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AL the begimning of the period of this report, the 813th Tank De-
stroyer Battalion (SP) was still attoched to the 79th Infantry Division,
and was in uuoport of said dividion in the RUHR in the general wvicinity
of Dinsloken and Larxloh. 4t thot Time the division and this unit were
attached to the XVI Corps, Ninth U.S. Arny.

Follollng is a llst of the Battalion Staff. Yhere was no change in
” il e meeel’ 2400 hrs, 30 April 1945,
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SUBJECT: éction against bnemy, Heports after/sction Reuort

TO : Washington, D.C. (Thru Channels).

Adjutent Genersl,

Foroword:

t Lt, JOSEPH P. FASONH.
apt. RICHARD I. JOHNSON
Capte DOWALD E. LARIKCRE
Capt. SULLER STEVLISOL

OMMITTEE.../ 7%7

On 1 April 5, the Battalion CP and ils companies were located
as followss _

L aprll 45

Bn CP .....Marxloh (326235)

Bn Kr .....Dinslokeh (514300) >

" Co0 A e..ecBottrop (453264) O

Co B uuessSterkrade (380255) n

BoC ..... (314262) :;

Ren Co ....Sterkrade (885257) \

A1l of Co i's platoons were lomated in the vicinity of the 8o CP, N

as wero the platoons of Ren Co. The lst, 2nd, snd 3rd platoons of Los ~
B and C were respoctively located. at Coordinates: (W

) iI Irx
Co B 383231 386236 420233 - ‘ .

Co C 305179 317263 317263 Q
W

The Battalion was equipped with the Ii-36 Lank Destroyer snd each
firing company was up to T.0. having twelve TDs each,meking a total of
thirty-six. 4t the close of the period of this report, the Bagttalion
had thirty-five ILl-36s, .

On 1 April, Co A in indirect fire positions, fired 50 rds of HE
harassing fire on the Krupp factory works, buildings, and cross roads
vicinity of Coord. 474201, 474204, 464208, bebtween the hours of 1250-
1307, PFrom 221702250 hrs the company fired 75 more rds at 482177 and
477189, additional Krupps works. From its position ot Coord 386236, Co B'S
2nd platoon fired 24 rds of HE at various buildings directly to their
front causing some domage. Co C's 2nd and 3rd platoons fired a total of
296 rds of HE on targets west of gridline &0 and east of grid 37 south of
of grid 13 and north of grid 09, &Inemy mortar and personnel locations
were also ‘taken under fire with 28 rds of HE being concentrated upon the a‘ﬁa *
area Coord 35651886, Kcn Co was enpgaged in pabroling activities w1tt
the 313th Inf Regt working north of Duisberg. The company area recolved'jjﬂ87'
some soornalc morter fire during the night but there were no cxzsualtios.

The Bn C.0. linjor George ucCuLchon promnoted to Lt. Col.
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After Action Reports (© btd)

2 April 19

3 April 45
8.8

4 April 45

5 april 45

6 doril 45

45 Co A fired 2 rds of HE at emmmy vehicles and also at troops who -
appeared to be laying nmines in viwinity of 441198. Betweon 1200-1223 hrs
‘the company fired 28 rds of HE &t a locomotive viec of coord 470211 ond,

aided by adjacent artillery fire, succeeded in destroying the locomotive.
Co A's platoons moved to indirect fire positions at Coord 346268 and two
six gun platoons were formed from the twelve lI-36s (90 mm guns). The guns
were lsid on a base angle of 2400. Uo C continued to fire harassinggire
at the same targets as on the previous day expending 60 rds of HE, Ken Co
continued its work with the 313th Inf Regt of the 79th Inf Div snd also
aided the regiment in its military govermment work in the Hemborn ares.

The day was uneventful, Co A remained in same positions. Co B, using
a registratlion point, a house at coord 432206, completed registration after
expending 19 rds., Co C fired 52 rds harassing missions upon approximately
the same targets as on the previous two days. Hen Company continued its
work with the 313th Int Regt and in addition, maintained guard over food
stores and displaced persons camps.

Between 2100-2400 hrs, Co 4 fired 21 rds of Ht harassing fire ab
crossroads in the vic of 495165, 497184, and 471146, Co B registered again
and at 2000 hrs, began a series of harassing fire missions and expended a
total of 245 rds of HE. At 0012 hrs, the 2nd platboon of Co € began firing
on enemy positions K or grid 14, S of grid 10, ¥ of grid 40, W of grid 34,
and at 0700 hrs, had expended 52 rds of Hi, At 1100 hrs, the 2nd section
of the platoon moved into the secvor of the 2nd Bn, sldth Inf Regt, snd at
1400 nrs, moved to positions slong the railroad tracks on the SE edge of
Hemborn. From that point the section lald direct fire into enemy dugouts
and then moved to another position firing 5 rds of Hi knocking out one
railroad tank {0il) car and sebting it on fire. The section then fired six
rds of Hi into o mnearby house in which there were, sgn unknown number of enemy
troops billeted. It then fired 3 rds of Hi and 5 rds of APC at a cuncoowe
tower used by the cnemy as an OF. <there was no change in the positions of
the lst and 3rd platoons and neither of them did any fairing during the day.
Ren Co continued to pertorm practlcally the same duties as on the previous
dayss .

On this day Co A did a considerable smount of firing, From 000lhrs - to

0800 hrs, the 3rd platoon pius one destroyer from the 2nd plgtoon fired 42
rds of HE =t crossroads coord 493165, 497184, 471l46; from 2100-2400 hrs,
the 1lst platoon plus two destroyers from the 2nd platoon fired 26 rds narsss-—
ing fire ab spproximately the some coordinates; also at 2100-2400 hrs, the
ord platoon plus two destroyers from the nd platoon fired 50 rds Of Hu at
crossroads coord 497184, Duriung this day, Co B fiped a total of 206 rds of
His at targets of opportunity, bridges, crossroads, and intersecvions. Co C
fired 18 rds of H& into factory buildings wmnerein enemy activity had been
observed snd then later fired 7 rds of APC and 3 rds of it at a suspected
eneny OFP tower at a renge of 10,000 yds but owing te poor observation, firing
was censed berore sny results could be definiteiy ascertained. Co C's drd pl
fired a wotal of 204 rds of H& harassing fire gt vargets fired st on previous
day. Yhore w as uo chenge in eithor the yposition o¥ the duties of Hen Co,

From 0001-0600 hrs, Co A fired 140 rds of Hu at the same Targcts as on
the previous day. <The compsny CP then moved to Karnop (KAa4920) and the Pls
moved zs follows: +the lst pl to a firing positivn at 475283 in support of
the 1lst Bn olbth Inf Regbt; the 2nd pl with the 3rd Bn olbth Ini Kegt to vie
4392593 and the dérd platoon with the 2nd Bn slbth Inf segt to an asseably
sroa vie 479281, At 1900 hrs, Uo B left Sterkrade in coavoy and afbter trav— .
olling nine nilos closed at courd 485289 about 1800 yds south of Butendorf.
sarlier in tne dwy, as one of ©he destroyers was puliing out of posicion, &
round of 90z szramunitvion weos dislodged from the ready reck wud i'ell to the

2l -
floor o1 whe ) . . . . N
destroyer where iv denq&aﬁed setoing fire to the 1O but causing



After fotion xeports (Cont'd)

no casualviecs bub dwde;ing tac cunk destroye. considerably. 1t was
evacuated To oranauce for revairs and vvenbually was pub bac k into
action inthe battzlion., with the lst snd sid plotoons of Co € in
assenbly area in iorst, the zud olatoun rired more narussing .alssions
on the sene targets as previously aund expended 93 rds of iw, ‘rhe fire
as usual, woas directed and controlled by the compuany FDC. Ren Co was
relieved of oll missions and dubles with kilitary Goverrment snd the
$l&th Inf Kegt in faeaborn snd vicinity and deperted from there at 1600 h
hrs, and traveled Yo Gladbeck where it set up its CP and tied in by
telephorie with adjacent units. ZThe Bn CP moved a distance of 12 niles
closing in Botirop (459264). The bBn reur echelon also moved closing in
Zweckel (466337)., &11 these nwoves were made to coordinate with the
proposed attack on the Rhine-lerne Conal by the 79th Inf Div. with this
battalion in direct support of tiem division,

7 &pril 45 Co & went iInto indirect fire positions and beginning at 0001 hrs,
‘ and continuing through to 1030 hrs, tho lst platoon fired 296 rds of

Hs harassing fire missions at crossroads ond buildings in the general
vicinity of Essen-- at coord 496197, 494121, 501192, 498198, 494200,
500189, 506199, 5091988, 512200, and 518202, AL 0430 hrs, the 2nd pl
noved from 489259t0496249, The lst and 2ad platoons of Co B joilned
the 3l4th Inf Regt ond were attached each to a battalion., There was no
change in the situation as regards Co C and Ren Co.

8 April 45 During this period there occurred the crossing of the Rhinc-lerne

Conal by the babbtslion in support of the 79th Inf Div, Following is
the order in which each of the batitalion elements crossed:s At 0930 hrs,
the 2nd pl of Co A moved from 496249 Lo a point preparatory to crossing
the conal 517255, and crossed the canidl at 1130 hrs, with the 3rd platoon
crossing st 1200 hrs, wnd the lst platoon at 1230 hrs, followed by the
company C¥ at 2300 hrs. Yhe company CP was set up on the other side of
the canal at Bruckmannsheide 506225, with the lst platoon at 525200, the
2nd pl at 510200, and the 3rd pl at 555215, ColB's/crossed the canal
and closed in 515235, thé& &rd pl also ‘ 1st pl
crossed and closed at 502238 with the 2nd pl being held in reserve and

- not crossing on this day. The CP of Co C moved to the HE edge of
Hegomannshof 523233. A% 0100 hrs, all three platoons crossed the canal
‘with the lst pl moving to 548217 and firing 2 rds of HE on enemy personencl
the 2nd pl moved to 535217 and at 1700 hrs, knocked out one 7&mm AT gun
in the vic of 538210. Lsbter the pl fired 17 rds of HE and 3 rds APC at
various targets. The 3rd pl moved to 544238 and fired l4rds of Hs on
enemy strongpoints. to their front. Ken Co did not cross the conal but
renained in place. C

g April 45 from 0800 hrs to 180u hrs, the 1lst pl of Co 4 in direct support of
the 1st Bn of the 315th Inf iegt fired 30 rds of HX and 3 rds of aPC
at enemy MG nests, billets, Al-defenses and other emnemy strongpoints---
knockingout two AT guns (75ma) in the vic of 524204, Enemy foot troops
were also engaged with light MG fire and approximstely 1000 rds were ex-
pended with satisfactory results. 4an ammo or fucl durp was set on fire
in vic of 524204 also. ‘LThe lst pl received heavy enemy artillery fire
negr coord 536178, &t 1630 hrs, the 3rd pl of Co A moved with the 2nd
Bn of the 315th Inf Ropt baking up positions at 530180. <the 2nd pl re-
mained in position a2t 510210, Co B's 2nd pl fired 5 rds of H& into
a house cousing 40 onemy to surrender to the 314th Inf. Larly in the
morning all pls moved out in support ofthe division's attack. At 1330
hrs, the company CP moved to Kray, coord 544192, In the afternoon, the
2nd pl fired 8 rds of Hi and 2 rds of APC, knocking down a church steeple
and scoring a hit with the APC on a locomotive which was last seen to be
smoking as it took shelter bechind some buildings. 4t the end of the day
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After Jction Keports (Cc  td)

10 April 45

11 april 45

12 April 45

one of the destroyers of the 2nd pl rcceived a hit in the sprocket
and under cover of darkness the destroycr was evacuated to ordnance.
The 1st pl was in position até- 549166, the 2nd pl at-- 563181, and
the 3drd pl at-- 539169, There was no change in the position of the
Bn CP or of Hen Co. There were two casuaslties suffered by Co B when
the destroyer was hit, but fortunately both men were only lighily
wounded and returned to duty soon after the occurrence.

During the day, at about 1830 hrs, s reconnaissance in force from
Co A consisiting of two destroyers from the lst pl and medium tanks
and light tanlks from the 79th Inf Div made its way to the oubskirts of
Lissen without opposition. JLhe conmpany CP moved at 1500 hrs to coord
531201 vic of Schonnebemk. = Co B moved off in the attack at 1400 hrs,
and the company CP moved to Sevinghausen 559175. In the afterncon, the lst
pl fired in®o enemy strongpoints,expended 20 rds of Hb snd caused some
domage and casualties. Tho 2nd pl fired 10 rds of HE at various targets
with results unuscervainablo. The positions of the lst, 2nd, and srd
pls at the close of thne day were respectively: 602158606179, 608155,
Co C's CP moved to Bochum at coord ©28217. During the day the 2ng pl
knocked out o locomotive and one box car with 1 rd of APC and 3 rds of iinm
vic of 565195. The lst and 2nd pls also did some firing ot Barious tar-
gets later in the day expending 13 rds of Hw and 2 rds of APC. The 3rd pl
noved from Bochum to Kray at 557lv4. 1Lhe company suffered one S/s;t pl
lesder killed sznd two other enlisted men wounded when a mortar barrage
fell near one of the platoon positicns. idicn Cots 3rd pl verfamrned
guard on civilian food stores and did patrolling wii of issen. The rest-
of the compony perforied junurd dutics UW of the cenal, The Bn CP wmoved
from vie of Bottrop to Katermberg ot 510221 mnd the Rear wschelon from
ayeckel 466337 to vic of ifegempnnshof 525230+

Co i's 1st pl supporting the lst Ln of the 315th Inf Regd and the dnd
pl supporting the 2nd Bn of the $15th Inf Regt moved out on an attack to
secure an objective & of the kuhr River., The 2nd pl remained in reserve.
lhe pls knocked out one enenmy truck at coord 405155. From coord 440125

the 3rd pl at 1400 hrs, fired 8 rds of Hu at bunkers and camouflaged posi-
tions and billetts in vic of 414106. ‘the cnemy could be seen taking cover
and dispersing., 4t 1400 hrs, the company CP moved to Holthausen 423154,
and the 1lst, 2nd, and 3rd pls were respectively in positions at 405135,
456112, 440125, Co B fired 17 rds of EE knocking out a nebelwerfer and
also a searchlight. The pls were located as follows: 1lst, 6031568, 2nd,
W525165, 3rd, B522137. The company CP was at hray, 548187 Co C noved
its CP to Brenden Buschn, 495136, <the three pls supporting each z Bn of
the olath Inf Regt, fired a total of 77 rds of Hid on enumy strong points
and various targets of opportunity. Kcn Co moved to Schonnebeck 532208.

‘here was no change re Co 4. Co B's 1lst pl fired 6 rds of It in
knocking out an cneny truck =zt 584137. Co C's drd pl in supportc ot the
srd bn of the 515th Inf Regt fired 60 rds of ok and 8 rds of coucrete
busters and 4 rds oif APC during the engagement knocking oult two large
AA pieces, destroying one stone OP, and a house convaining over 50 eneny
persomel., ‘The company was also given credit for destroying a bk V tank
on the previous day's action. Also on the previous day it was ascervained
that the 1st pl of @o C fired upon and burned what was elther u tank or
san SP gun. fen Co coxtinued to work with Military Gaverrmaent in the noth
of Lssen ares. ’
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13 Lay 45

14 dpril 45

‘15 April 45
to
16 April 45

17 April 45
‘o

20 dApril 45
(inc)

21 April 45
to
23 April 45
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Action Reports (font!d)

At Oslo nrs, Co A moved from coord 423134 to a new location at
leukirchen, £5952182. Previous vo this move, Co A's 3rd plabtoon moved with
the 2nd Bn of whe vloun Inf Hegt to coord 884l48 relioving the 13&th Inr
upon arrival there. At 0610 hrs, the 2nd pl moved with the 3rd Bn fomn
coord 458112 to 644143 rekieving the 137tn Inf upon arrival. At 0645 hr,
the 1lst pl moved with the 1lst Bn from 400135 to 654197 remaining in regi=-
nental reserve. Activity on thHe 4rd pl soctor was on an increased scale
with the pl firing o8 rds of S0mm HE from 1400 to 1800 hrs at enemy OPs,
infantry, camouflaged positions, and UG nests. One LG nest was knocked out
at coord 607130. “The Bn CP moved to Wamne-iichel, 601261, and entered into
o period of partial occupabion and military government. Cos B, C, and.ien
likewise moved into the same vicinity and were assigned certain arsas to
guard gnd police, 6o B moving on 14 Hay.

Co & moved from lieukirchen to Hordel and upon arrival set up a police
and peovrol system avout the sssigned areaa.. During the period the bat-
talion received permission to send a limited number of its personnel to
rest camps and on recroabional pass. The Battalion continued to perform
nilitary govermment dutles in the assigned area in the Ruhr,

During this two day perilod the Bn CP and all companies roved from

vWianne-bichel To the following placess

Bn Cp to Drewer-ilord coord 565414

Co A +t& Drewer-Nord " 570400

Co B +to Dabteln W 731402

Co C +to Herten " 595319

Ken Co to Sprengstoff % 615416
In these areas the various companies set up o military government aided
by a nilitary govermment officer assigned to the batualion prior to the
batbalion's leaving wWamnne-kichel. All displaced persons csmaps were pub
under control znd gusrds were placed on all importont stations and fac-
tories and food stores. <YThere was the usual amount of disturivances and
preliminary problems but these werc net promptly ond taken under consrol.

During the period between 17-20 April the Battalion remained at +the
sbove .stated towms in the Ruhr operforning duties of military government.
On ohe 20th of April the babttalion was zlerted for movement into southern
Gernany and also learncd that it was to be relieved from attachment to the
79th Inf Div with whom it had worked tirelessly since its arrivalodn Utah
Beach in Wornandy.

at 1330 hrs, on 21 april 45, the Battolion left the Huhr on the first
leg of a long road march to southern Germany zund clesed in the vic of the
bowmb shattered rubble of Cologne, traveling a distance of slightly over
100 miles. OSeveral of the 1-36 tank destroyers fell out on the road be-
couse of blown bogics due to the extreme overheating of the stegl itracks
and bogies. <Tho suggestion is offered here thal a maximua speed of not
more than 15 miles per hour with short bresks beotween cach two hour period
will do rmech %o prevent these 1i-856s from throwing bogies due to overheating.
Lio.oeover, it is suggested that except in cascs of extreme emergency tuat
L-58g with stedl traciis be moved not mopetvthan 75 Lo 90 mircs during each
day's travel. Luring this road narch the battolion exseviciced considersble
difficulty in bringing in their IDs, and unfortunately upon onc occasion,
one tank destroyer overturned coming down an incline causing one fatal cas— .
ualty and two minor casuslbies when it went afire. The following day, 22
ipril 45, the Battslion departed from Cologne and traveled 1356 miles closing
in Bad lauheim(L672396). It was upon this trip that the tank destroyer over
turned and burned causing the cbove mentioned casuslties. Just previous to
this tragedy, another tank destroyer overturned but the crew suffered only
minor anjuries, and the vehicle was righted and continued to march.
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26 Aoril <0

ion Reporss (Cont'd)
At approximately 0900 hrs, 23 april 45, the Bn departed from the

vic of Bad Nauhelm and traveled 1oLl miles ctosing in the vic of Assam~
sbadt (N4k39383 at approximately 1800 hrs

Yhe total distance traveled by ‘the Battalion since its deparbture from
Drewer Nord on 21 April was 364 miles., The route taken was as follows:—-
From Drewer Nord through Dorsten, Kirchellen, Dinslaken, Opsoy, Mors, Krefeld,
"Elsen, Cologne (stopped for first night), Borm, Bad Godesburg, (all vehicles
gassed up at a point just south of this town), Konigswinter, Ittenbach, Alten-
kirchen, Limburg, Camberg, Usingen, Bsd Wauheim {stopped here on sccond night),
Frankfurt, Dermstedt, Renshein, ilichelstadt, Assamstadt.
By nightfall 2b of <the M~36 tank destroyers had closed in the area and during
the next 36 hours nine more came in., One was destroyed in theo accident pre-
viously mentioned, and another was evacuated to ordnance along che way.

On 23 April the Battolion wass informed of its ktmabmont to the 101st
A/B Division artillery, and of its departure from liinth Army to Seventh Army.

24 April 45 The Battalion smbarked upon an intensive period of mainbtenance as most of

to

the vehicles were sadly in need of repair after the long march from the Ruhr.

25 April 45 On the 25%th of April the Babtalion continued its msintenance work and also

2o April 45
o
27 April 45

28 April 45

29 dpril 45
to
S0 April 45

did some patrolling of the area. 4dbout noontime, a B-17 Flying Fortress was
observed flying ower the Battalion area. ive members of the crew para~
chuted from tne plane when it caught on fire. All five men were picked up
by Battalion personnel and taken to the aid station for treatment.,

Un the 26%nh of April the Battalion was alerted for furtner movement o
the south, and accordingly an advance billeting detail from each company was
sent by the Bn to meet the Billetting officer of the 10lst 4/B Div advance
party. On the next day the Battallion Commander, Lt. Col lic CUrCusH atiended.
& unit cormenders meeting at the 10lst A/R Div. and learned thau the Division
and the 813th ID Bn would on the following day 120vVe TO a point below Ulmn,
Gernmany.

The Babtalion proceecded to depart trom Assamstadt snd procesded to
Dorzbach in convoy at approximately 14¥0 hrs and closed in the vicinity of
Amendingen (X825365) having traveled a distance of 140 miles. The route of
march was s rollows: Dorgzbach, Kunzelsu, Hall, Ultenhofen, Fightenberg,
tmund, Lorch, Goppingen, Geislingen, Ulm where the Division had setv up a
traffic control post from which the Batbaslion marched on to Amendingen. The
Battaliop closed about 0030 hrs, on the 29 of April. The heavier tracked
vechicles and destroyers followed all during the 29th of April an@ by the
end of the day all vehicles except one or +two which had to be evacuated o
ordnance had closed in the Battallon area. :

On the 29th of April the Battalion was sgain alerted for moverent and
on the 30th of April, the Battalion departed from Amendingen in convoy and
closed in Ubercostendorf Y245517 at 1115 hrs. During the road march, one
GCGLHC 23 Ton truck overturned causing only minor casualties fortunately. dere
in Oberostendori the Battalion, as usual, set up a nilitary government office
and handled seversl hundred Pils turning unem over to the Division P cage.

During this 30 day period, casualties were comparatively Light. iwo
mon killed, one in combat, the other on a road march as the result of a
destroyer overturning snd burning. J4pproximately ten men wounded only onec of
which was dispnosed as serious. The Battalion had spproximately 34 l-3vus
operational and one in ordnance at the close of the period. 'there was no
change in the roster of the Battalion shewmr oflrthe first page of thas report.

Ihe Battslion traoveled a distance of over six hundred miles betwesen
the poriod 21=~30 April 45 reaching the appointed destinastions at the appointed
tiues despite great difficulties and adversities.

~6=



After Action Reports (& fd)
V'J-‘he follow:l_ng is a record of the amount and 't:ype of enemy ns:berlel

knocked out,destroyed, or ceptured by the 8L3th Tank Des‘croyer En (SP)
since its s.rrJ.Val in laornandy on 27-28 June 194&. . .

Mk LV Tanks - 26
Me Voo - 17
WV oz
Tobal 45 plus 10 Seli‘-propelled guns’ (75r:r1 and 88xm)
4% Group and combat vehicles “."“ 43
fiir Towed Anti-tank and arty pieccs ... 17
i P11 DOKES  weeeneiiiieennsiiens 21

‘The Battalion has taken well over 1500 prisoners and has in combg:b
accounted for klll:mg or woundlng snother 1500 enemy troops. C

“Lonth overseas.

2

_ For the Battalion Commander:

o

Executive,

On the 6th of Mey 1945, the Ba.ttallon will h....ve concluded :.'bs oSrd B

,ank Best,royer Bn . (SP)

-3
Lk
" K

H
3
W
A
H

e danee



