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8352 TANK IXSTROYER BATTALION oo

1948 i

i Subjeet; Monthly Report of Activitles, '

To! Commanding General, Special ’!.‘roop;. 12th Army Group, APO 856, 11, S, Army.

. In commliance with Section I, Administrative Bulletin Number 71, Headsuarters, ;
Special Troome, 12th Army Group, dated 24 October 1944, the follewing report is submittedy ;

DECEXBZER
i

During the month ¢f Dacember 1944 the $35th Mnic Destroyer Battalion (less detnched
" units) was stationed at Iuxembourg, 1ts primary sission being the pearimeter defenze of |
Headquarters Twelfth srmy Group TAG, On 16! Decerber &n enexy bresk-through we renerted . |
in the vicinity of Berdorf, Lauterhorn, chéii’ier and Dicksweiler., Security mi anti-tank ‘
defennes vere immediately tiszhtened. Arsmersd car patirols wereerdered to eperate contin.
uously en probable avenues of appreach, within an eight-kilemeter radius eof the city; the * |
balance of the bdattallon was alerted for e playment as ordered. On 1% December the first
and second platoons eof Company “OX occupied prepared gun positions; the third nlateon re.
mained in reserve, Road blocks were 1nsta1iad to halt and identify all traffic; armered .
car patrols were ready to »rovide gun crews| small-arms protection in the event ef atiack,
By 28 December the German threamt te luxenbodurg hud diminished, and those elekents of the

battalion etationed in the city returned to ithedr noxrmal status, - I '

Cempany "A" waeslerted by Headquarters Moe Torce at 1130 hours 17 Decamber 1944 and
Zotified of 2 German counter-atiack. Orders followed at 1600 hours directing novement. to
Malmedy, Belgium, attachment te the 526 Armored Infantry Battalion for the move, and ‘
occupation of firingweitlons east of the town., At Malmedy the Commanding Officer, 36 -
Armored Infantry Battalion, attached fhe first platoon ef tank Ges troyers to Company WA®
526 Armored Infantry Battalion; $hi¥ force was ordered to proceed to Stavelot, Belgiwe - WM
under the command ofMajor Solis, 8-X, 526 Arvored Infantry Battalion, to take up gum -
poeitions defending three Engineer-constructed road-blecks. 4Am a result af orders . re-
ceived from the Commanding Officer, 99 Infantyy Battalion, Captain Dibert ordered his ,
second and third tankdestroyer platsons to positions in the vicinity ef three road-blocku_ ‘
near Malmedy. Defenses were set up and guns in positien by 0470 hours 18 Decembar, AV - . |
0805 hours the first. wlateon under the command of Lientenent Jack Deherty met apd held -
& numerically superier snemy forte {see imcl, 1 for desoriptiorn of this action extractad .
- from The Stars and Stripes, 20 December 1944; from this batile Lieutenant Doherty's men
emerged with oredit for having destroyed four (4) Tiger "Royal® Tanke, six (6): houses
harborineg machine gun nests, gix (8) enemy p1libexes and for having killed or wounded an' |
 undetermined number,  The firat Platoon Feported ten (10) cosumlties (slesing and wonnded},
three () three~inch mns, three (3) balf-tracks, one (1) t.ton truek, twe (2) 610 SCR lost
to enemy actlon, Three (3) of the enexy dreeged in civilian clething wers captured in ,
Malmedy on 19 Decemtsr; ths third slatoon vas subjected to mortar and small-sarms fire ut . |
suffered no casdtles. On 21 Dacember all troops were slerted at 0300 hours; at ap- ) P
proximately 0700 houre the sound of what was belleved to be a slixerble enemy armored al
column indicated its spnroach on the road covered by the sscond tank destroyer ylatoon, . ‘
4s Lisutenant Harper get hisg gun crews for action, an Azerican $.ton truck earrying German
reconneisgonce personnel Sppeared over a curving crest; a landmine lald by members eof the
second platoon exsloded demslighing thig vahicle, An american hal ¥-track arpesred next .
followed by a German Mark IV tank; Lieutenst Barper's guns trapsed the half-track batween

»laging fire.

ST T T T

 the l_ton truck and the tank by first destroying the tank, then methodically wla :
on thelmlf-track, One other enexy-operated American 3-ten truck vae put out of action'in
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/8 battle, Lat.cr on thiu sames date the secan& platoon capiured two (2) additional
{emy~operated i.ton trucks and one (1) light srwored ear M-8; artillery and small arms
fire fell on the third plateon, (During the remainder of the month Captain.’ Di.hort im-
/. proved hisye sition and refitted cqui.pment which had been damagedy R}

s sm. 22 Octobar 1944 elements of the firsi, sesond and third platoonw, Comgny "B*

hs,ve been assigned socurity missions with 'kwelfth ATRy Group VHF radic statlons e:neratinj ;

in First and Third Army secters, At Baraq;a Fraiture, Belziue on 18 Decembar, Lieutenant

Deckar received orders ic evacuate with twg radie statlons, the mecond-destroyer squad
of the second platoon and third squad of the firat platoon to Nassogae, Belgium,
Lieutenant Decker met Sergeant Cloutier with the fourth squad af the first platoon when

he arrived in Hassogne at about 2100 hours., Oh the follewing day in cempliance with order!

the second and third squeds were moved to Jemells, Belgium to secure &. telephons repeater
station; two (2) VHF stotione were moved té Hill 561 with half of the fourth sguad es
zecurity, At maon 20 December one plateon]of Company "6* , Zrd Battslion, 29 Infantry
Regixent under the command of Lieutenant P}'xillipn Joined the eecond and third squads at

Jemelle, Rumors ¢f the enemy's presence WeTH RMINEIoUs OR 21 and 22 December; Lieutenant !
Decker through personal inspection found anew redonnalesance units s be pregent in the |

vicinity of Ambly and encountered enemy mchina—-m fire north of Jemeppe, Frivates

Barrows and Peters reported enemy armr o.n& what wers belisved to be American ambulances
moving west acress theirf ront at 1000 honrs 23 Decenber; while these men had bean edsery

" ing, the third sguad had opened fire on a locomtivm%which the enemy had commandeered and
started towrd Jemolle from the Werth, Two ! {2) rounds of HB had ¥nocked 1% out 2% a range

of aix huhdred to elight handred yards. Prﬁ'm!;ea Barrows end Peters had reconneitered the

" nertheast flank and reported the mresence of. a large numbsr of German goldiere dressed
comnpletely or partially in Ameriean unifarie at Harsin., At 1300 heurs the repester statlo
elosed down and evacumted with the second and i-hird destroyer squade o Rochefort, Belgiu
In accordance with instruetions received from Msjer Fall, Zrd PBattaliom, 335 Infs.ntry
Regiment, the twoe squads toek up tempoerery’ positions in tha town square, At abeut 2300
hours an atiacking enemy infantry force was completely wiped sut by the combtined machine.
un and gmell-arms fire of the second and third squade; shortly after this dattle, three
3) M-18 gelf-propelled Tank Destroyers snd ene (1) Infantry rifle compsny Jolned L, _
Decker's force, At about G100 hours 24 December the third squsd with the assistance of

one M-18 compélled a Cermen tank t6 with draw om a side sirset by which it had approashed

kporsdic fighting continwed through the night. In the morning at 0830 hours three (3)
attaching enemy tanks put the second squad and its gun out of action in a fire fighty -
_the third squad which had entered the firht fromx an unfaverable position was forced to

abandon its gun and join the infantry with small arme, At about 1345 hours those who wer,
adble to withiraw left by foot going cross-country in small groups to reorzanisze at Glvet,!
France; Lieutensnt Decker reported to his Cexpany Headquariers with these men on Ohristma

Day (for more detailed descriptisn see inclosure 2 "Oral Report by Lieutenat Decker?),
Since 21 December the fourth tenk destroyer squasd had secured YHP dntiens which had

continued to operate on Hill 561 despite the enemy's presence en the same hill, Bat en. 26!
December numerically superier German Tivops clozed in, A prearrenged plan fer avacuation X

in small groups was executed and all mexbears ef this unit had reached their Gemw v

. by 30 December {for more detailed deseription see Inclosure 3 "Sergeant Cloutier's xeport%

@ther detached uniile of conpany p* did not encounter the enemy and were disposed as
follawe )

" 16 Dee 44 lat Squed, 2nd Sec, 2nd Flat, moved from (revels, lLuzembourg to
Fraiture, Balgim, |
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16 Dec 44 . 2nd Squad, and §- of Bags Security SQct:laa. int !?la.taon woved from Cour,
: :aalgi.nm te 53a, Bolgiu. :

17 Dec 44 2nd Bquad and } Hos Security Section, lat Platoon moved fron s1na.
Eelgium to Beaufays, Belgiun. : . -i

17 fime 44 2pd Sausd and ¥ of Hae Security Saction. ard platoon moved from Verelun
Prence o Malancourt, Fra.nee.

17 Dec 44 lst Squad and & Hos Seaurity Section, 3rd Platoon moved £rom Hancy,
Frence Yo vicinity west of 5%, Avold, France, ‘

19 Dec 44 4th Squad and ¥ Has Bec‘urity Section, 3rd Platoen moved frem Mnlancanr'
France to Sandwe iler, mxen’neurg;. - B

20 Dsc 44  lst and 3rd Squads and i Hoe Security fection, 3rd Platenn moved from
vici’nity vest of £8¢t, Av_’o}d. Frence to Verdun, France.
31 Dec 44 18t Squad, 1st Platoon mved from Beauwfayn, mlgiu to Lesves,
. Belp;ium. | .
I . l’-
21 Dec 44 2nd Squad and % Hoe Seourity Section, 3rd Platoon moved from Halanaour

France . to Vorﬂun. France.

22 Dec 44 2nd Squad ami i His Security Section, 3rd Plasioon noved from: Vsrdun.
Fronce to Stonne, ?rande.

24 Dec 44 2né Squad and } Securiby Section. lst Platoon moved from Beaufays,
- . Belgium to Tongres. Belgium, )

25 Dec 44 1st (un Squad, X4 Plateoin moved from Yerdum te Rockroi, France,

e sperge - e e S 2 S e e e -

for the Commsnding Officer:

T

ROIGER D, ¥EE,
. Capt, B25th TD Pa,
3 Inels: AdJutant,
inel 1 - Extraot Stars & Strips (3
fenl 2 « Oral Ret by Lbt. Decker {3)
Incl & - Sgt Oloutierts Rpt, (3)

R
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S DR ' 26 December. 1944

ORsL REFORT BY LT DiChiER
. y : - : . : Vie T . -
" Barague Fraiture, Belgium: On the 28th December 194k, I received
orders to. evacuate Wlth the radio wtation and move. to Nassgogne, Bel~
gium with LOVE racio ( S/Sgt. Halli's crew) und report to ROGER ra-
. dio stution, We loaded our coulpment and found that we had too o
‘rmuch For our vehicles to CATTY. " I asked two men -to volunteer to’ S
stay behind with the remaining equipment and Privates Roach and be o
- Connell volunteered, The 7th urndred Division Servies Trein had
- moved into .Baragque Fraiture, Belgium, - I gave the men imstructions
that in the event the. tralns evacuated before we returned with trans-_,
portatlon, to destroy the aculpmcnt aﬂd leave with the tralnso ' *

Vie left Baraque Fraiture at 1545 hours und &IIlVGd in Hassognc, Bel- -
gium at 2100 hours, 18th December IL94L. *When we arrived there, Sgt.” *
Cloutier informed me that I weas to 1eave the next mornlng for Muas-
tericht, Holland;' that T was to depart as early-as possible, at a-

bout 0515 hours, 19 December 194k, I received a call from a Col, D,

M. Schute orderlnb me to disregard prEV1ousjlnstruct10ns- to leave

the rodios LOVE and BaKiR -at Nassdgne, Belgium; take the two scuads-
‘that were with me cnd secure the IEpeutCT stiation at Jemelle, Bel-
‘gium, I left on a rcconnaisswnce at about 0545 hours to Jemelle .

and ‘returned ‘at about 0715 hours, I was told that Maaor Halpin head -
called cnd ordered LOVE radio and BAKER radio-to move to Hill 561, -
Sgt, Clouticr received instructions to send half of the security. = .
group from HUGLR radlo to- uCCOﬂPuny LUVL and BnKLR as. their securlty..

I moved ny fwo guns to Jemclle gcttlng Lhem into position at ‘about
0830 hours. We 8pent the doy .organizing our p051t10n.

We spent the 20th d01ng routine &uty At noon of that day Lt

- Phillips of Compény ¥"G¥, 3rd Battalion, 29th Inf, Rcbt. I6p0rt6d to:
me with one platoon of 1nfantry to agsist in securing the installa-
tion at Jemélle, I visited Nas sobng that days I also visited the -

gét-up at Hill 561. i ‘ S '

The next day, 21 December l94u, at dbout 0830 I TLOlecd 1nformatlon
from an- -MP that tanks had been in Marche last night or real carly

. that morhing. (At this time I am doubtful whether he vas an NP and

~ think thot -he may have been one of tho eneny spreading. runors, A4S

we were later informed the CREy wWis doing things of this sort). Lt

. Dietrich, thc- 81gnul Ofllccr, in charge of a repeatcr station re~ -

o ported tnls to Col, Trcw at ADSEC: who, in:turn must have répodrted it
to Bagle M¥Moin, I immcdiately went to Marchc &nd -investigoted the .
rcport., I found that it was untrue, At about 1400-I wes instructed -
by Col, Lee of Eaglc Main (by tclcphone) to report to G=2 of Mbnanzh
g}ﬁwf 5 - . CJOIJI‘IE EITT IA.L o o v

, Lot ,
m i ’_ e oy e e e L S T R T TR T ."._"_' T ot ;:..z;f:; _T.__.'.':',; Lol :",::-:'..':,A,-—-i,i ; e
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the 1nforngt10n that I had rescived, in detail,.- T then went out to T
find Monarch und ot aboub 1700 I found Monarch at- Ncufchatean and re-: ok
portcd to the G G-2, I rcturned %o JLHCllC at about 2030.. Rumors
were flying thick and feast but nong of “them proved t6- have any basis

. although we checked 411 of then usqfur ‘as possible. I was unable to
o trece thc sourcc of any of thcu.‘.i; . . : .

On the Lo_q1ng of thc 22nd I went on a reconnaissance poward Marchc-
o0 furthcr cheek rumors of the encmy. again I .Tound fgothing althouch
T accwaulatcd rore rumors from civilians that had been given to them

by soldicys dressed in american uniforms, A4t about 1400 I again

made o rcconnaissance. from Jcmclle! toward Ambly where I wes nb by a

British rceonncissance unit who sgaq Lbuy had secn cncuy reeonnalss-

ance in anmbly. I chcoked it personully and found two. lisht roconnais-.

gance vehieles and onc 1ight tank. I turncd back to Jemellec and wentb
up the roud from Jemclle toward Marche o Jembppc =nd -thon turncd

cagt towerd Harsin., In Harsin a Belgion bey sboppod-me pointing to-

ward o small road lcading north tb Merche., He said, “Bochc tunk" Ce

I gow four tarks. One lookcd likep an amcrican tank, I ruturncd“to

Jumcppc and contlnucd my ILCOﬁnuIS whee toward Marche._ T

In Marche I rgﬂortc@ 1y 1nlorma ion to the 84th: Inf. Dlv.‘G 2 who ine.

forned me thot they ( the 84th ) had just moved in that . .day, and had .
geb up = rCconnulSumnCC séreen part of whlch was moving in thc dlruct-
ion of. Hﬁr81n._ . : :

I sterted buck tou;ru Jumelle and cnoountcred 115ht na011nu bun 11rc
without ill ¢ffcct «boub ‘o milc north of Jemenpe, - I arrived in Jen-
¢1lc and doublce the puards., 'at about 1615 Lt, Brown (Signal Corps)’
cume down Ehu g.mc road from Marche and rcportug that he '3lio had been
fired on «nd' thet his driver was wounded in the hand, Wo 1qmpdlutcly
telephoned this information back to the G-2 of the 8hth Div. thru a
civilign Dhone. Durlnw the night we could hear a lot of firing and

' gounds which indicated that tenks wére in a buutla noruhcast of town,,
Nothlng CLILG our way thut night.. -

On the morning of the 23rd at about 0830 I agaln ant on a reconnais-

sance towcrd Ambly. I procecded to the edge of town wheie I ecncount-

ered cnemy machine gun fire, I cané back to Jenslle and vont out to—

ward Horsin where I saw, from the top of a hill, a smell infantry ST
- battlec between about a compuny of our infantry and cn undeterminable - .

number of encuyy infentry. . I -wént-back to Jemelle and sont Corporal -

Barnette out to the ruilroad track to sce what he could s¢c fron

therc. - He came back and said <hat nothing could. be secn. from ‘therec,.

By this time we could hoar wehicles moving across our front toward -

the west., I asked for voluntecrs to go to the top of the hill -to ob-

serve Bhe cnemy's novement,- - Pfe Barrows and Pvt. Peters went, I tolds

* “them to rcturn with as much information as pOSulblb without engaging

the enciy. Thiey reiurned at cbout ‘1000 and reported secing -a columm,

of about & enemy tanks ., several light armored vehicles. und several

ambulances which they thOUéht were Anericon, They seid that an Amer- o

icen *plene had knocked out two of thb vehiclss, During that time we . . - .

fOHuID NTIML
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..fire.

" he

y told by uﬁBLlﬂlih
¥ and were coriing toward us with i%
to sight, pouscd-for. a scoond and
, another hundred yerés
.They firc
600 =nd 800 yerds,
-on Teob ¢
. tion of whcrc the bunk

. Peters out o reconnoliter.

A few rﬂaa’ow“

LJWMV#&I

“report was as-follows:
-soldiecrs- uxny 01 thum dressed in An
can. uniforns, - “Thelr dlSEUlub wag il
‘boots and oblicr-articles of German
the. villego Wo Were, fired on.
- some shedges, - We 8w thruc Gernans
30 yerds from us «nd opened Tire or
““themi . We were: leaving the village
tly he“ru the shots and was running
town going cros s—eountry we . jumped
ankle thetre (we found later thet hg
returned, to the gun p081t19n° w1th;
at. dbout 1100 .
-at © bout 1300 our . position began b4
by then flonked on-thirer sidus by 1

- S8chutc snd reported. the situction
" Col. Micting culled me ot 1335 and
northwest where J could . £ind’ o strd
people cutb their wires, QlShdﬂth&

Uhut thc Gbrjgns h“d oommuﬂdcurud a 1oconot1va
firora the. north,
t
I oF qsred bf
d'two rounds .of IE and kncckud it out at a rin
Jeter Ve 's
soing. cwey. from uo ov.T thg oré

cur north-

Ceral forwerd: ‘Do.:.mtlonL of - the bncmy ond went. Ilhht into Hursin, Their
- "In . the villlage ‘we saw: Jarge nunbers of enemy

we drosscd @ road to thc proteetion of

The. ongine canme 1n--"
Altbr it had ¢ GOne L
1ru on 1t. )
orf: betwebn

hqn proceuded,.
b C»Vanaugh to opbn

1w threo Gorman soldiers. ';:;¢L
8% of the hlll fron the ﬂlrec—* St
oylng I thbn sent Barrows and.’ =

cugt flank They by-pass cd'sevm“m‘ '

ot 3=

jorican uniformiand -purts of AﬂCTl“- *1
iven eway by tooir black German cfh.g
clothing and ecuipment,” While 'in-

come to-a door .of & “house about R
i them. Burrows hit the three’of
znd Poters shot onc who had cv1acn—~
down the strect, * In leiving the
down & cliff. ond Barrows hbrtr his -
broke a bonc in.his wnkleé). We

>ut fuxthcr 1n01dunt i Tﬂcy rcturnéq

'
.o

{ ~ s
[ .

1 1ook very . CIlthul since Wb Wero:
he eneny- so I called.Col, D. M.4
o hin asking for instructions. Lt. -
'rdercd'mc'no withdrow. o the o, .
onger force., The commitinication .
the e~ ulpmunt and: deCUutbd. Toma-

"EOlutblY thereafter; -1 withdrew my;

Jenclle ond assist ne.

ag goon as p0651b1c. Thisg- was

evacuatod Jericlle,

got then out,

- Bverything oulctgo down for a whilec. -

said to leave the guns in- ~their present. posltlons until furtacr in-

. A% about 2000 thetinight, Capt, Phillips,
‘asked me Lo nake o

get one of the guns. into. position necur the roud on
I went out snd found that our infontry had a

structions could -be given, .
Coppany Comrwnder -of LY. Conpany
to sec i I could
the north &dge of town,
o 57EM aT gun therc
“able. poultlon T would héve had no

ficld of fire, I returned to . Capt,
suid,
At 2130 WE were dlsposcé us
o &%
:_sturteu to

C OIJ ID

We headed %o Rochaforb and” LIrlved thore 'dt approximatoly 1415.
I reported to Mo jor Ball of the 335Lh Iﬂfuﬁtxy, (3d Battalion) who
told me he had just reecived. instructions to scvad.c Lot
He called «hd told his.Colonel that his prbs~l-
enti position prevented immedicte -conpliance but:thet. he would comply
of sourse- then imno 8ible since we ‘hed
Mejor Ball ordered us to pull our puns into the’

town scuare into whet we intended-to-bo tenporary positions, We: nuvcr
We welted Tor & tankiattuck to come but it 4id. not,

gnd to do wny ¢Ffective firing-Trom the only avail~

iIt's best .to stuy wherc you are gnyhow.“
shown on the ch%ch’

ubout 2200 eneny 1ni“ntxy come 1nto the squqro from nortn and
et up & nachlnp guncpposlte us. oo

B Ng Jl JL .

3% guns under -the- cover of infantry i -

platoon to hold

‘Major Ball, upcn my asking hlm, 

L
[
A

TG onnulssgncc

infantry support.and a-very linited’
Phillips with that 1nfor40tlon an

"t
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. gite - stroct

" the M-18'g

I

f the street fromAthe horth,
'did not - eopond “We- lbt then get
. dered the men to.open fire, The.

mand vith all meehine .guns und Rehuik

“Wipel out. & few. mlnutes later ené

Cetreet ©nd we .could hear them tall
" rounds which fire we tried to rét:
,'bhe Gernan, runks was' 1n Engllsh)

N At ubout 2300 hours thfcu M&lS'U
-'ftown und novcd 1nto a ptruct 2s. gl

‘At nbout 0100 a. ﬁtnk.DUlTLﬂ 1nﬁo T
<It was very. dqumhc
“Sgt. vagnuugh'* gun firs
After the sdécond T

-~ first.
- other-Tiring,
~ rpunds in return which nissed the
.- By then Pfc Churlie Russell!s 50
luminating. the turget with: trucer

+his. Parget SOWLWhut better, Riss
rouhds. had beeh” firec by’ thb gun
t“nk wes 81lcnt. T .
One- tra 11 upaab of thlS gun was g8
" other in & hole -in.the street whe

. .0n the fifth round the trhils Mue
"gixth 'round the: recoil arove the

&IE tlne L_out hO or 50 1nfhntryan cume’éown opp051te srkJs ?H :
“Sptes:Covanaugh chullqngcd then, Ty .

9'
1l kept Tiring undll four more -
cr i,

Lt agdlnst the stonc curb und the \
re . we had rémoved a cobble’ dtone.“
t heve jumped out bBocausu. on the,
gun back: into & trée tcnporarlly pﬁ

o E‘IJ ""_ELA'L

wathln.BO yards of.us:and I or~
nfantry wlso. opbnbd fire - on-my coly
111 armss 'The’ cneﬂy were completgly
ny bOldlLTS cane.: down’ Q. ulddcn ..Jaa
cing o and - ilrlng uﬂ ‘occagional fom

Jrn - (somb of Bk; convbrsutlon 1n

<a

and one ?lflu comphny CumL 1nﬁo e
1own on, the ukbtoh, ' : R '
uown comlng across coupury ontoza
h dnd we could’ hurdly ‘soc it at

A round and precipitated cll. the -

bund was fired,” tho.tank fired two*}pa;ﬁ_-

crcw and-hit tha hotel behind theu.}a
l Machine Gun ‘had: openud up, il=: .o F
This: enabled thec gunner to 5¢6. -

LS

AItET th 1ourth round the

el

ting it out of action.- During thi

" in thec . left chouldér by a porter
Lﬁlutcly tock up position with the- 1nfantry flrlng their. £mall arrg ..
In the ricantime, Sgt. -Cavagaush went . to-the alley under fire where .
.weré and l¢d one forward to where it could .fire onf the 3ff”~

* tank. “ha M=-18 fired two- roundu;
strect from which it .came,

the town bechuseit awas dlu&blﬁd

herc was comparatively- little aet1w1ty cxoept. for: occnﬂlonal unlpxﬁ

:'muchlne -gun flrb, mortar flIb, 88

.

- Tee.- Gr. 5 Hunt our ELQlCdl ald man,
-_to‘bllng woundeu men ald..

AT aboutb 0830 unbmy tankp cent uown the &trcut fxom thu north
first two wirc - on opposit¢ sidés of the ¢
t;on wlhe. G they could both fire ‘into the scugrc ‘and at ‘bhe same tine:
—1BT6..
It Boemed to e an Ancrican tank,’
: ercht'ﬂ‘gunL
-gun’was back in. flrlng position butthis tine sinceg the: Sanks - Gane
. fron the north, they shiftcd the trall rapidly and- opcned fire. Sgt.

cover cach -other with cros
.them.zand could barely be.

- bbl’l.,.
: -openad fire with Sgt.

CWright fired, gbout 6 or '8 rounds,-
S tuarning five,:

Gregoirc went dowh and Adid not move any nore,.

_-istruck near us hit the trce over. bgt Wil{ht'ﬂigun crow and the third
Cround at-elmost the-samé % inde’ lunded ‘between - the whecls o the gun -
'.puttlng gun und crcw ‘out: of actlon. ‘The follOW1n5 caguultlbs rebulted

C()N f I

o Tiring Opl. Barnebtc was -Wounded

I:do not-belicvve it was able.to luqve‘,ﬁ

Oftcp tﬂb € MmeTl uufu not of our conpuny.

The first round lended between thb two guns, Pvi,.

hell fragment,. The gun scuad. Arme=

The tank rolled- ‘hack down 'the. gide :

G

Fron that txue uatilt yll&ut

's and hund grenadbd.

nany tlﬂes chL out undcr flre

T.{iw ’
strevt] putting them in. posd -
:Thb third tenk wes e Fittie bethd
e
By tlis tlme Sgu.,Gavanaugh'

In the nmcantime the tanks wore. Tre-

Thb erond LOUﬂﬂ Wh ieh

E N T IixL ?‘
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Nons 7 f_}) {i;"b . YT izht

Spl. Bouvtin
Prc  wdking
e Breedlove
Ple  Komar
'Pvt Moore
3vt loGreth

AL tulo tluc, pfc Brooks l«ft Ghﬁ VlCLnltY of the sun und stqrted
across the strect to Lhu hulftrunk he was wounded with shrapnel Whllc
erossing tho stxuct .

Sgt. Coventugh opcned firc and oh the first round the trall spades o
the gun Toiled to take hold end yphe gun wag Criven backwards by the
recoils, The gun wea reloaded anl imno@labely pushed forward to a
firing position by the crew, Onjthe socond or third round the Tired,
Cpl, Millicun was pinned under the wheel whon the gun s11d beck in
rechil. Wo relecsed him .nd he frnediately touvk his position cgain
although budly dbruised, Bach tifwe the i,tun Mlred we pusihed huck into
position so it could fire again.] :

During the firing Tec. Gr. 5 Padpett und Pre Brooks both carried anr_

murition. Pror: the halftrack zeross the strect to bgt, Wright's gun
while under fire, all during the fire-fight all the nen thot were
‘with the guns hed no protection from cnemy Fire exoept Tfor the shicld
of their guns, ‘ ] -

By now the tonks had come well up on our jun pogition and I wsked
Cupt, ¥ilein whether I should degbroy ny gun, He seid, "No, better

"lecove thom,” One M-18 prep:ired to take the tacks under fire as they

advanced across the scucre, T had my men join the infantry and we
fought with them for the rest of the wetion., We were not cut off
from our vehicles by naclhine gun «nd miper fire, £11 we had with us
were our personal crns end the drmunition we were carrying,

At about 1330 M.jor B.ll ordered us to withdrew, We tricd to get our
vehicles thcn. I went ceross the street to try to get one I mungoed

to get across slthousrh the eneny hud mochine puns covering the cntire
strect from.ooth dircetions. I had told Tec Gr. 5 Fluri to try to
get Lis Jucp -nd he was étunuanb ceross bhe gtrect iron me woiting
for me t0 sirnel him to come seross, I saw scverul men et shot down
‘while trying to cross the strect so I told him not to erosgeg, I finally
got bacl: aeross the strect ugein ot about 1345 wnd gathered up those
of my mwn who were cvailable clong with soume 1nfdﬂtry who were with

ne, Most of us left by foot golng cross country in buhll groups and -

we finclly rcgroupeu in leet France, :

OIS

During the night~ firing,'ths Gerrens used flares to great advantase
by shooting them into the air to give them tgr set vis 1b111ty. We
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light to shoot by.

Durlng the doybinme we noticed thut
tanks The tenks geuned to have
'liuve wih Nold on by & sort of rein
scered to nullify the mejor effeet

-t Gertion sort o

The scercaning liini,
hove grect di

noise¢ witich seemed Ho

The morileof all the men all throug
tion wiong the men scuaed to bo con

Repra:.’.;ccd atthe Dw:gh( D, Eisenhower Preszdent:al L:bral;v

bulicve‘ohgt if we hod ot least had
at the tunks or targets thors by‘bliFiing

L '
gzookcs had little
coutbing of conerete

£ mortur shoil,

'

E Nﬂ?I AL

flarc pistols we could have fircad
the onuy and giving us

cffect on the
which we be-
Corcing mesh wire, This coutb

pf the bamooka sliclls,

rnate o terrific
stupbing ¢ffect on the nen,

h the uetion wos sup.rb. Coopera-
piobely automatie,
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ENEMY
Eneny soldicre killed by individusls & v 4 o o o » o 7
Encriyy soldiere kiiled by our fire conbined

with Infintry Tirce .« o o o v o o b v 4 ¢ o o o o o40 possibly 50
Tt--nksa 1(11001{‘.46.. C)ut s & & & a4 & & 3 * s e 2 e & 8 & @ 1
Tenks possitly knockel oUb v v o o b o v o o o o o « 2
Locowotive . . . . . e v e e s e s R A L 1
QUR :
Men nis ulng in cetion , e 4 ¢ & &+ 4. w8 4 e & o 8 o 1O
WOIlIldbC- ( OSl-}ltknl) . 4 B & 4 . [ ' . 4 ¢« 2 5 @ e ¢ 9 3
WOU.ﬂdb(l (C.'ll‘ty) . . » ') » * -. » * » . .- . ) > 2 v ' E l
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Ul’lanU.I"cC_, L T T T T T S S .ll ’ :

BGUTHLNT TOLT:

Helfir..cks
Ton and o holf truck
Quarterston trucks
Thrce inch guns
One ton tr.iloer
.50 Cal Michine Guns
.30 Cal Mauchine Guns
.Rocker Lounclicrs
610 Rocios
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835TH PARK DESTROYER BATTALION SR
' o ) ' e N g i EAWMN i
o el B s omp e Feofiime, Bedging. VA SBETE

- : 1 Jan 1945, -
SERGEANT CIOUTIER'S REPONP .

BT A TR g R A AT Nk o & ik

T oo AR G R EE T -

. ‘— r . ‘;‘ ik ;h-‘_«-ﬂj:;?’:”f:?""“ foa st L o ; .
~ 7" My squad was at Nasogne, Belgium acting pg_qecggi,@x_ﬁ{g;ﬁgg Radio Station ROGRX since
©24th November 1544, On the ;21at Deconber there Wore reporis ¢f the enemy in our vicinity and

‘we wers erdered to pull back into the waods at {B111 B61 about four miles east of KNasegne, Ve

doparted Nasogne at 1700.and. arrived at E1i11 561 ‘at 1730,

__{7On the 23:rd December.w: were doing usual futies’ Ghl Ia Ports’ Pfc Carledsand I were H
on ‘the sutpest, . ' 3 O F

‘At about 1530 Caries left for the tents, At 1525 T haaﬂ "ggn vahicles, ¥o }.ai“a '6111’%-73?

they get right opposite us. Ome German Jeep had six wen im 1t, ' Behind it was & Cermss Comman}
Car with some men, dehind was s motoreycle, ¥ traveled up the road toward a nearby. savmily
: ' ' A& ke oy ty : ‘ L

Cpl La Porte and I vent back to the atati B and en the way we met Pvt, EBriksen who:tald |
ug to pull in the outpesi., He had received o zil from the Cowpany Commander te drav cwr gute.
pest clese in to our radie tents at 1430 hours) At that time the radie erew called Imxemboury:
seying, "The Germans pamed by at about 300 Yards from ws.,* We went o611 the iz,

; | 0. BAX, i Ve vere gdey.
at 1715 to ge, off the air and come back on in n hemyr Lf all was 0.X.“We:- vere ‘-""fﬁ?—-‘ﬁ?*h&t-.‘i’iﬁ!’-‘

Reise of the wwer wnit would attract attentiam 8o we Kept it of £ all alght '

That Right we sav tve more German Pﬂtfﬂ!-i

On the 24th December, the next day, we vent en the air at 0900. We saw no‘Go.r.'.g'n_,f“ar ‘;

the radio siation that dy. _ - - o : . - :
On the 25th Boconb;r ve Baw some éenana thru fleld glasees at the chatead \H.ch waS -;ﬂ!o:_'qi_':'

500 yards from our positien, S e BT b

On the 26th December st abowt 1515 Pfc Caries saw & German viho was vallking in the epem
field near the radle station., We reported 1t and went off the air, We got the glassee and
saw & large group, abeut 10 er 15 mere. - R SRR S |

¥e had already mads our plans en how te get away. We planned & lsave in four groups of
four men and one of five men, each with an ¥0O in ‘charge, ‘At thatUtime two groups were ordere:
to take off, The readle crews left next Becanse the Germans were preetically et our fremt
leor, We had ihem seen about fifty., We left from the rear of thesmres, Our group aensisted -
of Caries, Kirkland, Muoff and me. There was ns epportunity te destroy equipment, "2

The first twe groups arrived together at Morenville, Belginm 1530 hours 27 December. oL
1944, reporting to the AP Offlcer, 8th Corps, who called the B25th T Bn for transportation,

Our sscond group of men after waling fifteen or twenty minutes met the grouy of radie o

*n vhe Jelned us. Vs arrived at a 1ittle country rallread statiom at about 0330 on the 27tk . |
3f December, V¥e left there at about 1000 hours. We mntimed our walk until about 1930 when -
i8¢ stopped at a farm house tp make inquiry ef our position, We found we were in friendly
territery, That night we stayed ina Rearby hetel where we were giver food and bed te sleeyp’
iR, We stayed until 1400 hours 28 Dec /44 and were given 3 ride Wy seme Britigh to & near by
P - § Y bb T ' ' : ' ; st T e e
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»o nt varo ere vere fome hcricans vhe tuk us en to Ce
sturnad ‘te: Iaxendenrge :
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Opl Hirsch, Gpl La Porte ; Jarrell
Pvt, Lespheart . Pvt, Ylyan Carte
Xirclent

,

Pfe. Briksen Pfe. Rusff
Coempiag Al muehy e
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Adjutant, ..

. op b,

EVEEL

jf ‘_J-"

1 !"!?I LL 3 BN




	825th TD Bn, Activity Report, Dec 44-1
	825th TD Bn, Co B Oral Rpt, Lt Decker, Dec 26, 1944
	825th TD Bn, Co B, Personal Account, Sgt. Cloutier-Jan 1, 1945

