TANK DESTROVER NEWSLETTER

OFFICIAL FUBLICATION OF THE TANK DESTROYER ASSOCIATION,
POST OFFICE BOX DG, TIBURON, CALIFORNIA 94920
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JANUARY 1983 - Welcome to Letter
5, the first we have been able
to publish since June of '82. A
gpeclal welcome to the 2000 plus
nhames added to our Natlonal TpD

Rogter since last summer!

Hhen you turn to Page 3 you
will see our latest fund-ralsing
project. When you consider a set
of these spaclal prints for your
own use, conslder also that a set
of these presented to your local
art gallery or library will be a
nice gift from one of the famous
local boys! And when you do 1t,
make sure the lecal bress 1s at
hand with & photographer.

The Tank Destroyer Assoclation
i & tax-exempt corporatlion and
13 registered with the state and
federal government. It operates
from a hoge/offlice and a P.0O.Box
in the San Franclsco area.

The assoclatioen was formed by
& group of TD Veterans interested
in getting proper recognition for
the role of the TDts during WwIJ,
To enlist the help of other TDtsg
they began a search and bullt up
a Natlonel TD Roster. This then
became the malling 1ist for the
TDA Newsletter,

In order to get attention on a
national level 1t was decided to
set visible goals. Thus, the lst
ever National TD Reunlon was held
at Ft. Hood. Ground was broken
for a red granite TD War Memorial.
Plans were made to establish a TD
Museum & ILibrary. And we started
to gether materlal for a History!

TDA offlcers operate without &
salary or expense accounts. No
dues are collected, nor sre any
Private or government funds used
ror our activity. All we asck 1is
-..send in your name, address ang
TD unlt and we'll see that you
get the TDA Newsletter... Please
Include a tax-deductibie check to
help us cover expenses.. . angd ir
You have & little time to spare
et us know which project seems
nost Interesting! We need help!
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SOT THAT NEW "BY CATENDAR FTLIFD
UP_YET? HE'RE SOXE GOOD DATES] !

October 20-22, Ft. HBood, TX.
Ind Annual Natlonal TD Reunlion.
lope to dedicate ocur brand new
D War Memorialt!

S AN

TD HISTORTCAL FACTS AND FEATSTV ¢
Famoue TD Veterans

REPORT ON EFFORTS TO START A=H

W1ll Rogers, Jr., Louis Lamour,
...and all the rest of us proud
if not famous personstitit¢

HEPORT ON 1ST-EVER NATIONAL TD
REUNION LAST FALL - JEERY COHEN

The September '82 reunion at Ft
Hood was a tremendaus success, In
Splte of relatively short notice
we attracted 115 TD buddies {rom
some 44 TD Bns, 3 TD Gps, 4 the
TD School. With Temilies, total
attendance was 204

On 9/16 we registered at the
Holiday Inn in Kllleen. At 8PrM
We had an infermal welcome at the
poolslide. We discussed the re-
unlon schedule, Introduced the
TD Offlcers and cave A brief res-
ume' of the TDA objectlves.

Friday morning we toured Ft.
Hood 1n buses furnished by II1I
Corps. We then atternded a ist
Cavalry combined Welcome and Re -
tirement Ceremoney. We were £x-
eeted by a large target cloth
slan which read "Welcome Tank
Destroyer Forces of WWII" which
was complete with our shoulder
patch. After the most impressive
ceremoney we attended = Speclal
"Threat & Force Brieflng'". After
A great lunch at the NCO Club we
vislted the 2nd Armored Museum
wWhere a small secticn has been
reserved for TD memorabllia. We
also viewed 8 '473 mural done by
& German POW at the cld EM Center.
That evenling we had a crowded ,
but good, burfet at the Hellday
Inn.

The next morning we again got
into buses and went orf to the
FPost for ground-breaking cere.
monles for our proposed TD Yar
Memorlal., Arfter apprpriate
ceremcnles there was the playling
of taps and a 21 gun salute. We
then went back to the motel, held
8 critique, and agreed we should
all try to come back In Qctober
of *83 to formally dedicate our
TD War Memoris].

We are deeply lndepted. to the

offlcers and men or 111 Corps,

Ist Cavalry & 2nd Armored Div.
Particular thanks should o to our
host llason and planning officer,
M= Jor Horst Cleveland, Community
Relatiens Orflcer, G-5, 111 Corps.
Thank you all for making ns <o

o

This report should start omt

by asking you to remember oud GI
"channels"! Well, we have % re-
learn that lesson, and wWe are-
lolng so, right now! !
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MUSEUM AT HOOD - W. MITCHELI®E); |
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We would like to have a
Museum at Fort Hood, TX. ThXIe
w11l not be possible until a&}
offielal Fort Hood Museum is i
establlshed, and we would ha€e a
logleal part of this, At this !
tlme there 1s a 1st Cav Muse{mm & !
a Znd Armored MuSeum. Thay gre
not 1ikely to to be comblned(:
Se where are we? e
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Well, the 1st step 1s to &%k
that Fort Hood become the (™)
"offlclal repository for TD
artifacts". Once that becomamT ;
a fact Wwe can push for a spofy i
Just for TD things. Until that
becomes officlal we all shou t- ;
Just sit tight and hold on te

our TD momentoes, s
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In tlme we wlll have a plece
for our TD Museum ltems. Forgm &
now, we don't, so we suggest =
you held on to things until ¥
can assure you that they wiig’
be properly taken care of,

We may be behind in our own
schedule to get our own TD
Museum. But, we are keeping up
the pressure ang wlll, in time,
have 1t. Until then, hang on
to your memorabilla, and don't
let anyone give 1t away!

TD HISTORICAL FACTS AND FEATGINT
Most tanks & SP guns destroyed..

Zlppc Llghter went to the 823rd
TD Bn. for a record of 124
klils. 4Armored cars and half
tracks were not inecluded in
this count!

CONTHIBUTED TO

TO ALL OF YoU VR
YOUR TAX FORM!

TDA DURING '82 -

TDA 1s a registered, tax-
exempt corporation with the 1RS
Identifying No. G4-2757549,

Put that number in the margln
of your tax return heslde your
contribvution. Now, the amount
you gave may be deducted, and
the IHS can quickly verify that
we are indeed & chariltable
outritt
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Gver on thls next page 1s something Brand New!
Imowledgesble friends look at anything with tracks and & gun from WWII
and they say 1t 1g a "tenk", Well,
ltems that look llke a tank are actually TD's,
small coples of the real drawings.

w1ll not only have the evidence to p
friends, but you will have made a few dollars for your Tank Destroyer

Assoclation so that we can continue to tell the TD story to the world! -
- /)

Most of our not very

you and I know better! These GI
What you see here are
If you will buy a set or twa you
ut in front of your less-educated

oy 4

ID HISTORICAL FACTS AND FRATSTI |
Ist TD's to see action...... ‘e

SPECTAL APFEAL FOR DONATIONS TO
HELF BUILD THE TD WAR MEMORIAL!

Jperatiom Torch, Oran, N, Afrilea,
3 NOV 1942. Recon of the 601st
sarticipated in the landings.

e platoon of Recon, plus B-Co,
C-Co. of the ?701lst were in on
she Initial assault.

iIEPORT ON TD WAR MEMORIAL ---
WINT ATKINSON {610) CHAIRMAN

Thanks to the splendld support
f the Commanding General III
‘orpg and his staff TDA 1s belng
llowed to erect 1ite Memorial in
very cholce locatlon near the
aln Entrance te Fort Hood. Last
eptember we dedlcated this site
t the Intersectlon of Tank Des-
royer 5lvd., and Hood Reoad., We
lan to dedlcate the memorlal
tself next Cctober,

We have selected a very cap-
>le Texas company, known for
:5 monuments in Washhington as
:11 ag Austin, te build and em-~
.ace our Memorlal. At the sug-
:stion of several En. Assn. Reps
e Committee investigated the
asabllity of inscribling unit
signations on the Memcrial. We
und there were problems,

Many units were first formed
1942 and qulte a few were to
breken up in 43-44 with the

1 transferred to other units.
r those that saw combat in the
)} there 1s no problem. TD's
the Paciflc ls another story,.
e were deslgnated artillery
cannon companles, Several TD
.18 were converted to amphlblious
ictor units. Confusingtt

In view of this, and the wish
have a simple and uncluttered
orlal for ALL Tank Destroyer
...dead or allve,,, 1t has been
ided on the simple but &mll
ompagsing inscriptlon.....

"To The Memory of the Men

of the Tank Destroyer Command
1942-1946n

This gives recognlition to all,
1out risk of error or omis-
1, and covers every man who
red in the Tank Destroyerst|

:re st11] only able to Jocate
1t 1 out of 12 TD Veterans.,
'eu have a buddy, particularly

WhAn Amsmm ceme Lo

There will be nothing slick or

It will be & good sized, rugged
structure llke the men who will
be honored by the red granite
structure. It will be appropri-
ate to the TD men and thelr awe-
some tagk. .

No great enterprlse or govern-
ment will lay cut the funds to
bulld thls war memorial. This
will be bullt by contributions
from TD Veterans who stand proud
of the job they did.

Please send your contribution
to TDWM, P.0.Box DG, Tlburon, CA
94%20. Whatever you send willl
be gratafully received and usged
solely for our TD War Memorial.

Be a contributing part of this
great and worthwhlle project.
You'll be happy you didirt

glamorous about cur War Memortal.

HERE ARE YOUR 1983 TDA OFFICERSI

Warren Mitchell (661st} Pres. &

Chmri, TD Museum Comm,.... Jerome
Cohen (807th) VP & Chmn. 1983

TD National Reunton....... Quint
Atxinson (6i0th) VP & Chmn. TD
War Memorlal Comm........ Marvin
Ravely (776/807th) Treasures &
Chmn. Vet Info Comm....... Marsh
Hanks {805/815th) Secretary &

Editor TDA Newsletter....... and

Lomnle G111 (Not a TD Vet) but
our Honorary TD Hlstorian who 1In
time willl wrlte & comprehensive

TD History.

TD HEUNION INPORMATION NEEDED! {1

The 2nd Natlonal TD Reunlon
wlll be held at Ft, Heoeod, TX on
Oct, 20,21 & 22, Chalrman 1z
Jerry Cohen, 255 Castenada Dr.,
Mllibrae, CA 940730,

For planning purposes, Jerry
would like to know now how many
of you plan to attend. When you
write, please include your own
TD unlt, as well as your address,
S0 we can update our records.

In the next TDA Newsletter we
want to again start listing the
individual bettalion reunlon

SEAHCH CONTINUES FOR TD VEHI CLES"
TO SHOW TO OQUR GRANDCHILDRENt V1 =
S

Over to your right you can seg
minlature drawings of each of our
own tracked destroyers. 1If youhj
want to see the real thing you .-
mlght find an M-10 or M-36 at tia
Aberdeen Proving Ground Museum, =

o

That 1s the only place in all
the USA where you can see n ™. ¢
Thers is nothing at Ft. Knox andy
nothing at Ft. Hood!!t 7

If we can find one of each offf
our vehlcles we would like to put
them con display at Ft. Hood. Wes "
dorn't need to have them running =
Just be there so you can slap thes
silde and tell wonderous stories -~
abocut when you lived and rode in-
one of these special vehicles.

. [y

This 1s an sappeal for each of —.
you to get your Secouts Out and o
see 1f you can locate any of -
these treasures. And if you are’
lucky enough te find one, get allT”
the facts and send them on to us=
One way or ancther we will ralsex
the money to get that TD to Hoody
restore 1lt, and put in on displag

WE ARE REACHING POH SOMETHING
SPECTAL AT OUR NEXT TD REUNION

Ft. Hood has the prototype of
a brand new, ultra spectal, Antt
Tank Company. Thelr mission is
much the same as we had. They
are organized in such a way that
they seem to have incorporated
many of the combat lessons you &
1 learned the hard way!

We think 1t would be a very
interesting experience for us to
get to know these young men, and
for them to get to know us old
tlmers.

If possible {and we can't malke
any promlses at this writing) we
hope to be able to spend a day
In the fi1eld with this rew u.8.
Army unit, Will keep you posted

NEEDED - TD VETS TO TILG THROUCH
WWIZI FILES FOR TD PHOTOGRAPHS! |

There are thousands of good TD
combat photos now in storage 1in
Washington & elsewhere. We need
knowledgeable people, with time
& patlence, to go throueh theas
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The M3

75mm GMC M3 The half track was originally built as a Personnel Car-
rler. Among the many modificatlons was our own 1st Destroyer, which also
became our insignla. Fitted with the American version of the old French 75
gun it was sent to the Phillipines in 1941 and was lirst used by the TD's in

Tunisia.
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3in GMC M10  Over 6000 were buill in the USA. The British verfjn wab
called the Wolverine. The basls was the M2A3/4 tank chassis. The AUl wal
sloped and the turret was partially counter-balanced. The M7 gun afl

trajectory and was extremely accurate. This exceptional fighting=¥ehicls
saw aclion throughout the ETO. }
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The M36 | -

76mm GMC M18 Many students of armor consider the Hellcat to be one
of the finest AFV's developed during WWII. With an exceptional power-to-
weighl-ratio it was extremely lasl and maneuverable. It was the Tst USA
armor to use the torsion bar suspension with road wheels. Production

started in 1943 and 2500 were builf,

€ 1982 YANK DESTRAQYER ARSNH,

Karen W, Randall is a Kenlucky artist noted for her
original pen and ink sketches of military vehicles. In
1582 the Tank Destroyer Association commisstoned
her to do four separate drawings of the four tracked
TD-AFVY's used in WWIL. The originals are now on
display in the Tank Destroyer Museum at Fort Hood,
Texas. Shown are miniature reproductions of this
exclusive work.

11x14 individual reproductions, suitable for fram-

wwit TANK DESTROYERS

HOW TO OHROER: Please print and lill out this order form com-
pletely. Mail with your peisonal check or monay order 1o M.
HANKS TDA, POST BOX "CG", TIBURON, CA 94920. Belivery

3-4 weeks.

(LastName] " (FirstName)

90mm GMC M36 This AFV was developed fo stop the German Panther
and Tiger tanks at long range. Basically it was a beefed-up M10 with a new
turret and a more powerful gun. First used in late 1944 In NW Europe, it
notched up impressive scores. Only about 1500 of these were built. M36's
were also used in Korea.

O 80X DO, THUROM CA 4§20

ing, are now available. Eachlithograph is profession-
ally done in black on white using heavy book paper.
Every TD Yeteran and U.S. Army Armor Historian
should have at least one print shown in a place of
honotr.

The sale of these prints is part of the TDA Fund
Raising Project. This is a lirst offering, and quantities
are limited. Ordering detaiils are shown on the back
side.

WWwH Tank Desiroyer Prinis - 11x14 on Qualily Book Paper Prints
will be Aolled and Shipped in Heavy Duty Matling Tube

UNIT PRICE  ~TOTAL™

TQUANTITY  DESTROYER
7smm GMC M1 - 31000 $
7 Jngmcmun siwoae s
7 JemmGMCMIS | swea 5
: " Teommomcwmas swoo s

e Sel- A Four $36.00
SUB-TOTAL




CAL FA AND FPEATSII
story Boo 8 in the

making. Be a part of it,.......

Lonnie G111 1s attempting to get
either a regular copy or a photo-
copy of every TD Bn. history. As
of thls time he has them from the

following Bns,.............

601 628 704 801 817

48
@ @ om o8

If you have & TD Bn EHistory NOT
ON THIE LIST please send it to
Lonnle at the below address.,

We would hope that you would
GIVE your copy to¢ hlm for the

TD Library, in which case he willl
hang on to 1t untll a proper
library has been established.

If you only want to LOAN 1t, 0K.
Send 1t to hlm and he will have
it photostated and returned to

you,

Elther way, get all the TD data
you can to Lonnle 80 that he can
Include 1t in hils fortheoming

(19887) TD History Book. Write

to.....Lonnle G111, 1422
Greenhaven, Anaheim,
Ch 92801

SMALL SUPPLY OF BALFTRACK TIETACS
STILI, AYATLABLE @ $4/Ea, PSTPD, 1!

Thls 1ittle money-ralser ig
starting to come to an end. We
do have some left. JIt!'s real gooed
for those few tlmes when we retlir-
ees do wear a tie,

Make your check bPayable to Tpa
& M. Hanks. Send 1t to P.0.Box
"DG", Tiburon, ca U920, You
should have it within 3 weeks

TD HISTORICAL FACTS AND FEATST 1Y
our Meda onor Wlnners.,, ...

ATDITIONAL GONTRIBUTIONS HET.
KEEP OYR TD ASSOCIATION FOLVE

e |

Only for "Action above & beyond
the call of duty" is the Medal
of Honor awarded! We are proud
to 1lgt thelir names below:

T/% Arthur of Beyer
603rd TD Battalion

S/5g¢t Hershel F. Briles
859th TD Battalion

8/8&t Glyde L. Choate
601st TD Battalion

lst Lt. Turney W. Leonard
893rd TD Battalion

We have heard rurblings that men
from these units gre trying to
get together to hohor thelr OWn ,
If you wish to do something as a
unlt, for use in the TD Museum,
OK. 1If you would rather be a
part of a joint effort please
contact TDA and we will help you
get together wWith the other men
interested Ain such a project,

SAD NEWS "ALLTED TANK DESTROYERGER
IS8 QUT-OF-PHINT, UNAVAILABLEt ! 11

This great book is the only
one, outside of published TD unit
historles, we have ever seen. It
was done by the Brltish, but they
now tell us there willl be no more

coples untll someone comes up withun
an order for at least 1000 coplestup

Belleve us, we wil) try to workthe

8 deel of some kind. If and when

Following 1s a 11st of bri
ID Veterans who have geft ip
hard-earned dollars to Help 1
meet our obligations. [
thanks go to several of> hem
have sent in a check for’the

rti

Tr

time to show that they fsa11isi

Our erxrpenses g0 on

year......

Atkinson
Balehar
Barghelz
Burton
Caddy
Calabreaa
Cavanaugh
Cohen
Colelln
Cowgill
Crocker
Dammann
Demchik
Dillegro
Duckossois
Elchentopt
Fanning
Filkens
Fireman
Filscher
Foreman
Goreckl
Grady
Gregg

Grifrfiths
Haigh
Hail
Hanks
Haskins
Hasse
Hawks
Haywood
Henderson
Hlatt
Johnson
Komar
Lavin
Li1l
Mallon
Marcus
Martinez
McClary
McCiure
MeGulire
MoKennsa
Mitchell
Morris
Mulhal

year Aftey

v |
!{f f
Naaey
Ne¥*ghbg:
Craak
Papiiarh
PaTad}
Fa¥iton
Pdlzner
Poflleti
Hatie 1 chn
Eaffino !
Raypmly
B:g;eté
RiZer |
Robpnn f
Secanlon!
Sinclair

StTbo i
Summers;
Ta¥ygls !
ToXmdor:
Wifeon !
Hinsdow!
ZieDtiewl

7o

SPECIAL NOTES: The folTbwih

1ts "passed the hat" afd- cah
with much Appreciated xirty
Co. A of 610th, the 634tH and !

705th TD BN ASSNS. v "

We do we wlll advise in this TDA  Many thanks to all of youlftfy:

Newsletter,

In the meantime,

to a supply enywhere
now, And, 1ir you run on to just

@ copy or two buy them quick - youA tle.

may have what may turn cut to be
an histotieal rarity! !

if you run on TD HISTOHICAL FACTS AND FEATST

please let ug Most alrcraft shot down. ... . . .

Records show that the

£28th and B99th each shot down

four enemy

alrcrafti

"NATIONAL TD ROSTER" EXPLAINEDI!

It has been estimated that out
there somewhere are some 110,000
TD Veterans from WWIXI. Nowhere
e there a 1llst, so we are trying
to bulld our own. And right now
¥e should point out that cur own
TD Battalion Associations (who
have kept the falth over all the
years) have been very helpfull
Present list now over 7,000,

Each tlime we get a name 1t is
entered in the computer, along
with current address and varlous
TD units. Thls then becomes the
zalling list for our Newsletter,

There 1s no cost or abligation
in getting a name on thls list.
There are no dues. However, we

do have expenses, and we do ask

+that+ ~Aal -

TANK DESTROYER ASSOCIATION
POST OFFICE BOX "0G™
TISURON. CA 94920

Eugene L. Webb
709 Jones Avenue

Maryvitle.

TN 37801
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