817
TANK-DESTROYER BN,

LT. COL WILLIAM H. BARDES
COMMANDING




RYAN, W. B.
ABBOTT, G. A.
SAARIE, W. L.
CROOK, J. T.
GIBSON, J. J.
ALLTS, 1. W.

BONKOWSKI, R. .

DOLINKA, M.

STAFF

LT. COL. BARDES
MAJOR HAHNER
MAJOR OMENHISER
CAPT. HOFMANN
CAPT. CORNETT
LIEUT. CRANDELL
LIEUT. DUSHKIN
LIEUT, REDDEN
MR. MONRKY

LTAIRSON
LIAISON
P. O.

STAFEF PLATOON

M/SGT.
T/SGT.
T/SGT,
T/RGT.
S/SGT.
T/4
T/4
T/4

MONTEMORANO, J. J. T/

SCHEETS. J.
BAIR, P. M.
COGGTNS, W. A
COOLEY, V! L.

GWYTHER
LARSON, C. T\
SEITZ, B. E.
FULLER, H. @.
JUDGE. G. N.
DEATS, J. Z.

EDGAR
HOOKS, G. W.
CORBETT, A. B.
CARLSON. M. 1.
SCHENCK, W. B.
MANY. B.
KITCH, G. A.
RODGERS, W. F.
SPOON, R. A.
HARMES, M. G.
LABAR. D. J.

TERRY
CHAFYEE, P. (.
BENSINK, H. W.
FOX, I. R.
ROGERS, E. F.
SMITH, H. &
ZUBAY, J. J.
CANALE, N, J.
KUMMER, A. H.
WARNER, T. J.
GRIFFITHS, R. T.

T/4
T/h
T/
T/5

DARTER, . L.
DILLON, L. F.
FRALICH, C. L.

KUYKENDALL, . N.

MILLER, W, G.

Mc BURNIE, W.T.
PETITT, L. .
PIENTA, L. &
RICH. J. A,
LASKOWSKT. &, J,
SALVATORE, N. J,
WILLIS, J. D.
ZIELINSKI, J. A.

COMMUNICATIONS

LIETT,
1=t BGT.
T/5

PR D
P.F.C
PVT.

CARTEL. E. R.
TONNER, A.
CROSSCUT, G. A.
HETRICK, F. A.
KATZ, M.
SAENZ, J. Q.

COMPANY HEADQUATERS

CAPT.
1=t 3GT.
S/RGT.
T/4
T4
CPL.
T/5
T/5
T/h

| P O B
| E D N

KYLE
BOYER, R. A.
JOHNSON, A. O
FRANKS, M. T..
SHERIDAN, T. J.
GUSTAFSON, W. F.
POST, . W,

SHIPD. 0. L.
FATRCLOTH. D. H,
HESTERMAN, . W,
COGLEY. L. D.

MOTOR MAINTENANCE

CAPT.
M/SGTE,
T/4
r “/‘4
T/4
T/4
T/4
TS
/5
T/h
P.F. O,

SAMPSON
YARRISON, B. L.
BONIK, 8. J.
LAMB. . E.
STMCOX, A. C.
SMITH, R. €.
BURK. J. A.
GTLLESPIE, T, 0.
STROBACH, H. L.
WORTHINGTON
PFEFFER, J. J.
VESQI, J. F.

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 817 TANK-DESTROYER BATTALION

T/5
T/5
T/5
T/5
/5
T/5
T/5
T/5
/5
P.F.C
P.F.C.
P.F.C.
P.F.C.

T/8GT.
ST,
PO
| S
PoF.CL
Py,

LIEUT.
NISGT,
SIRGT,
T/4
T/4
T/5
T/5
T/5
TmF. (.
P.F.C
PVT.

W, 0O,
T/SGT.
T/4
T/d
T/4
rl.“f"‘l
T3
TS
T/5
T/a
P.F.C.
PR



TRANSPORTATION

UNDERWOOD LIEUT. ZIMMERMAN, D. D, P.F.C,

CASE, H. D. CPL. BARNES, L. V. ST

BARTLETT, G. H. T/ PELOT, V. W. Tid

RCHUTZ, E. H. T/5 WARD, L. /5

MILLER, J. G, Ti5 BURH. R. E. TH

CHAMBERS, L. K. T/ DAVIS, &, H. PoF.CL

HART, R. P. P.F.C JOHNSON, . D, P.F. G

MAXTM, J. PoF.CL Me CROBIE, B.W, P.FC

MELLINGER, C. P. P.F.C. PETLERSON, H. T. P.EC

PINTO, C. 3. | L O RUHLING, M. E. | L R

CROSK, J. E. P.F.C. STANDISH, F.W. P. . C. 0

BOBO, D. PVT. SMITH, D. L. P.T.C "

KLIMCZAK. 5. K. PVT. NEWMAN, H. R. PVT. !
BOZICH, M. T. PV,

MEDICAL DETACHMENT

LICKER. R. R. BATTALION SURGEON

STALL, G, M. SISGT. BELL, 1. C. T3
SUTTON, C. D. T/4 TARDI, P. T/
JACK, N, E. CPL. COX. F. L 175
SLACK, W. R, /5 SMATLAK, P 175
SNATER., H. 175 IMELLIL, 3. R. PoF.OC
OLCZAN, A L. P.F.C REYNOLDS, . R, P E.C
STIVENSON, J. L P.F.CL YAEGER, R. I, | S O
STONE. [J. P P.F.C.

RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY 817 TANK-DESTROYER BATTALION

CAPT. STERNFELS ¢, 0,
2nd LT GOODWIN Ex. 0.

HEADQUARTERS PLATOON

RIORDAN, T. E. It =6xT. HAMMOND, M. G. TIRGT.
SKIDMORE, V. E. R/SGT. RYAN, K. E. T/SGT.
GULLICKRON, E. R, S/SGT BLUM, . 0. T/
WOOD, ¢, J, T/4 BRAYLEY, M. J. T4
DECLON, V. L T/4 (FALARNEAU, G, G T/4
FELLER, W. L. T/ CLARKLE, G.W. CPL.
KONRATH, E. J. T/5 HOAK, R. D. T/H

B. 2ANTO, R, L. T/5 (RESSRLER, A, B. /5
MAHANNA, J. (. T/H TAYLOR, . M. PoF.C
WOODROW, J. B, P.F.C TAKACS, A, | EO QR
LOMBARDI, J. M. P.FC DAUGHETEE, L. R, P.F. €.
LIZANTZ, M, P.F.C DAVIES, E. Al P.F C
GLYNN. A, E, p.roC Me GHEE, R. R. | S A
GUEVERA, 8. ¢ J EON O O VOSBURGH, G, R. PVT.
POTTSR, G. PVI. CROTUCH, L PVT.

MILL&, H. L. PVIL NOTHUM, G. W, VT,



JORDAN
SCHELESKY, W. (.
CIMINSKI, F.
WILDMAN, J. O.
EIMERR, D,
GROW, H,
KLAISTER, E. J.
ONG. J.

SCOTT. J. R.
RAVIER, (. J.
WHITE, . G.

BURKIIARDT
KNOWLTON, J. E,
JONES, P, T..
PADUANO. H.
WAGNER, A. G,
SKOLNIK, J. ¥,
EPPS, T, L.
PALASZEWSKI .
Me KAMEY, J. E.
FORD, €. D.
POCITRON, T. F.

ROBONN

FISH, H. L.
WILRON, R. O,
TAYLOR. R.
PIETREREWSKI, H.
Me AUTHOR, 1. A.
BURCKHARDT, C.
SNYDER. D. E.
FRY, J. E.
SCHWEDE, A. R.
BLAIR, J. C.

HILL

JAMES, W. E.
GREEN, W, J.
SCHABBING. L. AL
GIGLIOTTL, R. J.
HOWERY. J.
HEIJ[.;, I\. J
WIBLE, J. R.
ITARRES, B, IR,
ENGLE, R.
CARSSERING, R.
ESHENKO
THOMARSON, J.

FIRST PLATOON

LT
=GT.
Tia
T/
PE. G
| L O O
P.F. G
p.F.C
| LN (S
PR G
BOFE. G

Me LAUGHLIN, J. 5
RICHARDS. W, A,
SMITHL L. J.
CATHART. H. R.
FAY, J. M.

HORE, O,
IPALERMO. . P,
MICIHTENER. I,
SPOONER, I G
SIGURDSON, M. R,

SECOND PLATOON

2nd P,
=GT.

FISIL F. D.
CHAPMAN. (. F,
PASK, D. W,
BOBEL. W. .
HARRISON, T.J.
CHURCIL N.
SLOYKA, M.
CHRISTOFONO, R,
JONEX, J.
MRANDA, H.

THIRD, PLATOON

13 1AL
SGT.
75
PE. G
PP G,
P F. G.
E . €.
ETE G
G
PE.C.
PV

FEYES, A. J.
SEMON. F. D
JOHNSTON
ZAIIN. W, F.
STEFFY. AW,
SANDRON. L. WL
COLLINGS, (-, E.
SMIUPH, 1. O,
PARKER, A.

MONTGOMERY. H. W,

PIONEER PLATOON

5L PR
=SGT,
CPL.
/5

I’ F.C
PO G
. E. G
|G A S
PoF.C
8 B G

SHRICK, R, H.
SEKITA, E. J.
CRAWFORD, R. J.
SHELLY. L. M.

DEFENBATCHL. G. A,

Me CALLUM, M. E.
KEPNER. H. C.
SPMKO. Gl .
PAPKE, R. A,
IIYLAND, R. V.
BROWN, K. V.
HAYDEN. W. A.

RASGT.
=G
T/5

I F
PP G
Py,
BB G
PoF
J EP RO
P.F.C,

SGT.
CPL.
Ti5

| L AR O
PoFE
| R R O
b, G
I
P, C,
K. G

ARG,
=G
T/5

|E
. @
P G
POl G
P.F.C.
P 5 G
PVT.



COMPANY “A” 817 TANK-DESTROYER BATTALION

CAPT. H. VOGEL C.0.
IS8T LT. CROWLEY EX. 0,

HEADQUARTERS PLATOON

BRYSON, F. 120 RGT. ROUDREAUX, R, S/SGT.
SPYRSMA, J. SISGT. EDWARDRON, O, T/RGD,
GROSSMAN, H. B/SGT. (CRISSMAN, H. =SGT.
SPREEN, T T/4 MARZANG, 5. T/4
HAUDER, W. T/4 SIDES, H. 1/4
WILSON, M. T/4 THOERIG, T. T/4
TUCKER, . r/4 STUENKEL, E. C.P. L
KOHL CT'L, KAMMERDINER, 5. C. P L.
BELL, . T/5 YENRLEL, D, T/
BECK. H. Tib SHUGART, 0. T/5
TTMM, R, T/5 BUSKE, €. T/o
WADE. E. T/5 FLACCO, T, P.F.C
DIVEN, A, P.F.CL MINOVICH, = P.F.C
TEDROGW. DI, P.¥F.C BERNAHL, T. P.EC

FIRST PLATOON

M-—20 : M—20
OBERHOLTZER. R. 1=t LT, HARDIN HiRGET,
SIXEAS, A, =GT. HUTGHLES, R, P.F.C.
CARZST, Al P.F.C. DOUGHERTY, E. P.F.(.
KUTZNER. W. PoF.CL BLAL3. P. P.FCL
GENNA, T T/5 FARLY, T. T/5

'/, TON
REINAGEL, M. CPL.
BARLOW, C. P.F.C,
HAWEKINS, D. P.F.C.
1st DESTROYLER ond DESTROYER
PESCI, J. SGT. MICKELSON. R. SET.
GRAY, B. C'PL. OTTERMAN, 1I. ('PL.
MAU ALLISTER, C, P.F.C. PURVIANCE., RE. P.F.C
RUSSLER, F. P.F.C. NEWBOULD, R. PF.
HESQY, J. TS BERGER, H. Ti4
Jrd DESTROYER 4th DESTROYER
ALBINI, Y. =SGT. FULLERTON, W, SGT.
MAZZOCCO, J. CPL. SPANITZ, C. CPL.
NAPOLEON, I'. P.¥. C. McDONNOUGH, J. P.F.
SNYDER, R. PG ZUNAC, M. PVT,
FRAILEY, H. /5 EVANKOVICH, M. T/5
SECOND PLATOON

M-—20 M—20
JACOBY LT, RIUSH SGT.
FARUGA. S. 2GT. BUYNY, W. P.F.C.
KOHLER, D. P.F. C. CONWAY, C. JE R
NEATROUR, W, P.F.CL PARKER, C. P.F,.C.
MITCHELL, J. T/5 TALTON. T. J. T/5

', TON
LASSER, W. P.FCL
STRAPAC, A. P.F.C.
GORE, J. P.F.C.



18t DESTROYLER 2nd DENTROYER

RIMLINGER, I, SGT. COWIE, A =0T
BOWER, A. R WILES, 1. IR,
MANFREDI L. P.F.C. COURTWRIGHT. R, PoF. G
FINKINBINDER, R. | SO0 U B BURKINS, J. Pl
GIPE, P. Ti4 FOLEY, J. TiB

rd DESTROYER 4th DESTROYER
OBERDIEAR, T. =GT. STOTTLMEYER, (. SGT.
INNES, J. CPLL. WAGLE, J. QGIeE.
BETTASG, M. PoF.CL Me CORMICK. R. i K. G.
CZIAROWSRKI PVT. STUCHELL, M. PoFCL
SLEITER, D. /5 =COTT. E. T/4

THIRD PLATOON
M—20 M-=20
CLARK, K. LT. DAMOTT, R, =G
CRANE. €. ~GT. GOLDINGER. J. PoFoC.
PRZYDBYL=KI, S, I’ C. DULANEY, W. P.F. G
MIERZWINSKIL M. Ti5 HMHAFFER, €. /5
CLAYTON. J. LR G

'Y, FON
BURT, D, CPL.
BENNETT, K. Py
MORSE. E. P, F. ¢,

et DESTROYER 2ed DESTROVIER

GLTMAN, M. SGT. CRIBBS, R CPL.
RUSAK, J. CPL. SHOOP. E, i e
BELTON, €, P, F. G. KISH. R. il G
BIT'I'NER, J. PR FRANKLIN, H. 1 F. G
GRAY. AL T/4 DE BIASIO, = T/

sl DESTROYER 4h DESTROYER
IYKACESKL R SO EHLY. A. RO
SCHMITT, J. CPLL. KOTNENAS CPL.
RASNAL, J. PV BAKER P.F.C
YOKOM, C. P.F G NICOLUDES. T. PoF.
VAN DYKE, W. T/4 MAMROS, J. 175

COMPANY “B” 817 TANK-DESTROYER BATTALION

CAPT. JOHN J. Me PINLLIPS o, 0,
Z2od LT, CLARENCE M. WICKOREN E3. Q!

HEADQUARTERS PLATOUN

CLARK, R. W, i =SGT. PRESCOTT, AL L SO
NY L, J. B, SARGT. SEADDEN. Go M, =R G.
HIEGGELRKE, R. D. SGT, STARR, L ST
LARUE. W. (. T/4 LORIGAN. L. €. T/4
MADISON, H. Tid SKALLAND. O 1. T/4
WEHEKR, J. F. T4 SPRAGUE, J) K. T4
RUFF, R. L. T/4 DILL, K. I Tid
JUGENHEIMER, 0, L. /5 PARKS, F. O. T/5
SMITHL LW, T/H AN, FOOUL T/5
DUNN, J. . /3 BUTKUR, AL L /8
CARSIIZO, AL S, e, B: CUCULLICH 2. 13 U
KURUPLOS, D, G, Lol PR TOLLANDSWORTH £ AR

LANCASTER, 1, . 1, B (5, LERCARIL €. (. (‘-}’L.
MYLRS, J. L, ClL. SNYDER. G L. (R S



GAY, J. W,
SAUER, C.
GAGLIARDO, I~
KOSCIELNTAK, =,
ABRAMOWITZ, M,

15t DESTROYER
HARGROVE, M.
DOWDY, W,

HOOVER. B.

WHITE, A.

KOEHLER, J.

Ard DESTROYER
LEDGERWOOD, .
RUAKER, B.
OVERTURF. J.
JOHNSON, D.
JOHNSON,

FLOBERG
NAMISNACI, P
ACKERMAN
S“PENCER
HOTMIS
IIUBBARD
Z1IGGER

{st DESTROYER
WYROCKI
HOWERS
BOYD
HELMKE
BIEROTH

3rd DESTROYER
HERLEHY
=MITH
RICHMAN
JOHNSON
BULLARD

GREGOR
ELEY. A,
RISRO. F.
GREEME, A. H.
MANNING, J. K.
RYAN, J.

18t DESTROYER
TOLLIDAY, A.

JOINS, R. F.

STULTZ, R

FREEMAN, J.
ANTENTCCL P

3rd DEXTROYER
STEINSHOLT, 0.
MARSHALL, W.
LINDEMANN. R,
STROUD, C.

GERVASI, M.

FIR=T PLATOON

t=t LT,
CPL.
T/
PoF.CL
PoF.C.

=T
GPL,

FARMER, J. 1.
GILBERT. A.
HOPKINS, L.
BARNES, E.
BERNICKY, A.

2nd DESTROYER
NEWMAN, L.
GLANER, J.
CUSHMAN, H.
DOW, J.
WAHLQUINT, H,

4th DESTROYER
TEMPLE. W. (',
GORT, F.
N1EDIAM, B.
MURCATO, C.
WALLACE, J, E.

SECOND PLATOON

1st LT.
SGT.
T/H
PTG
P.E.C.
P.F.C
PN

SGT.
CPL.
T/4
P.r.C.
PF.C

=GT,
P
T/4
PoF. (.,
P.F.C.

BILLING
HERMAN
CHMMINGS
YOUNG, O. L.
BOLT
WASCIELEWSK]

2ot DESTROYER
CASTOR
GROWE
BURKS
KLEMP
YOUNG, R. ¢,

4th DESTROYER
MR
QUICK
MILL3
DINARDO
WILLIAMS

THIRD PLATOON

1st LT,
CPLL.
T/

[ A
I F.
| S A O

ST
CPL.
Ti
P.F.C
PoFoC

SGT.
CTL.
P,
PFC,

FERGUSON, J. =
WILTIAMS, L.
HAWLEY, V. L.
SLOBODGAIN
MADING, B, E.
HARTWIG, I,

2ud DESTROYER
PARSON, V.
DOCKEY, A.
RELRCE, T.
THUOTTO, N,
KOEHLER. R.

4th DESTROYER
CRANDALL. (.
COOPER. R.
ANDREASON, T..
CROTTO, (.
DANIEL, H.

B/RGT.
CPI..
TiH
PV
P.FC.

SGT.
CPL.
TiH
P.v.C
P.oF.C

ST
CPL.
T/5
D.F.C
P.F.C,

WRGT.
CPLL
TiH
p.FC
| C
P.F. O,

S/SGT.
SGT.
Ti5
P.F.C.
P.F.C.
P.F.C.

ST
CPL.
TS
R
P.F.C.

SGT.
CPL.
T/5

PT.
PEC.



COMPANY “C” 817 TANK-DESTROYER BATTALION

CAPT. RHONDAL L. BURTON C. 0.
2nd LT, VERNON J. SCHEETS EX. O,

HEADQUARTERS PLATOON

WICK®, H. D, N/RGET BOECK, F.T. SIRGT
HOESTEREY T/SGT. LUST, J. A SRGT.
COLLINS, J. D, 26T MATSON, R. T4
MARTIN, J. C, T/4 ROSS, S0 8. T/4
YARRISON, M. D, 1/4 SHAFFER, ., R, T4
BITZER, M. A. T/4 STEPINA, AL L e
PUTMAN, T. A. T/4 FORCE, V. L. /5
HANSON, F. R. T/ WERN, I. E. T/
BORAN, J. A 75 GRIEB. P. E. T/5
YODER, J. T/a WILKIN, J. O, CPL.
BARSTOW, R. . CPL. KNOB, T | S0 S
DIEZ, W. W. P.F.CL ROGACKI, 8. M, P.F.C.
ZDROJEWRKI, S, IF. BOJINOFF. T. T. | L
CARIDEO. A, T, P.Y.C

FIRST PLATOOXN

M- 20 M 20
WOODS, F. N. 2nd LT, RUYNOLDR, E. L. SIRGT.
PHELPS, W, G. KRG PRITCHETT, C. E. T/5
MORLEY, F. 1. T/5 RILEY. R. J. P.F. (.
CLARK, €. V. P.F. (. COWAN, L. P. P C
MORTON, G. E. P.F.C, LEDDY, R. &, PVT.
/o TON

FLOOD, H. (. CPL.

MOUERS, R. (. P.F. (.

BEAUDET, R. H. r.F.C.

15t DESTROYER 2ol DESTROYER
GRAW, C. W. SGT. EICHER. J. D. SGT.
MILLER, A. S. CPL. JENSEN, H. CPL.
FRAKER, F. W. T/4 SEAMAN, T, R. T/5
RAMBO, R. A. P.F. ROSS, 8. A, P.F.C.
KETTER, W. H. PLF.C. KUGLER. £ J. PP
3rd DESTROYER 4 DESTROYER
NELSON, M. E. SGT. LAY, C. M, RGT.
RININGER, C. D. CPLL. CLOGH, C. N, (PL.
McKENNY, €, L. T/4 VISHER. L. J. /5
HARTLE. F. A. P.F.C, BEAM, J. A. P.F. (.
WITURZYNSKL J. P.  D.F. (. WOLFE, R. H. P.F.C.
SECOND PLATOON
M -—20 M- 20
POWELL, M. L. {st LT, POWERS, W. H. S/NGT,
WALKER, P. H. SGT, SOBECKY, W, T/3
SMITH, €. A. T/ FRANK, C. E. P.F. (.,
BAKER, H. P.F. (. MURRY, H. PoELC
COUPE, J. H. P.F. (., VARNER. J. M. PFL O
| Y, TON
KENNEDY, D. J. CPL.
NIGRI, 8. J. P.F.C.

BILLHARTZ, 0. A, T F. C.



1st DERTROYER

JOYGE, E. T
WORRELL, B. .
FLUENR, H. €.
ANTHEUNIS, A.
SUTIHOMAS, E. R

Ard DESTROYER

JANN, C. A

D' AMICANTONIO, F.
SEPrA, L. G
KRAMER, W. J.

Moo 20

HELRING, R, B.
HEDRICKS, G W,
CLEMMENSON, K. G,
QUINN. R. J.
DLEEGAN. D, M.

WIRT, J. H.
MATTERS, ¢ AL
WENGEN, & A,

15t DESTROYER

KNUTSON, J. A,
KEEMAN, J.
LUCAS, F. B,
LICHET, R. H.
ROHN. 8. O,

Jrd DERTROYER
LInGG, H. G
ALEXANDER, L. E.
JAMES, €W,
JERNICAN, W, W,
JENREN, H. I

SGT.
CPL,
174
Py
S U O

2nd DEXTROYER

GENSHIEMER R. F.
BRUNNER, L. W,
GARDNER, D. A.
DRELER, D. A.
BATER, P. G.

4th DESTROYER

KODGES, L. F.
KRUSCHINSKY, RO T
NALE, R. I,
DRAGOVICH, G
LARAMORE, N,

TIHIRD PLATOON

ST,
CPL.
T/4

[ A O
| S S O

=G,
CPL.
T/d
P.F.
PPVT.

M—20

BAILEY, F. W,
HALREY, C. R.
FEDORKA. J.
LOWERY. W. E.
HICKS, N. (5,

CPh,
P. K. (&
| LA

2nd DESTROYER

PHILLIPS, W,

Me LAURIN, A B,
GIHLAON, L O
HAYES, J. .
MIDDEEKAUYE. F. L.

4th DESRTROY LR

ALTIMORE.D AL AL
VEAGER. J. AL
BIERLY., R. AL
BEER=, W. L.
HENNING. W, N

=0T
CPL.
T/4
Pk G
| DL O

2RGT,
T

Pk C
2R Gy
LG

SGT.
CPL
T/5
rx. G
PO

RN
CPL.
/5
P.oF.Cl
I E. G
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HEADQUARTERS, 817THTANK-DESTROYER BATTALION

1S, Army 28 April, 1945

TO: All Officers and Men of the 817th Tank - Destroyer Battalion

During this week we have marked the puassing
of our ninth mounth overseas our eighth month
on the continent, and cur fifth in the =potlight
of combat events in the European Theuater of
Operations.

When our LSTs opened wide their bows and
let down their ramps on Utah Beach in Normandy
on the morning of August 25th we little realized
what was in afore for us asx we drove off the
ships and onto the beach. But, we were deter-
mined to alo our best, whatever might he our
task, and to have the name of our battalion
ranked with those of the best units on the con-
tinent, LEvents have proven that we did not aim
too high.

Though attached to the Third Avmy, our first
assignment was to the Advance Seetion of the
Communications Zone, more familtarly known as
ADSEC, We immediately made a long motor
wmarch, and this was to be the rule rather than
the exeeption while with ADSEC, from the beach
to the =ector of France just north of the Loire
River, where 20,000 Germans <61 held ont, Our
route toole us thra famous, but battered, St Lo,
Carentan, Vire, south awd east through France
with A Company establishing headauarters ot
Gorren, “B” Company at Montsurs, =" Com-
pany at Sable, and [leadquarters Company amd
the Battalion Command Post at Mavenne. Kach
Company was assigned an area within the batta-
lion seetor and all men went about their tasks
gotting the feel of things and acquiring “know-
how?”, Our tasks were pumerons and =eemingly
without limit. We didd counter-intelligence (CT0)
work; aided the CID (Criminal Tnvestigation Divi-
sion): established linison with Frenel and Belgian
offieials and members of the famous FFT and simi-
lar Belgian organizations; eounteracted the newly
flourishing black market: gathered information on
Vol and V-2 hombs: located vast stores of enemy
eruipment and ammunition—some of which we
had the satisfaction of seeing fired hack at him
over the tree tops of the HHurtgen Forest: and
collected xome 44,000 jerricans, left carelesaly hy
other treops along the highways of France and
Belgiuim (How well we can now appreciate, with
our Helleats, the necd for conservation and col-
leetion of these vital jerrieans). All of these tasks
were performed in addition to our primary mis-
sion, which was to safeguard and secure the lines
of communications—involving, of course, train
guarding, bridge guarding: patroling: rounding
up of PWs, snipers, and saboteurs; and recon-
naissancee for new routes,

Our dnties with ADSEC took ns all over Nor-
thern France and most of Belgium, our nnits set-
ting up. saceessively as follows: “A" Company

at Gorron, Rambouillet, Sezanne all in France.
and Chimay, Belgium: =B Company at Montsurs,
Voves, Chateau Thicrry, Revigny, all in France,
and finally just west of Mons, Belginm: =7 Com-
pany at Sable. Chateauneuf, Ricguebourg, Le
Cateau, all in France, and seneffe, Belginmg the
Battadion O and [Headquarters Company, together
with the two Reconnaissance Platoons at May-
enne, Mereville, Missy sur Alsne, and Selles, all
in France, and Presles, Belgium, Our gseneral route
of advance took us from our initial position on
the Normandy beaches south to the area around
Mavenne, then east through Le Mans and Chart-
re<, From here we went throngh Paris and north
to Compiegne and Soissons.  Further advances
took us vet further north through Cambrai and
Valenciennes and cast into Belgium via Mons and
Charleroi. Here our travels with ADSLC endel,
for we movell om November 300 from the vieinity
of Charlered to our combat marshalling nrea at
Sehallkkhoven, in the Flemish part of Belgium, just
south of Maastricht, Holland,

Our association with ADSEC at an end, we hail
been enrichied by a knowledge of the vast amount
of work that i necded to maintain the baltle
nnits, and we hind learned to better appreciate
the preblems of our armies; supply personnel.

We left ADSEC with this tribute from the Com-
manding General: - tieneral Plunk desires to
commend  vou for the outstanding manner in
which vour organization las assisted Advance
Recetion in successfully aceomplishing its mission.
You have represented a substantial contribution
to the operations of the Allied Foreces in the
European Campaign’™. Now we were ready for
the final test of all our long wonths of training
awil preparation in the United States and in the
United Kingdom, We were ready, and determined,
to mwake our Battalion motto—~Overpowering™ —
mean something to the enemy.

In the few days at Schadkhoven we refitted and
made final efforts to get ourselves aml our equip-
ment inte iip-top shape for onr initial combat
operation. When the order for movement into the
Hurtgen Forest sector came on Decensher My, we
were ready, Onr battalion nioved out in o long,
promd column, marching across the Albert Canal.
down through Verviers and Eupen, aeross the
dragon’s teeth of the Riegfried Line, and into the
Hurtgen Fovest in the vicinity of Zweitall, Ger-
nanv.

Ounr mitial combat mission had us attached to
the Hth Infantry Division, with the wmission of
vovering all possible tank approaches along its
front in the Vossenach-Germeter-Hurtgen-Berg-
stein-Kleinhau area bhetween the Hurtzen Forest
and the Roer River. 'nder ecover of darkness.



and amidst heavy intermittent mortar and artil-
lery fire, the Gun Companies moved into firing
positions on the night of December 16-11. By
morning all guns were well dug-in anid prepaved
for a4 determined stamd, During the ensuing days
all positions were constantly ander enemy obser-
vation and fire, and our own Reconnaissance pla-
toons established Observation Posts to better the
eves of the Battalion.

When the German oftensive in the Ardeances
came we were just five miles north of the nor-
thern flank of the Bulge. dowme changes in posi-
tions were necess=ary to meet changing cowditions
aud on Christmas night, “A7 Company readjusted
in the Vossenael-Germeter seetor, “B™ Company
assumed responzibitily for the Kleinhau =ector in
addition to Bergstein, aud <O Company moved
north to the Gev-Strass area. while Reconnais-
sance established new OP's direetly overlooking
the now famous Roer River.

After <ixty con=eeutive davs in the lines, with
no relief of units at all, the Battalion was finally
relieved on February 10th amd moved for a short,
but welcome rest to Thimister, Beleinm, This was
not to laxt long. however, for on Febyruary 28rd,
swe again moved baek into Germany.

This titne we moved into the freshly taken and
long  bhattered  Schmidt  =ector. divectly  over-
looking the Roer River dams, and assumed an
indirect fire wmission, our first, hat one that was
aceomplizhed in a <aperior manner. lere we fired
3920 ronnds of 37 11TE ammunition before we were
agdin on the move,

On Mareh 2nd we anade a fong awaited cros-
sing of the Roer River and began our participa-
tion in the eelebrated advanee from the Roer to
the world Famons Rhine. {northodox but effec-
tive wse of our towed guns by spirited crews here
proved that we could use towed guns offensively.
We ended oy mareh to the Rhine ar Bad Godes-
burg on Mareh t1eh, performing direct and in-
direet fire missions in this sector,

Leaving Bad Godesburg on the morning of
Mareh 15th. we began our movement =outh to the
Remagen bridgehead. where we, the lirst and only
towed Tapk Destrover Battalion to enter the
Remagen hridgehead, eroszed the Rhine, seven
davs after scizure of the bridee, and moved
direetly into the {1 Corps scetar in diveet support
of the entire Corps sector, We continued to sup-
port the bhridgehead prior 1o the hreakout. and
it was during this period that we received word
of our pending conversion to a self-propelled Bat-
talion, armed with the M-18 [ Helleeats™,

liven white continning with our towed gunsz in
the Tine. we started conversion and in 2 48 heour
period  the Battalion was changed to self-pro-
pelled and a Reconnaissance Company had been
activated., Now we were ready for further. and
even more aggressive action,

On Mareh 26th we maoved eastward, partiatly
along the famed Autobahn to the Marbure seetor.
We were =till attached to the HI Corps at this
time. but on the day that the First and Ninth
Armies linked up af Lippstadt, elosoning the Ralr
pocket, we were placed in support of the 104th.
or Timberwolf, Diviston. amd we turned north.
hnmediately following an eighty mile blackout

motor march-—the first one as SPs--we entered
the fluid lines on the Corps left flank to help stem
a threatened breakthrongh aeross the then thin
lines, Succeszfully eompleting this mission, during
which we knocked out our first tank, on April
Sth—the first vne we Lad seen—we renewed our
advanee with the Divigion to the North and then
to the Kast,

April Tth saw the beginning of the rapid dish
from the aves of Nieder Marshurg across the
Weser and Leine Rivers east to the Saale. and
finally to the Mualde River, stopping just short of
the Elbe. We were making 25 to 40 miles a Jav
and our headgquarters and supply sections woere
working 24 hours a dayv to fill the seemingly
limitless thirst of our Helleats for gasoline. We
saw  the hoprors of the German concentration
camyr at Novdhausen and we pushed on with rene-
wed detertnination, by-passing the Harz Moun-
tains, but again helping our Division with able
flank protection by parts of our unit, while the
remainder plunged further ecastwared.

It was at this time that our Reconnaissance
Company as a unit received its baptizin of dire
and came through with renewed vigor and esprit
de corps, As the Harz pocket was eradually ele-
aned up, all amits rejoined the adlvance to the
vast, The Battalion W total was greatly in-
ereased during this period-—one day’s 1otal being
2530 for Reconnaissance Company alone,

All of our units pushed to the Raale River, and
while the remainder continued to the Mulde River,
onr A7 Company paused to help clean up the
eity of Halle Germany’s 10th lareest,

Our pushy hrought to a voluntary halt we now
awalt contact with onr advancing Allies from the.
East  the victorious warriors of the Red Army.
During this time we are retitting and preparing
for further action, wherever it nuy come.

In all its operations the Battalion has displaved
great  wvoersatility, tremendons energy, limitless
initiative, and =plendid teammwork, Whether the
assignment be the static posts and roving patrols
of ADREC; the everready defense of the Roer
sector In the rain and mnd, and later ice aml
snows: or the offensive, fiest with towed guns, and
then RPs; this Battalion has always done a erati-
fving job and made a splendid name for itself.
Never has a sign of lack of courage been dis
playved, but rather, boldness and aggressiveness
have always heen the attitwde of all members of
this organization.

We have been fortun:de in our small losses of
personnel and pur record of having never lost a
primary weapon, but. this has been the result, not
of fate, ut of vigilance and never-ending striving
fur perfection on our part,

Wherever we go, whatever we do, von men of
the 817th can rest azsured that we shall all co
together in continuance of our great team, and
shall maintain our fine record. 1 feel sure that
vou, as well as Loave ready to say to anyons:
“Thix unit i= on call for any task that mayv be in
store for t—and that task will be well done™,

WILLIAM H. BARDIES
Lt. Col.. 817th T. D, Bu.
Commanding.




DEDICATED TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES WHO MADE
THE SUPREME SACRIFICE FOR OUR CAUSE

FINK, LLOYD V. T/5 K. I A SO,

MRS, CATIIRINE FINK, 136 E, LEMON ST. LANCASTER. A,
MISSON, DONALD L. Py K. 1L A. SO QO

MRS LENA MISRSIOND 122 MAIN ST, DALLAS. PAL
GILLEY, GENE  '1Y8 DLOCW. o =07 Q.

MR, EXOCH GILLEY. 215 S0 22nd 8T, PARSONS, KANSAR
MAY, EDWARD V. PVT. KL A =C” GO

ME=, MARY AGUSTYXNIAK, 91 ELK =T, BUFFALO. N Y.

WRAY, HAROLD . PLF.G0 KULA AT CO.
Mit2, LIEFA WRAY. R.F.D, 5 BOX 101, KITTANNING, PA.

MARCO, VITO | KR I K. LA AT GO,

BM=. NICK MATAIRERE. 107 TULLY ST, SYRACUSE. N Y.
GREENER, RAYMOND F. PVT. O, W AT GO,

MRS, AGNES GREENER. 861 HAZEL AVE. AROSLEY. I'A.
MIDYZINSKIL STANLEY J. r.C KoL A CHQT Gy

MESVICTORIA MIDZINSKI, 26060 W, SEVENTH ST, CHESTER, PPAL
BARRILE, ALFRED F. PoFLoC, I 1L A T,

MR ROSE BARRILE. 234 BROADWAY ST, REYNOLDSVILLE, PA.

MALONE, CARL L. P F.Co KL A A7 CO,
MRS, FRANK MALONE, 315 8, 1l ST, MT. VERNON JLLINOIS.

HEIEMAN, EARL JR. PF.Co DOOUW. AT €,

MO JESSIE HEILMAN, R.T). Xo. 2, I'ORD CITY. PA,
LICATA, PATSY . PYVT. D.OW.,  “AY CO.

MRS, RORE LICATA. 141 CLINTON ST. ALBIoX, NUY.
LYONS, MASON J. T/5  K.L A, ~CT CO.

MRS, MARGARET LYONR, RUF. D, No, I, O8WEGO, N Y,
NOWAKOWSKL EDWARD R, IMF.C. K.LA ~RCH” CO.

MES, MARY NOWAKOWRKI, 2558 12th 2T, MILWAUKLEE. WI&,
STAMM, FRANK G JE. =2GT.  K.LA. “AT CO.

MR ELOISE BTAMM, 9006 56th ST PITTSBURGH, A,
RENDON, LOURR M. =67, KL A BT CO.

MRS, CLOTILDIE M, RENDON,

GENERAL DILIVERY. HARLINGEN. TEXAS,

BALLONE, RAYMOND J,  CPL. KR.L A <07 ¢4,
MRR. MARY BALLONE, 1% CONNENTOGA RN WAYNE. PA,

BALL, PHILLIP J.  2GT. K.LAD BT CO,
MES, NATHALIE BALL. 130 X E. 2TREET, SAYRE. PA.

BEEVER, WILLIAM R, T/5  K.L A, “B” 0.
MUIE. MARY AL BEEVER. BOX 36, DOMER, OHI0,

LOGAN, ALBERT R, T/ K.L A,  =A” ¢,
MEH, DELA LOGAN, RLF. DL 4, KELKTON, MARYLAND,
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