. tAUTH: CG 26 Inf Div:
HEADQUARTERS :DATE: 1 Mgrch 1945
TTSTROYER BATTALION :I0IT: 72 JSB, adj.,:
1876tk TD Batialion. :
APO 436, US Army,
1 March 1945.

UBJ=CT:  After Action Ageinst the Inemy Report.

0 ¢ Cemmending General,
26th Infantry Divislon,
APO 26, US Army.

In compliance with peregranh 10, change 4, AR 345-105, the following
revort is submitted for the period 1 February 45 to 28 Fedruary 45 imclusive:

1. PERSONEL:

a. Total effective strength at bteglnning of period:
380 1 WO 546 .
at end of »eriod:
41 0 1 W 624 EM.

b. Killed in actien: XNone.
Wounded in action: One.
Missine im action: KHone.

c. Zelnforcement received:
Total ef 93, 25 of which were RTD's.

2. INZMY: §/
a. ldentifications: The only major wnilt in coantact during the period was /7
the 719th Inf Div. Tnisg is an under-strength Div estimated to have 3,500 troope »
on 15 Feb 45, There wns . some evidence of fill-in troops of poor quality being usedfﬁ
but this wes rmch less in evidence than during orevious periods in this section of
the Siesfried Line. The 347th Inf Div was Jjust right of our sector and the 416th -
Inf Div wes just left. v
b. Summary of enemy opsrations: The eneny seemed content to hold fest ‘
in his Siesfried Line fortifications. Enery was generally inactive but was quick
to Tesist eur efforts to take more of Searlautern ard emlarge our bridgehead. INa-
sistance wes mostly from small arms end rmortar fire. Artillery fire was lisht
throughout. Only small locel countersttaciis were launched by the enemy. On one
sccastion two tarnizg and 3 SP guns were reported. Inemy air was inactive.
c. Istimrted enemy lesses curing vweriosd: 26th Inf Jiv 5-2 report lists
tine followlns enemy lesses for the periocd: Pi's - 50; En Killed ~ 374; ZEn woumded-
784; Vehicles knocked gut - 1B.
The followlng eneiy losses were 2 direct result of actier. of 818th
TJ Bn during period:
Pill boxes venetrated - 25
Occupied houres destroved 8
HG'y destroved
QP's castroyed . e~
Casuelties gaflicted » 75 a2 \i\y _
d. TZnemy morele and status of e~ " .nent: ZEnemy morele seemeé&?%és;ST‘$
an: ' to be lcw. Howevar, there was no evidence that the Gérman Comierders did
not have the situstion well in hond zné there were Tew instances of willful surren-
der or cesertioa. lnany, soldiers were well equipped. However there was & shortoge
of wrtillery, tronsport (indiceted Dy cowuron usage of horse-drawn transpvort), Armor
#nd of course, elr suvport. Sinall arms anrunition wes plentiful. P''s revwort thet
most trooms get one or two hot m-als = day, whica had to be drought up to them at
night.

e. FPrigoners canturasd: ‘lone.

3. LD OPTRLTIOLS:

a. Throuchout the ar*ire beriod the BISth TD Ba was etchd to the 26 Inf
2iv, asgd to LKL Corme, Third army. Durimg entire neriod, 2d Cav Op was on our left
flank. The XV Corvs, Seventh Armr, has been om our right flank with the 106hhCav
Gp occupying the adjeining sector for soproximately holf of the period and the 101
Cav 3v cccunring it the latter mart of the nericd under XXIDerws.
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b. Regerves. Durirg the entire neriod one gun comparny was in gen spt ol
v omd the two companies in dir s t of Regte generally had one pl in reserve.

c. Summary of Operastiens. Throughout the periocd the 51&th IT Bn was atché
to the 26 Iaf Div which was in 2 defensive pos covering a very wide sectsr with one
bridgehesd across the Sasr river at Saarlautern.

On 1 Feb 45 o B was in pos ir dridgeheed aree im dir spt of 104 Iaf
Regt. Co C was in moe areurd the right flank of DMv zone ia Air spt of the 328 Regt
Co A was i gzen spt of iv im vic of Berus. No action. On 2 Feb Co B 3d pl fired
2 rds APC &ané 2 rds ZE w/ OT 105 fuze oa nillbex in Sasrlauteram, penetrating it and
inflicting unknowr number of casualties on the ex eccupants. Other umits »/c, »o
action. Rem Jo 24 & 38 »l's cortimued to man OP's im Searlautern and vic Yadgassen.
On 3 Teb Jo B 3d ypl fired 2 rds APC & 2 rds I w/ CT 105 fuze at plllbox in Scar-
leutern, range 450 yds. Two hite ebteined but with no effect on »illbox. Cne sec
of 1st pl To B reld one sec 2d pl Co B ia pos at (280813; the sec of 2d »l moved
back to pos at the bridge iz Saarlautern 3282801. Other humits, m/c.

On 4 and 5 Feb all units remaind in seme locatiens. o action. On 6
Feb Co 2 1st 1l reld 3d pl in ready pos in Mfferten; 3d vl moved back to reserve
pes in Uberherra. 328 Iaf Regt reld by 101 Inf Regt at daylight and Jo C was reld
from dir spt of 328 Imf and placed in Air spt of 101 Inf. Other umite -~ no/c, me
cctien. Oa 7 Fedb all wits a/c, mo actien. Om 8 Fab 0o B 3d nl fired 10 rds HE w/
CT 105 fuze; 2 rds HE and 2 rds APC at 2 pillboxes in vic Saarlautera, ramges 450
& 1100 yds. 12 hits obtaimed but with mo venetrztiom. 411 other umits s/c. On 9
Feb Co 4 let & 2d pls meved to surveyed imdirect fire ves. lst pl at QR2877615 re-
inforcing fire of 263 FA 3x; 2d pl at QR22987635, relaforciag fires of 102 FA Bn.

o missiens fired furimg day. Rcn Co Plo pl improvisg road betweer Wadgmssenm and
Differten; 2d »l mmuniag OP im SAARLAUTARYN Q282806; 3d pl mannimg OF vic Wadgassen.
Other umits no/c. All units no actien.

On 10 Teb Co A 1st pl in indirect fire pos, reinforcimg 263 Fi Ba
reglstered, expendimg 5 rds HE. Ho missions fired. Ce A 2d pl in indirect fire pos,
reinforcing 102 FA Bn, registered w/ 21 rds HE, and ex H & I fires em 2 concentro-
tions, 32 rds HE were sxpended. All other units m/c, mo actien. On 11 Feb Co A
24 pl in 1ndirect fire pos fired 7 rds HE on ome observed missien ox em nersoxnel
v/ &eod results. On H & I fire this pl exnended 178 rds en 5 cemcentratienms rein-
forclag 102 FA Ba. Co B 2d pl reld 3d pl im pos at Q290809 in Saarleuterm; 3d nl
moved one sec to (281807 £nd one sec in reserve rt Q©82801. On 12 Feb Co A (P, 1st
& 3d pl moved out of Berug at 1500 hrs to Skarlautera to relieve Co B. Co A P
in Saerlautern at Q284798. Co A 1lst 1l reld Co 3 2& pl im Saprlautern a2t $290809.
Co A 3d »l reld Co B 1st »l; 1 sec at 280812 and 1 sec at Q282802. Ce A 24 pl

remained ia imdirect fire wos and at close of verlod hrd expended 258 rrs HZ on
& concentrations H & I fire. Co B CP, 1lst & 2d vls moved to Berus. Others umits njc.

Oz 13 Feb Co A 2¢ pl ia iadirect fire pos until 1000 hrs and expended
90 rds HE on 6 comcentrations I & I fire. This pl then moved ard reld Ce 3 7d pl
in Saerlauterm. As per Frag O 309, Jo A pleced in dir spt of 328 Inf Regt. Co 3
lst pl moved into imdirect fire pos =t QR29761 to reinforce fires of 262 gé,Bn
and registered expemding 13 rds K. Co B 24 pl Teld "o A 24 Dl 1;4#7”&’& on H &

I concentrntions expsnded 48 rds on 3 cencemtrations. Co 3B 3d vl moved to Ferus in
reserve. As per Frag 0 309, Co 5 reld from dir spt of 104 Inf Regt and nlcced i

gen spt of Div. Other units me/c. On 14 Fed Co B 2d vl fired 3 H & I concentrations
exnending 78 rds HE over period. All other units remained in mane locetien. Oa

15 Feb Co B 1st pl reld frem reinforcing 263 FA Bn anc returred to 3erus. Co B

24 pl in indirect fire vos fired 3 H & I couc exvendimg 138 rds HE durirg day. Ce

B 3d vl placed ia dir st of TF A and moved at 1500 hrs to nositioms at Q23FRS9

from which 26 ris AFC anrnd 5§ rds H% w/ CT 105 fuze were firad on nillbex at 249857
range 1800 yds. 27 hits obdtaimed, 3 of which were on the embrasure. Tesults could
not De dsterminmed. This 1 moved back to Buren J225857. Rem Jo Ple »pl mainmtaimimg
road Detwaen Differten and /adgascen. Rem Co 23 & 34 tls mamning CP's im Sagrlautern
and Yadgascen.

On 1 6 Feb o B 24 pl 1im irdirect fire nos exnended 75 rds :#E on 6
corcs H & I fire. All other mmits n/chsage, no action. On 17 Teb 24 sec 2d vl Co A
moved im Sgerlautern to Q280813 and smcond sec 3d n1 Co A moved in SAARLAUTTEY to
Q282813. The 1lst & 2d Bn 328 Inf Nesgt attacked in northersvart of SAARLAUTERN ard
suntd by Co A 3d pl & 2d sec 2d pl. Co B 23 pl in indirect fire vcs expended 314
rds & on 10 K & X conmcs. Thig nl fired one TCT at 0330 hrs expeading 2 rds H=.
Other unite - mo change.

$20Bp}
-2 -


http:determi.ed
http:retur�.ed
http:remai.ed
http:1a.,_"'l.ld
http:Opere.t1.ns

-

On 18 Feb 24 sec 2d vl Co 4 moved forwerd im spt of 24 3n 328 Inf to pos at
282 18. lst sec let pl Co A moved at 1800 hre te pos at Q292807 to cover bridge
epproach. Co B 2d pl iz irmdirect fire pos reimforcing 102 FA Brn fired one £ & I
conc expending 16 rds HE. Co B 3d »l im spt eof TF A moved one dcstroyer irto wos in
RHELINGEN Q238876 and fired 14 rds APC and 5 Rds HE at a tower at 5280881 across
Saar river ard destreysd it. The tower was being used as OF and alse G nest.
Number of casualties inflicted umkmewmn. As per Frag O 323 Co B (less 3d pl) nleced
in dir spt of 104 Inf Regt. Other units - mo change.

On 19 Feb Co B CP & 22 pl moved to UEFRHERRN at 100C hrs; 1lst 1 reld Co C
* 1st pl in pes im DIFFERTEN. 2d vl Co 3 before being reld by 1st pl Co C in indirect
fire ves, exvended 84 rds HE oz 3 comcs, H & I fire. Co B 3d ol im sot of TF 4,
fired 25 rds APC end 1 rd ET on en pillbex. Hesults could net be observed. Co O
CP, 24 & 3d pls moved to BERUS te renlece Co B. Co C 1st pl reld Co 3 24 pl in
indirect fire pos at Q230764, reimforcing 102 FA Br. pl fired 13 rds HE on reglstra-
tion and on H & I missiems, expended 42 rds HE. Ba begar replacimg !0 destroyers
with mew M26's. On 20 Fedb , Co C 1st »1 on imdirect fire nos, expended 141 rds HI
on 3 cemcemtrations H & I fire. Co C 24 pl test fired new N36's, axpending 12 rds
HE. Rem Co centimued to mam OP's. Om 21 Feb, ome sec 2d pl Co A sptd 24 Bn 28 Iaf
with dir harassing fire frem pos at Q282818, expendimg 60 rde LE and 25 rds APC,
1aflicting heavy casualtles; destroying ere !G, and 2 houses. This sec reld at
dusk by ome sec lat pl Co A and moved to BERUS. 24 sec 1lst 1l Co A moved to (282813
and reld sec of 3d pl Ce A. 1:t sec 22 vl Co B moved to ITZBACE and reld lst sec
of 34 pl which moved back to USERHERRN. Co C 1st pl in imdirect fire nos gf/f ex-
pended 144 rds HE on 3 comcs H & 1 fire. Ren Co plo pl maimtainizg read between
WADGAS:'EN & DIFFERTEN; 1lst pl established OP vic HOFLIMITRG Q255824.

On 22 Feb eme destrorer 3d pl Co A firec 6 rds APC into olle of rubble which
wae thought to comceal enemy pillbex. Liirited observation preventsd seeing results.
34 »l Co A meved to BERUS to turm in MiO's for H36's. 2d sec 24 pl Ca B moved te
ITZBACH snd reld 2d sec 33 pl Co B which returmed to UBERHERRI. Cp C 1lst pl fired
H& I migsions umrtil 1400 hrs, expendimg 68 rds HE omn 3 comcs. This ml moved back
to JFRUS te get mew destroyers. 1lst sec 2d pl Go C moved a}y 1100 hrs te ALDWIS'E
125914 te snt 34 Cav Gp amd from pos vic Q207880 fired 38 rds APC & 49 rds Il at
6 plllboxes acress SAAR river. Long renges prevented observetiom for cenetrrtion of
plllboxes. As per Frag O 332, To C placed im dir spt of 101 Inf Regt. On 23 Feb
Co A 24 pl moved to SAARLAUTERN. One asec 24 pl Co C meved te imdirect fire ves at
Q230764 te relmferce 102 FA Ba. No migsiens fired. 3 rds HX expended test firimg
M36's. Other umite no chenge. :

On 24 Feb 1st 1l Co A with ome sec im apt of lst Bn %28 Inf and 24 sec in spt
of 2d Bn 328 Imf fired 15 rds HE direct harassing firae on bldgs occuvied by enemy,
partielly destreyieg 2 houses. Co B 2d vl in spt of TF A moved at 0530 hra te
RHELINGEN and fired 22 rds APC amd 15 rde HE a2t em pillbexes and fertifications at
@ range of 1100 yds. Pemetration obtaimed with 3 hits en embrasures. Pl meved back
te ITZBACH at dusk. Co B 1st & 3@ pls each fired 4 rds HE test firings mew M36's
gues. As per Frag O 335 Co € 2d pl etchd to 3d Cav Gy and woved at 0600 hrs to thet
secter, teakimg up pos with one sec at SCHWEMLINGEN Q172970 ia spt of Treep B, 3d
Cav Sq one destroyer vic FITTFR Q180944 1in spt of Treop A, 33 Cev Sq and ome
destreyer at FERMERSIORF Q212902 im spt of 43 Cav Sq. During dey this pl firec 60
rds HE amd 110 rds APC at 10 pillbexes across Sasr river st ranzes verying frem
1100 te 3000 yds. Penetratien was obtained on 7 plllbexes and one heuse occunied
by ememy waz destreyed. 1lst sec 34 pl Co C moved tn imdirect fire ves at Q230764,
relieving ome sec of 2d pl =% 0600 hrs. Until reld, one gsec of 2d pl Co © had ex—
vended 19 rds HE en registratien, amd 2 rds HE en ome cemc. Ce B 1lst pl fired 16
rde HE test firimg 90mm gum. Ren Co 1st pl moved to DIFFERTEN amc rela 3d vl which
meved back to BERUS; 1st pl took over memming OP in WADCASTFN. '

Or 25 Feb Co A CP meved te BXRUS at 1400 hrs deing reld by Co C. 24 pl Ce A
was reld by 24 pl Ce C and moved at 1900 hrs to BERUS. Co A 3d pl moved imto Aff
indirect fire pes at Q30764 at 1200 hrs relieving Co C 3d »nl. Co A 34 vl ezpenaod
11 rds HE on registration amd 12 rds H=Z in & cones H & I fire. Co 2 1lat vl roved
te firimg pes vic WADGAS'SN at Q307746 ir spt ef 3ad Ba 328 Iaf amd fired 13 rds
APC & 8 rds HE at 2 church steeples ia towr of 30US, being used by em as OF's.

Beth OP's were Dadly damsged. Ceo C 2d pl 1im spt of 3d Cev Gp frem same pos used
on 24 Feb fired 53 rdis HE & 132 rds APC at 14 pillbexes and houses im MERZIG gt
raugas from 1100 te 3000 yds. Pemetratiea was obtaimed en 9 pillbexes and 3 houses
in MERZIG were destreyed. Tenemy cesuslties unkmewn. This pl reld by 3d Cev Gp
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at 1430 nrs zma returaned teo BZRUS, Sp € 33 51 in iadirect fire vositien until
1000 krs, fired 116 rds 37 reinferciag 102 FA Bn on & concs ¥ & I fire. Co C 1st,
23, % 3d pl's maved 2t 1830 hrs to SAABLAUTHRN. lst sec 1=t r1 2o C moved ncross
bridge and teokx up nositisns et QR81312. Co C CP moved to SAARTAUTIRY at 1400 hrs.
Lcn So mo chenge.

On 26 Feb Co A 15t »1 movad to BFRUS, beins rald by Co C 1lst »l. Co A
3 93 in indirect fire ~os, exnended 7 rdsg HT im registr-tion aund 150 rds I on
5 cencs H& I fire. To B 24 vl tonk up mositiens ia RHELIUGR QPPIR78 nnd fired 22
rds APC @nd 9 rds HT on 5 pillbexes across SAAE river, ranges 800 to 1500 yds. Pen-
etrrtion through enbrasure obtained on 2 pillbaxes. German medics l-tar observed
remaving 7 bndias fraem pillbex. OCo 3 34 pl exvendasd 4 rds Y7 test firing 176 suns.
So O Ed pl moved to nos at SAARLAUTIRI at 285814 im snt of 2d 3m 171 Inf ‘egt.

On 27 Feb Co A 28 ml atchd to T B ag ner Frag 0 337. At 1200 hrs thie nl noved to
DIFFZRTTN QR97718 relleviang Ce B 1st »l. To A 3¢ 1l in inmdirect fire mos rein-
forcinz 102 FA Bn, expended 96 rdc X3S en 3 cemce d & I fire. One obssrved missian
on & 7illbox st §30118014 was Tired exnendiag 12 rds HS. One hit en donr of »ilibex
wes obsarved but with no affect. Onme miselon of 12 rds ¥E fired orn smokestsck at
430408054, A direct hit ebtained but had ne effect. As per Frag 0 337 Co 3 in sovt
of 104 Inf Regt; at 1830 hrs Co B CP, 1st & 34 nle meved to WAL WISSE. Other umits
ro change.

On 28 Fob Jo A 33 pl Tired 7 - - 1 concs experding 177 rds HE. One
observed missien fired ow heuse thousht to De ea CP. 35 rds HE exneaded ebtaining
hits em house with zpod results. As ner Frogz 0 (38 Co A 24 vl reld from atchmt te
TF B and laced inr dir sot of 322 Iaf “egt. Ce B lst 1l meved to pos im OBERUSCH
2151893, Co 3 24 »nl teoi un nos viz DUREN and fired 20 rds HE 2t an en OP ranged
3800 yds, destrevimg it. Ten Co 3@ »l reld 28 pl im SAARLAUTZRN prd began mamning
0P at 3282806; 1lrt pl mannimng OP vic VADGASSEY (312742; 24 pl moved back to 3IRUS.

d. Hesults. At s~nd of Heriod the situatienr was mere or logss static with
nnly small diversisnary stitacks in the SAARLAUTHRN bridsehesd. "o until last dey
ef momth, the 26th Iaf "iv had 2 17,000 yds frontage including the SAARLAUTHERY
bridgehead »-31 omn the 28 Feb the Div teok over the 3@ Cav Gp sector deublirz the
sTea to be oc-unied Dy its troops. Pewards clease of peried the 213th TD Xa began
a2 coordinrtad firiag en enemy held nillbnxes azcreozz SAAK River im sector. During
veried the 3n wrovided anti-~tani: nrotection for the 26 Inf Mv 2t all times;
supported tho st rczs of the Miv in the SALILAUTEAN Bridegeh~ad; an~ reinferced the
fires of the 26 Div Arty with indirect firs Dy one nlatosn. The zun Co's accounted
for the dastruction of ome millbox, onec OF, sne G, 8 enemy occupied heuses;
breached 22 pillboxes, ~md inflicted an unknewn aumber of casualti=s uosm the
emeny. c¢n Co manned OP's from which artillery fires were directed nn ememy targets.

4, SUPFLY AKD TVACUATION:

2. Summary of supply activity during veried amd factors affecting flaw
of supvly. The nerind cevered by this revort, the Ba was atchd to the 26th Iaf
Div. The varieus supply acencies of the Div supplied the Ba with the excentien of
cla¥d» V7 2nd Ordnance class II which were ob*ained from the mesarest Zorns or Army
installatiens. Ordmaece requisitisng, renair and renlacemsats were handled by the
47th Yediunm }Maintenance Compamy. riinwever, the 116th Medium Maintenance Compeny was
aszd te de the Tank Destroyer renalr werk.

b. Ratiems for the month averagim- 95% E and 5 ﬁ 10-irn-eme, were issued
to the Co's deily. Ce's reaquisitioned on 2n for 21l supplies which are secured as
rapidly as possible frow the proner supply agencirs. Moter Mainmtenance and parts
sunply was handled by the Bm lator Officer. The 47th Ordnamce Medium Haimtenamce
e 2nd tne 116th Ordnance {edium Maintenance Ce provided Third echelen maintemance.’
Fir-t and second achelon malntenonce was verfermed by the Bn 'iotor lMaintemamce
vlateon and Cempeny moter sectinne. Amminitien: Basic lead mairtained by replzce-
nert 23 exrended.

c. Duriag the bpest menth the m was ceaverted from M10's to Carriage Metor
90mn Gun [36's end M36B1. The M36 mounts 2 90mm gun M3 or a M10DAl chassis, whilie
the }M36B1 meunts the same gum om & tanlt M43 chessis. Boeth vehicles are powered
by a Ferd gasolisme drivem emgzine. Other items issued were: Shee-pac's (larce size),
issued te all individuals eof the Bn yearimg epprevriate shee size; jackets and treu-
sers plle OD were ircued to replace cembat suits; contalmers reund, imsulated were
obtained 1 o3 for every 25 mem, which enables Ce's to feed 2 higher percentage of
B ratiers. Panels AP-50-4 were elchamgzed for smaller si-e
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Stetus ef Sunvly and Evacuatien =t Clese of Peried:

BRANCH ON HAND
Ordnance 95%
Qartermmster 100%
Medical 100%
Chemical “arfare 100%
Engineer 100%
Signal . 95%

Hajer critical items short are: 20 pairs of bineculars 16
er M17.

PR
N e /N .:V‘/t
C. L. HAIL,
Lieutemant Celenel, Infantry,
COMMANDING.

[
[ ]
o
[1=°]
]
3


http:Evacue.ti



