
-.~. 

H ADqUART~~RD 893D TANK DB$T}tGYER BA'l'TALI[IJ( 
. APO 230, U.S. ~ 

2 lla7 1945 

SUBJ~·,ar S 	 Act ion against the En~, Reports 
~:rtcr/;\:rte-r Ao1;i.on Heporta. 

'Ie : 	 AdJutAIlt (}tUlfU'al, ~aab1ngtOJl, D.O. 
(ThroUgh Challnel.). 

mER '-CTI~)N ~ORT 

1. !11M 88M Tank Deatro)er Battalion waa oper!lt1onal tram 1 
ArrU to 30 .....,rU 1DolUlllv~. Th4t.3a\.tal1on "lRS flBSi:.-,;:,\sd to t.r.e Fit' 
at U. $. Arm:;- dur Lng the entire month. Pro.'. APril to 2 Ai-.... r11 ineal
aive, Lh~ ilattalion was dt~aoh~ tv the VII U.S.OO~.. Prom 3 APril 
tv 19 APril lnclusl.e tht btlttalion vas !lttaci:eu \;0 t.ho XVIII U. s. 
C01'\.'S (Airb.:)rne). During tho entire DIOnth the 893d T.D. Battd10n 
was 1"urther attached to the 78th In!' Division. 

AS the l!IOnth op.ed, Co A waa attaclled to the ~9tb lilt' 
Hogt., CO 13 attachod t.o t.ha 3h·th In1' R~,-. t n~d GO C nttuohtJd to 
th6 ~1 th Inl' nee t. Thesa sttacr.menta rema.ined in • .rrect f!'UII. 
april to 17 A!>rU 1Doluaiv.. Fr~1!I 2J .Wr !2. tCl ~ A;>rU incluaive 
CO A ar.d C Wt re again a'Gtacheci tc ~e 3C9th £d :511 t1: IDt' Regt. re
a?80tivol~. Co B was again att.cohed to the 3l0th In1' Regt t'rom 23 
APril to ~ AprU lDal.usive. The ploDesr rlqtonn of Reoomlaissanoe 
Company waa attached to the 303rd ~1n86r (C) Bn. !'roll 7 APril to 
17 .,prU 1nclua1ve. The lat. 2nd and 3rd Reoorralas&noe platoons. 
were attached to CO'. A, B, and C rcsp_tlvely ~TOr: 1- APrU to 17 
APrU lnolual••• 

2. a. 00JIpaD7 B had one platoon in illd1arect ~ ire action da&z-
1ng ~e 1IWDth. 

b. ~otcl Dumber of concentrstlona rlrod was 6'. 
i'. 'rot al Dl11aber o~ rounds 1"1r~d \la.l 284 'it~. 
~. Type o~ .1asion. :t"1rod.:-

Re&lstra~io~ - 4 conoentr~tlons 
Bar.ra.~lng fire - a cOnc.Dtra'lons 
COUDterb_tt~- tir. - 38 OODO.mtra'ion~ 

e. R••ults ot iDd1rect tire: All. firing \UX)ba6rYe4.-
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s. !'he 1'ir.t ot APrU 1'oUDll CO'... B, ~d a 111 cl.;t'aoalTe po.. 
1tion vD the auuth ot the se1& K1ver tint; .a.1.t1n& the 78th lllt' 11.. 
iaion in holdins Ulat line .",a the rema1.ndel- ot the VII U.s.COJID.ar-.AS 
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attacked north. nst to meet the Ninth U.S. 1\n:1'J' sn, close the f"uhr 
pooket. 

On 6 AJJr1l the 78th DIvisIon 11I1d attached units ~,ttacked 
TIorthward acros:J the sel~ Riv;r under tLe XVII::- Airborne U.;:;. Cor;~. 
tOll~l·<.:S obje~tlve8 in }~ssen. rihe 8th In!' Division itttacked on the 
rl~ht :flank anf! the 97th Ini' Division attucked on the left flank. 
Reaistance nr0vcd m...'ders.te i\l~~: t~"s ~l~tack progressed rapiCly. F•• 
mines were 8nevuntered. The main obstacle., besides the l1&htlJ' 
ma.:mad ~'LI·ong·ointa, were the abatis and blown out brIdge. which the 
enemy had lc:ft'~n the main road. to delay our adVance. AS lIOon as 
the Division w'- s fierosa in rorce, the attack went along quite rapilly. 
Ener~:-' res latance in the Ruhr pocket colIapaed and the only de.fense 
met was :from st:1all groups nrganized ..trc·und ke~I.air. reB.tures. All 
troo, 'S 01' the XVln COrps pWlhed towards the Ri'Yer and on 15 
APrU tbe 8th nlv1alon linked Up ... itb thEe 9th U.S. Ann:. CO's A, 
S, ar.d C t'lC'\"'ed into £1 ber!'d.c. 8rd .u~: er'l·,l •. n Ie A: ·1'11 with the 
lead'r:e eler.1ent~ '21' In!'antry rldine; on the TunLa and Tank !)eatrcy£ra. 
The towns were cleared againat l1c.ht resistal1Ce w.d the :~lvls10n 
halted a. the 8th In! Di'Yision atta~u.d Wftst.;;.'ard acroS::' our front. 
A record number oJ: "·rltti.'ners were tsj;en dur~nt3 this ~ttack t~:r~~ut;h 
the pookat. 

on 2) AprU the 1=Jnttallon occu:' ted areas in ~ennnrod, Pro
hnhaU8e-'I'l, ~"r~kenbcI'C ';nJ Mandern wit~ .n th~ 78th ::>1v lsL n sector 
and wer. given 2issic.'ns or pF.trvll1nt; and protecting Army SUT;~l~ 
~)ut.. and aMmunition dump•• 

Dttrir...<..:; the !'':ontp. tht follo\"L."1b vehicles Warb lost or d~ 
agtN due t. f'D6r-'y action. 

2 - 11-10 'lade Destroyera (burned as a resUlt ::;1' eneaq 
direct rire) 

1 - 1f-9: ,ArIROred Cl'.r (b\..rn(;d a& a result or str&1'ing 
by ~d8Dtirled p-~7) 

Ifhe to!lovriIlt::.. are casualtIes :~mong our perduru,el tor t .e 
CIODth: 

10 - LlSPt1y wounded in actIon 
2 - s.rloual~ injur-. d ,in action 
2 - serlcualy wounded in action 
3 - Missing in action 
2 - KUled in ';otion ~ 

JJQriJ:lg the entire IIlOnth, a t6tal. o£ (378 rounds vl~ HE, 84 
roUDd. 4' AltO "VL·.~"'UDda 01' BYAP iJere 1'iNC! in 41reot t~re. Th. 
Nault. 01' the tire are a. tollo..~ 

1BeO - prillOnera oaptured 
G8 - E'DeII\f kUle4 

82 - D • .., atronspo1nta neutralIzed 
• 	 16 - Gelaeral p1tl'poae yehlcl•• d••troyed 

1 - Ilk n taDk o8'Dturecl • 
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" - Mk V tanks destruyec1
5 - Ilk rr.; tanka den ·~ro~,. 'Jd 
1 - Ilk III tank de.troyed 
9 - SF guns destroyed 
2 - SP guns c8vtured 
2 - Jagdpanthera (T a..~ Destroyers) knocked out 
2 - 380 : l~ SP guns (R(Jcl~et) destroyed 

11 - AT gurJb (to\iCJ) destr"Oye<1 
1 - ArtIlO.L'od ct..r utJs\;royed 
5 - Half tracku (l'o.l.'uo11l1el cAZl'iera) dt1stroyed 

l() - AA KUlla ',esti'J;}, t~d 
15 - Field artillery pieces dustroyod 

4 - Motoroyoles destroyed 

l"'or t.t!l~ Batt.alion ·Contrlnnd.or: 
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