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I c T i v A T E D December 15, 1941, a few days a f ter a declara-
l t i o n of w a r , a t F o r t S i l l , Ok lahoma , t h e E I G H T H U S -
^ DRED E I G H T E E N T H T a n k Destroyer B a t t a l i o n f o l l owed the 
3 u a l r o u t i n e of u n i t s organized d u r i n g t h a t per iod by par-
c i p a t i n g i n nuraeroua f ie ld maneuvers and finally e n t e r i n g 
j m b a t . 

Personnel for t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n came f r o m a n t i - t a n k bat-
^ries of the O N E H U N D R E D F O B T T - S E C O N D , S E V E N T Y - S E V E N T H , 
nd T H K E E H u N n R E D F O R T Y - N I N T H F i e l d A r t i l l e r y r e g i m e n t s , 
l e n s tat ioned at F o r t S i l l , Ok lahoma , as school troops . 
E a r l y i n 1942 t h e b a t t a l i o n accompanied t h e E I G H T E E N T H 

i e ld A r t i l l e r y B r i g a d e to Camp Bowie , Texas, where t h e 
n i t c ont inued i t s field t r a i n i n g and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n ma-
euvers i n L o u i s i a n a d u r i n g t h e summer . 

F e w records are ava i lab le f r o m late 1942 u n t i l the hat-
i l i o n was at tached to the F I F T H I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n i n I r e -
i n d on A p r i l 29, 1944, for f u t u r e general suppor t w h e n the 
' i v i s i o n took i t s p a r t i n the invas i on of France . 

L e a v i n g i t s home s t a t i o n , S towe l l P a r k , " W i l t s h i r e , E n g -
m d , on J u l y 11 , 1944, t h e u n i t marched to the p o r t of em-
a r k 1, W e y m o u t h , E n g l a n d , d e b a r k i n g a t U t a h Beach, 
' raiK J u l y 14. T h r e e days la te r the b a t t a l i o n was com-
l i t t e d to combat w i t h the F I F T H I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , and 
ought w i t h t h e d i v i s i o n f r o m t h a t t i m e u n t i l December 
0, when i t was detached f r o m the F I F T H I n the T H I R D 
L r m y ' s r e g r o u p i n g for t h e B a t t l e of t h e Bulge . F o l l o w i n g 
hat date, i t f o u g h t for the most p a r t w i t h the T w e n t y - S i x t h 
n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . 

I. The Eight Hundied and EishUcnth Tank Deitroyer Battalion wai bil­
leted in Murlough Houic during iti training dayi in Ireland. 

2. When an Eight Hundred and Eishtecnth T. D. thell hit a German 
Tiger tank, the camera recorded the retult. 

3. Eight Hundred and Eighteenth T. D. blatts German poiilloni acroii 
the Seine river at Fontainebleau. 


