"_uccd'dtfhe'D\bight ;D.gEff,féﬂh&u{éi‘;Pfehfdemiql Librad;"w’ ’ ‘ , ) Lo }
. o . W ) ;

—_— e e A

EFEADQUARTERS -
818TH TANK DISTROYER BATTALION /e
i o :
}- APO 436 US Army
é 2 May 45 -
UNIT HISIORY | |
1 hpr 45 to B0 Apr 45

1. Origin of Unit: = . .
2. Deslignation: 818th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self Propelled).
b, Date of organization: 15 Dec 41. ' :

T

¢c. Place of organization: Ft Sill, Okla. | . _ , ;
d. Authority for organizetion: The 818th Tank Destroyer Battalion (less Co's B & C) -
was rctivated Yy authority of General Order Wumler 13, Hq., 18th FA Brigade, Ft Sill,
Okla, and in complisnce with letter, WD, -AGO, file AG 320.2 (11-17-41) MR-M~C. On 6 Mer
42 Companies £ and C were aciivated. ™ : ‘ s
* e. Sources of Personnel: 1424, 77th and :549th FA Regiments and Selective Service.
On 7 Mar 42, 327 enlisted replacements were raceived. making a totzl of approximately

750 enlisted men and 15 officers for the Pattallon.’

2. Changes in Organization: Unit deaigna_,tioﬁ has not changed. Talles of Organization

" however, have changed from T/O 18-25, dated 8 June 42 to T/0 and B18-25, dtd 27 Jun 43
and on 5 Nov 44 to T/0 and E 18-25, dtd 15 Hax 44,

3. Strength. Gommission-éd. #nd enlieted:
C&.  Ab Deginning of period: -
40 0.1 Wo' 606 EM Total 647 o
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| , o, Net increase. None,r : : . , 'l
7 c. Net decrease. 'Nine tenths of one percent. - ‘ o o
" d. <At ‘end of period: iy ; - f
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290 1 W0 603 EM Fatal 643. ’ R
4, Stations (Permanent or Temprary) of unit: .1 - '
" a. United States: - _ ¢ ' < o
(1) Pt Sill, Okla fr 15 Dec 41 to 6 Fel 42. | : A
(2) Gp Bowie, Texas fr 7 Fe? 42 to 3 Jun 42. . '
(3) Cp Hood, Texas fr 4 Jun 42 to 28 Jul 42.
(4) Louigiane Maneuvers fr 29 Jul 42 t¢ 29 Aug 42.
(5) Cp Bowie, Texas fr 30 Aug 42 to 13;Jun 43.
(6) .Op Pickett, Va fr 14 Jun 43 to 1 Sep 43.
(7) Ft Dix, N. J. fr 2 Sep 43 to 13 Oct: 43, 3 j+
(8). Cv Shanks, N.Y. fr 14 Oct 43 to 20@0@ 43, - : ¥
: !

(9) Sailed for ETO 21 Oct 43.
b, ETO: : - ; : ' _
(10) Murlough House, Dundrum, County Down, N.I. fr 1 Nov 43 to 10 May 44. :
(11) Stowell Park, Wilkshire, Eng fr 14 May 44 to 11 Jul 44. o !
(12) Departed fr Stowsll Park, Wiltshire, Eng 1l Jul 44 and srrived UTAH J‘3EA.C-.‘-H,/ i

vic ST MERE EGLISE, France 14 Jul 44. = = |
. c. At end of period: Bn P, Hq Co, Ren Co and Med Det CP's at FURSTENSTEIN, Ger-

many. Co A CP at RATHSMANSDORF, Ger. -Co B CP at HAUZENSERG,.Ger. Co C CP et UNTER-

AY

"
'

HASEL3ACH, Germany.

L

.5, Msrches (Bn 0P marches only are recorded here):

3§

. AL Beginning; of period 3n (P located at SCHILERBACH, Ger. At 1345 hre 1 Apr 45 CF e
- moved forwsrd to GROSSENLUPER, Ger traveling 5! distance of 36 miles arriving there at |
1800 hrs. Roads poor, weather cloudy. On 4 Apr{45 at 0900 hrs Bn 0P left on march to vie i
of new (P at MOTZLER, Ger srriving there at 1155 hrs traveling o distence of 39 miles. .
~ Roads fair, weather cold with showers. On 6 Apr 45 at 1345 hrs Bn marched to new CP viec
- of WASUNGEN, Ger arriving there at L&fUiE¥EnDistance traveldd 28 miles. Roads poor.
. " E5ab CPUDQ hrs Bn (P started march to (P area at.
&yt allher thepdling a distance of 25 miles. Roads
i‘ﬁé}i #\a distance of 26 miles. Roads good.
o et primarch to new area at FELMERRCHT, Ger,
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|

.

i ' SUHL, Ger, arriving there at 1
| " good, westher good. On 13 Apr
\
i
|
\
|
\
\

. SCHALKAU, Ger arriving there g
. Weather fair. On 16 Apr 45 0




For example, 40 or 50 different units of Co or Bn strength were oftéen, identified\y
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arrivihg there at 1215 hrs traveiing & distance;&f 52 niles. ﬁoads'fair, weather good.

-On 21 Apr 45 at 0900 hrs En P merched to new Gﬁfai KEMNATH, Ger arriving there at 1115

traveling a distnace of 44 miles. Rozds good, weather good. On 24 Apr 45 at 0900 hrs CP

started march to SCHWARSENFELD, Ger traveling a distance of 50 miles. Roads fair, weather'

cloudy snd cold with sleet and rain. On 26 Apr 45 at 0700 hrs Bn CP left on march to
STALLWANG, Ger arriving there zt 0930 hrs travaling a distance of 50 miles. On afier-

noon of 26 Apr 45 at 1430 hrs Bn OP marched on to HASWISACH, Ger braveling a distance of = -

17 miles. Roads poor. Weather cool. On 27 Apr 45 Bn CP moved to MITTERFELS, Ger arriving

‘there at 1500 hrs traveling a distance of 2 milﬁs. Roads falr, weather cloudy. On 30 Apr

45 at 0900 hrs Bn CP with Hq & Ren Co merched tp!new CP at FURSTENSTEIN,. Ger srriving
thers at 1540 hrs travéling g distance of 64 miiés. Roads poor, hilly =2nd mountainous.
Weather cold and snowing. Sn CP at this 10catio?@at end of period. '
6. Campaigns: . ‘
&. Name of Campaign: Southeast Germany.
b, 1 Apr 45 to date. | i
c» Purpose: Fo destroy the enemy east of‘ﬁﬁs RHINYE RIVER and to maks contact with
RUSSIAN ARMY viec LINZ, AUSTRIA. SN : '

d. Authority ordering: Commanding Generalifﬂﬁth Infantry Divigion.
. , 14 ' .
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7. Battles: . . i
a. The snemy* ie

(1) The start of thig period found thegﬁnemy almost totally disorganized, great-’

1y outnumPered and incapable of organizing anything iike a coordineted defense line. The

enemy had lost most of his large equipment suchias airplanes, armor, vehicles and art—
illery. The majority of en personnel was low grade, either too old or tos young, con-
vslesents or recruiis or rear echelon parsonnél.@imb specigl weapons were used. Morale

in most cases was low and grew worse.: The Rajorﬁty of en froops were willing to surrender

when given an opportunity (this included all Bungerians) while quite & large number

fought to the death. The almost complete disorgpnization of the en continued to grow
worse during the period. o . T ' :

(2) Enemy defenses consisted mostly of delaying mctions Pased on Toad ®locks.
Smsll towns and Pridges were usually defended. Resistance was from small arms and Paz-
ooks’s, the enemy having almost no artillery, armor, alr power and very few mortars. The
terrain was rough and wooded and suitable for defenge and enemy made use of existing
oPstacles within his capdPilities. Few mines were used. Bnemy was only partly success—
ful in his use of demolitions; we were aPlle to cépture a great numPer of Pridges intact. :

 (B)  No en units of division strenxth were in contact during this pericd. Dur~

ing first part of period, elements of 159 Inf Div, 6 SS Mtn Div, 11 Pz Div and 2432 By
were ldentified. Later in period elements of 23 Pz Div were identified. With

- -~
ve few™
aPove exceptions, en units werea great number of small, mskeshift, miscellaneo i unitig

day. Most of these units were miscellansous units such as replacement, training, merch
or straggler units or rear echelon units. A larze numPer were Hungarisn units. Ther
wers no organized counterattacks; enemy use of a2ir, armor and artillery was negligidle.
During our rapid advance it was not Always. possille to mop up all an troops and in sev-
eral instances en troops were aDle to organize and offer effective resistence Pshind our
lines. Many changed to civilian clothes Put as g rule did not resist spprehension. The
following wad destroyed Py the 818th TD En during the period: : :

SP guns 3 Airplanes i1 Locomotives = 1
Venicles 2 OPs - 2 AT gung 1
Ammo Dumps -2 | AL gung 42 Casualties (est) 200 .
Motorcycles 3 e MGs é5 '

{4) PWs captured Py 818th TD Bn: . 1113.7 _
(9) Elements affecting action: ; : .

(1) En informetion and reconneissance was not effective Vecsuse of disorganiz-
ation, lack of commniceations, transport and air power and Pecause of our rapid advence.
(2) ALl civilians were of course, considersd unfrisndly Put in only a few in-
stances did they offer resistance. Many soldiers in civilian clothes were captured.
There were a few instances of resistance Py Hitler Youth. There were few instances of
resistance Oy the Volkstrum and as s whole the civilian population had little effect

on the action. ' C . J -
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(2} The terrain was rough and wodded and suitable for defenge. - It wad difficult
‘ to mop up all the wooded areas. The road ned was gcncrallv very poor. During the

latter part of period vehicles wers more or 1ess road °ound Dy mad. :
(¢) ketions - i |
| (1) The 816tk TD Bn was atchd to the 26 Inf Div and ased to XII uorps during the
’ entire period. Decetion of 3n CP's: Vie GROSSENLUIER-from 1 Apr to 4 Apr; vic MOTZLAR

fr 4 Apr to 6 Apr; vic WASUNGEN fr-6 Apr to 8 Apr; vic SUHL-8 Apr .to 12 Apr; vie SCH-
l ALKAU fr 12 Apr to 15 Apr; vic HELMBRECHTS fri 15 Apr to 30 Apr; vic KEMNATH fr 20 Apr
|
|
\
\

Yo 24 Apry vic SCHWARZEWFILD 24 Apr; vie STALLWANG 25 Apr; vic HASEISACH 26 Apr; vie-
MITTERFELS fr 27 Apr to 29 Apr; vie FURSTENQTEIN 29 Apr to 1 May. Supporting units:

The organic 57mm AT units, plus the organic and sttached artillery of the 26 D1v and the .
778th Tank Bnoa11. prcv1dcd additional AT prcte%ticn -

) (2) - Mission: The mission of the 818th ™D Bn dnring the entire peridd was 1o
provide anti-mechanized protection for the 26th Inf Div. An a«ddifional secondary mission
was the close gupport given the infantry throqgh direct fire against enemy pockets MG
nests, and Puildings. ﬁ*’

Operatlons. During the entire period the' q18 TD Bn was atchd to 26 Inf Div which
[ wad driving generally east throbgh the Gcrmam ‘States of THURINGIA AND BAVARIA in ‘con-
‘ junctidn with other Infantry and Armored Divsriof the Third Army. The ultimste goal
wes to meke a junction with the RUSSIAN forccf, driv1ng gencrally weast from VIENNﬁ in
order to isclate Southern Germany. ' I
At the Peginning of the perlod the sin ccmpanles were stchd to the Inf Regts
; and in addition one platoon of'Hen Co was atchd to emch Regt. Up until the 5 Apr 45 the
3 Inf chts were employed &ll on line with thsxwun compeny platoons clogely supporting
’ “the Inf Sns. One pl of Co & was =tchd to 26 ch Tr which was screeing the L flank of
‘the Div. The Ren ple assisted in the reconnaissance of routes taken by the Inf colums
in their rapid movement to the NE. The enemy contacted by our Inf was generally insmall
‘groups, defending a town. On 1 Apr 45, Co C 2d Pl destroyed one en 3P zun in the town
of OBER MOOS, firing 2 rds APC and 2 rds HE. “iCo & lst. vl fired 6 rds BE in vic WIRTHEIM,
' destroying en SP zun, which was defending a. road olock. Dus to our infantry forces
- rapid movement, groups of the en werc not cleared out of the zone, and these forcss, af
times, harassed friendly convoys Defore Deing wiped out. Hg Co was enroute to a new loc
' in vic HAINZZLL on 1 Apr when the column was ambPushed Py 200-300 German soldiers #ug in
along the sides of the rosd. A fierce fire fight took place. bafore the enemy was driven
’ -off. - 20 Germsns soldicrs werae killed and 28 taken PV. Hq Co casuslties were 1 EM killed
| and 2 wounded.
’ ' ‘Due to this problem of German troops harasslng our rezr elesments, oa 5 Apr 45
the 26 Ren Tr was atchd Yo 818 TD Bn and the mission was given the Sn- (1css Go A, B &
L 0) of patrollling and ¢learing the area from thc Regt'l rear boundary to- the Div rear
bdry and patrolling the Div MSR. ;
From 5 Apr to 14 Apr 45 the 26 Inf Dlvwwas attacking to the NE with 101 Inf gnd
- 328 Inf Regts alreast. Co A was atchd to 164, Inf in Div reg and were clearing pockets
~ of en Dehind the 2 line Regts. The 101 Inf an& 328 Inf Regts w/ Cos B & C atchd, ad- °
~vanced zenerally east meeting onlyilight rasistance. During thig time the tarrg o]
the 26 Inf Div wes going through, was very hilly with thick woods and offered g &4 def
ensive yogitions for the sn, which were never met in any strength. Numerous roai
‘Blocks were encountered, which temporarily slowad our motorized columns. En eir
 small numPers were over the Div .sector during daylight hours on 2 different occasit
. Flements of Co A4 & B were strafed on 10 Apr 45; Co A sssisted in destroying one air-
l er-ft and Co 5 accounted for the destruction of one ME 109. No en armor was encountered

during this part of period. . Ren Co and 26 ch Tr continued patrolling and clearing Div
. Tegr and patrclling MSR. The patrols picked up many German soldiers in and out of unlform.
;i From 14 Aor to 17 Apr the 26 Inf Div eiployed &ll 3 Inf Regts @alreast, sabh with
© aID Co atchd, in their attack in an easterly’ dlrccticn towards the GZEGHEcLOVlKIAN _
" Dborder. There was still a notmccable lack of en resigtance and except for numerous road
ﬁa.blocks end small groups of fanatical German’ soldlers, which had to De clesred, the ad- ‘
. vence was very rapid, cutting the MUNICH-BEBLIN AUTOZAHN 5 of HOF and reaching @ Testrain=
/. ing line enly & few miles from the CZICHESIOVAKIAN Oprder. Ren Co and 26 Ren Tr were
S -elesring many en troopes from Div ressr areas.

For a Prief period of 1 day, 17 Apr 45, the D Cos (less 1 pl each) reverted to

;. 3n control, remsining in their present locations in Regt'l sectors, and performed needed .
v nmintenance. One pl from each of the 3 TD Cosrwas placed in D/S cf the Inf Rests, Pro~
Q viding %T protection.

SECRIE T .




. were Poth used Yy units of the Bn. _ !
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. On 18 Apr- 45, Cos A (less 2d pl), B & C were atchd to 101 Inf, 104 Inf, and 328
Inf respectively and the 26 Div Jumped off in the attack to the SZ following the 11lth
Armd Div with the 104 Inf and 338 Inf Resgt attalcking abreast. The 26 Ren Tr was reld fr
~atchmt to 818 TD Bn and with Co A 24 pl atchd, 'the Tr moved to the R flamk of ‘the Div
sector to screen that flank furing the advance,, On 18 Apr 45, Co A lost one M36 Des-
troyer on entering the town of WEISSENSTADT O 966750, due to fire from enemy Pazooka team.

from 18 Apr to the end of the month the$26 Inf Diy w/ 818 TD Bn stcha advanced -

‘Tapidly to the SE, with the line of advaence moilf{b_ or ‘less parellel to the CZECH Yorder.
Only &t & few points did our I

nfantry meet modg;'late’ enemy resistance including some _
- mortsr and artillery fire. On 23 Apr 45, Co :Gii%estroyed one enemy steam locomotive that
was attempting to zet away with 3 -Pox cars. Oi;‘%the 25 Apr the 328 Inf encountersd 3

eneuy tanks and AT guns in defensive positions{dn § Dank of REGEIN R. Co C 3d pl destroy-
¢d one 75mm AT gun; the srmr retreated. - Ron Co continued patrolling and ¢learing Div
rear and patrolling Div MSR. Between 75 and 100 en prisoners wers Pfﬁg Paing picked up
every day By their patrole.” The 26 Div reached. the DANUSE R on night of 25 Apr, and
from then on to end of month the river formed ‘éﬁe Div right (S) boundsry.
covered .during the latter half of the month varled from fairly open, rolling country to-:
-very hilly country with heavy woods. Up -unt‘ilﬁhe last week of the psriod the weather

and rosds had Peen very good, but the good weather turned to rain and roads Pecans RarTow, -
winding, and mddy, a1l of which slowed the adyance of the units somewhat. On the close .
of the psriod, elements of ths 2§ Inf Div wero%v&ithin's to 4 miles of the AUSTRIAN border.
. (3) Special weapons used: None. . Cormunications: Radio and wire commmications

The. terrain

(4) Assistance from supporting aTtillery end enginebrs. The 26th Inf Div Arty -
supported the Sn with the secondary mission of lanti-tenk defense by both direct and in-
direct fire. ZEngineers provided Pridges and maintained roads. ) '

" (B) Use of Ygyonet, grenadss, flame throwers, stc: None.

(6) Supply and evacuation. - o - , . L

2. During the time coversd Py this report, the Bn was atchd to 26 Inf Div. .
All supplies were handled through the normsl channels of the Div. Their supply Yranches -
serviced the Bn with the exception of Class V and Ord Class II supplies which were drawn
-from the assignad Corps and Army installations. ¥ The asgd Ord unit was the 501lst Heavy

‘

Bn Motor maintenance platoon and the. Company motor maintenance sections performed first -

-and second echelon maintsnance. Bogie wheels and rear -1dlers still remsined very eritical -
‘during the entire period. ) - ' # : '

b. Rations for the month have Deen' 100% operational type; with avarity of

Tank Ord Co which took care of all requisition, ;f;_;fjc'eplacements, and third echelon maint ena.nce',_' i

10 in 1, C's, and K's DPeing used. The Bn drew RAC kite only once during the month.
>  Ammunition: Basic:_load was maintained Py replacement as expended.

Q

8. lMajor shortages at close of period: 2 ea M36; 1 ea Tk recovery vehicle
M32; 1 ea 13 T truck; 1 ea 2% T truck; 1 e= Pl truck; 1 ea Lt Tank M5;’1 es car, Armd
Eight M8. ‘ ;

£ BEvacuation of personnel was through Bn A1d station-and Regtl med units.

8. Commanding Officcré_ in lmportant iengdg".emeht :H

Lt Col C. L. HAIL, Bn Cmdr 3, | 1 Lt EDWARD H. BRINLEY, Ren Co
Capt NORMAN H. DAVIS, Co & - Capt EMIL J. MICHAL, Hq Co _
Capt ROBIRT T. CHRISTIANSON, Co 3 'Tapt HERMAN J. 'WILLIAMS, Med Dat,
1 Lt JOHN A. HAUTH, Co ¢ o T

g ¥ ) . f
9 Losses in action. Officers snd anlisted men:"
" @, Engagement: Southeast Germany. ' o
0, Xilled: One T : T '
(1) Alfred B. Byrne, 37536859 Co B ’

s

P

4. - Status of supply at close of period: :
SRANCH _ ' ¢ -  ON _HAND - L
- R B~ ;
M . S 1 1004 i
Med L b 100% -
oW i 100% 5
Eng . T 1004 El

Sigr : “ 90%
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| c. Wounded: Five. g '
| (1) Eawin C. Knoble, 37420611 J* Hq Co
| , (2) Oscar L. Wilson, 35200220 & Hg Co
| - (3) J. 6. Williame, 38102195 "l Co A
; (4) Jack ®. Dale, - 33088858 % (o B
‘ (5) Bugene W. Shawver 14002747 * & Ren Co
i
\

‘*Listed in History for Mar 45 als MIA. | i
de Missing: None. _ ' e .ot ]

[ 10. MemPers who have digtinguished themseﬁfes in action:
| a» Awarded the Silver Star: 1 :
| (1) Capt JAMES R. HENTRICK, 01165875 Hq Co
| (2) Edwin C. Knob%e, Pvt, .B7420611{ Hq Co
| (3) A1fred B. Byrne, Pvt, 375068591 Co B (POSTHUMOUS)
| (4) Jack E. Dsle, Set, 38088858 !i Co B
i b, Awarded the Bronze Stsr Medal Clu%ﬁhr:
B - (1) Copt JAMES R. EENDRICK, 01165875 . Eq Co
‘ {2) 1 Lt JAMES H. TAYIOR, 01823955 ' Hq Co
3 (8) John J. Cadena, T4, 38029790 || Med Det
| c. Awarded the “ronze Star Medal: |’ =
| (1) Zugene J. Connelly, T Set, 32011646 Hq Co. ‘ .
1 (2) Ted W. Troutman, S/Sst, 20847726 Hq Co . . - _ o
| (3) Curtis A. Orook, Sgt, 37062959! Hq Co
| (4) Thomes E. KuePler, T5, 37420841 Hq Co
| (5) Cecille E. Wax, T5, 37420599 - Hg Co
| (6) Leo N. Leerskov, lst Sst, 6273523 Co A
(7) RoDert G. Strange, T4, 18107886 Co A
(8) Howard B. Haskine, Sgt, 33272670 Co B
(9) Weldon L. Summy, T4, 38102292" 6 Co B |,
(10) VelDert A. Ashworth, Cpl, 20735283 Co B
(11) James Odom, T5, 38097876 § - Co B
(12) Rugsell L. Heath, T5, 18086277  Co B
(13) Evan 0. Brollier, Set, 39015811 Co C
-(14) Wilmer A. Spaeth, Sgt, 6916046 . Ren Co
(15) Willie T. McDonald,.Pvt, 18014318 Ren Co
- (18) James B. Norton, T5, 11106737 ;i Med Det
' (17) Jounie H. Hotz, T5, 38090374 . Med Det

' . i
11. Photogrephs of rersonnel, important scenes and events: None.

12. Miscellaneous: TNoxe.

¢ I, HAIL, ' VAR
Lisutenant Colonel, Infantry, $
§ COMMANDING.
3
t
) '
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