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HEADNJUARTERS
821st Tank Destroyer Battalion (Towed)
APO 230

1 December 194l

AFTYR ACTION RSPORT FOK THE MONTH OF NOVELBTIR 19LL

I SUMARY OF OPERATIONS

1. PJASE V: The Battle for Jgulich.

a. puring the period 1 November 19LL; to 30 November 194k, the
821lst Tank Destroyer Battalion remained attached to the 29th Division
Artillery. At the beginning of the month o nA» was in Division reserve,
in the vicinity of schinveld, map coordinates 765650. The 1lst and 2nd
Platoons, Co "A", were employed in their seconuary mission of indirect
fire. (o n3t was also in pivision reserve, in the vicinity of gillrath,
map coordinates 830569. All platoons of Qo "gt were in assembly position,
Co "C" was in direct support of the 1l3th cavalry group in the vicinity
of Tuddern, map coordinates 7170. Co mChts guns were in direct fire
positions. Tne 1lst Reconnaissance Platoon was providing additional
security for co #Cc", in the vicinity of gangelt, map coordinates 780675,

(1) Due to the static nature of the operations at the
beginning of the month, it was possible to conduct a training program.
Training was conducted so that reliefs were effected for the men on the
line, thus enabling all men in the Battalion to participate. This
training was continued until the actual beginning of the Battle for
Julich, on 16 November 19Lk.

b. on 6 November 194k, the Battalion was relieved of
responsibility in the Tuddern (map coordinates 7170), Hastenrath
(map coordinates 7669), Gillrath (map coordinates $366), and Teveren
(map coordinates 8463) sectors. Acting on orders of the Commanding
General, 29th Division Artillery, the Battalion moved to a temporary
assembly position in the vicinity of Schaesberg, map coordinates 7956.

(1) puring the period 6 November 19LL to 16 November
194k, two TD Platoons were employed in direct fire positions. The lst
Platoon, Co #An, in direct support of the 115th Infantry Regiment, in
the vicinity of uybach, map coordinates 8659. The 3rd platoon, Co nmgm,
in direct support of the 175th Infantry Regiment, in the vicinity of
0ldtweiler, map coordinates 9156. (o "Br was employed on their secondary
mission of indirect fire in the vicinity of markstein yofstadt, map
coordinates 865570,

(2) During the static operations, from the 10th of
November to the 16th of November, Company Commanders and Company
0fficers made constant reconnaissance for forward gun positions in
the Division Sector. gSelected gun positions, on possible tank
approaches, were prepared for future occupation. This was done in
anticipation of the impending drive toward Julich.
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conttd: After Action Report for the Month of November 19k,

c. On 16 November 19uL, the 29th Division attacked to capture
objectives™in tneir path on the way to Julich (map coordinates 0359).
At the beginning of this period three platoons of the 821st Tank
Destroyer pattalion were in direct fire positions in general support of
the NDivision's anti~mechanized defenses. As the Division mopped up
resistance in villages, a platoon of TD's would move through the town and
cover the road nets on the enemy front, Due to the open terrain it was
necessary for a platoon of Thts to hold a position, at the tank approaches
to a captured village, until the infantry nad routed the enemy from the
next town anead and another TD platoon had secured the tank approaches to
the forward village. As the infantry moved forward, TD platoons would
tleap Frogh tiaeir positions, one platoon holding the rear until the
rorward approacnes were secure. Two companies of TD!'s were employed in
this manner.

(1) ¥rom 15 povemoer to 30 November 194k, 82lst Tank
nDestroyer Platoons were employed in a sector bounded on the north by
a line tnrough Ubach (map coordinates 865590), Setterich (map coordinates
91537), xoslar (map coordinates 005595) and bounded on the south by a
line through lierkstein (map coordinates 8555), Alsdorf (map coordinates
00545 ), sculeiden (mwap coordinates 9555), putzdorf (map coordinates
980555}, pourheim (map coordinates 0157) and Kirchberg (map coordinates
025550), At the end of the month our guns were guarding tank approaches
from the east at roslar (map coordinates U05595), Bourheim (map coordinates
Cl57) and fKirchberg (map coordinates 025560).

(2) The reserve platoons continued to fire indirect
missions of harassing and interdictory fire behind the enemy lines,
during the hours ot dariness. A total of 4,692 rounds were fired
indirect during tlie month of November.

de On iz 20th ou povemver 194k, the 1lst and 3rd Platoons
of Jompsny "2 were in direct fire positions in the vicinity of
Lourineim, map coordinates 0157. At approximately CTLS on the morning
of 20 ‘ovember tae cermans counter-attacked the lst and 3rd platoons!
rositions. Tne atiack was oreceeded by a heavy concentration of artillery
and nortar Jire. 41l .ut one ol tne 1st platoont's four guns were knocked
cut oy tue artillery and moridr fire. Tne counter-attack, tanks supported
Ly infartiry, was neaviest in tne lst platoon's sector. The remaining
gun, of Lne lst platoon, fired until the gun commander and gunner were
xilled and tne recainder of tne crew vere wounded. The crews of the
‘mcexed out guns Tougnt as inlantry for the duration of the attack. The
adttack of wne nermans vas successiully repulsed.

€. 4s a result ol enemy action the followin; casualties were
suirered,

(1) Five enlisted men were killed in action by shell
fraguents from enemy artillery and moria » fire,

(2) Two enlisted men died of wounds received in action.
Tit Udo men were swoundec vy snell fragments {rom ernemy artillery tire.

{3) vour officers snd twerty seven enlisted men were
wiounded In action by snell fragments from enemy artillery and mortar
iire.

(L) ™o enlisteu men were injured in action.

; Cne oflicer ana eignteen enlisted nen missing in

q 2

- -

CONFIDREMNTTAT

aZiion,.


http:conuaand.er
http:cuorcli,nat.es

cont'd; After Aciion Report for the month of Novevar 19LL.
II AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

1. For meritorious service in military operations against the
enemy, from 26 June 1944 to 18 September 194, and 28 September 19LL
to 18 November 194k, the following named officers were awarded the
Rronze Star Yedal; Major Robert E. Vollendorff 0415807, captain
Fdward A. Burke OLL0OS63, and Captain Dock A. Stuart 01166390,

2. For heroic achievement in military operations against the
enemy, on 15 october 19LL, the following named enlisted man was awarded
the Bronze Star Medal; Tec 5 Wwilliam E. Traynor 390L6062.

3. The purple Heart was awarded the following named officers and
enligted men for wounds received in action against the enemy on the dates
following their names;

Major Robert E. Vollendorff 0&15807, 12 November 19LL
1st It Mershan G. Shaddy 01822633 2L November 15Uk

S/sgt uax L. Kingery 39302002 12 November 19l
Sgt walter H. Acord 38563371 10 November 19LL
sgt Stanley . Morrell 39237118 5 November 194l
Tec L Frederick Garver 36366566 11 November 19LL

Tec L Henry F. Leonhardt 37269086 11 November 194k
¢pl Raymond A. pPratt Jgr. 18115217 10 povember 194LL

Tec 5 William Arant 39302400 11 November 19hL
Tec 5 Ralph E. Marshall 36556230 2Ly yovember 19LL
pfc Jerome 1. Goodman 37403663 2L November 19LL
Pfc Henry E. Haarstad 39036757 11 November 194L
pPfc Henry Rappolt 37L666L0O 26 November 19LlL
Pfec william E. Schoeppe 39552725 2L, vovember 19LL
pfe william R. Farias 39119562 2 November 194l
pfe George F. Schaefer 32708L69 11 November 19LL
pfe Ward B. Smith 32708330 13 November 19Li;
pvt Charles E. lobaugh 38128905 28 November 19LL
Pvt John &, Nilon 327080LL S November 194k
pvt Hendrick F. Solar 3120803k - 13 jlovember 194l
Pvt Richard H. Terrell 18004929 23 November 1944
Pvt Maunuel Q. Ubarra 3v28LL63 10 November 19LL

L. The pak Ieaf Cluster to the Purple Heart was awarded to the
following named enlisted uwen for wounds received in action against the
enemy on the dates following their names;

Sgt Joe A. Goodart 39036734 2l yovember i9LL
pfc william R. Farias 39119562 25 rovember 19L4
pfc Thomas J. Stack 32756332 12 November 194l
Pvt Jack gold 32613619 23 November 19LL

S. Tane following named enlisted men were recommended for award of
the Bron.e Star ledal for heroic achievement in military operations
against tue enemy on 4 llovember 19Li: Sgt Andy C. McRuen 3927610k,

Cpl Donald I. McEvoy 39119620, and Pfc Peter P, Belluomini 3969161,

o. The following named enlisted men were recommended for award
of uue Bronze Star ..edal for nercic achievement in military operations
against tne enemy on 11 November 19Lis §/5gt Max L. Kingery 35302002,
Tec L Fredericxk garver 30366566, and Pvt George U. Van Leter 33726822,
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BATTIR IBSSON NOTES AND CONCIUSIONS

Due to the lack of maturel osmouflage and protection, :I.nt-ho open
of ths curremt operstions, positions must be prepared
prior to moving to ocoupatiom. Action ageinst emsmy tenk-infantry teams,
of pourheim, proved this point. Pprior to the enemy
counter attack an additionil 1D sestion was moved into the vicinity. The
section was moved up during the hours of darimess, positions had not been
propnrodmdmucdu]dnotbopropc]yphcoddnrhgmniﬁt. The ensmy

and mortar fire would have had the same damaging effect.

2. One company of this unit was employed partially in primary mission
and partislly in secondary mission. (ne platoon contimually on primary
mission, with an additional platoon going from secondary mission to primery
mission. The chinge was made at daybreak each day. It was found that one
gun from the platoon undertaking both missions should be left in indirect .
fire position in order that daily registration could be made, also to
facilitate laying in of the platoon after dark.

3. This organization executed %dry runs" to prepared positions during
a recent rainy spell and found the following to be a facts; The use of
secondary roads as concealed approaches to gun positions, make the time
and space factors so great in going into positions that towed Tank Destroyer
guns must be left constantly in position to stop any hostils tank assault.

ke The value of trsining during static operations can not be over
emphasized. At all times the gecurity sections and crews of lknocked out
guns should and will be made available to help strengthen infantry lines
in the sector of the gun positions. Hence, proficiency in small arms is
essential. This can be accomplished only by constent training.

5. Due to increased enemy artillery fire during the current operations,
the following measures should be taken to protect both personnel and

equipment;

a, yaximim use should be made of remote control units. -
Radios will not ordinmarily operate in places that provide protection
from artillery fire. Radios can be kept in the open for better reception
and with the use of remote control, platoon leaders and section leaders
. can maintain control by radio without unnecessary exposure to artillery
fire.

b, Guns must be dug in first. This often times lesaves wvehicles
exposed to artillery fire without protection. Tires, radiators and
gasoline tanks should be hastily sand bagged. In most cases, a single
piece of shrapnel in the gas tank will set a& vehicls on fire. ghrapnel
in radiators and tires puts a vehicle out of comuission. All vehicles
. should be dug in as soon as possible. However, & few sand bags properly
placed will save a lot of time and material.

c. Bazookas are particularly vulnerabls to shrepnel, They
should be Placed in pazooka ®firing holes® for proteotion, and at no
time left above ground. On the subject of pazookas, don't let the
batteries get wet. -

e

- - Lo
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cont'd: Battle Iesson Notes and Conclusions.

6. Additional precautions should be taken on the police of wire
when operating with armor through maddy secondary roads. Don't expect
the tankers to see every wire, The safest policy is to keep wires off
the ground whenever possible.

7. Signal security should be stressed when operating against an
enemy who is holding a sizeable force in reserve. It can be assumed in
this type operation that sigrmal counter intelligence will be more active.

a, A pre-arranged message code has been adopted by this
organization Ifor use in sending radio messages, in lieu of the glidex.
It has proven to be more pratical, in that, it has a much larger vocabulary,
made especially for this unit, and messages can be coded and de-coded
much faster. Two PMC's are kept on hand at all times. In the event the
code in use is compromised by the enemy, the alternate code can be put
into immediate effect.

Al

Lt Col., FA
COMMANDING
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Schinveld 765650
Gillratn 830569
Tuddern 7179
cangelt 780675
Hastenrath 7669
Everen 8L63
Schaesberg 7956
Ubach 8659
0ldtweiler 9156
varkstein Hofstadt 865570
Julich 0359
Setterich 9159
Koslar 005595
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Alsdorf 890545
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putzdorf 980555
Bourheim 0157
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