
Panther vs Panzer 
.:\IA.WR GILUERT A. ELLMAN!':, Field A rtillc/'!J 

\"OTI".J~: 1'hr ('omlmt nf'f;tlJ/lot (1{'Rcdbed 
h,d'iH (In' )lllt )lC('tl~~(/I'iJ!f ill ul'('(»)'dun('(' 

wi/h the lull'st trt/d, df!)dro!lc" dod/'illr, 

11111 rrslIlf"d {mill fhe ,'.rir/,·!u'ic!'l of t!l,' 
XII' til A;I ;('(11/ .<;it,rnti(/It. Sill/'r t/H't1, 

JlIII,I!! trnl!, d('MI"II!Jcl" (",rtITliolls h,It,/, lIe"I' 

('11"ili/lcd lI'itit 11'('(1111111:-: hlll'('int'(llln (jr ­

r,llllwd illr (I('('IlIil/lliRhIJI"1I1 "t '"I'il' /11 i­

/1/1/1'!1 "IIIIi'flUII/Clit in (/f'c'IIt'dr/IIt", wi'" 
til' i,. dod' i"c, with ~"C"'('~l'Inl tlto! hal'" 
tllIl}lly imdifif'tl tllei, ~"t'iM"I!(,(' (IS II tITdi­
rill illu'('.-T /I /-: A (OT /lON. 

T HE "l'ry of thl' FHlJlth('r" in thl' jund(' 
ba:-; at Ia~t bl'l'n duplit'ah'd in the> "l'I'Y 

of lIlt.' palltht'I'" on tl1(' mod('! n battIl'lll'ld, 
Spllholk'ally l'lllbod~'ing ill thl'ir hn~ic tactic: ­
tilt' :-tal1dnc' tl,t:hlliqul' of th{'ir l'ountl,'l'l>art, 
"th(· blat'k \lanth('r." th(' tllnk <ll':.;tro:\"(-)":-; have 

fUI tlwl' impl'ovl.'d in ~l'lII<IIlg' out thl'il pn'y, 
thl' t'lwmy al'mOI'; and, lying in wait for him, 

~	 by U:-l' of :.;1.1 ,'})}'iH' and nJa~sPII ti I'l'.~n\'l' bl'l'1l 
l'xtn'Ill(.'ly :-\u('c(\~~ful 111 the al'comvli~hllll'nt 

of t h(,j I' mi~:-'\l)n. 

III tht> tin,t l11ol1th:-. of tlw North ,\ fl'iL'an 
('alllpai~ll, thl' nl'l'd fill' antitank \\'papQn:-. 
\\'a~ ~o g'l'l'Ht and the u\'ai1abl(' tank dl'"troy­
(.'\":'\ :--0 fl'w that th(' tank dl'~tr(l~'l'l'~ \\'('1'(' 
pan'plIl'd out to various units by platolln~ and 
eOlllpanil's, .At uo tin1l' dllrin~ thl'~l' t.'l!l'ly 

mOllths was a tank rll'~t 1'1l~'l'1' hattalion pm­

f·	 ploy(I<I as such; howl'vl'r. C'lllployl'c! 011 a pil'(,('· 
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meal hash;, they wen' rallt'cl Uplll1 to [wl'form 
man:> missions for which thl'~; \\'('1'(' Iwithl'r 
Iksic:rH'd no)' \\'(,11 sUlt(.'d, sueh as uns\lpport­
l'd I'('al' g'uUl'd actions, dh'pet a~sault :lg-ainsl 
fortifi('d town~. and as ~'(m('l'al as:-;ault artil ­
IpI"Y. I)(l~l)itl} thp rl)sultinu l()~s of CO)1(:en· 

tratl'" tin' pOWI'l", tank dl'~troYl'I' unit~ func­
tionl'd suc<:l'~sfully. fulfillin~ many roles asid(' 
from those primal"~' and ~l'l'ondaI'Y mis~ions 

srt forth in Training- Circular ~R (Employ­
nWllt of Tank Destroyer Units, WD. ~4 June 

!0-1:0. 
Company "B." 701st Tn Battalion. Hnde'r 

tht' writer's command. was the fil'~t TD unit 
to ~l'(' action against the C'ne>my in Tunisia, 

making-' initinl l'Ont,H:t 011 ~~ Novt'mbl'l" )94~ 

und l'Ontin\lingo in action thl'Ou~h()l1t the cam­
paign. The compan~', with a n'l'lltlllai:-;:-;unce 
platoon Httaehl'li, funetl11nt'd almost t·ntil'C.~ly 

a~ a l'wpal'at(· ullit. at tiull'o.; ('\'PIl br>ing' hrolwn 
clown into H'pa nltl' platoon:-, 

Thl' al'tinn of this tank dl'~tl'\l~'('r t'Ol\11HlIlY 

at (~afsa and Sbt'itIa cUt' ('it('d hpJ'(' as t'X­
aJllpIl'~ of l'Ut'l'l.'ssfuJ thouC'h un{)l'thod{)~ L'I11­

Jll{)~'nll'nt. a :--Ut:t'('~S whit'h was dm' to thp 
combination of a~'gT('s:-;iv(' h'ul!l'l'ship a III I 
ill1tiatlvl' on tht> part of platoon, l'IlIllIHaI1l1('I'S, 

I' 1,01 R~ I. 

.('I.'TII.\I '1'1 'I -1\, 

and to ('IIl'I1l~' ('I')'Ol'". \\'1 1 attal'1\l'd without 
infantry support, whit'h, again:--t an all'1 t 
l'nCl1ly, (:nuld havl' ll'd to disa:-itl'l'; but WI' 

cannot l'Xlwd to :"U1'pr;:-:(' thl' ('Ill'my as oft<:n 
as wa:.. don\.' at Siwitla, Whl'I'P OUI' bol<1nl':-;~ 

\\!a~ match(·cJ nnb' h~' th(' l'nl'm~"~ utttlJ' dis­
I'<'g'urcl fUI' th(& remllll':-tt pn·tplhP of loeal 
Sl'CU rity, 

So, l('st w(' fOI'l!:(,t tht· party bapti:--m of tll-t· 
ancI tht, trials and l'n ()I·~. thi:-. ul,tielc will 

l 
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22	 MILITARY REVIEW 

endeavor to g-ive the l'l'(lck'l' a little in::;iA"ht time to leuve on the tl'il> to Gafsa. forty-seven 
into the ~at'ly fig'htin~ by the l~nk de~tl'OY~'l'~ milt's nway, 
in Tunisia. The.' ab~()lutc absence of any information on 

After ~rHv('1ing' ove"lalHI fill' six day~ the the ell(!my {ot'ces made it wise to keep the 
compan~: :reuchecl the' littlc.:' town of Fl"'ianH light plntoon (:n-mm SP) in t~(' reai' of the 
(Figure l) at .about 02:W on the mornin~!.' of column bl'cause of their vulnerability to· 
22 NovcrhhC'l' lH42. only to bp told by the small-Ul'llH:; fin'. ancI thus with the two pIa. 
HTutlhdun Ta:-k Fun"l' Command" tht'l'P that tOllm~ uf <lestl;oyC'rs (75-mm M3 half-tracks), 
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it was to bv pn'pu H'd ill atU.ld,: thl' l'nt'llIy­

held town of Gaf:-;a at daybreak. I P [initial 
point] time was o:mo. Supp0l't.in~ troopl'; 
totaled two Ulltiql1utt'd I·'l'pnch nrnwl'l'{l 1'l' ­

,cQnt1ai!4~ance eal'f; and two P-:IH'H which WCI'l' 
to strafe the town ju~t before oUl' attack. 
Thh;, in l'ctl'()Spl·et, could have lK'(.'n !1iurh like 
a small boy :-;til'l'int-r up n hephlvc with a stitk 
just prioi' to attempting- to capture the quC'en 
bee barehandcll. Hn\\'llver. aftel' 'J"(·rpl:'ling­
and making' ready rOl' the tr'ip into anil 
~gainst the unknown, everyone Rlcpt until' 

'I 
lISc.:'1! a~ us~ault g'uns, tht' attuek on Gaf~a ~ 
was bl'l!:un (Fig-ul'e 2). ;, 

Tn the l'el'onnnis~ance platoon was givrn ': 
the miR:'lion of lll"occeding- cliredly to\val'd the, 
town but uff the road until the fin;t hostile 
l'le11lenL" were encountered. Then, in order to 
avoill any cllt>my planned defensive fires, it 
was decided that only by a wide flanking 
mOVell1l.'l1t by one platoon and a dispersed 
frontal attack by the other 75-mm platoon 
(A and B in Fig'Ul'c 2) could hope for success 
be possible. The reconnaissance platoon reo 
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ported first contact with the enemy and the with about 300 Arabs who had "been arm"ed 
agreed-upon plan of attack was immediately . by the Germans. 
put into execution. Meanwhile the recon­ All-around defense was immediately estab­
nais'\ance platoon divided into sections, one Hsh~u (X's in Fig-ure .2) and the success" of 
going' out to either flank to warn u~ of any mission No. I, though unorthodox, became nn 

~ flanldng attacks by the enemy. The French a('compli~hed fuet.
 
a al'mol'ed cars were lost to the attackers early, That sanu.' afternoon word ·was received
 
~ 
~ b~' running into a mine field (E in Fig-u rc 2) thl'ough the Fl'el1l'h warning- ~y~tem that an 
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on the main road, une of thern l():-;in~ all four 
! ,vhl\els. 

After effectively eliminating' the Gernub 
snipers in the outlying bui1llil1g-:-; (C ancI n 

I , in Figure 2). usin~ 75-mm hig'h ('xplo~i\,(l, 

one pl~toon (A in Figure 2) muciC' a flank­
1	 inp: attack on the town whil£' th£' otht·!' pIa­
~	 toon (B in Fig-Ul'e 2), plus the ('ommand 

g-l'OUP, entered the! town, anti with thl'. volun­
teercd aid of a young- Freneh civilian, dNll1pd 
out the remaining G~rmatl snipers to~l'thcr 

l'nl'my tank column was uppro<tl'hinc; Gafsa 
from (;al.ll':', thl' ~'1H'1lI'y ~trlltlg-hold in the 
soulh('(l:'-t, with th~' l'\'idt'nt intention of I'e­
taking' Gaf:-.a (Fig'u r~' 1). ne~pitl' the f~ct 

thnt .('\'t'l'~·Ol1l' llPl'<!('d 0.::0111C', sh'pp' nnd l'(l~t, it 
wa"-- decidpd that thC' tl'lTain aruund Gafsa 
atTonll'd litth"' ollpol't\lnit~, for a succes!'ful 
hattlC' ~Hmill~t ttlllko..;. ~n at t 4:W the ('ompan~.. 
mover! out in the following- march order­
h'C()l1nai~~<1l\l'l' platoon. ul1(' 'in-mm SP pla­
toon, l'ol1lmand t.:'I'UUp, the sl'contI 75-mm SP 
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'platoon. atHl follo\\'P.<! b~' thl' :n-l1l111 SP pla­
toon, This fOl'mation Wu:-; to PI'OV(I Vl'l'y ('1'. 
ft'c:tivl: in this and Intl'l' battleR l"inct' it af­
fOl'tll'd initial fire PO\\'t'l' to ~llPlltll't thp l'l'enn­
IiHi:i~anl'l' tll.Htllllll and at the ~alHl' timl' the 
lead g-un platonn nil-\'.) r-;el'vcd a~ a "a~c of 
ftn', JlL'I'I11itting' thl' advanta~l'uus lise Ilf thl' 
Sl'l'lIlld ~'llll platooll fill' II flanking' lnIlV{'IlH'llt 

01' aJlY nthl'l' :IJlPl'ur)l'iatl' mam'IlVl'I', 

Thl' unit appl'oadH'd 1':1 (;lll'ttur ill an at­
lllo:-phl'I'L' lJr l'olllph-tt' M·rt'llity, wanting' til 
piel\ g'lltld fit'illg pm,itillllS alld thl'lI. h~' 'sur­
pl'i~L' alltl Illn:-;";l'41 Ii n', m:hit'vl' a quit:k vit,tlll'Y, 

Thl' main budy or tht' {'lll1qHtny was just 
t'ntl'l'ing El <iUl'ttul' (Flg'UI'l' :{) untl thl' 
1.J -tOilS IIf till' 1'('l'lll1llab:-.alll'l' platllllH Wl'n' 
t()Ppill~' u I'iSl' just l'a~l til' 111\\'11 Whl'll l"\l'inJ.!: 
tht'Jll o\'l'l' thl' tllP Ilr :1 "'('l'lllld I'i"l' \\'l'I'l' thl' 
l'lWIIlY lank", 

SUl"prb(' at :--lIdl an alllllJ)t 111l't-till!2: did 
nut ~toJl till' n'l'ollll Hh:-;tnl't' f 10m 1't.')llll't1lll': 

. l ht, tan){:-.' po:.dtioll alld nlngl', l'Vl'n though 
o nt' jt'l'P dl'jVl'!' ~Jlilll'd hi..; P<l~:~I'lH!'l'I':-: and 
llVl'tturnt'd hi:-. jl'I'P ill hi:-. hurry to ~l't :-;onll' 
solid At'l'il"<ln dirt hd\\I'I'll tum and tht'l\Iur,.r.h' 
of tilt' IL'ad tallk, Thl' man lII:ln;ll!:t'd to g'l't 
b;ll'k :-arl'l~'. 

Tht' fiJ,!,'hl \\'.1:-; ClIl, Ha:·wd oil UIl' l'I.'connai:-.~ 

ScHlCl' l't·pllrt~. the ('Oll1p<lny l'omlHandl'l' :-l'nt 

ulW platoon (A In Fig'lIll,:n to lhl' ll'ft of 

thl' road and al'l'OmpHl1Jl'r! tilt' IIthl'!' (B ill 

Fi~un' :~) to thl' I'IJ,I.'ht. Thl' !l'f't platoun g'ot 
four tanJ,,, imllll'diall'ly whilL' thl' rhrht l)!a­
loon :-.t'OU I't'd t hI' oa~i:-. [01 a n~' 11IO)'t;,- t hat 
lIlig-ht hI' hiddL'n tht.·Il', i\lo\'lIlC' to thl' ('dc"l' «' 
in Figu rl' :\), thl'Y altal'lH'II ..;ix tanJ..:~ that 
tl'i('d to :;\\,1l1g :-,ollth; 1I0nl' \\"a:-: knol'kl'd out, 
but all Wt'!"l' Iatl'l' pil-ked up, oul of ful'1 alii I 
damag'('d, a :-;horl dislalll'l' on thl' wa~; hal'k 
to (;abl's, 

Uu I'illg all thi~ action thl' :17 -mill SI' pla­
toon had bl'L'U kept in l'l.':";l'l'\'l' and wa~ Rent 
out around the :-oalt lakl' :"-outh IIf the (Hl~i:-. 

. (D in FIg'IIn' :~) to !lI'I'Vl'nt thl' {'ompany from 
bl'ing- outHanl,etl and abo to'ad ~\S real' ~'uanl. 

At 1700 thl' <:l)m})~UlY was rl'fl)l'llwd and 
Wl')1t baek to Gaf:-;a, 

In thi:-; last hattll" Hg'aill Wl'rp violatl·d tlw 
mo~t i'l'cent d()l'tl'inl..'~ of tank dl'stl'OYl'l' ("111­

llloyllll'nt, nUllwly- ,to g'o out anrl'spl'k ht1!"tilt' 

tankl'i, Howevl'l', hel'e it was ncceRsal'y to 
Ull'l't a ell-finite situation and it wa~ nel'e~!-;al'J' 

to pick out fnvombll' gTOun<1. TD's. to aflSlll'e 

thl'il' SUC(;('s~, nm:'>t of llpt't"ssity have time to a 
splt·et and Ol'l'UPY po~itions I'avol'ubll' tll t.hl'm ~ 

- ~ 

in udvullct.' of the alTival of the ('neillY, . ~ 

Returning' to Gafsa at about dusk with :' 
anticipation of llluch-Ill'edt'd s1t'l'p, the \\'Titer ~ 

wa~ met with thl.' nl'w:-> that thl' Gl'l'mans had 1 
eaptul'l'cl Sheij,lll (Fig-m'e 1) abuut 120 milt't ~ 

til thl' north, and along with it Iarg'l' quanti- • 
f 

tit':.; of FI'l'nch equipnwnt. Whih' the com- ': 
pan~··:-. Ilewly found imp()I'tancl' to thl' capture 5 
of TUlli~iu wa~ gTl,.Hly appn'eiatl'd wht'n the?'{ 
Fl'l'nl'h a~kl'll thL' Tn':.; to p;o up thel'\.' allll do i~ 

son1l'lhing about it, it was feIt, too, that th(' :i 
'I 

llH'n h'-llI all'l"_llly )Ht:\~l'd the )loint of human .~ 

eapubilitil's to g'o without HIl'l'P, Ho\\'1.·Vl.')', it: 
was known thl'l'l' was nil olll' l·l~l' ttl cull upon. ~ 

and with Sbeitla in l'nttmy hand~ (;af"a 
wlluld havl' Ill'l'n untl'nabh" a~ wu:-: latL'!' bornQ 
out by thl' l.'\'ul'uatioJ1 of Gaf:-;'a in February 
whl'n It ht.'l'ame im))Ossihll' to hold SbeiUa 
<lg-ain:--t <o;upl.'riOI' Gl'nnan p:mZl'I' l'1l'ment~, 

Thp ;n~nHn SP platoon wa:-: left behind to 
hplp hold (;nf~;t in suppurt of olle infantl'~' 

l'ompany, part of thl' IHt Division, while the 
rt'maindel' of "R" company slal'tl'd hack fm 
Fl'J'lana at about ~~~w that nig-ht anti spt.'llt' 
t he few remaining hou 1':-: beron' dawn p) po 

p:u'ing' fo}' thl.' IWXt mi~si()n ancl g'l'tlinl!: two 
hOlll':"-' ~11..'l'Jl, 

J)awn on the 2:~d saw thl' company lleg-innillJ! 
it:, :-l'vl'nty-six milt· mu\'(:h thi'ough Ka:-:sl') inl' 
to Sbl'itla, u~ing thl' S.lml' fonmltioll as )In'· 
\'iou:-:ly, Thb bl'l'unH' I01o\\'n as Plan A. How" 
<'\'l'I', bl'l'au:-<l.' of lack of fUl'thl'l' l'nl'my info!'­
mation othl'1' than that he had rOl11e as far. 
a:-. Ka:-;:-'l.'I'inl'. and l'xperting' tn n1l'<.'t 'him com- ,i 

ing' toward Tht'll'pte, tht, l'ompany tI'HVl'll'<1 in j 

stag'~'l·l'l·d formation on th(' I'oall :-;0 that caeh 
g"un wnuld have a fidel of' til'p til thl' front.: 
The l't'ccmnai~~Hnrt' platoon had bl'l'n givl<n 

orders tu do a partl~ulady thorough job, 
Hl'CaU1i(, of the :-;illliIal'ity bt,tw(,'cn thi5·~ 

lllul'ch unll the sUI'iu'i:-.e !Heeting encountel'ed .~. 

at El Gut·ttUI', one 75-mm SP was placed up; 
front in th(' colunm jU:-it behind the l'e('on· 
nail"l'unc(' so that if they \\'('}'e ~urj)ri~ed again 
thp TD could np('n the imme<liately, It 



25 I'A NTl-n:R V~ l'A :-I 7. 1m 

tl'H\'I\lNl wlth one ~hcn in tht· chamht;'\, r~ady 

to [II'£'. 

It waR It'aI'lwd, upon Hrl'ival at KasRC'I·ilw. 
that tht, ('nC'm~' haci bpl'!l thC')'C' out h'HI }rOIl{' 

bal k in the dirt'etlon of Sb~itla, l'O il \\'u~ nnw 
ct'r1ain that contact would b<.' made be>twl'l'n 
thl' two town};. Cautiously now th(' unit PI'O­

~howcd thl' ro~\(i al"> ('nh'ring- Sbl'itla fronl the 
~nuthwl'!'\t, all \\'(,'1'(' Hl!al11 f;uq1risl'd ,""hen, a'p­
pl'o(1chingo [l'om ~ the' nClt·thw(·~l and topping­
H l'iSt" the l'l'Connaiss'tlll.'l' su \\' tht, town lying

I 

nut bl'fol'l' th(l\U '{Fi~Ul'll 4), Howl'vl'1', 1)1) con­
tact \\'a~ made by th<.' l'l'~()nnab~anet· until the 
ouL",ki I't~ of Sbdtla \\'l'I'(' l'l,(tl'hC'd, lat('1' (lX­

HAOJE.8 
EL AIOUN , 

89" 
FI';I ItF ·1 

~1lF.ITI..\. 

Cl'l'dL'd 011 ib way and about livl' mill'S nut 
pJll'ountL'l'l'rl a stone roud hloc!< appl'Opriatl'ly 
\\'('11 placed In a <ll,til(', Anything \\'a~ <.'xprctt'd 
to happen at thiS point, but for ~OIllC U11known 
l'C'ason it was neithcr bnoby-trapPNi nOl' dl'­
fl'nded, A little pinl1l.'el' wOl·k soon cl~al'l'rl a 
j)a~sag'e and the company advaneed. 

A t this pomt a light, cold rain developed 
and further strained the all'('ad~' taut nel've~ 

of the> mcn who WCI'(, eagel' anrl all'I't tl'ying 

to catch sight of the <.'nc'my hl'fol'l' hI' ~a\\' 

t hrm. The odometers ~how('d that t h(' eom­
pan.y was almost there, 
. Due to the inaccuracy of the m:ap~ which 

plailll'd b~' thl' fad that, it hl'l1l~ Hoon. thp 
l'nl'my was l'attne', 

Tht' l'c('()nna):-::-all~l' haht·d and IIhhl')'VI'd 

thl' l'cl!.:(' of town hl1~ :--H\\' Ilothing", th('n 111ov('d 

ahead and hall ('O\'('I'L'd ahutlt half thl' dis­
tane£' to th(' town 1)J'ol!WI' \\hl'" l'\'t'ryt hing' 
bl'o],c Ino:-i('. 

An enellly tank!'I' saw thp jP('PS about the 
smn(' time the t·l'('onnai:.; ....ancl,.· :--pl1Hl'd the 
tank::: \\:('\1 hidd('!1 111 an on'hard and all fac­
ing- thelll, Thl' lankl'l' l!,'an' thl' a!<fl'll1 and 
rac-eel fo)' hi~ tank a..., thl' kad j'('l'llnnais:-;,an('e 
j('ep warn<,'d thea company. 

A hot ti~ht folluwl'tl with thl' L·tH.·illY 011('11­
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ing Up with machine guns und 47-mm tank 
guns, and the lead destl'uYN' firing over the 
disper~ed jeeps as tht' conunandin~; officct' of 
the l'eeonnaissance platoon mal'kt..·d ta}'~('ts 

with tracer .50 caliber, Thl' j(>cps also oponml 
up with their .50 culib(\1' machine h~ms to 
keep the tanks buttone<l1.1Jl. 

As soon a~ th~ (.·nl·my 1l(l~itiCln was dQfinitc­
ly Qstabli~h(>d, one platoon \\"~l~ R(mt to the 
left of the roatl (B in J-'ij!U1"1.' -l) from Whl'rl' 

it opened fi l"C 011 the tcmks, The l'l'connai:o;~ 
sance platoon wn:-. ~plit_ tHll! !"o('clion ~lJjn~ to 
the left to hell} lll'ot<'ct t h'll platolm from 
enemy inf~\lltry, whitt· tht' othcr ~cetil)11 took 
up position with tht' other TD pIntoon bl'hinrl 
a hill mask (A in Fi~Ul·t· 4). l"rnm hcrt', thi~ 

platoon took up the:' lin' ti~ht. thus t'nnbling 
the platoon on thc k·ft to flank wiele to the 
left unoh~el'vt'd, wh(,l'l' it toIlk up a pn~ition 

nenr an old Rcmmn at'l'h (C in ["igul'e 4). 
~ \Vith the l)lutmm in lht..,:-;(' p/)~itiun:-;. U t'l'fll{:-, 

fire wu~ f01'luecl, and nn maUl'I' hO\\· the tank~ 

moved they Int't the timk cl('~tl'\)~'{;L'l'>' fir(', The 
rle8troyel'~ knl}l'kl'd out dl'V\.'U ('n('my tanl~::. 

and had one of thl'il' dl'~tl'IlYl'r~ hit, immobil­
izin~ it, It was onl~T by this unll1l'ky hit that 
several lruek~ and thl'l!l' tanks sl1ecl:'(',lt·cl in 
e~capin~ oul nf tnwn th(' h:lt'k wa~·, 

The destroyers were ordered to close in 
c~\Utiousl~' nnd to pour it on, and in this way, 
by firinJ,t heavily with high explosive and 
()vel'J'unnin~' machine ~uns at sevel'n.lstre~t 
COl'nl.:l'l3. the company entered town. 

The booty conl'isted of nearly a hundr-<:'d 
prisoners, who wel'e rounded up. searched, 
and ~ent to the rear, as well as quantities of 
l'quipllll'nt and supplies, including much cap­
tured Fr<.'nch equipment. 

Somc paralmopel's finally assisted in mop­
ping- up, and after the French sent in an 
infuntl'Y ('ompany and an artillery battery to 
take oV~!', the compan~' turned the town over 
to them. 

A cheek of the tank dCl'troyer company's 
eonllition turnec1 up these facts.: that in four 
d:l:v~ s.ince k-avin~ Constantine it had been in 
thrct' actions, winnin~ them all; taken over 
rOU1' hundred priRonel's and much enemy ma­
tl'J'iul; lmol'kQd out fifteen tanks; and trav­
{·It·1I flOme four hundl'ed miles. The only cas­
ualti('s \"·Cl'C one man wounded and two ve­
hidl'S ~liJ!htly damaged. And nQW it was ~oing 

hal'k to Kaf'::'-l'rine for its first real sleep in 
foUl' rlny~, 


