a k e n 
i n o u r sector, i m m e n s e q u a n t i t i e s of m a t e r i e l a n d the t o u t e d t h e o r y 
o f the N a z i s u p e n n e n h a d been e x p l o d e d a l l over the T u n i s i a n j i l a i n s . 
M o n t h s o f h a r d c o n t i n u o u s t r a i n i n g , c o m b a t i n a l l types of w e a t h e r 
c o n d i t i o n s , a n ocean cross ing t h r o u g h thousands of m i l e s o f e n e m y 
i n f e s t e d w a t e r s h a d b r o u g h t t h e B a t t a l i o n to g r e a t i n i t i a l v i c t o r y , 
a n d w e h a d come t h r o u g h o u r f i r s t g r e a t lest of f i r e . 
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T h e F r e n c h i n the N o r t h h a d affected s u r r e n d e r o f host i le forces 
m t h a t sector a n d t h e A m e r i c a n I I Corps h a d secured t h e g r e a t 
n a v a l base o f B i z e r t a , T u n i s i a . 

O n t h e B r i t i s h f l a n k , G e n e r a l B e r n a r d M o n t g o m e r y ' s B r i t i s h 
h ' . ighth A r m y b y f e i n t i n g a n a t t a c k a t M a m m e m e t , T u n i s i a , d r a w i n g 
I h e m a j o r i t y o f the e n e m y c o n c e n t r a t i o n to t h a t p o i n t , enabled G e n e r a l 
A n d e r s o n ' s F i r s t A r m y t o sweep t h r o u g h t o c a p t u r e T u n i s , T u n i s i a 
s| ) l i t t ing t h e e n e m y forces a n d f o r c i n g t h e G e r m a n a n d I t a l i a n t o 
flee to the C a p B o n p e n n i n s u l a , t i n y outpos t southeast of the c i t y 
of T u n i s , T u n i s i a . 

O n 13 M a y 1 9 4 3 , the last o f the A x i s forces surrendered w i t h 
s ix teen genera l s b e i n g t a k e n p r i s o n e r , i n c l u d i n g G e r m a n G e n e r a l 
J u r g e n V o n A r n i m whose forces the B a l t a l i o n h a d f o u g h t aga ins t 
i n the S o u t h at M a k n a s s y , T u n i s i a o n u p t o t h e N o r t h . T w o h u n d r e d 
a n d f i f t y t h o u s a n d ' A l a m o n d s ' a n d ' E y t i e s ' w e r e erased f r o m the 
a r m i e s o f f a n a t i c A d o l f H i t l e r a n d b o a s t f u l B e n i t o M u s s o l i n i . 

T h e c u l m i n a t i o n of t h e f i n a l d r i v e f o r t h e B a t t a l i o n f o u n d i t 
at E l A l i a , T u n i s i a w h e r e r e l a x a t i o n f r o m t h e t e n s i o n w e h a d been 
e x p e r i e n c i n g f r o m t h e m o n t h s o f c o m b a t was t h e o r d e r o f the m o m e n t . 

T r o p h i e s o f w a r w e r e m a n y a n d o n 12 M a y 1943 , the m a r c h 
to the F i r s t U . S. A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n assembly area i n the v i c i n i t y 
of F e r r y v i l l e , T u n i s i a was m a d e . 

O n 17 M a y 1 9 4 3 , o n the s l o p i n g p l a i n s n e a r F e r r y v i l l e , T u n i s i a , 
i n a M e m o r i a l Service c o n d u c t e d b y B a t t a l i o n C h a p l a i n James 
F l a h e r t y , s o l e m n t r i b u t e w a s p a i d t o t h e of f icers a n d m e n of t h e 
B a t t a l i o n w h o h a d g i v e n t h e i r l i ves i n o r d e r t h a t o u r m i s s i o n c o u l d 
iiucceed. 

D e t a c h e d f r o m t h e F i r s t A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n o n 18 M a y 1 9 4 3 , 
the B a l t a l i o n p r e p a r e d to m o v e to Sebdou, A l g e r i a , the l o c a t i o n t h a t 
h a d been selected f o r t h e U n i t t o rest a n d a i d i n t h e i n s t r u c t i o n o f 
o t h e r t a n k d e s t r o y e r b a t t a l i o n s t h a t h a d r e c e n t l y a r r i v e d overseas. 

D e s t r o y e r s w e r e l o a d e d a t G h a r d i m a o u , ' " I 'unis ia , w i t h c rew 
c o m p l e m e n t s , a n d sent b y r a i l t o j o i n t h e B a t t a l i o n a g a i n at t h a t 
l o c a t i o n . 
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On 2 0 M a y 1 9 4 3 t h e m a r c h e l ements m o v e d out and on 2 7 May 
1 9 4 3 , a r r i v e d a t Sebdou , A l g e r i e . T h e r e t u r n m a r c h o f t h e B a t t a l i o n 

w a s m a d e t h r o u g h G h a r d i m a o u , T u n i s i a once a g a i n , A i n - M - A l i a , 
B e n i M o n s o u r a , L ' A r b a , O r l e a n s v i l l e , S i d i B e l Abbes in A l g e r i e , a l l 
t h r o n g e d w i t h j o y c r o w d e d i n h a b i t a n t s . 

D u r i n g t h e r e t u r n r a i l m o v e m e n t of t h e des t royers , T e c h n i c i a n 
G r a d e V H a r o l d H . S t i c k e l , C o m p a n y " A " , was k i l l e d w h e n he was 
e l e c t r o c u t e d b y a n o v e r h e a d p o w e r l i n e . 

I n Sebdou , A l g e r i a o r g a n i z e d c a m p was once a g a i n establ ished 
b y t h e B a t t a l i o n a n d dut i es r e l e g a t e d t o n e a r g a r r i s o n l i f e . 

P r e s e n t a t i o n ceremonies w e r e h e l d i n w h i c h m e m b e r s o f t h e 
B a t t a l i o n w e r e decorated f o r acts o f h e r o i s m i n t h e r e c e n t l y c o m p l e t e d 
c a m p a i g n . F o r h i s act o f g a l l a n t r y above a n d b e y o n d t h e c a l l o f d u t y 
in the M a k n a s s y sector . Sergeant R o b e r t F . Jones, C o m p a n y " C " , 
was p o s t h u m o u s l y a w a r d e d t h e D i s t i n g u i s h e d Service Gross. 

G o o d n e w s w a s rece ived d u r i n g t h e m o n t h o f J u n e 1 9 4 3 , f r o m 
H e a d q u a r t e r s N A T O U S A t h a t S t a f f Sergeant F l o y d vSeverson, R e c o n ­
naissance C o m p a n y , m i s s i n g i n a c t i o n since 17 M a r c h 1 9 4 3 , s t a t i n g 
t h a t he was a p r i s o n e r o f w a r i n t h e hands o f t h e I t a l i a n g o v e r n m e n t . 
H o p e h e i g h t e n e d t h a t h is t w o c o m p a n i o n s o n t h e p a t r o l . P r i v a t e 
James J . C a y w o o d a n d P r i v a t e W a l t e r F . B i r k h o l z , w o u l d also be 
soon r e p o r t e d safe. 

P e r s o n n e l changes i n t h e B a t t a l i o n w h i l e at Sebdou , A l g e r i a 
f o u n d C a p t a i n I l e r m o n L . M o n r o e , B a t t a l i o n S u r g e o n , l e a v i n g t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h t h a t p o s i t i o n b e i n g t a k e n over b y t h e ass istant 
B a t t a l i o n S u r g e o n , F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t R d g a r C. B r a n t l y , F i r s t L i e u t e ­
n a n t W a l t e r V . S tone , B a t t a l i o n D e n t i s t , l e f t t h e c o m m a n d w i t h 
vacancies i n t h e M e d i c a l D e t a c h m e n t b e i n g f i l l e d w i l h a s s i g n m e n t 
o f F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t S i d n e y E d e l s o n as assistant B a t t a l i o n S u r g e o n 
and F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t K i r k A . B u t t o n as B a t t a l i o n D e n t i s t . O t h e r 
ass ignments w e r e C a p t a i n C a r l i n L . W i l s o n r e p o r t i n g f r o m t h e T a n k 
D e s t r o y e r C e n t e r , C a m p H o o d , T e x a s r e p l a c i n g C a p t a i n W a l t e r 
B . Swope J r . , w h o r e t u r n e d t o t h e U n i t e d States f o r d u t y i n C a m p 
H o o d , T e x a s , Second L i e u t e n a n t s A l b e r t V e r g a n o , F , d w a r d W . I r a , 
F r a n k W i l s o n , f o r m e r e n l i s t e d m e n o f t h e B a t t a l i o n , Second L i e u t e ­
n a n t s H a r o l d O . W e i s w e a v e r , G e r a l d W . D o t s o n , L e o n F . S a n f o r d , 

G e o r g e H . R i l l e r , F r a n k F . S t o l t z , B u t l e r H . L a g e r a n d L u t h e r 
L . L e w i s . 

T r a i n i n g i n t h e B a t t a l i o n f o u n d t h e u n i t p u t t i n g i n l o n g h o u r s 
o n t h e f i r i n g ranges w h i c h w e r e located i n t h e d u s t choked h i l l s i n 
t h e v i c i n i t y o f Sebdou w o r k i n g w i t h n e a r b y a r t i l l e r y u n i t s i n coor ­
d i n a t i n g massed f i r e on specif ic t a r g e t s . 

A s t h e w a r m s u m m e r m o n t h s d r e w t o a close a n d w i t h l l i e 
series o f events i n the zone o f c o m b a t c o m p r i s i n g t h e s u b j u g a t i o n 
of P a n t e l l e r i a by A l l i e d a i r p o w e r , t h e i n v a s i o n o f S i c i l y i n w h i c h 
e i g h t e e n e n l i s t e d m e n o f t h e B a t t a l i o n p a r t i c i p a t e d as r a d i o operators 
a n d m i l i t a r y p o l i c e , t h e v i c t o r y on t l i a t I s l a n d b y t h e A m e r i c a n 
Seventh A r m y a n d t h e B r i t i s h E i g h l b , s t e p p i n g stones w e r e m a d e 
secure f o r t h e assault o n t h e F o r t r e s s E u r o p a . 

T h e B a t t a l i o n was n o w c o m p l e t e l y r e e q u i p p e d w i t h n e w de ­
s t royers a n d t h e p r e d o m i n a t e t h o u g h t was w h e t h e r o r n o t w e w o u l d 
be used i n t h e i n i t i a l w a v e a g a i n s t t h e m a i n l a n d r u l e d b y A d o l f 
H i t l e r a n d B e n i t o M u s s o l i n i . T i m e was m a r k e d be f o re t h e j u m p o f f 
w o u l d be a r e a l i t y . 

- 31 -



P X at San Pietro 

O n 19 J u l y 1943 the w o r l d was e l e c t r i f i e d b y the f a l l o f B e n i t o 
M u s s o l i n i as t h e P r e m i e r o f I t a l y . K i n g V i c t o r E m a n u e l a p p o i n t e d 
M a r s h a l P e t r o B a d o g l i c as t h e n e w P r e m i e r a n d hopes r a n h i g h t h a t 
l l i i s m i g h t p r o v e to be a t u r n i n g p o i n t f o r t h e u l t i m a t e e l i m i n a t i o n 
o f the I t a l i a n forces f r o m t h e c o n f l i c t . 

O r d e r s w e r e rece ived b y t h e B a t t a l i o n on 17 A u g u s t 1943 t h a t 
the B a t t a l i o n w o u l d m o v e i n t h r e e serials to s t a g i n g areas i n A l g i e r s 
a n d O r a n p r e p a r a t o r y to m a k i n g a m o v e m e n t b y w a t e r t o a d e s t i ­
n a t i o n u n k n o w n t o a l l p e r s o n n e l o f t h e U n i t a t t h a t t i m e . 

O n 19 A u g u s t 1 9 4 3 , u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d o f I , i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l 
James P . B a r n e y J r . , I J a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r , n i n e of f icers a n d one 
h u n d r e d a n d sixty-se\n e n l i s t e d m e n d e p a r t e d f r o m Sebdou, A l g e r i a 
by m o t o r c o n v o y f o r A l g i e r s , A l g e r i a . 

A r r i v i n g at t h e F i r s t G e n e r a l D e p o t i n A l g i e r s , i m m e d i a t e p r e ­
p a r a t i o n s w e n t ahead f o r t h e w a t e r m o v e m e n t . V e h i c l e s w e r e w a t e r -
] } roo fed , e q u i p m e n t checked a n d on 5 September 1 9 4 3 , t h e f i r s t s e r i a l 
o f t h e B a t t a l i o n board{ 'd t h r e e d i f f e r e n t B r i t i s h vessels t h e T a r a n t i a , 
U e r w i n t H a l l a n d t h e B u c k i n g h a m . 

A s w e w a i t e d i n t h e A l g i e r s h a r b o r f o r o iu - ships t o ]ni\l a n c h o r 
w e f e l t sure t h a t t h e i n i t i a l w a v e was a b o u t t o s t r i k e . 

S e p t e m b e r 3 r d , 1943 t h e B r i t i s h E i g l i t h A r m y u n d e r the c o m ­
m a n d o f G e n e r a l B e r n a r d L . M o n t g o m e r y l a n d e d on the southeast 
t i p o f t h e I t a l i a n m a i n l a n d at H e g g i o C a l b r i a . The i n v a s i o n was o n 
f o r the A l l i e d h'orces b u t n o A m e r i c a n s w e r e w i t h t h e B r i t i s h a n d 
C a n a d i a n l a n d i n g forces. 

I t a l y was t o be o u r d e s t i n a t i o n , w e k n e w , h u t w h e r e w e w o u l d 
l a n d o n the I t a l i a n m a i n l a n d was a s h r o u d e d , tense q u e s t i o n . 

O n 8 September 1 9 4 3 , as w e w a i t e d i n t h e h a r b o r o f A l g i e r s , 
news came t h a t I t a l y h a d s u r r e n d e r e d u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y to t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s . T h e news rocked t h e w o r l d b u l o p t i m i s m was c u t s l i o r t w h e n 
w e r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e G e r m a n s s t i l l r e m a i n e d i n I t a l y a n d regard less 
o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e I t a l i a n g o v e r n m e n t h a d s u r r e n d e r e d , t h e y h a d 
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l o l)t ' d r i v e n o u t . As l l i c f i r s t s e r i a l of t h e B a t t a l i o n m o v e d o u t i n 
t o n v o y o n t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n o n 1 1 September 1 9 4 3 , i t k n e w t h a t 
i t was i n f o r h a r d , t o u g h days i m t i l t h e G e r m a n w a s p u s h e d f r o m 
w i t h i n t h e I t a l i a n m a i n l a n d t o w a r d s h i s center o f i n h u m a n i t y -
B e r l i n . 

T h e A m e r i ( - a n h ' i f t h A r m y u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d o f L i e u t e n a n t 
G e n e r a l M a r k W . Ghu-k , l a n d e d i n t h e G u l f o f S a l e r n o , I t a l y on 
9 September 1 9 4 3 , a n d w e r e b a t t l i n g savage ly f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f a beachhead. T h e p i n c e r m o v e i n e n t t h a t h a d p r o v e d so successful 
o n t h e p l a i n s of T u n i s i a was n o w i n e m p l o y m e n t a g a i n . T h e c o m ­
p o s i t i o n o f t h e forces f o u n d t h e B r i t i s h a n d C a n a d i a n forces i n t h e 
southeast , w i t h t l i e m i s s i o n of m o v i n g u p t h e center o f t h e I t a l i a n 
' b o o t ' a n d a l o n g t h e eastern a n d w e s t e r n s h o r e - l i n e s , w h i l e t h e 
A m e r i c a n s drove i n t o t h e center o f t h e G e r m a n l i n e i n t h e west a n d 
n o r t h t o c u t of f the r e t r e a t o f t h e e n e m y w i t h d r a w i n g f r o m t h e s o u t h 
a n d Ihe u l t i n u i t e c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f the t w o a r m i e s f o r t h e sweep t o 
t l i e n o r t h . 

M e r c e f i g h t i n g r a g e d i n t h e S a l e r n o area f o r f o u r days w i t h the 
A m e r i c a n forces l l i r o w i n g back G e r m a n c o u n t e r - a t t a c k a f t e r c o u n t e r -
a l t a < k lo m a k e secure I h e i r beachhead . 

A s t h e f i rs t s e r i a l o f the B a l t a l i o n m o v e d closer lo the Sa lerno 
area t h e A m e r i c a n a n d B r i t i s h lu iv i es c o u l d be h e a r d s e n d i n g salvo 
a f l e r salvo i n t o t h e G e r m a n p o s i l i o n s t o a i d i h e l a n d forces i n t h e i r 
m o v e m e n t i n l a n d . T h e F i f t h A r m y h a d w r e s t e d the i n i t i a t i v e f r o m 
t h e G e r m a n s a n d was s l o w l y p u s h i n g t h e e n e m y deeper i n t o t h e 
c en ter and to t h e n o r t h . 

O n 16 Septe inher 1 9 4 3 , seven days a f t e r t h e i n i t i a l A m e r i c a n 
l a n d i n g on the E u r o p e a n c o n t i n e n t , the f i r s t ser ia l o f t h e B a t t a l i o n 
m o v e d i n t o Ihe S a l e r n o G u l f j u s t to t h e west o f G a p p a c i , I t a l y . T h e 
c o n v o y was i m m e d i a t e l y gree ted b y t h e G e r m a n L u f t w a f f e i n t h e 
s t r e n g t h of e i g l U r a i d e r s b u t t h e a n t i - a i r c r a f t p o w e r of the p r o t e c t i n g 
h a t l l e ships a n d shore ba t te r i e s shot f o u r o f t h e a i r c r a f t i n t o t h e sea 
a n d no d a m a g e r e s u l t e d f r o m the I)ombs t h e y w e r e able to l e t d o w n . 
O u r re f resher course , a f l e r t h e m o n t h s o f b a t t l e i n T u n i s i a , w a s n o w 
o v e r and w e set ourselves f o r some t r y i n g m o m e n t s be f o re w e set 
f o o l on the n i a i n l a n d . 

\ c t i v i t y was great i n the i m p r o v i s e d h a r b o r w i t h barges, a m p h i ­
bious t r u c k s and l a n d i n g c r a f t of a l ! types h u r r i e d l y t r a n s p o r t i n g 
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suppl ies to shore f o r t h e use o f t h e m e n w h o w e r e f i g h t i n g so 
desperate ly . 

O n 19 September 1943 a f l e r t h r e e days o f w a i t i n g f o r o u r t u r n 
to d e b a r k , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e w e w e n t t h r o u g h n i n e t e e n a i r r a i d s , 
the f i r s t s e r i a l o f t h e B a t t a l i o n w e n t d o w n t h e s h i p ladders o f t h e i r 
three ships i n t o l a n d i n g barges f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g t o shore . 

A t 1830 h o u r s , 19 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 3 , w e w a d e d f r o m t h e s t o p p i n g 
p o i n t o f o u r N a v y c r a f t a n d stepped onto E u r o p e a n s o i l , i n t o t h e 
i m p r e g n a b l e For t ress E u r o p a a n d hack i n t o c o m b a t as an a t t a c h e d 
u n i t o f t h e A m e r i c a n V I C o r p s a n d as a n ass igned p a r t o f t h e 
A m e r i c a n F i f t h A r m y . 

F r o m t h e beaches o u r f i r s t s e r i a l m o v e d b y t r u c k to t h e v i c i n i t y 
o f t h e C a p p a c i , I t a l y a i r f i e l d w h e r e w e b i v o u a c e d f o r t h e n i g h t . 

T h e f i r s t a s s i g n m e n t f o r the s e r i a l on I t a l i a n so i l was to be a 
Reconnaissance D e t a c h m e n t f o r t h e A m e r i c a n F i f t h A r m y u n t i l t h e 
r e m a i n i n g t w o serials o f the B a t t a l i o n a r r i v e d . 

F r o m C a p p a c i , I t a l y t h e B a t t a l i o n d e t a c h m e n t m o v e d t h e n e x t 
d a y , 2 1 September 1 9 4 3 , t o t h e v i c i n i t y o f P a s t e u m , I t a l y w h e r e we 
a w a i t e d orders f o r o u r m i s s i o n . 

T h e day o f 2 1 September 1943 , t h e second s e r i a l o f the B a l t a l i o n 
a r r i v e d a n d one c o m p o n e n t was n o w a l l t h a t r e m a i n e d to c o m p l e t e 
t h e Luovement f r o m A f r i c a . 

-V c o m b a t t e a m u n d e r the c o m m a n d o f t h e C o m m a n d i n g G e n e r a l 
o f the 3 4 l h D i v i s i o n c o n s i s t i n g o f t h e l O O l h B a l t a l i o n of Japanese-
A m e r i c a n s spearheaded b y the Reconnaissance C o m p a n y o f t h e 
7 7 6 T D H n . was g i v e n the miss i on o f o u t f l a n k i n g the G e r m a n 
pos i t i ons a r o u n d Naples by c a p t u r i n g Renevento . 

T h e m i s s i o n p r o v e d a p a i n - s l a k i n g a s s i g n m e n t o f s w e e p i n g e n e m y 
m i n e l a i d roads a n d s u p p l y i n g i n f o r m a t i o n to the D i v i s i o n as t o h o s t i l e 
g i m pos i l i ons a n d e n e m y t r o o p c o n c e n t r a t i o n s . 

O n 2 9 September 1 9 4 3 , F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t She lden L . T h o m p s o n , 
Reconnaissance C o m p a n y C o m m a n d e r a n d one o t h e r o f f i cer a n d f o u r 
e n l i s t e d m e n o f t h a t c o m p a n y w e r e w o u n d e d w h e n t h e h a l f t r a c k s i n 
w h i c h t h e y w e r e p a t r o l l i n g an advanced area h i t e n e m y t e l l e r m i n e s . 
W i t h the e v a c u a t i o n o f F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t T h o m p s o n , F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t 
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P a u l R . B r u n t assumed c o m m a n d o f Reconnaissance C o m p a n y . O u r 
first casualt ies i n Italy h a d been s l i g h t — added c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r 
mines had been learned and the m i s s i o n o f t h e C o m b a t T e a m w e n t 
f o r w a r d . 

I n t h e e v e n i n g o f t h e same d a y , 2 9 September 1 9 4 3 , Sergeant 
M i l l a r d E . S t i g e n , Reconnaissance C o m p a n y , a m e m b e r o f a f oo t 
p a t r o l , was h i t by enemy m a c h i n e - g u n f i r e a n d was evacuated w i l h 
serious w o u n d s w h i c h l a t e r p r o v e d f a t a l . T h e p a t r o l , r e i n f o r c e d , soon 
r e v e n g e d t h e i r l eader . 

O u r a c t i v i t y m o v e d f a r t h e r to the N o r t h a n d t h e B r i t i s h E i g h t h 
moved ahead o n o u r r i g h t t a k i n g E o g g i a , I t a l y a n d i t s nest of a i r ­
f ie lds to s t r e n g t h e n t l i e A l l i e d a l r e a d y p r o v e n a i r s u p e r i o r i t y . 

T o L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l James P . B a r n e y J r . , B a t t a l i o n C o m ­
m a n d e r , T e c h n i c a l Sergeant D o m i n i c M a n f r e d o a n d T e c h n i c i a n 
Grade V A r t h u r J . W h e l a n , w e n t the h o n o r of b e i n g t h e f i r s t 
A m e r i c a n s t o enter t h e h o t l y contested c i t y o f B e n e v e n t o , I t a l y w h i c h 
w a s ac compl i shed w h e n t h e y w e n t in as a p a t r o l to detect a n y e n e m y 
positions a r o u n d t h a t c i t y . 

The B a t t a l i o n ' s destroyers , w h i c h h a d been on ships i n Sa lerno 
Bay, h a d been d e b a r k e d a n d m o v e d t o t h e area n e a r P a s t e u m , I t a l y 
w h i c h was occup ied b y t h e second s e r i a l o f t h e u n i t , a n d w e r e n o w 
r e a d y t o move -

Reconnaissance C o m p a n y was relieved f r o m t h e i r m i s s i o n w i t h 
t h e 3 4 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n o n 5 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 a n d t h e d e t a c h m e n t 
m o v e d back t o M o n t e m o r o n o , I t a l y t o , j o i n w i t h t h e rest o f t h e c o m b a t 
c o m p o n e n t s w h i c h h a d m o v e d f r o m P a s t e u m , I t a l y t o t h a t assembly 
p o s i t i o n . D u r i n g t h e c o m p l e t i o n of the m o v e m e n t o f t h e destroyers . 
S e r g e a n t R a y m o n d E . L a r s o n , C o m p a n y " A " , w^as k i l l e d i n a c t i o n , 
when t h e des t royer , of which he was t h e c o m m a n d e r , s l i d t o w a r d s 
a deep crevice a n d rolled over him as he a t t e m p t e d to escape f r o m i t . 

O n 9 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 , t h e f i g h t i n g e l ements i n t a c t , t h e B a t t a l i o n 
m o v e d t o t h e N o r t h t o R o t o n d i , I t a l y t o a w a i t a s s i g n m e n t t o a sector. 
T h e move was c o m p l e t e d t h r o u g h a p o u r i n g r a i n , over bypasses 
constructed near blown bridges and by agonizing blackout d r i v i n g . 
No acc idents w e r e r e p o r t e d w h e n we a r r i v e d at R o t o n d i . I t a l y at 
0 5 5 0 h o u r s , 10 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 . 
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T h e day o f 10 Oc tober 1 9 4 3 , orders w e r e re ce ived f o r t h e t h r e e 
f i r i n g companies , " A " , " B " , a n d " C " to m o v e f o r w a r d to be a t t a c h e d 
f o r f i r e miss ions w i t h t h e 1 7 5 t h , 1 2 5 t h a n d 151st h ' i e l d A r t i l l e r y 
B a t t a l i o n s . T h e m a n y h o u r s spent d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r m o n t h s i n 
Sebdou, A l g e r i a , a d a p t i n g a n d p e r f e c t i n g f i r e p o w e r i n c o o r d i n a t i o n 
w i t h F i e l d A r t i l l e r y u n i t s was a l r e a d y g o i n g t o be e x p l o i t e d . T h e 
conf idence o f the f i r i n g c o m p a n i e s as to t h e success o f t l i e i r miss i ons 
was g r e a t . 

T h e t r o o p d i s p o s i t i o n w l i i c h n o w centered to the S o u t h o f t h e 
\^ol turno R i v e r f o u n d t h e B r i t i s h T e n t h Corps , a p a r t o f the A m e r i c a n 
I n f t h A r m y on the l e f t , the A m e r i c a n e lements o f the F i f t h A r m y 
i n t h e center a n d t h e B r i t i s h E i g h t h A r m y , i n c l u d i n g C a n a d i a n forces , 
on t h e r i g h t . T h e G e r m a n s tand was on s t r o n g pos i l i ons on t h e 
n o r t h e r n side o f t h e s w i f t V o l t u r n o R i v e r . 

Reconnaissance C o m p a n y o f the B a t t a l i o n h a d moved u p a n d 
t h e i r p a t r o l a c t i v i t y i n search o f r i v e r crossings w a s c o n t i n u o u s . 

D u r i n g p a l r o l d u l y on 11 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 5 , t h e c o m p a n y lost one 
l i g h t l a n k w h e n i t b i t an e n e m y m i n e , w o u n d i n g one en l i s ted m a n 
and f o r c i n g Ihe r e m a i n d e r o f the c r e w to evacuate t h e i r m o b i l e f i g h t e r . 
As t h e y r e t u r n e d o n f o o t t o j o i n t h e B a t t a l i o n , t h e y e n c o u n t e r e d 
e n e m y m a c h i n e g u n f i r e w h i c h f o r c e d t h e m to l i e i n t h e open u n t i l 
darkness w h e n t h e y w e r e able t o m a k e t h e i r w a y back . As a r e s u l t 
of the e n e m y f i r e , I w o more en l i s ted men o f t h a t c o m p a n y w e r e 
w o u n d e d . 

A n o t h e r o f f i c e r a s s i g n i u e n i at t h i s t i m e f o u n d Second L i e u t e n a n t 
J o h n T . G a l v i n j o i n i n g the B a t t a l i o n . 

A t 0 1 2 0 h o u r s , 16 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 , t h e o r d e r to open l i r e c a m e 
f r o m the c o m m a n d and the h e r e t o f o r e tense, p i t c h darkness was 
b r o k e n as b last a f t e r blast was sent t o w a r d the h o l e d i n G e r m a n s . 
T h e i n f a n t r y , w h i c h h a d mo\ed o u t as Ihe merc i less , f r i e n d l y b a r r a g e 
w e n t on u n a b a t e d , succeeded i n g a i n i n g a f o o t h o l d o n Ihe oppos i te 
side of the r i v e r i n the face o f d e t e r m i n e d N a z i resistance. T h e 
V o l t u r n o , the g r e a t n a t u r a l defense l i n e f o r the e n e m y south of the 
m o u n t a i n s w a s b r i d g e d . 

AYhen the eng ineers w e r e u n a b l e lo get a b r i d g e over the r i v e r 
because o f Ihe e n e m y a r t i l l e r y f i r e o n the b r i d g e sites, one p l a t o o n 
o f C o m p a n y " C " f o rded the r i v e r i n t h e e a r l y m o r n i n g o f 17 O c t o b e r 
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1 9 4 3 a n d proceeded to t h e N o r t h to c o n t a c t t h e i n f a n t r y c o m m a n d e r 
i n t h a t sector f o r f i r e miss i ons . 

18 October 1 9 4 3 f o u n d a l l the companies except t w o p la toons 
w h i c h w e r e a t t a c h e d t o t h e 1 3 5 t h a n d 1 6 8 t h I n f a n t r y R e g i m e n t s , 
r e t u r n e d to t h e B a t t a l i o n , w h i c h was n o w i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f L i m a t o l a , 
I t a l y . 

O n a m o u n t e d p a t r o l f o r t h e purpose o f s e l e c t i n g proposed 
g u n pos i t i ons d u r i n g t h e a f t e r n o o n o f 19 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 , one o f f i cer 
a n d f o u r e n l i s t e d m e n o f C o m p a n y " A " w e r e w o u n d e d b y e n e m y 
m o r t a r f i re . 

T h e h r i n g c o m p a n i e s n e x t m o v e d u p i n t o pos i t ions a n d the ro le 
o f overhead f i r i n g s u p p o r t used a l t h e V o l t u r n o R i v e r c ross ing , n o w 
r e v e r t e d to i n d i r e c t v o l l e y s i n t o crevices a n d sides of t h e e n e m y h e l d 
m o u n t a i n s to o u r f r o n t . 

O n 2 1 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 , news was rece ived t h a t Sta f f Sergeant 
H a r o l d T . B r o w n , C o m p a n y " A " , s e r i o u s l y w o u n d e d b y m o r t a r f i r e 
o n 19 October 1 9 4 3 , h a d d i e d as a r e s u l t o f t h e w o u n d s rece ived . 

D u r i n g t h e i r f i r i n g miss i ons o f 22 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 , C o m p a n y " B ' * 
was c r e d i t e d A v i t h d e s t r o y i n g a G e r m a n N e b e l w e r f e r a n d C o m p a n y 
"(y e rad i ca ted a n e n e m y m a n n e d o b s e r v a t i o n post . 

I n c o n t i n u e d opera t i ons . C o m p a n y " C " a n d one p l a t o o n o f 
Beconnaissance C o m p a n y f o r d e d t h e V o l t u r n o f o r t h e second t i m e 
lo s u p p o r t t h e 1 3 5 t h I n f a n t r y R e g i m e n t i n t h e a t t a c k o n A h f e , I t a l y 
. i tu l t h e n w e r e i n d i r e c t s u p p o r t o f t h e 1 3 3 r d I n f a n t r y R e g i m e n t 
ill the c a p t u r e o f San A n g e l o D ' A l i f e , I t a l y . 

T h e L u f t w a f f e , w h i c h h a d n o t s h o w n i t s e l f f o r s o m e t i m e , d i v e -
l i o iubcd the area of C o m p a n y " C " on 29 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 , a n d k i l l e d 
T e c h n i c i a n G r a d e V Jesse L . A n d e r s o n a n d s e r i o u s l y w o u n d i n g t w o 

n l h e r e n l i s t e d m e n o f t h a t c o m p a n y . 

M a j o r H o l m e s I I . R e v i n g t o n , B a t t a l i o n E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , w h o 
had been w i t h t h e B a l l a l i o n s ince i t s f o r m a t i o n , w h i c h i n c l u d e d t h e 
p r e w a r a n t i t a n k days, l e f t t h e u n i t o n 30 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 t o assume ^ V 
c o m m a n d o f a n o t h e r t a n k d e s t r o y e r b a t t a l i o n i n t h e t h e a t e r . C a p t a i n 
W i l l i a m O. S h i r l e y J r . , O p e r a t i o n s O f f i c e r , assumed t h e n e w d u t i e s 
of B a t t a l i o n E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r . 

I n t e r m i t t e n t f i r e miss ions a n d s l ow moves f o r w a r d located t h e 
B a t t a l i o n i n t h e v i c i n i t y above A l i f e , I t a l y . 

A d d i t i o n a l h o n o r s w e r e rece ived b y p e r s o n n e l o f t h e B a t t a l i o n 
w h e n o n 3 1 O c t o b e r 19^1-3, t h e e n t i r e P i o n e e r P l a t o o n o f R e c o n n a i s ­
sance C o m p a n y , was c i t ed i n o rders issued b y M a j o r G e n e r a l C h a r l e s 
\V. R y d e r , C o m m a n d i n g G e n e r a l o f t h e 3 4 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n f o r 
s k i l l f u l l y p e r f o r m i n g m i n e s w e e p i n g opera t i ons d u r i n g t h e i n i t i a l 
days o f t h e c a m p a i g n . 

M o v e m e n t c o n t i n u e d s l o w l y n o r t h w a r d a g a i n s t t h e m o u n t a i n 
h i d d e n e n e m y w i t h t h e f i r i n g c ompanies o f t h e B a t t a l i o n a d d i n g 
s u p p o r t t o t h e a r t i l l e r y i n t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f p o s i t i o n s b u t a l w a y s 
on the a l e r t t o c a r r y o u t the p r i m a r y m i s s i o n o f a s e l f - p r o p e l l e d 
a t t a c k to c r u s h a n y e n e m y a r m o r t h r u s t . 

N o v e m b e r 8, 1943 f o u n d t h e G e r m a n a i r m e n s t a l k i n g t h e 
B a t t a l i o n i n a t tacks o n t h e areas o f C o m p a n y " B " a n d C o m p a n y " C " . 
C o n c e n t r a t e d a n t i - a t r c r a f t f i r e d r o v e t h e m off w i t h no d a m a g e r e s u l ­
l i n g f r o m bombs w h i c h f e l l w i d e o f t h e i r t a r g e t s . 
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C n n t i m i e f l m o v e m e n t to the N o r t h f o u n d the \ i l l n g e s o f C a p r i e t i 
a n d I V a t e l l a . I t a l y passed t h r o u g h . 

•J'he B a t t a l i { ) i i n o w became p a r t o f a task force w i t h a m i s s i o n 
t o a i d a d d i t i o n a l a r m o r e d u n i t s , cover the advance o f t h e i n f a n t r y , 
a f f o r d t a n k d e s t r o y e r p r o t e c t i o n f o r a n A m e r i c a n p a r a c h u t e r e g i m e n t 
a n d p r e p a r e d lo d i r e c t massed f i r e on ( ^ o l l i , I t a l y . 

D u r i n g the f u l f i l l m e n t of t h i s m i s s i o n . C o m p a n y " B " was shel led 
b y e n e m y a r t i l l e r y w i t h one o f f i cer a n d t h r e e e n l i s t e d m e n w e r e 
l i g h l l y w o u n d e d i n a c t i o n and C o r p o r a l D o n a l d h ' . B a m h o r s t k i l l e d . 
T h e ho led enen iv was s t i l l d e t e r m i n e d a g a i n s t o u r ad\'ance. 

T h e H a l l a l i o n ' s f i r i n g c o n t i n u e d to a t t e m p t lo reduce that d e t e r ­
m i n a t i o n and i n a c o u n t e r - b a t t e r y assault b y t h e e n e m y t w o e n l i s t e d 
n u ' i i o f C o m p a n y " A " w e r e ser ious lv w o u n d e d . 

T h e w e a t h e r , w h i c h h a d dec ide ly f a v o r e d the B a t t a l i o n s advance 
b y s t a y i n g c lear , n o w changed to a t o r r e n t i a l duwn[>our a l o n g the 
e n l i r e f r o n t . T h o u g h c o n d i t i o n s became n e a r l y u n b e a r a b l e , the B a l ­
t a l i o n c o n t i n u e d h r i n g n i g h t a n d day w i t h added intens iveness a g a i n s t 
t h e m o u n t a i n pos i t i ons o f t h e G e r m a n . 

(Clearer w e a t h e r on 12 N o v e m b e r I !-)lo f o u n d Ihe ( J e r m i u i A i r 
C o r p s i n a n o t h e r d i v e - b o m b i n g a t tack on t h e B a t t a l i o n ' s p o s i t i o n w i t h 
a resu l t to the i n l r u d e r s of one o f h i s a i r c r a f t shot o u t o f t h e s k y 
b y a n t i a i r c r a f t f i r e . 

M o v e m e n t f o r w a r d o f t h e B a t t a l i o n centered i l i n pos i t i ons lo 
the Kast o f R o c c a r a v i n d o l a , I t a l y w i t h the destroyers of the f i r i n g 
c o m p a n i e s h a v i n g m i s s i o n s t o suppor t a r t i l l e r y u n i t s a n d p r o v i d e 
c o v e r i n g f o r i n f a n t r y r e g i m e n t s t o t h e n o r t h . 

D e m o l l l i o n s , b o o b y traps a n d h a r a s s i n g i n g e n u i t i e s o f t h e e n e m y 
w d i l c h h a d made o u r progress t o t h e N o r t h s l ow f r o m t h e i n i t i a t i o n 
i n t o the I t a l i a n o p e r a t i o n s t r u c k f o r c e f u l l y on 28 N o v e m b e r 1945 
w h e n one o f f i c e r a n d f o u r e n l i s t e d n u m o f C o m p a n y " C " w e r e 
w o u n d e d by Ihe e x p l o s i o n of e n e m y m i n e s l a i d o n t h e o u t e r edge 
o f t h e i r h i v o i u u - area . 

O n 29 N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 5 , w h i l e r e t u r n i n g h is a r m o r e d v e h i c l e lo 
Ihe r e a r f r o m Ihe f r o n t l ines f o r r e p a i r , P r i v a t e F i r s t Class N o r m a n 
T o g s t a d , C o m p a n y " A " , was a c c i d e n t a l l y k i l l e d w h e n h i s v e h i c l e f e l l 
t h r o u g h a b r i d g e he had to i)ass over on h i s w a y lo the r e a r . 
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Casua l t i e s a g a i n resu l ted i n l i u - B a t t a l i o n t h e a f t e r n o o n o f 
I December 1945 w h e n three e n l i s t e d n u ' u o f H e a c b p i a r l e r s C o m p a n y 
M i r e w o u n d e d I n a sneak h o i n h i n g r a i d by n i n e u n l d e n l i f i e d a i r c r a f t 
H \ I n g f r o m l l i e east over o u r p o s i t i o n s southwest o f R o c c a r a v i n d o l a . 
i l a l w C o n c e n t r a l e d s h e l l i n g f r o n i the g u n s o f t h e e n e m y i n t h e area 
occupied b y a d e t a c h m e n t o f Reconnaissance C o m p a n y c l a i m e d the 
l i f e o f P r i v a t e W i l l i a m R . H a n s o n late t h a t s a m e a f t e r n o o n a n d 
w (Minded the ass istant B a t t a l i o n S u r g e o n , F i r s t T I e u t e n a n t S i d n e y 
l 'd (4son, w h o was i n t h a t area a d m i n i s t e r i n g a id lo p e r s o n n e l w o u n d e d 
i)\e c o n c e n l r a l i o u . 

h i r y miss ions o f the B a t t a l i o n re l egated to observed a n d u n o b -
s r i x c d h a r a s s i n g s h e l l i n g o f e n e m y h e l d roads to the west o f Ceresue lo . 
I t a l y w i t h the d e s t r u c t i o n o f c o m p o n e n t s o f an e n e m y pack t r a i n 
n por ted as a r e s u l t o f one m i s s i o n and r e s t r i c t i n g t h e use o f t h i s 
r o a d to the e n e m y — so b a d l y needed to su|)plv h is troops i n Ihe 
l u o u n l a i n s , a n d the d e s t r u c l i n n o f a three g i n i i ) a l l e r y o f 88's was 
later c o n f i r m e d . 

O n 12 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 5 . the 5 4 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , to w h i c h 
we w e r e a n a t t a c h e d U n i t was rep laced i n p o s i t i o n b y t h e Second 
I ' r e n c h M o r o c c a n I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . T h o u g h t h e 5 4 t h D i v i s i o n w e n t 
in to a rest p e r i o d , the B a t t a l i o n w a s selected b y the F r e n c h D i v i s i o n 
lo r e m a i n i n l l i e l i n e w i l j i t h e m as supi ) (>rt ing a r t i l l e r y a m i lo f u r n i s l i 
p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t e n e m y t a n k s . 

.\r n i n e t y t w o consecut ive days o f c o n t i n u o u s a c t i o n , the 
H a t t a l l o n was o r d e r e d t o r e t u r n to A l i f e , I t a l y o n 2 5 D e c e m b e r 1945 
for a rest a n d so came t h e o p p o r t u n i t y - to forget the i n n u m e r a b l e 
I ' igors o f c o m b a l we h a d fa ced . 

B e l a x a t i o n was in le r ru|) l e ( l w h e n the B a i l a l l o n w a s d i rec ted to 
r eorgan ize i m d e r n e w tables o f o r g a n i z a t i o n and e ( [ u i i ) m e n l , a (h ' -
( i a r a t l o n w h i c h necessitated the t r a n s f e r o f one I m m l red l l i i i i y six 
members o f t h e c o n u n a n d on 26 D e c e m b e r 1943 to meet the p e r s o n n e l 
J ( q u i r e i u e n t . 

T h e n e w y e a r of 191 !• was ushered i n in a f l u r r \  of r a i n , snow 
and [ j o w e r f u l gales o f w i n d . O n 5 J a n u a i - y 19-1-4, the o r d e r canui f o r 
the B a l l a l i o n to r e t u r n lo the f r o n t , r e a l l a c h e d to the 5 4 t l i I n f a n t r y 
D i \ i s I o i i l o sup|)orl t h e m i n a n e w sector — Ihe d r i v e lo wrest 
(Cassino. I l a l y f r o m t l i e e n e m y . 
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T h e a f t e r n o o n o f 5 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 4 , C o m p a n y " I J " , d e l a c h e d f r o m 
t h e B a t t a l i o n , m o v e d to the v i c i n i t y o f San P i e i r o , I t a l y to s u p p o r t 
o p e r a t i o n s a g a i n s t t h a t v i l l a g e w i l h t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e B a t t a l i o n 
r e m a i n i n g i n i t s present p o s i t i o n . ' I ' l i e e v e n i n g o f 13 J a n u a r y 1944 , 
a l l o t h e r e lements o f the B a t t a l i o n m o v e d out a n d proeeeded to the 
W e s t of V e n a f r o , I t a l y , m o v i n g i n t o f i r i n g pos i l i ons a d j a c e n t t o 
C o m j ) a n y " B " w h i c d i rever ted to B a t t a l i o n c o n t r o l . 

M i s s i o n s to the B a t t a l i o n f o u i u l the three h r i n g c o m p a n i e s , " A " , 
" B " a n d " C " f i r i n g observed i i u l i r e c t h r e o n Ihe r o a d l e a d i n g lo 
Cass ino , I t a l y . 

C/iaiiguig 'I'riuks 

T h e e v e n i n g o f It ) J a n u a r y I91 ' 4 , one en l i s ted m a n o f (Com­
p a n y " A " was w o i n u l e d w h e n the h a l f - l r a c k he was d r i v i n g h i t a 
t e l l e r m i n e . I n the e a r l y m o r n i n g h o u r s o f 17 J a i u u i r y 1 9 4 4 , i n an 
a l l e i n p t to r e t r i e v e the d e m o l i s h e d a r m o r e d v e h i c l e , the h u g e w r e c k e r 
o f H e a d q u a r t e r s C o m p a n y , c o n u n a i u i e d b y T e c h n i c i a n G r a d e I V 
A l h e r t C o l i a n n i h i t a c i m n i n g l y concealed box m i n e r e s u l t i n g i n the 
d e a t h o f T e c h n i c i a n Gi-ade I V C o l i a n n i a n d w o u n d i n g the d r i v e r of 
t h e v e h i c l e . 
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T h e B a t t a l i o n ' s f i r i n g miss i ons c o n t i n u e d w i t h targe ts s t i l l b e i n g 
Ihe roads i n t o a n d east of s t r o n g l y f o r t i f i e d Cass ino . E n e m y a r t i l l e r y 
r e t a l i a t i o n was pers i s tent . 

San P i e t r o , I l a l y , w h i c h h a d been t h e scene o f b i t t e r f i g h t i n g f e l l 
atul as the a t t a c k c o n t i n u e d i n i n t e n s i t y t h e e n e m y w a f f o r ced back , 
( ' o m p a n y " A " a n d C o m p a n y " C " m o v e d f o r w a r d a n d C o m p a n y " B " 
occupied a p o s i t i o n i n the v i c i n i t y o f Cevaro , I t a l y o n 2 3 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 4 . 

W i t h G e n e r a l Char l es W . R y d e r ' s 3 4 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n n o w 
a t t a c k i n g the R a p i d o R i v e r , C o m p a n y " A " a n d C o m p a n y " C " o f t h e 
B a l l a l i o n m o v e d i n t o p o s i t i o n i n close s u p p o r t of those troops s e n d i n g 
h u n d r e d s a n d h u n d r e d s of r o u n d s o f h i g h explos ive across t h e R a p i d o 
i n t o e n e m y p o s i t i o n s . F e r o c i t y increased i n t h e i n t e n s i t y o f the a t t a c k 
w i t l i the i n f a n t r y a t t e m p t i n g crossings o n l y to be t u r n e d back b y 
\ic ious e n e m y c o u n t e r - f i r e f r o m e l a b o r a t e l y p l a n n e d p o s i l i o n s i n t h e 
h i g h g r o u n d o v e r l o o k i n g t h e R a p i d o . 

I n a n e n e m y s h e l l i n g o n 2 8 J a n u a r y 1944 l a i d o n the p o s i t i o n 
of C o m p a n y " A " , three e n l i s t e d m e n o f t h a t c o m p a n y w e r e w o u n d e d 
w i t h w o u n d s su f f e red b y P r i v a t e C a r l A . A p p l e q u i s t l a t e r p r o v i n g f a t a l . 

C o m p a n y " C " a n d C o m p a n y " A " c o n t i n u e d t h e i r s h e l l i n g o f 
e n e m y p o s i l i o n s i n the S a i n t A n g e l o a n d R a p i d o R i v e r areas w i t h 
exce l l ent r e s u l t s . C o m p a n y " B " , w h i c h h a d been p e r f o r m i n g m i s s i o n s 
i n the v i c i n i t y o f C e v a r o , I t a l y r e t u r n e d t o B a t t a l i o n c o n t r o l a n d 
j o i n e d w i t h t h e o t h e r t w o f i r i n g c ompanies i n s u p p o r t of the R a p i d o 
R i v e r o p e r a t i o n s . 

T h e d a y o f 3 1 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 4 , one p l a t o o n o f C o m p a n y " C " 
crossed the R a p i d o R i v e r t o s u p p o r t t h e 7 5 6 t h T a n k B a t t a l i o n i n 
the area southeast o f Cass ino , I t a l y , n e a r t h e f a m o u s b a r r a c k s . 

I n the m o r n i n g o f the n e x t day the rest o f t h e B a t t a l i o n m o v e d 
l o r w a r d w i t h C o m p a n i e s " A " a n d " B " p o s i t i o n e d a n d f i r i n g h a r a s s i n g 
fire a r o u n d t h e L i r i V a l l e y sector , w i t h t h e r e m a i n i n g c omponents o f 
( " o m p a n y " C " m o v i n g to s u p p o r t the l a n k e lements i n t h e v i c i n i t y 
between C a i r o a n d Cass ino . 

I n a m o v e o n 2 h ' e b r u a r y 1 9 4 4 , C o m p a n y " B " w e n t i n t o p o s i t i o n 
on the f o r w a r d slope o f M o u n t T r o c c h i o , w i t h t h e o r d e r n o t to f i r e 
u n t i l d i r e c t e d because o f i t s exposed p o s i t i o n . T h e r e m a i n d e r o f the 
B a t t a l i o n ' s g u n s c o n t i n u e d the p o u n d i n g o f t h e e n e m y pos i t i ons a r o u n d 
the L i r i V a l l e y , a sector w e w o u l d e x p l o i t s h o u l d Cassino f a l l . 
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T h r o u g h o u t Ihe n e x t day C o m p a n y " A a n d C o m p a n y ' " C " 
c o n t i n u e d f i r i n g o n ob jec t ives b o r d e r i n g t h e L i r i V a l l e y . I n t h e e v e n i n g 
o f t h a t day one e n l i s t e d m a n of C o m p a n y " C " was w o u n d e d b y a n 
e n e m y a r t i l l e r y c o n c e n t r a t i o n . 

D e s p i t e t h e b a t t e r i n g w e k e p t u p o n t h e G e r m a n , o u r ga ins 
w e r e n e g l i g i b l e . A g a i n o n t h e e v e n i n g of 6 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 4 a n o t h e r 
e n l i s t e d m a n o f C o m p a n y " C " was w o u n d e d . T l i e costl iness o f t h e 
a t t a i n m e n t of o u r o1)jeclive was m o u n t i n g . 

Ball (iiime 

I n close s u p p o r t o f t l ie 7 5 6 t h T a n k B a t t a l i o n i n t h e i r a t t e m p t 
t o e n t e r Cassino the f o l l o w i n g d a y . C o m p a n y " C " k n o c k e d o u t , b y 
d i r e c t f i r e , one e n e m y t a n k a n d a h o s t i l e N e b e l w e r f e r •— the 
" s c r e a m i n g m e e m i e " , a s ix b a r r e l e d m o r t a r . 

T h e B a t t a l i o n ' s m a i n a c t i o n c o n t i n u e d to he b o r n e b y C o m p a n y 
" C " w i t h t h a t o r g a n i z a t i o n f i r i n g 1 2 0 0 r o u n d s o f h i g h exp los ive i n 
c o v e r i n g t a n k s o f t h e 7 5 6 t h T a n k B a t t a l i o n a n d s u p p o r t i n g t h e 1 3 3 r d 
I n f a n t r y R e g i m e n t i n a d i r e c t assault o n Cass ino . 
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H a r d f i g h t i n g i n a n d a r o u n d Cassino c o n t i n u e d w i t h f a n a t i c a l 
resistance b y the G e r m a n s . D e s p i t e c o n t i n u e d h e r o i c a t t e m p t s b y 
A i i u ' r i c a n forces , w h i c h saw d i v i s i o n s reduced t o r e g i m e n t size a n d 
h a l l a l i o n ' s t o c o m p a n y size, t h e e n e m y f r o m h i s p o s i t i o n s o n H a n g ­
man's H i l l a n d M o n t e Cassino A b b e y , h e l d h i s c o n t r o l o f Cass ino . 

O n 12 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 4 , C o m p a n y " C ' was sub jec ted to a n i n t e n s e 
e i u ' m y a r t i l l e r y b a r r a g e t a k i n g t h e l ives o f S t a f f S e r g e a n t Oscar 
h . L y s t a d , T e c h n i c i a n G r a d e V G u s t a v e H a g e r a n d w o u n d i n g t w o 
( i lher m e n o f t h a t o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

I n the m o n t h o f F e b r u a r y 1944' , a d d i t i o n a l e n l i s t e d m e n of t h e 
l i a l t a l i o n advanced t o an o f f i c e r s tatus w h e n M a s t e r S e r g e a n t D o n a l d 
M . K o l b o , H e a d q u a r t e r s C o m p a n y , was a p p o i n t e d as a W a r r a n t 
O l f i c e r ( j .g . ) a s s u m i n g the dut i e s o f B a t t a l i o n P e r s o n n e l O f f i c e r w i t h 
Staf f Sergeant M a r t i n T o b i a s s e n , C o m p a n y " A " b e i n g c o m m i s s i o n e d 
a Second L i e u t e n a n t as was F i r s t Sergeant C l a r e n c e B a u e r o f 
( j o m p a n y " C " . 

T h e r e m a i n d e r o f F e b r u a r y a n d t h e f i r s t weeks o f M a r c h 1 9 4 4 , 
Ihe B a t t a l i o n c o n t i n u e d i n f i e rce f i g h t i n g i n t h e Cass ino sector w i t h 
gains a l o n g the f r o n t b e i n g m e a s u r e d i n feet . T h e 3 4 t h I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n , l o w h o m t h e B a t t a l i o n h a d been a t t a c h e d , h a d b e e n r e l i e v e d 
for a rest , b u t t h e B a t t a l i o n r e m a i n e d o n t h e l i n e i n s u p p o r t o f 
N e w Z e a l a n d t r o o p s a n d B r i t i s h I n d i a n t r o o p s . 

O n 15 M a r c h 1 9 4 4 , b e g i n n i n g i n t h e m o r n i n g u n t i l e a r l y a f t e r ­
noon , h u n d r e d s o f a l l i e d f i g h t e r s a n d bombers a p p r o a c h e d f r o m a l l 
d i r e c t i o n s w i t h one a i m a n d one ob j e c t ive —- t h e p u l v e r i z i n g o f 
Cassino i n o r d e r t h a t g r o u n d troops c o u l d effect i t s c a p t u r e a n d m o v e 
o n to t h e N o r t h . D e s p i t e t h e t h o u s a n d s o f tons o f b o m b s d r o p p e d o n 
t h e c i t y , w h i c h saw the A b b e ^4onte Cassino r e d u c e d t o r u b b l e a n d 
t h e c i t y v i r t u a l l y i n r u i n s , f a n a t i c a l N a z i p a r a t r o o p e r s b a r r e d t h e 
e n t r a n c e o f A l l i e d t r oops . 

A f t e r m o n t h s of b i t t e r f i g h t i n g t h e B a t t a l i o n was r e l i e v e d f r o m 
t h e l i n e a n d m o v e d l o the v i c i n i t y o f C a m i g l i a n o , I t a l y f o r a rest . 

W h i l e a t t h i s l o c a t i o n a n o t h e r e n l i s t e d m a n was g i v e n a b a t t l e ­
f i e l d p r o m o t i o n w i t h Sta f f Sergeant J o h n B . H a y w o o d , C o m p a n y " A " 
a d v a n c i n g t o Second L i e u t e n a n t . O t h e r a d d i t i o n s t o o f f i c e r p e r s o n n e l 
f o u n d Second L i e u t e n a n t s C l i f f o r d L l o l m e s , A r n o l d C o h e n , J a m e s 
C l a f f e y j o i n i n g the B a t t a l i o n . 
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B e g i n n i n g o n 13 A p r i l 1 9 4 4 , t h e u n i t sent destroyers f r o m t h e 
t h r e e f i r i n g c ompanies u p t o t h e f r o n t o n r o v i n g f i r e m i s s i o n s . I n a 
mass d i s p l a c e m e n t o f t r o o p s , t o t h e c o m p l e t e u n a w a r e n e s s o f t h e N a z i 
c o m m a n d , a l l i e d a r m i e s w e r e m o v e d f r o m one sector t o a n o t h e r 
p r e p a r a t o r y t o s t a g i n g a n a l l - o u t assault t o j o i n t h e A n z i o beachhead 
w h i c h h a d been estab l i shed i n J a n u a r y a n d t h e n t o R o m e . T h e F i f t h 
A r m y , o f w h i c h t h e B a t t a l i o n was a p a r t , m o v e d f r o m t h e c enter 
o f t h e l i n e t o t h e wes t coast a n d t h e B r i t i s h E i g h t h A r m y spread 
o u t t o t h e l e f t , a u g m e n t e d b y P o l i s h troops . h V e n c h forces took over 
t h e zone o f a c t i o n b e t w e e n B r i t i s h a n d A m e r i c a n t r oops . 

Rome — First Day 

O n 2 8 A p r i l 1 9 4 4 , L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l James P . B a r n e y J r . , i n 
c o m p l i a n c e w i t h orders f r o m F i f t h A r m y , l e f t the B a t t a l i o n a n d 
r e t u r n e d t o C a m p H o o d , T e x a s t o be a n i n s t r u c t o r at t h a t s t a t i o n . 
M a j o r W i l l i a m O . S h i r l e y J r . , B a t t a l i o n E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , assumed 
c o m m a n d o f t h e B a t t a l i o n w i t h C a p t a i n R o w l a n d R . M a r t i n , C o m ­
m a n d i n g O f f i c e r o f C o m p a n y " B " c o m i n g to t h e staf f as E x e c u t i v e 
O f f i c e r w i t l i F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t D o n a l d N . .X iu lerson a s s u m i n g c o m m a n d 
o f C o m p a n y " B " . 

T h e e l e v e n t h o f M a y , 1 9 4 4 , t h e e n t i r e B a t t a l i o n m o v e d back 
i n t o p o s i t i o n s o u t h w e s t o f M i n t u r n o , I t a l y t o f u r n i s h d i r e c t s u p p o r t 
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In the 8 5 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n i n t h e n e w o f f ens ive . C o m p a n y " A " 
was i n s u p p o r t o f t h e 5 3 9 t h I n f a n t r y R e g i m e n t , C o m p a n y " B " w i t h 
I h e 5 3 8 t h I n f a n t r y R e g i m e n t , C o m p a n y " C " w i t h t h e 3 3 7 t h I n f a n t r y 
B e g i m e n t w h i l e Reconnaissance C o m p a n y was to be used as D i v i s i o n 
r econnaissance. 

A t 2 3 0 0 h o u r s , 11 M a y 1 9 4 4 , w i t h the B a t t a l i o n ' s destroyers 
a l o n g w i t h h u n d r e d s o f o t h e r g u n s a l o n g the e n t i r e f r o n t l a y i n g d o w n 
.1 m u r d e r o u s a r t i l l e r y p r e p a r a t i o n t h e s o u t h e r n o f f ens ive was opened, 
i n the B a t t a l i o n sector, t h e p r e p a r a t i o n was d i r e c t e d o n t h e v a u n t e d 
l l i t l e r L i n e . T h e p r e p a r a t i o n over , t l ie i n f a n t r y e l ements m o v e d 
r< j rward a n d a t t a c k e d t h e l i n e . 

W i t h t h e B a t t a l i o n p r o v i d i n g d i r e c t su] )port t o t h e 8 5 t h I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n , t h e p o r t i o n s o f t h e l i n e i n t h e sector w e w e r e engaged was 
breached a n d t h e o f fens ive g a i n e d n i o n u ' n t u i u . D e l i v e r i n g r o u n d a f t e r 
r 'ound i j i t o e n e m y p i l l - b o x e s a n d l a y i n g t l i e v i c i o u s f i r e p o w e r o f a l l 
I h e destroyers to t h e i m m e d i a t e f r o n t o f t h e f a s t m o v i n g i n f a n t r y , 
! h e o f fens ive r o l l e d i n t o h i g h gear . C a s t e l l n o r a t o , San A n g e l o , M o n t e 
C a m i n o , T r i v i o , F o r m i a , I t r i , F o n d i , T e r r a c i n a , C o r i a n d F r a s c a l i 
f e l l i n r a p i d succession a n d o n t h e m o r n i n g o f 4 T u n e 1 9 4 4 , t h e 
B a t t a l i o n stood o n t h e t h r e s h h o l d o f the V a t i c a n C i t y — R o m e . 
M o v i n g i n w i t h e l ements o f t h e 8 5 t h I n f a n t r y D i \ i s i o n , the u n i t 
])assed o n t h r o u g h a j o y m a d d e n e d c i t y , across t h e T i b e r R i v e r a n d 
on t o the N o r t h . 

I n I h e a m a z i n g o f fens ive o f the past t w e n t y f o u r days, t h e 
B a t t a l i o n h a d t r a v e l l e d n e a r l y one h u n d r e d a n d f i f t y m i l e s . T h e 
l i g h t i n g , t h o u g h s w i f t , was n o t w i t h o u t cost lo the B a l l a l i o n . J ' h e 
batt les i n Ihe sweep f r o m t h e S o u t h h a d t a k e n t h e l ives o f Sergeant 
H a r o l d F . M o o n e y , C o m p a n y " C " o n 18 M a y 1 9 4 4 , C o r p o r a l H e n r y 
G . P o p p , Reconnaissance C o m p a n y o n 19 M a y 1 9 4 4 , Sergeant E r n e s t 
E . P a r r i s , Reconnaissance C o m p a n y o n 2 0 M a y 1 9 4 4 a n d t h r e e 
of f icers a n d seventeen e n l i s t e d m e n h a d been w o u n d e d i n a c l i o n . T h i s 
p e r i o d o f t i m e f o u n d S t a f f S e r g e a n t A d l e r H . R r a t l a n d , C o m p a n y " B " 
c o m m i s s i o n e d as a second l i e u t e n a n t o n 2 1 A p r i l 1 9 4 4 . 

T h e r e m a i n i n g days o f t l i e m o n t h o f J u n e 1 9 4 4 , f o u n d t h e 
B a t t a l i o n s t e a d i l y m o v i n g t o t h e N o r t h , over roads s t r e w n w i l h 
w r e c k e d and a b a n d o n e d e n e m y e q u i p m e n t . 

I n t h i s advance casualt ies a g a i n w e r e sustained b y t h e B a t t a l i o n . 
O n 7 J u n e 1 9 4 f , Second L i e u t e n a n t J o h n B . H a y w o o d , C o m ] ) a n y " A " , 
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w a s k i l l e d i n a c t i o n b y e n e m y a r t i l l e r y f i r e a n d t h e day o f 2 5 J u n e 
1 9 4 4 , f o u n d t h e l ives o f Sergeant S i g v a l M . C a r l s o n , Sergeant F r a n c i s 
M . Z e r r a n d T e c h n i c i a n G r a d e V . N o r m a n C. D u t o i t , a l l o f C o m ­
p a n y " B " b e i n g t a k e n as a r e s u l t of e n e m y a c t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , e l even 
m o r e e n l i s t e d m e n o f t h e B a t t a l i o n h a d been w o u n d e d . 

D u r i n g t h i s t i m e also. F i r s t Sergeant C l a r e n c e W . B y r n e , H e a d ­
q u a r t e r s C o m p a n y , was comiss i oned a Second L i e u t e n a n t a n d C a p t a i n 
L o u i s J . W a d l e , C o m p a n y " A " was added t o t h e B a t t a l i o n S t a f f as 

Forum Mussolini Rest Center 

O p e r a t i o n s O f f i c e r w i t h F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t W i l l i s F . Co le J r . , t a k i n g 
c o m m a n d of C o m p a n y " A " . 

T h e B a t t a l i o n ' s advance h a d c a r r i e d i t t h r o u g h C e c i n a , I t a l y , 
t h e n t o t h e r i g h t i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f M i e m o , I t a l y . 

O n 5 J u l y 1 9 4 4 , i n t h i s v i c i n i t y , w h i l e o n a reconnaissance i n 
f o r w a r d t e r r i t o r y f o r c o m p a n y p o s i t i o n s . P r i v a t e D a l e H . E l l i n g s o n , 
Reconnaissance C o m p a n y , was s e r i o u s l y w o u n d e d b y e n e m y s n i p e r 
f i r e . D e s p i t e every e f f o r t b y h is c o m p a n i o n s to r e m o v e h i m f r o m 
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Dir host i le t e r r i t o r y , t h e y w e r e d r i v e n f r o m t h e g r o u n d b y a l a r g e 
I ' l i cruy f o r c e . 

I n a b i t t e r f i g h t t h a t w e n t o n t h r o u g h f ive days , one p l a t o o n o f 
( J i r n p a n y " C " , w i t h e lements o f Reconnaissance C o m p a n y , h e l d o f f 
I h e a t t a c k i n g e n e m y . T h r e e l i g h t t a n k s o f Reconnaissance C o m p a n y 
were des troyed b y e n e m y a c t i o n . T h e g r o u n d once t a k e n , a search 
I'lr- P r i v a t e E l l i n g s o n was i m m e d i a t e l y m a d e b u t he c o u l d n o t be 
I i i u i i d a n d was entered as m i s s i n g i n a c t i o n . 

D u r i n g t h e heated f i g h t i n g i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f M i e m o , I t a l y , 
III her t h a n t h e loss of P r i v a t e D a l e L I . E l l i n g s o n , t w o of f icers a n d 
r i g h t en l i s ted m e n w e r e w o u n d e d i n a c t i o n . 

A g a i n on 10 J u l y 1 9 4 4 a n o t h e r m i s s i n g i n a c t i o n e n t r y w e n t 
nn t h e R a t t a l i o n casua l ty r e g i s t e r w h e n F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t S h e l d e n 
I : T h o m p s o n was r e p o r t e d as m i s s i n g w h i l e d i s c h a r g i n g h i s d u t y 
as a p a t r o l l eader . 

W o r k i n g w i t h t h e 3 4 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , t h e 91st I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n a n d the F i r s t A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n the B a t t a l i o n was c o n t i ­
n u o u s l y engaged i n t h e d r i v e f r o m R o m e t o t h e A r n o R i v e r . 

O n t h e 2 7 t h o f A u g u s t 1 9 4 4 , L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l D w i g h t 
I ' ' , . M o o r h e a d , assumed c o m m a n d o f t h e B a t t a l i o n w i t h M a j o r W i l l i a m 
O. S h i r l e y J r . , b e c o m i n g B a t t a l i o n E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r . M a j o r R o w l a n d 
i ' l . M a r t i n , w h o h a d advanced to t h a i r a n k i n J u l y became Opei^ations 
O f f i c e r w i t h C a p t a i n L o u i s J . W a d l e a s s u m i n g the dut i es of ass istant 
O p e r a t i o n s O f f i c e r . 

O n 3 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 4 , t h e B a t t a l i o n C o m m a n d e r rece ived orders 
I h a t t h e B a t t a l i o n w o u l d be r e l i e v e d f r o m a s s i g n m e n t w i t h t h e F i f t h 
A r m y a n d w o u l d become assigned t o t h e Seventh A r m y c o m m a n d e d 
hy L i e u t e n a n t G e n e r a l A l e x a n d e r M . P a t c h as of 9 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 4 . 
M o v e m e n t orders s t i p u l a t e d t h a t N a p l e s , I t a l y w o u l d be t h e p o r t 
f r o m w h i c h w e w o u l d e m b a r k f o r operat i ons i n F r a n c e . 

O n 6 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 4 , the destroyers a n d h a l f - t r a c k s , c o m p l e t e 
w i t h crews , m o v e d o u t as t h e f i r s t o f t h e B a t t a l i o n ' s ser ia ls to m a k e 
a m a r c h to P i o m b i n o , I t a l y w h e r e t h e y w o u l d be e m b a r k e d on ships 
f o r w a t e r s h i p m e n t t o N a p l e s , I t a l y . 

I n t h e l a t e a f t e r n o o n o f 7 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 4 , t h e r e m a i n d e r o f 
the B a t t a l i o n , m o u n t e d i n w h e e l e d vehic les , b e g a n t h e r o a d m a r c h 



t o the S o u t h . T r a v e l l i n g the e n t i r e n i g h t t h e B a t t a l i o n a r r i v e d i n 
K o m e w h e r e a one day de lay was made f o r rest a n d m a i n t e n a n c e . 

A r r i v i n g i n N a p l e s , I t a l y a t 1400 h o u r s , 9 September 1 9 4 4 , t h e 
B a t t a l i o n m o v e d t o a s u b - s t a g i n g area i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f I p p o d r o m o , 
I t a l y . T h e n e x t event o f t h e d a y f o u n d t e n t s s p r i n g i n g u p t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e area , v e h i c l e p a r k s establ is l ied and l i a i s o n set i n m o t i o n w i l h 
o u r n e w l y assigned A r m y hea iUiuar ters , M a t e r i e l t r a n s p o r t e d b y w a t e r 
a r r i v e d a n d m a i n t e n a n c e o f e q u i p m e n t w e n t f o r w a r d . 

/./,. Co!. Moo//lead 

T h e B a t t a l i o n t h e n learne<l t h a t i t w o u l d he e(pi ipj )ed w i t h Ihe 
n e w M - 3 6 l a n k d e s l r o y e r . A n o t h e r f u l l t r a c k e d , open t u r r e t v e h i c l e , 
w i t h a w e i g h t o f 32 tons h u t i n place o f t h e t h r e e i n c h g u n t h a i 
w a s o n t h e M - 1 0 d e s t r o y e r , i t was m o u n t e d w i t h a h i g h v e l o c i t y 
9 0 m m piece . These n e w , p o w e r f u l g u n s w e r e d r a w n a n d t r a i n i n g 
o f t h e d e s l r o y e r crews as l o t h e w o r k i n g o f t h e i r n e w piece w e n t 
i n t o o p e r a t i o n . F i r i n g o f the g u n s was c o m p l e t e d on ranges nea)" 
t h e B a t t a l i o n area . 
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