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:Auth: CG 8 In! OiTI HEADQUARTERS 

: Oat.,: 1 Feb 1945 817TB TANK DESTROYER BATtALION 
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1 February, 1945 

SUBJEC7: Report Arter Action Again£t Enemy. 

TO The Adj utant General, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 

TH::100GH: Coamanding General, 8th Infantry Division, APO 8, U. S. Army. 

Seotion I 'utl.ority 
Section II Intr0duotion 
S~ction III Report After Action Agains~ Enemy. 
Section IV Annexes 

1. Admi~istrative, 817th T. D. Sn. 
2. Overlay, Operations, 817th T. D. Bn. 
3. Overlay, IntelliGenoe, 817th T. D. Bn. 

SECTION r - AUTHORITY 

In compliance with par 10, A~ 345-105, this report by the 8l7th Tank Des­

tr0yer Battalion, 1 January, 1945, to 31 January, 1945, is submitted. 


SEr:TIC'N II - INTP.ODUCTICN 

1. C~mmand:Ourin~ the time covered by the report the 8l7th Tank Destroyer 

Battalicn operated under the folicwing Peadquarters and Commanders: 


,. 
a. Ninth Army - - - - - - - Lt Gen ~VilUam H. SIMPSON 
b. X:X Corps - - - - - - - "~aj Gan R8.:y1nond S. McLAIN . 
c. 8th Infantry Divislcn- - Brig Gan W. G. WEAVER ( 
d. 2nd Tank Destroyer Group Lt. Col. BE1L 
e. 8I7th 'rank Destroyer Bn Lt. Col. Willia.rn. H. BARDES I 

2. Composition of 8l7th Tank De8troy~r Battalion: 

a. Organic COlJ1lUanders 

Headquarters Company capt William J. EDGaR 
t! At! Company 1st Lt. Howard M. VOGEL 
"B" Comp~ capt John T. CKENEISER 
"e" Conlpany capt Robert L. McKENZIE 
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3. This operation report covers the comhat action of the 8l7th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion d1U'ing the period since the last report which was sub­
mitted as of 312400A December, 1944. 

4. V.APS: 

The following maps were used in this operations 

Central Europe, 1/100,000 ­

Germany, 1/25,000 

SECTION III - REPORT AFTER ACTION AGAINST ENEMY 

1 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. Battalion &ttaohed to 8th Infantry Division with Comp~ A support­
ing th& 28th and 12lst Infantry Regiments; Company B supporting the 13th Infan­
try Regiment; and COD1pany C supporting the 113th Meohanized. Cavalry Group. 
3" guns are d~ in for anti-tank: defense ooordinated with 8th Infantry Division 
anti-tank defenses. Alternate positions have been selected and prepared to 
meet any possible enemy attack floom adjoining sectors. A number of gun. are 
uaed for firing star Shell (illuminating) missions in oooperation with 8th 
DiTision Artillery units. Five forward observation pOltl are maintained by 
our Reconnaissanoe Platoons of Headquarters Company. 

b. CQlUtID POST LOCATICllS 

Battalion • • • • • • 029378 

Company A • • • • • • 023335 

Company B • • • • • • 055375 

Company C • • • • • • 073397 


2. OPERAT!C!lS: 

COMPANY A -- Continued work on defense of area. Put 13th 3-inch gun into 
podtion, between HURTGEN and aERllETER. 

CCllPAlfY B -- CoDtinued work on defense of ar.... MOTed tiro 3-inoh guna Ilightly 
to improve fields of tire. 

COKPABY C -- Continued work on def.nse or area. Plaoed 13th 3-1noh gun into 
position 
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RECOOHAISSA~r.E PLATOCNS -- Moved one 1t-8 emplacement to area walt of KLEUmAU. 
Moved CP of seoond platoon to same area. Continued operation of outposts. 
Sighted a 10 man enemy patrol at 0930 hours at 0715~11S. Placed 1S-JIlRt PA! 
gun in position and Rcn personnel manning it. 

s. KIDIY AC'l'IVITY: 

a. EJlUI¥ aircraf't are aotive over our installations, .trafing in 
the KIEINHAU, HTJRTGEN, GERYETER areas. One ME 109 ..... "een .hot down by 
friendly II unit. EDelll¥ artillery fire was moderate in all seotors. Small 
soale infantry attaok 'Q.S attempted by the enemy in the BERGSTEIN sector but 
wu repelled by friendly infantry 1I'ith artillery in support. Small ene~ 
patrol attempted to infiltrate Division lines at F 010S2900. The patrol W'U 
disper8ed and repelled by friendly infantry. 

2 January, 1945 

1. SITUATICII: 

a. No change. 

b. CP LDCArrONS -- No ohange. 

2. OPERATIONS I 

CCUPANY A -- '~cntinued work on defense of area. Surveyed in one gun to tire 
illuminating &hell on call of division. 

CCIlPA.fi B Continued work on defense of area. 

Continued work on defense ~ area. 

RECONNAISSlNCF. PU~OC5S -- Continued to operate outposts. Improved gun 
emplaoements. 

~. ENEMY ACTIVITY: 

a. Enemy Artillery fire was light to moderate throughout the Divi­
sion seotor. Five enemy tanks, type undetermined, seen at F 12424080. No· 
movement ....s reported of these tanks closer to our lines. 

:5 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No ohange. 

b. CP LOCATImm -- No ohange. 

2 .:JPERATl DNS : 

CC!dPANY A -- Contizmed work on defense of area. Prepared position for addi­
tional 75-nm PAX gun just reoeived. 

SECRE'l' 
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COMPANY B -- Cnntinued work on defens~ of area. Prepared position for 

additional 75-mm PA!{ gun just reoeived 


CQ4PANY C -- Continued work on defense of area. 


RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS -- Continued to operate outposts. 


3. 	 ENEMY ACTIVITY: 

a. Enemy artillery fire was light t~oughout the division leotor 
but mortar fire was intensified in the Tioinity of F 106379. No armored 
activity. 

4 January, 1945 

1. 	 SITUATION: 

a. 	 No ohange. 

b. 	 CP LOCATIONS -- No ohange. 

2. OPERATIONS: 

CCl4PANY A Continued work on defense of area. 

COMPANY B Continued work on detense of area. 

CCYP.~NY C Continued work on defense ot area. Dug and prepared eight 
alternate pOlitions south of GEY to be ocoupied in the event of a breakthrough 

in 104th Infantry Division Sector. 


RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS -- Continued to operate outposts. 


3. 	 ENEMY ACT IVITY : 

a. Bn~ artUlery was moderate. Air burst artil1ery ....s reported 
being used in the HURTCEN and VOSSENACY. seotor. No enemy armor was reported. 

5 t.TIUl1JarY, 1945 

1. 	 SITUATION: 


... Bo ohAnge. 


b. 	 CP LOCATICNS -- No ohange. 

2. 	 OPERA!I ClNS: 

CC'IIPAIY .l -- Continued work on det.Dse of area. Fired 12 round, ot BE to 

regilter in gun on SCIDIID'l', and 10 rounds of Star Shell at lame ar.... 


CCllPANY B -- Continued to work on d.fen.. of a rea. 


CafPAJr C --·Continued work on d.fense or are... 
 • 
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REC~NNAISSANCE PLATOONS -- Contiuued to operate outposts. 

:5. ENEIlY ACTIVITY: 

a. Enemy artillery was moderate to light throughout the ,ector. 
Smoke WfJ.t!l 'lsed briefly during the afternoon iD the vioinity F 0834. F 0835 
Ilrea. Four or five well camouflaged self-propelled guns wre observed vio 
F 0431. l!:nemy air was inaotive. 

6 January, 1945 

1. SIrtJATIrN: 

a. No che.nge 

b. CP LeCATIONS -- No ohange. 

2. OPERAT! ONS : 

C'(1HPANY A -- C;ontinued work on defense of a rea. Placed additional 15-1!IIl 
PAX gun in position. 

CCMPANY B - Contin'ted work on defense of area. Fired 16 rounds of HE to 
register gun on various points. prepared to fire star Shells. 


C~PANY C -- Continued work on defense of area. 


RECONNAISSANCE PLATn~NS -- Continued to operate outposts. 


3. ENEMY ACTIVITY:. 
a. No armored activity. Artillery fire was light throughout the 

sector. .r~nemy mortar fire was heavy in the vioinity. No enenw air aotivity 
reported. . 

7 JMuary, 1945 

1. SITUATION 

a. No change. 

b. CP LCoCATIONS No change. 

2. OPERAT! ('NS: 

cav~ANY A Continued work on defense of area. 

CCMPANY' B Continued work on defense of area. 

CCMPA.~Y C Continued worlc on defense of area. 

RSCONNAISSANCE PLATOONS -- Continued to operate outposts. 

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY: 
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A. Enemy artillery fire light in the seotor and flare aotivity 

waR predominant along the entire Division front. No enemy air aotivity. 
~ro armored aotivity. 

8 January, 1945 

1. 	 SITUATION: 

a. 	 No ohange. 

b. 	 CP LOCATIONS -- Ho ohange. 

2. OPER-1TICNS: 

C~ANY A Continued work on defense ot area. 

COMPANY B Continued work on defense of area. 

CWPANY C Continued work on defense of' are e .• 

RECONNA!SSANCE PLATootlS Continued to operate outposts. 

:5. 	 ENEMY ACTIVITY: 

a. Mortar fire was intense i:rl the V()SSEHACK sector. Bo reportl of 
armored aotivity in lector. Ho enemy air activity. 

9 January, 194fi 

1. 	 SITUATICll: 

a. 	 No ohange. Reoehed tour 3" guns and tranaferred three 75-. 
PAX guns to 8th Inf..ntry Division. 

b. 	 CP LOCATICrm -- No ohange. 

2. 	 oPERATIONS: 

COMPANY A -- Continued work on defense of area. Prepared pOlitions for two 

additional 3-inoh guna. 


COIPABY B -- Continued work on defensf'l of area. Prepareti position for ODe 


additional 3-inoh gun. 


C(J4pABY C -- Contin\lltd work ou defense of a rea. Prepared po.ition for 0_ 

additional 3-inch gun. 


RECC1l'NAISSANCF. PL.-1TO(JlS -- Continued to operate outposts. 


~. 	 ENEMY ACTIVITY's 

a. EDeJI;.Y artillery oontinued to be light to moderate. Our OP. re­
ported ene~ vehiole aotiYity in the Tioinity ot F 004308. !hey al.o reported 
t9ur men digging alit trenches in Tioinity ot F 064309. Thil iDtormation .... 
relqed thru ohamela and friendly artillery diapersed all actiTity. There ..a 
no araor reported "along the DiTiaion seotor._.-1.1 




10 January. 1945 

1. SI'l'UATIOlh 

a. 110 change. 

b. Of LOCATIONS -- 110 ohange. 

2. tI'ERA'lI (liS I 

. C<ltPANY A -- Continued work on detea.e or area. Plaoed two 3-inoh guD8 in 
po.itioD. both 111 VOSSEB.ACK area. 

CmlPANY B - Continued wnrk on det... ot area. Plaoed ODe 3-inoh gun in 
pOlition. in KLEINBAU area. 

COMPANY C -- CoDtinued work OD deren.e of area. Plaoed one 3-inch gun in 
position in LA.NGENBRUICH area. 

RECONNAISSANCE P~OONS -- Continued to operate outPO.tl. 

3. EBIIY AC'rm'lY: 

a. 110 eD8~ armored aotinty along divieion tront. There was no 
eDBDIY' air aotinty. EDeIll\Y artillery reported to be light throughout the 
lector. 

11 January. 1945 

1. SITOAT! C!h 

a. No change. 

b. CP LOCATIONS - No ohange. 

2. OPERA!lOllS I 

COIPABr A -- Cont111ued to iMprove detense ot area. 

C(J4FANY B Continued to improve detense ot area. 

CCIAPANY C Continued to impro~ deteuae ot area.
• 

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS -- Continued to operate outpo.t•• 

3. ENBIlY .ACTIVITY:. 

a. There was an inorease ot enemy artillery and was e.peoially 
heavy in the HUR'lGEN and GBY .eotorl. Enemy fighters were active over the 
Division front. ODI enem;y pll.D8 was shot down in the vioinity F 04203620 
and one plane was shot down at 04503359 and both pilot. parachuted and were 
oaptured by frleDdly Infantry. One plane believed to have been firing rooket. 
DUVie a direot hit upon a house in BRANDENBURG. 
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12 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No ohange. 

b. CP LOCATIONS - No ohange 

l. OPERAT! rns: 

COMPANY A -- Fired 5 rds star shell in SCHMIDT area on request of 119th 
Arty Group. Continued to maintain and improve defense of a rea. 

C(Jlpll'Y B - Continued to maintain and improve defensee of area. Guard of 
Co. B in BOGHEIM ohal1~d an officer and seven men in a jeep who were un­
familiar with password and'states they were from Troop E. Officer gave his 
name as Lt. Riohardson and oonvinoed guard of his identl.ty and was allowed 
,to oontinue. A cheok with 113th Cav reveals they have no offioer by that 
name in Troop E. Adjoining units warned to watoh for these men. 

COMPL~ C -- Ccntinuad to maintain and improve defenses of area. 

RECONNAISSANCE PL~TCONS -- Continued to maintain and operate outposts. OP #1 
was pushed baok with 309th Inf on an enemy attaok. Ground was regained by 
309th and our OP remanned later in d~. 

3. ENEMY ACT IVITY : 

a. OUr CPs reported heavy vehicular traffio vioinity 117376. The 
enemy made a small attaok in vioinity of 010304 at 1125 hours. It o,nsisted of a 
heaTy artillery barrage followed by a small infantr)" attaok upon friendly infan­
try pillboxes in that vioinity. The attack was repulsed by infantry-artillery 
team with no ground lost. EIl8~ artillery upon other seotors of the division 
front was light. No armor was reported in the seotor. 

13 January, 1945 

1. SITU}'t'ION: 

a. No change. 

b.CP LOCATI~S -- No ohange. 

2. OPERATI CIlS I 

CCMPANY A Continued to maintain and improve defenses of a rea. 

CCMPANY B Continued to maintain and improve d.:ense. or area. 

COMPANY C Continued to maintain and improve defenses o~ are~ 
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:-s X';NA.ISSA.~:;E PLAT r rns -- Continue i to maintai n and operate ou~post•• 
Plans ~ reconnaissance made for reorganization of outpost•• 

3. E~EHY ACTIVITY: 

p. Snsmy artillery and mortar firo showed a marked inorease in the 
U1.i'I'~?JlAUBAC~ and BE~G-STEIN sectors. All enemy ferce of 150 foot troops attem­
pted to ret~e hill 400 in the BS~~TErN seotor. After censiderable exohange 
of small arms ;ire and with aid of friendly artillery the attack was repulsed 
with consi\~rabl~ losses to the enemy. Armored vehicles were not reported 
Of'i)Osite the divilsion sector 

14 January, 1945 

1. n'T'lJATTr'N: 

a. No chanl1;e. 

CCl'-PANY A Maintained and improved defellses of aren. 

'~,-::t'?AlIo-Y B ~!l:I.int;ained and impr')ved defenses of aroa. fired 12 rd8 star 

sl,ell at ~ir'3ction of 43rd F.I•• F.D.C. 


C~rANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 


Y.aintained and continued to operate outposts. 

3. ENEMY STTUATI0N: 

a. There was a decroase in art~llery fire in the sector over the 
13th. Three 1~ 1:)9s a:)peared over the s ector flying :,:w. Th~y did not strafe 
the secter. No armor was reported. Three ene~y patrols est~II1At;ed. stren;th of 
20 men e9.ch attempted to :;r08S the RoeI' river vicinity F 116*89, F 116404 and 
F 113373. The att.ack was repulsed. 

15 January. 1945 

1. STTUAT~U:': 

a. }!o ohan,~e. 

b. CP LCCA~T')!rS -- No change. 

2. OPEPATIO;S: 

0CUPh.}.7 A -- l~aint9.i~ed and improved defenses of a relJ. Fired one star shell 
mission at raquest o~ Division Artillery 

C(llPMTY B -- Maintaint3d and improved defenses of area. 



C(lMP.A~ry C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 


REC'''NNAT;:;S/... !lCE PLATOONS Vaintained and oontinued to operate outposts. 


3. ENEMY J..C"'IVITY: 

a. Reports of the landing of paratroopers in the UNTERMAU3ACF­
OBERVAUBACH sectors was investigated by a oOMbat motorized patrol headed 
by the C.,). 0ur OPs in this vicinlty reported that several flares had 
been dropped bv a single plane but that they had heard no groups of planes 
over the area and had llat seen an~T paraohutists dropped. Patrol oould not 
confirm any of the paraohutist report. OPs reported that there was some 
enemy activity along the Roer river in vicinity of OEERMAUBACH as an enemy 
~atrol was being repulsed along the bank of the river. Ene~v artillery 
fire was moderate. No armor was reported for the period. 

16 January, 1945 

1. SITUAl'I')~ ~ 

a. No change. 

b. CP L()CATIONS - no charge. 

z. OP~!{,f..TIONg: 

CC~WA~ A -- Maintained and improved defenses of ~ea. 

C~NY B Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

CCMPANY C Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

?ECOtTNAISSANCE PLATCC!lS Maintained and continued to operate outposts. 

3. E~ ACTIVITY: 

a. Artillery waa light for ~8 period. No enemy air or armor was 
report~d. 

17 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No change. 

b. CP UlC~'{'::rf1NS -- No ohange. 

2. CPERATTCNS: 

C~ANY A -- Maintained end improved defenses of area. 

~PANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Pires 4 rda Star 
shell at request 01 division artille~. 



CC\1PANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

RECOFNAISSANCE PLAT'OTS 2nd Platoon moved its CP to 017322. Moved one 
M-8 to vic 017322 to cover approaches from southwest. 

3. ID.'EMY ACTIVITY: 

Th~ only enemy activity reported tor the period was light artille~ 
fire direoted at th~ GEY, OBERMAUBACH, BRAJIDENBURG and VOSSENACK sectors. 
One en~ observation plane dropped numerous flares over the GEY sector dur­
ing the hours of darkness. 

18 January, 1945 

1. SITUATI ON: 

a. No chan~. 

b. CP Lc'CATIONS -- No change. 

COl~ANY A -­ maintained and iMproved def~nseB of area. Fired 3 rds star 
shells for 12lst lnf Regt. 

COMPANY B -­ Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 9 rds star 
Ahells for Div. arty. 

COMPANY C -­ Maintained and improved defenseR of area. 

RECmJNAISSAN CE PLATcars Continued to operate outposts. Maintained and 
improved defen~es of area. 

3. ENEMY .~CTIVl'I'Y: 

a. No armvr reported. enemy artillery oontinued to Le liGht. Cne 
enemy plane on reconnaissance mission was ever the division sector during 
the hours (If darkness. -Nhi te ground flares were numerous along the front. 
Numerous enemy vehicles mostly large vans or trucks were seen moving on the 
road between NIDEGGEll and BERG to the }Tl!;. 

19 January, 1945 

1. SITUATIOn: 

a. No ohange. 

b. CP LOCATIONS -- No change. 

CctPANY A -- Maintained and improved defensos of area. Fired ona Star Shell 
f~r Div A~'. Obs91'ved fire for 28th lnf Regt on an enemy truck and trailer 
at 049300 -- recorded 4 hi~~. 

....• .< 
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C{J!PANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 


COMPANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 


RECClJNAISSANCE PLATOONS continued to operate outposts. Maintained and 

improved defenses of area. 

:3. PLANS AND ORDERS: 

a. Prepared Withdra.wal Plan which employs three routes of with­
dra.wal in the event of withdrawal. (See Section IV -- AlINEXES). 

4. ENEllY ACTIVITY: 

a. Enemy artillery showed a slight inorease over the previous 
~l Single unident1fie(~ plane flying SE to SW over Bn stlotor at 2300 
hours. One enemy patrol of six men attempted to infiltrate in Vic 
F 091359 at 0500 hours but was repulsed. No armor reported. 

20 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No ohange. 

b. CP LOCATIONS -- No ohange. 

2. OPERAT I (!IS: 

CCI.U'ANY A -- Maintained and iDlproved defenses of area. 

C~ANY B -- l4a.iuta.ined and improved defenses of area. 

CCIlPANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of a.rea. 

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS Continued to operate outposts. Vaintained and 
iJnprovec\ defenlles of &rCa. 

s. ENEMY ACTIVITY t 

a. EDIII\Y artillery was again light over the seotor. OW' 1st P1t 
Co A reported a German truck and trailer parked in v1oin~ty 040301. P1t 
Ldr aoted a8 forward observer for artillery and the truck and trailer were 
lmooked out. Ene1ll\Y air aotivity was limited to two reoonna1u&Doe planes 
during tl» hour. of darkneae. No armor was reported during tbill period. 

21 Jan\al")" , 1945 

1. SITUATIC5: 

a. 110 ohang•• 

b. CP LOCAT! (ltS - No ohange. 



2. CPEPATTC'NS: 

C~PANY A -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

CNPANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of a rea. 

CCl~ANY C -- ~~intained and improved defenses of area. 

RE:CONNATSSANCE PLAT(I{'NS -- l!aintained ana. iPtproved defenses of. area. Con­
tinued t.e operate outposts. 

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY: 

a. Ene~ artillery fire was light for the period. A seven man 
patrol in the vicinity of F 072326 was reported by one of our OPs and re­
la.yed i '\ the Artillery, who tock the patrol 1.Ulder fire. Air support re­
ported enemy vehicles in vic of F 137331, and were subsequently bombed by 
P-47s. 

22 January, 1945 

1. SITUATICN: 

a. No ohange. 

b. CP LOCATICNS -- No change. 

2. CPERAT I ('NS : 

CClltPANY A -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired twc rds star 
shell on request of Div Arty. 

CC}.IPANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Prepared position in 
KlEINHAU area for one additional 3-i:cch gun. 

COMPANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Prepared position 
for one additional 3-inch gun in KLEINHAU area. \ 

EECONNAISSAN;E PLATOONS -- Maintained and improved defenses of' are_. Con­
tinued to operate outposts. 

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY: 

a. Enemy artillery was light ~th interdictory barrages being 
prevalent in the GEY sector. Flare activity continued to be prevalent in 
all sectors during the houri of darkne~s. No armor reported in the sector. 

23 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No change 

b. CP LOCATI eNS -- No change 
I 



2. OPERATIONS: 

COMPANY A -- ~aintained and improved defenses of area. Fired five rds star 
shell on request of Div Arty. 

CCIlPANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Placed one gun in 
position in Y.LEINHAU AREA. 

C(MPANY C -- llaintained and improved defenses of area. Placed one gun in 
position in KLEINHAU area. 

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS -- Mailltained and improved defenses of area. Con­

tinued to operate outposts. 


3. ENEMY ACTIVITY: 

a. The battalion sector Was extremely quiet with but a few rounds 

of artillery falling in the B~RGSTEIN sector. Two enemy tanks were reported 

SE of STOCKEEDl at 0930 hours. No enemy air activity. 


24 January, 1945 

1. SITTJATICN: 

a. No change. 

b. CP LOCATIONS -- No change. 

2. OPERATI ONS : 

CClMPANY A -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Moved one 3-inch gun 
fram position to where gun used for star Shell is looated to fire indirect 
mission. fer Dlv Arty as r~quested. 

CCUPANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Moved one 3-inch gun 
from position to Where gun used for Star Shell is located to fire indireot 
missions for Div Arty as requested. 

COMPANY C -- Caintained and improved defense. of area. 

RECOONATSSA.l;J'CE 'PLATCONS Maint~j ned and improved defense. of s.rea. Contin­
ued to operate outpost3. 

3. ENEPlY ACT IVI TY : 

a. Enemy artillery showed a slight increase over the previous period. 
The bulk of the artillery falling in the agy seotor. One of our OPs reported 
enemy personnel in the vioinity of 074311 several t~e. during the period. No 
armor ".s reported. 

25 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No ohange 
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~.~:,!. 
b. CP LOCATICNS -- No change. 

2. OPERATIONS: 

BATTALIOF -- Bn C.O., S-3, RO, and CO of B Co reconnoitered area for switoh' 
positions to strengthen defenoes along 8th Division northern and southern 
boundaries in the event a breakthrough was effected in .eotors of l04th Inf. 
Div on the left and 78th Int Div on the right. 

CCIlPANY A -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 18 rds BE (Re) 
on request od Div Arty. 

COMPANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 48 rds HE (RC) 
ou request ad Div Arty. 

C~ANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS Maintained and iMproved defenss6 of area. Contin­
ued to operate outposts. 

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY: 

a. Enemy artillery and mort~r fire continued light in the Battalion 
sector. Cne of our OPs reported 7 Cermana camouflaging a road running SE from 
DROVE. Air support reported eight enemy tanks in vicinity of 070312. No 
enemy air aotivity. 

26 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No ch'Ulge. 

b. CP LOCATIONS -- No chnnge. 

2. OPERATF1l<TS : 

CCMPANY A -- M").jntained and improved defenses of are',. 

COMPANY B -- Maintained and improvec defenses of area. Fired 20 rds HS (Re) 
on direction of Div Arty. 


COMPANY C -- Maintainod and improved def~nses of area. 


RECONNAISSAN~ PLAT00NS -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Contin­
ued to operate outposts. 

3. ENEMY ACT IVITY : 

a. Enemy artillery and mortar fire oontinued to be light. One of 
the CPs reported reo~iving sniper fire in the BERGSTEIN area. Information 
was acted on by the artillery but without result as the sniper was again 
aQtiva. No enenv air •.ctivi ty. Armor was not reported opp 081te our sector 

Si.-'E! 




27 January, 1945 

1. SITUATTCN: 

a. No ohange. 

b. CP LOCATIONS -- No change. 

2. CPERATIONS: 

CCMPANY A -- Mnintsined and improvad defenses of a rea. 

CCMPANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 20 rda W. (R~) 
on direotion of Div Arty. 


CCUPANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of a rea. 


RECCWNAISSANCE PLATOONS :..- Mainta.ined and improved defenses of areR. Con­
tinued to operate outposts. 

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY: 

a. Enemy artillery was light to moderate exoept in the GEY seotor 
where artillery fire was heavy. No ene~ air activity was reported. Our OF 
4 repor-ted four men moving around a farm house at 088338 end the Ilrtillery 
aoting on this information placed nine rounds in that vioinity. No hits 
were reoorded and the men s~on oame out of the house and inspeoted the ora­
tors made 1,:' the friendly shells. Air reoonn.. iss&noe reports 10 tanks and 
15 vehicles in vioinity of F 184377. P-47. and long range artillery were 
plaoed on the target. 

28 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No ohange. 

b. CP LOCATIONS -- No ohange. 

2. OPERATIONS: 

COMPANY A -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 2 rds star 
shell on request ~ Div Arty. 

CCllPARY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of a rea. Fired 22 rds HE(RC) 
on direotion of Div Art,y. 


CCMPANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 


PECONNAISSANr.8 PLATOONS -- Maintained and improved defenses or area. Con­
tinued to operate outpo.ts. 

http:outpo.ts


3. ENEJ,{Y ACT I VITI : 

a. E~e~v artillery fire was extremely li~ht throughout the Batta­
lion se~tor. One enemy plane flew over the seotor during the hours of dark­
ness. It was apparently on a reconnaissanoe mission. There were no reports 
of armor op?osite our sector. 

29 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No ~~ange. 

b. CP LOCATIOJ-!S -- No ohan&e. 

2. OPERATICNS: 

CCMPArrr A -- Maintained ~d improved defenses of aroa. Fired 1 rd star shell 
on requeRt of Div Arty. Fired 54 rds EE(RG) in support of 45th F. A. 

C~IPAF.Y B -- Maintained and improVBd defenses of aroa. ~ired 132 rds HE(RC) 
in s~port of 43rd F. A. 

COMPANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

REC()NNA.l S~ANCE PLATI-ONS -- Maintained and improved d49fenses of area. Con­
tinued to operate outposts. 

a. Enemy artillery fira in tJ1e battalion s ector was light to negli­
gible. One enemy reconnaissanoe plane appeared over sector during hours of 
darkness. There was no armor reported in the seotor. During the hours of 
d&.rkness there was considerable fh.re activity in the VOSSENACK seotor. 

30 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No ohan~e. 

b. CP LOCATTnNS ~ro ohange. 

2. OPF:~\T TONS: 

C(}APANY A -- Maintained IUld iliproved defenses of area. Fired 329 rdl3 of HE 
in support of 43rd F. A. 

CCllPANY B -- Maintaimd and :bnproved defenses of area. Fired 164 rds of HE 
in support of 13rd F. A. 

COMPANY C -- Maintained and. improved defenses of area. Five EM wounded and 
one killed when men were caught in a:tillery barrage laid down by enemy, 
enroute to obtain hot meal. 

r t.\ 
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SECRE.J, ....... ..
~ 

!tECO!WAISS..\38'2 PLAT:CNS -- Maintained and improved defenses of uea. 
Continued to operate outposts. 

3. EN"),;Y ACTIVITY: 

!t. Enemy artil1erJ a.,,:ain rema.ined light throughout the sE:lotor. 
One enemy SP gun fired 30 - 40 rds in the ~TRASS seotors 1630 - 1830 hra. 
There was no enemy air aotivity over the battalion sector. Thera was some 
armor reported opposite the 78th Inf Div sector to our south but the type 
and number ~as not known. The armor made no appearanoe opposite our sector. 

31 January, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No oh&!lge. 

b. CP LeCATIONS -- No ohange. 

z. OPERATICNS: 

BATTAL!~N -- Bn C.O., S-3, RO, CO ~amp~ C reconnoitered area for switoh 
positions to strengthen dE:lfenses alon~ division northern and southern boun­
darif:ls in the event a breakthrou3h is effeoted in sectors oi" 104th Inf Div 
on the left and the 78th Inf Div on the right. 

CCMPANY A -- Maintained and ir.~roved defenses of area. Fired 4 rd. star 
shell cn request of 45th F. A. 

COMPANY B -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 7 rds star 
~hell on request of G-3. 8t~ Infantry Division. 

CrnPANY C -- 1iaintained and improved defenses of area. 

RECONNAISSA.l.ICE PLATOOOS -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. Con­
tinued to cperate outposts. 

3. ENEv.Y ACTIVITY: 

a. Five tanks were observed in ~IEDERAU 12484Z15 at 1430 hours. 
Friendly artillery placed sernade on tc.m.. Resu1 tEl unknown. No enem;y 
air activity ,faS evidenced. Heavy vehicular aotivity was reported on the 
SOLLER-ST( ·:;KliEnl highway by our OP 5. Friendly artillery plaoed fire on 
this road. 

WILLIAM H. BARDES 
Lt. Col., 817th T. D. Bn. 

Commanding 
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817TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION 
S-l ADMINISTRATIVE ANNEX FOR OPERATIONS REPORT PERIOD 1 JAN 45 to 31 JAN 45 

BATTIE CASUALTIES TOTAL SICK 

KILLED WOUNDED MISSING CAPTURED TOTAL AND NON-BATTIE 
CASUALTIES 

OFFICERS 0 1 0 0 1 0 

E.M. 2 9 0 0 11 12 

TOTAL 2 10 0 0 12 12 

RE nTFCRCEl~l!TS 

Date Officer. Enlisted M8n Total 

1 JlUluary. 1945 0 5 5 
8 January. 1945 0 2 2 

10 Ja.nua~, 1945 0 2 2 

14 January. 1945 0 1 1 
16 January, 1945 0 4 4 

17 Janua!Z, 1945 0 2 2 

21 Janua.!Z, 1945 0 2 2 

25 January, 1945 0 2 2 

TOTAL 0 20 XI} 

STATUS OF SUPPLY 

1. STATUS OF SUPPLY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY, 1945: 

a. During month status or supply did not change. 

Class I -(2) two days 8upp1y on hand. 

Class III -(2) two days supply on hand. 

Class V -One hundred per cent (100%) basio load 



