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HEAD..UARTERS
82LTH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

APO 758, US Army
19 Januarv 1945

NARRATIVE ACCOUNT OF BATTALION
OPERATIONS

Upon order from XV Corps battaliom prepared to move from Baccarat, France
(V264848) to Sarrebourgh, France (Q528161). The main body crossed the I.P. at
0730 closing in assigned march halt positiom southeast cormer of Sarrebourgfat
09L5, Battalion Commander reported to G-3 of 1"0th Imnfamtry Divisiom and received
instructions (Operatioms Imstructioms Number 36) for the emmloymemt of the batta-
lion, Companies A and B were attached to Combat Team 397 and attached to 45th
Division. C Company remained in Corps Reserve, After contacting CP of CT 397 at
Dossenheim, CP and Companies A and B left for Dossenheim and closed out at Sarre-
bour@d"hy 27 1450,.Battalion CP group closed in at Dossenheim 1905, Om 28 November
orders were received from 45th Division assignimg Compamies A and B, C Comvany
occupied reserve position in Getzweiler as rear echelon established itself im Artz-
weiler, '

During the morning of 28 November (0350)(hours) orders from L5th Divisiom
placed the battalion (-C Comnany) umder 4~45th TD Bn for onerations, The companies
were alerted; ready for movement, At a conferemce with Divisiom AT Officer, Battaliom
Commander receivad plan for emnloymemt of the divisional Tank Destroyers, Company
Commanders were giving necessary instructions whereuvom companies moved out to des-
ignated assembly areas readv to consolidate position of self »ronelled on call, at

1500 hours upom verbal order of the 45th Divisim Commanding Gemeral Battaliom CP
group moved to and established Command Post at Bouxwiller from assembly area,
Companies displaced forward and occupied Anti-Tank Defense position umder cover of
darkness, closing at 2400,

The battalion received its first baptism of fire the 29th November with "AM
Company sustaining the total number of the days casualities, At 1715 it was reported
that one member of the third platoon gun crew was killed and three wounded by Mortar
fire at Mulhausen, At 2235 three enlisted men (including gun commander) were killed
by artillery fire at Nieffern,

On 29th of November B Uompany, 1lst Platoon moved from Ringendorf to Rimgeldorf
on recommendation of Commanding Officer, 645th TD. A Company reported forward dis-
placement of 1st platoon to Rothback and one section of the second platoon to
Offwiller,

30 November Battalion CP displaced to Schillersdorf closing at 1510 hours,
At Engwiller one gun in lst platoon of "A2 Comammy fired 10 rounds APC at a machine
gun strong point killing six of the enemy and reducing the stromghold, Further
displacements forward by A and B Comneny nlatoons to orovide amti-tank defense to
Infantry, }
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Hq. 824th TD Bn. sub: "Narrative Account of Battaliom Overatioms" (comtd):

On the 1st of December plattoms of A and B Company occupied new positions
moving forward behimd the Infamtry advamce, Gums were always close-in om MIR,
Upor omder of Commandimg General, 100th Infantry Division "C" Comanany moved to
Struth at 0600 hours. Fmemy artillery fire (tree bursts) produced two casualities
in A Company. An order relieving battaliom from attachment to VI Corns and attaching
it to the 100th Division and XV Corps upon arrival received,

On 2 December the Executive Officer, upon revorting to 100th Divisiom, was
orieateéd as to plen for Division's employment. The Division had bean concentrating
in the area about Struth. "C" Company moved from Struth to Petersbach, Meanwhile
at 1900 Battalion (-B Company) was released from 645th TD Bn control, and at 2100
received orders to move to Petersbach the next morning, reverting there to 100th
Infantry Division control, A

On 3 December under light rain the Command Post and "A" Comranv moved from
Schillersdorf to Petersbach, At the time "C" Comnanv, nlus the 2nd Reconmais=ance
platoon, moved to LaPetite Pierre, where a Commamd Post was establi<hed and
disposition established as follows: lst platoon at road blocks south of Puberg:
2nd Platoon at road blocks at Zittershein:; and the 3rd Platoon held in mobile
reserve, C Company had been attached to the 398th CT, A Company was being held
in mobile reserve,

On 4 December Division Onerations Instructions received in the morning showed
that objective of Division attack was Bitche, During the evening of th- day C
Company had one of its 2nd Platoons guns and 1% ton truck at 7ittersheim hit by
artillery fire, B Company remained under attachment to 6L45th TD Bn in the 45th
Division area, reports that its platoons had displaced slightly to the North. Two
prisoners were captured by 3rd Platbon, B Company,

On the 5th of December A and C Comranies engaged in reconnaiss-:ice for new
positions in suprort of 393th and 297th Infantry,

On the 6th of December Battalion CP with one section of lst Recomnaissance
Platoon moved from Petersbach, closing in to the new CP at Zittersheim at 1415
hours, At same time A Compamy CP moved to Puberg and C Company CP to Rosteig.

B Company reverted to Battaliom comtrol, CP moved from Zutzendorf to Imgwiller,
its 1lst Platoom to Ingwiller, the 2md Platoon from Gungrechtshoffen to Rothback,
the 3rd Platoon making no changes, So far as "C" Company's Platoons were com-
cerned, the 2nd Platoon was disposed at Volksberg, the 1lst Platoon in the vicinity
of Puberg, and the 3rd Flatoon reconnoitered im Soucht and was prensred to move
there, The misson of "A" and "C" Companies, which both had accomplished during

the day, was strengthening the AT defense of the division along its left flank,

On the 7th of December the Battalion CP moved from Zittersheim and closed
in Geetzenbruck at 1600 hours,

On the 8th of December C Company CP moved from Rosteig to Soucht, otherwise
no substantial change i company position. B Comapmy being in march halt emroute
to taking up AT defemse positioms in Mouterhouse,
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Hq. 824th TD Bn, sub: "Narrative Accoumt of Battaliom Operatioms” (cemtd)

On the 9th of December no substantial change was effected as the Infaatry
-continued to fight for Lemberg, B Compary's CP and lst Platoon moved to Mouter~
house, the 2nd Platoon moved from Lichtenberg to Reipartswiller and the 3rd
Platoon moving from Zinswiller to Lichtenmberg,

10th of December, i‘ollowing the caoture of Lemberg in the morning, "C" Comvany

reconnoittered cor CP and gun position in Lemberg so as to cover roads north and

east out of Lemberg, 2nd made nlans to move in the followimg dav, The 1st Platoon

of "B" Company fired st enemv installation north of Mouterhouse at 1500 hours in
the afternoon, "A" Comvany 2nd Flatoon also recomnoittered positions in Lemberg
with plans to occupr during the night, "A" Compamy also discovered that six

Polish laborers were gathered in the basement of its CP and promptly turmed them
over to the 399th PW Collecting Poimt, The Laborers had been used by the Germans

for working on the Lemberg-Mouterhouse Road, .

11th of December- Positioms in Lenberg were recomnoittered and occupied by
day by 1lst Platoon of "A" Company, the 2nd Platoom having occupied positioms in
the same town the night before, "C" Company also moved into lemberg with its
CP and its 1lst Platoom, the 2nd Platoon beimg in position in St Louis amd the
3rd Flatoon staying in mobile reserve, The 2nd Raebmmmissance Platoom was em-
ployed in clearing mines from roads and gun vosition areas-in conjumction with .
the occupation of position in lLemberg for the '"C" Company Flatoons, Im Mouterhouse
"B" Compamy received 88 and 105 mm artillery fire.,The lst Platoon of that compamy
fired on an enemy observation post totally destroying the house and inspectionm,
accomplished at a later date, showed that firing resulted in six ememy cawmualities
occupied by the CP, Interesting enemy information turmed over by Battaliom S=2
to Division were two enemy maps found by "A" Company lst Platoon Leader im
St louis, The maps were overprinted with Maginot defemses as altered by the ememy
and disclosed his complete dispositiom across the Division front,

12th of December -~ light artillerv and 4O mm flak fiee received at wvarious
times of the day in Lemberg.

_ 13th of December - Two Platoons of "C" Company moved forward to annroaches
just before Bitche, The 2nd Platoom moved from St Louis in the morning, wemt into
march halt position in Lemberg and them moved on into Reyersviller, The 3rd Flatoom
moved its 2nd Section from Mobile reserve in lemberg to am area just east ef Reyers-
viller, The Compamy CP and 1lst Platoon remaimed unchamged. A new field erder was
received from Division indicating that the mew plam for Divisiom was the breach ef the
Maginot line and this developments of the Siegfried Line, The misson of the 824th
TB Bn - to be prepared to meet tank threats from Nouseviller, Hamviller and
Sturzelbroun, 2ad Reconnaissance Platoon emgaged im reconnoitterimg routes rumnimg
north of Reyersviller and west of Bitche, Ome of the Infamtry Battalioms took Freud-
enberg Farms, In the night, the 3rd Platoom of A Compamy, under the directiom ef
Division Artillery, fired illuminating shells over Bitche aad morthwest of Bitche,
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Hq, 824th TD Bm, sub: "Narrative Account of Battalion Operations” (contd)

15th of December-Remorts submitted on effectiveness of illuminating shells,
According to Third Sound and Flash Company (1) quanity wasn't great enough; (7)
the time of illumination wasn't lomg enoughj:amd (3) the burst was too high from
the ground to be effective, Om the other hand, according to the 392th Infantry
Regiment, the flares 1it the objective well enough so that Infantrv troovs could
fire, Evidently, cenclusions as to the value of the shells is in dispute, During
the morning the 3rd Platoon of C Company took two prisomers who had deserted
from the enemy four days before, Battalion Commander attamded conference at
Division CP at Meisenthal in the afternoon,

16th of December - Plans made forimnlace two of C Compamy guns in position
to fire directly on Maginot Line pillboxes,

17th of December - C Company gun, 3rd Flatoon, Commanded bv Sergeant Weigold,
fired a total of 74 rounds at Maginot line forts and succeeded in knocking out
one of them, Three others were also fired on and hit, but not reduced, Although
the gun remained in position during the day, it drew no fire, A section of the
Third Platoon, A Company, fired illuminating shell mission for Division Artillery
again, firing 50 rounds throughout night with Bitche, Camp de Bitche, and the
area north of Bitche as its objectives, First and Second Flatoons, B Comvany,
fired 4Andirect missons using up a total of 17 rounds of smoke and 14 HE,

18th of December - Previous night first and Secomd Platooms, B Comnany,
fired imterdictory fire on areas east of Equelshardt, Total of 540 rounds fired,
Firing continued during this day with sector shifted to the esst, C Company
assigned mission of securing 398th Regimental area against counter-attach from
any direction in Freudenberg Garm area,

19th of December - First and Second Platoons, B Company, continued interdictery
fire during the night previous and during this dav, the Third Platoon remaimihg
in AT positioms, The Flatooms and CP were under harassing enemy fire throughout
the day, First Platoon of C Company displaced forward takimg up AT vositiom,
No chamge for the other two Flatooms of C Compeny er for A Company,

20th of December-~ First and Second Platoons, B Compamy continued firing
interdictory fire through night and day, Two guns of first Flatoom, A Compuy,
fired illuminating shells for Divisiom Artillerv again in the night at 2200,
24,00 and each hour thereafter, A total of 73 rounds were fired,

21st of December- A Company attached to 106 Cavalry Group, and at 1700 hours
moved from old pesitior anmd closed in in new nesition at 1930 hours, For the
balance of the Battaliom plams were formulated for a short move to the west,
C Comnamy submitted recommemdatiom for gun positiom to 398th somewhat to the
west of their present positions and recommendations were accepted,

22nd of December- Battalion CP moved 8 miles from Goetzembruck to Sierstal,
closimg in mew positiom at 1400 hours, C Compamy also moved its CP to Sirestal,
and its Becond Platoor moved to new positiom morth tel Sirestal,=MNis
Platoon received heavy artillery fire early in the ernoon, and the first
Platoom received mortar fire at about the same time, A Company's First Platoon
fired indirect mission en targets in the vicinity of Waldeck,

-L—
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Hq, 824th TD Bn, sub: "Narrative Accoumt of Battalipm Overatioms (contd)

23rd of December - A Company moved to west with 106th Cavalry to mew sedtor
on 7Tth Army's left flamk, with the Compamy CP located at St Avold, B amd C Com~
panies continued to organize in mew areas, New Field erder received from Division
showed Division going on defensive with the Battaliom assigned the mission of assu-
ming positiom of readiness iam the vicinity of Enche*berg for the purpose of
coumtering armored threat from directiom of Rimling-Velmuimster-Scherbach-Bitche,
B Company's Second Section of Second Platoom occupied AT defense positioms, C
Company's Second Platoom recommoittered and selected positioms,

24th of December— A Company CP moved to Ludwiller, Battaliom CP moved to
Montbroun, B Company had its Platooms atnRehrbach, Guieing amd Bettwiller, C
Company made plans for movimg its CP to Emchenberg and Flatooms to Lemberg,
Enchenberg and l1a Petite Rederchinmg, :

25th of December -~ Company A with two of #ts Platoons attached to Recomnais-
sance Squardoms and the other in reserve, moved to nositioms blockimg likely
avenued of Tank appreach into the 10éth Group Position, Operational instructions
indicate that Battalion is assigned mission of reinfaercing the AT defense of
Infantry Regiments as requested by the Regimental Commanders,

26th of December- No change in position of Companies, B Company received
artillery fire at Bettviller and La Petite Rederching, Arrangements made betweem
Divisions Artillery and 8 Company for latter to fire illuminating shell missiom,
C Company fired mission - 16 rounds fired, '

27th of December- Arrangements made for illuminating shell missiom between
Division Artillery and C Company. Recommaissance Platoon conducted route recom=
naissance,

28th of December- lst Recomnaissance Platoon detached from A Compamy and -
brought back to Battalion control, Reports of C Company's illumimating missiom
of previous night conflicting, Ome burst too high, twe others fair, other good
but shell burned out early., Information from enemy PW's that there is good
possibility of employment of gas by ememy, followed by Corps order that all
troopes will cary gas masks st all time,

29th of December- B Company set up AT defenses in mccordamece with Plam ‘
Tennessee, Increased enemy patrol activity in Huddleson Task Force sector on .
Battalion's right flank,

30th of Decesber - Gun of lst Platoon, B Company, fired 22 rounds (20HE, -
2 APC) at two buildings in Guderkirch, one a church-steeple, both possible OPs,
All hits but damage could not be clearly ascertained,

31lst of December- Battalioms first battlefield aoneintment, Lt. Magers,
reported to Commanding Officer having beem commisiomed 26 December at Divisiom
Rear Echelon, Sergeant lMcIntosh and his gun crew , 3rd Platoon, A Cempany, fired
on bazooka patrol which had opemed up orn his half-track, Results of action:
2 enemy killed, 1 cepbirdd, On questioming prisoner stated missiom of patrol
was to destroy enemy equipmemt, '
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ANNEX

HEADQUARTERS
824th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

APO 758
US Army
19 January 1945

ORIGINAL UNIT

(1) Designatiom - 824th Tamk Destroyer Battaliom (¥owed)

(2) Date of Orgamizatiom - August 10, 1942

(3) Place of Organizatiom- Camp Gruber, Oklahoma

(4) Autherity for Orgamizatiom- Headquarters, Third Army
General Order Number 81

. dated 27 July 1942
(5) Sources frem which personnel was obtaimed-

Draftees and tramsfers from other organizationms,
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EADQUARTERS
824,TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

APO 758

US Army
19 January 1945

STRENGTH& Commisioned and Fnlisted:

(1) At beginning of period 31 Officers 2 Warramt Officers
728 Emlisted Mem
(2) Net incre-se durimg period - 1 Officer O Warramt Officer
36 Enlisted Men (Replacement
(3) Net decrease during period - O Officer O Warramt Officer
LO Enlisted Mem
(4) At emd of neriod - 31 Officers 2 Warramt Officers
T2l Enlisted Meh,

ANNEX IICII
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HEADWUARTERS
824, TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

APO 758
US Army
19 Jamuary 1945

LOSSES IN ACTION - Officers and .Meh.

KILLED
Thiele, Fredrick A, Sgt 32696144 C Co, Died in Hosnital -Non Battle
Buchhols, Thomas A. Pvt 42090916 A Ce, Killed in actiom -Battle
Lowry, Curtis A Pvt 33122410 A Co, Died in Hospital -~ Battle
Lucas, Edward P, Sgt 32698481 A Co, Killed in action - Battle
McElliget, William Pvt 33714388 A Co, Killed in actiom - Battle
Qualey, William A Jr, Pvt 33714158 A Co, Killed in actiom - Battle
WOUNDED
Russo, Angelo P Pfe 33777775 C Co,
Geist, Harry I, Pfc 36889410 A Co, -
Hicks, David C. Pvt 34896660 A Co,
Kolakowski, Victor W, Pvt 42101992 A Vo,
White, Jack E. Jr, Pvt 32680443 A Co.
Lucas, Wesley R. Pfe 42081680 A Co,
Knoll, Carl A. Pvt 36299504 A Ce,
Foss, Francis Sgt. 33146386 B Ce,
Lantz, Beverly J Pwvt 33660589 B Co, Self inflicted woumd.
MIA
R12zoTT) , JoHn W. cpl. MIA A G
WescoTT, SyLvesTER M. Tec S MIA A &
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READUUARTERS
824TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

APO 758
Us

SUPPORTING MATERIAL:

ANNEX "pn

Headguarters smd Description of Material
Ha, 824th TD Ba Overlay of AT Defemse Positioms

Hg. 824th TD Bn Overlay of AT Defemse Positioms

B Co. 824th TD Ba~ Disposition of Company gums

as of 1800 hours and fields of fire and fire plam,

C Co. 824th TD Bn = Dispositior of guns and

field of fire,

C Co, 824th TD Ba- lst Platoon-Disvositiom of Gums,
C Co. 824th TD Bn- Company Dispositiom

B Co, 82hth TD Bm- Altermate positioms for the lst

Army
19 Jamuary 1945

Tige
251800

24,1550
24,1630

241645
231603
221630

platoomn (Reserve) plus firimg positioms of lst sectiom

2nd platoon,

21 Dec.

C Co, 824th TD Bn- Disposition and enemy situation im

C Company area,

201640

1lst Platoom, C Co, 824th TD Ba,-Disposition of guas 191630

B Co, 824th TR Ba- Disposition,

C Co, 824th TD Bn- Disposition of gums,

C Co, 824th TD Bn -Disposition of Company

A Co, 824th TD Ba- Disposition of Gunms,

A Co, 824th TD Bm- Dispositiom of gums.,

g824th T Ba - Overlay of disnositiom of Companies
and guns,

A Co, 824th TD Bma -~ Disposition of cums,

B Co, 82hth TD Bn -~ Disvosition of Company.

C Co, 824th T Bn,~ Disposition of Guns,

1st Platoom, C Co, 824th TD Bm- disrositiom of guns
B Go, 824th TD Bmn- Disposition of Platoons,

A Y, 824th TD Bn- Dispositiom of guns,

2nd Platoon C Co, 824th TD Bm~ Overlay of proposed
positions, .

B Co, 824th TD Bn - Disposition of gunms,

B Co, 824th TD Bm= Company employment,

HR, 64L5th TD Ba- AT defense overlay

B Co, 824th TD Bn~ Compamy employment,

B Co. 824th TD Bn- Comvamy employment,

Hg, 645th TD Bn = AT defense overlay

Hq. 6L5th TD Bm - Emrloymemt of 645th TD Bm (=B Ce)
SP amd 824th TD Ba (~C Co) Towed,

170700
121550
111750
110920
10 Dec,

081800
072130
071630
071550
071552
061800
051800

051645
042000
011800
020001
301200
201600
300800

280645



