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SECTION I. SUIDIARY OF DAILY OPERATIONS AND ACTION.

l, 1 December 1944, Cn 1 December 1944 Battalion was relieved of attach-
ment to 20th Division Artillery, Battalion reverted to battaliomn control with R
mission of AMczd defense and commenced relieving €10tk TD Battalion on line.
Prior to being relieved of attachment to 80th Division Artillery fired 331 rounds ~
EE indirect fire on 10 missions.

2¢ 2 = 3 December 1944. Completed relief of 610th Ty Bn, providing AMczd
defense in 80th Division sectore. Captured 9 prisoners during periods

3¢ 4 December 1944, On 4 December 1944 the battalion supported an attack
of the 318th Tnfantry to seize the high ground N and E of PFARRERSVILLER. 4he
night of 3 = 4 December 16 3" guns from A and B “ompanies were put in position )*’
on the high ground W and SN of PFARRERSVILLER with the help of 1lizht tanks of the
7024 Tk Bne 12 Cal «50 MG's from B and C companies were also dug in to deliver
supporting fires. The battalion and each company established OPts srd a forward
observer team from each A and Z Companies, equipped with SCR 610 radio, was attached
to the ettacking infantry. [Iires were scheduled and coordinated by the 314th FA
Bn, the D/S Bne Overlay of concentrations issued by Division Artillery wes used
by 'all units to designate tarzets end locations. A 1l6-rnirute preparation was fired
(direat fire) from H-15 to H Hour by the 3" gune and a 30-minute preparation from
H-16 to HF15 by the 50's, Thereafter targets of opportunity were fired on call, Re=
questg for fire were radioed from OP's and observers to a forward CP and cleared
immedistely by telephorne (direct line) with the Arty. 1In one instance approxi-
mately 25 Germans were observed retreating over a hill, Our guns could not fire on
the target end our observer ocalled for and adjusted Arty fire with excellent results.
Informaetion as to the progress of the attack and edvanced elements wes forwarded
immediately to the Arty which relayed it to CT end Division Headquarters, Because
of our communications such informetion reached the Division CT considerably ahead
of reports from their own units. A total of 897 rounds HE and 55 rounds APC, and
4500 rounds of Cal .50 were f{ired, L#'/

4 5 ~ 6 December 1944, (Companies provided AMozd defense in Division sector,
one cdmpany in suppart of each (T3 RA" Co with 318th, "B"™ Co with 319th, and

nc® Ccq with 317th, Captured 2 prisoners. - .ﬁEf
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5¢ 7 « 16 December 1944. On 7 December 1844 the battalion was rcleased from

its mission of AT defense and ordered into rest crea, each company being quartered
with a CT3 "A" Co at MERLBACH with 319th, "B™ Co at NIEDERHOMBURG with 313th, and
"C" Co at ST AVOLD with 317the ‘he Battalion CP remained at 3T AVOLD. It was the

first time the battalion had been off the line and out of ocontact with the enemy for
72 days. The poriod was devoted to rest, ‘rehabilitation of persornsl, and main-
tenance of weapons and equipment, All MG's and small arms in the battalion were
test-fired and training in assmult of a fortified erea was oconducted with the (T'se.
On 11 December one section of A Company took up AMczd positions to protect an ex~-
posed position wvioc MERLBACH. A different section alternated on the positions each

daye On 11 and 12 December "(C" Company test-fired the SHELL, ILLUMINATING, 3"

MK 24, NAVY(MOD 1),

6o 17 = 23 Decemberl944, On 17 December the 80th Division issued orders for

the Div and attached units to march to assembly area vic BINNING prepared to take
up positions on South flank of 3d Armyes The companies marched with the (T's, the
CP and Hq Co with Div Hgqse "C" Co closed in area on 17 December remainder of Bn
on 18 December. Distance from ST AVOLD to BINNING, 39 miles, "A"™ and "B" Companies
reconnoitered ercas and "A" Company occupied AMczd positions on 19 December. Div
issued orders for Div and atteched units to move North in vic LUXEMBOURG. Again the
companies marched with CT's, CP and Hq Company with Div Hqs. Left evening of 1S9th,
arriving morning of 20 December, a distance of 119 miles. Both marches were mada
without incident. On the 20th compenies ocoupied AT positions in accordance with
Reserve Battle FPosition Plan of Division, On the 21st on VOCG XII Corps battalion
relieved of attachment to 80th Division and attached to 5th Infantry Division and
5th Division Artillery: "A" Company in support 2d Inf Regt in mobile recorve, "B"

Company in support 1lth Inf Regt, "C" Co attached 10th Inf Regt which was attached
to 4th Inf Divs All compenies ocoupied AMczd positions in Regimental sectors,

1st RKon attached to "B" Co and 2d Ron attached "C" Co. 10th Inf attacked supported

by "c" Company.

7. 24 = 31 December 1544, On order of XII Corps battalion (less Co C)
relieved of attachmenmt 5th Inf Div and attached to 24 Cav Gp (Task Force Reed) with
mission of protecting right flank of Corps along MOSELLE RIVER betweeon KONTZ and
WASSERBILLIG (approxe)e "C" Co remained attached to 5th Inf Div. "A" and "B" Com=
panies assigned sestors of defense in sectors of 2d and 42d Cav Sqdn respectively.

Positions reconnoitered and positions occupied on 2% December, one Plat of each
company taking up indirect positions under fire control responsibility of 276th
Armored FA Bn initially, Alternate positions were reconnoitered and dug with help
of engineers bulldozers, each company preparing, at least two alternste positions

per Plat per gune. 1lst Ron Plat, attached to "B"™ Co operated armored parachute
troop patrol; 2d Ren Plat attached to "A" Co, manning OP's and providing security.

On 29 December, "C" Co relieved of attachment to 5th Inf Div and returned to Bn
control, With the 5th Div it had provided AMczd defense within Div sector. Om
return to En "C" Co occupied insirect fire positions under fire control responsi=
bility of 266th FA Bn, which relieved 276th FA Bne. ' Reserve Plat of "A" Co released
from indirect fire mission. "B" Co reserve Plat remsined in indirect fire position,
During period a total of 508 rounds HE were fired on 7 registrations and 14 missions,
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SEC.ION II. INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS, USE OF SECTIONS, ETC,.

le On 2 December 1944 inforration was desired on the road net, wooded area,
and possible tenk barriers dNorth end Northeast of ST AVOLD. At this time the left
flank of the Division wa very much exposed with little AMczd defense in this area.
1st Ren Plat was assignod the mission to reconnoiter this area. leconnaissance was
completed by 1300 hours. No barriers were found in that areas

2., On 4 December 1944 enemy tanks '.ore reported to bLe in the area mentioned
above. Both Ren Plats were sent into this area to 3stablish obeervation posts
and contact the units of the 2d Cav Gp and Ranger Battalion on our left. Plats
reported negative information on the tanks and found no evidence of tanks heing in
the area. xor the next two days units from both RZen Plats kept close liaison with
the units on sur left. Reports wers given daily to the S=2 by 1800 hourse.

3. From T December to 21 December both Plats were inactive and stayed with
the rear echelon of the battalion.

4. On 21 December 1944 1lst Rcn Plat was assigned the mission to make a
route reconnaissance of the road running west and Southwest Srom LUXEIBOURG
for a radius of 5 miles.s 2d Rcn Plat had the same mission, only to the East
and southeast. XReports were turned in by 1500 hours. 1st Plat was then attached
to "B" Gompany, 2d Plat attached to "(" Company.

S« On the night of 23 December 1lst Rcn Plat was assigned the mission to
run an armored patrol over the network of roads around JUNGIDISTER:. It hac tezn

s et

reported that para-troopers vwere dropped in that area. Patrol ceased after 0600
hours ¢4 December,

6e On 24 December 1944 1st Ren returned to "B" Co which had moved to the
vicinity of DALHEIM, and set up a para-trooper warring system in that area,
working with "C" Iroop of the 42ad Jav, Sq, !czde 1lst Plaet continued on this
mission until the end of this period. The 2d Hen Plat was reldsved fron ettach=-
ment with "C" Co and attablied to A" Co. Flat esteblished observetion posts and

added to. AMczd defense by digging in M=8's. Plat on same mission et end of
period.

INSTRUCTIONS AND DEMONSTRATIONS

During the rest period at ST AVOLD the S~2 plus pereonnel fror the lst Rcn
Plet gave instructions and demonstrations to gun companies ocn the use of ex=-
rlosive to aid in the digging of fox holes and gun positions. Expoeriments
showed the explosive to be very useful end conld te used when the situation

vernittad, -

MAPS *OR PERICD

There vias an armple supply of all types of maps of the area South of
I1UElBOURG. 'hen the battalion moved to LUXEMBOURG 1:100,000 maps were all that
were available, One week after arriving here 1:25,000 and 1:50,000 maps were
aveilable. The 1:25,000 maps were impossible to put together eccuratsly. 1310,500
uncontrolled mosaic of the INOSELLE R was issued, reaching from WASSERBILLEG to L#C:
RUSTROFF .
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CCDi.S FOR THE FmRIOD

While working with the 80th Div the Div map code and geographical code were
w/hen relieved from 80th Div, S-2 bection made its owr zeograrhicel code.

SOURCES CF INFQLIAATTCN FOR rERICD

) Division G-2 reports.

) Corps G=2 reportse

) Division Zrgineers.

J fecomaissance Flatoons.
) Gun Companies.

SECTION TII. LOGISTICS,VSUPPLY PROCEDURE, PROBLENS.

1. Logfsticso

a. Ammunition expended fron . December to 31 December inclusive:
3" H.E. ‘ 1,361 rounds
3" 1i.E. (geduced charge) 37 "
3" Illuminating 1"
3" APC 56 "
+50 Cal, _.G. 17,626 "
«30 Cal. MG, 20,250 "
«30 Cal Rifle k344 "
»45 Cal, Ball 12,500 "
TNT 200 1lbsx
Caps, Blasting, #8 100
Primer cord 300
ruze, Bickford 50 ft.
" be Gasoline expended during the period; 18,730 gallons.
Ce Ra%ioné consumed during the period;
"0 in 1" 6,400 3T%
ngh 17,030 73%
1 Reserve "(C" 940 121%
1 Reserve "10 in 1" 0 0%
de Vehicles and primary weapons replaced during period: Nonee.
e. Total numver of socks turned in for washing and return: 5520 pair.
2« Procudure,
General.

e

(1) Battalion S=4 remained a member of the forward CsP.

(2) Company Supply Sergeants worked in Rear Echelon with Battalion
Supply making frequenit yigits to companiese
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(2) The communicatiors officer controlled all itmes of signal equip-
ment requisitioneds Companies requested suvnolies from him. Fe
consclidatsd end worked with battalion sunply crew in procurenent
and distribution.

(4, Suwvly proolems, “attalion Supply Points, chanzes ir polisy, or
new supply requirements were sent to the companies on administra-
tive messages.

Class I.

(1) Battalion Supply continued to request retions fror Division
Juertermaster, when attached to e Division, cr from Army Cless I
Supply Point wher not attached, using the strength cf companies
reported on Morning Reports.

(2, Battalion Supply drew rations from Division or Army Class I
Supply Point and delivered them to the companies at the
Dattelion Rear =chelons

(3) On Christmas Day a full "B® ration, with turkey, was fed to tho
- battalion.

(4) A weekly P.X. ration was picked up each Sunday based on a request
submitted to Division Class I on ‘hursday of each week, After
detachment from Division this report was submitted on Friday of
each week to Army Class I Supply Pointe

Class TT.

(1) Battalion Supply accepted informel requisitions from companies.
Company Supply Sergeants kept a reeord of individuals or of
platoons, to whch requisitioned itms should be sent upon re-
ceipte

(2) Battalion edited, consolidated, and forwarded requisitions and
in event itms were not received on initial request, back-ordered
for the companies,

(3) "hile the battalion was in & rest period, each man's clothing
and equipment was checked and shortages requisitioned with the
result that every man, with few exceptions, is now completely
clothed end equipped.

(4) During this period a complete issue of "high=neck seaters was
. made in the battalion,” 700 early in the pericd, the balance
later.,

Class ITI.

(1) Daily Reports of gasoline on hand were made to Division G-4
while the organization was attached. When one comveny moved 4 g
separetely from the battelion, the Regimental S=4 of the
supported unit furnished the compeny with gasoline. In all
other cases, can for can exchange was ocarried out within the
battalion,




e. Class IV.
(1) Demolitions were recuisitioned and received fop :se during rest
period on demonstretions showning how to dig gun positions
quickly uséng TNT and ‘rimer Cord,

fe Class Vs

(1) Basic ammunition load was maintained at all times. Heaguarters
Company personnel end vehicles maintcined the Trein Supply and
each line company drew the required amount from the Battalion
Reserve in 1 j=ter trucks. Where it seemod feasible to send
armunition forward to the companies, this was accomplishede.

ge Miscellaneous?
(1) Motor vehicular maintenance.

(a) Thousand and six-thousand-mile checks were performed as
normal when in a static situatiorn; when ir movement they
were completed at t'irst opportunitye. During the rest
period all prime movers were pulled in and given e thorough
checke

(b) Company motor majintenance crews travelled with the companies
throughout the period,

(c) A mechenic from Battelion Maintenance was kept with the
forward CP to keep constent check on the CP vehicles. Any
mechanical deficiencies he could not repair were sent to the
rear echelon.

(2) Evecustion.

(a) Vehicular evacuation was handled by the Battalion wrecker
crew when Company Maintenance could nct evacuate,

(b) Deceased were evacuated through combat teams which urnits
were suprortinge.

(c) Prisoners were evacuated to combat team P.%. enclosures.

(3) Duffle bags were moved forwverd as required to make them easily
eccessible to troops. Yuffle bags of men killed in action were
inventoried and personsl effects forwarded to Q.}. Effects.

(4) Upon receipt of instructions from Thfrd TeSe Army the men in this
battalion were required to carry the following items of (IS equip~
ment when movirg forwerd of Division kear Boundary line:

ea M sk, gas
ea Covers, protective
ea Tube, ointment, protective
ea Tube, BAL, eve ointrent
e2 Eyeshields
ea Detector, sleeve..
-6 -  SECREI
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3e¢ Suoply problems.

a8« Line compenies were hanuered in preparation of "10 in 1" ration by

shortage of L7 OQutfit, cooking, 1 burner in battalion.

be Followinz shortages at ths close of thi- period demonstrate the extreme
care which the Maintcnance Pletoon had to exercise in order to "keep tem rolling",

IT LM SHORT
€00 x 16 tires 24
600 x 16 Tubes 8
825 x 20 Tube 2
Acid Core solder 10 1b
Hot Patches . 1,000
Cold Fatches 500
Half=-track, winch cable 12
Seal 3eam Units, ,=ton 6
Seal Bean Units, 23-=ten 6
Hose, f/2=ton (radiator) 13 ft.
Charcer, battery, 2¢ Screlon Sot # 2 1

' SECTION IV. PHRSOVNEL AND ALLIED ADMINISTRATION (S=1)

1, Replacements.

as. [uring the period of this report the Battalion has drewn a total of
three replacemtrs and twenty-six men returned to duty from hospital,

be. The battaiion has had one (1) man killed, seven (7) men wounded, forty
(40) sick in hospital, end lost thirty~five men to the infantry (5% of T/0 strengkh)

ce As of 31 December 1944 the Battalion was fifty-three (53) men under T/O
strengthes Illequisitions for these men have been turned in to XII Corps,

2, 3pecial Pervicee

as From 7 December 1944 to 17 December 1944 the Battalion was ordered
_into a rest period with the 3Uth Infantry Divicion in the viecinity of ST AVOLD,
FRANCEy ODuring this period all the men were given bathing facilities, shown
motion pictures, reed and wrote letters,

b. During the month the Battalion sent nine (9) enlisted men and one (1)
officer on forty-eight hour passes tom:aris, while attached to 80th Infantry
Zivision, and thirtveen (13, enlisted men aad two (2) officers to Nancy, ~rance,
on four-day passes, allotted through the 2d Cevalry Group, to which the “attalion
"has bsen attached since 24 Cecember 1944,

¢e On 12 December 1944 one Red Cross Clubmobile, "Memphis", visited

the battalion for one day. Each company wes allotted a portion of the time avail-

able. P
£ o)

3s ledalse During the month sixty-four (€4) recommendations for the 3Bronze

Star Medal were submitted to higher headauarters, of which three (3) were for

heroic service, and sixty-one for meritorious service. One enlisted man of those

-7-
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submivted or heroic service was owarded the 3oldier's lledal iwztead of the
Bronce star. Jix enlis.zd men were awarded the Zron:e Star for heroic servics,
end *orty oftficerc and enlisted men were awarded the pronze star for meritorious
3ervice d ring the Zeriod.

4. Graves fezistration. Ien killed continued to be evacuated through thre
comret teams to which attached.

5o Personnel Administrations The Pérsonnel Section continued to operate
with 80t Infantry TDivision rear schelon until the “attalion was relieved from
ettachment thereto, <Jince that date the Personnel section has opereted with
the 3attalion's own reer echelon.

SECTION Ve COMHENTS, OBSERVATIONS, AND RECOM:-ENDATTONS,

1, Aiming Data Chart., The Aiming Data Chart showing sight dkagram
end range lines for APC, HE, and HVAP vwere pasted on the shields or all guns
and coated with chellace The paper could not be mede entirely imperviouvs to
weather and the shield was usually covered with mude. "Accordingly we painted
e abbreviated scasle on the left side of ths mantlet with white letters, 1%
inch in size, thus:

arc EE v
8 9 13
1€ 18 23

By interpolation the gunner can readily approzimate the othor ranges. The
chart has been pasted in the zun chest.

2. 3hell, Illuminating, 3", Mk 24, Navy (Mode. 1)s On 11 and 12 Dec=
amber the Jattalion testfired the llluminating shell. The test coxnfirmed
all information we had received on the Shell, The following comments may
be of interest: :

- do The fuze may be set with the fuze wrench for the CPT105 fuze
or hand fuze setter for the 105 M\ How (Setter, fuze, hand machanical, M17).

be The wind affects the descent of the flare materially (blowing it
as far as 300 yerddjs. Accordingly, allowance should be made therefore.

ce It is diffiocult to obtain bursts cleser that 1000 yards to the
Zunes In all cases where ranges less than 1000 yards were used, the burst and
area of illumination still appeared to be approximately 1000 yards.

de Most effective area of illumination appears to be about §00 yards
in disameter.

0, Period of effective illumination;y 20 to 30 seconds.

fe Best illumination 1is obtained from bursts at 1100Ato 1500 fest,
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3, On occasionc wo have obtained eassistancc in putting guns in rosition
froi the Tank Sattalion attached to the Divicion, Light tanks will successfully
negetiat ¢ muddy and difficult terrain towing a 3" zun, makicg otherwise inac-
cessiole positions available,

4s Recontly in a stabilized situation covering e broad front we have
hegen able to employ engineer bulldozers to essist in digging gun positions.
At leact two alternate positions have been prepared for eech zun of each
Pltan.

5, Basic amrunition loads have been changed so that S=4 carries 400
additional rounds HE in trair and each helf=-track carries an additional 18
rounds Hie

1/{—<P "'.'.4;/ -

ROBERT C. MCLDONALL, JR.
Lt. Colonel, Fo.A.
T Cormanding
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