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Ptk Ll Organigation History of 8ith Tenk Destroycr Battaliom
for period of QL January to 31 Jamuary 1945.

BU 1 Comaanding Generel, VI Carps, APO 46, US Army,
0 t Comwmrding Genaral, Soventh Army, APO 758, US Army,

1. Encloscd herewith battalion history of this erganisstion
for the pariod of Ol January to 31 Janmary 1945,

Por the Comanviing Officert

UGS D Y8
1“ Lt.. ?.v....
tdy.

6 Inclas:
1l -« inrex "A" = larrztive Account of Operations (4 copies)
2 = Anrex "B w Originel Unit (L copdee)
3 = innex "LV - Girencth - Comrdssioned and Enldsted Men (4 coples)
L = towex "' " = lossos in Acticn = Officers and Men (4 coploe)
5 = Annex "M - Dronze Star Awards (L coples)
6 - smex "F" - smprortinge listerial (L copios) Erxlosures


http:J.ht,erl.a1
http:Orr.antsatJ.on

. HSADGUAHT KRS
&24th TANK DESTLOY I BATTALIUN

At the beginning of the year the CPs of the Hattalion wore loocav.od as

followste Dattalion CF « S.NINIOUX, Fromoe (G685 L4O), "A" Coapany Ci =
WimilLL R, Germeny (<277 655), "b" Gmpuw Gl = WAL I T, Fremce (««6-‘7 571),
Ly cP-!f‘UHi‘ x.,mnu(wma&).mwa.m-x Ty France

(4706 400).

On the last dcw of 194/ while "A" Conprly wes with the 106th Cowvrlry
Group at WNilll Ry Germeny, the nuher one run of the 3rd ;dmoon cone
nonded by Set Ne n;.om was fired yon by cnarr 88m Airect fire, A dell
struck the scued's half«troak, Aisebling the veh:icle and 'dlldings the ~rnes
and halfeirrck driver, fndencered by enecy infaniry "nd forend to wilhdrow,
the mun crew put the mmn out of aetion hefore shandonine it,

Q) January, The Pattalion mims "A" Co rary cormtinued op rotisrg under
the 00th Infantry Ulvision, "A" Cauany wae atinched to the 106th 'szv'-_lry
Groupe “he 3rd platoon as e res:li of oncay actia, was rdeced (u o ey
rescerve in “he vicinite of J7 AVidl, Mo 1a. and 1 platoons recosy: 1 amd
for Indirect Yire poedti- 'a. In '™ ooy, " 1> plaoo  ovd L
defense pooiti e North of - Hi Gty fremce (WOi6 “0U)e he 3rd nie u,om 1O
ceived onery sartili-ry ‘ire. i RVE ';..'t,ilh,xy hi = c*wmer-fz.un w. lele of
"¢ Coryeny sl tho milrosd crossiv in L T »b, “H100e  iF fXIViZ, £ O
bor of » gecurity sousd, was ¥111€ nowd Lo v ie oo pletel icolmoed,

o Lo nnyy mconrniwr-m for jouiti ne for poe L do Puture ocuapnll ay to
provide aupror amxxd dopth to "BY Cosargle posiiica,

& I-maaxy, “he anay offencive actl n of ;xrovicus doy hovinn  mouwht
them up w0 poci ivme in veindfiv of "4 4 E AJL, shont £ 4o 3 Zlilon ot oo
T, consfitnted s throct to ur rxr otnlinidone The gitueti 0 unpe
romed Trediste withdrawel ond ot B20C kars Ok Janaery the ing cilotloan
clansr-@ @i hi in ita ‘doplrced-rt Lo new rrters In b oL - Baddy T he wlowe
toons of "% Conpony e displrcat rearvicrd, L sne of 1st platcon oy vhe
v nletoon tock up poeitd ne for inirect “ree “he swbrecuont - lod
ing ch recterized by rel tive innctivity wit! ropernlly fow ¢hirves fop 7 F
e 0T Core mies,

7 dmurry, -he 3rd plitoon of pany owed into rdieeet e
pogitl e e to enew hiroat ‘le J"d pl{’u WS Yo cor‘ ‘o rtignmiroe S0
n nwr rositlon, The CF ! ell ndntor DUV Soorrer gug ninod honwy
31ill e Do e orgundiyv resullof "r& 1t sebion,

. Jemrrye VU Lorpeny Civ d thel Lo A Tevet Uire tdsst 08 in
support, of o 106k Covelry Croupe  he ro crny vl orad Ay fmIY IRV
L rowys of arabe e L6 rouwyls 0 Hie Y Lo pany sud o ned o oy ey
eyt Al amr Pire vitich digr bl 2 Loelfetr ok, i attiolion G 0o LO
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Hay 824th D Bne oubt "Nerrative Accourt of Naitalion Operstime® (somtd),

{Aranlld - Ry France (W37 395) on G4 January. This was in keeping with
chanse of division btoundaries when the 36th Division took over part of
the scctor, .

From the 5th of Jemwry to the 10th of Jamary, "A" Compeny fired
herassing anl interdictory fire missi-ns expending a total of 1500 reamds
of HE on these missions, "L" Cormpenv, lst end 3rd platoons received in-
termittont. artillesry firq with the 2nd platoon weathering intensive moge
tar and artillery fire, Three Quartar-tons were disabled froz this eneny
action, , ’

06 Jemsnry, The 2nd and 3rd platoons of "B" Compeny again received
harassine enery mortar fire, '

07 Jomary, ‘he Divisicn Artiliery called upon "B* Co- to fire
mission of Llluminating shells over FREUDLEEHG FAICS (Q750 ) which
were part of the Maginot defemsecs, The sucosss of this mission was nerfeed
oall of TCT fire by the forward cbecsver, '

-]

08 Jamuary. The 2nd plntoon of P Compeny suffered two casualties
fron cpmmy Mrect fire, “he 3rd platoon fired 48 rounde of APC, hit and
knocked ot ons tank, ‘ne casualty was munduarmlto}
was aleo responsible for knodicing out one three inch ™

2
4
3
°g

'O9¢amnry. Tbe&ﬂplntomof"ﬂ*%wwﬁmdmmmhw-
tracks and kmociced them out, An undeter:ined nunber of enemy psreormel
vere in the vehicles, All platoons of "B" Compeny were under intensive

mortar a! artillery fire, The mns that were abandoned on 08 Jamary by

"R* Corpanly, now 300 yards forward of the front lines, were extricated
during the rs of derimness and aided by blowing snow, The dager ins
volved in retrieving guw resulted in swxrds of Bromse stare te persoamsl
responsible, (See Amex B),

g
:
a
2
1
g
§
g
:

11 Jamwary, "A" Company was
and sttached to the ALith Division
troyer Battalion, "A" Corgpany relieved "B* Compsmy of the 6lith T :
Destroyer Pattalion, The ecmpany CP opsned at SARRIGUFMINES, Flatoens
were exowte Lo naw positions,

]
¢
§
i
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Hq, 82th ‘D Dn. subt *Narretive Acoamt of Dattalim Operctions” (scmtd).

12 Jamurry, All s of "A" Coupeny had occupdod AT defence positions,
"B* and "C" Corpenliee maintzined ond improved their positions,

13 dJamwery, "A" Company CF moved to ARIEIUUG, The 3rd pletoon
occupiod direct fire positicns &t M3 D ICHING (QA22 424) to cover likely
tank threst approeches, "' Corypeny, lot and 2nd platoons received ereny
rocket and zrtillery fire, incliding air burets,

18 Jenumry, The mmber 2 gun of the 3rd platoon of "A* Comumy pre=
pared to move under cover of darieess (o direot fire positicons which were
prepared by Divieion Engineers (G412 539). In preparetion for this under-
talcing the gun comrander, pert of the crow, and s detail fron the plonesr
platoon platoon of the 7P6th Tank Destroyer Rattalicn emroute Lo aferecmns
ticned position to meke further Ligrovemsmt prior to cecupation, ren inte
an wnguarded minefiald, The wvehicls struck a mine and drew friendly fire,
The insident resulted in three casualtiss, The ruber 2 gun, 3rd plstoon
of "B Company moved into alternste position to perforz {lluminating shell
fire mis-ion on call froo Y00th Divisiom Artilleary,

16 Jmuary, The third plstome of "A" and ™37 Companies wore alcrted
for possihle enexy thrust and atteck st GROS ZEDERCHING, the probable cremy
chjective (based on PW roports). At this tims the Beitalicm stzited plons
for training men on SPe with the 7Mh Tank Destroyor Battalion,

17 Jamary, The lat gun of the 2nd platoon of "A" Compary took up new
AT defonwe position (Q537 582). One gun of the Jrd platoon fired 18 {1llu=-
minsting shells during the night, :

A8 Jormmry. The mwtber 2 duusumm,Qr"mcwmm
into v intirest fire positiom (Q631 47)) snd registered in on base poismt
(Q6584. 5542) scoring 5 hits eut 12 and routed the enemy eut of houss couse
ing peesidle cammities, Ths first platoon was under heavy artillery fire
awring the period, .

19 Jamary, In conformance with shift of Divisiom boundaries to the
Bast, "B" Company reconmoitered for new positions in vicinity of Sowth and
East of SLASTHAL (QA7 496), ENCHLNDGRG (Q710 A460) and LABACKH (Q725 495).

“C" recormodtered for new positioms in the viseinity of HOLBACH (Q728
530) and KLEINMML (Q700 528),
20

Jamary, "A* Congany moved & gun froa Q527 583) te victinity of
HINING (Q6h2 491) to perform indirect fire missiors, "B* amd "C" Companiss
prepared new positions for The ‘
into imtirest fire positions ( 480) estedlishing its am FDC and provide
ing general mapport to Divisicn Artillery,

w3 -
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Bq, 820th 1D Ma, subs *Narrative Aecoumt o:mmmm(mc).

ﬂ-”.)mwthuotnmﬁrdwwdnmmmd“_
Division with a total expenditure of 1068 reunde HE, 28 yeunds of
sngice and ones illumineting ehell, ’

2 Juwary, AL the request of the 39Rh Infamtry, the msber 3 gm of
the 2nd platocn wae oved under cover of dariness to a position frven whish
direoct ocould be browht to bear on enemy positicn at HEYERSKILLER
(QL90 760), After firing 18 rounds of HE st an enecy OF and ether prebsble
crexy canoertration points, the gun was hastily withdresm under a hail of
enexy ortar fire, msrammu'ﬂ'm.mh‘mdm
100th Division Artillery, performed indirect hareswing night fire missions
which were t0 continue until 12 iareh prior to the J00th Division offensive
actin egninst Gerreny,

23 Jawwry. The day was & relatively inactive one for all platoons
not enynced in inirect fire missiona, The 2nd platoon of "B* Coopany sus~

2}, Jumry, The myber 2 gun of the 2nd platoon, "A" Compeny was sttoe .
ched to the 156th FA for opsraticns and moved out of intirest fire pomitics
a t BLINO (QbLL 487) to W33 498), Positions remnined statie with the 2nd
platoon of "R" Coryany again receiving heavy enery artillery and nortar fire,

25 = 28 Janunry, Two guns of A" Coaupany and the 3rd platoon of "B".
Coapeny engsged in night interdictory and harassing fire missions, :here
were no changes An dispositions and missions of all Battalion eloments in
this mo .

29 Jmuexry, On verbal order from the Comending General of the XV Carps,
confirmed Ly the 5th Tank Destroyer Group , "A" Conpany was rolsased from
attachnent to the 776th Tank Destroyer Battalim, *A" Cepany ‘oved ot of
positions te take up now AT defonse on the 100ch Infemtry Division right
flank, relieving "I'" Copany of the 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion (attached
to 10Cth Inf Div) under cover of darinses, Fositions were taken up in vie
North amd Eest of lerdberrs, Frante in the vicinity ef OGOLTZENPRUCK, SARREINSe

ReiG, Southesst and Hast of &ISHNHAL spd SOUGHT, Franse, "A® Gam cP
was established at 5. LL0I5 (9724 431).

30 Jamuary, Ocouwiion of AT defonsc poaitions on Division right flank
and relief of 654th Tenk Dostroyer Battelicn was corpleted with the assist~
ance of lst “ecornmalssance platoon, Md and 3rd platoans of "C* Coapany re-
ceived 1Mt coery artillery fire resulting in dazags L0 o quarter=ton
vahicle,

The last doy of January found all corpenies disposed along the 100th
Infantery DMvision fron. msintaining AT defense positions at likely avenues
of aprroach for enety arior, .he ooupanies contimred to improve -heir pum
positions, The 3rd plstoun of "B" Corpany fired indircet fire harassing
misaions throughout the day, cxpending a total of 400 rounds of HE,

o~
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Daring the momth "A" and "B" Cempaniss lant sffestiwe suppert te the
1064k Cowalry Oroup entt Lith Divisiocn and 100th Jafemtyy Division respooe
ire interdictory adssions and {lluminating
shell missions with a total ture of Ayb2h rounds of NE and 89 rowpds
of 1lluminating shells, PFive mmcmm.

mmmsenmmmmuaatmdmumm This
included lisiscn betwern the resimentzl AT effiowrs, keoping a situction
mep of AT defenwes in the division and asting as =n advisor to the Come
marding Oenecral en AT defenses and making recommendations for erpleyment

of guns,
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&rih CALL DISLRIT R BATUALLE

O 758, US Ary
06 ‘m 19,5,

(1) Designation < 824th Tank Destroyer Rattzlion (lowed)

(2) Date of organiz-tion = August 10, 1942,

(3) FPlace of orpnmzaticn = Camp Gruber, Oklohore

(L) Authority for orperization - Neadquertars, Third Army
Jenersl Order Muber &
dated 27 July 1942,

(5) Sourcee from which personnel was obtained -
Drefters and transfers from other arganisations,
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Sl aliH e Corydsgiconed aud Fnlistod:

(1) At beginrdry of period = 32 (oficers, & arvumt H7licers
725 tnlis o an
(2) Net inereas: durinw period = O Cfficers, U . ovemit Gf
36 niisicd Yen (i IG)
(3) Met cdecrecse drirg period = 1 Citicar, € Larvart Off
21 wdiated Sen
(L) At end of period =~ 31 “fficers, 2 Lharrant Officere
725 Knlisted len
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AsU 758, US Arwy
06 aprtd 2945

Died in tosp = Noneiattle
Eilled in Action = lattls
E41lled in Action - Battle
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NEADF"'ARTERS 100TH INFANTRY DIVISION . -
. 40 of the Commsivding Gemeral
. APO 447, V.S, Avey

S,

GEMERAL ORDELS)

3 17 Mareh 1945
WRAMBER (1))

STAR Mz

Under the provisioms of Army Hegul:tions 600-45, as anmended, a Bronse Star
NMedal is awnrded to esch of the following named individnzalst )

MARTIN C, RIADY, 32668363, Staff Sergeant, 82ith Tank Destroyer Battalion,
Entered military service froam Paris, New York,

THOMAS P, O'BRIEN 1II, 32700131, Sergeant, &24th Tank Destroyer Battaliom,
Entered military servioce from Brooklyn, New Yeric,

CHEST R L HYBA, 32739838, 824th Tank Destroyer Battalion, bIntered militery
service from Anst New York,

ARTHIR P, PFEIFF » 12698697, Technician Pifth Grede, 824th Tank Destroyer

Battalion, Emtered military servioce {rom Jamsica, New York,

GEOHGE H. WEINER, 32697095, Corporsl, 824th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Entered
military service from Springfield Gardens, New York,

MARSHALL R. DEPUY, 32696061, Private First Class (then Private) 824th Tank

Bettalion,  Entered military servioe from Brooklyn, New York,

HARIY B, GLAZER, 42059618, Private First Class (then Private) 824ith Tank De=~
stroyer Battalion, g‘;m”cd tary service from Washington, District of Colucbia,

KD#ARD B, GLOMBISKI, 33714377, Private First Class, 82ith Tank Destroyer Bate
talion., Entered military service from Pittshurgh, Pemnsylv-nia.

For heroic achlievemant in action o 8 Jamary 1945, in the vicinity of Guising,
Frzzos. When an enemy attack pushed back our line of infantry, crews of two tank
deatroyera were forced to withdraw, abandoning their weapons which were frozen into
position, On the following night thess men, under the lcadership of Sergeant Ready,
advanced three hundred yards in frot of our lincs and, deapite enemy infantry and
tanks emplaced on high ground covering the ares, succeeded in exiricating the frozen
weapons and withdrewing therm to safety, thus salvaging valuable equipmnt at rreat
risk to their own lives,

FRE “EICK w OVCONNOR, 32692307, Serpeant, S2ith Tank Destroyer Bettalion, for
heroic achievement in action on 8 Jamuary 1945, in the vieinity of Rimling, Franee.
lihen extrems enemy pressurc forced back axr line and emposed the left flank of his
position during a hostile counterattack, Sergeant O'Cemnor, in comriund of antie

_tank gun crew, refused to vithdraw, and by his determimation and personal courage
inspired his men to maintain their position, As a result of his action, our limes
were restrored to their former positicons and two enemy personnel carriere stteopling
an enveloping movement were put out of action, !nlered militcry service from
Jamnica, New York,

By command of lajor Ceneral DBUISSE

FICHA D G P . O R
Colonel CsC
Chief of cuaff

OrFICIALS A (9\((

Byron C De la Mater
BYH:N C DE LAMAIIR
It Col AGD
Adjutent General
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1, lettnlion positl ns (&nti-cuk and Indireot Fire) in Divie
si nal eecti-n with chances (7 enclosures)

e Divisin Antietork Defimges (5 enclosurce),
3. Comeny Overlsy leporis
"A" Copony F encloswres)

" Corpany (9 enclosures)
"Cr Comany (1 cnclosure)

Le iecamaissrnce plotoons reports (30 enslosures)
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