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SULJECT: Bettalion History for the lonth of May

TO ¢ Commanding General,
83th Infantry Division,
A.PO 88. U. S. Arm.-

May 1944 has been the month in which this battalion has been put to
its real test as a tactical unit. Having spent the last two months fire
ing in their secondary mission and gaining battle experience, this
battelion was ready for the missions assigned to it at the outset of the
resent sampaign,

On the lst of Lay, Captain Wallace L., Clement was relieved of.his
essignkent as commander of Company A, and announced as Battalion Exes .
cutive officer. 1lst Lieutenant James T+ Webster assumed commend of Compeny
Aes During the first sewen days of the month the tank destroyer companies
vere firing secondery missions. During this period tie battalion suffered
only one casualty; Private Dentura S Montano, Company C, was lightly
wounded in action and was awarded the Iurple Heart. On 6th May lst Lieute %?
enant Rotert L. Boyce, Jr., was transferred to Personnel Center Number 6 :
for trans-shijment to the United States under the rotation policys On the
Tth lay, Company C sent an advance detail into the Minturno Sector to pre~
pere gun yositions for their jrimsry pdssion. During the period of 1 May
to 11 lay, tlie Geconnaissance Company was supporting infantry operations -
vith 3lmm (liglL:it) mortar fires. On the,7th May the Battalion Forward CP )
noved into an aree across the Gamrigliano River, the Battalion Rear CP
moving into the vicinity of Cellolee. On Sth May companies A end C moved
into forward positions and remained in readiness to perform their rimary
missions. All companies were in a state of readiness during the 9th and
10th lay. :
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At 2500 hours, 1lth lLay, this battalion took part in the beginning of
this great offensive to join the beach head forces and drive to Rome.
Company A gave dircct support to the attack of the 345th Infantry Regiment
and 753rd Tankh Battaelibn. Company B tookh part in the offensive by per=
forrin; their secondary mission, firing a total of 1879 rounds in one day.
Company C gave direct support to the attack of the 351st Infantry Regiment.
Reconnaissance Con any attached one pletoon to Compeny A, one platoon to
Company I while a third platoon supported the attack of the 350th Infantry
Regiment with morter fire. On the 12tk and 13th Companies 4, C and Recon-
ncissance continued their supporting operationse. Company A irepered to
occupy Mount Bracchi for direct fire on Spigno. During this movement one gk/c
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M-10 bit a teller mine and was ous of action for 6 hours. Company B,

while moving into a new position to perform their secondary mission had

one M-10 put out of action for 24 hours, also as a result of hitting a mines
Company C supported Tank and infantry operations with direct fire on enemy
positions in Sente Maria Infente. Reconnaissance Compeny during this periocd
was used to act as outposts and clear enemy mine fields in newly occupied
ereas. While performing this mission one l~8 was damaged by shell fire

and immediately replaced by a new one. On 12th kay, Captain Theodore Le.
Urbas was relieved as Battalion S=4 and replaced by lst Lieutenant William
N, Weaver. 2nd Lieutenant Willard k. lockhard was relieved of his duties
from Company ¢ and announced Commnications Officer to replace Lieutenant
Weaver. Reclassification proceedings were initiated on Captain Urbas.

On the l4th May, Compenies A and C overwatched infentry and tank attacks
on Spigno and Castellonorato respectively. Com,eny B fired nmo missions on
this date, but captured one german jprisoner who was immediately turned
over to the Division PW enclosure. Reconnsissance Company reconnoitered
forward. Company C, on this date, hed one man, FPrivate First Class Alfred
C. Widner, killed in action and 2nd lieutenant John W. Kauth, First Ser-
geent Walter T. Jennings and Sergeant Stamley E. Bachauz, wounded in action
as a result of shell @ire. On 15th lay all compenies pressed reconnaissance
forward but fired po missions. On 16th May, Bettalion Forward CF moved to
Spigno and Cattalion Rear CP and Headquarters Compeny moved into an area
in the vicinity of Rossi. 4All tank destroyer companies remained in assembly
areas aweiting further orders. Reconnaissance Company went forwerd to
maintain contact with advance infantry elements. On the 17th May, the tenk
destroyer companies remasined inactive and Recomnaissance was attached to
85th Division for operations only, and established a CF at Scuari. On the
20th all tenk destroyer compenies and Reconnaissance moved into new assembly
areas. Battalion Resr CP end Headquarters Company moved into the vicinity
of Castellonorato. On the 21st lay, all units of the battelion moved into
areas in the vicinity of Fondi. From the 23rd to the 2%th May, reconnais-
sance company patrolled the beack from Terracina to Sperango undér II Corps
control. On the 26th lay, all tank destroyer companies end Forward CP
moved into new assembly areas in the vicinity of Terracina. Fattalion
Rear CP and l'eadquarters Company moved into the vicinity of honte San
Biagio. On the 27th Lay all tank destroyer companies moved into combat
bositions in the vicinity of Piperno. Company A hed two men wounded in actionj
Sergeant Leon O. White and Tec 5 Carrol L. Fink., 2nd lieutenant Jacob
Schnell, attached to compeny E, wa: lightly wounded in action. Sergeant
George V. Danielson was seriously wounded in action. Company A4 was supporte
ing tank and infentry operations while Company C supported tank operetions
beyond Roccagorga. 4t the end of the day Company C had one platoon in the
vicinity of Maenza, two platoons beiween haenza and Roccagorgia covering
the road net from Carpineto. Compenies 4 and B were moderstely shelled. -
Company C was heavily shelled and suffered tiiree light casualties, two of
which remained on duty and one was sent to the clearing station. BDBattelion
Rear CP and Feadquarters Company moved into the vicinity of Stez. Priverno.
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On the 2tttk lay, Compeny C overwatched the Frencu errored esttech up the
velley toward Carpinetc. 4Also on tkis date, Staff Sergeent Carl L. Rullock,
Staff Sergeant Cdella We Corey and Privete lodis A, Sorenson were transe
forred to Personnel Center Mumber 6 for trans-shimrent to the Urited States
under the rotaticn policye. Sergeant Stanley E. Eachauz wes awarded the
Purple Ieart and Privats Joseph F. Glester was cited in 88tk Division G0,
for exemplary behavious under fire,

As of 31 lay the sccummlative totals exrended in tattle a«re as follows:

3* ammunition 26,373 rounds
8lmm(light) mortar 54027

2 M=10's lost bty enemy action

1 M-8 lest by enemy ection

1l 1/4-ton jeep lost by land mine.
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SIDNEY ‘N..EFSfEIN,
Captein, Infantry,
MJut&nt .




