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- FROM: 0100017 JULY 44
PO : 312400 JULY 44

UNIT : 823rd Tank Deshroyer hattalion
- PLACE ¢+ PRANCE, 482559
TINE t 021400 ﬁuGUST 44

)
MAPS: FRANCE 1/25,000
1 JULY 44 \

Previously prepared positions weirc held througnout tie period
until 1423 at which time¢ elements of the 821st TD Batt:dion '
began relievin: elements of this unii by platoons.Unon bein:- rel-
leved unite moved to & poeition of readiness near 535710,Reconnalss-
ance for routes tu an: areas in ihe seotor of the 30th Infa ntry
Divielon was immediately comuenocd in preparation for possible
reagsignmont t0 that unit. Onit suff red 3 casualties fro battile
exhaustion, :

2 JULY 44 -
. The last pl-toon of "A" Company closed into & position of

readiness at 0045, earlier mevemenl heving been prevented by heavy

small arums,mortar and ehell fire.Unit remained througn the entire

period in the position of readiness performing maintensnce,personal

veaiculsr and weapons, and resting up. Unit suffereé 3 ocasumlties

2 acoldental and 1 battle exhaustions

3 JULY 44

7

. Unit remained in the 29th Division reeserve in a position of
readiness until 1920 at whioch time on VOGG,XIX Corws,Battalion
was detached from the 29th Pivision Artillery centrol,unit by
immediate motor marcii moved to previously welected,prepared and
" surveyed indireet fire positions,Companies "B" arvi "@" elosing
by 2200 hours and Company "AY olosing at 224% hsure,"C" Company -
being a2t 674759,"B" Comopsny et 567747 and "A" Compeny ati 436329
with Battalion CP at 509754.Nc change of location was made for the
regcy ecihelon, .

4 JULY 44

Rattalion remaine: in indirect fire position for entire period
during which time all companles were registered. "B" Sompany fired
31 rounds at an enemy battery and all® oomoaniea fire a 4t of July
salute for s total of 230 rounds HE.

5 JULY 44

There wer: no gilanges af positﬂons throughiout! the above period.
during whioh time "A"™ Qompany fired five (5) concentrations, R
Comnany seven (7) concentrations and "A" Company five (5) ocneent-
rations for a total of 271 rounds upon -Division deaignated targetis.

bl



6 JULY 44

Companies oontinued indirect fire mission: za followst "A"
com:eny 5 ,"B" Company 6;"C" Company 4 for a totel of 307 rounds fired

and Recoansls ance platoon moved at 153D f£-om its position of ready=-
ness at Battalion CP to an aren near 436870 elosing at 20145 hours at
whiclj time 1t w s attachesd to “A" Compuny.

7 JULY 44

H minuz 42 unit started preparation fires and between X minus
20 and !i plus 60 nrepmratinon missiono were accomplished with A"
Comnany firins 9 conaeentrationn,”3 firlaz 9 and "“C" Cotneny firing
4 concentrationa for a total of 1094 rounds.’ubsequaent to that time
additionunl conaentrations were fired on call from 30th Diviwion Arty.
AB goon as th:e river crossing had been established by the 117thn
Infantry the 18t iecon platoon erossed ths VIRE river in the sector
of the 117th Infantrg and after loocatling gurn pnositions tha 1at and
2nd platoons of "C Comnany wevrs moved 1nto position aatride the
miin Highway betwazn 480748 and 5007 46,"3! Com nnyC” belnz loaate
at 561746 from whioh loontion .t. CDl.utx%Lu& DELTHIR anntrolled
‘the eanloyment of unite as thoy oroseed the VI& river antil the
establishment of the Nattalion CP? ¥ of sald river.Areas occupled
b, units of "C" Company were not cleara® of enemy at time of
occun:tion and the aftprnoon of tha Tth July it was negeasary to
call u on one Company of the 117th Inf. Reg. to aounter-attack tn
relisve onz gun sarrpanded by the enemy, after attempts to 4o 30
by the 18t Zacon rlatoon resnlied in failture, A Company behind the
2nd Xecon platoon erossed the VIRR canal in the sector 97 thae 130th
eavalry group, and after loeating gun positions the 3rd nlatoon
"A" Cowpany occupied positions N of OT JEAN D2 DAYZ) the 2nd platoon
ngar 4639774 with the 1st platoon N of the VIRL canhal at 475799,
Late in the evening '3 Conpany moved to a position of readineas
at SP8747 with the Dattalion CP belnrs established at 579740.Unit
guffered two accidential casualties,

8 JULY 44

AY 0200 tae %rd platoon C" Company orossed the VIRY river
going dinto & praltion of readinsss in Company CP at 501746, Duvring the
early morning hours betwasn g:pe in friendly Infantry lines an
gneny agroup,estimated to bes th» size o0f a platoon, made 2 covnter-
at tack and waa repulsed by the 18t and 3rd platoons and C? grour
of "C' Company. n the early evening 3rd platoon "C" Company
ocoupied direct fire positione,immediately 5 -of "C" Company CF,

Small enemy detachments bypas-.ed by the 17°0th Infantry preventad
movement 5 of Jt. JEAN D7 DAY although the Tat platoon cocupiec
positions at 3t. JEAN D DAYR late on the 8th where it was secured
by the P?nd Recocnnaissance platoon whioh had auffeored saveral vehioular
' easualtiea durling the period by ene.sy shelling. At 2307 the iat
platoon 3 Company laft 1te posltion of readineass to cocross the VIR
_riv'r and by about 2400 had pacupied poaitionn at 470745,
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9 JULCL 44

An enemy 88 shell acored & direct hit on tko sigiht and sight
nmount on one of th: 3 zuna,let platoon "b" Comnuny,putting it ont of
aoction, but sausing no omsunlties.Betwecn 0430 and 0530 the 2nd and 3md
platoon: "B Company were moved / of the VIYE river,teking np direct
fire poaltion in the vieinity of 47374°7.The Battalion CP moved to
499744 olosing at 0830.Upon Division orders to eoacentrate all gune
posaible in the vieinity of 470720-460740—470746 tc meat possible en-
eny oountar-attvack,from the vicinity of ST.JVAN D DAYE,unite of "A™
Companynntratod in the vieinity of 470745 on ths road lead~

ing to with one unit on th: ¥ & 5 highway leading to 37. IO
from poBITIONT At 470743 "B Compuny movad to maeet the coantar—attack
asswaing positions 5 of nbove gsoordinaven and gerarally astride the road
whils C" Com)any took u, position: matride and ¥ of the N and 3

3T L0 bighway negar 470730.Durlng the eounter-attack retreating 117th
Infantry soldlers reported enemy tanks following ther and with visg-
ibility poor,3rd Army tankse moved N along said highway fir-ing maehine
gun3s and 75mm guna. Ona gun 1at platoon "C” Company knockad out two
Ue3e medlum tanks, recsivins in turn dumage to one 3" gun which pui
it out of operation for apnroximitely 2?4 hours,ons death to a member
of the 1at Weoon platoon aud mever:l casualtien to “0" Comp:ny orew
pewxbera.Latar the two forward C  Company platoons, twdé B" Commay
platoony and one A" Compeny platoon wer: forond to withdraw to
seconidary poeitions,the A" Company pl.toon leaving all zun: and
venivles i~ pluoceymhortly thereafter nll nnits we-e able to reocoupy
approximately their original positions whercwith the aid of the lst
ani 2nd Reeonnalisas nce platoonns a defensive poneivion wna organiaed
along Inf. linas and the poeition held fnr the balance of the day.Two
‘prisoner war: itaken beiny the f{rat eaptured by this unit and the
firat German tv be positively identi’iad as being killed by this orag-
anisntlion was shot by Pvt, HOLLIDAY.Unit uufferod 14 casualties,d
agcidental and 10 shrapnel.

10 JUL? 44,

Jattalion CP moved to a naw aren at 477740, "a" Company made sligh
adjustmenis in its position to cover any tank threat from the 3v,"B"
Company oestabliahed poaitions N ant 3 or 450730 whils &” Company had
two platoons nesr 4687354 and on~ platoon at 475712,"B and "C ' Qompany
supporting the 120th and 119th Inf.Regiments reapsciively.iat Reocon
platoon provided clome in support for the 3rd platoon of "(Q" Cempany
1st Reconnaismsance platoon aleo seoured important information concern-
in% eneny Jattery positions which inforwation proved to be of great

ne to G-2 Higher ileadquarters.Unl:. sufferad twpo asccidental cssualtkes.

11 JULL 44

3attalion CP poved to 486733,"'B" and “C" Companies remainaed

approximately the same with “.i" Company movinsg to the vicinity of .
476730 1et Reoonnais;anee platoon oontinued ite oluse sapport of the
3rd vlatoon "C" Company and ite platoon lesader,ist Lt, THOMT3GY L!
RANEY, togethar with BM from hias unit{ knooked sui ona ¥ tank at 452706
with & bazooka saptured itas ore. of two and turned them over to a

7 stuxtions, The 2nd Reconnaissance platoon eatablished and maintaineéd
outpoats on the ¥ and exposed flank ¢f the Battalion and Jivision. A
Germ:n radin was found by "2 Com“any which was sent tu Highor Head-

quarters., '



12 JULY 44

Betwsen 680C and 1000 hours there was a geheral siifting of
platoons W,5W and 3 to areate a 80lid deofenslve line and for the
gloser support of the [nfantry Battallonse. ¥xtenalve Bsoonnaissance
was maintainnd to determine from line locations of Infantz
31 bbanQus attempts were made to aeeupy positiona at
ELLE LAﬂDE and the rlver CROSSIESG 8 and = of BELLE LANDE D g
E 1lle fire made this impossidble, Unit sufiered 14
aaaunltiea: 2 kil ed. 10 shrapnel and 2 aacidental.

13 ¢ULY 44

Because of fallure of Infantry units %0 meke expeoted progress
an. bhegausc of the unmettled conditionz behind our lines it was
impoasible to make any oy tie plarcvied moves witu the exeptions of
the movement of one platoan,”B" Company,to & position near 457699
and one section,3rd platoon "O" Company,to 482707. Recon for new
poBitionu and the location of Infantry front lines was continuous
a8 w.s the preparation of alternate gun positiona,

14 JULY 44

Vit passing of tae threat to Division N: flank the Diviseion
released unita in that area making it possible to moeve one platoon
oy "B" Company to a new position on & Divigion W flank ani a second
platoon to eentrally located positions to move in any direction
to contir—en armoured thrust. - poaition in the neighborhood of
41‘5&&!15&§, was occupled.in antietank w 0P was established
by the Recon platvon in tho neighborhood of 474683 and becausa
of enemy direct fire it was necess to move the 2nd platoon cof
nQv Company from 1 " e position to a position of readiness
in the vieinity off LE CIBHEE, )Unit suffcred 2 shrapnel casualties,.

L}

15 JULY 44

Two platoons "A" Company toek positlona near 450702, 1st plasoon

"B* Ccupany at 467715 and ler section "0 Qompany at 457694.
Reconnalssance for gun posltions,routes sand front lines was aonitinuouwi.
At 2300 because of heav)y mortur and shell five it was .necessary for

tiie one section 3rd platoon Y“C¥ Company to vasate its position on

the high ground off NE of HTS VEHTS and return to 1ts 6ld loocation.

16 JULY 44

keoeipt of instructions 3o furnis:.: close support to the 120th
Inf. Regt. coordinating with reinforoing the regimental 57mmgunsé
required no immediste change of positions.However, by 1320 the
3rd platoon of "B" Company had moved into a new poaition at 456687
At 191C Bn CP closed into its new area at 477713.After extensive
reconneithering and the oreation of a covered route of approach
by the blowing of the gaps in nedges,further positions for close
support ware devaeloped,and tike 2nd platoon *ii* Company was instructed
to move by infiltration o 456684 .Tne 3rd Hecon platoon, under its
Lts CUKNILGHAM, was established this dats by drawing on KP's and
rear ecrelon for requlred personnel, its initial aseignment bein;
to cover the movements oi taue 119tk Inf. Regt,

-l



17 JULY 44

Ho new direct fire positions were taken up during the period.
iiowever,2everal unita beoause of eneay fire moved into covered
posltions of readineas,bazookin tank hunting team: were established
by the three Hecon pla%oona and twieec durins the rericd,upon
receipt ol a tank warning,eix key road features were ocoupled by
tie teams;no tanks were sighted or lodated.ist Lt, LEON NEEL,tet
platoon "B" Uompany received slirapnel wounds,while on a reconnaiss=
ance mission requiring ten days to two weeks hospitalisation,

18 JULY 44

Under FO 11, 30th Infantry Divielon,"A" and "C" Companies ware
placed on indkrect fire mission under 34tr Div. Arty o ntrol,whils
"B" Company remained on its primsary rlesien of furniazhing protegtien
to Divislon sgainet tank attask.After arks assijmments had been
chrnged twiov by Higher liesadgquarters ,"A’ ny £finally occupled
positions E ani W of 475696 wit: its CP :: 474700 while "Q" Company
oqouple. 1tz poeition E and W of 473683 with 1ty CP st 4726867, At
2130 Battalion OP cloesed at its nl: logatiph snd unit opened at its
new logatlion at 2200 at 477694. Indireet fire positiene wore prep—
ared wnd "A* and "0" Companies were ready for registration the
no _of the 19th,In additdon to- "B* one officer and the
security seotions frem "A" and "B* contimmed to reeomnoiter and
prepare direct fire positions. Reconnaipsernion platoons continued
their attask warning net, tank hunting basookha mimsion and blew
sugh hedges and hedgerows in the preparation direot pomitions
ag requested by sompanies, o

19 JULY 44

With t.e exsption of the movement of the reax Echelen to
480702 and "B* Qompany CP to 462695, no other aotion of maior i.p-
ortance occurred.Period was spent in the eoritimued \reee assnoe
and development of direct fire pesitions, the improvement of
indireet fire positions and the oloanigg up 0f nmen equipment,
The required inspection for unsuythorised small exyms was started.

20 JULY 44

No ohange for period. Only aotivity oconsigts in rovezent
of positions, persons)l maintenance an! the development ot additional
direct fire positionnsTes IV VALENTINE wes the units firet\ booby
trap vietim, * A
21 JULY 44

“pn gnd Y0" Companien fired three ooncentrations on DiﬁiSian
assigued interdiatory typs targets for a total of 252 rounds eaach.
Sixteen replasements wire received and onc previous evacauated
casualty rejoined unit. llo other clamge for period.
22 JULY 44
X0 Change.
23 JULY 44

o Ghaxu_:,e.




24 JULY 44

Tnit was ready to fire its preparation firs by "A" and "C" Comp-
anies, had withdrawn 1its Reconnalssance platoon bahind the bomb protad-
ion lines and was ready to move South in oclose asupport of the 30th Inf,.
Diviaion apon receipt of orders when all attack plans were cancelled.
Ro casualties were suffered by this unit by the Air bombardment of the
"U.SeAlr Force, nlthough bombs did bracket some positions and several
cloase calls resalted, ;s

25 JULY 44

The astart of the period found "B" Company in direct fir positione
with "A" and "C" Companies engaged im their secondary Mission. During-
the attack by the Ninth Adir Force as a result of dbomb aktion one guarte:
ton truck of the 18t Recon Platoon was deatroyed and one casualty ine
flicted required evacuation, "C" Company fired 40 rounds HE before it
wag called out of ite primary miasion agter which " A" Company continued
on 1ts mecondary mission firing C concentrations for a total of 518
rpands on Division assigned interdictory pym type targets, One target
of opportunity, mortar poaition, was fired consuming 72rds. Upon the
starts of the movement forward by the 30th Divieion, the 13t platoon
"B" Company was meved to its prepared position covering 452678 with
the 2nd and 3rd platoonsremaining at 457688 and 456683. At 1430 the
18t platoon "C" Company moved to positione at 450676 closing shortly
there after at 655672 while the 2nd platoon took up positions near
458670. Heavy artillery fire wa= experienced by all forward positions
and further movement forward was preventedy, The thres Recon Platoons
maintained continnous reconnaissancs for the location of friemndly frong
line and new direct fire positiona, Unts suffered three battle cagualte
ies.resquiring evacuation, ons being 18t Lt BURTOR, 3rd platoon "B" Comp-
any and two accidential casualties. Unit quintly celebrated tts second
anniversary today but a noisisr and more entertaining one will be hesld
at a more appropriate time and place.

26 JULY 44

"A" Company's mission remained the same and it fired asix inter-
dictory oconcentrations for a total of 433 rounds., Its platoon precilsion
regustration wase extremely succesaful requiring only two rounds Smoke
and ten rounds of HE., A difference of only 50 yards was found betwecen
Smoke and HBE shells, Other than reconnaissance no movements were made
by “2‘ Company duri the period with the exception of the 18t platoon
which moved to 459866 at 2215, Three new positions were established
and occupied by “B" Company with the 1et platoon at 436656, 2nd platoon
at 447671 and 3rd platoon at 434758 and 439659, Unit Buffered 3
casualktiea; 2 accidential and 3 shraphe.

27 JULY 44

After the progress made by the Infantry Units during the latter
hours of the 26th, it was neceegsary for all elements to diaplace for-
ward. Movemnets were as follows; 3rd platoon "C" Company at 0900 to
447641, 1a% Platoon "BR Company 1300 to 446618, and Platoon "B" Company
1300 to 442636, 2nd Platoon "C" Company at 1330 to 466624; Battalion
OP at 1515 to 463633; "B" Company to poaition of readiness at 445816
.at 1330; “B" Company OP at 1440 to 445617, 1at Platoon "C" Company at
1530 to 463622; "C*" Company CP %o 467626 at approximately the sane
time; "A" Company to indiredt fire positions in the viocinity of 471635
at 1745 with OP at 468642; 1st platoon "B" Company at 1800 to 450596;
3rd platoen "0" OUompany moved to position of readiness near 462602,

Lt RANEY, 13t Recon Platoon Leader, and his



platoon Sgt captured 20 German prisioners turining them over to
Division Provoot Marshal, Battalion suffered five casualties ree
quiring evacuation during the period, one occuring at Battalion CP,

28 JULY 44

To mest a poasible thrust of the 2rd 8S Panzer Diviasion, " A"
and "B" Companies wers ordered to positions directly behind the 120th
Infantry Regiment for which purpose "A" Compeny was released from its
seconda misasion. Immediate Reconnaineance war started and by 0800
hours "B" Company had closed into positions at 48554Be480559-596557
with “"A"Company at 0900 hours olosing into positione at 478560«482560=
489984 at the same time "A" Company CP moving to 482560, At 0830 2nd
platoon "C" Company and the Cpmpany CP moved to 497584 and 590574
respectively, At 1200 hours 30th Infantry Divinion and the 823rd TD
Battalion were released from attachment to the VII Corps and attachsd
to the XIXCorpse To meet a possible counter-attack "A" Company was
directed to furnish close support to the 120th Infantry Regiment and
to do so moved by 1830 hours to positions at 505555512557, "B" Comp-
- anywas given the mission of the close support of the 117th Infantry
Regiment and about 1900 hours moved the 3rd plaetoon to 485542 but
snemy aotion and the withdrawal of friendly troops required its with-
drawal at 2200 hours to 481557 where it went into a position of ready-
ness, The 18t and 3rd platoon "C" Company moved to reinforcing posit-
ions at 456556 closing at 2100 hours while "B" Oompany at 1528 moved
ist OP to 477571 Battalion CP opsned at its new area at 482559 at 210C
hours, Unit suffered 3 casuslties and two German prisioners were taken

29 JULY 44

At 100 hours 2nd platoon "GC" Company occupied direct fire position
iona at 487553 being followed at 1330 and 1404 by the 1st and 3rd plate
oon "0" Qompany which went into positions at 491539 and 487553, 3rd
platoon "B" QOpmpany reoccupied its position at 486541 at 130 and 1515
one section 2nd platoon "B" Company moved to 486532, “0" Company CP
at 1630 moved to 487553, Two casualtlies were sufferd, 1 by amall arms
fire of German patrol and the second by a motorcycle accident.

30 JULY 44

After two enemy air attacks which caused two deaths 1 "C¢% Comp-
any and 1st Recon platoon, together with ten casualties, C B Companies,
B O Company, a relatively quiet 4ay was spent., Since little progress
was made by the 119th and 117th Infantry Regiments no changes were
made by "B" or "C" Companiesa., However, becaupe of deplacements South
of the 120th Infantry Regiment "A" Company &t 1910 moved its 1et plat-
oon to 505549 and at 1720 the 2nd platoon to 453645, "B" Company CP
at 1450 was moved to 483555, At 2130 one gin Jrd platoon "C" Company
acBupiled direct fire position where it could fire uporn a churoh ateple
at 304314 which was being uded as a n enermy CP, Three rounds of CPA
werefired which crented large holes through the upper part of the
ageple all three shells emploding in the interior of the building.
This wae followed by four rounds of HE, each of which inoreased the
8ize of the hole throwing debris in all directions. It is believed
that ne one rmained aliwe in that porsion of the steple.

31 JULY 44

Lt BARRON and one of the 3rd platoon "0O" Qompany's gun retumed
to 1ts direct fire position and betweern 0600 and 0645 three roundes of
CPA and twenty rounde HE at the churoh steeple at 504514, Upon the
completion of the firing all that remained of the visible portion
of the asteeple was parts of the steel frame work.



It was no longer of any valumne t.. the enemy HE and OP.There waa no
change in any of the 4ispoaiticnd of their unite,but redonm issance front
line positions and new poaltions was continued.lst Recon plabbon suff-
ered another casualty from shell fragments,No damage or casualties
rasulted from the early morning air-attack.This anit suffered 2
ehrapnel casumlties and one from exhasustion.

RETPMER
Lt, Col.,
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