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The eompany was alerted by Hgs, T FCHRCE 12th Arny Group at 113@ hours 17
December 1944, AL approximately 16@@ hours, orders were received from T FURCE
Commander that the Frovost Marshall of First Arny dirscted the Company meve Lo
Malmedy, Belgiwm and cecupy firing positions last of towh, The Company was to
be attached to the 526th Arxmd Inf. Bn. for the move to lialmedy. Upon reaching
¥almedy, the C.0. was to report to Col, Hansen, Commander of 99th Inf. Bn. The
Company Joined the 526th drmd Inf, Bn, and’ passed the IP at la Reid, Delgium at

22f¢ hours Lhis date.

thile enroute to Malmedy, the columm was ordered to halt and awmif further
instructions. ¥ritten orders were received that one Company of 526th Armd Inf.

En. and one platoon of Co. "AM, 825th TD.Bn should be moved to Stavelot, Belgium,
and occupy pomitions Scuth and %uthcasb of the town, whereby the road blocks ale
ready established could be covered by fire. The force was placed under command of
Hajor Solis, Lxeculive Ufficer, 526th Arad. Inf, Bn., and was made up of Company
#AM, 526th Armd. Inf. Bn., and First Plgtocn, Company "A", B25th ib Bn. This. force
moved to Stavelot and the remainder of the column meved to H#almedy. The column
arrived at Xalmedy at g2 nours 18 December 1944, :

i reported to Col. Hansen as ordered upon arrivial; vho ordersd my company to
oCeuUpy positiens already chosen t{o cover 'the rcad blocks by fire, U(unides vwere
furnished by Co. "%, 291st Bngr. Bn., and Platoon Leaders moved guns into position
(see attached overlyy # 1). The third platoon tock up positions in vieinity of
road block at (803036). The second platoon tock up positions in the vicinity.of

road blocks at (792052} ang {778037). (ne section of this platoon oeccupyin
positions at each location, Defenso was setup and guns in positicn at ﬂ&id hours
this date,

The First platoon arvived at Stavelot at approximately @33@ hours 18 December
1944, Hajor Solis, the force commander, sest one plabuon of Company "a", 526th
Armd Inf. 8n. and one section ef first platoon thds unit, acrosa the mver to
occupy positions on the high g:*(mnd soubh of town, 7The other seckion of first plat-

oon and the Anti Tank Platoun of Company ®A%, 526th Armd Inf En. were held in reserve.’ :

The first section crossed the river &t a'cprcxxmé,tely #545 hours and made contact
with the enemy abt approxirately P6@5 hours this date, This section was umgble to

reach the positions designated due tv enemy lire and upon trying to wit idrad. to take- .

up positions to return eneny fire, they were hit by direet fire of the enomy, lmocke
ing out the twe mus and half tracks. As a result of this action, six (6) Ei were
missing, and two (2) were battle camuaitiss. AL daylight the enemy placed consider-
able fire on the town of Stavelot., The firé was comming from machine guns and heavy
weapons which were set up in the 'housss overlovking the town. (ne gun was bt in
position at . (721013 ) vhereby Lire conld be placed on the fixed enemy positions. By
£93f hours, the gun had set fire to six (6) houses, and hit approximately ten (10)
others, At 1gf¥ hours the rumbls of tanks could be heard and the tanks appeared
on the hill south of town,

Four (4) Mark VI German Tanks were#bserved, and taken under {ire by the sec-
tion which remained in Stavetot. Kach sguad knocked out tavo (2) tanks. & fifth
tank (Tiger Royal) had came inte town by ancilier route and could be heard recon
noitering the town by fire. A gun was moved L0 a position in the center of the -
street at (719017) so as to permit firing on the approaching tank, Some 15 rourds

- were exchanged in the fire fisht., Une of the rounds from the 3% gun hit the tank
at a point wmhere the gun extends {rom the turrent, and the tank withdrew, In doing
so, the tank backed into a brick bullding, and mllad the building down plnning
the tank undernesth the wreckage. During this action the platoon leader received

orders to withdraw, but due to the enemy fire it was impossgible, However, %}l&.se i
the

hours the remainder of the platoon withdrew under covering fire which cané™
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gun at (719012).  The gun commander and gunner, firing the gun at (719012) after
making certain the platoon had widhdrswn, rendered the gun useless to the enemy
by plaeing an incendiary gremade in the breach. The two nenecommissioned officers
then withdrew on foot. Une (1) 1/4 ton truck and cne (1) half-track was lost dur—
ing this acticn. Une man was wounded. N '

On 19 Decerber 1944, two men of the company captured three (3} suspected Ger-
man soldiers in civilian clothes in salmedy, and turned them over tc GIG. Third
platoon received enemy mortor and amall arms fire in their position. do casvalties
for the period. (n 20 Decomber 194k, gun positions were improved. Ro contact with
enemy during this pericd. C : '

An attack.by the enemny was expocted and all personnel were alerted at 388
hours 21 December 194k, At approximately #7199 hours one secticn of the 2nd platoon
located at {(778037) made conbact with the enemy, and destroyed one {1) 1/4 ton -
truck, one (1) halfutrack and one (1) Marki VI Gerwan Tank, In addition, the .
section at (776037) inflicted heavy casualties on the énevy. During this engagement,
two men were battle easuvalties, two wounded but not hospitaliged. Une 3 inch gun
wis knocked oub. In this same operation the section captured one (1) ¥-8 and two
(2) 1/ ten trucks (Americans in servicable condition, vhich were being used by
the enemy. Company "+ 9%h Inf. Pn. also engaged the eneny ab vhis polng.

During period from 22 Dec/Lk to 23 Dee/Lk, platoons resained in defensive pos-
itions and continued to dig in and improve positiona. {n 24 December 1944, the
3% Gun and half-track of third sguad lst Platoon was repaired and it into posibicn
at 2P hours at (778038), This gun supported one gun of -second plasoun at (778036),
(3ee attached overlay # 2). 25 December 1944, positicns remained the same, and
the 3% guns and half-track of 4th squad lst platoon was recovered from Stavelot,
un 26 December 194k, the gun and half-track of lst platoon wes repaired and pub
in position at 2@ hours at (778039) (See attached ‘overlay # 2).. AllL other pos-
itions remained the same, ALl positions remained the same during period of 27
Degember 1944 to 28 Decepber 1944 incl. o ' K ‘

“Un 29 Decenber 1944, recormaisssihce was made for locaticn, of new and better
positions. ‘he second section of third platoon moved to and oceupled new pug-
itions, at (804039) the other section remained in positicn at (797039)(See at-
vached overlay 7 3), Further reconmissance was made. for- positicns on 30 December
1944, and first zection of the ihird platocn moved 10 and decupled new positions at
(2030%L)s During pericd from 31 Decenber 1944, te 5 Jamuary 1945 inculeive, platoons
continued to ocoupy defensive positicns. (See attached overlay # 3). ‘ |

At @839 hours on 6 Janvary 1945, orders were received fram-GU of 823rd T.D¢
Bn. that this company would cecupy positicns presenily occupied by units of 82394
TD Bne The change to.be effected within a 48 hour: pericd. Ab 17@@ hours this date
the third platoon of this uwnit moved to and cecuplied positions in vieinity of
(758026).. At 1@3¢ hours 7 Janvary 1945, the first platoon {~ one section) moved
to and occupied positionis at (765036} at 1300 hours. second platoon moved to and

. oceupled positicns at (735025) {See attached overlay # &)

At 14§ hours 8 January 1945, the section of first platoon moved Lo alternate
positions and fired 11 rounds H.h. at an enenwy GPa Tire was effective: Guns

- were then vioved back into-original positions at (765036).-..

ALl positions resained the same during ‘the pericd from 9 'Ja.ﬁv;éa‘r;,r-l?l;s to 15
January 1945 inculsive. No casualties during pericd albhough all positions recelve
ed light enemy artillery fire and eoncentrations.of Nebelweler fire. '

At 163¢ hours 16 January 1945, orders were recelved froni-Col. Hansen to assenble
company in Meisz, Belgium, (75501423' At 183¢ jours lst Platoon elosed in assenbly

area. At 190% hours third platoun closed in assembly area, and at ¥ hours 2nd
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platoon closed in assenbly area,” At 230 hours this dave orders were received
through 526th Armd. Inf. Bn. that company was relelved of missicn, and would r6=
tuwrn to T FORCE in vielnity of idarneffe, Belglum,

At ¢63@ hours 17 January 1945, company moved from Meiz, Belgivm and arrived
at Warneffe, Belgium at 153@ hours, Cistance traveled 60 miles,

A8, H. DIBERT
Capt. 825th 1D Bn
Comdge Co, "AM




