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HEDICAYL: PEPARTHENT DETACHHRNT
821st Tank Destroyer Battelion (SP)
- APO 758, U 5 Ay

30 June 1945

ANNUAYL REPORT OF MEDICAL DEPARTMENT DETACHUENT ACTIVITIES
FOR THE PRRIOD 1 JANUARY TO 30 JUNz 1945 '

T ACTIVATION AND WARLY HISTORY

1. Pursuant to anthority eontained in Par 2, General Order No. S5k
Headguerters Third United States Atmy,; Sen Antondo, Texas, dated 23 May
1942, the Medieal Department Detachment of the 821lst Tank Destroyer
Battalion was activated on 25 Julyy 1942. fThe detachmont was assignod
to the 821st Tenk Destroyer Battalion on the activation date.

a. 0n 9 Jammary 1943, the Detachment, with the 82lst Tank ;
Degtroyer Hattalion made a pormonent change of station from Camp
Garson, Colorade to (amp Bowie, Taxas. On 29 March 1943, the Detachment, ;
with the 82lst Tank Destroyer Battalion made a permanent chonge of ;
station from Camp Bowle, Texas to Camp Hood, Texas. n 25 July 1943, |
the Detachment with the 821st Tank Destroyer Battalion made a permanw i
ent change of etation from Camp Hood, Texas to Camp Breckinridge, ‘
Fentucky. Camp Breckinridpe, Ky was the Detachments permanent station
through 31 Decamber 1943, ' ‘

b, 1 1 January 19hl, the 82Lst Tank Destroyer Battelion was
alerted fo¥f movement overseas. On 7 April 19hl, the Medical Detashment
with the 821lst Tank Destroyer Batbtalion departed from the Boston Pord
of Embarication for movement overseas.

¢. The Battalion disembarked at Newpori, Wales, England
on 17 April 19hh. Arrived in Billet area,; Orittleton, Wilts, Chippenw ;
ham on 18 April 194li. The Battalion sd in England from 17 April §
194l to 25 June 194Gh.

1Y TACTICAL OPERATIONS COVERED BY PREVIOUS BEPORT

l. On 26 June 19Lk the 82lst Tank Destroyer Battalion disembarke
ed on the Onaha Beach, NWormandy, Frence. The Battalion was attached
to the 29th Division Artillery on 27 Jume 1%Ll and have remained
attached to the present time. :

2, 8t Io was captured by the 29th Infantry Divieion on 18 July
19hh. From 29 Jly to 16 pugust the Battalion moved, with elements of
the 29th Infantry Divisions from north of 8% Io to the south of Vier.
tn 22 Augnst the Battalion moved, by motor wmarch, from St Jean De
Bois in Normeandy, France to Lannilis in the Brittany Feninsula, The
Battalion sctively participated in the redustion of the Fortress
Prast, from 24 August to 18 September 19hL. On 25 September the :
Battalion moved by motor from Qonguet, Arittany Peninsula, France -
to the vicinity of Maastrieht, Holland. From 29 geptember 19kh to -
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6 Yovember 19)); the Dattalion was actively engaged in operations
rainet the gleg®ried Idne. (n 6 Yovewber the Battalion moved inte
position in preparation for the drive toward Juliech. On 31 December
194N, the §21st Yank Destroyer Hatbalionts guns wers guarding btark

approaches leading to the west from Julich.

TI1 TACYICAL OFERATIONS DURTHG ISUS
1. Defense of the Roor River Iine. '

8. In coordination with tri;a 29th pivision Defense Fian for
the Divisi®n Zone, the 821lst Tank Destroyer Battalion continued %o
prepars gun pogitions snd to impmye those already prapared.

be Acting on orders of the eommanding Qeneral, 29th Dlve
ision ArtiTlery, the 821st Tank Destroyer Batbtalion assumed the respe
onsibility for preparing defenses sgainst possible infiltration by
enemy ground forces and enemy paratroopers for the town of Slersdorf,
The Vedical Detachment and other elements of the Battalion engaged in
this plamning and treining with eleéments of other wnits billided in
thelr respective aress. Seveval proctice slerts were engsged in.

| o, The Dattalion erossed the Roer River during the last
part of Feblruary, and participated i;i the capture of Jullich and Broich.

d. Pricr to the crossing of the Rocr River, a grester need
vias seen Oy additional transportebion for the wounded, wWith %his in
mind, one half-track vehicls was amsigned to each lins company., They
ware painted with red crosses and equipped to carry four litter cases.
Thege vehicles proved to be very satisfactory and also provided the
medical departnent persomnel and the wounded more protection than was
possible with a litter earrying jeep.

e After erossing the Roer klver and while advancing through
the town of Julich, one of these holf~tracks was hit by a bomb and it
canght on fire. The vehicle was not carrying any casualties at that
bime, but one merber of the Medical -Netachment, who was yiding in the
vehicle, was wounded and was evaouated. .

2. The Prive to the Worth and Fast From Jwlich.

- 8+ Afber the capture of Julich the Battalion contimued to
attack and™to capture objectives north and east of Julich., The
Battalion, with the 29th mfantry Division, continued to advance and
attacked to complete the reduction and occupation of Mnchen Gladbach
during February and Mareh 1945. (n 2 March 19L5 the Battalion moved
into an assembly area in the vieinity of (lesankerchen for a period
of rehabilitation. _
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(1) Puring this period of rehabilitation the Medical
Detachment was engaged in an intensive training program concerning all
Yedical Department functions. Iectires were glven by members of the
MYedical Detaciment on administrative and medliocal subjects.

b. The Batbtalion crossed the Fhine River via.love Bridge

3, Qperations against the “Rdhy Fockett,

a, Turing April the Battaiim moved from the east bank of the
Bhine Rive? to the north of the wmuhr Pocket® and was committed in the
fighting and the cleaning up of the "puhr PocketM.

b. The Battalion made a mq‘tbr march to an assémb]y area near
the #lbe RIver and took part in the final mopping up of enemy resistance
in the towns and on the roads leadisg to the west bank of the Flbe River.

i« During April and the first part of May, the Battalion eontinued
ittg rear ares seourity and military gov'emmen{'. funetionse. The Medical
petachment participeted in tha operation of camps for displaced persons
and allied prisoners of war. : .
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‘;‘50“ ¥y,

0

L

&

5, On 20 May 19LS the Battalion moved by motor march to itts g
agsigned area in the Bnelave Military Distriot. - . \if,ﬁ %,.f/'}

'6. puring all phases of operat.iohs the following method of utilize
ing medical personnel was used:

: a. Three medical aid men ard one 4 ton wvehicle driver, with
" wehicla, wire attached to esch Destroyer Company. One aid man was
assigned to sach Destroyer Flatoon and remained with the platoon at
a1l times., The driver remained at the Compeny CP and had availsble !
a litter carrying % ton vehicle for immediate dispateh to any of the i
company's destroyer platoons. ‘

i
B. e to the faet thab the taotical employment of Tank

Destroyer Flatoons require that, in most all cases, the platoons be
widely separated, this method of utilizing madical personnel proved
to be more than sstisfactory. The aid man with the platoon was
always avallsble to administer first aid to the wounded while walting
for the man with the vehicle to evacuate them to the nearest medical
installation. ‘

¢. During the latter part of 194l the battalion was changed
from a towSd battalion to a self propelled battalion. This did not
effect the method of using one aid man with each platoon as here to
fore explained,
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T+ Zguipment, supplies and transportation.

a, Bxtra suwlies were drawm from 29th pivision Wedicsal
Supplys ATthree day eupply was maintalned at all timess Medical
supplies have been adeguates

b. The Hadical Debaohment was equipped with the following
trangportafion, One 3/i ton weapons carrier with 1 ton trailers
four 4 ton jeeps; cns ambulance and three half=track vehicles. At
the close of the war thaese¢ half-tracks were turned back to the
battalion, The Jesps were equipped with litter racks capsble of ;
carrying six litter cawmes. Hedloal Detachment was completly equipp=-
ed in accordance with T§ 18-25, The surgicsl and diagnostis equip-
ment, drugs, biological ete were adequate to garry on the usual
a.c-biv-ltias of the sverage Bn lst A;Ld sha*bion. The orgmic transportie
tion proved to be adequate.

8+ Food, messing, sewage and %véste disposal and insect control.

a., Through all phases of operstions the food supply has been
sdequate. “The rations have not been wmiform but have been so rotated
. to provide a varied diet., ngt, 9¥n, and rl0-1%, rations were ¢onsumod
by forward elements. Rations are issved dally thus allsviating the
ggzﬁsigy ng‘ providing etorage facilitles. There is no wastage of

e fo

be 211 elements of the battalion are equipped with indivi-
dual cooke¥s in suffieient guantities to make it possible for them to
have threse hot meals a day without the aid of the corpany kitchen,
Each company kitchen was held at the company 0Py when nommel reliefs
were effected for platoons on the lina they would avail themselves of
the mess at the P, Three hot meals were fed to all troops.

¢. Straddle trench latrines and garbage pits for disposal of
kitehen waSte were used during all phases of tactical operations, BRoth
garbage pits and latrines are inspected by medical persommel to insure
that eurrent regulations pertaining to field senitation were properly
caryizd outs Inspections were made vhile the pit or 1z trine was in
ugse as well as after it was closed. JIatrine and garbage pit signs
wore posted in both mnglish snd the. language of the country in which
we werae operating. After the cessation of hostilitles in the BT,
latrines in buildings were used and were cared for in the usual garrim
80N manner.

d. At no time during operatims on the continent have ine
sacts presented a problem, however, insecticide powder was issued to
each man and an additimai supply was mainbtained at the Battalion Aid
Station. Mess hallg and kitchens have bean sprayed with DeDeTe
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_ s During sl1 phases of corbat and after the cessabion of |
 hostilities, troops were aubhorized to take adventage of houses and
buil%sdfqn living quarters. A minimum of 35 sq. foot per man was
nain SLiNeUe .

fe During the period covered by thie report, the water
supply has™been adequate. All water is procured from engineer approve
od water pointg, Vater is carrled in five gaellon gnartermaster cans,
these cans are carried by vehicle from the water points to troors. A
sarple of each load of waler is tasted at the Battalion Ai8 station for
residual chlorine content. The daily range of free chlorine rongss
from 0.2 pepatin t0 1.0 plus. Watar testing less than Oals PeDele 18
rochlorinated. P

g.; shower points and qudrtermaster laundries were in operas
tion In refY areas., These facilifles have beon avallsble to all men
of the battalion during all phases of operations. Fen were constante
1y inspected for personal cleanliymess and in all cases a superior .
state of personal hygiens has exigteds

- he Venoreal Diseaseg have not been a major problem in this
organizabtifine A continous eaducsbional program has been conducted to
kaep the nen informed of the dangsrs of infection and proventsblve
meagures to be taken. Muphases was placed on the fach that duz to the
low moral standards and the high venereal disease rate in Duropesn
cowntries svery precavbion must be taken te avold infectlon. Fosters
urging care, contience and aobrieby vere prominently displeyede A
venereal dlsease control officer has been appoinbed in each company.

9« Casualties. Due to enamy action the folleowing cusuelilen were
suffered By thHe Hadiesl Department Detachment sinece landing on the
continent on 26 Jume 1945.

b. One enlisted man slightly wounded in action from enemy
anti-parsoinel bombs. ‘

arbdt] ?“;.rgine enlisted men slightly wounded in action from enemy
4. GW - i ’

2- One enlisted man slightly wonunded in action from a bomb.
10, commandin% Officer, Walker ¥, Weed, Captain, ¥ ¢ hsg been in

command O $he Fedic Dartment Detachment of 821st Tank Destroyer
Battalion from 26 pugust 19h2 to 30 June 1915.
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the peried 1 Jamary to 30 June 19h5,. <D
IV AYARDS AND DEGORATIONS

ls True to the traditions of the Army Medical forps, men of the
821st Tank Destroyer Battalion ¥edical Detachment distinguished theme
selves by performing services above and beyond the call of duty. The
following paragraphs gives the nawea of the men coneerned and a synopw
sis of the deed performed, ‘

a« Pfc Langard P, Darter, (then Pvt) 3535286l Medieal
Detachment™rendered firet aid to the wounded while under enemy shell
and small arms fires On 31 July 194k, about 1500, while the st
platoon of os "A® was in position against the enemy in the vieinity
of Villeboudon, Hormandy, Francey the enemy attacked with a heavy
barrage of artillery and small amps fire, inflicting many casualties
on the plateon, Pfe Darter, while under continuous enemy shell fire
and exposing himself to small amg fire, gave first aid to the wound-
ed men. His emcellent work ss first aid man while under shell and
small svms fire snd devotion to duty reflecte great oredit upon hime
self and the military service. Pfe Darter was not wounded in the pore -
formance of hils duties. For meritorious service resulting from enemy i
action Pfe Darter was aswarded the Bronze star Medal.

bs Teo 5 Clarence B. Collise, 35306318, Medical Detachment
administerdd first aid to the wounded. On 9 September 194, the 2nd
platoon of Co. "O* was in & direct fire position against the enemy on
Hill 103, vieinity of 0d Brendegne, Brittany Peninsula, The enemy
1aid down a heavy barrage of artillery fire on the platoon, inflicting
casuattiess Having been wounded himself end still under heavy enemy
shell fire, Tec 5 Collise administered first ald %o his wounded companw
ions and instructed .other members of the platoon in rendering first aid -
also. Hls exoellent work as firsteaid man and devotion to duty while L
under enemy shell fire reflects great credit upon himself snd the mile
itary service. Tec 5 Collize was wounded during the performamce of this
act. For meritorious service resulting from enemy action Tee 5 Collise
was avarded the Bronze Star Wedal,

¢e Tet )y Bernard I, DNorothy, (then Pfe) 39238570, Medical
Detachment™avacnated wounded under enemy shellfire, On the night of
10 September 19Lli, the 2nd platoon of (ompany "R", was cccupying a fort
in the vielnily of Brest, which was, being shelled incessantly by enemy
guns of Fort de Partzie. A shell siruck outside of a pillbox about
200 yards from the fort, seriously injuring 2 member of the Recormailgsw
ance Flatoon.  With utter disregard for hiz own safety, Tec L Dorothy,
in his capacity as Co-Ald man, with the assistance of another member -
of the platoor, worked his way to the vounded man and brought him
back to safety while under continuois enemy shellfire. His courage
and devotion to duty refleot credit upon himself and the military serw
vice. For meritorious service resulting from enemy action in Brittany, -
France, Tec L Dorothy was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Tee L Dorothy ?
was not wounded during the performonce of this act.

o
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da Toc L Clavis 1. Rell, (then Tec 5) 38137837, Hedical Dete
achment evBeuated wounded while under heavy enemy shellfire. On 26
Yovarber 1%hly, the lst and 3rd platoons of Company "Bt were in direct
fire vositions against the enemy in Bourhelm, Germeny. A tankeled
counter attack was launched by the enemy, inflicting many casuglbles
on both platoons. Tec ly Belly in his capacity az Cow~ald man, with utter
disregard for his own safety snd vadey conbtinuous enemy shellfire,
aduinigtercd first aid to the wounded and helped evacuate them to the
safety of nearby basements, Mis unflinching covrape, execllent work
as firsteaid men under heavy enemy shellfire and devotion to duly re-
flact great eredit uvpon himself and the military rervice. uring this
counter abtack some of bthe men with Tec & Bell were sajtured but he.
weg permitied to reomsin behind and sdninister Cirst 2id te the vounded,
Pec &} Bell was nobt wonnded in the performance of this acht. For herocic
achievanent during enemy action Teg 4 Bell was awarded the Brenve Stay
Yedal. L

e. Tec 5 Theodore As Nicholas, (then rfe) 36062481, Hedical
Nebachment™evaemaboed wounded while under heavy enemy shellfire. n
26 Novembar 194l;, the lst and 3rd platoons of Company oR" were in direet
fire positicas sgainst the eremy 1nh Bourhoim, Germany. & tank-led
counter sbback was lamched by the enemy, inflicting meny casualties
on both platoons, Tee 5 Wicholes, in his capacity as Co~pld men, with
yther disvegard for his own safety and under contimous enemy shell-
fire, administerod first aid to the wounded and helped evacuabe them
to the safety of nearby brsements. :Jis unflinching courage, excellent
work ae firgt-sid man under heavy sneny shellfive and devoblion to duby
reflect great credit wpon himself and the militayy. service. Tec 5 :
Nicholas was not wounded in the nerformance of this act. ¥For herole
achievement during enemy sction in Bourheim, Germany ‘Tee 5 Hicholas
was awarded the Bronze star Medal.

£. 0Pl Jack (mmi) Gold, (then Pyb) 32613619, Medical Dot
achment evacuated wounded vhile undexr heavy eneuy shellfire. 0n 26
November 194k, the 1lst and 3rd platoons of Corany "B* wore in divect
fire position against the enemy in Bourheim, Germanys A tankeled
enemy counter attack was lauwnched, inflicting many casualties on -
both platoons. Opl Gold, in his capacity as Co=-iid man, with ubber
disregard for his owm scfeby and wnder conbiruvous onemy shellfiive,
administered first aid to the wounded e=nd helped evacuabe them to the
safety of nearby basements, His nnflinching courage, excalleub work
as Tirgteaid man under heavy enemy shellfire and devotion to duby re-
flect grast eredit wpon bimself md the militmy service. During this
comtber attack some of the men with Cpl Gold were captured but he was
permitiad to rema’n behind and administer first ald to the woundads
gpi Gold was nobt wounded in the performence of this act. ¥For harioe
ashievement during enemy netion in Bourhelinm, fBermeny, Ol fGold was
awarded the PBronze Star Hedal. : <
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g Pvt Bdward J. Ziskoski, 36343335, Medical Debachment
evacuated Tasualtles under enemy shellfires Imring the period 23
November 194h, to 26 November 194}, in Germany, Pvht Ziskoski, driver,
Medical Nepartment Detachment attachad to Company wan, displayed oubw
standing courage and devotion to duty. During the sbove period, Ivt
Z2iskoskl evaguated the wounded by Jesp under intemittent enemy shelle
fire. During the evening of 25 Nevember 194l and through out the day
on 26 Noverber 19h), Prt Ziskoski evacuated the wounded from Fngelse
dorf, Germany where heavy casualties were sustained. Pvt Ziskoskits
devotion to duby and wnflinching ¢ourage under enemy shellfire reflects
the highest credit upon himself and the military service. Pvi Ziskoskl
was not woundad during this period. For Weritorious service in milie
tary ozéﬁarja.tions against the enemy Prt Ziskoskl was awarded the Bronze
Star Hi - . ,

. _he Captain Walker W. Heed, 0-}78850, was awarded ths Bronse
Star Hedal™Yor meritoriocus service in military operations against the
eneny from the period 26 June 194l to 1 March 1915, During the sbove
period, Capt Reed by his oubstanding spirit and devotion to duty,
materially eontridbuted to the suc¢ess of the combat efficiency of thig
organization, in keaping the command in exascllent health and a high
state of sanitation. His superior skill giving aid to the wounded and
rapidly evacuating the wounded under the most adverse conditions, is
an ingpiration to all under his centrol and contact. By his unswerve
ing devotion to duty under the mosh adverse conditions, he was of oubte
standing service 4o his unit. e

1. Pec 3 Doyle Y. Jones, (then Teec §) 39007266, Medical Det-
achment evdouated a wunded soldier under intense enemy fire. For herw :
olc achievement in military operations against the enemy on 2) April |
LS in Germany. During the attack on Iaase, Germany a wounded infante
rymen lay in an open field, Tec 3 Jones with utter diuvregard for his
omn personal safely ran across the field, under intense enemy sniper co
and morbar fire, and evacuated the wounded soldier to safety in a |
nearly building and administered first aid. The personal courage,
coolness under fire and ontstanding devotion to duby reflect grest
credit upon himself and the military service. Tec 3 Jones was nob
wounded in the performance of this acte. For heroie achievament dur-
ing enemy actdion Tec 3 Jones was awarded the Bronze Star MHedal,

2« The Purple Heart wag swarded the following named officer for
wounds recelved in action against the enauy on the date following his
name s '

gart, waller ¥, Heed 0478880 31 July 19hh

3. The Furple Heart was awarded: the following nemed enlisted man
for wounds received in aetion agalingt the ensuy on the date following

i
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izt

Tee 5 Thomae J, Stack . 32756332 1 Augnst 19h%
Gpl ~  Jack mmi Gold 32613619 13 Auguet 194
Tec i Bernard nmi Bernstein 36333659 1L August 194
Tec 5 (larence F. Collise : - 35306318 9 Beptamber 194k
e H arris J. Warkowitz - 32613733 17 September 194k
fe  Richard He Terrell .. 1800L929 23 Novembar 19kl
vt Biward J. Ziskoski . 36343335 16 peceamber 194,
Tec b Clavis 1. Bell - 368137837 %ﬁ February 1945
Tec i Bernard I. Dorothy | 39238570 March 1945

e The Oak leaf (luster to the }“}‘urple Heart was awarded to the
following named énlisted men for wounds received in adgtion against the
enemy on the date following thelr names;

Tec 5 Thomas J. Stack 32756332 17 November 19l
opl Jack mmi Golg !, 32613619 . 23 November 194l

¥ SUMMARY AND CONCLUSICNS

l. The employement of medical pid men, one ald man with each
Destroyer platoon, although not confprming to recommended procedure;
proved to be the most effecient and sffective method for a Tank Deste
royer Battalion, _ ‘

2. In combat the most essential medical department ltems to be

carried In the medical aid ment's kit are morphine syrettes, sulfa dmgé,

Garlisle type dressings, triangular bandages and bandage scissors,
All other articles in the first ald kits are superfluous.

3. In our opinion the 10kth Vedical Battalion of the 29%h
Division is & superior organizatlon., Casualties have been evacuated
prompbly. . ’

he The 29th Division Surgeon’s Office and the 29th Division
Artillery Surgeonts 0ffice have been very cooperative in all technical
anrl administrative matters,

é:ezzfa- ,&/.»5(%\ ¢
MR W, R
Captain, M C «
Gommanding
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