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H~NUAH'I'ERS 
82lst TanK 	Destroyer Battalion (Towed) 

APO 230 

1 December 1944 

AFTl<~n ACTION R"~PORT FOP, TIlE !.iDN'T'H OF NOVE:.!B~ 1944 

I SUM:.:A.RY OF Opr',o.RA1'IONS 

1. PHASE V: The Battle for Julich. 

a. Durinl the period 1 November 1944 to 30 November 1944, the 
821st Tank-Destroyer Battalion remained attached to the 29th Division 
Artillery. At the beginning of the month GO "A" was in Division reserve, 
in the vicinity of scninveld, map coordinates 765650. The lst and 2nd 
platoons, Co "A", were employed in their secon'lary mission of indirect 
fire. Co "i~" was also in Division reserve, in the vicinity of Gillrath, 
map coordinates 830569. All platoons of Co "9" were in assembly position. 
Co "e" was in direct support of the ll)th cavalry Group in the vicinity 
of TUddern, map coordinates 7170. Co "C" 'S gilDS were in direct fire 
positions. Tne lst Reconnaissance platoon was providing additional 
security for co "C", in the vicinity of oange1t, map coordinates 780675. 

(1) Due to the static nature of the operations at the 
beginning of the month, it was possible to conduct a training program. 
Training was conducted so that reliefs were effected for the men on the 
line, thus enabling all men in the aattalion to participate. This 
training was continued until the actual beginning of the Battle for 
,JUlich, on 16 November 1944. 

b. on 6 November 1944, the Battalion was relieved of 
responsibi'lity in the TUddern (map coordinates 7170), Hastenrath 
(map coordinates 7669), Gillrath (map coordinates 9366), and Teveren 
(map coordinates 8463) sectors. Acting on orders of the commanding 
(Jeneral, 29th Division Artillery, the Battalion moved to a temporary 
assemb13 posir-ion in the vicinity of SChaesberg, map coordinates 7956. 

(1) During the period 6 November 1944 to 16 November 
1944, two TO plAtoons were employed in direct fire positions. The lat 
platoon, Co "A", in direct support of the l15th Infantry Regiment, in 
the vicinity of Ubach, map coordinates 8659. The 3rd plAtoon, Co "C", 
in direct support of the l75t.h Infantry Regiment, in the vicinity of 
oldtweil.er, map coordinates 915'6. co "B" was employed on their secondary 
mission of indirect fire in the viCinity of yarkstein Hofstadt, map 
coordinates 865570. 

(2) DUring the static operations, from the 10th. ot 
November to the 16th of November, compan;y COllllll&llders and COmpan,f 
officers made constant recounaisaance for forward ~ positiOns in 
the Division Sector. selected gun poSitions, on possible tank 
approaches, were prepared for f'u.ture occupation. This was doDe in 
antiCipation of the 1mpendiDg dri,.. toward J'Ulich. 
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cont'd: After Action Report for the Month of November 1944. 

c. on 16 November 1944, the 29th Division attacked to capture 
objectives-in their pat.h on the way to Julich (map coorclinates 035'9). 
At the beginning of this period three platoons of the 82lst Tank 
Destroyer Battalion were in direct fire positions in general support of 
the Division's anti-mechanized defenses. As the Division mopped up 
resistance in villages, a platoon of TD'S would move through the town and 
cover the road nets on the ene~ front. nue to the open terrain it was 
necessary for a platoon of TD'S to hold a position, at the tank approaches 
to a captured village, until the infantry nad routed the ene~ from the 
next town ahead and another TO platoon had secured the tank approaches to 
the forward village. As the infantry moved forward, Tn platoons would 
"Lea}) Frog" ti1eir positions, one platoon holding t.he rear until the 
forward approaches were secure. T'AO companies of TD'S were employed in 
this manner. 

(1) FNfll 16 Eovemoer to 30 November 1944, 82lst Tank 
Destroyer platoons were employed in a sector bounded on the north by' 
a line throueh Ubach (map coordinates 865590), Setterich (map coordinates 
915:1), Koslar (map coordinates 005595) aOO bounded on the south by' a 
line thro'Jbh Eerkstein (map coordinates 85.55), Alsdorf (map coord~tes 
0)054;;), SCllle1den (map coordinates 9555), PUtzdorf (map coordinates 
980555), nourheim (map coordinates 0157) and Kirchberg (map coordinates 
025560). At the end of the month our guns were guarding tank approaches 
from the east at !~oslar (map coordinates 005595), BOurheim (map coordinates 
J157) and Eirchberg (!:lap coordinates 025560). 

(2) The reserve platoons continued to fire indirect 
missions of haraSSing and interdiCtory fire behind the enemy lines, 
during the hours of darkness. A total of 4,692 rounds were fired 
inci.irect during tlle month of November. 

d. on tW3 20tl! oJ.' l;ove:u'uer 1)144, the 1st and Jrd plat.oons 
of :::;o:npi::lny ":111 were in direct fire iJosit.ions in the vicinity of 
;~ourileinl, marJ cuorcli,nat.es 0157. At appruximately 0745 on the morning 
of 26 ;ove;:100r tne r:.errr.ans counter-at tacked the lst and 3rd pla.toons ' 
""oshio)1:;. '211p' att.acJ.{ was preceeded by a heavy concentration of artillery 
and r:lorta:- .ire. I~ll ...ut une 0';:' tne lst pktoon1s four guns were knocked 
out uy t."'" artlllery an-':' I!lOr1.~r fire. Tne counter-attack, tanks supported 
Ly infaLtry, was heaviest in the 1st platoon's sector. The remaining 
t;Lln, of t.lle 1st L'latoon, fired until the gun conuaand.er and gunnel' were 
r:ille(i an') :.ne rel:.a.i.nder of "ne crew vrere wounded. The crews of the 
:':~cc;'~ed out gun::; ~"OUeilt as Jnl'antry for the duration of the attack. The 
atJtack of ~ile r;ermans .(as successfully repulsed. 

e. ;"5 a result of: enemy action the i'ollowint casualties were 
sui'l'erod. 

(1) ?iva enlisted men were killed in action by shell 
i'r.J.bwGl'lt:; i'r-:>r.. enemy c.rtillery and Inoria" fire. 

(2) T•. Q er.listei men died of wounds received in action. 
:'11:, t,iU r.!en i'iere 'j'UUnClea uy S!lt3l1 i'raUr.ents from enell\Y artillery fire. 

( .3) ~;,our officers <ind twenty seven entis ted men were 
;'",',,,.mdpG in i.1ction i...y shell fragments from enerrv artillery anrj marta::­
firp.. 

(4) ~iO enli",te.; Jilen were injured in action. 

(5) Gne oL'icer and eilC;;1teen enlisted nen mis~;ing in 
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cont'd, 4f'ter Ac".on Report for tbe MOnth of Nove,,-r 1944. 

n AWlRDS AND DECORATIONS 

1. For Mr1torioWl serviCe in military operations against the 
en~, from 26 JUIle 1944 to 18 September 1944, and 28 september 1944 
to 18 November 1944, the follpw1ng named ofUcera were awarded the 
Bronze star Medal, }.!ajor Robert E. vollendorff 0415807, captain 
Edward A. BUrke 0440563, and captain Dock A. stuart 01166390. 

2. For heroic achievement in military operations against tile 
enell\Y', on 15 october 1.944, the following named enlisted man was awarded 
the Bl'Onze star Medal, Tec 5 William E. Traynor 39046062. 

·3. The purple Heart was awarded the following named officers and 
enlisted men for wounds received in action against the eneD\Y on the dates 
fo1lowing their names, 

Major Robert E. vollendorff 0415807, 12 November 1944 
1st Lt Mershan G. Shaddy 01822638 24 November 1944·· 

s/sgt Max Lo Kingery 39302002 12 November 1944 
Sgt walter H. Acord 38563371 10 November 1944 
Sgt stanley If. Morrell 39237118 5 November 1944 
Tec 4 Frederick Garver 36366566 11 November 1944 
Tec 4 Henry F. ~onhardt 37269086 11 November 1944 
cpl Raymond A. pratt Jr. 18115217 10 November 1944 
Tec 5 William Arant 39302400 11 November 1944 
Tec 5 Ralph E. Marshall 36556230 24 November 1944 
ptc Jerome Lo GOodman 37403663 24 November 1944 
ptc Henry E. Haarstad 39036757 11 Novemb'.r 1944 
prc Henr,y Rappolt 37466640 26 November 1944 
pte William E. schoeppe 39552725 24 november 1944 
pfc William R. Farias 39119562 2 November 1944 
ptc Qeorge F. schaefer 32708469 11 November 1944 
pic Ward B. Smith 32705;30 13 November 1944 
pvt Charles E. IPbaugh 38121:l905 28 November 1944 
pvt John E. Nilon 32703044 5 November 1944 
pvt Hendrick F. solar 31208034 13 llovember 1944 
pvt Richard H. Terrell 18004929 23 November 1944 
pvt Manuel o. ijbarra 3;1284463 10 November 1944 

4. The oak Leaf Cluster to the purple Heart was awarded to the 
followinb named enlisted men for wounds received in action against the 
enemy on the dates following their names: 

Sgt Joe A. GOodart 39036134 2L ',rovember .L944 
pfc ~filliam R. Farias 39119562 25 november 1944 
pfc Thomas J. Stack 32756332 12 November 1944 
pvt Jack GOld 32613619 23 November 1944 

5. Tne following named enlisted men uere recommended for award of 
the Bron:",e star l!iedal for heroic achievement in lailitary operations 
against tHe enemy on 4 ;!ovember 1944: Sgt Andy c. f,icS\len 39276104, 
cp1 Donald. Z. MCEVOY 39119620, and pfc peter P. Belluomini 39691661. 

o. The folloWing named enli~ted men were recommended for award 
of "l1e Bronze star :.:edal for heroic achievement in milit.ary operations 
against tne enemy on 11 November 1944: S/Sgt uax L. Kingery 3)302002, 
Tec 4 ~~edericK QarVer 36366566, and pvt George u. van l~eter 33726822. 
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.L. ~ 1.. ~0.i. :0.';~r~ ::. hr("U",,' was in command of tne i:iat,t,alion for 
1.;.8 L,i;rie;j i'r ',u 1 ,'uve :!l)f;r 1744 to 3CJ "ovej;,b""r 1~44 • 

.2. ~J:n::;':"'lI.:r :;O;i!lIiirt:';ers ;"(Jr~"e "eriod fron 1 ·ove.,lber 1)44 to 
J.) :,0':e:::/,:::, 1/4i~ -;{ere a~ l~oted belo',f: 

:;a,t'Jt ;';OCi< ". st..lar~ (1 ':ov to 2J ~;ov) 
ls t, Lt ])aie ;". l;a;.'Zl.ger (2~ :!OV [.0 3 j en) 

I 

JIo:rl-.:-'_J ;1. :':~:',;r~Y 

Lt :;01., ,'I'. 
r;O:T;.::nr:G 
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1. J)U to tM lMk ef _'t;aMl .-atlap -.4 proteettoa, 1D ~ OPta 
rolllDg oOlJJltrT of _ ov:rw:t .,..t.1ou, podt1ou ..t be preparecl 

, prior to aov1.Dc to oooapat1oa. A,otMa ,,1ut ..... tl.Dk-1Atautz:r teea8, 
111 the v1c1D1ty of JOUbe:ba, pro_ 1;Ia1a po1l1t. prior to the .... 
coaater attack an ad41t1011i.l 'fD ...uoa .. .,ftCl into tM T1c1D1ty. !be 
..ot1on .. .,ftCl up dur11aI tbt boan of cI&rIcae••, po.itiou bad not bND 
prepared ani! PM coWl DOt be properll' placed dar1ll& the II1pt. _ .... 
attack .. pnoeeded br 1DteIIM art1lluy aDIl "na, tire, 1Ib.1ch aft 
the.. gana praUca1ll' u.._.. sed. tbe NOtion been attordK an opportwd:tT 
to prepare pos1t1one prior to occupation it 18 unlilceq that tbe art1l.la7' 
and .,rtar tire 1IOI1ld haft bad the .... dqa,g1q effect. 

2. one company ot tb18 1UI1t .... empl.o7ed part1a~ in ~ JIie.1on 
ADd partial4' in secondary JIie.1on. ()De platoon cont1na.&~ on pr1JIarT 
m:le.ion, with an add1t1o~1 platoon going tro. eeoondarJ au.ion to ~ 
m:lesion. The change we .-de at ~ each daT. It .... fOWld tbat ODI 
gun from the plaWon Wldertald.na both JI1e.101U1 shOl1l.d be att in 1.IJd1.nct ' 
tire position in order that da1ll' reg1atrat1on cOI114 be made, alao to 
tacilitate l.a;ring 111 ot the platoon atter dark. 

3. This organ1ation executed "dry 1'I1IUI" to prepared poe1tiolUl durinc 
a recent rain;y spell and found the following to be a tact, '!'be use ot 
.econdar.r roads as coacealad approaches to gIlD positions, -.lee the t_ 
am space factors 80 great 111 going into position. that tcnIH Tank nestroTer 
gI1IUI mat be lett constantq in po.ition to stop an;y hostile tank aaeault. 

4. The vame ot tra1n1.ng during static operations can DOt be oftr 
emphasized. At all times the .ecurity Nctions and cren of mocked OI1t 
guns should and W1ll be made available to help st.reJl&'tben intantr:1 lines 
in the sector of tbe gun positions. Hence, prot1cienq in na11 &1"1118 is 
eBsential. This can be accomplished onll' b,r cOlUltant tr&1.n1ni. 

S. nue to increased eD8lll\Y artillery fire during the current operatiolUl, 
the following meaaures should be taken to protect both personnel and 
equipment, 

a. )(8;X11D1m use should be made of re.,te control unite•. 
Radios wiII not ordUlar1q operate in places that provide protection 
from artillery fire. Radios can be kept in the open for better reception 
and nth the use of remote control, platoon leaders and section lea4ers 

, can maintain contro~ bT radio lI'1.thout unneces8&!'T exposure to artille17 

fire. 


b. (]UDS III1st be dug in first. Th1Js often tu.s leaw8 ftb.1clu 
exposed to-artillery fire without protection. Tires, radiators and 
gasoline tanks should be ha.till' 8and bagged. In !lOst cases, a .1ncle 
piece of ahrapnel in the gas tank 11111 _t a fth:iCle on fire. Shr&PDel 
in radiators and tires Ply a veM.cle OI1t of c~sion. 411 ftb.1cle• 

. should be dug in as .oon .. po.sible. Ho.eftr,,& tn -.ad bap properq 

placed 11'111 eave a lot of tiM and _ter1al. 


c. BAzookas are part1cular:q vulDerable to shl'apael. '!!ley 

should be placed in BAzooka "f1ring holes- for protection, am at DO 

tiJlle left above ground. on the subject of BAzookaa, don't let tbe 

batteries get ~. - - ­
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contld: Battle Desson Notes and conclusions. 

6. Additional precautions should be taken on the police of wire 
when operating with armor through muddy secondary roads. Donlt expect 
the tankers to see every wire. The safest policy is to keep wires off 
the ground whenever possible. 

7. Signal security should be stressed when operating against an 
enemy who is holding a sizeable force in reserve. It can be assumed in 
this type operation that sigtfal counter intelligence will be more active. 

a. A pre-arranged message code has been adopted by thia 
organization for use in sending radio messages, in lieu of the slide:lt. 
It has proven to be more pratical, in that, it has a much lArger vocabl1l&r7, 
made especialJ¥ for this unit, and messages can be coded and de-coded 
much faster. TWo PWJ 18 are kept on hand at all times. In the event the 
code in use is compromised by" the enemy, the alternate code can be put 
into immediate effect. 

Ib!it· 
HOWARD H.~(·
Lt col., F-' J 

COI8lA.HDING 
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CON TEN T S 

Europe 1/100,000 GSSS 4336 - Sheets 4 and 9 

EUrope 1/100, UUO GSGS 44.16 - Sneet R1 

overlay NO. 1 - positions during phase V 

* * * * * 
MA.P COORDlNA.TES O? TOYI1:S Fili.t":illRSD TO IN 


AFTRIi ACTION REroRT FOR T:{E MONTH OF NOm.:BER 1944 


schinveld 765650 

Gillratn 830569 

TUddern 7170 

aange1t 780675 

Hastenrath 7669 

EVeren 8463 

schaesberg 7956 

Ubach 8659 

oldtweiler 9156 

l!.arkstein Hofstadt 865570 

JUlich 0359 

Setterich 9159 

Koslar 005595 

),{erkstein· 8555 

Alsdorf 890545 

schleiden 9555 
putzdorf 980555 

Bourhe1m 0157 

Kirchberg 025560 ,I 
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