AFTER, AFTER BATTLE REPORT
NO:V

PROM 3 0100017 OCTOBER 44
To s 312400 OCTODBER 44

URIT : 823rd TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
PLACE 1 GERMANY,849537(N HERZOGENRATH)
PINE : 021200 NOVEMBER 44

MAPS: CENTRAL EUROPE,1/100,000.
GERMANY,1/25,000

1 OCTOBER 44

A=-1 at 0035 moved to 1its old lomtion at 211578.During the day
A-1 fired 10 rounds APC and 20 rounds HE at two enemy pill-boxes.
Reai 1t of firing was uncertain,but both pill-boxvs were believed to have
been destroyed.A-1 at 1900 moved to indiract fire positions at 774539,
where they fired 200 rounds HE between 2030 and 2300 hours."”C" Co had one
(1) battle casualty.

2 OCTOBLER 44

Upon completing of.lndirect firin? A=-1 at 0100 returned to.its
old direct fire location at 870577.At 1200 *A" Co was released from
the 258th PA Bn and attached to 30th Division artillery while C-J

at 1200 was attached to Company F of the 2nd Battalion,120th Infantry,
and moved to 818568 whera it took up poesitions where any enemy counter
attack aimed at cutting off Diviasion troops in their drive through
the SIEGPRIED LINE could be stopped.One gun from sach "A" Co platoon
withdrew to indirect fire positions used by "A" Co the last four n
nights and attempted to register with no success.At dark all "A" Co
platoons withdrew from the direct fire positions and closed into
indirect fire positions as follows:A-? at 2000 to 772537;A-3 at 2030
to 774538; and A-1 at 2100 to 7745:8.2nd Recon platoon at 2715 mowved
773544 whicl} completed all moves for the period.In support of the
penetration of the SIEGPRIED LINE by the 119th Infantry,"A" Co fired
850 rounds HE and 1° rounds AP direct harraasing fire upon targets
selected by the gunners .In support of the feint attackes of the
120th Infantry,0-? fired 15 rounds HE at buildings in Germany and

C-1 fired 41 rounds HE at ranges between 3000 and 4000 yards at a
Gerwan pill-box and several houses,besing given credit by the Infahtry
for very effective anti-personnel fire upon the enemy.Between 2100
and 2200 A-? fired 100 rounds HE indirect fire upon Division amaigned
targets.Although "A" Co waa under heavy Artillery fire during the
greater part of the period they suffsred only one battle-casualty,
while *C" Co had one non-battle casualty.

3 OCTOBER 44

"A" Co fired indirect as follows: Between 0400 and 1000 5 con~
oentrations of 750 rounds,Between 1500 and 2030 4 concentrations of
400 rounds,while 13 rounds were expended in an unsuccessful attempted
registration.



4 OCTOBER 44

2nd Recon platoon moved to 786525 at 1100;"C" Co CP mbved to
860565 at 1520 and C-1 put a section at 825547 and a sectibn at 825544
at 1710 to complete all the moves of the period."A® Co from indirect
fire positions had one registretion and fired 8 concentrations for a
total of 991 rounds HE at targets within Germany.Under G.0.69,30th
Inf Reg Div.4 October,16 Silver stars and 3 Bronae stars were awarded.

5 OCTOBER 44

Movas far the period found 0-2 at 0645 at 826543 and Br9546;
-1 at 0930 at 829457 and 828550; 18t Recon platoon establishing
.2 OP's at 823553 and 821557 with the platoon CP at.the/fiﬁﬁi“a” ate
_Battalion CP at 1330 being eatablished in a theatre at\ TERWINSELEN
(798537);"B" Co at 1545 at 800530; 1st Recon platoon at™ i 1ts
CP to B822558;B-3 at 1640 at 82952978 Co CP at 1700 at 8145625 1
section of 0-3 at 1700 at 824562 § B-3 at 1707 at 829522;B\2 at 2030
at 851885; and B-1 at 2155 at 847578 while at 2000 C~1 mady scme
adjusatments irp position.During the peried "AR2 GCo from thein indirecdt
fire positions fired three concentrations for a total of 1149 rounds.
At 1300 the 3rd4 Battalion,120th Inf,was attached to 119th Inf and
aith it was attached "B" Co;miniy B<r.The -movement of this unit int
GERMANY through the gap being established in the SIEGFRIED LINE made
"B" Co the Battaliom's first unit to go through the SIEGFRIED LINE,
"B" 0o had one mon-battle casualty.let Lt.BRUTON rejoined the unit.

6 OCTOBER 44

"A" Co fired 1 conc-ntration of 200 rounds at 0600.No further
firing was acoomplished during the period due to ths critical short -
age of ammunition. At 1200 "C" Co was attached to 116th Inf Reg,29th
Infantry Division. 3rd Recor platoon at 31223 d to B45588,Battalion

AGP at 2010 moved to 816588(City Hall il WAUBACH))and B-3 at 1920 mov-
ed to 817581.During the period “C" Co n three pill-boxxs and
& haystack from which their shells bounced and "B" Co fired upon S
machine gun nesta and two fortified houses all being destroyed."1i" Co
suffered one battls casualty while an enlisted man previously evacu-
ated from his unit rejoined "0" Go.C-? captured om prisoner,bringing th
the Dattalion to a total of 314. .

7 OCTOBER 44

During the period "A" Co fired 8 concsentrationa for 1078 rds HE.
Moves for the day were as follows:B-3 at 0030 to 817851:B-%5 at 1030
to 819585 and 821590;B-1 at 1345 to 852567;B~3 at 1600 to 876570;"B"™
Co CP at 1550 t6852567:Battalion OP at 1620 crossed the German bordsr
crosssd thq WURM Biver ,entered the SILGFRIED d eatablished
1tself in sement of a school building UBACH(867592);B-1 at
1900 to 8675%39;B-2 at 1900 to B64540 and "B" OPF at 2015 to 865549. '
"G® Qo from i1ts defensive positions with the 116th Inf Reg,29th Inf
Division,fired 32 rounds APC and 4?2 rounde HE destroying 4 pill-baxes. .
Because of this firing each pill-box put up white flags and all rem-
ained inactive under "C" Co 'a guns antil sugh time as the advancing
119th walked up and ook into actual phtsical castody 62 prisoners.
This firing ¥illesd six Germana and an estimated additional 25 were
believed killed.One(1) round HE fired st three Germans on top of the
pill-box hit one German in the place he used moet and all three dis-
appeared.At 2000 this anit was detached from the 120th Inf and "C" Ceo

T28aE° 4788 REQH.RENAEHCBRY, kRt FHRe14R1RaTRE HRAHON TEnI D1 POEER1 100

replacements were received and "A" Co had one (1) non-battle casual ty.

\



8 OCTOBER 44

During the early morning hours "A" Co fired two concentrations for
a total eof 100 rounds BE.ilthough unit sturted at dawn "C" Co did not
orose into Germany and closed into pesition in the area of th 117th
Infantry until 10%0 at which time units began cloaing as follows:
At 1030 C=22 to B8935%549;at 1°05 C-3 to 88757:; and 885567;at 1300 C=~1
to BB86557;and at 1315 "C" Co CP at B75571.4% 1.30 B-3 moved to 877535
at 1645 "A" Co crossed into GERMANY and took up indirect fire positiomss
at 858537;at 1730 B-1 establishsed one section at 878555and at 1745
a section at 871532 and at 2115 C-3 completed the moves fer the period
taking up positions with ons section at 891536 and the other section
at 893641.0ne(1) M-8 belonging to 13t Recon platoon was badly damaged
by a land mine and a "C" Co Jjeep was Adeatroyed in a night automobile
aocident.Casualtisn were as follows:"C" Co Z;Headquarters Co 1; and
“B* Co one battle casualty,while "C" Co had 2 non battle casualties,
including Lt.KIMBALL who was injured in an automobile accident.
Becsuse of the injury of Lt. KIMBALL and the return of Lt BRUTON the
following assignments were made:Lt.BRUTON commaanding the 1st Recon
platoon,Lt .RANEY moved to 3rd Recon platoon and Lt.DE ROSA was made
exeoutive officer of "C" Co. »

9 OCTOBLR 34

During the night "A" Co fired 8 concentrations for a total ef
520 rounds of HB upon the road betwesn SCHLIIDEN and ALDENHOFLN,
_Moves were made as follows:Bstat 0Y30-to B872518;Battalion CP at 1600
to 865560( 1500 yards Bast o mﬁﬁxsmzmgln—e at 1735 to 8785:4 and
8795.8,B-3 at 1800 to 87553(0"= ; ;C=1 at 1830 to 805541;0ne sec#h
tion of B-1 at 0930 to B73515 and 876517 and one section of B-2 at
1935 to 884518,Extremely heavy shelling was experienced by all of "B”

and "C" Co unitz but a quarter ton of C-3 was the only vshicle dest-
royed.*C" Qo took two prisonars and "B® Co had one battle casualty.

10 OCTOBER 44

Daring the night "A" Co fired 8 concentrations for a totel of
750 rounds upon the same targets as preoceding perio@g.For the mowes
of the unit the following changes were made:at 0945 one section B=1
moved to 873504 and at 1100 set up at 872504;Rear Echelon at 1000
moved to 854563; at 1550 one seotion B-3 moved tp B91521 and 891522;
at 1800 one section of C-3 moved to 893538 and the other gectibm to
88753%4;at 1800 one gun of B-1 sst up at 8759505 while B-3 at 2045
moved one gun to 869504 .During the morning "B" Co fired 34 rounds HE
and 2 rounda AP at pill-boxxs,houses and OP's used by thes Germans,
with results being undetermined.During a8 strong German counter-attack
at 1300 one gun of ,B~-1 destroyed 1 MK IV Tank,at 1430 it destroyed
2 MK IV's and 1 MK V and at 1800 an additioned Mk V,Another "B" Ceo
gun at 1430 destroyed one itk IV,All tanks were destroyed at ranges
varying between 1300 and 2300 yards and rejuired an average ammu:ition
expenditure of 3 rounds per tank.In addition to the six positive tanks
B=1 was also given e¢redit for the assist with the 230th FA Battalion
for three additional tanks,Preparing for further counter-attacks and
a pogsible break through,"A” Co reconnoitered for positions re-
enforoing and deepening the an¥i-tank defenses in the seotor of the
119%h and 120tk Infantry itegiments."A" Co had one battle casualty,
“B" Co four battle casunltftes and two non-batile casualties and
"C" Co captured two German prisoners,



11 OCTOBER 44

Durihg the night "A" Co fired 13 concentrations for a total of
669 rounds.moves for the day were as follows:B-3 at 0300 moved 1 gun to
873500;"C" Co CP ai 1100 maved to 890546;A-2 et 1970 moved to B64517;
A-1 at 2200 moved to 854519; A-3 at 2030 moved to 784516 and 885525
while at the closing of the neriod A~1 was agaln moving to positiones
near 874504 where it planned to ocoupy positiong re-inforeing B-1's
positions.Because of the danger fo an enemy tank break through,at
1430 A Co was relieved of their indirect firing and reveriad to Batt-
alion comtrol whereupon they were directed to ooccupy re-inforcing
positions as covered above in the sectioms of the 119th and 120th Inf.
Regiments.The Garran countsr-attack %o keep a route open to AACHEN
eontinued throuhout the daylight hours of the period and bwtween 1600
and 1700 B-1 destroyed 1 Mk IV and B~3 1 MK IV while B-1 hit two addit-
ional tankas with results being undetermtned.Seven rounds of ammnnition
were required for the destruction of the two tanke.Por the period "B"
Co had one KIA and 8 battle casunaltles while Headquarters hsd 1 non
battle casualty."C" Go captured 9 German prisoners and B-1 and B-3
both had one 3 inch gun put out of aetion by enemy tank direct fire.

12 OCTOBLR 44

"A" Qo units on the move at the end of the preceding period closed
as follows: A-1 at 0200 to B75517,875507,874501 and A~3 at 0630 at
878516 and 885525.Moving at dawn A-2 et 1000 put a section at 857503
and & section at 862503 while the 1st Recon platoon moved to 887576
where its M-8's and 50 cal MG counld cover the ground %o the “outh-East.
At 1600 one secticn of i-2 moved to 853506,at 1700 "B" Co CP moved to
869535; At 1900 A-3 moved to 888523 and 881511 while 1 gun of B-? at
2200 moved to 876517!During the night Pfc. REVIT of "B" Co and 1 enlist
el ran of 120th Inf.manning a “B" Co machine gunfired 250 rounds of
cal .30 ammunition at a German patrol that infiltrated into their
position, killing 10 Gerpans.With the resumption of the German counter~
attackes upon “"A" and "B" Oo'®s positions extremely heavy and indirect
firz was experienced.Prom areas near 782488 and 892504 German tank
attacks preceeding North and West ran directly into frontal and flank-
ing fire of "A" and "B" Co gans.Although direot fire knocked oat .1
B-” and 1 A-1 3 inch gun,destroyesd 2 B=-2 halftracks with damuge to a
third that was buried under a building ,collapsed by reason of enamy
" fire,and dnmg%ed a "B" Co 1/4 ton ,B-: destroyed 2 Mk V's 1 MK VI

and 1 German 1/4 ton and A-1 1 ¥k V and 72 Mk VI‘e.All gune engaged in
the fire fight fired at and hit numevoue other tanks but the extent
of the damage done was imposaible to determine.Firing was done at
ranges varying between 400 and 1600 yards with an average of 5 rounds
APC and HE per tank being expended.little 1s known concerning the
tank crews although the personnel of one crew attempting to abandon
its tank aet afire,were destroyed by HE and it is delieved that all
ereows suffered extensively as HE was employed freely as anti-personnel
measures on destreyed vehicles.@While the cannon Co ,120%th Infantry,

;dr versionary barrage,B-’ guns took uader fire church steeplesn
4n/BUCHEN / being used as German OPa,but because 0f the extreme range
1and ,resultas ars unknown though several hits apon targets are ¢

¢laimed.Although many received battle injuries,the only evacuated cas-
ualties ware from "B" Co,which lost four M and 1 Officer(Lt.RADY) as
as battle casualties and two BM as non-batile casualties.lLoss of Lt.
RADY recuired the Liaison officer Lt.BRANDON being moved to platoon
leader of B-3 and transportation Officer Lt.LUPT being shifted to
Liaison Officer Ro:2"A" Co took 4 P¥Ws.Under Co 11,30th Inf Div. 1
Siver “Star was awarded.



13 OCTOBER 44

The Battalions  CP at 0945 _moved to the basement of a school-
building Korth of; HERZOGENRATHPB849537) and 1 gun of B-1 at 2000 moved
%o 871504 .Although FMWIIIAZ Femained heavy on all positions it was
not as hot as the previous two days and no enemy activity of any imp-
ortance was encountered.A-2 reconnoitered for new positions for )
section in the event displacement behinf the slowly advancing 116th
was necessary and possible.All half-tracks lest by "B" Co were repalr-
ed or replaced and the B-~2 3 inch gun knooked out in previous action
was repaired and returned to,action."C" Co Bad one non-battle casualdy.

14 OOTOBER 44

Though enemy fire continued to de heavy the period was relatively
quiet with the 1 B-2 gun previously kmocked out returning to action
at 1815 going into position at B73516,0-1 by direot indirect methods
had one gun fire 18 rounds HE and 2 rounds AP in an attempt to
,ﬂns&aqrﬂivﬂltﬂ“vuhioifg and personnel moving on the road between
B ALDENHOFEN but results were not satifactory."C" Co took

-German prigddé®,"x™ Co had 2 battle casualties,"B" Co 2 non-battle
casualties and Headquarters 1 mon-battle casualty.4 3rd platoon "A™
Co men missing since MORTAIN returned to,the unit as replacements
after having hidden mi MORTAIN for five days,belng captured and march-
ed to TRUN,escaping and turning themselves over to Canadians and
returning t¢ their unit after going through the usual processing.

15 OCTOBER 44

"B" Co's forward CP at 1500 moved back to the main OP location
and under a plan to shift all of "A™ Co to the sector of the 120th Inf
the North-West section of A~2 at 2300 took position at 863500 from
which the entire platoon was capable of following up the attack of
the 3rd Battaliom,120th Iaf.Enemy artillery fire lessened but continued
to be fairly heavy with no other esnemy activity disturbing the units,
"A" Co had 1 mon-battle casualtiy.

16 OCTOBER 44

Although all units continned to receive extremely heavy artillery
and mortar barrages,the launching of the diversionary attack of the
117th Inf brought upen *C" Co,3rd Recon platoon and northern units
of "A" and “B" Companies the heaviest artillery and mortar concent-
rations they have yet experienced.At 1500 B-~2's gun at 876518 was hit
by artillery fire damaging the indireoct sight and slight mount.The
gun remained in position of its primary mission and repairs om in-
direct seight were made during the evening hours."A" Co had 1 battle
and 1 non-battle casualty and a "B" 0o battle casualty died in a
. field Howmpital.

17 OCTOBER 44

. "A™ Qo put a captured German 7Smmanti-tank gum in position at
874504 manning it with the A-1 érew that hed their 3 imch gun desti-
royed pending receipt of a replacement.One 3 inch gum of C-3 previous-
1y looated at 886535 at 2100 was moved to 935534 where it had a field
of fire to the East and Soath East.No other changes were made during
the period and all units gontinued to receive fairly heavy artillery
and mertar fire."A" Co had 1 battle casualty and C-1 eaptured 1

German prisoner. ’

18 OCTOBER 44

Enemy fire damaged a “B" Qo half-track the vehicle was repair-
able.There were no units moved during the period with all positions



18 QCTOBER 44
(CONTIN'D)

continuing to be manned."A” asnd "B" Companies had one battle casualty
while Headyuarters had 1 and "A" Co had 2 non battle casualtien.One
of the Dutch men fighting with "A" Ce was killed in action,

19 OCTOBER 44

Xo change.”"C” Co had 1 battle casualty while non batile casual-
ties were distrubuted 1 to "A" Oo,7 to "B" Qo and 2 %o "QO" Co.

20 OCTOBER 44

No change."A" Co had 1 1/4 ton damaged in an automacbile accident.
HA™ and "9® Companies had 1 non-battle cesualty each.Headquarters
and "B" Qo each had 1 man returned who hmd been previously evacuated
a8 casualties,

21 OCTOBER 44

Continued heavy artillery fire damsgrd sights and aight-mounts
of 2 “B® Co guns but with improvisions,i.g.,a forked stick for & s
sight,both guns remained in action.,"C" Co had 3 battle casualties
and "B" 0o had 1 non-battle casualty.

22 QCTOBER 44

At 1200 XIX Corps together with 30th Infantry Diviaion and the
823ré 7D Battalion was transferred from the Pirst United iitates Army
to the Ninth United 3tate2 Army.At 1.30 B=? from its dircut fire p
positiones fired 30 rounds HOE,faze delay ,and 8 rounds APC at 3 German
OPa iy EUCHER, le not destroyed gompletely the OPs were made un-
tonabla.2hiw firing drew a tremendous counter batiery barrage.Te
take advamtage firing and smmunition alldoetions B-2 at 1600
and C=2 at 1%00 took up indirect fire positions at 824488 and
823498,Lt . JEFPFERSON and"B" Co fire direction center provided fire-
control personnel and prior to 2000 60 rounds HE were fired :into
parts of the town of 3T JORIS.Because of the inability to observe
rounds fired thare was no registration befere firing."B" Co had !
battle casualty and HReadquarters x 1 non-battls casualty.

2% O0CTOBLR 44

although hampered by poor ebservation both B-1 and C-? comp-
leted 3 registraticans for a total of 30 roumds of HE fired.Between
1900 and 2155 367 rounda HE were fired in 3 concentrations on vehiocle
parks and read junoctiond."B" Co had 1 ba ttle easualty and Head-
quarters 1 non-battle gamualty during the period.

24 OQTOBER 44

Enemy direct fire destroyed the sight of an "A<1 gua but reple
cements and repairs were made in position,? concentratioms for a
totaluvf~192 rounds were fired by BA2 and C-2 upoa @ tank park
at H0lqg£jand on s highway botweoﬂ VORWEIDEN ;hd ESCHIEIL?R “B" Co

had T K d in action,? wounded 1huag3tﬁﬁ“and Neadguariers. 1
\hon-hnttlo casusliy.10 men previously evacuated as ocasualties wcro
returned to their units as replacements.

-6 -



250CTOBER 44

221 roundas of HE were fired indirect duriang the morning hours

at German vehicles and installations aft MARIAGRUBE «After full
‘reconnaissanc and preparations to eff [(ae of the 803 TD
Battalion and take over anti-tank defense in the entire Dlvision
sectop the following moves were made:"A" Co OP at 1515 to 85950%5;

C-2 at 1815 to an assembly position at 887537; A-2? at 1845 to 865489;
1 seation of C=2 at 1900 to 887523;A-3 at 2020 to 861478 and the ot er
geotion of C-2 &t 2230 to 881513,B-2 remaining in indirect fire pos -
itione fired 3 eoncentrations for a total of 300 rounds of HE."B" %o
had 1 non-battle casualty.

26 OGTOBER 44

Between 0630 and 0830 B-2 fired 2 oconcentrations for a total
of 202 rounds of HE upon a oross road and a read deteur.Again during
the evening hours 2 cono -ntratioms for a total of 118 rounds of He
were fired to complete all motivity for the period.Chaplain(Lt)
BONHOEPT joined unit being assigned to us for temporary duty from
’nd TD Gyoupe. '

27 OCGTOBER 44

B=? fir24 100 rounds of HE indirect in J concentrations and B-1
captured 2 German priseners.With the exception of the continuation
of manning all direot fire positions no other motivity took place.

- 28 OCTOBER 44

During the early morning hours B-2 fired 72 rounds HE em 2
congentrations.lembers of this unit received their first aeards for
meritorious servic:,General HOBBS preseating 17 silver stars and
-3 Bronze Stars.46 rounds HE were fired in this unit's first test of
the new 3" rednced charge.The conclusien was reached that:Defd ction,
dispersien was negligable,but the range dispersion was very large
varying up to a ene hundred yard for six reunds.B-? centinued in
indireat fire positions firing 3 concentratiens for a total eof
172 rounds."A" Co had 2 weunded in action and "B" Ce %ook 2 soldiers
in a ¢ivilian aniform.

29 OCTOBER 44

The 3 inch gun replacement of B~1 was put imte actioa at 873516
withoa field of fire %o the Jouth and South West.50 reunda of reduced
charge were fired in further experimental tests and betwesn 1730
and 2400 100 rounrds of HE were fired in 2 conoentrations.All guns
continued to be manned but a limited number of personnel were allowed
on 12 and 48 hours pas:es whils ethers had the benefit of a moving
plcture."C" Ge had 1 bati¥lae casnalty and "B" Ce 1 non-battle casualty.

30 OCTOBER 44
No moves or firing were made or was done during the peried.Head-

quartera Co had 2 non-battle casualties.Selected parsennel had short
passes or adtended movies while all others manned firing positions.



31 OCTOBER 44

B-2 from indireot fire pesitions betwsen 1800 and 2200 fired
3 ooncentratiofia for & total of 150Q rounds HE,fure delay,upon hous ~
es baing used by German soldiers as barracks.With the exoeptiorn of
e few on pass or attending a moeving ploture all unito continued to
man gun positions.16 replacements were received,twalf of which
were former msmbers of this unit,"B" Co had 3 battle casualties
1 being a replagement injured before he got to hia gun poésitions.
"G* Us had 1 1/4 ton badly damaged in en aatomobile acoident,

German artillery and mortar fire continued extremely beavy
during all this period.

DETTMER
Lt. Ceol
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