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CONEIDENTIAL

READQUARTERS
821st Pank pestroyer pattalion (Towed)
APO 230

1 october 194k

ACTTON REFORT FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMEER
I SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS &
1. gontinuation of PHASE IIY: Re?ﬁction of the Fortress Brest. %

&, During the period, 1 September 1944 to 18 gSeptember 19Lk, the
821st Tank Destroyer pattalion remained attuched to the 29th Pivision
Artillery. On 5 September 15Li the 821st was relieved of assignment to
the lat Army, relisved of attachment to the 3rd Army snd assigned to the
9th Army. .
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b, On 1 September 194 the VIIT Corps resumed their attsek to
capture the Portress Brest. The 29th Imfantry Division continued to protest
the VIIT Corps right flank. Companies WAW, Wjw snd wgw s of the 821st, é
continued to reinforce fires of the 110th, 11lth and 22hth Field Artillery 5
Battalions, respectively. positions of the companies for the period 1
September to 18 September 19k are shown on inclosed overlay No. 1.

(1) During the period from 1 September until the capture
of Brest on 18 Septesber 19hli, 1, 328 missions were fired. A total of
12,420 rounds were expended, Indirect fire missions were observed call
migaions and unobserved harassing and interdictory fire., (bserved oall
missions were directed at enesy fortified gun emplacements » machine gun
emplacements, self propelled guns and eoncentrations of eneny infantry,
Unobserved harassing and interdictory fire was directed at cross roads »
road junctions, fortified positions, and troop assembly areas behind the
enemy lines. : )
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8« On 1 September the lst neconnaissance Platoon was assigned
the missiodl of providing additional security for Gompany "A® of the Shlith
Tank Destroyer Battalion, in the sone of the 175th Infentry Regiment.
Additvional security was necessary to fill a gap in the lines of the 175th
Infantry. while on this mission 6 rounds of 37mm were fired at a stone
house, being used for shelter by the enemy. The enemy were routed. The
1at Reconnaissance Platoon was relisved of security mission at 2100, 2
September 19kk,

d. On 7 September the 2nd Platoon of Gompany "G moved into direct
fire position in the zone of the 175th Infantry Regiment. The position was
east of hill 103, map coordinates 871998, miseion assigned was to support
the attack of the 175th Infantry, firing upon targets of opportunity. The
2nd platoon remained in this position until 13 September 19kk.

(1) while in direct fire position Tp guns were used against
snemy infantry, machine gun emplacements, fleld guns, fortified gun
emplacements and houses which afforded protection for the eneny.

(2) HE ammunition was fired direct at hedgerows which were
providing protestion for enemy infantry. The hedgerows as well as the
eneny entrenched behind them were dsstriyed. HE ammumnition was fired direct
at both stone and wooden houses. In both cases the houses were set on fire
and destroyed. Direct hits were scored on fortified gun positions, however
due to the great range (1500 yds and up) it was impossible to accurately
determine the resulis of the fire against these positions, °
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gont'dg After Action Report for the Month of September 19Lk.

, e. On 8 september 19Lh the 2nd platoon of Company #p® moved two

3w guns info position west of Recouvrance on the south soast, map coordinates
889959, wuission assigned 1o take under fire enemy shipping attempting to
pass through goulet de Brest. At 1830, 17 september the two guns fired

nine rounds of HE at a 35 fool enemy motor launch. Four direct hits were
scored., The motor launch was sunk. While in this position 50 cal. machine
gun fire was directed at enemy 20mm AR gun positions on the Crozon Peninsula,

f. The Battalion remsined on secondary mission until 17 September
when the gun companies were alerted for direct fire employment. Company
wAn in direct support of ll6th Infantry Regiment, Company w"gW, less 2nd
Pla toon still in direct fire position on Pt du piable, in direct support of
115th Infantry Regiment. The 2nd Platoon of Co “g" was attached to Company
noe for operations. The Jrd Pk toon of Company "C* was held in a position
of readiness. At 1030, 18 september 19Lh the order was given to cease firing..
At 1350, 18 September all companies were relieved of their operational
nissions. P
e A8 2 result of enemy action the following casualties were
suffered, .

(1) T™wo enlisted men killed by shell fragments from
enenmy artillery fire.

(2) one officer was wounded by shell fragments from
enenmy artillery fire.

: {3) Eizht enlisted men were wounded by shell fragments from
enery 20mm AA guns. _ :

2. on 18 september 194} the Battalion moved inte an asgsembly aresa in
the vicinity of Cosquer, map coordinates 795975, for a peried of
rohahhbilit.ntion. The Battalion remained in assembly area until 25 September
194,

. a. During the rehabllitation peried one hour a day was devoted
to mass callisthenics and close order drill, Sight seeing tours were
copducted. Care and ¢leaning of equipment was stressed, Shortages of )
clothing and individual equipment were requisitioned and issued to the men. [

. 3. On 21 September 15kl the Bﬂta?lian was relieved of assignment to
the Fth Army and from attachment to the VIII Corps and was assigned to
the lst Army and attached to the XIX Corps.

lie On 25 geptember 194l the Battslion started on a motor march from
the vicinity of Qosquer, Brittany Peninsula, France, map ccordinates 455975,
to the vicinity of mmastricht, yolland, map coordinates 5865510. The
Battalion arrived at itts destination and went into assembly positions
at 1145, 28 september 194k. The total distance traveled was 479 miles.

2. On 29 September 19Lh Company "B* was attached to the 115th
Infantry Regiment for operations against the Slegfried [ine. fThe pattalion,
igss Company "h", remained in zssembly positions as division reserves.
The pattalion was in these positions, as shown by inclosed overlay No. 3,
at the snd of the period, September 30, 19LL. :

II AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

1. For heroic achievement In military operstions against the enemy,
on the dates following their names, the following named enlisted men were
awarded the pronze star Kedal; Tec 5 Helmer ). Anderson 39676380, § August
I9hli; Tec S Clarence E. Collise 35306318, 9 September 19Lh; Sgt Glifford D.
Davis, 1910L61h, 31 July 19k; PRC Clinton B. Welch 37203678, 31 July 194l
Pvt langard P. Darter 3535286h, 31 guly 19hh; pvt Arthur . Gunter 33L13L67;
31 guly 19kl pvi Richard Jacob 32708LOL, 31 July 194k,
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gonttdy After Action Report for the month of September 194k.

2. The Furple Heart was swarded the following named enlisted u.
for wounds received in action against the enemy on the dates following
their namess Pvt Vietor Stich 3939976k, 11 September 19hL; Pvt Daniel F.
Sallivan 32106916, 11 geptember 19LLj PFC Charlie 0. Shipley 38105L9k,
9 geptember 194k, ;

3+ The followinz named officers and enlisted men wers recommended for
award of the *Croix De Guerre®, for exceptionally meritorous service in - l
direct support of militaery operations against the enemy in Normandy and
Brittany, France, from 30 June 194l to 18 september 1Ll inclusive.

Lt Col Howard H. Arbury 0-255103 -‘dst Lt Frank T. Savage (=1825710
Maj Robert R. vollendorff 0-415807 - 1st Lt Harry G. J. Sweed 0-1169361
capt Bdward A. Burke 0-llj0563 ‘2nd Lt Dale A. Nafziger 0-526610
Gapt Dook A. Stuart 0-1166377 - 18t Sgt Milton R. Blunt 39235700
1st Lt mwershan G. Shaddy 0-1822638 ' §/5gt warren E. Hahn 3720338k

capt Rusgell L. smith 0-1166377 . 8/sgt Hsrold D. Streeter 39308571

L. The following named officers and enlisted men were recommended for
award of the WCroix De Guerre®, for exgeptionally meritorous service and
gallantry in action during actual combat against the enemy and in direct
support of military operations against the enemy in Normandy and Brittany,
France, from 30 June 194k to 18 sSeptember 19LLi inclusive,

1st It Wilbert g. Saal 0-18236L9 B/8gt Wallace M. Elliott 38187016
lst Lt william F. Dudiey 0-18222Li8 $gb Irving Weber 395527206

lat 1t John J. Megosy O-3825030 8gt Frank R. Carlson 39605250
T/8gt Ray E. whiton 20945496 Bgb Elio A. Tramelll 39605280
8/9gt uarvin J. lanferman 37251815 FFC Jokn W. Graft 32708410

5. The following named officers and enlisted men were recommended for
awvard of the Wjroix De Guerret, for hervic periormance of duty during actual
combat against the eneny and in direct support of ailitary operations
against the ememy in Normandy and Britteny, ¥France, from 30 June 194k to
18 geptember 194l incliusive, g

1st Lt William J. Woods 0-1625390 8/5gt 1eslie G. Olauson 393099392

2nd It Join M. Dille 0=52275L 8gt Jos A.. goodart 3903673L
2nd It Victor E.. Musser 0~1826020 Gpl Alvert B. Furgeson 17041859

8/Sgt Joseph D. Whitecotten 38137268  Pvt Raymond H. Weigmann 32740766

¥,
L.

III COMMANDING OFFICERS

" 1., It Col Howard He Arbury was in command of the Battalion for the
period from 1 geptember 19Ll to 30 September 194k,

: 2+. Company Qommanders for the period from 1 gSeptember 194k to 30
September 194k were as listed below.,.

Coupany ®A" - Japt Edward A.. Burke

Company #R* - lat Lt Wershan g.. Shaddy

Company "GN ~ Capt Dock A.. §tuart '
Hq Company = Capt Gajrl I» Willer

7

" HOWARD H..ARBURY
L 30103 FA
COMMANDING
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