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AFTER ACTICN - COMPANY A

During the early days of December to, and including, the 1l2th,
Corpany A remained in indirect fire positions in the vicinity of Leithum,
luxe.bourge During this periad all firing wws done in conjunction wdth
16th Fa, 9th armd Div. Almost all firing was done at night, and was
harassing and interdiqiony fire, Towns, crossroads, and aress, where
enal, troops were balieved to be billited, were the urge‘ts: Results
of fire were almost entirely unobserved.

On the 1l3th Vompany A us a part of Clb, 9th ‘\mi' Div, was alerted
«nd noved to vicinity of Faymonville, 3elgium. CCB wus to support an
attack of the 2d Iafantry Uivision, mich/:gstake and prevent the eneay
froa .:lowiny three dums on the Ouer Rivar north of Yreiborn, Germany.
sompany A's snission was to take and hold crossroads, vicinity of
vreibormn, after leadinz elements had reschec their first objectives,

3efore this plan could be carried out, the 1lst platoon was ordered
w l06th Jivision Heudsusrters at St. Yith, mission unknown., The fate
or this platoon is uncert:in, for 7c word h.z been received since that
tire, concerning l:is:i:m, sction or any result.

At 03® on the 17tr the remcinder of the company was ordered to
Si, Vith, ar.iving there ut 0o00. alcost imuediately the 2d Platoon
was ordered to, and took up positions approximately 1,000 yirds east
of wi. Jith on the hish gound, to destroy eneaqy armor. During the
dar friendy artillery fell on tueir rcsition, and one ren was killed
and ttres woundede No armor being sishted, the platoon in c¢onjunction
with the 3d Platoon, which hud remcined in 3t. Vith, moved to a position
v readiness NS of Ji. Vith. 4t 1730 the coampany movad W a- bivauac
usrea one mile southeast of St. Vith where it spent the night.

In the follavinz day the corpany was ordered to a vital ci'ossroads,
345=309, 1dtn Lhe adssion of holding, alements of the 7th Armd Div
were relisved during the ecrly nours of the evening, -nd <omany A pro-

ceeded Lo Livouac 3. of Salousen, 935~875,
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On the 20th at 0600 the eompuv proceeded to vicinity of crossroads .
at 852-84,2. With the 3d Platoon occupying the high ground just to the

" east of north and south road; the 2d Flatoon took positions on the flank

in the woods just east and south of the east and west road, spproximately
one mile from Neidingen. At 1500 hours eneay infactry moving west from
Neidengen were met by se.cudtw of 3d Flatoon, the g:ns of which moved
back to the woods bordering the road. The enemy appeared in the woods at
856-850., At 1600 HE and mortar were placed on this position amd the
eneny withdrew, At this time considerable artillery and mortar fire
fell in the company position, contimuinc intermittently throughout the
nights During the night hours enemy snipers and patrols infiltrated
into the positions. i 2200 hours the reconnaissance platoon, which was
connecting the two gun platoons was approached by a German patrol, esti-
mted to be about 50-75 men. Upon being challenged the enemy renlied wWdth
small arms fire, In the ensuing fire fight, it is estimated that two-
thirds of the patrol were ldlled or wourded. At daylight ‘he follow-
ing morning a great nuaber of bazookas were discovered a-andoned, and it
became apparent tlet the enemy intended to destroy our destroyers. Two
prisoners were taken. At (300 a patrol in force overran the positions

of iwo destroyers of the 2d Platoon, but withdrew v ihout causing any
damage, due, no doubt, to the determined efforts of thLe cersonnel who
contimed to defend, although overrun. At 1000 hours heavy artillery

and zortar fire began to fall on the positions and continued all day.

" During the night tae enegy infiltrated into the positions, 2gain, wear-

in: Acerican uniforms. It has been estaclished that during this night
direct fire from anti-tank weapons brought up under cover of darkness

was directed into the cositions by an enw.m'.th bursts, lonz and short,
fram a Schrdtzer zun. At 1330 hours the eramy wos Seen ap;roaching from
Salhouser, and they were dispersed by machine sun and 7éom fire, At

1:00 hours “he company was ordered to withdraw to Sruirlisgen il possible,

vhich was accozplished witaout loss. The couwrzny went into a position
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of reacinesc =t 213=330. ot 1600 the 2d Plooon mowed Lo 2 tosition =t
¢ srossroads iL musilingen, 327-321 to repel possible epday rucr. Swring
this eatire period taz town w8 unier hexvy Tire frou an undeterzined

. : azber of tenks in tae woods at 832-812,

i . ‘e
i vo tanx attack devaloped taroush: the night, zut the positions were

constantly haressed oy sniper fire,

At 0300 on the following day the ccxpany msrched to Jevigne, 3elgzium,
arriving at 1400. Oa the morning of the 24th the 2d Platoon noved to
protect a crossroads st 875-853 where it was subjected to heavy artillery

fire, Two prisoners were taken here.

u . On the nizht of the 24th CC: retirsd to Les Saty, Delgium, and re-
m-ined in reserve until the 29th, whea 211 elements sovad to Soaal,
Ly | velgiup, still recz-4ning ir reserve, Au the months end Compeny A still
remained in a position of readiness. Thriuzhout the operstion, enexy
armor constantly reparted,fuiled to appear, and Company A, during its
contact with the enamy, fought an unnatural and difficult battle, being
in close ocontuct with enamy infamtry with little o a0 protection, and
surrounded at least twice, and in addition was confronted with almost -
continuous artillery and mortar fire.
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