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on 5September 16,.1915, The0 BritiLsh introduced the atan

into mode'rn nvrfare. With .the ide§a in, min dtbtha thre 1. a

defen1 se against every ef-foace, say mints om bethIs$I des'-were
puA t'towrk at once to9,find adfneaant0hsa epn

TheOO~a~ dO~lpodth trerpiercin achie ,unbulle.
39hI t&*,toQa limited'extentemployed fielId gn t

4irec'"tfiro *ptiawtak role*. Th ose weore thomaje.r&ant i-task

dovo-lepment-s luvring 'the war, At the'outs'o fWorld War I, the

tank as *t4~jthe kng o thebattlefield -andcudra

alm-ost at v6i.

Ant i-tan~tbouht oatinAd tter the waran ;nrsl

paralleled t bo*14o1vela'ronnt *f th.0"tisk.'$ic'o the re nd i

t ankis was teeatd,Ath e light type, thi.s produced s.4 light aLnt i

tn guin, *9k u r 37mm g8 un.The oetman04w s wereo the oxto0.Ptiona

tCa this.en 8 v44o1te ewfaou s.8'in -the- Spansi sh aQitl

War.

'Du rinug, thi k rly d yo f ev -'War-I It he rit ish t'

' ttthemet et ive, defenaSe -agattthe Ger 'man -tea a

au bu ots, isiacothat 0Casbiot te4 atian k guaabOr .to hitth

ttk-1em121it. -flank bwhtbh "a-mere tightly sarmeored. hsU a

devlopd lte defees dep,4 thas-vs. knaow it t e~. aaHewever,

ne satul.I to athryndtat for% anyne gut
suive the Y ouslugt f heUltskigi.hdtob spore
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by ate4asat *one ethr (UP.The.twe p r is eiP16esadefenseo.in..

depthaud uual suppert 'e4haVe0bees8 theh aulks aof gal lAte

aut iaetauk doctrine,

Alt the, time. Oft e Grman twwasien o fTraceos Qenoral

liareshall t4irecteed that aastud be matde vwit h,-the view [f f isd-&

tug an adequate defensve alga insNtthe tamk. Oneof th *@usq

vie ofth.bisdirective was he encPti t devoerpmt

o0the tkasV.kdestroyer. Phortlyafteor, the .Tank Dsoye

Cemtwr wia o pene6d at,*Camp Heed, Te*xaS -s uder the eeo0 f

Gonr-a3.Brue, The mission of thetS'Tank'_ Det reyr t ef.r wa

not 1ony. totrain t heo,'w tank osatreoy e r,'unsitsa.but- *4 continue

rbsoaroh along this lne'

Since all now ideas.otruh* rcs o hnet

'aathe dtesired objectivel tank..de-stroyer aate0riej an

doctrinea underwent sonsiderable change since the* time i

il' tst'o 6aouejvee The irtt4ak' destroyers9weedincma

i ff#a*i:& he 1-3 hal f-track mWountn 5mgn Dueto.

tbegt Simability to petr. I t hhev Grms, armor antd

4'4.

d ~nt~ t and1gh4eE. arr he. gunTas w

testroy'ere bad to kee-p. pace in.4aOtr t oo0euwotthet

2*r
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In he pria f.1944,9he1. 6 us014 t aperaeeTeV-.

wasa uletack hghy obile, lighktlyarmored6 Vehioo

mouat ing -A high velocity 76mm gun.a This as the first vehsicle'

designed especially f or. the tank. destroyers and Is one of Ithe

finest .track vohicles. we hove ever made. 'It was9 uotlo,42.

hiow'ae verbfr the GDerman Pautbor' and. Tiger tansks appeared-

en 0thobattlefield andC it vaa fount th at theThu. can414nt

have the wnestoary powsr, th1e 1616v eqrea'te d -asathe atsor,

to-t he se now.,0G ema tan ks6.The W!36,is similar ina a ppeairance

to thle 3-10, sace0pt thkait.-it nonted t he9QOno"'eatieirerLf t 1j9un.

Like mateoriel, the orgamisatibof the0 tafl, des *troyers

underwenstveenotid~rable chbange in its oearly 40.. 'TheOy wve

finally. erganiset a atalosgrusan rigades.The

baLttaLlion was t~etcia n dittaiui n a

ej~lassif ie*d either- so sel f-poeld oo en.The elf

p ro pelled battalion conisted 4'of kheadquakrrs nd hedqua4rteisrs

eoe~ay, a receniaissaumoom opany, three -gun Sompaniesli, andt

aL mediceal1 detachment.*Ech bof the gun comp at ieoS.:h ad. thkree0

pltonsof four olfprepel.d gums ose &b',grs tetttaiom

a$,tal of thirty-sit guna'*,,Th WIedbtaiua lila
aL *,t k? r.t -b''t

P41.

ba ttaite. - Nos --rm8all, group was-,attached to. each corps.,
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$~h owvr incmat@group eoereisedto r'y little esemanftd

functtos-'ever the .battalions sins. the battalios were sal

further attsoheod to out of the divisions -of the corps. The

osyt ime Uht the* battalion I was -with{ ope rated under a group

d irep- 1 tir9no wha a 0we wre- at tached toe.VI Corps., in this asse,

the gosou '':had the mission of; preoet*fiing the roar,,ocheleove f

cerps against possible paracut atck The battalonwa

* r.6r*& e sgt a bl i shroid bleeke autd. mainttis patrols In'

ieu*uui4ON with ether bat tal iess Gen'e'rilly, the group'

fnc Gtio4 *akS the tank destroyer seat ion f hecopsor in

close**,. .ytin 'ith the -tan'k destroyer.,ceet ion if asch a

section fli04t bo0 11oet up by ,the' corps. ,Ia'practice, 'the role

of thegftlsto act as adviser O tank' destrwor matters,

as eo rd4S. Lj-*sa f_ tank destroyer ompeyotad sgeeal

su peor v ior 01Pt Ontasitank defosse.*

Th.C'Ownty:mission 'of' the task destoyers wasth

do0st ruo9tiot #t aett armor. It was for thi Js purpose that they

weeorgasist and trainot,. It was..believed that the be-st-way

to -aceoup.ist V hsssA.en-wato holdt l attaio is

diviuio or *o 4'"t0Orv o'until 59a yamrd atacks
411f at-t 00 y amo

woul moe totiapreiousy slocid psitons andaait the

tans.4t4w. ounttht o ulId bo0at the ,*.Gewrm0ane 0this fly,

4.



but cel ebecause of outr light, armor, srlag it cut with

k the. Or mett 0wIa SekSrio and6 Destoy. The ue Seek

* wasa madeo by reecunaissanee and iutclligonoe - thke" St r ike

* by h ittiug the ear cm the flask as he eutoe& cur pesitiesn

an Athe Dostrey W by *ittit5 him *ff by fire and delivoriug

mo saMk.' uleseewrsuge, direst- fire em him.'

Ilne, by the time that we laude-d en thb Europa

qeorttjssst, t he Germaus hat4 suffe*red tremeudoits task losse

aiid their pretuo'tios ef. tasks was'..seriously hampered by the

strttegis bombers. The large. ascale snaored attac ks ef thke

Slitskrieg had practically, ceased Instead, the.. usuaI tan k

*feruatie set$s seusicted oifro te te tenu task;. a Is, view

st- Aki roductieneof the sise. of the etisok-iss armored teore,

it fl as longer a toStbery te empl1oy the0, task destroyer

bat tal ion in mass with ite tremuovdeusa fire. 'Power. It was

tout#. that a sempany, er eves,' a jplate om, preorly eu4pleyct,

h.b m difficulty in everseming;' this seow type 'i Ge rman auts

attest.4 The9rofe9re, it was geoseraly. decide10d 'that t he9 tank

d.,* it. oyrs should fuornis cIeN anti-tas suppert te' the

ars lime %fibit. Thus, theeatt 6r atace te th

e f ist t0,atlo esadrfnse i hscpct

uttether the artille'ry 'cessaudor r the 0-S. Zitlhe he or,

2'~~ 4'.'



one of his staff off icers' adeteu&wet to the regi7

mental 1 bat an headquarters, not inlyt recommend, but

to supervIse the omploymeut of the t ask destroyer.,. Very eotw

itwas fount to bens pacticable to have a st atff ~o

stay a.1ts tk reagifi At al I eua et This otfficer Would at~

-'4' in the,teal capacaity, of Liason offie end ecanandoe Ulhen4vor

A tr#ubtespot Wa.aas escvtearet, t he s 't wk destro y er off icer ws

4a crirs Ho wulId: the On rao 64 te * rdo r ptheacompan y-, or'

aI' wih ave th*,,e onpanyoes*m audeor roert tts soA that he

*eA give the sooapanyomananto#*r. the* sit ~ lAke ad.mei

f9 the compan wa beI tted u'p be

Th e Jeb 'of thew sevc *luet *ff4bt tao te

mete tifrisult. The c6opswte.0urhs ln woe usually

ratte*,r widiely spread out It wa n* sarythefoer, to plan

K ptmintain two or tbrei diffe-renOt ro9ute ofeu.*%;pply awE

[o *tiou Thsplsthef-acat th at mRany supplie6 and services

.i44bsV obtained only at satri, kep~t tho persounel1 of the-

s##t*A*ve* elmouts going mo9rninA g.' seen,0 *44 2 mght.

Vh1i the tank dooatreef wer t0 diec spot fIt h

;ei4 fields of f ire. In t h*0 fineal anlstthe position

I '-V
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eac detroer el oflistetieswit te inftntysfLmon"
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itbeo f9emwhich t he0 tan.k4.
V~ Ii oh eqofo kdsrre Could

.- d'sot reoy thtb Le nmy t ask be fore i t oUld overrun our-own

inode hat thetskdet reoyor o culd inteliigohtl

oee0patIV wtthb infantryo als lia senwax esetil

BInstesuprinrtbe plan' :of the taskdetropr
werej of necessi,badetoeoth anryIto.

theefoeasssial ha t sk d U ttr yarofass avise
the 0Itfanty n heoapbtttas ndilt"deo fote.an

detoer0is Wbefore 1,thebpane tflre .ma t tt-0 tbeeuatfoder

intro teat-akpts. Ina k ordeer do hi, thea taskbe de srye

tufuty ndth tnk esroercomadertooe k memesro fe

*isp tecial emtafof the. infatr n dr.Ommmiaios

j ala *athe ttwo.

he rle ofthe asaultgum Aualyteoopdfrom h

fl$.ld seOt frostI l upet.Tne1he44 ftb0 r

itflmry yr- toierilbtttoo ther o

t m. 1* .*i t i,6

uptility haev ree4R fir .w9.a i~~aro rtci

I D-otth . .te oratseetbAUwa. 0 oar. ..

brrt*4aavtte1iout numbeort oward,300hest or the ifqt

*Iit- te be .tt ointalenrn at0l onjto'

eeetroyer. Weapt aElBteehftemth ltidOo

I *
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th.greutt Frthr. weever' resistance became speretlo, the

ieuryweultd ri es'tb bafl of-the destroyers, thus

insurin 0f 01Pe sp0ttii j

I a

* t qft! t'tin n kepnto an how thed Tn
desr U efl opf% 4L pf th guns 'was app uepatf

intbitjtyo tei 0. runy Onf the d tetrOrsy
wee~~~~~~~~~ brgy tre tnfrt th te wa eprachdh

h6 rrelysuht the bes -t -ava ila blIe firIng positions. The

taa Mark IV. was 060on kVueckd out- .- The t ank destroyer ~

Pla;too" then tookr theo bull4agsa in the :vicinit y of the, tens

utdr fre with. 'HZ taunitto. a censai'derabl number of t h

iey infanstry ne' flu she c ut and were immediatelykle

or captured by the accempasying infantry.

Whew the task destroyers supported an armoed unit,' they

.Su~ be eplo0yed0 isl mush the Same manneLr as when in suppo 0rt

Of' an infantry unit. They fOrmed the base of fire f or the

t assaulting taceks and everwatcod them te the ebject ive. 6ft*

tith l&Saaul on a town, the task destroyers -weuld swing

aound to the -biok' of the town andC take Pos it ions f ree which1k

rtogreetlyices the power ohr ser*. he a



tupeortan t,,.r vdbl.Oak was, setablisbed, you woul~d usually find

the tas estroyers there -reinf orciag the osalry troo

maintaining it. They were also used. to qjuickly knock cut
any sa34 tubbern resistanee that woulotews dlath

a dyivaeS.-*f thecavalry.

Th nrmldeployment 'of the division was to takwith

twA rgiess'breast and'oadini reserve. This sc*at thaot

t1he qoup yattached Ito the reserve regimstIyas idle,.

tst 144 a .. ft:r, asits fitre p.er wont. hlso,. it was not

snee1puON fr h -et ire bat toiIon,*r. a part of it, to be

bol i *optStdivision reserve, inwfis ase aumbe

Si3 ealag properties of the. tank destroyer*f f ioors

were1fieldwrt illary off icers, they began t tin'k.*f the.

peesibI ItIs o.ofsing the battalion on indirect fire missions.

Tti.Iito.. Vthis.kiug wa-6 encouraged by most semuanders since.

as ile gn isa tatedgut. The method of etch employment

was, worketoutwtbtheassvistance of the art illory. In the

S Sprinag ef1j944 AA4 tttiro became. another .1 the Siseieaws

0*fthe tankglbet rere

9tt

frpeains. A Is0 pr Ak!att'wiLhAwevots this did& nqt Or b4&6 k

alrgt area that i ol traiybe assembled f~r itis

primary mission. In erdor to-meet 4hese* objocatiens.9, each

,



gun company organiseod and traimed 'a tire direct ion center,

a su rve-y -*reow and a'wire crew. The personoel for thesei

various crews were taken-mainly fron the security secttiep

Offtheosaonpany ant operated under .the tireetion ef the.

Som-pany esecautiveoefficer. This-meant that the company; could

be fi r6d as a unit or that s#ue platoon ceuld be used iznen

d ir ect tire* at any cue ttime The targets were,. geneoral ly

dsignated by the f iold artillery battalien to which ]athq

sepay as attached.*

In a few cases, the battalion set up. it as wn fre control

senter and operated directly undot' tivi sieu artillery. Durin-g

th.Ie halt, -just prior to the c r ossinLag of the Rhine, such a

planz was adopted and utilis~ed by my- battalion. Wehka'd a

-plateen from each of twe Gsmpntee# in indirect firs positions

during this period. The batalion,&'5 ant S.,) sections operated

afire centrol center. Herothe 4targett0reploteasdrcd

by diisonartillery and IthOfsis'Y.-Ws- ,ien '. e reo assigned to

the companies. While this was mainlly tee'_P r acstI'se and trai2ning,

wastfl-proven to the satiuf ettR.*e "f -9,llVttthe battalion

was ca &ble0 of operating in thkitfl"Y.

2-:000. to03,0000 yards. Fires for the in~itdial assaul't were

scheduled. Tar getsa select ed were enny assembly areas or

avODpuOsloef approash whlich had been det erminit previously by

10.*



infntr paros to1a pogrphs, air ebsorvationg

roonns a iegs ac c Sompany ( tas k De:streor- I ose'rvation posts,

and from 0- 2 information. Targets were, plotteod on the map by

in spect~ion and firing data, sgtuputed;, indirecat tires we'rt.

deivwero during ber d artknoes Asa thbe iftry ad Vanet''

upth eiscarpmen. easobed'uled froe teasedadalfrswr

deliv ere o, sa il from t-he9 infantryt Cont acOt *ith, 'the ifar

With 'radios, who crossed 'with the leading in2f ant ry elemeso*0.

* During thse assault c-reossing and- -thbe establi'shment of thes,

W ridgehea, tank de0st roy er gums were in-indirect fire -pe Itioss

renorig division artili-try fires ±3 't-h e spo toor.

Ta rget s selected were these sui. table for barasetgaditr

diction fluesp such as itowmusa reads n rodJmtns All

f ireos were scheduled. Tank, destroyer guns alto fire d' illumia-.

* stingIsell *ooording to a sceduled firepave h

putrpese .f illuminating and theocting the movemeont of- the

~Whkile bo- * dstructivSe effectloft h ekdetyr o

grottas

h a'ra'ssoInag fires*, intordeioi f ires and retn f o rcitgftee9.

The task .destr~yor gun. was abl e to rleve the lO5s -of a

1T D Im feoratin Letter #Eqs Ist T.D. Briad
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number.fte1ogor range missions so that they could be

more ef fect ively utilisied in- close su pport o f the infantry.

DUui'to tChe absenceorofitn armored, high velocity weapon

otertau-the4tankdstoer at ill another Imis-sion was gives.

to the- tan k 4&eeSt r oyrersetheision of destroying pill-mboxes,

and other f ort if ic at ienis. Since most of the -forts enc 0ounte.re d

were 1 ust to beo mutually supp'ortingthe0 platoon was *maPl' Ya

Wtithe working ui. Togn ee:lcdi posluen to brin

fijr ont hie-*mbraswure s of t huaf orts, while0 th other tw ci were.

a 11 is aoverwatohing role. . This preventeod- the Ge04rman.8 from

maitin g their weapoerS while our in fantry ad#vanwed the ss.,alt

ipattiesoin the blind siteeof the tart to. bie kualci out.

Ihnihein fanatry rasin their fial assault psiioetk*

in ftantry commander would lift- t he4fIIre6. "of t he-tak. dest r*oers

This was us-ually deoce by ra~iOs but va.-r iousa oth4e t ypeso1;Cf

vusul sinalswere used. The M-lO10wth t upoe

tobe tat. excellent we'spon UntAi the adven9' thA -6,wt

its .90 mm Pta . The 90mm gun would penetrTa.te .. *fConc'eteo

at t0o -)warodswith ore round. Frmtret tnrunBdo or

'4 Yrw t'r

whichra thimruecudbet'ndi a OtRastrle to
attempt t p Ifotret wea c onre1otb'. frt.the fiin



fla in( on the0 iAs0.do with, consequent, casualty effect.

Vbewtvevet a penetra~tion wasl made, a quiek r oun d of MUL vault~

b-ringC ti crew to' its k naes. One0 of, the beset knson eope rse

tineS of t hiJS type tookL plaeo at Chwrbou rg. The infantry

hit aL ert ieuivrly. dif ficul for whc hywre -enable toa

approach. because Of Ithe intense ma&cblue gun f ire f rau other

feort&ich w er-e so lat ed that 'fire couldseot -be. brought

e*te.The tasWk. deest'royore* weore calle9d4 up sat imuvediatesly

;pstd% their fire en the steel1 doero'h ot. TeAeia

ceuim*andeor the cavitlled *n- the Germanea t6 b sr renteor. The aser

nt..bst General,,.en Sobleiben, t he defense are aes'40mander,

Adtrs.1m Hienneke, commanding saval forces in Fore-oe Oherbour;,

thek ir sta ffs, and 'about 800 ot hesr Germane *a&pttu*'iated. This

wa,.Ttutlyt the end of the defense of. Cbeor boaurg. 3

* Ou-r first n isaien,p after leaving the- staging area, 'NL

tow ta t vas Iuusal i t hoe -.0. but -was cosouplacs in the

th ef. preteoing the

aithr cot of. 4tb# COtcAtin penin Sul a from- possible attack
-, 0 4 Isaus

w W Vfltt Germwas .eWig~ Jersey ant Gveey Ilns

vs. lta~d~iti~te.GZ.0 ad teNavy. Fm 0

Msay W6rge size ataM Theya b

s: 3." T.. I urepe by_ Major A. A.0 blims. il.~ Rev.' May 1945



migtht tage. several raids in order to lot at the than vast

v wspsa thfat weare located em'o the Cotentin peninsula. Aftera

-or ough' rnonn asa&n c0 o f the area wasa mate, the, sectLor no

didO d~ betwee two gun companies Th t hird gum company

was lheld in te0seirve. The gunis were splae 0..-On the, senanting

g roUmt g the ocact with each* guni *upport ed by at lea st

on. thr. They were further tidtgbe ypatrl. I

wasls ftmthat a Brts ava raa sta$tion, wa.s operating
ii outarea: nd tot esalsek eehm omaotoswt

k,

itvWil we were eths mission I*ard my fist a mwn-act

*o Grmany., The newscOm aster was s.ayt that te era troops

Amw ±ho Jessey &aid Guernsey Iselandsa were -performinig a ver'y

*ipportal miso istat hy were keeping thous210a of

*,raek 'Amerioan -troop. t iead up o) the Ctstin Pem insoula

guardingth wpe0

There are prebbl nay other at_ tha wre6 pe4ire

vet II evoit ort'ORr

*qig:*Oa*0 WOO te t, least the sore

cemoplsO The tankx-6 de rtr~vn one.: o*j 8.f thke mo'st vewr-.

gat i1ot units o0n t he, bat-tle fIf. Thkey noti only. Oer-formed4

three *uMcopan." s sac o the gun Compamnies. Vill have.

for pl at, on 8 e quiJped. wit h 1-2 tak sech. eiv

14.



tht t hqeeobattalions were created to. fill the job that was

perf ormed4 by the. terk destroyers dtriug the War.. If this

belief isa corr ectIthe offietrs ip-1the tow heavy tank battalion

will' do well te study the history of the tank destroyers

thoroughly to6 profit- by their experienees.

ra
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