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1_SUMUAAY O OPYRATIONS

1. Contimuation of MASE V: The Pattle for julieh,

8, Turing the period, 1 pecexber 9Lk to 31 December 19LL,
tas 321st Tank Destroyer pattalion remained attached to the 29th
Division Artillery.

(1) At the beginning of the period, 82lst Tenk nsstroyer
Platoons were axployed in toe Divislon sone as roilm.

(a) The lat and 3rd platoons of Goapany "A" were
in direct fire positilns, e lst ;latoon in the vicinity of Fnglesdert,
map coordinates 7953, the 3rd platoon in the viginity of goslar, map
oourdinates 0159. The 2nd Platoon was in assembly position in the
vicinity of ongen, nep coordinates S53.3.

(b) The lst :latoon of Zowpany "B" was in indirest
fire position in tie Vicinivy of utizdor!{, mep soordinates 935570, The
2nd pPlatoon was in direct fire position in the visinity of Aldanioven,
map coordinates 9356, 7The 3rd [latoon was in assembly position in the
vicinity of schleiden, map eoordinstes $525L8,

(¢) ™a ist &nd 3rd platoons of Coapany » " were
in direct fire positiGns, the lat platoon in the vicinity of pourdiean,
s4p courdinates 015575, the 3rd rlatoun in the vieinity of wirohberg,
swp coordinaves OL562. The 2. Platoon was in indirect fire position
in toe vielnity of Siersdorf, ay coorilnates 37563

(4) rne lst Reconnaissance rPlation was located in
Lae vieinity of ilimiloven, nmap coordinates 730556, tneir miseion was to
maintain cuntact witn tae 702n:d Tank Testroysr pattalion, on their laft,
and taec L23rd Tank restroyer -attalion on tuair right, also jeneral rosd
red reconnaissance in tis Hlvisiown zons.

(2) Destroymr I'latoons e loyed on their priser; =ission
of direct 'ire, were in pgeneral gapport ol tie 27th Infantry "lvigionts
anti=recoanised deleramss, . lito.ns esployod on their secondary aission
of wunlirect fire wore in gipport of ihe Cires of 2yth “ivielon :rtillsry.
Indirect dssions were naraseing wnd imterdictory fire bejind eneryy lines,
A totaa of 4,907 rounds was [ired l:ilrect Jurin., the month of “eccaber,

be (m 1 Decemver L.y, actin on orders of the Comwmrn ing

marer.l, Inth nited states :r.y, tne .21st Tank Testroyer :attdliion
(roved) was redesiywtod J2lut Te Jestroyer pattalion (self propelled).
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gont'd; After Action Repors for she Wouth of Deseuber k.

(1) Priex to the astusl publisatien of the erders, fer
the redesignation of ths battalion, sy perssonsl wawe sent 6 &
ares in the rear te reseive instrustion in driving amd saixtenance of
Destroyers. is a result of this advanse trainiag it wag pessidle te sonvery
the battalion froa *rowed® to "38lf Propellede by effesting norwil ccapiny
and platoon reliefs.

(2) on 10 pecember 19k, the lst and 2ud platesms of
Company "A" were relisved of their tactisal amissisus and were held ia
Division reserve., As Division reserve the two platesns received
instruction in the employment of the =10 Destreoyer. Ompany "A%,
whils engaged in converting from the towed 1D gun to the ¥=10 nNestroyer,
maintained their towed guns and held then in for
Lomediate employment. At the end of the peried, 31 Desssber 19ih, the let
and 2nd rlatoons of Company *A* were squipped with =10 Destroyers. ™he
3rd platoan, not hawing completed conversion, retained their *rowed gQunse
for employnsnt. ’

(3) on 11 pecenber 194l the lst, 2nd and 3rd pPlatoons of
company "c® moved t0 & treining ares in the visinity ef wariadest,. map
coordinates 715525, to receive instruction in the ewpleymsnt of the ¥=20
Destroyer. Company *CWig Nestroyer Platoons remained in the training

_area until 20 December 19LL. ©n 20 December ths three platoons moved out
with their new weapons to ocogupy positions on the lims. pPositions showm
on inclosed overlay.

(L) 1210 Nestroyers were not available for Company "R*
durin; the period, however, intensive training was condusted in the
T erployment of the new weapon in preparation for the conversion.

(5) Reconnaissance Coupany was activated on 18 necember
1vkl.. 'The coxpany remained in assembly position in the vieinity of
tonson, mp coordinates 925535, during the organizing and treining peried,
10 necemver {0 31 Docember 194k

(a) on 24 necemver 19LL, the Pioneer Platoon of
recuniaigsance Jonpany cleared uine fields for Company *pv, Vine fields
were cleared from sslectad -altarmite and supplemsntary gun positions.

(L) on 25 Decexber 194), the 2nd ResonnAissance
flatoon establisned afl O in the vicinity of pier, map coordinates 0652,
oh 27 ecexver 7Ll the 2nd Reconnaissance platoon established a second
Cr in uhe vidinity of Schopaoven, map coordinates 0654. Both OP's were
awintained tirough the end of the period, 31 necember 19LL.

¢» On 15 pecemver 19LL, the 30th nfantry Division moved out
of tiw sector, on the 27th Infantry Divisionts right, for employment in
the First Argy Seotor. The 27th Infantry Division assumed responsibility
for the sector tuat had been osccupied by the 30th Infantry Division and
indtiated & deliberete defensive fire plan for the Division sone. In
coordinition with the Nivisionts fire plan, alternate and supplementary
fire positlons were selecled amd prepared for occupation,

(1) As far as orecticable pulldosers of the 121st ngineer
matwailon were used Lo prepars positions. In some instunces the bulldosers
were Jriven 0.1 oy enexy artillery and mortar fire. Yhen ensay activity
made it Lypractical to use vulldozers to prepare positions, they were dug
by nhand, unde. cover of darimess.
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cont'dy After Action Report for the wonth of Desesber 19hk.

(2) Deliberate dafensive fire positions were selected
in the sone bounded on ths norta uy a line tarough Bderen (map coordinates
955610), parmen (mmp soordinates 795615), and xoslar (map soordinates
0159) and bounded on the soith by a line through wiedermsrs (map
coordinstes 9755), Mettern (map coordinates 015k), Imden (map ceerdinstes
0352), and pler (mp coordinates 0352).

(3) puring the peried, 18 pecember 9Lk te 31 December
194L, oconstant reconnaisesnce whs made for fire positions on possible
tank approaches in the division sons. Positions already prepired were
continuelly improved. .

' d. At the end of the psrisd, 31 necember 19LL, three nestroyer
Platoons Wire in direet fire positions, in support of the 29th Tnfantry
Division's anti-aschanised defenses; the lst rlatoon, company “gv, in

the vicinity of pourheinm, map coordimstes 798571, the lst platoon,
gcompany “C", imn the vicinity of jersenhausen, map oocordinates 7560 and

the 3rd plateon, Company *C%, in the vicinity of rreialdenhoven, mmp
coordinates 9559. At the end of the period, two platoons were in indirect
fire positions, in support of the fires of 29th Division Artillery; the
2nd platoon, Compeny *B*, in the visinity of rettern, map coordinates

005k and the 2nd platoen, Conpany "G", in the vicinity of rreialdenhoven,
wap coordinates 765%.

e, A® & resilt of enemy action the following casiulties were
suffored, =

(1) Two ernlisted men were wounded in astion by shell
Iramsents from enery artilliery fire.

11 A%AETE AGD URCCOHATIONS

1. For nerolic achievement in militAry operations ageinst the enemy,
on the dates following their nanes, tue following named officer and
enlisted men were awarded the ironse star iedal.

lst 1t ‘ersian 4. Saaddy 0-15226302 26 yovember 19LL

s/s5gt mx gingery 39302002 11 November 194
s5¢t Andy . cmTuen 37276104 L %ovember 19LL
Tes L Frederick rarver 353665050 11 yovetsber 19LL
cpl paul A. ~inier 3915yLik 1 necember 194}
cpl Donald "woRvoy 39113620 L wovemver 194LL
Tes 5 Glovis L. nell 30137537 26 November 194l
PFC Theodore A. Nicholas 360662481 26 november 9Lk
PFC malter 7, Joanson 3ukl579% 1 necezber 194k
FFS peter Belluomin 3969136 L November 1yll
Pvt John C. nordon 20957069 1 pecenber 194,
pvt george U. van teter 33726522 11 November 17LL
pvt Jack nold 32613619 26 wovember 1L

2. Tor maritorious service in military operations ajainst the
eneyy, the following officers were amarded the jronze star *vedal,

1st 1t villiam 7. Dudley U~182228
lst Tt paal co @ ills 2=132503%

last 1t Jonn J., Yewoers )-132‘5030
lst 1t yllliax . ¥oods 0-1220370
st It 2eed D, ood =122604L
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cont'dy After Action eport iu: . .. onta of m~ecenber 134,

3, The purple jeart wes awarded the following named enlisted men
for wounds received in action a,ainst the enemy on the dates following
their naces:

st lsomard Jacxson 20956714 26 November 19LL

Cpl walter -, nray 35276832 15 necember 19L4L

Pvt verett garris 39554993 26 November 19LL

pPvt yillia~ c. papagianopoulos 13 pecember 19LL
31371229

Le Tue (Qak Teal Cluster to the Purple :jeart was awarded to the
followin; nanmed enlisted mar for wounds received in action against the
erneyy on the date following 1is nadae.

Cpl TAawrerce 1. naillau 39119721 18 pecember 19LY

III COMMANTING OFFICEHS

1. Lt Col yoward ifs Arbury was in command of the pattalion for the
period from 1 pecember 19LL to 31 December 19LL.

T 2 cowcomudnsforthowiodﬁvnlm Wi te
31 pecenmber 19LL were as listed below;

Qompany "A® - Gapt Rdward A. Hurie

Company "B* = lst It Nershan (. ghaddy 1 pec to 1l pec)
ist It Fleyd r. ginder (1 Dec to 31 pec)

Qompany *C* - lst It Dale A. Wafaiger
Bon Company - lst It Herwan He Von Benge
HQ Company -htumrqoo:.r‘

el
* BOWARD N, ARBURY
I 0ele, A
COMREDING
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PATTLE [Agh0 TUOTES AND CONC LUSIGHS

is TH has vLeen found in past actlon, that whem ensxy tanks neet
reglswinee &l tne face of a town, taey imnediately attempt to maneuver
Lo e Siancs o effe:t thelir penetraticue. 7y placing Tank Nestroyers on
comndin, round these fianxs ady Le denied the mansuvering tanks. 'dne
fielis and organie ST4m muns employed at the iamediate front would provide
sarficient resisiancc Lo cause Lie eneqy tankers to mie the {laniing
TROOUVET s

de In tuis tpe accion eanermy tAnss utilise all availavls dress,
sirrow..iin, sazll villages, thelr attempted penetrationse. 7y having
Cwal teslroyers on tae higher pround in the rear and on the flanks of towms,
e waxdiren miaeer of drews my be covered effectively. The remmining draws,
if any, oein, securel; mined and rotected by either Infantry or Tank
cegiroyer security personnel.

b, When Towed Tank Destraoyer ;uns are placed on high ground
tury «fTord an easlly detected and vulnerable target for enamy artillery.
rae W otnle faet, witiout exeeution, all juns, crews, and equipmsnt mast
Le du; n and sand bagmed. Camoufisge must be faultlsss, Movemsnt of
pecssonnel st be xept o an avsolute minimmm, somminiocstion ditches used
wenever posaicles In this type emplacement, for segurity reasons,
vehicles are often times leit back in the nesrest rear tomn that affords
defilade, 7ire and redio commnication must e maintained between the guns
and vehlcles to expedite any change of position and for resupply of ammmnitisn.

2, turing statis situations it is desirebls to dig euplasements in
forwar! positions for the w=10 nNestroyers, nowever, security ressons
vreclile actual occupation of the positions until absolutly mecessary,
T.i8 18 due 1o naving to start and run motors during ocold weathsr te
caarpe the vettery and because of the time required %o wara up
for an extended move. If positions must be cecupied it is felt st ame
nestroycr, of each piatoon commxitted, be held in the visimity ef the
position ares but im reserve, The reserve Nestroysr would de ready far
relisf of the destroyers in position, allowing them to be interelmageil
for maintenancs.

3. Tos new "ghell rlluminating Mx2k med 1 (Wavy
snite Star Cluster ghell), for tha 3" gum hae proven an emssllewt msitwa
or the illumimation of designated aresas during night epewhtisnes W
this parechute f{lare gives best results
approximately 1100 fest above the ground. alad
effective flluminatisn for appreximmtely 30 svesnds, over
yard ares, Some of the possibilities of the are ag fellown.
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ae Illamimatisn of closewin Serrais
for ouwr primary missiom. ’

be Illusination of aress 8t runges Wp % 9700 »
friendly aPiillsry chesrvers 0 spot targste end adjust fire
acourstely. :
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