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HEADWARTERS 

~4TH TANK DESTROYER ,BATTAUON 


APO 758 
US Army 
19 January 1945 

SUBJECT. Organizatioaa1 History of S2Lth Tok Destroyer Battalioa 
tor the period of 28 November to 31 Decellber 1944. 

THII1 : COJmMladiag ae.eral.. XV Corps, APO 436, US Army. 

TO : COJIIDI.IldiJag Ge.eral, Senath Arrq, APO 758, US Army. 

1. I.closed herewith battalio. histor.y of this orga.ization for 
the period ot 28 November 1944 to 31 December 1944 inclusive., 

For the Commaadiag Officer: 

EUGENE D MAYERS 
1st Lt, FA 
Ad.i. 

6 hcls: 
l-Alulex "A" - Narrative AccoWlt ot OperatioRS (4 cooies) 
2-Anaex liB" - Original Unit (4 conie's) 
3 - Almex"C" - Streagth- COJIIJd.ssiolled and EDllsted (4copies) 
4- AJutex liD" - 14s8es in actiO!l- Otficers aRC! Mea (4cooies) 
5- Almex "E" - Uait Journal (1 copy) 
6- Almex "F" - Suoportiag Material (4 cooi,s) 29 I.closures 
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HEAD'-.:UARrERS 
82tTH TANr~ DEsrROYER BATTALION 

APO 758 I US ArrrtY 
1q January 1945 

NARRATIVE ACCOUNT OF BATTALION 
OPERATIONS 

UPOJl order trom x:v Corps battalioJl prepared to move from Baccarat, Frace 
(V264848) to Sarrebourgh, France (Q52816l). The maia body crossed the I.P. at-"~ 
0730 closing in assigned march halt positio. southeast corner ot Sarrebour~at 
0945. Battalion Commander reported to G-3 ot 1n ot,h Iarutry Divisio. aad received 
instructioRs (Operatio.s Instructio.s Number 36) tor the emnloymeat ot the batta­
lion. Companies A and B were attached to Combat Team 397 and attached to 45th 
DivisioB. C Company remained in Corps Reserve. After contacting CP of CT 397 at 
Dossenheim, CP and Companies A and B lett for Dossenheim and closed out at Sarre­

~ 	bourgdrby 27 1450•. Battalion CP group closed in at Doseenheim 1905. O. 28 November 
orders were received from 45th Divisioa aesigniag Compaaies A aad B. C ComnaBY 
occupied reserve positioft in Getzweiler as rear echelon established itself ia Artz­
weiler. 

During the ~orning of 28 November (0350)(hours) orders from h5th Divisio. 
placed the batt,alioR (-C Comnany) uader h45th TO Bn for ooerations. The companies 
were alerted; rep.dy for movement. At a confereJlce with Division AT Officer, Battalio. 
Commander received plan for emnloyme.t of the divisional Tank Destroyers. Comnany 
Commanders were giving neces~ary instructions whereuno. companies mov~d out to des­
ignated assembly areaS ready to consolidate position of self nrone11ed on call, at 
1500 hours upoa verbal order of the 45th Divisir~. COMrM.ndiag a..eral Battalioll CP 

group moved to and established COJiIlWld Post at Bouxwiller from assembly area•. 
Companies displaced forward and occupied Anti-Tank Defense positioll uader cover of 
darkness, closing at 2400. 

The battalioR received its first baptism of fire the 29th November with "A" 
Compa.ny sustaining the total ntunber of the days casualities. At 1715 it was reported 
that one member of the third platoon gun crew was killed and three wounded by Mortar 
fire at Mulhausen. At 2235 three enlisted men (including gun conmander) were killed 
by artillery fire at Niettern. 

On 29th of November B ~omp~, 1st Platoo~ m~ved from Ringendorf to Riageldorf 
on recommendation of Commanding Officer, 645th TD. A Compafty reported forward dis­
nlacement of 1st platoon to Rothback and one section of the second platoon to 
Of1'rlller. 

30 November Battalion CP displaced to Schilleredorf closing at 1510 hours. 
At Engwiller one gun in 1st platoon of ".A2 ComaPJlY fired 10 rounds APe at a machiAe 
gun strong poiJlt kilJillg six of the enemy al'ld reducing the stron~hold. Further 
displacements forward by A and B Comnpny ~l~toofts to nro~de aftti-tank defense to 
Infantry. 
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Hq. B24th TD BIl. sub: "Na-n-ative Account of Battalioa Oneratiolls" (coRtd): 

O. the 1st of December plattolls of A and B Compaay occupied new nositiofts 
moving forward behiad the Iafaatry advaJlce. GUllS were alwa.ys close-in Oil MIR. 
Upoa ollder of Commandiag General, 100th Iafantry Division "C" COlDaoany moved to 
Struth at 0600 hours. Eaemy artillery fire (tr~e bursts) produced two casualities 
in A Company. An order relieving battalioll from attachment to VI Corns and attaching 
it to the lOOth DivisioR and XV Corps upon arrival received. 

OIl 2 December the Executive Officer, upon reporting to lOOth Divisioa, was 
orieited as to plpn for Division's emPloyment. The Division had b~an concentrating 
in the area about Struth. "C" Company moved trom Struth to Petersbach. Meammile 
at 1900 Battalion (-B Company) was released from 645th TD Bft control, and at 2100 
received. orders to move to Petersbach the next. morni.ng, reverting there to 100th 
Infantry Division control. 

On 3 December under Ught. rain the Command Post B.nd "A" Com~Rny moved from 
Schillersdorf to Petersbach. At t.he time "c" ComT"l;:lnv, nlus the 2nd ReconJla.ie~pnce 
platoon, moved to £aPetite Pierre, where a CommaRd Post was establiQhed and 
disposition established as fol1ows: 1st olatoon at road blocks l!Iouth of Puberg~ 
2nd Platoon at road blocks at Zittershein; and th@i' 3rd Platoon held in mobile 
reserve. C Company had been attached to the 39Bth CT. A Comppny W;:lS being held 
in mobile reserve. 

On 4 December Division Onerations Instructions received in the morning showed 
that ob,jective of Division attack was Bitche. During the evening of th" day C 
Company h[ld one of its 2nd Platoons guns Olnd 11t ton truck at i:ittersh"im hit by 
artillery fire. B Company remained under att.achment to 645th TD Bn in the 45th 
Division area, reports thp.t its platoons had displaced slightly to the North. Two 
prisoners were cnptured by 3rd Platoon, B Company. 

On the 5th of December A ad C Comnanies eftgaged in reconnais~'rce for new 
pos5tions in aun"ort of 393th and :9'}th Infafttry. 

OIl the 6th of December Battalion CP with one sectioft of 1st RecoRnaisl!laftce 
PlatooR moved from Petersbach, clOSing tn to the new CP at Zittersheim at 1415 
hours. At same time A Compu,v OP moved to Puberg and C Company CP to Rosteig. 
B CompallY reverted to Battalioa cOlltro1. CP moved from Zutzendorf to Iagwlller, 
its 1st Platooa to Imgwi11er, the 2Rd PlatOOIl from Gungrechtshoffen to Rothback, 
the 3rd Platoo. making no chuges. So far as "C" Comoany' s Platoons were coa­
ceraed, the 2Rd PlatoOll was disoosed at Volksberg, the 1st Platoon in the vicinity 
of Puberg, and the 3rd Platoon reconnoitered ift Soucht and wa~ oren9red to mov~ 
there. The msso. of "A" and "C" COmpAnies, which both had accomolished during 
the day, was strengtheniftg the AT defense of the division along its left flank. 

OIl the 7th of December the Battalion CP moved from Zittersheim and closed 
in Geetzenbruck at 1600 hours. 

Oa the Bth of DeceBber C Company CP moved from Rosteig to Soucht, otherwise 
110 substalltial chaage til company position. B Com&pay beillg in march he.lt el'lToute 
to taking up AT defense positiofts in Mouterhouse. 
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Hq. 824th TD BIl. sub: "Narrative Accouat of Battalion Operatiou tl (co.td) 

01'1 the 9th of December no substantial change was effected. as the lnfaatry 
. continued to fight for Lemberg. B CcmpalllY's CP al'ld 1st Platoon moved to Uouter­

house, the 2nd Platoon moved from Lichtellberg to Reipartsrlller and the 3rd 
Platoon moving from Ziftswiller to LichteRberg. 

loth of December, following the canture of Lemberg in the morning, "CII Comnany 
recoMOittered cor CP and gun Positio:ft in Lemberg so a~ to cover roads north 'aftd 
east out of Lemberg, ~,nd made nlane to move in the followiag day, The 1st Platooll 
of "B" Company fired at enemy installation north of Moutf"rhouse at 150() hours in 
the afternooft. "A" Comoaay 2nd Platoon also recollnoittered positions in Lemberg 
with plans to occupl,r duri.Jlg the !'light. nA" Compaay also discovered that six 
Polish laborers were gathered in the basemeat of its CP and promptly tutRed the. 
over to the 399th FW CollectiDg Poat. The Laborers had been used by the German 
for working on the Lemberg-Mouterhouse Road. 

11th of December- Positiofts in Lemberg were reCOBfto1ttered and occupied by 
day by 1st Pl.tOOK of "A" Compuy, the 2ad Platooa having occupied positioas ia 
the same town the night before. nc" Compally also moved 1Rto Lemberg with its 
CP and its 1st Pla,tooll, the 2nd Platooa beillg in position in St Louis aJl4l the 
3rd Platoon stayiBg in mobile reserve. The 2ad RkO~••aace Flatoo. was .... 
ployed iJl clearing mines from roads and gun oositioll "reas- in conjUllction with . 
the occupatioaof position in Lemberg for the "C" CompUly Pl.atoolls. Ia lIouterhouse 
"B" Compay received 88 and 105 DJI1 artillery fire.The 1st Platoon ot that coinpaay 
fired oa Ul enemy observation post totally destroying the house al'ld. inlSplCtioa, 
accomplished at a later date, showed that tiring resulted in six eaemy ca.ualities 
occupied by the CP. lateresting enemy information turaed over by Battalioa 5-2 
to Division were two enemy maps found by "An Company 1st Platoon Leader ia 
st Louis. The maps"..,. overprinted with Maginot dete.ses as altered by the eJlf)m;r 
aad disclosed his complete dispositioa across the Divisioa froBt. 

12th of December -, Light artillery and 40 nun flak ,.. received at nrioua 
times of 'the day in Lemberg. 

13th of December - Two Platoons ot "C" Comt)aay· moved fOrwArd to annroachea 
just before Bitche. The 2Jld PlatoOll moved trom st Loui. in the morni.g, weat iIlto 
march halt positio. in I.eD'berg aad thea mewed on iato Re,.rllTiller. The 3rd Platooa 
moved ita 2nd Section trom ~bile reserve in Lemberg toa area ,1ust; eaat .t Reyera­
Tiller. The Compay CP and 1st Platoon remaiaed unchaaged. A new field .rder was 
received trom Division indicating that the .e1'l pla. for Dlviaioa was the breach et the 
Maginot line ad this developrDeats of the Siegfried LiM. The msson ot the 824th 
m BIl - to be prepared to meet tank threats frOil NouaeTiller, Hurrlller ad . 
Sturzelbroum. 2ad Reconnaissance PlatoaR eagaged iJl reconnoitter1ag routes ruanilll 
north of ReyvllViller and west .f Bitche. Oae of the Iatotry Battalio.a took Fr.ud­
enberg Farms. IB the night, the 3rd Platooa ot A Compaay, uader the directloa et 
Divisioa Artillery, tired illuminating shella over Bitche ad aorthweet .t Bitche. 
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Hq. S24th TD Ba, sub: "Narrative AccOUllt of Battalim Operations" (contd) 

15th of Deoember-Renorte submitted on effectiveness of illuminp.ting ehelle. 
According to Third SoUJlld and Flash Com'Oany (1) quamt y \'lasn' t great enoup:h; ( ~ ) 
the time of illum1Jlation wasn' t l.Oa& ttmugb,: ad (3) the buret was too hip.:h from 
the grouad to be effective. OIl the other hand, according to the 39~h Infantry 
Regiment, the flaree lit the objective well enough eo that Infantry troons could 
fire. Ev1defttly, c_clusions ae to the value of the lIIbells is in dis~te. During 
the morning the 3rd Platoon of C Company took two orisoaers who had deserted 
from the eft~ four days before. BattaliOll COlllD.8.nder attaJded confereace at 
DivisioB CP at Meisenthal in the afternoon. 

16th of December - Plane made ~orimnlace two of C Campaay gun. in position 
to fire directly on Maginot Line pillboxes. 

17th of December - C Company gun, 3rd Platoon, Commanded by Sergeant Weigold, 
fired a total of 74 rOlmds at Maginot line forts and succeeded in lmocking out 
one of them. Three others were also fired on and hit, but not reduced, Although 
the gun remained in position during the day, it drew no fire, A section of the 
Third Platoon, A Company, fired illuminating shell mjssion for DivisiOll Artillery 
again, firing 50 rounds throughout night with Bitche, Camp de Bitche, and the 
area north of Bitche as its objective•• First alld Seool'ld Platoons, B Conroany, 
fire. daKnct miesons using UP a total of 17 roUDds of smoke and 14 HE. 

lath of December - Previous night first and SecoRd Platoons, B Comna~, 
flred iJrterdictory fire on areas east of Equelshardt. Total of 540 rounds fired. 
Firing continued during this day with sector shifted to the east. C COIDIIDY 
assigned mission of securing 39Sth Regimental area against counter-attach trom 
any directioB in Freudenberg Garm area. 

19th ot December - Flrst and Second Platoons, B Company, continued interdictor" 
fire during the night previous and during this daY, the Third Platoon remai ." 
in AT positioas. The Platooas and CP were UlMier haralsing enemy fire throughout 
the day. First Platoon of C Compaay displaced forward taking up AT 'OOsitloa. 
No chaJl8e tor the other ,two Platooas ot C Company er itor A Company. 

20th of December- First ad Second Platoons, B Co.,...y continued firing 
interdictory tire through night aad day. Two guns 01 ,irst Platoea, A CODlJ)UIY'; 
tired. illuminating shells for Divisioa Artillery agailR 1a the night at 2200, 
2400 &ad each hour thereatter. A total. of 73 rouads Were tired. 

21st of December- A Comp8.JlY attached to 106 Cavall7 Group, and at 1700 hours 
IIIIImId from old. peaitioa ad closed in in new ne.ition at 1930 hours. For the 
balUlce of the Battalioa plus were formulated tor a short move to the west. 
C Comnaay submitted reco...adatioa tor gun positio. to 39Sth so.wllat to the 
west ot their present positions and recommeadations were acce~ed. 

22ad of Deo..mer- Battallon CP moftd S miles from Goetz_'bruck to Sieratal, 
closbg 1a aft posltioa at 1400 hours. C Compaay also: moftd its CP to Sirestal, 
ad. its "coad PlatOOIl moved to Ilew positioll north ~el S1restal..dllis 
Platoo. reoeiwd heavy artillery tire early In the aftemooll, ad the tirst 
PlAtoa. received mortar fire at about the same tiM. A Com"..,.' 21 First Platoon 
tired tndirect misslon on targets in the vicinity of Waldeck. 
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Hq. 824th TO BIl. sub: "••"''!II'_ Ooeratiaa. (colltd) 

23rd of December - A Company IDOftd to wet with l06th 'Cavalry to a.. seOt:.or 
on 7th Army's lett. flaJak, with the Campaay CP locatt at St Avold. B ad C Com­
panies continued to organise in .ew area•• N_ Fiel order received from Division 
Showed Divisiaa goiag oa deteasive with the Battal1 a assigned the missi.a of assu­
m1ag positio. ot readhoss ill the vicinity .t Eilch~erg for the purpose ot 
couateriBg armored threat trom d1rectio• • t Rimling-ioVol.mu.ill8t.r-Schorbach-Bitche. 
B CompaRTts SecOftd Section ot Secoad FlatooR occupi~ AT detellse positio••• C 
Campaal"'s Second Flatooa reco.noittered and selected positio.s. 

24th of December- A Compel" CP moftd to LudwiU". Battal!. CP moYed to 
Mont.broUll. B Compaay had its PlatoOfts atn.Rehrbach, ~siIlg ad Bettw1l1er. C 
Company made plans for moviag its CP to EacheAberg ,..d PlatooH to Lemberg, 
Enchenberg ed 1& Petite Rederchag. 

25th of December - Compaay A with two ot its PlatOOlls attached to Recoanais­
sance SquardoRS and the other iJl reserve, moved t.o ~sitiOlls blockiag likely 
avenued of Tank approach into the l06th Group Positi~.. Operational instructions 
indicate that BattaliOil is assigned mission of rein!~rcing the AT derense ot 
Infantry Regiments as requested by the Regimental COD\manders. 

26th of December- No change in DOsition of Co~io•• B Company received 
artillery fire at Bettviller and 1& Petite Rederchi". Arrangemeats made bet.weea 
DivisioJ1s Artillery and G Company for latter to tire llluminating shell missi... 
C Company fired mission - 16 rounds fired. 

, 
27th of December- Arrangements made for illuminatlng shell missio. betweea 

Division Artillery and C Company. RecGBBais.ano. Plat~on conducted route recoa­
naiseance. 

28th of December- 1st Recouaissance PlatooR detac;hed fro. A Compaay aad . 
brought back to Battalion control. Reports of C Com~'s tllum1aat1ng missio. 
of previous night coRflictiag. 0•• buret too high, t. other. tair, other good 
but shell burned out early. 1I1formation trom enem;r PW'i. that there is good 
possibility of employmellt of gae by ellemy, followed by! Corps ord.. that all 
troops will cary gae masks at all time. 

29th of December- B CompaBy set up AT defenses in.accordaace with Plaa 
TenDo.see. lRcreased en~ patrol activity in Huddle~ Task Foret .ector on 
BattalioD's right flaak. 

30th of Deeeillbw - GUll of 1st Platoon, B Company, tired 22 rounds (20HE, 
2 APe) at two buildiAgs in Guderkirch, one a church-steeple, both possible OPs. 
All hits but damage could not be clearly ascertained. 

31st of December- Battalioas first battlefield annoint.mm, Lt. Magers, 
reported to ConmandiBg Officer haviag ben commisio••d26 December at DiTisio. 
Rear Echelon. Sergeant McIntol!lb and his guJl crew, 3rd .PlatoOJl, A C4tJaJ)IIty, tired 
Oil bazooka patrol which had ooe.ed uo OIl his half-track\. Results ot actions 
2 enemy killed, 1 .apn1iN.d. On questioaiag prisoner stat-eel missio. ot patrol 
was to destroy enemy equipmeat. . 
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HEADQUARTERS 

824th TANI DESTROYER BATTALION 


APO 758 
US Army 
lQ Juuary 1945 

ORIGINAL UNIT 

(1) Del!li«ftatioa - 824th Taak Destroyer Battalioa (I'owed) 
(2) Date of OrSaJlizatioa - August 10, 1942 
(3) Place of Organizatioa- Camp 	Gruber, Oklahoma 
(4) 	Authority for Orguizatioa- Headquarters, Third Army 

General Order Number 81 
dated 27 July 1942 

(5) 	Sourcel!l fram which persoJ'Ullel wa~ obtai••d-
Draftees aad traal!lfers from other or~anizatio.s. 

ANNEX "B" 




HEADQUAm'ERS 
S24TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION 

APO 758 
us Army 
lq January 1945 

STRmGTH~ Commisio.ed and Ehlisted: 

(1) 	At beginning of period 31 Officers 2 Warraat Officers 
728 ERlisted Me. 

(2) 	Net increpse duriag period - 1 Officer 0 Warr..t Officer 
36 El'llisted ~.{e. (Replacaaeat 

(3) 	Net decrease duriag period - 0 Officer 0 Warraat Officer 
40 Enlisted M. 

(4) 	At e.d of neriod - 31 Officers 2 Warraat Officers 
724 Enlisted Mea. 

ANNEX "c" 
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HEADW.UARTERS 
8/4TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION 

LOSSES IN ACTION - Officers a.d.Mea. 

Thiele, Fredrick A. 

Buchhols, Thomas A. 

Lowry, Curtis A 

Lucas, Edward P. 

KcElligot, William 

Qualey, William A Jr. 


Russo, AIl«elo P 

Geist, Harry I. 

Hicks, David C. 

Kolakowski, Victor W. 

White, Jack E. Jr. 

Lucas, Wesley R. 

KRoll, Carl A. 

Fos8, Frucis 

Lutz, Be'ftrly J 


KILIm 

Sgt. 32696144 
Pvt 42090Q16 
Pvt 33122410 
Sst 32698481 
Pvt 33714388 
Pvt 3~7lA158 

WOUNDED 

Pfc 33777775 
Ptc 36889410 
Pvt 34996660 
Pvt 42101992 
Pvt 32680443 
Pfc 42081680 
Pvt 36299504 
S«t. 33146386 
Pvt 33660589 

MIA. 

W.R, 2 Z " .,. T J ) Jo Ii,. C", . 
M. Tc,S

'AlES c.oT T) 	 SVt.IISS TSIt 

ANNEX liD" 

C Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 

C Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 
A Co. 
B Co. 
B Co. 

APO 758 
us Arrrq 
19 JaJluary 1945 

Di~ in Hosnita1 -NoR Battle 
Killed in actioR -Battle 
Died i. Hospital - Battle 
Killed in actio. - Battle 
Killed in actio. - Battle 
Killed in actio. - Battle 

Selt iaflicted wouad. 

MIA 	 ACe, 
.4(4,­MIA 



HEADQUARl'ERS 
824TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION 

APO 758 

US Army 

19 Jumary 1945 


SUPPORTING MATERIAL: 


Number 
1 

2 

3 


4 


5 

6 

7 


8 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 


23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 


Headquarters R.ad Description of Material 
Hq. 824th TO BIt Overlay ot AT Defe.se Positioas 
Hq. 824th TO Bn Overlay of AT Detease Positioas 
B Co. 824th TD Ba- Dispositioa of Compaay guas 
as of 1800 hours and fields of fire al\d tire pl_. 
C Co. 824th TO Bn - Dispositioa of guns Utd 
field of fire. 
C Co. 824th 'lD Ba- 1st Platoon-Disnositioa of GUllS. 

C Co. 824th TO BB- CompaBy Dispositioa 
B Co. 824th TO Ba- Alteraate positioas for the 1st 

Time 

251800 

241550 


241630 


241645 

231603 

221630 


platooa (Reserve) plus firillg positioas of 1st sectioa 

2ad platoo.. 21 Dec. 

C Co. 824th TO Bn- Disposition and ene~ situation ia 

C Compuy area. 201640 

1st Platoo., C Co. 824th 'lD Ea.-Disposition of guas 191630 

B Co. 824th 'IB BIt- Disposition. 170700 

C Co. 824th TO BIl- Disposition of gullS. 121550 

C Co. 824th TO BIt -Disposition ot COJllpaJlY 111750 

A Co. 8?.4th TO Ba- Disposition of GUllS. 110920 

A Co. 824th TO Ba- Dispositio. of guas. 10 Dec. 

824th 'ID B. - Overlay of disno sitioll of Computes 

and guns. 08l.S00 

A Co. 824th TO Ba - DisDOsitioll of ~s. 072130 

B Co. 826.th 'ID Bn - Disoosition of Com,aa:v. 071630 

C Co. 8/4th 'ID Bn.- Disposition of Guns. 071550 

1st Platoo., C Co. 824th TO Ba- disnositioa of gullS 071552 

B Qo. 824th TO Ba- Disposition of Platoons. 061800 

A ~o. 8/4th TO Bn- Dispositioa of guns. 051800 

2nd Platool\ C Co. 824th TO Ba- Overlay of proposed 

positiol\s. . 051645 

B Co. '824th 'ID Bn - Disposition of guas. 042000 

B Co. 824th TD Ba- CompUlY employment. Ollaoo 

~. 645th TO Ba- AT defense overlay 020001 

B Co. 824th TO BIl- Compaay employment. 301200 

B Co. 824th TO Ba- Comn8Jly employment. ~01600 


Hq. 645th TD Bn - AT defense overlay 300800 

Hq. 645th TO BIl - FmnloymeJlt of 645th TO Ba (-B Co) 

SP aad 824th TD Ba (-C Co) Tewed. 280645 


ANNEX "F" 



