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DESTROYER CIHTS 

CKIULATIVE REPORT OF TiJ-K DESTROYER OmTS TO 2 5 DECEtBER 

TOTAL TOT; .L TOTJ.L * TOTAL RO'JI'DS ROWDS 
B/.TTALIOII TJJ 'KS SP GUIS iiRTY L L I GUI'S ROUI'DS FIRED FIRED 

DESTr.O-iTDD DESTriOYED, DESTROYED FIRED DIKECT IIJDIRECT 

6 0 2 ( 1 ) 2 9 2 39 ^ 4 1 1 • 2 9 6 2 3 4 4 9 

6 0 3 
( 1 ) 

3 0 . 1 0 22 1 1 5 1 5 5 3 3 1 6 1 8 4 
6 0 7 5 1 2 5 29 3 3 8 7 6 9 0 7 1 2 4 4 0 5 

6 0 9 ( 2 ) 1 9 3 9 
6 1 0 6 6 24 6 7 1 7 3 5 1 7 • 3 2 0 0 

6 3 1 ( 3 ) 
6 5 4 3 6 7 50 9 8 1 4 4 3 5 0 5 4 6 4 

6 9 1 ( 4 ) 1 1 7 7 1 3 1 3 8 1 6 3 3 2 
7 0 4 4 4 " 3 4 1 3 8 0 7 3 6 6 4 4 
7 7 3 8 6 1 9 26 9 5 1 0 6 '726 2 7 8 4 
7 7 4 5 4 5 2 7 8 4 7 7 3 0 5 3 0 5 4 2 

6 0 7 19 3 5 5 0 0 1 3 2 1 8 2 2 2 8 2 _ 
8 0 8 4 1 8 3 4 7 1 7 0 8 ' 1 6 8 3 9 

8 1 8 2 6 2 12 1 9 6 2 5 2 6 5 7 1 6 9 6 8 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the tonka and s e l f - p r o p e l l e d guns des t r oyed as shown above, 
these y . S. Tank Dos t r oyo r s , huvo a l s o des t r oyed 3 0 0 aaohino guns, 4 3 7 p i l l b o x e s , 
and 7 6 G o t h e r t a r g e t s , i n o l u d i n g a r t i l l e r y pr imo n o v o r s , GP v o h i o l e s , 0 ? s , j'l/vA 
guns , t r o o p t r a i n s , u m n u n i t i o n dvrnps, a i r p l a n o s , e t c . - . • 

( 1 ) . 6 0 2 

( 2 ) 6 0 9 

( 3 ) 6 3 1 

( 4 ) 6 9 1 

( 5 ) 70- : 

1 7 Dooembcr 

f o r wo6k 1 8 - 2 5 Dooember 
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SECTIOIT I I 
1 • ' ' 

TAMC DSSTP.OYERS II'. OCHBAT 

• ^ ' 602^'I' TJJ-K DCaTnOYLH iUTTALIOr i . 

Tho 3d P l a t oon o f "C " Coripwiy, L i e u t o n a n t aay I l u t c h i s o n , P l a t o o n Leadar , 
gave tho i n f a n t r y a v.-elocr-.e l i f t I 'over-jor 20 i u V.-.s v i o i i i i t y o f t o w n . 
The i n f a n t r y n i s s l o i i v.aa t o t i ' - e t;:e to i . - . i . IVro r o u t e s o f approach sonewhat 
separa tod f r o n eac"; o the r •.-.•are a v a i l a b l e t o t h e a s s a u l t oo r ipan ies . The i n f a n t r y 
v/os c o n c e n t r a t e d a t or.e up; iro: ;c" i , ;'C-;.te and t : io t^;->. d e s t r o y e r s \;fire l e f t i n o 
p o s i t i o n o f r ead iness c i oso t o t)'.fj o t h a r . Our a r t i l l e r y l a i d a tvventy-minute 
c o i . o e n t r a t i c u or. t i n t o i i ; ...:;d t'r.o e.-jsny a.-.-'viaip.ited t T n e d i a t e a t t a o l : . The t a n k 
d e s t r o y e r s r.oved t o : . u l l d e f i l a d e posi '^ io . i s u l o a j tho near approach r o u t e and 
threv ; d i r e c t f i r e i . ibo t'.\o to^. ; i . - " . 1 1 eueny \;aapor.3 r e r e tur-. iod on the tan ) : d e s ­
t r o y e r s a n d t h e i r a^cur.ied l i n e o f advance . . I i . f . ie v.iea:-.v.'hile the i n f a n t r y s l i p p e d 
a lonr ; the o t h o r r o u t e a : ;d '.^ere v i i t h i n the to»i.-i bo f o r e t h e / r e c e i v e d a s i . i f . l o 
round o f eneray f i r s . Tl iero v;ere no c a s u a l t i e s a:.ionj t h e t u n k d e s t r o y e r s . ( S - 2 , 
602nd Taii l : Des t r oye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

2 . eOTTH L . J T : ESS'^OYSa 3AJT/XI0iT! 

. . • 2nd P l a t o o n - no o"ia:ij;e i n l o c a t i o n . *̂ tanlc l i d d i n g up t h e i n -
f a r . t r y i n the tov/n o f 3T .a-.R3.w-:i (0223 ) v.as f i n a l l y d e s t r o y e d by the 2'.-.d p l a t o o n . 
Th is t a n l : v;as so s i t u a t e d i n the t w . n t h a t d i r e c t f i r e c ou l d )'.ot be brou.^ht upon 
i t w i t h o u t undue exposure t o i t s f i r e , bazoo-ra t a o n , h eaded by Sergeant 
IIolcoTib T/as sent out t o t r y aftd d e s t r o y tho t a n k . T h i n t e u n h i t the t a n k w i t h 
a rour .d o f bazooka, b u t f a i l e d t o d i s a b l e i t . The t a n : : '.•.ithdrev;, b u t l a t e r r e ­
t u r n e d t o i t s forr.ier p o s i t i o n . T -T thor a t t e : i p t 3 t o . j ; e t t o t h e t a i J : v . i t h t h e 
bazooka f a i l e d . L i e u t e : . a n t fc.app t h e n f i r e d s e v e r a l rounds o f 90nn t h r o u g h t h e 
b u i l d i n g s i n the d i r e c t i o n o f t ! 5 t a r J : , r , l ou-h i r . - ; i. h o l e f . i r o u j h s e v e r a l b u i l d ­
ings caus ing u d u s t aud sno.'te FCi ' e sn i . : t i l l v i c i n i t y o l ' t h e t a n k . Under the 
p r o t e c t i o n o f t h i s snoke a:.d d u s t s c - e a i i . L i t ! . i t e i ' - n t I':'..:pp plv.ced h i s d e s t r o y e r 
i n a p o s i t i o n and f i r e d t.hrou-^li t l i e sj-o'^a ,.;.d d u o t scraer. a t t h o l o c a t i o n o f 
the t a r J : . L a t e r r e p o r t s f r o r . i i ' a I';;"!:v.tr.' --.v.; •.. t..^:).: o f f i c e r c o r . f i m e d the d e s ­
t r u c t i o n o f the e.v3r.y t - i i . (CcT.. ir j :cir.- i T i i c j r , CuTth 'i't^nl: Des t r oye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

3 . eooTH 7/a:r. 07:s-r.o-rx. n.-.T?.'.Lic;; 

a . On 20 December Cor.ip;.::y " c " yics o o r t a c t o d f o r t h e f i r s t t i n e s i n c e 
t h e i r de^artv i ro t o tho- "ĵ .S ?Cr-:'B poci'.et on 18 Decerber . F i f t a e r . eT.eny Kark Vs 
and ono ;:ar''. V I as T . - T I I ;.S t h r o e a i . t i - t a i i s e l f - p r o p e l l e d :;u;is v/ern kno\-.r. t o 
have been das t r c yoc l . r o u r t e o n o f these tanJ.s ;,are destro.V'jd - . ' .urin^ the p . j r i o d 
2 0 t h - 21s t ueornbor by tho 3 rd P l a t o o n under comand or l a t L i eu ta : . a r . t Dav i d K . 
ITagons i n tho v i o i - . . l t y o f ITCVILLS (P588G'.6) De l g ium. Tno a t t a o ' t i : ' . ^ oneny t a i j ; s 
v.-ara eng-.G^d a s tJioy onori ;ou f r o n ^ t h e h-3C.vy fo[; „ t ri^i.^os o f 200 - 300 y a r d s . 
Ono d e s t r o y e r laiOokcd out f i v o U w k Vs \ d t h s i x r o m i c s . 

L i e u t e n a n t Kagor.3 employed tv;o d e s t r o y e r s i n s t c . t i c p o s i t i o n s T / i t h 
c x c e l l o n t f i - e lda o f f i r o uu\k adv!..:ita3e o f b u i l d i r - s i i i '.I0\TLL3 f o r c o v e r . 
The o t ! i o r tv.o d o s t r o y o r s o f h i a p l i . t oo r . roved about the v i l l a g e ar.d v.-ero prepared 
t o no'TO i n t o nuniorous p o s i t i o n s upon c a l l TrOM e i t h e r L i e u t e n a n t Hagor.s or P l a ­
t o o n i i e r ^ eau t Hays . 

b . Tho 2d P l a t o o h , oorinandod by L i ou t s r . a r . t Edv.-ard Gladden -.vas sucooss -
f u l l y employed i n d i r e c t f i r o a t onoi\ i r . f a n t r y t o r^ 'pe l o o u n t o r i ^ t t a c k s . I t irt-a 
•v;hilo b r o a k i u g up one o f tho enemy's p e r s i s t a n t o o u i i t e r a t t a o k s , t h a t G l a d d e n ' • 
p l a t o o n des t r oyed u Mark V tan;-: w i t h an i ' - l O d e s t r o y e r w h i c h V(U3 nannod by a 
n a k o s h i f t crcv.- conposod o f p c r a o i t . e l f r o r . Cc-",pc..-.-.y Ho- .dquar te rs . The ; ! -10 had 
boor, r a covc r ed under f i r e , Planned i. .id or.iployod s u c c e s s f u l l y . , 

o . Tho Reconnaissanco P l a t o o n , corcianded by l a t L i o u t e n a u t M. K. 
Grant ope ra t ed d i r e c t l y v . ' i th o l one i . t a o f the l O l s t A i r b o r n e i ^ l v i a l o i i a.id wt>8 
o u t p o s t i n g t h o U/iST00i:E-ARL0:? I l ig lnvay. . (Cor.r.anding O f f i c e r , 609 th i 'unk D e s t r o y ­
e r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

4 . 610TH m'\: DEST'̂ OY?:!: n . - . r : : .L io r ; 

a . On DoceTT.bcr 4 t h , t h o 1 s t P l a t o o n , Conpany "C",oonrLandod by L i o u t o n -
a n t Robert Uea ru , v/as t a l j on undor f i r o by t h r o o ant i - tu - . -J : ;;uns l o c a t o d i n woods, 
1000 r i o t e r s East o f Tl iSDirGBl! . Ono t i . i i l : d o s t r o y a r was dtxiagod by tho f i r s t s h o t , 
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4 . 610TH T ; J : K DESTOOYEIi Bt\TI/XIOF ( C o n t ' d ) ' 

b u t duo t o t h 6 a l e t t n o s s end quic'.: f i r i i i g o f i t s orew and t h a t o f an o v o r w a t o h -
i n g t a n k d o s t r o y o r , tv.o onony tovwd a a t i - t a r J : guns and or.o a s s a u l t gun woro 
d o s t r o y o d . 

b . Cn 23.-d »jcosibor 1944, 2:.d P l u t o o u , Conpr.:-.y " A " , coamandod by 
L i o u t o n t ; n t M io ln .o l on i r - l . , suppor t od i n f a n t r y a t t a c k l l o r t h f rom HSIDE.rLSCHEID, 
by d e s t r o y i n g 7 onuray •;;f..-,l.;5 . ' 2 ;/ar;: V i s ) , 3 ! i a l f t r a c k s , 1 a s . t i - t a r J : gun , 1 
raaohiriD guu nos t . a i d orui ai i :Tai i : ;J en dump. 

c . Or. ; . f . th •••ooociber ly<.'. , ! . ' d ? l a t o o ; i , Conpm-.y " 3 " , c c n a n d o d by 
L i e u t e n a n t Mars'.^..;.;! Ui'ir.o, supeoricod i n f a n t r y a t t a c k on KSmiEII, by d e s t r o y i n g 
ono t a n k , tv/>) a i r . i vr.nk guns, find a t l e a s t a p l a t o o n o f i n f a n t r y . Th is p l a t o o n 
T/as T . i r y i n s t r u - i e n t a l i n r e p e l l i n g an cneny c o u n t o r a t t a o k i n t h i s sane v i c i n i t y 
by f i r i n g u g a i r i s t ' jnoay i n f a n t r y v d t h a l l v»oapo:is, r a n g i n g f roc i the 90mn gun \o 
t h : ; e f f e c t i v e use o f htxid grenades and i n d i v i d u a l s r i a l l c m s . (Conmrj iding O f f i c e r 
6 1 0 t h i a n l : Des t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

d . "Cn tho morn ing 10 Dooer.bor 1944, about 1000 h o u r s , I r e c e i v e d word 
t h a t ty.'o o;:ony tan! :s •.•.•ere s p o t t e d about 100 ya rds T o s t o f B.R/JTDELFIJ.'SERHOKF FAR M 
w h i c h ivas about 1 2 0 0 yards t o the f r o n t . I vient f o rw ; j -d v d t h l^orgoant F a u l k n e r , 
a p l a t o o n le ; .der o f Conpany " B " , 602nd ituak l i o a t r o y g r B a t t a l i o n , and v.-e t r i e d 
t o Spot the t a n k s . I happened t o p i c l : up a gun b a r r e l ^ j r o t r u d i n g f r o r . a b a r n on 
t h e BELLE-VUE F;J" : : ( ' J o r th o f DTi:'.!TCLI'':rGEH}!OFF F A . T . ) . I r.oved tho I I -36 d o s t r o y ­
o r , cornandod by Se r j e an t i ^ rav i s . i n t o p o s i t l o v i . 'i'he g u i j . o r , Corport .1 Jonos , 
f i r e d two rou:.ds o f i.?C i : . t o t h e b t . r n . '•e t h o n t r i e d liS - 6 rounds o f i t and 
t o r e icKm the b a r n u n t i l v;e cou ld s o j t h j t a n k . C o r p o r a l Jonos t h o u f i r e d t h r e e 
more rounds o f jJ'C t o f i n i s h i t o i ' f . I t h e n s p o t t e d a n o t h j r t a n k , a f la rk V 
T/hich noved up t l i e t r a i l t oward !jR..DSLFI!'rS.-IIO;T yiSll t l i e n ncvod back down tho 
t r a i l t o the v e s t . I a l s o s p o t t e d ano the r t a ; V about 1000 yards oas t o f tho 
f i r s t one . I a g a i n -.".aneuvered the l.;-et' i n t o p o s i t i o n t o f i r o on those t a n k s . 
Sorgear.t Fau lkner noved an ;,i.-18 t o f i r o on t h . : neare r ono. 7?o vioro ready t o 
shoot, a t t h e ta :J :s when L i e u t e n a n t r U . r s h a l l ; l oade r o f the f i r s t p l a t o o n , 
Conpany " A " , 6 1 0 t h '^'arJ: D o s t r o y o r a a t t u l i o r : , o .̂̂ enoc f i r o f rom a p o s i t i o n f a r t h e r 
s o u t h , I m o c k i n g out the f i r s t t a r J t . 'i'he l i - c6 v .dth ne t h e n opened f i r o on t h o 
o t h e r tv;o tanl ;s and knocked thoia b o t h o u t . '^ki ouony t a n k t h a t 1 had no t scan 
on t h e edge o f t h e words t o t h e n o r t h ( v i c i n i t y 611548) f i r e d on the 11-16 o f 
t h e 602nd TarJ: U j s t r o y e r B - t t a l i o : . , d e s t r o y i n g i t -

' • " I v.T..'it t o adv i s e about tv.-o t h i n g s w h i c h r.ay be o f i i s o t o o the r 
Ta;J: Ues t roye r p e o p l e . The f i r s t t h i n g - s t a y ou t o f v.oods and i f you havo t o 
go i n t o t h e n - go i : : b ao l xa rds so t h a t you can c o i i o ' ou t i n h i g h . Tho secoi-.d 
t h i r . g - use p l e n t y o f reconnais i ia i ioo t o spo t t a r l : s , l o i . v i n g t h e d e s t r o y e r s back 
u n t i l the t^n.ks are f o u n d . The use o f forv/ard tanJc - s p o t t i n g OPs - u s i n g tho 
b e s t g lasses or i u s t r u n c n t s you oar. g.-'t i s e s s e n t i a l . F i n d tho tan) : f i r s t and 
d o n ' t go p o k i r - d e s t r o y e r s over tho h i l l . I do no t rocorvnend f i r i n g a t l o n g 
ranges., bu t v.-e can d n s t r o y tainks a t I on . ; r..-.ges t o p r o t - i c t t h o i n f a n t r y when 
neccssTTT'-'^'TCori; iundi"-;g O l ' f i ' o e r , 'Coneaiy TT ' ' , cYOtTT i'ank Ues t r oye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

0 . L i - u t - i - a n t I t c j - s h a l l , 1 s t P l a t o o n Louder , Conpix>y " A " , 6 1 0 t h Tank 
Des t r o y e r B a t t a l i o - . i , t h e n d e s c r i b e d t h o a c t i o n v .h ich d e s t r o y e d t h o I l a r k ^ t a n k . 

-
" I s p o t t e d t l i j t..;-J-. a t a range o f 4200 yards and moved ' the d o s ­

t r o y o r corrr-.anded by der j ieant i i i n^ . up t o i i ro on i t . He f i r e d c l o v e n r o u n d s . 
The f i r s t t h r e e rou;-.ds v ; j ro UE ( so I o o u l i + 0 1 1 .\vhorj,.wo wore h i t t i n g ) ' a n d t h e -
o t h e r e i g h t i .^re >..?C. I d i d n ' t t h i n k ^ho - r a c o r v.oalfi l a s t a t 4200 yards - b u t 
f ound t h a t i t d i d . Mo o b t a i n e d f o u r h i t s . a i . d the t a . i burned i n . n o d l a t e l y . Tho 
crow o f tho d o s t r o y o r (M-SS) t i a s ' i o r g o a U t . R i i i g , C o r p o r a l P i n t o ( g u n n e r ) . Tech­
n i c i a n ttrudo 4 S a t r i o l c , P r i v a t e , f i r s t c l a s s DeCost and P r i v a t e S l o v a k . 

" C o r p o r a l P i n t o (Sergeant R i n g ' s gu:uior ) t o l d how on 11 Docenbor 
44 ho had had a f i r e f i g h t a t a range o f 4000 ya rds - d r i v i n g the tanks o f f , 
b u t n o t d o s t r a y i n g t h o n . He s t a t e d - . 

" M f i r o d 5 roui ids a t t h o f ' i r s t ono b o f o r e ho backed out and 
s h i f t e d t o t h e ' l o f t - and h i t . w.ot iher diie. 'on the f i r s t r o u n d . Ho backed., ou t 
and go t a W i y ' . I always t r y t o l o o a t o t l i o ' t u i i k be fo re wo p u l l the d e s t r o y e r up 
t o s h o o t . I f I c a n , I l i k n t o go up and l o o k t h r o u g h , the twentiy power g l a ss i n 
the OP. TThat v/o hood I s b i g g e r and b e t t e r g l a s s e s . " 
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5 . 691ST TANK DESTROYER BA.TTALI,OK(T(awed)t 

a . "Tho 1 s t p l a t o o n ' o f " A " Conpany, 6 9 l 8 t Tank D o s t r o y o r • B a t t a l i o n , 
•was c l o s e l y f o l l o w i n s t h o i n f a n t r y ' s advance i n tho v i c i n i t y o f GUEBLIHG. 
TThilo mov ing i n t o tho s o u t h o r n p a r t o f towzi t h o p l a t o o n Loader , L i e u t e n a n t 
Ccj-nino, v/as c o n t a c t o d f o r suppor t by tho cot.':-.andins o f f i o o r o f a company o f i n ­
f a n t r y w h i c h vias p inned dovm by i?taohine gun f i r e and d i r e c t f i r o f r om an a n t i -
t a n l : g u n . L i e u t e n a n t Car-.ino v o l u n t e e r e d t'nc s u p p o r t o f h i s p l a t o o n and undor 
naohino gun riro mOTOd h i : i p l a t c e n i n t o a f a m y a r d f r om v;here he was ab l o t o -
d e l i v e r d i r e c t f i i -Q .•n-tl-.o 'jnix^.l aocia ;-em i . h i c . i the on:iny f i r e was c o n i n g . 
Tho r e s u l t s o f h i s f,..i-o en c'.xi, au?,.ec-. e'i J . - ' a t ier'.s o f tho oneny r,uns r e s u l t e d 
i n the v e r i f i e d dost:•,-.;.ti en . i f r.n.e'.;ln' , 1 a r ' ; i , - t a i i k gun and I OP. Tho 
oneny r e t r e a t e d f l - .r . i ' i - r A.-.-.I,'. . : A ; n f . . a ' . r y oonc l tmed t h o i r a t t a c h and t o o k 
t h o i r o b j o o t i v o vit l^cu-i , fj\rV.i-.y i . . . - ; 

"The .-'jr.en 0 In.- ' .y .:',c-.;yatioTi uf t h o f c r n y a i d p u t t o r o u t tho 
c r e w o f a Pak-4i> a n . i • I-nV. w^;*..-h v/a'j i n a canor,:.;j.ag.-'C p o e i c i o r . or. Lho 
oppc- i i t o s i d e o f "ihe f,-.i',.!Uen'.e '''a.-, cv-^.v: c..:.-ei t d .:'ac gun w i t h a round i n tho 
char.iber andtho piei-c; i n p j r , " cc ' - o eu r l i v i o - . . They aj.LO 1; f t a l i g h t a aoh i r iO gun 
b e h i n d , v.-hich v.'as -u: p-v -n ' e r .('iank p r c t e c - i o n .'' 

b'. " . . . <?n". / l a i c e n . ''.*.•• Tonpany, c r e d i t e d th enso l v c s w i t h one Mark 
'V t a n k , i'ho t a r j : v r . j vne o f ',Y,e 1.-adin.^ an eneriy j o u n t o r a t t a o k on H i l l 265 . 
The t a n k s wore f o; ! .e-.7r;J Vy .-./pro.Tir.abc.'v'on.i .ijTipair,- o f i n f a n t r y . The f i r s t 
t a n k v;as a l lov ;ed. t o ai'vai'.-,: vo a v..r^o o f 6'-^ y a r d j be fore t h e f i r s t .round v/as 
f i r e d . The f i r s t r.-.'ir/.'i j . ^ a i . - ; ! ef.C the g l u o i i p:.nte o f the Ti,^;er bu t i t succeed ­
ed i n J n n n i n g t h e c 1 . - ; t - . r . g nec ' iar i : . ; . ! a.-ia f e rood the or.AV t o t i t f ; r t ab-.ndr.ning 
the t a n k . I'iie 2r.e r c m i v,as a-i i C w } i i r h t o . k care o f the poroc.ene.... S i f . h t uoro 
rounds o f iSC co'.ipj.e-ne.'.y di?'.,"elej tnc t a : i l ; and s e t i t on f : . r o . '/no .lecond t a r J : 
t u r n e d around a f t e r t i i e f i r s t wt.a s tepped and start . - .d t c r e t r : ! a t . I ' h i s a l l owed 
the i n f a n t r y t o f i r o a r i f . L o grr.n..de i n t o the r e a r o f t'.ie t a n k ; t h i s stopped 
t h e t a n k and a bazooka round s e t i t on f i r e . The on^-uy i n f a n t r y dec ieed they 
had had enough and d i d n e t b o the r t o f o l l o v/ up t i i , a t t a c k . " (Ccri,-..anding O f f i c e r , 
691st Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

• 6 . 773RD T ; J T . DESTIiO^'.R i .T 'r ; . .LIC!T: 

D i f f i c u l t , - r i \ ' r . r c r o s s i n - s e r n t i n u e t o be a s p e c i a l t y v . ' i th t h i s b a t t a ­
l i o n . F o l l o w i n g up the c r o s s i n g o f v.-.vj f l o r d e d .Mui::!),:: I ' . i 'T,?, t i i e b a t t a l i o n 
suppor tod i t s d i v i s i o n i n th.e e r c i - ' i r f - of •,!vi ih^.K ;-.:"i'-.;p, vi'i.-'.hou-'; a b r i r ' . g e . 
A l l n - lOs and o t h j r cor.bat vehic^^'a ' j o r o iM''\'Cf. ;i. eve/ *,he 7T.'.^.'!';~^rurTn^"^ri"ood 
s t ag e " on p o n t o n f e r r i e s v/ i thaet I c s j . no'j/i-..:;i.'-.t-Lnding the i u t o n a o enen.y r o -
s i3 ta ; . ce encounte red i n the b> ic^T..'!.ca,-'.. i r , •nn.^ m c ' - s s a r y t o v.-ithdraw 
tho b a t t a l i o n .-ia t h ' i s i n e :cu^-o. O.'hc .-y£-;ei r'evn:oee..! h i r e sheu ld so l ve , t o 
sone e x t e n t the p r o b l e u c f ( ,ct\ ' . i,-; ta . ; ' ' ; u,^sc"oyer w.iapons i n t o br idgeheads w i t h ­
ou t l o ss o f t i n e . •i.-, '.>'t ?r'.i!'. Je . ; t rcye: - i i 7 : .;;;aoe ) . 

7 . _77_6TH T.'J"-: M'.-V-.'.'V: iT'R a.'.r.'.'.^.Tc:' 

a . . C-.. *-V -v.--\.jn^ ei ' f : .-e;ib?r 194^ t h o cneny launohad a l o c r i l 
a t t a c k . ' A ' ' O- . ; - . . . ! - r .jc-.ei ye.^ t-.'.v, ::.z ae-thoap-^ ef cv.ii'.Iia.-.CH v/ i th a l l 
t a n k appro;-ehe.i .^Cvc-.d- Or.j gu-". .'•tioa'Ko.-; ov.t a ?anthe-.' a t 2C0 y...-ds w i t h ono 
round o f dOni' -he v.i..? i.ad-^ . n the s i do and e . i rnsr o f t h e t a n k r i g h t 
above t h e d r i v e r • "he a h;.l.e abruc tv/n .'""eet i n diamot.-jr and s topped 
th6 t a n k c o l d - Oni f.re-'v nc:'.S--r j d . j i t j . i . T ; x d cn tne baek deck f o r a 
bazooka. He was r u i i ' i . ' . y ' . i e j . i .1-'.ed v . i t i i a r o';'.;.d e f I lC. The uaiilc b u r n e d . Ono 
round oaoh o f i^' anJ I " ' • ; .pj,\a.,d. 

*'ror.i t'ne <;--.r'c n ; - - i t . on - i . : . t ;he ' d c t - o/ev f c t p.-.nthor a t about 
1000 y a r d s . Ti.'C h i t - wor ? ro.-"- J on t a i e -^an':. oi-.e i n t v- i t . b y A? , Y.'hich-
b low the t r a c k r f f . a n ' j oî >... ..• i i i r . d ci t'. r r e t , -.-.•icb ol-^w a ho lo 
about s i r . incho3 i-n e i c . i e t i - v I ~ A n^.de I ' - j ge er:.e::£ f r ; eru-^i •: s i d e o f -̂ ne 
t u r r e t , , blov/ bhe b r ^ ..eh t ' .o i -k of?:., t h a n Lie.-/ Oi-f a r e ; t h . 1 ; e f tho t u r r e t t o p . 
Th i s t u r r e t hi-c wi.c- a •'j-degree h i t f r o n the e ^ r p e n d i e u l a r . The t u r r e t 
b u r n o d , b u t no t the en-Uire t a n k . 

b . Conpany ' A'' uras i n d i r e c t s u p p o r t o f 71st I n f a n t r y ' i o g inen t i n tho 
a t t a c k on HiiCi'i:ii^/E.''. ?he 2nd ? la too-n. i n p o s i t i o n on t'ae d o c i n a t i n g ground 
west o f "JKriG, £Uj;ij,>i'ted t:ie J r d 3 t . ' t t r . l i o n . The i n f a n t r y rLOved axons a g a i n s t 
l i g h t ' r e . ^ i i t a i i c c u n c i j i t oand t o ' . t h e r a i l r o a d t r a c : : , v.here i t v.-as pini--ed down 
by S n a i l arna f i r o f r o a a m o r o d . y o h i c l a s . sSooause our i u X a n t r y was so c l o se t o 



-j SECRET ^ "y, 

7 . 776TH nm DESTROYER B..TTiJiIOi:i . ( C o n t ' d ) 

t h a enony our f r i e i i d l y u r t i l l o r y c ou ld n o t bo used . Tho t o n k d e s t r o y e r p l o t o o n 
l o a d e r , who was a t tho I n f a n t r y B a t t a l i o n o b s e r v a t i o n pos t w i t h a b a t t e r y p a c k , 
c a l l e d h i s guns und i d a n t i f i o d tho t a r g e t , Tluroo r o a i d s o f HE woro f i r o d a t 
4200 ya rds and t h o t h i r d r ound dropped r i g h t i n tho oneny a m o r o d h a l f t r a c k 
c a u s i n g i t t o b u m . Tho crow was k i l l e d . The v o h i o l o was d u g - l n , r o i n f o r c o d 
b j ' r a i l r o a d t i o s , and w e l l oanouf lugodr A t o t a l o f e i g h t rounds wore f i r o d 
d e s t r o y i n g o i l enony r o s i s t o n o o aiv, a l t h o u g h our i n f a n t r y was a l n o s t i n tho 
enemy l i n o s , no rounds f a l l on our i n f a n t r y . 

Tho I n f a n t r y t h o n 'i ' ' :; ' j-..iod i n t o t h o t o w n , and t h o t a n k d o s t r o y o r s 
d e s t r o y ed the u p s t a i r s o f bu i Ju ' . n ga . v fh ioh wore onony s t r o n g p o i n t s , w h i l e our 
i n f a n t r y occupied t h o lower f l o o r s . 'JJiis c l o se s u p p o r t was p o s s i b l e because t h e 
p l a t o o n l oader was ab l e t o c o m u r d c a t e V f i t h h i s p l a t o o n and i n n o d l a t o l y t ako 
undor f i r o any onony t a r g e t s des i gna t ed by t h o i n f a n t r y i n a d d i t i o n t o those he 
p i ck ed up h t . i s o l f . Tho p l a t o o n l o a d e r was ab l e t o koop i n f o rmed o f our f r o n t 
l i n e s and p reven t ed rounds f a l l i n g s h o r t on f r i e n d l y i n f a n t r y . ( S - 3 , 776 th Tank 
D o s t r o y o r B a t t a l i o n ) . ' 

8 . D07TH T J J K DESTROr̂ ^R B i J L X I O r (ToTrod)i 

" . . . A se rgeant f r o n Caipoiiy " A " o f t h o e 0 7 t h spoke Goman f l u e n t l y 
and had a g roa t booming v o i o o , b o t h o f v jh ioh woro used t o o x c a l l o n t advantage 
a g a i n s t tho enony . U a u a l l y a f t e r s e v e r a l rounds f r » i t h r o o - i n c h guiB had boon 
f i r e d a t s t r o n g p o i n t s , t h e i r f i r o wou ld bo e i l o n c e d and t ! io s o r goan t wou ld 
shout orders , t o t h o Germans f o r t h e i r sur roa ido r . The f i r o o f the t h r o o - i n c h 
guns cor ib inod v ; i t h tho l u s t y v o i c o o f the serge to i t was d i r e c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
t h o Surrender o f ono hundred and s i x t y Gomau p r i s o n e r s . " (Repo r t o f A c t i o n , 
8 0 7 t h Tanl:^ Des t r oye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

9 . ,614?I'. TAir.: DESTr.CYER a.TTALIOHt 

" . . . Good oonooaloO p o s i t i o n s on t h o f lan;cs o f t w i k approaches e n ­
ab l ed my p l a t o o n t o knock ou t e i g h t Pi.>nther t j a iks i n a r e c e n t a c t i o n a s t r i d o 
t h o I.^EIJEL-ivUSTEN Road. A l l o f n y guns woro knocked out b u t I was ab lo t o 
evacuate one o f th . - d e s t r o y e r s , l l y l a s t two r o n a i n i n g U-lOs woro engag ing two 
a t t a c k i n g Panthers T ;h ioh woro suppor tod by f o u r ovenva t ch ing P i . n t h d r s . Tho 
f i r s t Panther had boon h i t vfhen an ovc;nK..tchins t a n k secured a h i t oc the t u r r e t 
o f ono o f tho K - l O s , wounding t h o l o a d e r u.nd a s s i s t a n t d r i v e r . Tho crow, e x ­
c ep t t h o gunner , evacuated the v o h i c l o and removod tho two v/ounded. The-gunnor 
c o n t i n u e d f i r i n g and Jniockod out tho l o a d i n g P a n t h o r . The gunner t h e n dropped 
coT/n i n t o t h e d r i v e r ' s seat and drove avKiy undor t h o cover o f f ou r . s r i ok . j po t s 
p l aced by o the r nonbors o f t h o p l a t o o n . " ( P l a t o o n Loader , 6 1 4 t h Tank Des t roye r 
B a t t a l i o n : FTcr.i B a t t l e E^^perionoes l ! o . 9 , Headquar ters European Thoator o f 
O p e r a t i o n s , dated 11 Obcer.ber 1 9 4 4 ) . . . . 

' . , . SECTIOIi I I I 

T ; J S ; DL'3r::0Yx;R. TACTICS'• 

I: . 'J-QTHE:; raoSio i ! ro^ T I S T;.I?;: DEST:--OYER;' •' " 

774th Tank D e s t r o y e r i . ' a t t a l i o n r o p o r t o d n o v o l onp loynont o f 3" t a n k 
d o s t r o y o r guns . Duo t o the shoi-tago o f 155 a n n u n i t - i o n , a 3 " t a n l : d o s t r o y e r g u n . 
was p l aced i n p o s i t i o n bes ide a l&br.m s o l f - p r o p o l l o d g u n . Tho t a n k d o s t r o y o r 
r o g i s t o r o d on a p i l l b o x u n t i l si^o. :'-nj a d i r e c t h i t . Data was g i v e n t o ISSnca 
crow and a d j u s t e d . T"ne 155-in frvvi s c o r o d a d i r e c t h i t v d t h tho f i r s t round 
f i r e d . ( C o m a n d i n g O i f i a e r . . 7 v4 th T u r k - D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) . EDITOR'S HOTEi 
ITot o guaran tood procedure 

2 . SUPPORT Vs A?T:.Ch':,lKIT; 

Fron oxpor i enco i t i s our c o n c l u s i o n t h a \o t a n k d o s t r o y o r conponios 
are bos t onployod i n , o s u p p o r t i n g r a t h e r t n a n c n a t t a c h e d r o l o . TTith t h i s 
method i n o f f o o t , t h o conpany comu.nders and p l a t o o n ' l e ado r s havo an o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o use t h e i r i n i t i a t i v e and kno>jlodgo o f t a n k d o s t r o y o r t a c t i c s . I t i s our 
b e l i e f t h a t t h o r e s u l t i n g c o o r d i n a t i o n l eads t o a ' n o r o s a t i s f a c t o r y cmp loynon t . 
(Convoonding O f f i c e r , 6 1 0 t h Tank Des t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) * 

. • ' v - ' B - •• i . ' 
" SECRET , 



3 . OPEi?i-.TIOKS J\X inSIiT AIH) OPEH-.TIOITS I I I TOODS: 

a . I t has boon tho oxpor ionoe o f t h i s b a t t c l i o n > t h a t t a n k dos t royo i ' s 
s h o u l d bo ho l d t o n i n i n u n uso i n aiiy n i g h t o p e r a t i o n s . Even i f t l i o t a r g e t nay 
bo i l l u n i n r . t o d by f l w o s , the t a n k d o s t r o y o r guniv ir is* n o t u c l l y o n l y t b l o t o 
f i r o ono s h o t , bodauso o f t h o b l i n d i n g o f f o o t caused by t h e t e r r i f i c f l a s h . By 
t h e t i n e tho g u n n e r ' s eye s i g h t i s a g i . i n r o a d j u s t e d , h i s p o s i t i o n has beoono 
vo r y vu l r^orab lo t o oneny a n t i - t a n k f i r o . (Co imf inding O f f i c e r ^ 6 1 0 t h ^^ar.k Dos­
t r o y o r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

b . I n n i g h t a t t a c k s w i t h tanlcs , tho J e r r y t a r A c omande r always leads 
h i s t a l i : , i n the da rk t o i t s f i n a l p o s i t i o n . Tho ootnr.mndor w i l l i n v a r i a b l y 
shout l o u d l y h i s connarids t o t h a d r i v e r (who i s n o t ' b u t t o n e d up. ' ) and t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n nakes an o x o e l l e n t t a r g e t oven i n the d a r k . I n f c j i t r y and t a n k des ­
t r o y e r s w i l l do v . 'o l l t o f i r o a t tho SOUiTD o f the odnnandor ' s v o i o o , a l s o a t t h o 
t a n l : i t s e l f t o k i l l t l i o d r i v e r . ( b l S t l i Tank D o s t r o y o r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

o . Thu v/oodod ar.d noun ta inous t e r r a i n p r o son t od p rob l ens t h a t h e r e t o ­
f o r e had no t been encountered i n FHAIICE. Tiie novcnent o f the t a n k d e s t r o y e r s 
r e q u i r e d e x t e n s i v e f o o t reconna issance on t h e p a r t o f tho P l a t o o n Con.nandors 
and Ch i e f s o f S e c t i o n i n o rde r t o f i n d f a v o r a b l e t r a i l s by w h i c h tho d o s t r o y o r s 
c o u l d koop up w i t h the I n f a n t r y and g i ve i t the nooossary s u p p o r t i n g f i r e s . How­
e v e r , t h i s n o v e r n n t o f the tanlc d o s t r o y o r s ov^r s e o n i n g l y i i i p o s s i b l o r o u t e s , 
t h r o u g h v/oods and ovar h i l l r.iassos, p a i d b i g d i v i d e n d s i n t h a t i t allov/ed tho 
d e s t r o y e r s t o s u r p r i s e the onony v r i t h d e v a s t a t i n g f l a n k f i r e . 

The .30 c a l i b e r naoh ino gun nountod on t h o f r a - . t o f t h e t u r r e t 
proved o f g r e a t va lue ag t - ins t enony i n f a n t r y , e s p e c i a l l y i n wooded t e r r a i n . 
Th i s gun a l s o a c t s as an o x o o l l i ; n t s e c u r i t y weapon f o r t h o t a n k d e s t r o y e r s 
v ;h i l o i n n i g h t f i r i n . g p o s i t i o n s . O f t e n ti-!i..;S t h e oneny has a t t empted t o i n ­
f i l t r a t e tra-ough our f r o n t l i n o s w i t h the o b j e c t o f a t t a c k i n g f r i e n d l y a m o r 
p l aced i n n e d i a t e l y beh ind tho l i n e s . 

d . V.'hilo o p e r a t i n g i u t h e •.T5JES ! X'iJ'rTnirS and i n tho FOREST o f Rj'OI-
nE.'?''/ILIi;RS, i t v/as o f t e n f ound t l u . t proet-r f e e t reoonnaissanoo over mounta inous 
and wooded t r a i l s v/ould r e v e r . l an un-sole v/o i . l th o f t r a i l s by v;hioh t a n k d e s t r o y * 
o rs c o u l d bo b r ough t up i n t o p o s i t i o n a n a s u r p r i s e tho c'neny w i t h f i r e on r o a r 
and f l a u } : s . ( 301s t Tank D o s t r o y o r i i . ; t t a l i o n ) . 

4 . CUB PUJIES OXS.TVE FOR T.TK DK.^TROYtaS; 

a . The 654 th Ti.i± Do«troyor B a t t a l i o n has ass igned one o f i t s Recon­
naissance Conp^ry o f f i o o r s t ) ie f u l l t i n e d u t y as j . i r Obse r ve r . T h i s o f f i c e r 
i s s t a t i o n e d * tho D i v i s i o n / . i r S t r i p t .hrcugheut the day l i f . ;h t h o u r s . Since 
r.oconnaissanoe Conpa'uy h a s b e e n au the r i z e ( ; an a d e i t i o n a l o f f i c e r , t h i s has no t 
i n any v.r.y inp-.- irea tha o f f i c e r s t r a u - t h o f .the Conp:.ny. / . I t h o u j h t h i s o f f i c e r 
does, on Occas ion , a c t '..s an . • . r t i l l e r y Observe r , h i s p r l n a r y r . i i s s i o : i i s t h a t 
o f an Obser-r.'r f o r t h i s b a t t a l i o n . I n a . h d t i o n t o c o n s t a n t l y o b s e r v i n g f o r 
a c t i o n o f oneny cjr-.oree e l e - i e n t s , t h i s observer i s a v a i l a b l e t o check any 
area on r e q u e s t . The c o r j l U n i c - . t i e n procedure haa boon made an Annex t o t h e 
3 5 t h D i v i s i o n A n t i - i i o c h a n i i e d .S.O.P. i J id i s as f e l l o v r a : 

THion. an. enony a m o r a d f o r c e i s r e p o r t e d , tho Tank Dos t r oyo r Obser­
ver or an . ' . r t i l l e r y . . i r Observer v f i l l be assig'.io.-l t o l o c a t e tho r e p o r t e d onony 
and tho Tank Dos t roye r B a t t a j . i e n Co- i i a i ce r be n o t i f i e d by tho f a s t e s t 
p e s s i b l o means. Tho ran i : Dostroy.Tr i l ^ t t a i ' . i o u Comander v . ' i l l d o t o r n i n o w h i c h •; 
Tank Dos t r o y e r CO!-i?any i a t o engage T:he enony f o rce and v . ' i l l n o t i f y tho ' ' ' ' 
Cenpanj' Co.-ruj?.''or by r a d i o on tho 6C.4th j . ' ank. re .^ t iover B a t t a l i o n c h a n n e l . . 
The Conpany Commander w i l l t h e n c o n t a c t the . . r t i l l e r y Observer on the ; . i r - - ' 
Ground n e t t j i d i n f o r t . i h i i i t>hat ha i a ready t o pro '^oed - . . ' i th the m i s s i o n . 

Tho Company :a.i:.vi.'j?.dor w i l l o _ l l tho p i . . t o o n l eader or p l a t o o n 
l oade rs on tho Conpanj' oh;..m.ol and a3 .? ign t h e i r n i ^ s i o n s , vAereupon, tho 
ass igned loader or leader." v . ' i l l svrito'.! she i r radio '? t o t h a ; . i r - G r o u n d n e t and • 
the des i gna t ed de 'streyors. vn.\  :v . - ' .tc ' ! t o the A l r - C r c u n d not. , a t the sor.io t i n e 
r c v o r s i n g t h o i r v j K i c l p i t " a ' n i ; ! / ' c a t i o n p ; . n a l s . r.nien the pane ls orb r e v e r s e d , ' 
p u t t i n g tho w h i t e sa'jc , i t \ . i LI ina ic i - . te t h a t they hoar the transTaiss io 'n 
and i d e n t i f y t h c n s o l v e i ixiC t h e i r p o s i t i o n s t o t.ho A i r Obse rve r . 

Then Tanl: Des t roye r Co:.ipanie3 are ass igned t o the d i r e c t s u p p o r t 
o f a Combat Toon . J i d t h j i n i t i a l r o p o r t o f onouy a r m o r e d - a c t i v i t y o r i g i n a t e s 



> _ . ' SECRET 

4". CUD PUiWES OBSERVE FOR T;jnc DESTROYERS ( C o n t ' d ) "A . J _ _ _ _ I 

i r t t h i n t h o Combat Toam a r o u , tho c s s i gnod Tank D o s t r o y o r Conpony Commandor 
w i l l I n n o d i a t o l y i n i t i a t e a c t i o n I n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h tho ass igned obsorvor . 
and T r i l l n o t i f y the B a t t a l i o n Coniandor a t tho o u r l i e s t p o s s i b l e o p p o r t u n i t y . 
Upon t h a c o m p l e t i o n o f tho m i s s i o n , a l l r a d i o s i n Tank Dos t r oyo r s and Tank 
D o s t r o y o r v o h i c l o s v d l l bo sw i t ched br.ok t o t h o i r n o m a l c h a n n e l s . 

To f a o i l i t a t o t h o abo-/o and t o i d o n t i f y tho Tank D o s t r o y o r s , tho 
c a l l l e t t e r s have boon p r i n t e d i n b lac ! : on the w h i t e s i d e o f t h o i r p a n e l s . 
The pane l s t j o l o f t w i t h t h o i r w h i t e s i do dovTn u n t i l t h o y are a c t u a l l y w o r k ­
i n g w i t h tho ; . l r Observe r . 

By r i g g i n p an S C E 6 ? 8 v.- ith o f o u r irdro cab le a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 5 0 
f o o t i n l e n g t h , wo i .re ab).o t c ::eoe c. I f u d Speaker and a microphone T17 i n -
tho command p o s t - Th is . SOR 6 0 8 i s l i n l - d i n the A i r Channel and t h u s wo have 
c o n n u n l c a t i o n w i t h tho A i r Obso rva r . By m o n i t o r i n g tho t r a n s m i s s i o n s over 
t h i s n e t wo p i c ! : up much v t . l uab l o i n f o m i i t i o n . (Conriandlhg O f f i c e r , 654th Tank 
D o s t r o y o r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

b . Each o f our t o n k d o s t r o y e r p l a t o o n s I s tunod I n on tho o b s o r v a t i o n 
p iano channe l a t a i ] f . m e i d v r i n g d a y l i g h t h o u r s . TTo havo had oons i d e rab l o 
success w i t h a i r g r . v n d . ^ o o r d i n u t i o n ar j j o o o p o r a t i o n i n t h i s t h o a t r o . I n ono 
case , a cub p lane spetteO Goruo.n tarJrs i n f r o n t o f ono o f our t a n k d o s t r o y e r 
p o s i t i o n s . Unrb:..o 1:.-. r each tho p a r l i c u l o r p l a t o o n by r a d i o ' t h e p i l o t dropped 
a no te on tho novoment o f the onony t anks t j i d s u c c e s s f u l l y warned tho t a n k 
d e s t r o y e r s o f the pvosenoo o f t u n k a . Our oonmand pos t a l s o m o n i t o r s a l l cub 
t r a n s m i s s i o n s as a di. j ' . v i o - rhnok on p o s s i b l e t ( .nk and a m o r movements. 
(Commanding O f f i c e r , 60. 's t l a : J t Des t roye r B a t t a l i o i . ) . 

•5." T ; J X DESTROYER SUPPORT o r R I T J R cROssino i 

A l t h o u g h i t tn.s i m p o s s i b l e f o r tho Dos t r o yo r s t o c ross tho S/JJi RIVER 
u n t i l a b r i d g e had been c o n s t r u c t e d , tho gun cor .p t j i i os o f t h i s b a t t a l l u n s u p ­
p o r t e d tho Combat Teams by f i r i n g fr . im p o s i t i o n s on the f r i e n d l y ( r e s t ) s i do 
o f t h e r i v e r w h i l o one p i t . t o o n naneuvereO t o tho s o u t h and crossod the r i v e r 
i n tho s e c t o r o f tho d i v i s i o n on our r i ^ h t . T'vo onony t i j i k s wore des t r oyed 

. by f l r i n j , across the r i v e r . (Conannding O f f i c e r , 6 5 4 t h TnrJ: Dos t r oyo r 
' B a t t a l i o n ) . 

6 . co\'E.^I:'G Tcrris rnc:* CT /rrrnn.-

• Ono p l - . t o o n l e ade r VT-S r.'.T-.yc: f r j T ' h i ? b e t t e r j u d p i e n t by the i n s i s -
tcnoo o f tl'.e I n f a n t r y B a t t a l i o n CeT.-,-:iaj>.der r.he.^e b l t t - l i e n h : y'.i s u p p o r t i n g 
and mbved I l l s p i . toen f r o : i ;. poa> ' ; ien cn t h ' cuts i ' . 'o r f a t^rr. t o a p o s i t i o n 
T d t h i n the tov.r: \;here /lO C f u l d ne t as adequa t e l y a f f o r d a n t i - t a r i p r o t e c t i o n . 
The ohr-nge was nado a t r d j h t and r .-suited i n tho p i , . t e e n ' s T ier ing back t o 
i t s o r i g i n a l p o s i t i o n t h e fe l lc- , . - in3 m- r rd r - g . (Corr .anding O f f i c e r , 654th Tank 
Des t r oye r 3 a t t : . l i o n ) . 

"7.- coTCiaiiG vomz OF T . J X DESTROYER •:o75:.s;n' BY A ; C I L L S R Y F I P J : ! 

I n a r e c e n t t a r k engagement \ 7 i t h e'or Tank D e s t r o y e r s , a p l a t o o n 
l i e u t e n a n t found i t neossr.ary t o move h i s g'ans f o r w a r d t o engage tho onony. 
He c a l l e d f o r an a r t ; 11 ; r , - b a r r - . p j on the eje:r..- t ; . : i k s . Th is s e r ved frivo p u r ­
poses : ( 1 ) i t cau'?ev -ho tacJ:-; t o ' b iC. r n : aud ( ' i ^ n i . ; in ly . . -• t h o o x p l o d i n g 
s h e l l s c o m p l e t e l y • . - lu r ' l e t tr.e .--e-n-il i ' - i j : ' .-J0 moto rs t -o rn ing over and 
mov ing up t o f i r i r r , P i J - i - ^ ' em- Iiy .-.c.r:;-. j i . - v n d o f •i-ho t a n k d e s t r o y e r s 
no-r ing -up, he v,-ar ab i e t e o i - i , - ; - e n e n y ' . - u ' i - ',1'.. r k If?- C4id Kark Vs) and 
knock out t h r o o T f i t h . r c J.'iss -'.o . e i m . e \ i . '.,'r,.'-i r - t h . J o f c a l l i n g f o r ^ . r t i l l e r y 
and ovon a m o r t a r b a r r . . g e i.s ' . . . l i t j vc:\3; ..ztoi j i\: c o v e r i u g the sound o f 
moving t an ) : d o s t r o y e r E . .'.Ca.-m--nd:.nf O f r i o e r . . t. ' .Jxh TarJ: Do ' i t r c yo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

.. - ^ 
8 . CUTTING P)T.l-!. THTTIS mil A fC ; ' . 

« iThon tho Ir..ra;c.rv - . i ^ t t ? . ' . ! ' n h'.'s p l a t o o n was s u p p o r t i n g was ho l d up 
by .onon j ' s m a l l i.rn>.<i f:,.re . - . j n i n ; . . ' " i ' m ; eusos, L i q u t e r j c n t McIJaagh-., P l a t o o n 
Loader , F i r s t ?. ' : .topii,. '.•.aip.i;''y ' P " ; ' jj'-.d'oavorod t o f i i - ' r en the houses w i ^ t h l l E 
b u t c ou l d n o t c V c - : r a h.'.t d-.i.-i t o -f-'oe'.-i/in f r o n t -of the houses . Tho. t r e e s 
wore , " c u t down" w i t h /.PC --T^i c.ion PS • ' T O ' ! rj.r|jd on the houHos.. i s - a r e s u l t o f 
t h i s e f f e c t i v e f i r e . .-hieuty ( 2 0 ) oiio-iy t o \ d i o r > . w a r e k i l l e d otid f i f t y - f o u r ( 5 4 ) 
s u r r o n d o r o d i (Cora-ianding O f f i c c r ' i ' 664^h'Ta:U: Dos t r oyo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 
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9« ANOTHER M T / X I O N OSES POIJTT SYSTEM OH lI/J»Si 

T h i s b a t t c l l o n uaea c n u n b r i a a l p o i n t systo ih f o r n o i c i n g roady mnp 
r o f o r o n c G S . Each p r o n i n o i i t t e r r a i n f e a t u r e on the raap i s g i v on a number, 
j j l o v e r l a y i s p reparod and d i s t r i b u t e d t o a l l s t a f f s o c t i o a s and companies . 
Hot o n l y doos t h i s f a c i l i t a t e mere r a p i d r.-ifarcnoo b u t i s an a i d - t o s e c u r i t y . 
(Commanding O f f i c e r , 65- i th Tank D o s t r o y o r B u ' i t a l l o n ) . 

1 0 . SITUATION RE?0P.TSi 

T h i s b a t t a l i o n has usod v e r y s u c c e s s f u l l y , c. oedo method i n g e t t i n g 
tho s i t u a t i o n r e p o r t f rom tho companies. A f i v o pa rag raph r e p o r t i s r eques ted 
d a i l y , and a t ; j i y o t h e r t tmo deemed necessa ry , c o n s i s t i n g o f j 

1 . L o c a t i o n ( i n c l u d i n g Company CP's and p l a t o o n s ) 
2 . Personne l c a s u a l t i e s and K.'s c a p t u r e d . 
5 . Enemy o q u i p n c n t des t r eyed ix.a ov.-n equipment 

d:jnagod or l e s t . 
4 . i.;.'xi-c'.nition expended. 
5 . u - . 3 o l i n o n e o d e d . 

I n r^aking those r e p o r t s o n l y tho number o f tho pa rag raph i s r e f e r r e d t o . 
(Commandir^g O f f i c e r . , S.iOth Tank D e s t r c y e r 3 a t T : a l i c n ) . , 

1 1 . TTE S T T L L VL'^ : ! I??;-KE5i 

On the r i o r n i n g o f the 2 8 t h o f ITo'/ember 1944 tho 3 rd P l - . t o on , Company 
" C " , . . . Tank Dos-croyer B a t t a l i v ^ n v,x.s asked t o s u p p o r t tho a t t a c k on t h e 
tov.-n o f . •. . F rance , by r o d u o i n g by d i r e c t f i r e c e r t a i n s t r o n g p o i n t s e x ­
pec ted i n tho town and t h e r e a f t e r t o secure the town f ram c o u n t e r a t t a c k . Tho 
3 r d B a t t a l i e n , . . . I n f a n t r y v<as t o a t t a c k f rom . . . and secure b o t h f l a n k s 
o f tho a x i s o f advt j ico by moving one o) ! .pany :o t h e r i j h t er s o u t h o f the road 
and one company t o the l e f t or uo r t ! \f the r o a d . 

Elements o f t h o b c . t t a l i ) n •.'.•ere r . ; ; i c r t c d t e have reached t h o odgo o f 
t h e tovm on t h o west and t h e t a n l : destr i -y .^r p l a t e o n \:;.r, t o advance a t 0930 
and moat an i n f r j i t r y o f f i c e r a t the rci-.d Dloo!- a t tho \;est e-Jgo o f the to»m 
f rom w h i c h p lace ho would p o i n t out t h e t-.'.rgets the tarJc d e s t r o y e r s v;ero t o 
r educe . 

Tho p l a t o o n ad-vcjicod as sohodulod w i t h t h r o o guns moving f o r w a r d a l o n g 
the road and ono a c t i n g as o v e r w a t c h . H a l f - w . y botvrcon t h e ovor\.-atohing 
d e s t r o y e r cjid t h e r oadb l o ck tho 2nd t a i i l : d e s t r o y e r v.x.s t a ' : o n un^'.er f i r e by 
an a n t i - t a n k gun and a t r a c k knocked o f f . Subsequent l y a second sho t f r o n 
t l i o same. gun s e t t h e t e j i k d o s t r o y o r on f i r e . Tho o the r U:c guns proooec*ed t o 
the road b l o c k v;hero t h e y found enony i n x ' a n t r y i n c ons i d ; r i . b l o f o r c e ..nd nono 
c f our i n f a n t r y , t h e p l a t o o n l o a f ' e r ' s d . ^ t r e y - r was h i t by a panzer f^ .ust 
(German Bazooka) en t h o f i ; x l d r i v e hous ing wh i o l i p e i , e t r a t ed the hous ing from 
the f r o n t b u t d i d n o t i i . m e b i l i z o t h e veVi ic lo a n d , a f t e r f i r i n g HE a n d .50 
c a l i b e r .iiu.ehino guns a t the i n f a n t r y i n t i i e t ev .n , gur.s j= l a n d =jk5 wore f o r c e d 
t o mevo away f rom tho b u i l d i n g s . 

I n b a c k i n g and t u r n i n g : j -ound t h e p lo . toon l e a d e r ' s t r j i k d o s t r o y o r 
booane s t u c k i n t i i e mud and was h i t by t h r o o rounds f rom another a n t i - t i u i k 
g u n . The gunner was k i l l e d and the p l a t o o n l e a d e r v.'o'unded. Thoso s h ' t s r e n ­
dered t h o gun i n e p o r a t i v o . Two othor'nomber« o f the crow v;ora k i l l e d by s n a i l 
arms r j i d n o r t f . r f i r o as t h e y abandoned tho t a n k d o s t r o y o r . Tank Dos t r o y e r # S ' 
r e t u r n e d urJ iamsd t o s t a r t i n g p o s i t i o n . 

D u r i n g tho o n t i r o a c t i o n the o ve rwa toh ing t a n k d e s t r o y e r had observed 
tho f l a s h o f tho a n t i - t a n l : guns and a t t c n p t e d t o f i r e bu t the f i r i n g neohan isn 
f a i l e d t o f u n c t i o n . T h i s t/as l a t e r f ound t o bo duo t o a woijc f i r i n g p i n s p r i n g . 

Tho i n f a n t r y who wore t o advance a l o n g tho f l a n k s had mot g r e a t e r 
r o s i s t a n c d t h a n ar ;.:.e?.vat ;d ',md .".Jd no t c l . j a r - t h o . . n t i - t a n k g-̂ sn p o s i t i u n s o r 
r oach tho r oad biec.': i ' , r i - i . ' . .\f."'>.'~ tho foi-eg'^in,-; a,- . t in; i '.-.id .-.akor. p l t . c o . 

Ho p r i e r r-.';o.E.'.:.ii.?ar.';' .o i ' r - ' . L r . r-. i . ; ,.u r IVJ r , r .3 ^ i\n\a f i r o and 
no roconnalssauoo v / a y . i v . t h ' . r^.i-ce icllov/jc". o:- t ' j be f o l l o w e d by the 
I n f a n t r y , t o dotor.^.ino ch-.t .Uiter-Aociu. ' io p o s i t i o n a t t h o road b l o c k wr.s 
socuro be f o r e tho t a n k d e s t r o y e r p l a t > o h ' s t i u - t o J f o r t h a t p o i n t . 



1 1 . TTE S T I L L VJ£r mST iJJ lS i . ( C o n t ' d ) ,' ' . y 

Tho l o s s o f t h o tT ;o guns i s a t t r i b u t e d t o i ( 1 ) poor c o o r d i n a t i o n 
w i t h tho i n f a n t r y ; ( 2 ) tho n o o h a n i o u l f a i l u r e o f tho f i r i n g niocht.nisn o f tho 
o v o r w a t c h i n g t a n l : d o s t r o y o r s ; and ( 3 ) l a c k o f r - iccnnoissanco t o d o t o r n i n o t h e 
socuri t j/- o f tho i n t o r n o d i a t o p o s i t i o n a t tho rdud b l o c k . ( F r o n r e p o r t o f 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n by . < . Tank D o s t r o y o r i i a t t i . l i o n ) . 

1 2 . . F I R I ! i p AT LOE.: PuJ-QES! ' . 

R e c e n t l y ti.-:^re liavo boon nur.-.ercus i n s t a n c e s ' o f t a n k d o s t r o y o r s f i r i n g 
n t tanks f r o n l o n g r ang iS (3500 t o 4200 y a r d s ) . I n sono, cases t h e t anks h n v o 
b o o n d e s t r o y e d , nore o f t i ^ n t h e tanks got a-v.-ay. Our p r e s e n t t a n k d o s t r o y o r 
guns arc a d n i t t o d l y capable o f kn i j 'Ok ing out tanks a t 4000 yards b u t n t t h i s 
range odds a r e a g a i n s t us. Hero are sono reasons why i 

a . A t 1500 y . rds ra'-igo o i t i i ' t t i o n i s a ccura t e and w i t h a naxlmum 
o r d i n a t e o f 14 f e e t ( 3 " gu".} a h H or tho f i r s t round i s a s s u r e d . A t 4000 
y a r d s , howovpr, range o s - c i D a t l o n i s d i f f i c u l t and w i t h a n a x i n u n o r d i n u t o o f 
137 f o o t s e v e r a l r a n g i n g shots T ) i l l bo necessa ry . 

b . A t 1500 yards the 3" p r o j e c t i l e r e l eases sono 70 ,000 ,000 
f oo t -pounds o f onor. jy on s t r i ! : i n g . A t 4000 yards tho p r o j e c t i l e has l o s t nore 
t l i a n h a l f i t s onerg;/, r e l a r . s i r - g o n l y 30 ,000 ,000 f oo t -pounds — a much s o f t e r 
punch . 

c . Limg r m g o f i r i n g d i s o l o s o s our p o s i t i o n s p r o n a t u r o l y . 

A oonpar^i' connander o f t i i o 6 1 0 t h Tank Des t r oye r B a t t a l i o n who has 
des t r oyed t c j i ks a t 4000 ya rds has made an o x o e l l e n t c e m e n t on tho s u b j e c t , 
saying-. " I do n e t recoraend f i r i n g a t l o n g ranges , b u t ' w e can d e s t r o y t anks 
a t l ong ranges v.-Sien nooossary t o p r o t : ; c t the i r . f a x i t r y " . • 

SSCTIOIT " iV 

; • • IMTEIi lGZircS KTSS 

1 . EQUiRiD-rr 

a . •i:OT£Z 01' PZ KPFff TIGER, MODEL B (EXTRJ'.CTED FROI ! VJJi OFFICE T E C H -
ITIC;X I lT5LLIGI: : ;Ci: SU-I .J-? .Y. !T0 7~146, l e 0CT0BKR~1944J ' • 

( 1 ) " ' e i g h t , i n a c t i o n 66 tons 3.8 c w t . 
( 2 ) Crovf 5 (CoTLnande r , gunner , l e a d e r , 'Iff/T 

o p e r a t o r , d r i v e r ) . 
( 3 ) A m o r : Ro.'.led p l a t e o f h.3n!jgenoeu3 raaohineable q u a l i t y , ' ' 

except f o r gun n i . n t i e t . , cupola. , a n d exhaust b r a c k e t s , w h i c h are c a s t i n g s . 
T h i n apron p l a t e s , p r obab l y o f n i l ; ' , s t e e l , extended f r o n the b o t t o n o f t h e 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s ides t o the t o p o f t h e t r a c k and are spaced 2 f t . 11 i n . 
f r o n the h u l l s i d e s . 

( 4 ) w.manent 
( a ) T u r r e t : Ono 8.8 on KwK43 and c o a x i a l 7 . 9 2 ^ MG 3 4 . 

Cupola has f i t t i n g s f o r MG a e u n t i n g ( F l i o g o r b e s o h u s s g e r a t ) . 
( b ) H u l l : 7.92 nn HG 34 b a l l mounted en o f f S t d a o f g l a c i s 

p l a t e . 
( c ) M i s c e l l a n e o u s : J I sneko. p r o j o o t i n g d e v i c e , v f i t h 360 " t r o -

v o r s o , i s nountod en t h o o f f s i d e o f t h o c en t r e , p o r t i o n o f t h e t u r r e t r o o f . 
( d ) 0.8 cm gun : B r i e f p a r t i c u l a r s are as f o l l o w s : 

E l o - v a t i o n : - C ° t o / 15 " ( n u t and screw mechanism) 
F i r i n g H e o h a n i s m : I i l o o t r i o , i n c o r p o r a t i n g n o m a l s a f e t y dev ices 
B u f f e r : I - ; v d r au l i c . 
Recupe ra t o r : Hydro -pneumat i c . . . 

( 5 ) pino'br:"! i o n per fomar .oe o f 8.8 cn gun Kw.K.43 

P r o v i E i e n a l Or hir.riev . - cavd v , ? tuT i t cs f o r t h o p o r i t f t r a t i b n p e r f o r ­
mance o f tho gun f i ' i n p a 2:-MC '.'.l - Li-.l'- ^ the . i . i r.rc as f o l l c i w s : ' 
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1 . EQUIPtEirr ( C o n t ' d ) 

( 5 ) P o n o t r a t i o n p o r f o r a a n i o o f e»8 om gun Kw.K.43 ( C o n t ' d ) 

Rango R V Ponot r i - . t i on 
yds 

R V 
? : cma l 

6 3280 9 . a s I n 
500 3089 6 . 5 8 i n 

1000 2905 7.87 i n 
1500 2720 7.20 I n 
2000 2558 6 . 6 1 I n 
2500 • 2338 •6.02 I n 

j j xnu i ' . i t j on c c r r i o d : 

- S I T — -
7TS7 i n 
7.05 I n 
6.46 I n 
5 . 9 1 I n 
5.35 i n 
4 .84 I n 

O f f i c i a l Goman doounonts g i va tho f o l l o v / i n g d e t a i l s o f i j n n u n i t i o n 

iJ>CBC KE TOTAL 

f i g h t i n g tani-.s 40 40 80 
coriTAandor's t r j i k s 32 31 63 

c a r r i e d : 

( 7 ) T ra '/ors ing Goar: 

( a ) Powor Tra ' . - ' r so : 

T h i s i s dopondont on tho r u n n i n g o f tho r . a i n u n g i n o . Tho d r i v o 
f o r i t i s t h r o u g h .. v o r t i c a l s h a f t d r i v o n fr<.3Ti tho main ongino t r a n s r . i i s s i u n 
s h a f t - ong ino/^oarbox - t h r o u g h tho c e n t r e l i n o o f tho f i g h t i n g o c m p a r t n o n t . 
T h i s s h a f t d r i v e s a v . r i a b l a - s p e o d g ea r , and th a c e n t r c l s f i . r t h i s u n i t a r e ; -

s h a f t . 
( i ) a c l u t c h f o r d i a e n g i . ^ i n j t'.vj u n i t f r o n the n a i n t r a n s n i s s i o n 

T h i s i s s i t u a t e d a t the r n x o f the o i l gear on t h o l o a d e r ' s s i d e . 

( i i ) a tv;o-speod l e v e r a l s o a t thu r o a r o f the o i l gear b u t on tho 
l a y e r ' s s i d o . 

( i i i ) v a r i a b l e rango w i t h i n the l i m i t s o f the tv;e speeds i s c o n ­
t r o l l e d by a l e v e r s i t u . . t e d to-./ards tho f r o n t OTI the near s ide o f the o i l 
g e a r . T h i s p r o v i d e s f o r f a s t e r or s lower speeds and may be presumed t o c o n t r o l 
tho o i l d e l i v e r ! ' . 

( i v ) tho f i n a l d r i v e c o n t r o l , w h i c h i s the i>nc ope ra t ed by the 
gutiner. when l a y i n g h i s g u n , i s i n tho f o m o f a p i v o t e d r o c k i n g p l a t e on t h e 
f l o o r ' c f the f i g h t i n g co;:;partr;ient. T h i s i s opera ted b y tho l a y e r ' s f o o t , , so 
t h a t p r essure by the r i g h t f o o t g i ves r i g h t hand tr>.vorse i j i d by t h e l e f t 
f o o t l e f t hand t r a v e r s e . 

I t i s p r o s m e d t h a t t h e guni ior s e l e c t s the opt inu?, e r u d i t i o n s 
f o r r, g i ' r en t a r g e t by s o t t i n g c o n t r o l s ( i i ) and ( i i i ) and t h a t f i n a l l a y i n g 
i s ach i eved by c o n t r o l ( i y ) . 

( 8 ) D i - ' i ens iono i 

H u l l : 

( a ) Lengths f t i n ( b ) TTidtliS 
i n c l u d e G i8 om gun I !? ~ S o v e r a l l 
oxo luuo 8.8 om gun 23 10 h u l l 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e r o o f 19 2 

( c ) He i gh ts f t 
o v e r a l l 1 5 
t o p o f s u p o r s t r u c t ' o r o abovo ground 5 
d r i v i n g s p r o c k e t c en t r e s above ground 2 

f t i n 
I T T r - 1 / 2 

6 i-l/B 

in 
S 
10 

5 

( 9 ) Gearbox: 

( a ) Fonrfard speeds-
( b ) Reverse speeds 

E i g h t • 
• Ono (A r e p o r t f rom Russ ia g i vos 4 r e v e r s e 

speeds ) . 

1 
1 0 -



SECRET 

( 1 0 ) T r a c k s : 

( a ) Typo • A l t o r n t ' . t o n a i n and c o n n o c t i n c l i n k s . Each ma in 
l i n l : has two spuds on w h i c h t h o r o uro f i v o chevron 
p a t t e r n e d ^ i n c l j r a i s e d s t r i p s t o a f f o r d b e t t o r 
g r i p . 

( b ) Hunber o f l i n k s per t r a c k - 9 0 . 

( c ) Measuronents T rack v f i d t h • . * 2 f t s i i n 

F r on t t o r o a r bog lo whoo l c en t r e s . . 15 f t 6 j i n 

( d ) T rack p r essure A p p r o x i n a t o l y 14*3 l b s por square i n c h . 

b . ; jMOH Tincia iEss 

( 1 ) Pz Kpfw V I , TIGER, Model B 

4 2 iviM 

Gun iJant le . t i s CO-lOOnm t h i c k . 
A m o r c o n s i s t s o f r o l l e d p l a t e eorcopt the cupo l a w h i c h appears t o bo a c a s t ­
i n g and t h o guu n a n t l e t and t u r r e t r i n g p r o t e c t i o n s t r i p s w h i c h appaiu- t o bo 

Xir__o 

A : i_ 

S I D E . V IEVA/ 

4c M M 

/ 

A m o r Arrangement 

- 11 r 

SECRET 



b . mm THICENESS ( C o n t ' d ) 

( 2 ) Pt Kpfw V PAllTHHl 

2 , BAZOOKA. EFFECT PIT JiJtK V, PA?J7HSRi 

& . To o a o o r t a i n f rom f i r s t hund o b s o r v a t i o n tha o f f o o t o f ba i ooka 
f i r o on tho lUj-k V, Panthor t a n k , s i x t o c n rounds vraro f i r o d a t a knocked out 
130 P i Lohr Hark V, v ;h ich had boon I n a o b i l l s o d by tho 776 th Tank D o s t r o y o r 
B o t t a l i o n ' a 9Ctan f i r o . 

b . C o n c l u s i o n s ; 

"Tho basoaka Tr t . l l p o n o t r a t e t ha a m o r on t h e s i d o , r o a r , and s i do 
• o f tho t u r r o t on tho Gorman M a r k V Panthor t a n k . Tha t u r r e t i s v e r y o f f o o t i v c -

l y p o n o t r a t o d and tho b l a s t e d p a r t i c l e s on tho i u s i d a most c e r t a i n l y aro l e t h a l . 
Tho s ido a m o r i s o f l e s s t h i c k n e s s t h a n the t u r r e t Oiid can bo p e n e t r a t e d noro . 
o a s i l y . 

"Tho vjhools iJid t r a c k s are ne t p r o f i t a b l e t a r g e t s . Pieces nay 
bo b l own out o f tho vfhools or t i r e s c u t , b u t t ; io p o s s i b i l i t y o f s t o p p i n g the 
t anks i s r emo t e . 

"The r o a r a m o r i s p r o f i t i b l e t a r g e t , because t h e erigino c o n p a r t -
mont i s v o r y s u s c e p t i b l e t o f i r o , evon thou. jh tVia. t o o l boxes , j a cks and e x ­
hausts reduoo t h o a rea o f v u l n e r a b i l i t y . 

"Upon t h o f r o n t armor , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o got an o f f e c t i v o b u r s t , 
as tho s l opo o f tho armor v d l l r i c o c h e t tho r o c k e t . Uo p o r p e n r ' i c u l a r . h i t s 
wore o b t a i n e d d u r i n g tho t r l s . 1 . " (Coananding O f f i c e r , 5 t h Tank Des t r oye r G r o u p ) . 

S . E ITZJY TiXTICSt 

" 0 . HE STILL EIICOUKTER DE6OY3» 

I n s e v e r a l I n s t a n o o s , the ononj^ has p l a n t e d decoys i n tho f o m 
o f p r e v i o u s l y knocked out t anks i n obv ious t a r g e t I c c a t i c r . s . TThon these decoys 
draw f i r o . , onomy a n t i - t a n k guns arid t a n k s ' h a v e r e t u r n e d f i r e on .eur guns f r o n -
t h o i r concea led l o c a t i o n s on tho flp-jalcs. . (Conoanding O f f i c e r , C lCth Tank 
Dos t r oyo r B a t t a l i o n ) . , 

b . im GSRI.Vat SELF-PROPELLED GUT'S« 

T h i s B a t t a l i o n has n o t and des t r oyed seme o f th.c new s a r i o s o f 
Gomnn s o l f - p r o p o l l o d guns . A o a r o f u l s t u d y o f t h e weapons i n d i c a t e t h a t t h o y 
are n o t a f i g h t i n g v o h i c l o as good as the Panthor or T i g e r t a r J : . They ore 
l o ss m o b i l e , more l i m i t e d i n f i e l d s o f J ' l r p , _ a n d aro as e a s i l y d e s t r r y e d as 
tho Panther or T i g e r . (Coonanding Off icer ' - , 603rd 'Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

Q. . TURRET^TR.'.'VEP.Sg OF PiJTHER . r D TIGER T.'JT^S > 

A t a n k b u t t a j . i o n _ oonnandor o f tho A m o r o d D i v i s i o n has cbsor-vod 
t h a t T/hon Panthor, ui«3 T i g e r tanl :s iTO^movlng^. t h e i r t u r r e t s t r a v e r s e v a r y 
s l o w l y or not a t a l l . I n p a r a g r a p h ' l a f . ' ! -abovo i t v . i l l bo noted t h a t powor 
f o r t h e t u r r e t I s talaon f r om t i i o mrdn dr.ive j h i - . f t . I t i s p o s s i b l e , t h o r o f e r a , 
t h a t t h o powor system o f tho P - n t i w r , ' o r T i g e r , docs n o t f u r n i s h s u f f i c i e n t 
power t o . n o v o tho t a n k and t r u v o r s o t h o t u ' r o t a t the sono t i n o . I f t h i s i s 
so a mov ing ' Pan thor or T l g o r i s moro t h a n u s u a l l y v u l n e r a b l e t o our a t t a c k . 
Any u n i t s g a i n i n g ^ f o r m a t i o n o o n f i m i n g t h o abovo, p l oasb i n f o r the- 1s t Tank 



. . . , • • EECRgT -,.; " ) ; " ' • • • , •, • 

3 , EITEMY TACTICS I ( Con t ' d ) 

Dostroyor Brigade Hoadquartors «o thc t the i a f o m u t i o n may bo d issominated . 
( S - 2 , 1s t Tank Dostroyor B r i g a d e ) . 

d . COBCRETE "nHEEL-GUIDE" MtlS ( l . I I . ^0, SIDiEF, 16 Dooonber 1944 ) . 

( 1 ) Th i s nino or charge has rooontly boon enoountorod i n IT^JLY 
end drawings aro a t tached . I t i s s ta ted t o conta in approxlnate ly 8 pounds of 
exp los ive which i s loaded through a roctcngulor holo i n the front of tho oon-
croto b l ock . Tho l a t t e r I s i n tho shapo of- a whool guide such as I s coramonly 
found on road boms and c u r v e s . 

( 2 ) Tho drawing a l s o shows, tho tread actuat ing laoohanisn, which 
could bo usod wi th e i t h e r DZ 35 or ZZ 42 i g n i t e r oonneotod to the charge by 
instantaneous f u r o . . • , 

( 3 ) holo for an a n t l - l l f t l n g i g n i t o r i s provided i n thq back of 
tho concrete b lock . . "• , 

Porspoct ivc Yiow ahowing nine tnri troad board. 

0 . i n r METHOD OF ..TT/.Cn ( I . ' J . ^ 0 . S ^ X T , 15 Doconber 1944 ) . 

( 1 ) Aodordlrig to * rOcent ly captured the Gornohs ore now d e ­
vot ing a groat d e a l ; o f t i ao t o t r a i n i n g i n a new n c t h o d c f a t t ack which was 

• copied froD tho Rus'siafta., T h i s moihod c a l l s f w t r a l a t l v e l y l o n g - t c m l r j " l l -
t ra - t ion of amal l groups, l e s s than platoon e l t o , n a i n l y a t n i g h t . Over a 
porlod of 3-4 dayg he hcpos to got tho bulk of h i s foroos in to our IGJl , or at 
l e a s t 11 behind tho advanced p o s i t i o n s . 

( 2 ) During tho doy the B n a l l i n f i l t r h t o d groups l i e low, and i f 
caught pass thonsolves of f as ord inary pa t ro l s I n order to avoid r a i s i n g s u s ­
p i c i o n . Before tho a c t u a l a t t a ck i t s o l f thora i s a s n a i l a r t i l l e r y barrage, 
and the a s s a u l t i t s e l f I s wol l -supportod b y . i n f a n t r y guns, n o r t a r s , and 
batookas. 



3 . EIlEflY T/.CTIC3 ( C o n t ' d ) 

( 3 ) Th is t y p o o f a t t a c k i s p r o d i o a t o d on tho t h e o r y t h a t Goman 
i n f a n t r y ' i s s u p e r i o r t o A l l i e d t r o ops and t h a t tho o v o r n h q l n i n g A l l i e d s u p e r ­
i o r i t y i n a r t i l l o r y and p i a n o s , w h i c h f r o q u o n t l y Imock out tho a t t a c k b o f o r q 
i t i s under v;ay, w i l l bo r e l a t i v e l y i n e f f e c t i v e . EDITOR'S ;1DTE: Thea|| t a c t i c s 
have boon used e x t e n s i v e l y d u r i n g p r e s en t a t t a c k w h i c h bogan on date i&ovo 
docunont was p r i n t e d . 

* • T I I : E i'JTD SK.CE FACTORS OF El'Sfif P-JXSR IT' ITSt ( E x t r a c t , T a c t i c a l & 
T e c h n i c a l T r e n d s , 123 -.rbO, SoptonTor 194CJ: 

C " R o o o n t l y o b t a i n e d da t a on t i n e and spaco l e n g t h s o f v r . r i o u s 
Goman a m o r o d u n i t s arO g i v o n bo l ow . The i n f o r r o a t i o n s h o u l d bo h e l p f u l i n 
n r . k i n g c s t i n a t o s o f onony l o g i s t i c c a p a b i l i t i e s . 

b . "Thoso f i g u r e s a l l o w a 100-ne te r ( 1 0 9 - y a r d ) i n t e r v r . l botv.-oon 
b a t t a l i o n s , c onpan i e s , and e q u i v a l e n t u n i t s . They i n c l u d e f i r s t e che l on 
b a t t l e t r a n s p o r t (Go f . Tross l ) , s u p p l y t r a n s p o r t , and, r e p a i r s e r v i c e s , b u t 
do ne t i n c l u d e second e cho l on b a t t l e t r a n s p o r t ( G o f . Tress I I ) and baggage 
t r a n s p o r t . 

T ino l e n g t h 
o f c o l u n n i n 
n i n u t e s a t 
12 .4 n . p . h . 
( 2 0 k n . p . h . ) 

Typo o f U n i t 
Leng th o f c o l u n n ' 
i n yards ; i t 12.4 
nph ( 2 0 k n . p . h . ) 

Speed on the 
n a r c h i n good 
we. . ther on 
;;ood roads 

D i s t ance 
covered i n 
24 h o u r s . 

Tk Rogt 

Tk Bn 

A s s a u l t - g u n Bn 

Pz Gren Rogt 

Pz Gren Bn ( a m d ) 

PL Gren Bn ( n t i ) 

Pz Ren Bn 

25 ,910 

7,200 

6,700 

• 14 ,130 

5,6S0 

8 , 1 9 0 

AT 3n 3,010 

A m d A r t y R o ' t 17,830 

AA Bn 

Arad S i g Bn 

Amd Eng Bn 

6,020 

3,720 

7,8.70 

7 1 . 2 

19.7 

18.6 

59.3 

2 2 . 5 

8 .4 

48 .9 

16 .5 

10,2 

21 .S 

By day , 12.4 nph ( 2 0 
k n . p . h . ) By n i g h t , 7.5 
nph ( I Z b i . p . h ^ 

; j ubcvo 

.'.s abcvo 

By day , 15 .4 nph (25 
l ~ . p . h . ) By n i g h t , 9.,3-
12.4 nph ( 1 5 - 2 0 k n . p . h . ) 

Aa above" 

93-124 n i 

As abovo 

As abovo 

124-154 n i 
( 200 -250 to) 

154-185 n i 
( 250-300 kn ) 

3y day , 18.5 nph ( 3 0 Aa above 
ta..p..h.) 3y n i s ' a t , 1 2 . 4 -
15 ,4 nph ( 20 -25 I n . p . h . ) 

Sono as f e r Pz Gren Bn 
( n t z ) . For t r o o p s i n 
'Vo'.ksvn.gon: By day , 
2 1 , 7 - 2 4 . 8 5 n p h . ( 3 5 - 4 0 
I n . p . h . ) By n i g h t , 
15.-^-18 .6 nph ( 2 5 - 3 0 . 
k n . p . h . ) 

154-186 n i 
( 250 -300 k n ) 
U n i t s i n 
•Volkswagen 
up t o 217 mi 
( 350 k m ) . 

Some as f o r Tk 3 n , Pz Gron Bn 
( a r m d ) , or Pz Gron 3n (m t z ) 
r o s p o c t i v o l y , a c c o r d i n g t o , t ypo 
o f oquipmont ;u8Qd i u u n i t . , 

Same as f o r Tk Dn or Pz Gren Bn 
( m t z ) r e s p e c t i v e l y , a c c o r d i n g t o 
e q u i p n p r i t i ' 

Same as f o r Pz Gren Bn ( a m d j o r 
Pt Gron 3n r o s p o c t i v o l y ( m t r ) , 
a oco rd i r , g t o a i i u i p m e n t . 

Sane as f or-Pz Gron Bn ( a m d ) or Pt" 
Gron Bn (m.tz^ r e s p e c t i v e l y , a c c o r d ­
i n g t o equ ipment . 

Sane as f o r Pz Gron Bn ( a m d ) or Pz 
Gron Bn ( n t z ) respo ' v e l y , a c c o r d ­
ing t o o q u i p n e n t . 
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8 . GERIIAII DESCRIPTIOH OF OUR /J-TI-T/iHK SHELLS: 

A c c o r d i n g t o a t e l e g r a n o f tho VXUX. A . K i (Aht . I c ) on 21 Ootobor tho 
Oormans have a d i a i t t o d t h a t sono Pan thor t anks havo boon h i t by u now typo of 
s h o l l . 

Tho t o n ! : , p i e r c o d a t once, burns i n s i d e l i k e a t o r c h . Tho s i t u a t i o n 
o f t h o p o i n t o f impact n:J:os no d i f f o r u r i o o . 

A l l p a r t s o f t l i o body w h i c h aro ur.covorod s u f f o r Sor i ous burns o f t h e 
End and 3 rd dog roo , whoroas c l o t h i n g i s on l y s l i g h t l y h a m o d . Tho s h e l l 
o p p a r o n t l y doos no t sc : i . t to r phosphorus p a r t i c l o s . 

The s h o l l i s f i r o d by Shoman 7.6 ens or 7.62 cms. Tho 7 i 5 s h o l l 
r e sonb l o s tho 39 u n t i - t a n k s h o l l . I t i s o f s p e c i a l s t e e l T r f , t h an a l u n i n u n c o p . 

Unoxplodod sa: ip les o f those s h e l l s - a r o be ing sought , f o r s t u d y o t 
Kummorsdorf by t ' l o i ioorosv.-affon:.nt V . P r u f . 1 . 

9 . GEPJUirS :'Ay HAVE ILLUriinATIHG SHELL Aro HVAP iJ.!:-!uiTITIOiTi 

TThen the Gorr.ion a t t a c k caqo on 16 Doconber i l l i r a i n a t i n g s h e l l and 
HVAP f o r V I I I Corps t a n k d o s t r o y e r u n i t s was on an a.-T!Vunition t r a i n . T h i 
t r a i n has d i sappeared and nay h:.vo f a l l e n i n t o ei iony. h i j i d s . T latch o u t l 

SECTier V 

TECimiCi'J, tK>TES 

1 . 8 U n i lIORTi'j;; 

H igher headquar t e r s have t u r m d down reques ts f o r S i n n n o r t a r s f o r 
t a n k d o s t r o y e r u i i i t s i n T h i r d i.my because: ( 1 ) I n f a n t r y and ivrmored Table 
o f Equ ipnon t r e q u i r e n o n t s and b a t t l e l osses j - o n e t b e ing n e t , ( 2 ) A r m u u i t i o n 
s u p p l y i s n o t adequate f o r I r i f u . t r y ai:d . . j r . e r e i u n i t s now equipped T d t h n o r t a r s . 

2 . PPJ::-:^'.TU?J: FgricTioiniTG C F stPsr-Quici : FUSS I ; : :-S..7Y PJ . I I T : 

a . "Recent t e s t s have shCT.n t h a t i f P . D . fuzes o f tho I K B , 1157, and 
1151 s e r i e s and the t i n e and supe rqu i c ! : f u , e s o f tho : t 54 . ajid :I55 s e r i e s ore 
f i r e d d u r i n ; e x t r o n e l y heavy r a i n f a l l , p r o n a t u r o f u n c t i o n i n g o f tho s u p o r -
q u i c k o l c n e n t s ' i , .y occur v ;h ich w i l l r e s u l t i n an a i r b u r s t . The oJcact p o s i ­
t i o n o f such bu i ' s t s i e n o t p r e d i c t a b l e . A c t u a l f i r i n g s i . l t l i 90nn a n n u r A t i o n 
undor such c o n d i t i o n s r e s u l t i n b u r s t s ai^nBhcro f r cc i 100 t o 11,000 yards f r o n 
t h e gun p o s i t i o n . Tho occurrence o f such b u r s t s i s nore l i k e l y t o occur w i t h 
h i ghe r v e l o c i t y weapons such as the S O j i , 3 - i n c h , or 155nn guns t h a n v d t h 
lower v e l o c i t y >veapons such as t h o 1 0 5 m and 15rr. h o w i t z e r . ' " 

b . " I f necessary t o c o n t i n u o f i r i n g undor such c o n d i t i o n s , t h i s 
occurrence .nay bo p r even t ed w i t h the ll-iS and i :51 s e r i e s o f fuzes by s o t t i n g 
t h o fuzes f o r d e l a y a c t i o n , i n w h i c h case t h e supe rqu i ck c l o n e n t i s i n o p e r a ­
t i v e . However, the M54, 1155, and '157 s e r i e s cannot bo r e n o d i o d because t h o 
s u p e r q u i c l : o l e n c n t i s alvn-.ys o p e r a t i v e a f t e r f i r i n g . " (Vcjr Dopar tnen t T o o h n t c o l 
B u l l o t i n , TB 9 -1901 -4 , 4 Soptonber 1 9 ' i 4 ) . 

3 . mJCIilUIl RJJS OF n R E FOR 90Lgl GUll; 

Conbat has shovm thL. t the n a x i n u a r a t e o f f i r o f o r t h o 90tiin gun on 
tho i n d i r e c t f i r e secondary m i s s i o n i s 20 rounds por hour ' . As a r e s u l t o f 
d i f f i c u l t i e s i n tho r e c o i l mechanism o f t h e K-36s i n t h e 775th Tank Dos t r oyo r 
B a t t a l i o n , t o s t s havo been conducted undor the s u p e r v i s i o n o f ordnance p e r ­
sonne l w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e d t h i s r a t e . o f f i r e . A t the p r e s en t t i n o tho d e t a i l e d 
r e p o r t o f t h i s t o s t lias n o t been completed b u t v r i l l bo f o rwarded t o you when 
i t ' i s f i n i s h e d . (Ccnna.nding O f f i c e r , 5 t h Taiik D e s t r o y e r .Group)* 

4 . CALI T H E 90;JJ TU3E BE S U R S T I T U T E D FOR T R E TUBE PIT T H E I.I-36 TANK 
D E S T R O Y E R T : ~ ~ 

a ; Tho gPrm Gun H3 ( T D ) ' i s i h o OOWn Gun lO. ( A A ) w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g 
o o d i f i o a t i o n s I t h o o i i m i n a t i o n o f s i d e r a i l s f o r s l i d i n g s u p p o r t o f t h o gun 
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4 i CiJi TliE 90iei TUBE BE SUBSTITUTED FXJR THE TUBE ON THE U-36 T/JIK DESniOYERT 

and e c r r i a g o , nnd p r o v i s i o n o f a c y l i n d r i c a l s u r f a c e on tho tubo f o r t h o t 
purpose ; toid tho a d d i t i o n o f a handle f o r n a n u a l oponing o f t h o b r o o o h . . Ths-
n.',r':in^;o f o r , ; u : ; CJM l o c a t <d v.. t l . ' i t o y o f t h - j br. iooU r i : ' . . _ , ' . ( r f ' 9 - 3 7 5 , 11 • 
S .£><;..•I.lb.-.r . l ' . )v . . ) ' . . .. . 

b , Tho abovo pa rag raph answers tho q u e s t i o n f r o q u o n t l y a s k e d , as 
. t o whe ther t h o 9a.Tn uuu I I I (/ui) ocji bo exchanged f o r the 9Qnn Gun ! I -3 ( o n tho 
M - 3 6 ) . Tho n o d i f i c a t i o n s necessary t o c o n v e r t an l l - l 9 0 m t o an 11-3 9Cbm 
r o q u l r o e x t e n s i v e 4 t h ooho l on ord.ianoe shop w o r k . 

5 . 3 " S H E L L . I L L U ; ! I ! V . T I I : G , H/.RK 2- i , I ' j .VY ( M O D E L 1) » 

a . R e c e n t l y t h i s o r g : . n i ^ a t i o n , a l o n g v/ i th o t h e r Tank D o s t r o y o r o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n s , was i s s u e d f i f t y ( 50 ) rounds o f S h o l l , I l l u m i n i . t i n g , ! ! a r k 24 , 
l l a vy , (Mode l 1 ) f o r use i n i l l u n i i i r . t i n g d e s i r e d a r e a s . Duo t o tho l i m i t e d . • 
cnount o f t h i s ammuni t i on a v a i l a b l e i t i s plo.nnod t o uso thoso f l a r e s o n l y on 
c a l l f r om t h o Combat Toon Connander. I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o f i r o the s h e l l s a t a 
c lose range duo t o tho l i m i t e d nax iaum e l e v a t i o n o f tho 3 " gun on tho U-10 
c a r r i a g e . I n o rde r t c o b t a i n naxiaum r e s u l t s i t has boon f ound a d v i s a b l e t o 
p laoo tho d e s t r o y e r f i r i n g the s h . l l i n a p r e v i o u s l y s o l e o t o d p o s i t i o n . T h i s 
p o s i t i o n i s n o r m a l l y i n the area the a r t i l l o r y u n i t w i t h tho Conbat Toon. 
Thus t h o d a t a necessary f o r i n d i r e c t f i r o nay be f u r n i s h e d by the . . r t i l l e r y 
u n i t . Because o f the l i m i t e d amoiuit c f t h i s t j i i n u n i t i o n a v r . i l a b l e and s ince 
tho o r gan i c n o r t a r s o f the I n f a n t r y ro . - imonts can i l l u n i i i r . t o areas up t c a p p r o x ­
i m a t e l y 3000 y a r d s , i t has boor, rocommonded by t h i s b a t t a l i o n t h a t thoso s h e l l s 
bo used o n l y t o i l l u m i n a t e aroas t h a t cannot bo reached by m o r t a r f l a r e s . .;.s a 
moasure a g a i n s t p e s s i b l o n i g h t a t t a c k by p a r a t r o o p s , a p o s i t i o n i s s o l c c t i d 
n e r - . . . l l y i : ; c o n j u n c t i o n v . i t h the medium a r t i l l e r y b a t t t ^ l i b n so t h a t any area 
w i t h i n tho D i v i s i o n s o c t o r may bo i l l u i i i n i . t o d . (Cam.manding O f f i c e r , 6 5 4 t h 
Tank D o s t r o y o r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

b . Tho n i g h t o f 12 Dcconbor ' 4 4 eotwaon 2200 hours and 2330 h o u r s , 
tho 2d P l a t o o n , Compar.y C'olst Tarfc D - s t r o y u r B a t t a l i o n , f i r e d t h r o e ( 3 ) 
rounds o f 3 " i l l u m i n a t i n g s l i o l l . 

Tho r o c o i l o f the p iece was n o r . i a i j the f l a s h o f the gun was 
l o s s t h r j i w i t h o the r t ypes o f a m m u n i t i o n ; tho d i s t a n c e f i r e d a t was c o r r e c t ; 
the i l l u m i n a t i o n o f tho s h o l l avoragcd 15 seconds o f l i g h t . 

Tho enemy f i r e d en tho l i g h t v/ i th a n t i - a i r c r a f t guns. 

; j m o r e d Force observers r o p o r t o d r e s u l t s -rary good . P lans aro 
b e ing l a i d t o p lace a fov; guns i n r o a r p o s i t i o n s w i t h p r e - p l a n n e d areas t o 
be f i r o d on by c a l l . F i e l d a r t i l l e r y observers doscr i 'oed tho l i g h t i n g q u a l i t y 
and accuracy as p e r f e c t . ( S - 3 , 6 9 l 3 t Tank Dos t r oyo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

0 . On tho n i : ; h t o f Thursday, 14 Docembor, tho 3 r d P l a t o o n o f 
Company f i r o d one gun ovar t h r o o t a r g e t s i n tho v i c i n i t y o f 3ITCHE a t a b u r s t 
h e i g h t o f 1500 f o o t . Three rounds woro f i r o d over each t a r g e t a t 1800 , 2200 
and 2400 f o r a t o t a l o f n ino r cunds\ 

Repor ts o f observors f e l l o w i 
S90th I n f a n t r y ! "Aroa l i t up l i k e a b a l l p a r k " . " F i r o d a t 
ground t a r g e t s b u t r e s u l t s v/oro n o t o b s e r v e d " . 
3 r d Sound and Fl£.sh B a t t a l l e n i ( F i o l d ; j - t i l l e r y ) . " L i g h t was 
i n s u f f i c i e n t t o obsorvo ground o b j e c t s , bocauso o f ground ha te 
and b u r n out o f s h o l l a t 500 f e e t . " "A loviwr h e i g h t o f b u r s t , 

. g i v i n g i l l u m i n a t i o n down t o ground l o v e l w i t h perhaps a m u l t i - • 
p i e o f s h e l l s f i r o d , would g i v e h o t t e r r e s u l t s " . 

Tho i l l u m i n a t i n g s h o l l used : 
Fuzo T and SQ 1154 ' 
I Iuzz lo V o l o e i t y - 2600 f / s 

He igh t o f Burs t - 1 5 0 0 - f t ( n o r m a l ) 
T ine o f Burn ing - 25 sccands 
Speod o f Doscont - 40 f/s 

The b a t t a l i o n i s p r o p . j o d t o f i r o t h i s i l l u m i n a t i n g s h o l l a g a i n 
on ca ] , l and tho nooosaory f a c t o r s can bo v a r i e d t o s u p p l y the p ropo r l i g h t f o r 
the weather oondy;^ ona and t o r r a i a . (Commanding O f f i c e r , 8 2 4 t h Tank Dos t r oyo r 

' B a t t t l i o n ) . . i 
l a 



! 
6 . OPEIii'.TIO' T ; J ' K S I K COLD r&'.THERi , ' ' . . . y 

" O f f i o o r s o f o t h u r u n i t s sotieti iaiss do n o t r o a l i s e t h e problems o f 
t a n k , o p e r a t i o n i n c o l d H o u t l i o r . Sctio o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s w h i o h s h o u l d be 
unders tood a r o : ' " • • •• 

, ' • ' - • ' * • 

o . "A. s o l i d f o o t i n c must ba f ound f o r each t a n k i f i t i s t o bo l e f t 
i n p o s i t i o n f o r . s o V e r t . j h'.r.vc-• I f t f t i s i s n o t done i t w i l l f r o e i o t o the 
ground us t h o u g h i t r c v o o-.v.t-sod i n oomor.t-, A e-,/-enuous e f f o r t t o break ou t 
w i l l r e s u l t i n ; t ruok . . ' u i l u r o . 

b . " I n c o l d wonthor b a t t e r i e s V T I I I n o t s t a r t t h o engines un less 
f u l l y c h a r g o d . I t i s , t h o r o f o r o , necessary t h u t t h e souowhat n o i s y a u x i l i a r y 
g ene ra t o r be r u n tho g r e a t e r p a r t o f t h o t i m e t h a t t anks aro n o t a c t u a l l y e n ­
gaged i n combat . 

c . "Tho p r o p o r t i o n ci" t a ' J c s nood lng n a i n t o n a n o e . w i l l bo g r e a t e r d u r ­
i n g o o l d woather booav,fe o f t h : a dVt io ra? Xaa i on t/io b a t t e r i e s , onginos .and" 
o l o c t r i c a i s y s t e m s , " (i;on;nand.ii;g O f f i c e r , 74 fvh Tank B a t t a l i o n ) . _ , 

7 . FUEL COITSIJHPTIO;!; 

I t has been found t h a t t h o f u o l o onsunp t l on o f an H36 i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
2 g a l l o n s por m i l e . Th is i s 'an i n c r ease over t h o T e c h n i c a l Dato C i r c u l a r p u l ^ 
l l s h o d by Ordnnnco, w h i c h s t a t e s t h a t f u o l oons\c ipt ion i s 1 ^ g a l l o n s por m i l o v 
CCormandlng O f f i o o r , 6 1 0 t h Tan l : . i ' e s t r oye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

8 . STOTAGE LIST i f D TIRE PHSSSUREi * • • • • . 

« a . vrar Department Toohn i oa l B u l l o t i n , T B 0!?D 143 , w h i c h has j u s t bean 
p u b l i s h e d , i s t h 6 l a t s s t equipment stot/ugo l i s t f o r tho 11-10 and U - l Q A l . 

b . T.'ar Dopartmoht Toohn i oa l B u l l o t i n , TB ORD 139, p r e s c r i b e s t i r o 
p r e ssures o f 4? pounds f o r the S - l n ch gun c a r r i a g e s I U and ! ' 6 . 

9 . 500 SEHIEE R..DIOS rOR Y.JT DESTROVEFJ:; r i T E :J?:!-ORED DlVISIOirS ; 

T h i r d U n i t e d S ta t e s .'j-my has made r . T u l l a b l o twel-rc SCa SIO r a d i o s f o r 
each Tanl: Des t r oye r b a t t a l i o n a t t a c h e d t o a n Armored D i v i s i o n . These r a d i o s 
w i l l onable the Tank D e s t r o y e r b a t t a l i o n no t t o became n p o r t c f t h : Armored 
D i v i s i o n n o t . . Th is improved system o f c o m u n i c a t i o n s w i l l mate t h e Arr.ered 
D i v i s i o n and a t t a c h e d Tb ik Dos t r oyo r b a t t a l i o n a much more e f f i c i e n t f i g h t i n g 
t o o n . 

1 0 . EXTEiiDii'G yj^TEiriuj : on I T . C . S . R.-.DI0; 

TTien, i t i s found t o bo d e s i r a b l e t o e s t a b l i s h t h e cerr.a::d p e s t i n a . 
b u i l d i n g , we h:'.ve n i a d e . i t SO? t o ex t end the autoonao on t h : n . C . S . j ic .dio by 
p l a c i n g i t on the r o o f o f t h e b u i l d i n g . As a r e s u l t oar oe t ra ' .2 ; i ca t i cn has 
been o o r i s i d o r a b l y i m p r o v e d . (Coumandln . j O f f i c e r , 6 5 i t h Tank I x ; s t r o y c r B a t t a ­
l i o n ) . 

• SEC7I0!' 71 

FIELD E ) : ? E E : 3 - T 3 
1 

1 . . . 691ST T.u'K DEST.^'.TR B . . : T . L : C : : ! 

" ' U t t l o Thundor- ;!ug> i s &. m o d i f i e d o a r , armored , u t i l i t y , M-20, 
used as a l i g h t wrecke r and r e c e v r r y v o h i c l o f o r b a t t a l i o n r .aintenar.ee ' . 

"Tho m o d i f i c a t i c n i were ' r o ry s i m p l e , c o n s i s t i n g c f two p l ocos o f U-Bar 
i r o n , 8 ' X 5 " , vr t i ich ^ ; j ro f a s t e n e d t o the r o a r b r a c k e t c f t h e r i n g mount and 
suppor t ed by a m e t a l Lort i n t h o c e n t e r . Tvo p u l l o y wheels were p l a c e d between 

. tho two p l ocos o f U T>..r \y".r._. one a t t h e extreme end and t h o o the r I n tho c a n t o r . 
A hand ope ra t ed w i n c h WJ.'. i n s t a l l e d , u s i n g the K -20 ' s toW cab le as t h o w i n c h 
c a b l e . The 'U-Bar i r o n , p u l i b y whee l s , and hand w i n c h woro found i n t h o f i o l d 
near one o f our b i vouac i i r o t s.. w ;uoh means I t oos t t h o OcTsmncnt n o t h i n g . 

" . • L i t t l o Thundor-Uu^- h r j booono one o f the most u s e f u l p loeoa o f 
o q u i p n e n t t h a t , wo havo . " I t oun go p laces t h a t tho t o n - t o n wrockor cannot | 
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1 . 691ST TAtTK DESTROYER 3 ; .TT ;LLI0f ( C o n t ' d ) 

also, i t i s a nuoh b e t t e r v e h i e l o tf^ tako on tho b a t t l e f i e l d . I t hos rooovor-
od a t l e a s t f o r t y j eeps fl-"-e '. : ! : . d j eE , i j i d . s i x 3 " guns . I n tho pas t 
month i t has boon v . ' c rk ' r g o'-j-.-i-ine : pa:. ' ii.v^ our v eh i c l e s , - an j ' t ypo i n c l u d i n g 
h a l f - t r a c k s , and gunc out o f tho nu? . I , - t t . . o rhundar -i/u^;' ge ts no r o s t . 
VThile i n the shop i t i s used as -> boio ' t t o ' l i / t h c . v y u n i t s . , t r a c k s , and ' 
v e h i c l e s . " (Commanding O f f i c e r , OS'J.st Tank Des t r oye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

2 . eiOTH tyjir. r'^S-'-'Oy;?. SATTfJ^IOI!; 

"By v f i p i n g o; . l lo-.d g;e.ar,o f r m the t u r r e t r i n g and moo'nrjjism d u r i n g 
f r o o r i n g t onpor i ' . tu rus . cho t u ; ' r j t hi..i 'ooon k i p i f r o r : ^^re. ' i j ing, t h u s p ro ' v en t ing 
f a u l t y t r a v e r s i n g . " ( O f c . - n d ' i x g O l . ' i c j r , 6 1 0 t h l a : i k Dos t r oyo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

C E C T i o r j r n 

• .. .' ; vsui.:,? T iFS 

1 . i i iTEn ICG; .T IC!T O F PA'^TJ :.S 

" R e t u r n i n g p ' - t r o l monb-,is r h o i l d bo c a r e f u l l y ques t i oned by oxpor i eneod 
o f f i c e r s . On one ococ.sion a pac.-.'o; r e p o r t e d t h n t no th ing ; o f va lue had boon 
obse rved . Q u e s t i o n i n g r e vea l ed t h a t 0'..o man hud s.-on i. viurabor o f dead shoep. 
Another p a t r o l \.';.s sent t o t h i s a rea ,..nd found n m i n e f i e l d . " ( S - 2 , 1106th 
Eng ineer Combat Gro i i p ) . 

2 , a,'..sic iR..a :T:uG; . _ -. . •• 

a . "Tho -ty-.-o most s e r i ous looses s u s t a i n e d by t h i s b a t t a l i o n i n com­
bat vTcre caused , i n my o p i n i o n , by meml^ers o f t h ' i com;-iond d i s r e g a r d i n g a vo ry 
i m p o r t a n t e lement of-b . f .s ic t r n i r d n g d u r i n g t l i e -c ' curs? o f b a t t l e , 

( 1 ) "!jn o f f i c e r - t . t h e r . d around h im f i v e e n l i s t e d men f o r c 
conforouoe d u r i n g b a t t l e - u i t h i n s i j l . t o f ti'.e enemy. R e s u l t — a m o r t a r s h o l l — 
4 men k i l l e d . B a s i c — D o n ' t gang up on t i i e u ^ . t t l e f i e l d . 

( 2 ) "An o f f i c e r t ook a s e c t i o n o f d e s t r o y e r s o-/cr tho c r e s t o f 
a sma l l r i s e v . ' i thout t a k i n g a l o o k t o see v,-hc,t v;as over the h i l l . R e s u l t — • 
4 men k i l l . - d . Tv.-o d e s t r o y e r s l o s t t o a n t i - t t . n k guns . Bas ic—Take a l o o k 
be fore j u . " i p i n j i n . 

. b . " I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t tho b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s o f vjar t a u . j h t i . t Eood 
are most se-und, and t h . . t , i f f o l l o i ' / ed , v d l l r e s u l t i n much d e s t r ' J O t i o n t o 
t h o enemy :.nd m i n i n ' x i l o ss t o O ' j r s o l v o s " . (Co imanding O f f i c e r , 303rd Tank 
Dos t r oyo r E c t t a l i o n ; . _ ' 

3 . GER-'i.^: s L ^ i x s i ' ^ s ?usirzs n : 7 i - T i : i i : ' G D S V I C S FC?. DE?O" ' .T IO?^ ; 

"The Reconnaissance Ccnpany o f t h i s b a t t - a l i e n e s t a b l i s i i e d i t s oerr^and 
pos t i n a Large b u i l d i n g i n the c i t y e f ;ZUIXi : ;Ca , r.'LJ'CS on 17 Deco-ber 1944. 
A t h o r o u g h s e t j c h e f these premises r o v e i l e d a c o l o s s a l "Boobi ' T r a p " c o n s i s t ­
i n g o f more t h a n a t o n c f German exp los i v . : s oa-ieufla.-cd under a p i l e o f 
p o t f . t o e s . IJoar the bo t t om o f tho p i l e a f i r i n ; dev ice va.s d i s c o v e r e d . F o r t y -
two ( 4 2 ) boxes o f d;T .a: ' , ite each v e i gh in . ^ app rox im ; . t e l y f i f t y ( 60 ) pounds wera 
uncove red . Acco rd ing t o the En.-in : .or o f f i c ; r , who made i r . v o s t i j a t i c n cn 
r eques t o f t h i s - a n i t , ti'.e e x p l o s i o n would have occur red i n t h r e e days . Th is -
t i m i n g de-vice v.-as made o f p l a s t i c . " (Cor~.ar.din- O f f i c e r , 6 5 4 t h T:.nk Dos t roye r 
B a t t a l i o n ) . 

- sECTicr - n i l 

TRA i inrG : r ? i . . c : : i : : r 3 

1 . 603RD TiJir. DESTROYER 3. " T . x i c r : 

"The q u a l i t y o f r op l a c e r i on t o f f i c e r s a n d men h a s been good. Uany o f 
t h o mon. Tank Des t roye r t r a i n e d , have rxst b . e n up t o the s t anda rd d e s i r e d i n 
t h i s b a t t a l i o n , and ntmy o f ' t h o u i n c l u d i n g o f f i c e r s have n e v t r soon C L U M I S . 
T h i s b a t t a l i o n lias f ound t h a t i t i s -moll t c r u n a l l gun conpany r op l e conon t s 
t h r o u g h a wook t o t o n - d a y s c h o o l i n g on the ^18 Y d t h i n tho Headquar ters Conpaiy 
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1 . 603RD TJJTK DESTBDYBR B/.TTALIOIT ( C o n t ' d ) 

bo fo ro tho nen aro t u r n e d t o tho gun conptusj ' . Ji, v o r y c a r o f u l t\nd s t u d l o d 
p r o g r n n o f intOcinG a n o r s o l d i o r f o o l i . t hono I n tho b u t t u l l o n i s p a y i n g b ig 
d i v i d e n d s , und tho i n o x p e r i e n o o d s o l d i e r i n s h i e l d e d f r o n onony a c t i o n as 
much as p o s s i b l e u n t i l lie has "Cu t h i s t o u t h " . (Cconanding O f f i c e r , 603rd 
Tcjik Dos t r oye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

2 . 654TH T;JT:: DDoTROYIT. B/.TTALIO!Ti 

"To so l vo the prob lem o f d r i v e r r op l o oonon t s f o r t h o M I O Tonk D e s t r o y ­
e r s , Conpany " C " , t h i s b a t t a l i o n , hr-.s i n l t i a t . " : i t j d r i v o r t r a i n i n g 
p r o g r a m . I n s t r u c t i o n s ;co g i v e r by the Ci imrmy l U c c u t i v o 0 . ' ' f i cer and t h o 
Company motor sergocuit u s i n g the T'C r e cove r y vchi'JXe as u t r a i n i n g v o h i c l o " . 
(Ccnnanding O f f i c e r , 6 5 4 t h Tanl: Des t roye r y a t t a l i o n ) . 

SSCTTOi: I X 

T ; J K DESTRCYER TROOP L I S T 

Tho l a t e s t a v a i l a b l e l i s t , o f Tank JJos t royor B r i g a d e , Groups, and B a t t a ­
l i o n s , v d t h t h e i r cenr.iandcrs, i s f u r n i s h o d f o r your i n f o r m i v t i o n bo l ow . 

BRIGi'J)E 

1ST TAia: DESTROYER BTJG/JJS Colonol tOGiUT C . BQtRY 

OJOJPS 

1 s t TD Group 
2nd TD Group 
3 r d TD Group 
4 t h TD Group 
5 t h TD Group 
6 t h TD Group 
7 t h TD Group 

C o l o n e l STEVS;'5 
C o l o n e l EU!S 
L t Co l yj.YZ 
C o l c c e l ERa.-n!IIIG 
C o l o n e l J:-.CC3:i-
C o l o n e l . SE:JJCY 
L t C o l EEROSXROM 

8 t h TD Group 
9 t h TD Group 

1 2 t h TD Group 
l o t h TD Group 
2 0 t h TD Group 
23rd TD Group 

C o l o n o l L/JITER 
L t Co l C J I L I H G 
C o l o n o l DEERY 
C o l o n e l TTIIE/LTON 
C o l o n e l SERGEi.KT 
l l a j o r Bi'iKER 

a ' .TT/XIOIJS 

601 TD Bn - Lt Co l TARDY 704 T D Bn L t Co l B I U I T E L L 
v^02 TD Bn - l l h j o r COirLIK 7 0 S TD Bn - L t Co l T S I I P L E T O W 

603 TD Dn - L t Co l ItcCURRY 7 7 1 TD Bn - L t Co l srnTII 
605 TD Bn - L t Co l DUCm-LD 7 7 2 TD Bn Unknovm 
607 TD Bn - Lt Co l SU7IOT 7 7 3 TD Bn - L t Co l S P I E S S 
609 ID Dn - L t Co l BRa.'in: 7 7 4 TD Bn - L t Co l S T D R G I S 

.«10 ID Bn - Lt Co l JTiFTKB^ 7 7 6 TD Bn . . - L t .Cql,},!00R3HE.'i.D 
6a2 TD Bn - L t Co l DrSLEY 601 TD Bn • - L f Co l 'HORSPALL 
6:.'4 TD Bn - L t Co l PRITCLJa) 6 0 2 TD Dn - L t Co l IIOl-rTGOlIERy 
626 TD Bn - l l a j o r G/.LL;.GER 603 TD Bn - L t Col GOonriN 
629 IC Bn - L t Co l COLE 8 0 7 T D Bn - L t Co l SMITH 

w6c0 TD Bn - Major JjlBH 608 TD Bn L t Co l MCDOM/.LDL 
'Gil I ? Dh - I t Col IV .Tr jJ ' 8 0 9 TD Bn - L t Co l L/jrSON 
6o4 Tf Bn - L t Co l D-7ISS0N • e l l TD Dn - L t Co l BnomTiEU) 
63:- I T Bn - L t Co l S-P.TH .. . e i3 TD Bn - l l a j UCCDTCHEON 
'636 TD Bn - L t Coj. ruiiDY 8 1 4 TD Dn . - L t C o l J D I E S 
633 TD 3n - L t ' j o i r;.vis 8 1 7 TD .pn L t Co l B/J!DES 

• 64Z TD Bn - L t Co l Fyj<R, 8 1 8 T D Bn m L t Co l H/.IL 
. 644 T D Bn - L t C o l O R . J L ' J I " 8 2 0 T D Bn ^• L t Co l PATRICK • 
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TAUK DESTROYER TROOP U S T ( C o n t ' d ) 

645 
648 

v654 
650 

.691 
692 
702 
703 

TD B»-
TD 3n 
TD Bn 
TD Bn . 
TD Bn 
TD 3n 
TD Bn 
TD 3n 

L t Co l AUSTIHj 

.Lt Co l i c i r ron 
L t Co l :i^JX>R 
Unjo r ? I I ; L L T 
Uiil-.no".-n 
L t Co l 3L:.'.LL 
Hnknown 

• 821 TD Bn 
822 TD Bn 
023 TD Dn 
024 TD 3u 

. ^ 2 5 TD Bn 
82'7 TD Dn 
893 TD 3n 
899 TD Bn 
RBFII * TD Bn 

L t Co l ;jJBURT 
L t C o l H;i.IlJS 
L t Co l DETM/fl 
Unknovm 
L t Co l lE'JJiNO 
Unknovm' 
I f o j o r a'.RLIN 
L t Co l TINCHER 
L t Col II/.GGL'JI 

• Rogimont B l indoo P u s i l o c r s I l r . r i n o s . 

DISTRI3OTI0IT! 
o f Copios 

LCGiJT C 
/ / / 

BERRY 
C o l o n o l , Ct -va l ry (TD) 

Connanding 

_ _ J o p i 
- CG, T h i r d ; j -ny. 
- CG, F i r s t A m y 
- CG, Seventh j j i r . y 
- CG, n i n t h A m y 
- G-3, T.-hird i J ^ i y , . ' 

G-2, T h i r d A m y 
- i ' j n y ' P , T h i r d ;x: . iy ' • 
- n i s t o r i c a l S e c t i o n , T l u r d ..rmy 
- AT 0 , I I I Corps • 
- AT 0 , X I I Corps 
- 0 , XX Corps 
- AT 0 , V I I i Corps 
- Eo.oh D i v G-3 
- Bach I D Gp, T h i r d A m y 
- Ef.oh TD Dn, T h i r d A m y 
- 5 t h TD Gp 
- 6 t h TD Gp 
- C O , TD School ^ 
- PreS i TD Board 
- CGJ 'i'D Ceator 
- u- 3 , -oXdJF • -
•• AT 0 , 5 t h A m y . 

NOTE: Plee^e .le.ie y o e r e o n t r i b u t i i - r j i n e a r l y f o r Tetr-oarj- i s s u e . 


