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HEADQUARTERS
J21st Tanc Destroyer pattalion (Towed)
APO 230

1 yovesber 1944
AITES ACTION REPOKRT FOR THY MONTH OF OCOTOBER 19LL
M

v LI L S

T SUMLAARY OF OPERATIONS
1. PHASE IV: Attack on the Siegfried Line.

a. During the period, 1 October 194L to 31 October 19LkL, the
8218t Tank Destroyer pattalion, less Company "pv, remsined attached to
the 29th Division Artillery. Coapany "p* was attached to the 30th
Infantry Division for operations against the Siegfried Line in the mmv
of Aachen, map coordinates 835430, Company "p" was relisved of attachment
to the 30th Iufantry pivision and reverted to pattalion control on 22
October 194k, on 22 October 19LL the 321st was relieved of assignment
to the First United States Army and was assigned to the Ninth United States
Ary.

be On 1 October 194k the 29th Infantry Division continued to

protect ths XIX Corps' left flank and to apply pressure to the 3sigfried
line. Company "A%*, (21st Tank Destroyer pattalion was in Division reserve
in the vicinity of Brunssum, map coordinates 765626, Company *"B% was in
direct support of the lst pattalion of the 1ll6th Infantry Regiment in the
vicinity of panerheid, map coordinates 760L80., (o "C®* was in direct
support of the 1l13th Cavalry Group in the vicinity of Tuddern, map ocordi-
_nates 710700,

i 6. Qompany "A%, less the 3rd Platoon, was neld in Division
reserve theé entire month of October. As the reserve company for anti-
mechanized defense, Company "A" was employed in their secondary mission
of iniirect fire. Indirect fire was unobserved haressing and interdistory,
directed benind enemy lines. Firing was done during the hours of darkness.

During the daylight hours the company was held in a position of resdiness
for their primary misseion,

(1) conpany "A%, lsss the 3rd Platoon, fired 2,719

indirect fire msm,.den,mmofﬂxnnw

In addition to indirect fire missions, Company ®"A" was called upon to
fire direct at enemy observation posts. Observation posts fired upom
were wind mills, church steeplss, houses, and enexy flak towers, 7o
accomplish the missions of destroying enemy observation posts, one or two
guns were moved into position under observation of the enemy. Thirty er
forty rounds were repidly directed at the target, then the guns would be
moved out before the enemy had time to return the fire. As a result the
enemy counterbattery fell harmlessly in unoooupiad positions,

(2) The 3rd platoon of Co "A® was in direct support of the
175th Infantry Re, imcnt. Ouns were employed as anti~meshanised defense
in the vicinity of gillrath, map coordinates 828662, The 3rd Platoon
remsined on this mission until relieved by the 1lst Platoon of Company "p»

on 22 October 194l
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@ oty aritlialy Jires
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wea, s woeillys Ihowe Wb failed to met ‘e prescriled qualifica.lons
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Lesls was coplac 3 ooy ald sersourel, Tue sourse coversd sastoiing,
Arlan akation, prepwring el sxpedients Iur rotectlon, ield saniuation,
Cu . Ni8s course, indiviiaal riel?l cookln,, wmp re..in , combat “iring and
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II ATATDS A5V DECUHATIONS

le -or herols scalsvearnt im ailitary ops:utions against the eneay,
an U 0t and Lith of septesber 194L, the following named officer and
enlistcd aen were awardsd the Jronse Star Jedal; lst Lt John 4 tille Jv
V522705, 1st St Joan 3. Leaird 20956910, 8/Sgh Helden Xe Nelson 37252045,
$gt ¢linton 3, velon 37203670, Cpl Albert Re Per 170L1859, CPL wartin
parcia Y/92271, C;:l homald C. weClellan 3955295{:.:‘8 pernard I, !
39238570, I Cliflond L. Xewmyer 3955)112 anz PPC Demmld Ro Rice 39 .

2. The Purple Joart mas wwarded the follewing semed enlisted mm for
wounda recsived in action against the ey on the dates fellewing their
nanes: Twe 5 ferbert S, dull 39553755, 3 Octoder 19hk; PrC Laumrense
ceslea 39119721, L Ootober Ml

1 It Col Toward He APDury was in of the gattalien fer the
pericd frem 1 Ostover 19kl W 31 Octodes o :

2. Commtniers fer 4he periad frem 1 Ostober 19hk ‘o
outamm.:x‘umﬂhlu. n
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