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: CLASSIFICAT.ON REMOVED
HEADQUARTERS 821ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION (Towed)
A PO 230, Us Army
23 July 19LL g

SULJECT: After Action Report for “fonth of June, 19LlL.

The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D C.

)
o

T{RU : Commanding general, 29th Infantry Division, APO 29, U 8 Army.

T STTARY O OPRATIONS:
1l. :ovement to Combat Area:

a., 26 June Llj; Disembarked Omaha Beach, Normandy, France,
2000 hours, arriving from ‘arshalling Area, Southampton, England. Bivouaced
at Venicle Transit Caap Mo. L, vicinity Coleville sur fer, Coordinates
0c7507, Tor dewaterproofing. No action witih enemy.

b. 27 June LL: pattalion departed Vehicle Transit camp No. L at
0630 hours, erroute to Corps Assembly Area, vicinity Vouilly. Arrived at
assembly area at 1130 hours, coordinates 55631l (See attached overlay Mo. 1).
Tistunce travelel, 15 miles. Relieved from attaciment to 2d Tank Destroyer
sroup and attacned to 2yth Ifantry Division, per Tield Qrder o. 3, XIX Corps,
eifective tais dave. placed in 29th Infantry Division reserve. No action
wita eneigy.

c. 20 June LL: (1) 821 T 3n (swd CP) departed ussembly area near
Jeullly, 1230 hours, arrived at asse :0ly area at 1500 hours, coordinates
535725, {See attzcned overiay To. 2) Distance traveled 9 miles.

(2) I leadquarters Sompany (rear ecnelon) departed assembly
ars. near Vouilly, 1430 nwurs, arrived ¢t assembly area at 1500 nours,
coordinates JLOTL3. (See attacned overlay io. 2) Dista ce traveled 7 miles.

(3) coapany wit departed assembly arez near Youilly, 1330 .
ours, arrived ascemwly crea at 14ls hours, coordinates 5337°L.  (See attached ]
overla; To. 2; Distance treveled 10 .iles. A

) \.

thy soapany witt départed asseadly area near vouilly, 0915
whars, wrrived assembly ares ot 1J50 nours, cvordinates 531726, (See attached \
overlay To. 2 Listance traveiel 10 ziles.

() Zompany WM fedarvel assemply area near Voullly, 1330
n0:rs, arriveo assenuly area xt 13U hoars, coordinates 531724, (See attached :
sverlay 7o. 2) Listance travelei 10 miles.

©de 27 Jane Ly torougn 30 June Ly Battalion remained in asseably
pasitien {See averlay 0. 2). Compan) Comma cders and Reconnalssance (fficers
ade . reconnaissarce of tie road neuvs, and nossible forward gun positions for
anti=-tonxk celense of toe 2¥ta Infantry Divisiont 70 Action with enemy.

BTSSR

1. sereagto at end of Perivd (30 June ulh):

3. 32 yrficers.
De 2 arrent (fficers.

\ . . ; 3 ! ]
S. Tue listed ten(l 0o losh to sospital). 4
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IIT COIZMADIIG OFFICERS:

JOWAD . ATURY, Lt., Col., Fhe, Commanding Battalion.

SARL L. ITLIZR, Capte, TA., Commanding Headquarters Company.
m.'l'.'\."j) Ac EUP.KE’ Captc, FA Coma-ndj-ng Compmy “A“o

STEY T, [FATIERIIGTOH, Captey, TAe, Commanding Company "pn,

DOl A. STUART, Capte, FA., Commanding Company fCH.

WALYRR W/, REED, Capt., "C., Commanding Medical Ddtachment.

IV LOCATICN OF C.UPARITS, 30 June Lh:

1. 321 1o = (Fwd Op), coordinates 535725

2. Ileadquarters Company (Rear Echelon), coordinates S5L37.43.

3. Company mn, coordinates 53372k,

Le Company win, coordinates 531726,

5. Company "%, coordinates 531725.

otes nll companies -t end of period were located in an assembly,

sosition near “oon sur Blle, awaiting assignment of mission by 29th
‘infanury Division Anti-Tark officer. ’

HAARD He ARBURY
It. Col., TA
Commanding

1R 1)
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HEADGUARTERS
821st TANX DESTROYER BATTALTON
APO 230

S-1 JOUFNAL - Fer menth ending 30 Juoe 15lks ~

June 27 0001 to 2400: O515: Captain Realmer, of 2nd TD Group, contacted Lt
Tol Arbury, and notified Him that he would lead the Bn to the assenbly area
assigned to the Bn by XXX Corps. h
0630: Bn moved from Vehicle Transit Camp at Coleville-sur-mer, (Less Co WB")
O9I5: Bn (Less Co "B") arrivéd at assembly area A-30.
D9L5: Bn CP set up and telephone cormunication estsblished with XIX Corps.

: Co "B® arrived at assembly area 4-30. '
TID0: Col Flms and Lt Col Bell of the 2nd TD Group visited the Bn CP.
TI5: Bn S-2 (Capt Smith) and the Bn S-3 (Major Vollendorff) visited the
XIX Corps CP and brought their situation and operation maps up to date., Co
Commanders and Ren Officers spent the day learming the road net and establishing
laigion with adjacent units,
2330: Received Field Order No 3 from XTX Corps: Bn attached to 29th Inf Div.
Substance of Order: 3rd Armored Division to attack high ground north of St Lo
at 290900, 29th Inf Div to secure ground taken by 3rd Armored, After ground
is secured 3rd Armored to fall back to assembly area. This Bn to be 29th Inf
Div reserves (Initially). ‘

June 28 0001 to 2400s 1215: Bn Commander returned from visit to 29th Inf

Biv CF with instructions for Bn to move to vicinity of Cord 535725. Line
Companies to take assembly positions, Cp Group and Rcn Plts to go to forward
assembly positions, Rear Echelon to vicimity of Cord SLOTLT.

1115: CP Group and Ren Platoons wernt into bivouae in vicinity of Cord 53557265,
" ¥icinmity of Moon-sur-Elle., Line Companies went into bivouac in vicinity of
Moon-sur-Elle, Rear Echelon in vicinity of La Fotelaie, Cord SLO7L7. line

Co Comuanders and Company Officers recoinoitered for firing positions to support
29th Inf Div in case of counter attack by armor.

June 29 0001 to 2400: All elements remained in assembly positions. ILine Co
Com.anders and Company Officers made reconnaissance throughout the day, reporting
road conditions and enemy activity and frindly forces progress to the Bn C.0.

June 30 0001 to 2400: Bn Commander and Co Commanders visited General Gearhardt
at 29th Il Div CP. All elements remained in assembly positions, Co Comdrs
contirmued to make reconnaissance tours, reporting findings to Bn C.0.
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A21st TRV MESTROYLD T ATPATTIN
LPD 230
ST JTUNUIT e Tor sananth o endd oo 3 June 1900
Toma 27 200 4o e 20 1807 °

Crier ?
r mevad into Rwsuac, Serd 536557260,
*ige erne=y soldiers mersonal muil found in 2n area,
Picked 1 nerisdic report #20,
21 hra sent to Hg Co,

Trom 29th Div,

-oosent Yo 317 Cempanies,

and "M Cote 2,0, to check rou? nets in Dwd areas,
net to Cp

sent to Thv, Jormal 2losad as

n atfanhed o D0 TS Miv, ol ;

a 3.

B e 209
~ oronevt, F01

Lt 0, rotrrred

s o,

teoremomy

of 1500 hours,

19

Tann 20
o 20

risited vl positions,

to C%,
forward to check TP of adjacent units.,
from 20th Div,
all eompanies.,
(5324

“1"e

re*uraed

Periodiz ronart, 429 receoived
3ign and countersicn sent, te
.

and 323 ™
CP.

»aj Watts rennrted hy nhone
Terfedin report 82 iscued,

nn S5=2 vent to Div
®n 5=2 ratorned to
that tanxs were sirhted at Cord 5379 and
Jou-nal closed as of 1590 hra,

1Tt June 30 230N0:

T
29222);

area,
of Hg Co Area at 18" hrs,

Tmrry niane sighted over o
Sniper rerorted Ain vicinity

SMITH

Turned in to 3-2,

Cord 5306552,




t
From* _261600-3-dun-4é——
To ¢ 2518003 -dum 44— — -
. 821st TD Bnu.
\éi
Number ——
MAPS: P-ANGE-1/25y000

1. ENEMY SITUATION.

an., Fromt line: Does not spply.

b. Defensive orgenisations: Dees not apply.
o. Units in eonmtact: Does not spply.

d. Artillery: Ne shelling im unit sree.

e. Reservess Does not spply.

2. ENEMY OPERATIUNS.
Negative.

3. MISCELLANEOUS.
Negative.

4, ENELY CAPABILITIES,
Does mot apply.

8
O
-
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HRADQIARTERS -
821st TANK DESTROYER BATTALION T Pile
© APO #230 U. S ARMY _
8-3 JOURMAL | MWONTH BIN X0 JUNE 1946 . |

THE FOLLOWING IS THE INITIAL ENTRY OF 8-3 APTER LANDIIG IN NONANDY, FRAKCE.

No. Im Out From  girmed via Messages, Orders, Imoidents, Bto. Disposition

Bn., C.P. set up 27 Juns 1944 at
09% 27 June 1944. Assembly .
Area A-30 Coords. 56608146 sSu?P

1300 : )| Opers. overlay 262100 Rec'd sur
1500 ) Bn. C.0. & 8-3 made reoconnsissame
of roads, area, ete. )
2100 Bn. C.0., & 83 returnsd to 8-3
2330 - 2 1D Gpp 27200 X Reo'd FP.0. #8 XIX Corps - 272030 June
44 - Paragrsph 3-P(1) showed
.821st TD Bn atohed 289th Div. sM?P

28 JUNE 1944

_ 0845 ) Bn C.0. & 8-3 left for 29th Div,
1216 Bn C,0. & 8-8 returned to C.P. '
1016 - ) Lt. Col.Bell, 2 TD Grp visited CP
1060 Co. C.0.'s left to recon. new asaem~
bly posns. vic of Moon Sur Elle
1300 M Sitrep to C.0. 2nd TD OGrp. Present
posns.& route & new essem, ared M8
1215 1215 Ba C.0. brought overlay of anti-tank
» defen ses, 29th Div. SF
e 1246 Line Co.'s started -ovii out
1416 C.P. Grp. moved to new fwd assem.
ares - 536672656 Vic Moon Sur Blle

16X Overley No. 1 to Div Arty 29th Div S M
Disposi tions
1715 ) 1200 M Received FO $16 - 29th Div. SKPF *

1740 MM Reqest SOP 8-3 reports Div - Gp
SOP if none desig. sF

2000 Div AT kn Contaot Hq 115th AM 29 - 1 Coy sup-
port 2 Bns follow move into posn
w/115th in afternoon. 2 coys. rel.
823rd 29 June - Order following eve.

of 29th. S.F. T
2020 Div Arty 1530 M Cherge 1 to FO #15, fire sup sched;
. Front line desig. ) T F
2200 . Maj Watts Tel Until status of the unit with 29th

Div is clarified, reconnai ssance and
not ooccupation of posn. will be in .
efTect for counter attack measures. 8. F,

2400 <4 §-3 2345 M C.G. Div. Arty, 29 Div, Ag¢t. AT, OfF.
Sitreps to be reported as por instrs. S

2400 s-3 M Periodic Report #1 sent to C.G. Div.
Arty, 29 Div,, A.T. Qfficer $F

144
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821st i.D, Bn. 3-8 Journal (Continued)
29 JULY 1944

u0.

in

Out JFrom Time Via

st‘rud Vie

Messages, Orders, Inoidents, Bto. Disposition

1000

. 1000 M

S8itrep R.oport #1 sent 29 Div Arty 8§ F

1010

Ba. C.0, left for Div, Arty

1136

Bn. Ce 00 returned to C.P-

1610

2nd 7,0. Orp officers visited C.P.

1646

8-3 left for 8 fwd posns.

1866

8'3 r.tmed to coPo

1710

Rec'd 29 Div 8it, overlay es of
1200 hours, 29 June sMuF

1806

Daily report sent to 2nd TD Grp 8

1930

Bn C.0, left for Rear Rchelon

2010

Sitrep §2 sent to :9th Div Arty

2036

Bn. C.0. returned to C.P.

2160

Capt Stuert reported 3rd Armor dig-
ging in far tonight and resuming sat-
taock at 0800 tomorrow

30 June 1944

0130

29 Div M

F O #16 received S8TMF

-0830

Tos- All Comrds - LATITUDEs There
are instances where troops have fired
on friendly plenes & planes on our
troops. Steps are being taken to see
that mistekes are not made by pilots.
A.A, pero nnel must be warmed that
mission is to proteot objeative, it
is slso to protect frivndly eir

oraft (Gem . Bradley) 1lst Inds Div.
policy is not to fire at ngght and
in the day time only on plenes defi-
nitely identified as hostile. §TF

0900

8-3 & 8-2Sleft for Div. Arty & fwd.

1036

Major Seitz visited CP & left maps S

1104

BN C.0. & Co., C.0.'s left for Div.
to meet Gem. Gerhsrdt

12186

Bn. C.0., & Co. C.0.'8s returned

1215

8-3 * 8-2 Sgt. returned to C.P.

1330

Maj Wetts, <9th Div. A,T. visited CP

1335

Bn. overlay No. 1 (a) establishing Bn,
Security outposts distributed

1423

§-3 M

———.

To All Coy's. Submit to S~3 overlay on
1326000 of (1) Assem areas for Coy. in
ares sasigned as lst Priority Ren.

(2) Possible assem. areas for remain-
ing 2 Coys. in vic. & depth. (3) Se-
lected Gun posns. in sssigned aress

by 301800 June,

1457

S9~5 ¥

No 2 officers allowed fwd in seme véhe S T

16956

Bn C.0, departed for Rr Eonelon

j0q




821st T.,D., 5-3 Journ.. (Continued .

30 J4'INE 1944 (Continued)

In

ut

From

Time “Vie
Signed

Wessages, Urders, Inoidents, Etc. Dispoeiti ot

15¢8

All Coy'ss Have 1 off, eavailable to
bring Coy. eiming oircles to Bn. for
declinetion on cell,

&40

C.P. visited by Ma] Beockwith, Asst G4

1608

29 Div

Sit. Overlsy as of 301200 June Reo'd T

1640

25 Div

Tel

"C" Coy. will not be put into posn.
with 115th Inf. tonight. Clean sweep
of all 823rd units tomorrow afternoon. 8

1645

"C" Co. w 11 not go into posn. with

115th tonight. A olean sweep of all

823rd posn, will be mede by our unit,
probably afternoon 1 July 44, going

into posns. probably fwd of their pre-
sent pos. Ren. & Contact Resp. 823rd
elms., for their new disposition. 8

1658

Rectd "A" Co's Tent. overlay of various 8 M
positions,

1700

Rec'd "B" Cols Tent overlay of posns. S X

§-3

All Co's: Cheok vehicles, trenshes,
immersion heaters, latrines, security,
guard, polioce,

S-3

Sitrep Report #4 sent to 29th Div, AT

2108

2 Div

F.0. No. 17 received MS8S?T?

2130

"Cc" Co.

Overlay (Coy. C) of Platoon Assembly
areas (Tentative) M8

gt
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HQ XIX CORPS
APO 270
272030 June 44

LR
Msps: G.8.0.8. 4260 - 1/60,000 - Sheets 6R/6 and 6%/6.
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