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1 March 1944

SUEJECTs Orgenizationel Hiatory for Period 1 February to 29 February 19LL
Inclusave, '

TO s Commanding General,
Fifth Army,
AFO heuo U. S. ATIY o

This Battalion, less an advance deteil of one (1) officer and twelve
(12) enlisted men, who accompanied M-10's, eight (8) officers and sixteen
(16) enlisted men gone forwerd to Itely as observers, six () officers and
two hundred fifteen (215) enlisted men who remeined with the unit equipe
ment, departed from Oren harbor for Italy on the 1 February 1944, aboard
H.M.S, City of Canterbury. The nine (9) days at sea were yuiet except for
one eir raid alert at 1¥30 hours the first day, during which two enemy planes
were sighted. Considereble anti-sircraft fire wes used egainst them without
result, and thehit two ships in the convoy (ore of which sknk)e. The ship
dropped anchor and spent 48 hours in the harbor of Auguste, Sicily, then
entered Naples and docked et 1600 hours, 9 Mebruary 1944. The unit begen
to disembark at 1800 hours, spent the night at Bagnoli Steging Area, began
to0 leave at 1200 hours and finally cleared into new ares near Sen Selvatore
at 1100 hours, 11 Pedruary 194l Equipment, including M-10's and other
vehicles began to arrive from Neples on 17th Februery, finally eall of them
closing in the area on 22nd Fetruary. During this period normel training .
was carried on plus intensive work to service end jrepare men and materiel
for combat which seemed imminent., The Commending Officer and Executive
Officer went forwerd to Cassino’ as observers on 23rd, returning on the 24th.
On the 25th, five (5) officers end forty eight enlisted men were transferred

" %0 PsCe #6, per 88th Division, Special Orders No. 36 as part of the program
to eliminate all persomnel above T.0. The balence of thirty-four (34) en-
1isted men transferred to division on the following day, per Specail Orders
No. 3/e On the 27th toere was & meeting with the Commnding General, Divi-
sion Artillery, for a werming order as a (reliminsry to a move forward on
the following Friday. On the 26th at 0915 kours, Commending Officer and
8«3 went forward to reconmoiter - 0930, Division Artillery celled to cancel
the prospective move. As of the 29tk of this month, the battelion is fully
equipped and mentally prepered for combat. It is the hope of ell personnel
that enemy contact will be mede during the month to follow.
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