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APO 403, US Ammy

1 Mareh 1945
SUBJPCTs After Action ileports FROMs Ol February 1945
Against the inemy T : 28 February 1945

™ t The Adjutant General, Washington, I, C,

SECTION I = SUAQARY OF DATLY OPFRATIONS AND ACTION,
SHCTTON II - INTELLIGENCE OPF-ATIONS, USE OF SECTIONS, EIC,
SECTION TIT = IOGISTICS, SUP'LY PROCEDURE, PROBLEMS.

SECTION IV « PSPSONNEL AND ALLIED ADNINISTRATION,

SFCTTON V= COWNTS, OBSE VATIONG, AND RECOMMEND: TIONS,

SECTI(N I, SUMVMARY OF DATIY OPVRATIONS AND ACYTION,

l, 1 -~ 6 February 1945. During this period the Battalion continued
attached to TF REED, (2d Cavalry Group, Reinforeed) protesting the right flank
of the YII Corps along the MOSTILE RIVFR between YACSERBIILIG and XONTZ, "A"
Company continued in support of the 2d Cavalry Squadron (CT COSTELIO) and "B
Company continued in support of the 42d Cavalry Squadron (CT HAHGISS), eash
company providing AMcsd defenss with two platoons and with the 34 (reserve)
rlatoon in the roll of reinforcing esrtillery. "C" Company wes employed as
reinforcing artillery in its entirety., DNuring this peried plans wers completed
for the conversion of the Battalion from a towed to a self-propelled unit with
¥=36 Tank Destroyers,

. The indirect fire deliverod during the period was principally herassing
and interdictory fire, However, on 6 February the Battalion supported the
attack of the XII Corps to the North by fire, delivering 997 rownds HE NC on
19 missions, During the period a total of 1559 rounds !!%i NC was fired en L6
missions and 13 registrations, and a total of 259 rounds HE HC was fired om
6 missions and 14 registrations. Also 10 rounds Shell, illuminating were fired,

On 4 February the 9th TD Croup (CT DARLING) took over the sector of CT
Ha,.GISS and :econnaissance Company was attached. It opersted armored and foot
patrols slong the MOSFILE TV It and operated OP's and ¥C positiaons.

2, 7 = 2] February 1945. On 7 February the first four M=36's were re-
ceived from {rdnance, woere issued to "B" Company, und aseigned to the 2d !latoom.
in the 8th eight additional ''-36's were received from Ordnance and were issued
to "B" Com.any. (n the Gth "B" Company's 2d ilatoon was relieved from attaech~
ment to TF FFI and attached to the 76th Infantry Nivision., The platoon test
fired its 90rm guns and Cal .50 YO'" and marched to an assembly ar=s vic DICK~
“TIL“R. n the 1lth the lst !latoon was relieved of attachment to TF "HED and
attached to the 5th Infantry DMivision ind by the 5th "ivision to the 803d T
Rattalion, The Jlatoon test—fired its 50 Cal, YG's and 9Omm's and marched to an
assembly area vic (1:928355). On the 1lth the 3d Platoon of "B" Company merched
to an assembly area near NICKXEILZ’, and "B" Company, less the 1lst Flatoon,
{attached to the 5th Infantry Division), was attached to the 76th Infantry
Division and rlaced in direct support of the 4L17th Infantry Regiment.

‘The mission of "bB" Company was to support the assault of the 417th Infan-
try on the fortifications on the North side of the SAU:k KIVER, L
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Tqitially the attachment was conditioned by the understanding that no
platuens would cross the ~A1" Y KIV - until they had, in the Judgment of the
company commander, trained sui'ficliently to justify the commitment. Training
was accomplished by maneuvering into ositicns and supporting the assault of
the infantry on pill boxes across the river., un 13 “ebruary the lst and 2d
I'latoons were committed across the river and on the 15th the 3d Ilatoon crossed,
{n the 1l6th Februsry the lst i'latoon was relieved of attachment to the 5th
Infantry T“ivision and returned to the campany. The company was then employed
with one 1latoon suppoiting each battalion of the 417th until 16 February when
the 385th Infantry relieved the 417th, "L'" Company then went into direct
support of the 385th,

Murine this period "B" Company supported the infantry by firing on forti-
ficationa, CI''s, perscnnel and /T guns. The effect of the fire in all instances
was good and the infantry was assisted materially in taking their objectives
by this fire., The fire c¢n the pill boxes was closely coordinaied with the
infantry and w~as particul-.rly effective. In some instances the pill boxss were
80 effectively neutralized that the infantry took the boxes without reoceiving
a round of enemy fire, During the period a total of 54 pill boxes and L OF's
were neutralized, 3 /T guns were destroyed, and 15 enemy estimated killed with
an expenditure of 501 rounds 4: (21 with fuze CP T105) and 340 rounds AFC.

. ' On 15 February one “'=36 of the 2d Flatoon was withdrawing from a position
from which it had fired on pill boxes and struck a mine, disabling the destreyer
but no casualties resulted. The destroysr was evacuated but declared a combat
loss. The area had been swept by engineers but the mine was a wooden box type
and the mine sweepers did not respond to it. The extent of the damage to the
destroyer and the size of the crater indicate that two mines did the damage.

Cn 18 February the 2d Pl«toon, 69lst T) bn, was attached to "B" Co and
occupied fMczd positions vie “I'NVIN,

Turing this period the remainder of the battalion remained attached to
TF P7FD. On 9 February when the 2d I'latoon of "B" Company came off line and
received ''-36's, the 2d Ren I'latoon took over the operation of the 3" guns
in pluce and manned them for two days, the 7th and 8th, On the 9th the 3d
Platoon of "C" Compay tcok over these positions and ocoupled them wntil the
14th when the guns were pulled out entirely. “C" Company at the same time |
continued to operate 12 guns in indirect fire positions. "A" Company sontinued
to occupy Alczd positions with two platoons and indirect positions with ome.
During the period the battalion expended 441l rounds 3" HE NC and 4 rownds
3" HE RC indirect on 10 missions and 6 registrations. In addition 7 rounds eof
“hell, illuminating 'k 24, Nuvy "od. 1 were fired on the call of the Cavalry,
The results were good and in two instances CP's were able to observe enemy ae-
tivity in the light. On the 7th and again on the 10th and 1lith tanks were ob-
served in the 94Lth Nivision area across the NOSELLE RIVER, They were at extreme
ranges but were fired on and dispersed; the amount of damage inflicted is net
knom, Also an enemy VG was destroyed in that area. Simty-eix roumds 3" APC
and 15 rounds H!. direct were fired.

On 11 February "C" Company received ome 1~36 and on the 12th "A" Company
received ocne. The companies started a program of intensive 'raining with the
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nestroyers. (n li February "U" Ccmpany received 5 V=36's and the entire company
was relieved on line to train. The company was held in reserve and all 3" guns
laid on normal barrage prepared to be manned on call,

On the 19th the 10th /rmored livision and 94th Infantry Division of the XX
Corps attncked to the North on the -ast side of the Wi kEl|i. hIVi, "C" Company
occupied positions in vic of “HNSN = (b K ORVZLDANG: to support the attack and to
support TF " %D in containing " INCH HINGIN, "C" Company dostroysd one artillery
piece with 6 rounds H- and 6 rounds »}C,

3., 22 - 28 "ebiuary 1945. Cn 22 February the vattalion was relieved of
attachment to (F =D and attached to the 76th Infantry Nivision. "A" C
was placed in division reserve, remaining in FLAY EIL''”, and eontinuwed training.
"B" Company continued in support of the 385th and "C" Company was attached
initially to the 304th Infantry. On 22 February the -attalion CF and heconnalissanse
Company moved to CHT-KNACH., On the 21st "C" Company received 5 \=36's and on the
22d another one, bringing thes to full strength., “A" Company received 6 on the
22d, 2 on the 24th, 2 on the 26th, making a total of 11.

On the 24th “C" Company moved across the SAU. HIV... agsembling vic FiRiCH-
"%ILFR and the 2d Platoon, "B" Company, 69let TD Bn was relieved attachment to
"B" Company. On the same day the lst -cn |latoon was attached to "B' Company,
the 3d "ien Platoon to "C" Company. On the 26th the 2d ken llatoon was attached
to "A" Company, and the company crossed the SAU-R iIV-k, assembling vie NIEN 4n
direct support of the AL1l7th Infantry. On the same day "C" Company was relieved of
attachment 304th Tnfantry and placed in direct support.

The mission of all companies during this period was to provide AMcsd defense
and to support the advance of the infantry by fire as needed, particularly in the
reduction of pill boxmss, The companies zave close support in this respect, and
during the period & total of 495 romds H% and 491 rounds APC were expended (16
rounds of the HE with CF T105) en pill boxss, OP's, dug-outs, and other strong
points and enemy personnel, DNestroyer crews also fired their Cal .50 VG's at
enemy personnel on several occasions. The known damage inflieted during this
pericd is as follows: 7 !nemy killed, 1 NEBELYERFFR destroyed, 100 pill boxes
neutralised, 13 OP's destroyed, 10 dug—outs destroyed, and & VG's destroyed.

In addition 19 Ii's were captured and at least 149 taken by the infantry as a
direct and immediate result of our fire,

One ¥'=36 was estroyed dwring this period on 27 February when it was hit by
an ‘T gun. The pl toon leader and one man were killed and four men seriously
wounded. The destroyer was put into position on a ridge over-looking the town of
GILZEM to fire into the town., It fired three rounds before it was lnoeked out.
It 49 believed that either the first or second rownd of enemy fire hit the dees~
troyer, which immediately burned. In all the destroyer was hit five times, eme
round going through driver's sampartasnt, ome through the assistant driver's
compartaent, and three hitting the twbe of the gun,

II. INTELLIGENCE AND OPERATIONS AND USE OF SECTIONS.
1. At the beginning of the period there was no change in the disposition

of the Resonnaissance platoems. 1st Platoon was attached to "B" Company; 24
Plateon was attashed to "A" Company. 4'
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From lst February to 4th February both platoons operated CF's for their
respective companies.

On 5 February the 'econnaissance Company CF opened in DALHLIM and both
platecns reverted to its control. The lst ilatoon operated mounted and dis-
wmounted patrol in the vic of DALREIN, the 2d Reconnaissance Flatoon was held

in reserve.

7 Pebruary, 2d Platecn was attached to "B" Company. They relieved the
2d Platoon of "::® Company on the line at RENICH. One Section of the lst Flatoen
was also attached to "B" Company and established 3 VG positions on high ground
in the vio of GREIVALDANGE,

8 Pebruary 2d icn was relieved of attachment to "B" Company and returned
to Len Company.

9 February, 2d tcn relieved lst cn on the line, 1st .cn returning to
NALHEIM,

11 February to 13 February, lst iicn i'latoon operated armored security patrol
in the vie of BOUS, CANACH, and REMICH, '

13 February it was reported that inemy were in the wooas est of DALH-IM
1st ion patrolled the woods and found no cnemy. At this time the 3d icn Ilatoon
was formed and held in reserve, conducting technical training. The |} ioneer
Flatoon was also formed and conducted technical training.

li February, lst Flatoon relieved the 2d Flatoon on line. 1lst Platoon
returmned to NDALHZIM and conducted armored patroles in vic of DALH.DY,

19 February, 2d lion rlatoon relieved the lst i latoon on line. 1lst Section
of 3d Ilatoon furnished security for the 2d Cavalry Squadron's ¥=18's in vic
of EHN'N, ‘emainder of the len Company pa' rolled in the vie of LLLANG' and
"TI'RANG- for reported Germans. :eport was negative.

20 reoruary, lst iicn I'latoon relieved Troop "'A' of the 2d Cavalry at HVNiN,
outposting the town along the est bank of the VUUELL:, &Iv.a,

22 February, tcn Company Ci’ moved to CHT RNACH., 1lst Flatoon was attached
to "E" Company which at the time was fighting in the Siegfried line., This
Platoon was used to make route, area, and positior reconnaissance. If mines
were located they were removed or marked. FPlatoon operated (F's and maintained
close liaison with the infantry units with which the company was working and the
units on their right and left,

25 February, 2d ‘latoon was attached to "." Company and 3d ken attached
to "C" Company. !ioneer rlatoon still conducted technical training.

All platoons to the end of the period were used on missions assigned by
company commanders. \MNissions assigned were liaiscn with Infantry units and
route, area, and position reconnaissance, alsc operating CF's., Any mines found
were either removed or m:rked.
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8. Amxﬁition expenditures during month of :etruarys

3" H: (Normal) 3401
3" v ("aduced Charge) - 666
3" LT 2
3" Tiluminating 9
90mm ' 1038
90mm #JC aal,

b. Gasoline expended: 28,645.

¢c. Rations consumed:

Operationals:
n3t 15330 83%
"10 in 1" 26L0 TN ¢
new 620 3%
Reservae:
"10 in 1" 530 7%
ngn 9m w
wyn lt56 “%

d. Vohiélea and primary weapons destroyed during period;
2 Carriage, motor 90m M-36 -

e, Socks turned in for washing and return: 3790 pairs.

Procudure,

a2, General,

(1) During the month, while the organigation remained on line a
complete conversion from towed T/C and E to Self-Fropelled
T/C and i was mads, All new items for initial issue were
placed on requisition by Battalicn Supply. Redistribution
of squipment was made and all excess equipment was tumed in
to appropriats Services of Supply.

(2) Battalion Supply oantinued accepting informal requisitions,

oditing same, and relieving the wnits from as mmeh paper werk

as possible by keeping the company supply sergeants in the

Rear lichelon with Battaliem Supply.
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(3) Supply problems, directives, changes in policy, and require-
ments were sent to the companies on administrative messages
through commend chamnels.

Class 1.

(1) Battalion Supply requested rations from Arwmy Class I Supply
Point daily for operaticmal rations, and on Friday of eash
week for P.X. rations, wsing the strength of ccmpanies as
reperted on Merning Reports.

(2) Battalion drew rations from Army Class I Swpply Peint and
delivered them to the companies at the Rear Echelon.

(3) Three days reserve rations were maintained by picking wp any
reserve rations requested by cempenies om spesial requisition
from Army Class I Supply Point.

Class lI.

(1) Battalion sccepted infermsl requisitions from campanies. They
were eodited, cemselidated, and forwarded to Army Supply Points.
In the event items were net received om initial request Bat-
talion baskordered for the compeanises.

Class III.

(1) Wwith the eenversiom to self-prepelled a complete change was
necessary in servicing the ecmpanies with Class III items.
Three gas trucks were maintained snd gas was carried to the

cempanies by Battalion Swpply,

(2) The eil was kept in gas and oil trajlers, thus keeping every-
thing as mobile as possible,

Class IV. Nome.
Class V,

(1) Basie ammwmnition loads were maintained at all times end a
reasonabls mt in excess was held for imdireet firimg.

(2) a1 —miu.n expended was picked w by battalion and delivered
directly to the cquv C.P.'s,

(3) Mr-uiﬂumlutmphohhwdmm
delivered to cempamies.

(&) mm!'mnnWh,cmqum

as to the dispoeition teo be made of spesial type 3" asmmmitien,
sush as 1lluninating shell snd high velseity asmmition.
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(1) loter vehioular maintensnse:

(a) Compeny Maintemamce performed 1000-mile and 50-hour shesks
and Bettalien performed 6000 and 100-hour shesks. Compeny
Maintenanse remained with the ecmpany.

) Since Rescamsissmee Cempany is split, with ome Ren FPlateen
attashed t0 each line sempany, the Ren Moter Sgt went to
eash line sompemy snd ccmpleted his ehesks thers.

(a) Evasuution is handled by the cempemy to the Maintenance
Shop and by Battalion Maintemance frem the oompany to the
battalien shop. If vehicles are damaged beyond 24 Egchelen
Repair they are immediately evacuated to the supperting
Ordnance Cempany. ,

(») Sinee the Battalion had but one Recovery Vehisle this was
kept by Battaliom Maintemance so that it could assist any
of the three line ecompanies.

3. MPMI..

a. Compeny Maintenance sestioms are hindered by shortages ef Armered
Command Company Sets. Also the omly Resovery Vehisle was a T-2 for most of the
period. This vehicle was found to de of little value as it was too light and
required mere maintenance hours than were availadle.

IV. PERSONNEL AND ALLIED ADMINISTRATION.

1. Replasements.

a. the period of this repert the Battalion has dram four (4)
replacemsnts — two (2) officers and two (2) enlisted men. Twenty enlisted men
have returned te duty from the hespital,

b. The Battalion has had five (5) enlisted men and one officer killed,
five enlisted men wounded in astion, thirteen enlisted men sick in hospital, four
non=battle caswalties, and have lest forty-two enlisted men, transferred eut of the
battalion, forty of which were transferred as a result of reorganisation wader 1/0
18-25 as a self-propelled battalion.

¢, During the month the battalion sompletesd its reerganisatiom for a
self-propelled battalion wder T/0 18-25, dated 15 March 194k and as of 28 Febrwary

after having 4O enlisted men transferred eut of the battalion had exastly 7/0 en~-
listed strength but was low its autherised exsess officer stremgth of four offisers.
[ ]
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2. Special Service.

8. During the month of Fedruary all men of the Battalion were given
opportunity to see movies frequently.

b. During the month five enlisted men went on three-day passes to
Paris; ten enlisted men and ame officer went on four-day passes to the XIIX
Corps Rest Center in Naney, France; twemty enlisted mem and two officers wemt
on four-day passes to XII Corps Rest Center im EXSCH, LUXKMBOURG; and sevemiy-
five enlisted men went on two~day passes to the Task Feree Reed Rest Center in
the City of LUXFMBOURG., Quotas were received through the 24 Cavalry Orewp
(Task Force Reed) and through 76th Infantry Division, organizatiems te whieh
assigned during this period,

¢. Red Cross Clubmobile fasilities were available to each cempemy st
least once during the memth, :

3. Medals. During the monhth one rescamendatien te award the Bromse Star
for heroisa and thirdy four for meritorious service were submitted to III Corps.
Awards during the month were as follows: Two enlisted men were awarded the
Bronge Star for heroic service and twenty-four enlisted men were awarded the
bronge star for meritorious service.

h. GCreves Registration. ¥em killed snd wounded were evacuated through
squadrons of 24 c.vﬁﬁ:y' Group and through the respective scmbat teams te whieh
the units of the battalion were attashed,

5. &z&ﬂ%}_@. The Fersannel Section operated with the
Battalion's own rear ec mntil the Battalion was attashed to the 76th Infantry
Division at which time the section began operation with the Divisiem Rear Echelen.

"SECTION V., COMMENTS, OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATICNS,

1., During the period covered by this report the task of somversion of
the battalion from a towed to a self-propelled 4-36 unit was acsamplished while
the battalion continued to be on line., Immediately that the first destroyers
were received, higher headquarters committed them, The result was that came
company was committed a day and a half after receiving the destroyers. The
speed of the convereion permitted little more than a brief familiarisation by
the crews, ‘However, what would normally take months to accomplish in the states
was acoomrlished in combat in days without serious diffieculty.

For approximately one week the Battalion manned 42 guns. For two days ome
of the Rcn Flatoons was employed to man the towed guns of the 2d Platoan of
"B® Caompany. Theresafter "C" Company manned those guns as well as their om
full complement of guns. "A" Company, with one destroysr, had about ome week
and with nine, about four days, intensive training. "C" Compeny had swbstantially
the same period of training. . .

Reconnaissance Company was organised during this period, the two existing
en Platoons providing most of the cadre. Immediately on the organisatiom of
the Pioneer I'latoon, it started a program of training in mine detection and re- /(©
moval, Four mine sweeping squads have been organised in the platoon, whish will
be used to assist the gun companies,.
-9
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2. The vehicular status under the conversion is as follows:

H !D COUFANY T1 RCK m’n! t ¢
TCs WP e PIRE Totalvils TiqiNen PIAtiPToarTotals B3 COPEDITOTAL 4
8 1 kot 132U 1 i 1 T} 31 3k s
s 1d a1 21 i 2 2 22 31 3 8
: 1 1 13 2 2 3 ' AT W
s 41 N ST i 1 L il i1 3,
1 b 1 1 3 T 33 b 3 11 1611 81 At AY™:
$ 1 1 T Wl 1 i A 11 T2 32 8
$ i 1 ii 1 3 1 13 23 3 2
s 1 I WY i 1

s 11 3 1t 3 g 1 THR Y W W
3 3 1 11 % [ 12 13 3 1 ¢
3 1 1 1L 1 ' W j 11 I D WK
s 13 2 31 1T 1 1 21 T 3 1. .23
s 113 F WY i 1 1 it 1. 18
3 N At 3 u 3 i i 11 i 2.9 1

* Have actually received only one ¥-32 and ome M-31,
** Ineludes odograph, : '

Under the above set-up the TD Flatoom has cne 1/4-ton, 2 half-Aracks aad the
four destroyers. This enables the sesurity sestion to have the protestion of the

half=track armor and in addition provides two vehicles capable of carrying ammmi-
tion.

3. The final results of operations by the battalion as a towed wmit, with
respect to inown damage inflicted on the ememy and rownds expended are as fellews:

Tanks h P11l bexss 10

Other vehicles 1l Priscners 136

Arty and AT pleces § . Enemy killed 19% (Mlwm

uo's i 8 Rounds fired indirest 32,526(ME) 30 Shell)
Mortars 5 Rownds fired direst 2,352 (NE) 587(APC)
OP's 19 Total reunds expended 35,495

h. In erder to facilitate commumieations between the infantry and owr T
Platoons the infantry battalions have furnished eur platoons with SCR 300 redies and
the battalions with SCR 610 radice. IExvellent use has been made eof these fasilities.
In one instance an N-36 was moved imto position 40 neutraliss a pill bex being
assaulted by the infantry., Fog was heavy and the gawmer was wmable t¢ see his tayr-
get. hommmdﬂﬁnph“mfmumudbyﬁowmm
commander, using the SCR 300. The range was appreximately 800 yards and the third
round went into the esbraswre. Fire wms them sontinued watil 1lifted by the infemtry

a pi1l bex wntil the iafamtry advanced te withia 50 yards
1ifted by the infantry C.0, and the infantry the box
receiving a rownd of fire,

ook
S. Duriag the assault om the SIEGFHIED LINE in the visinity ef ECNTERNACK
recently the infantry asssulted 6 pild ’ were
driven off by heavy fire frem the bemes, In the afterncen they reergsnised and /I
e

tiken without reseiving s rewnd of fire in retum sad 60 prisemers were taken.
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6. On 26 Fedbruary the 2d Flateon, "B" Company, occupied positioms ontthe

West side of the FRUY RIVER overloeking the town of PRUMZERLY to support an attasck
on the tewn by the infantry across the river from the North., Fire was delivered
on the tewn until the emtire garrisom of 53 men surrendered. Three enemy swam the
river and requested that fire be 1ifted while they retumed for the remainder of
the garrisen. They retumed in s small boat, lined up the garrison at the river's
edge and sommensed ferrying them asress. Fifteen were brought asross the river in
this fashion when the infantry arrived and toek the remainder,

7. An example of the employment of mmtually supperting TD's ocourred em 13
February. One sestion of the 24 Flatoon of "B" Company ocosupied pesitions in the
vie of ECHTERNACHBRUK to fire en pill bemes., As the ¥=36 on the left started teo
fire an AT gun t0 its immediate frent cpemed wp en it. The destroyer pulled bask
behind a howse immediately but the platesm OP ocbserved the flash and spetted the
gm. The =36 on the right then toek the AT gun wnder fire Inosking it owt. While
it was firing, a sesomd AT gun opened wp en it and it withdrew, This AT gun was
then taken umder fire and knoeked out by the N~36 en the left.

8. ¥ith the ecapanies wsing a eomsideradble smownt of assmmition in close
suppert of infantry attacks on SIEGFRIED LINE pill bexss amsunition was dumped by
Battaliom Swpply as elose to pesitions as pessible. In several cases dwmps were
established within 1000 yards of fromt line. Companies or platoens sould then
speedily piek wp as mush 90mm as ne¢essary with Sesurity Halftraeks or Assmnition

9. At e period during the menth, with leng lines of cemmmisations and a
poor read network to the Rear Eshelon we foumd it advisable to keep a gas trusk
and soveral ammmition trusks loaded with 90mm at the Forward C.P. for speedy

dispeteh to companies.
" ROBRY C. MCDOMALD, JR,,

Lt, Celenel, 808 D Bm
Command ing
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