


Long months of campaigning stretched behind 
but time seemed only t b sharpen the e i c c i t e -
inent of the i n c i d e n t as the l i e u t e n a n t paced 
the k i t c h e n f l o o r of the farin house and t o l d 
again how i t ' happened» 

"Scared? - I'm s t i l l scared every time I 
t h i n k of i t o " he saido " I shook f o r two 
days af ter'ifard-

"This i n f a n t r y c o l o n e l was r i g h t dovm there 
beside the T-D y e l l i n g over and over: " ( J — 
D— man can't you see t h a t tank I He's 
shooting h e l l out of my men!" 

"But the smoke of b a t t l e b l o t t e d out every
t h i n g i n f r o n t of us and I couldn't see a. 
th i n g - n o t a thing„ The c o l o n e l kept h o l l e r 
i n g and I_kept t r j a n g t o pierce the smoke 
w i t h my f i e ^ l d glasses but i t was no g O o 
This k r a u t iwAS r a i s i n g h e l l tooo He had 
l e t the i n f a n t r y go through and now 'was 
shooting them up from the rear,, 

"Then i t happenedo The smoke r o l l e d mraj 
and there he sat as b i g as l i f e - a Hark V I 
about 5 0 0 yards awavo We both had oixr f i e l d 
glasses glued on one another because he knew 
I was around toOo 

" I y e l l e d down t o the gunner; 'shoot man. 
f o r God's sake shootU • And - WBOOU - the 
round vfas a-wayo 'That one shot was p l e n t y 
because i t t o r e the top r i g h t o f f the -
Germane" 

Lto To Po Welch, B company p l a t o o n leader 
of the 601sto stoppedJ waved h i s hands 
ex p r e s s i v e l y f o r a few seconds and then 
added! 

"The only t h i n g t h a t sa-ved us was having 
the muzzle p o i n t e d almost a t the Gennan 
w i t h a round already i n the breecho That 
gave us the jump t o mean c t i r t a i n s f o r him 
in s t e a d of us„" 

And t h a t ' s the \Taj i t ' s been r i g h t down the 
l i n e f o r the 601st<, i n nea.rly 2 9 sionths of 
overseas duty - enough of a jump on the 
krauts t o leave a t r a i l of ever-mounting 
German equipment and men along the tTearisome 
t r a i l through A f r i c a , I t a l y and Franceo 

Andj somehow or others the a c t i o n of L t o 
Welch and h i s raen against t h a t k r a u t tank 
near Art s n a , I t a l y , p r e t t y w e l l t y p i f i e s 
the aggressiveness5 the h e l l - t a k e - t h e k r a u t 
a t t i t u d e of the 601st., Tank Destroyers» 

And, l i k e t y p i c a l o f f i c e r s of the bOlsto L t 
ViJelch i n s i s t e d t h a t c r e d i t be given h i s 
crevj- f o r t h a t j o b ~ Tec« U Snuffy Callahan^ 
Cpl„ Joe I r v i n g , Sgto John Howak and Cpl„ 
V i n c e n t Maorio 

CLAIM RECORD COMBAT TIKE 

Men and o f f i c e r s of the o u t f i t are loud i n 
t h e i r claim t h a t the bOlsto - or a t l e a s t 
elements of i t - have had more combat hours 
against the enemy than any other u n i t i n the 
ETO and t o support t h a t c o n t e n t i o n they p o i n t 
t o the f a c t t h a t d u r i n g t h e i r f i g h t i n g days 
they have seen dutjr ? f i t h no less than a 
dozen d i v i s i o n s o 

A c t i o n f o r the b a t t a l i o n s t a r t e d i n A f r i c a 
December 22, 19li2j f o l l o w i n g the landing i n 
Oran about s i x weeks before„ Ask any man i n 
the o u t f i t what he best remembers abdttt the 
dark c o n t i n e n t campaign and y o u ^ l l always get 
the same answer - E l Guettaro Guettar -
where the 6 0 1 s t ' S a ireapSn was a 7^ min gun 
mounted on a h a l f t r a c k t o r e p e l the best the 
kra u t s could throw t h e i r vfayo E l Guettar, 
where gunners, watching the huns approach i n 
magnificent Eianeuver, waited u n t i l they saw 
the "whites of t h e i r eyes" and then opened 
up to send 3 $ Gerisan tanks t o the boneyard. 

B r i e f l y the b a t t l e of S I Guettar shaped up 
l i k e t h i s as f a r as the 6 0 1 s t o i s concerned: 
Supporting the I s t o I n f a n t r y d i v i s i o n , the 
destroyers on the n i g h t of March 22, 1 9 U 3 , 
were t o go out some 2^000 yards i n f r o n t of 
the mountain pass and e s t a b l i s h a s o l i d l i n e 
of armoro This was t o be a p r o t e c t i v e or 
screening move f o r a r t i l l e r y s e t t i n g up i n 
the rearo The i n f a n t r y was scheduled t o move 
through on the morning of the 2 3 r d . , i n the 
attacko 

About Ii:30 aofflo March 2 3 r d o L t o Joe Gioia of 
the T~D's spotted tvro k r a u t s on a motorcycle» 
when the huns approached they asked —'Panzer? 
Panzer?" 

" H e l l , NoI" y e l l e d the officer„ He k i l l e d one 
of the Germans, captured the othero Then he 
a l e r t e d the Americans by r a d i o from h i s v e h i 
c l e - D i v i s i o n 0-2 had no i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 
hun armor was anyj.iiere i n the v i c i n i t y , Y f h i l e , 
as a matter of f a c t , the e n t i r e 1 0 t h o Panzer 
D i v i s i o n vfas moving i n f o r a smash„ 

The a t t a c k came a t dawn w i t h some 8 5 German 
Mark IV and VI's r o l l i n g down i n p l a t o o n waves 
toward the displaced h a l f trackso The kr a u t s 
Eianeuvered t h e i r v e h i c l e s i n column l e f t s and 
column r i g h t s i n such f a s h i o n t h a t a Mark V I 
on one corner supported a Mark VI on the other 
i n a deadljr cross f i r e ^ The same procedure 
was f o l l o w e d . w i t h the Mark IV'so 

S i l v e r Stars f o r the 6 0 1 s t o came out of E l 
Guettar i n b o u n t i f u l supply, based on such 
a c t i o n as t h a t of So Sgto (novr L t o ) A l f r e d 
l o D^rer, on the r i g h t f l a n k , and h i s men who 
defeated seven tanks w i t h two jeeps, a 3 7 
and a 75o 

The Gei-mans kept comingo I t f i n a l l y developed 
t h a t even a r t i l l e r y was shooting d i r e c t f i r e o 
T}ie b a t t l e , which l a s t e d from 5 : 3 0 t o 3:30 
i n the morning, included a v i c i o u s dive 
borabing hj the krauts» 

ifftien the smoke cleared and the booming stopped, 
7 0 enemy tanlcs were l e f t on the b a t t l e f i e l d 
^•ath h a l f of them c r e d i t e d t o the 601sto The 
o u t f i t i t s e l f l o s t 21 v e h i c l e s , but 10 of them 
were back i n a c t i o n lYithin 72 hours o 

And t h a t was 11 Guettar - high p o i n t of the 
6 0 l B t ' S o A f r i c a n campaign although G u s s e l t i a 
V a l l e , Pichon, Faid - S b e i t l a - Kasserine 
Pass c a r r y memories toOo 

A f t e r the German collapse i n A f r i c a , the 6 0 1 s t , 
had l i t t l e t o do i^rith the S i c i l i a n campaign 
other than d e t a i l i n g s i x o f f i c e r s and 200 en
l i s t e d men t o serve as a p r i s o n e r of war u n i t 
t o t r a n s p o r t captured personnel t o Africa» 
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•ffhen Salerno eame the oOlsto was ready -
a l l set w i t h i t s present M-10 whose th r e e -
inch gun ? j i t h a muzale v e l o c i t y of 2,800 
feet per second has p i l e d t r o u b l e on top of 
t r o u b l e f o r the Germans» 

Two gun companies, plus elements of head
quarters and- the reconnaissance u r d t landed 
on D day a t Salernoo l o u gather t h a t the 
o u t f i t was s t r i c t l y on the busy side d u r i n g 
i n i t i a l phases of t h a t operation from the 
statenient of the CO L t o Ool Walter Tardy, 
t h a t i n the f i r s t 1 1 days the 6 0 1 s t o worked 
with t?ro B r i t i s h d i v i s i o n s , the 82ndo A i r 
borne, the 3 6 t h o and U^tho d i v i s i o n s and 
the Rangers, 

' I t was", remarked the c o l o n e l ^ "A b i t 
d i f f i c u l t t o m a i n t a i n c o n t r o l o " 

FINDS A HOIS 

The b a t t a l i o n found i t s "home-" September 2 0 , 
1 9 l i 3 , when i t was attached t o the 3rdo 
D i v i s i o n ^ the i n f a n t r y o u t f i t w i t h which i t 
has been most l a r g e l y associated ever sinceo 

Noo 2 Bjemory spot f o r the 601st<, l i e s i n 
never-to-bs-forgotten Anzio where i n a 
p e r i o d of f i v e dayss beginning February 2 9 , 
i t s crewmen accounted f o r 2 6 enemy tanks -
i n other words s a goodly share of the iiO 
armed Leviathans i t racked up d u r i n g the 
e n t i r e beachhead periodo 

A check of a v a i l a b l e records, i n c i d e n t a l l y , 
c r e d i t s the 601sto w i t h no less than 70 
tanks and s e l f - p r o p e l l e d gunss p l u s 1 1 
prabables, f o r the year 19Uii'thus f a r . 

During the Anzio stalem_at8 the b a t t a l i o n 
hugged the f r o n t l i n e s on a perimeter 
defense f o r a n t i - t a n k p r o t e c t i o n ; elements 
of the 6 0 1 s t o were up there d u r i n g the en
t i r e periodo I n the smash t o Eomey the 
T-D's gave the infantr;57inan the same close 
support i n b l a s t i n g German strong p o i n t s 
that has f e a t u r e d the a c t i o n through France„ 

A l l combat elements of the oOlsto landed on 
"D" day i n southern France - disembarking 
from 19 d i f f e r e n t vesselso 

THE FREHOH STORY 

And i t i s France - w i t h i t s mud, i t s misery 
and i t s v i c t o r y •= t h a t t h i s s t o r y of the 
601stp w i l l l a r g e l y deal -• a t a l e of i n 
cidents and men pieced together t o embody 
the o u t f i t as i t r e a l l y is=, A throwback to 
I t a l y , maybe f u r t h e r , may be necessaiy now 
and then t o round out the p i c t u r e - a p i c t u r e 
not y e t complete., 

E g p i r i t de Corps marks the 6 0 1 s t o from top 
i o bottom and i t grows as the months over
seas s t r e t c h one a f t e r the other• 

lou f i n d i t t o a marked degree i n Recon
naissance Company I'/hieh has the uneniri-
able task t o contact the enemy, g e n e r a l l y 
by shoving f a r enough ahead t o draw f i r e 
but i t can ~ and does - give a good account 
of i t s e l f through the mediujii of 50 c a l i b e r 
machine guns, 37mms on scout cars and jeepso 
The companjs coiiManded hj Gapto Russell Fo 

Bakey, included a potent pioneer section 
whose mine removal and road block construction 
and destruction - i s the pride of the b a t t a l 
ion. The section has an enviable record, 
considering the danger of i t s jobs, i n that i t 
has had only one casualty i n nearly 29 months 
of overseas service« 

Of a different nature was the payroll incident 
of F i r s t S g t o Alfred Eo Barry, L t , Leonard 
Lebo and PfCo Omer LaFranee, 

"About half of one platoon hadn't been Pd^id i n 
a long time and we had the money for thetnio" 
explained Barry, "The only trouble was that 
they were on an OP directing a r t i l l e r y f i r e for 
the Frencho We c a l l e d 'em and said: 'Hey, we 
got some dough for you guys - can we get up 
there?' 

'They said we could i f we were crazy enough 
so yre started - four miles up a mountain road 
with a Frenchman shovring us the location of 
German mineso 

"The OP was located l i k e t h i s - 200 yards to • 
the r i g h t were French Ghoums and 200 yards to 
the l e f t were the krauts. Both sides were 
having a big time throwing the stuff back and 
forth over the heads of our guyso 

"Well, we luorked the p a y r o l l deal t h i s way. 
The three of us l a i d down by the jeep and' the 
guys ?rould crawl down from the OP one at a 
tine<> LaFrance c a l l e d t h e i r names on the 
p a y r o l l , the lieutenant paid 'em off - then 
I'd c o l l e c t from- them for an old PX ration 
b i l l . Those gents claimed forever afterward 
that the only reason I came up there was to get 
that PX dough; i t s t i l l doesn't do any good 
to deny it,» 

More to the point of konking krauts was the 
action featuring Sgto Johnny E z z e l l and Sgt„ 
Wiley Jo Mann ?riio, with other recon units, 
turned an expected r e s t into a hun busting 
expedition,, 

The recons had pxxlled up on a h i l l for a l i t t l e 
breather when a column of enemy vehicles 
started moving out from a nearby town i n an 
escape efforto E z z e l l , forgetting the vacation, 
knocked off the f i r s t three cars vath r a z z l e -
dazzle f i r e from a ^0 c a l i b e r on a scout car. 
Mann closed off the column v/hen he KO'd a 
truck at the rear. Thus boxed i n , the Germans 
had nothing to do but take i t - and plenty of 
i t from nearby "P-D's v/ith a sweeping f i e l d of 
f i r e o Dozens of trucks, jeeps, etc, were shot 
up, hundreds of prisoners taken. 

Like other scout units, the oOlst's» Recon 
found the going f a s t and heavy - mqptly f a s t -
up from Southern France, I n f a c t , i t went so 
rapidly that Sgt, Ed Josowitz' commission 
couldn't catch up m t h him. But today he's 
saf e l y a lieutenanto 

Tills same o f f i c e r , together vd.th S g t , E z z e l l , 
S g t o Brian L y o n s S , Sgt„ (now Lt,) Vince 
Bonner and a French colonel sought to scout out 
one town for an irJ'antry attack when they ran 
into a road block, 

E z z e l l k i l l e d two krauts guarding the block 
b u t not before th e i r companions had sent up 
red f l a r e s c a l l i n g down a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 
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A l l f i v e men were cut o f f from t h e i r main 
body, but E z z e l l , Bonner and JosoiTitz 
managed t o make i t back under a ? f i t h e r i n g 
p r o t e c t i v e f i r e l a i d doim hj a couple of" 
3 7 ' S o Lyons5, c l o s e r t o the road block., was 
pinned do\'m f o r hours under machine gun 
f i r e b ut f i n a l l y returnedj, minus c l o t h i n g 
which had been rippe d o f f i n a barbed w i r e 
entanglemento 

Krauts were posted a l l over the landscape 
and the shooting ̂  then was on a mi n i a t u r e 
b a t t l e scale o Scoxrb cars accounted f o r 
p l e n t y of kra u t s personnel i n the scrapo 

The French c o l o n e l ? 

The next day he showed up s a f e l y w i t h t h i s 
s t o r y as t o l d t o Tec„ $ Clauds Christmas: 

During the scrap he had leaped i n t o a f o x 
hole and, w h i l e he wasn*t ducking b u l l e t s • 
and shrapnel, spotted German gim p o s i t i o n s 
as they f i r e d o He marked «em a l l on a map 
and when h i s i n f a n t r y o u t f i t attacked the 
troops knew \srhere everything was and the 
k r a u t s were chased out w i t h b i g losseso 

The c o l o n e l j i n c i d e n t a l l y . , was armed onljr 
w i t h an ancient French r i f l e which contained 
three bullets» With two he shot Germans b u t 
the t h i r d he saved f o r himself - j u s t i n 
case, as he put it„ 

At Donzere a s e c t i o n of the Recons ran i n t o 
something new i n the way of German subterfuge 
w h i l e spearheading a task f o r c e i n a f a s t 
punching a c t i o n ^ 

As they reached the town the l e a d i n g elements 
noted a l a r g e groug of c i v i l i a n s out waving 
f l a g s and other>'d.se g i v i n g gestiires of w e l 
come b u t when the f i r s t jeep p u l l e d i n k r a u t 
machine gun f i r e s t a r t e d spitting<> 

I t developed l a t e r t h a t the Germans had 
turned t h e i r guns on the populace t o f o r c e 
them t o stand out and wave f l a g s , thus g i v 
i n g the appearance of another l i b e r a t e d 
v i l l a g e o 
The f i r s t jeep i n t o town.^ p i l o t e d by TeCo 5' 
ChristmasJ headed s t r a i g h t f o r the k r a u t 
gunner and f o r c e d him away, enabling 
Christmas and f i v e others t o e s t a b l i s h a 
bridgehead i n the f i r s t house i n the v i l 
lage » There thej stayed f o r seven hours 
under the raistaken b e l i e f t h a t f o o t troops 
were coming i n t o take the l o c a l i t y ^ 

But t h a t a c t i o n never developedj although 
the crevfs of tvw Recon. scout cars, also 
under the same d e l u s i o n , roamed the to^'m's 
o u t s k i r t s shooting Germans where they saw 
'em. Thus the s i x men i n t h e i r lone American 
h e l d house were r i g h t i n the midst of a 
p i t c h e d b a t t l e . 

Sharing t h a t experience m t h Christmas were 
Sgto S z a e l l , Lto Bonner, Tec, 5 tloe S l a t e r , 
Sgto Lyons and Sgto Ted Jersyko 'Hie scout 
car crews were made up of Gplo Claj'ton B e l l , 
Teco 5 S a r i Campbellj," Pf Co E l s i e ffidden, Pvto 
Otto B r i i s k i , Sgto Mann, Pfc, Joe Delagado, 
PfCo Hotrard Brovm and Pvt„ L e v i Oreadfulwater... 

The Seventh I n f a n t r y and the oOlst's conq^any 
A have a f e e l i n g a k i n t o t h a t of blood b r o t h s r a 
inasmuch as the l a t t e r u n i t landed a t Anzio 
w i t h the 7 t h o an a s s o c i a t i o n which has l a s t e d 
a l l the way through Franceo 

"Ands" added Gapt, Francis X, Lambert, " i t 
has been an a s s o c i a t i o n we have enjoyedo" 

Tills "enjoyment" has brought sadness m u l t i p l i e d 
t o the k r a u t s on diverse occasions such as a t 
Anzio where one p l a t o o n alone dusted o f f nine 
German tanks o I t i s the boast of the com.pany 
t h a t i t s armor i n the p l a t o o n of Lto Thomas 
K e l l y was the f i r s t across highway s i x on the 
brealcout from the I t a l i a n beachhead. The 
company racked up a hard-to-beat mark on the 
o u t s k i r t s of Rom.e when the guns of another 
p l a t o o n accounted d i r e c t l y f o r three German 
tanl<;s and f o r c e d the k r a u t s t o abandon nine 
others f o r a t o t a l bag of 12, 

Back a t Besancon the destroyers of company A 
gave a demonstration i n f o r t b u s t i n g t h a t must 
h.ave made King A r t h u r t u r n over i n h i s grave. 

Big doors on the f o r t vrtiich s h e l t e r e d a number 
of k r a u t s couldn't be knocked down so the T-Bss 
vfere c a l l e d and a few rounds l a t e r the doors 
Ia2r smashed under p o i n t blanlc f i r e , opening tl^e 
way f o r doughboys t o rush across the moat and 
get a t the Germanso Then i t was a l l overo 

Destroyers i n t h a t a c t i o n were manned by Sgt. 
Galant, Tec, U Joe Domoslay, Sgto Max Andress, 
PfCo Robert Hyde, Pfc, A r t h u r Joyce, Sgt„ Dale 
Davis, Teco $ Sd Brenot, Tec, 5 Robert S i c a r d , 
TeCo h H o l s t e i n and Pvt, Joe McGowan, 

Besancon also held another l i i g h p o i n t f o r the 
company when one of i t s platoons caught a k r a u t 
convoy on the northtfest side of town and w i t h 
some neat p o i n t blank-firing-..erased 2 7 vehicles.^ ., 
and dozens of t h e i r occupants, 

"Oyx f i r e swept t h a t road l i k e a broom," yras 
the waj one wan p u t i t o 

FAST ACTION 

Sgto Dante Gappiello and h i s crew d i d n ' t 
e x a c t l y have a" " f i e l d day" l i k e t h a t but they 
d i d demonstrate the proper way to p l a y hide and 
go seek i-Tith a k r a u t tank dug i n on a h i l l s i d e 
as a g l o r i f i e d p i l l b o x . 

The k r a u t was covering a main road and to 
approach i n h i s view was an i n v i t a t i o n t o 
t r o u b l e - r e a l trouble„ So Gappiello maneuv
ered h i s v e h i c l e i n such f a s h i o n as t o p u l l up 
around a corner hidden from the German's view. 

Then, quick l i k e the f l a s h of an adder's tongue, 
the sergeant threw h i s destroyer around the. 
corner and knocked o f f the b.un before the l a t t e r 
r e a l i z e d the tiiae of dayo 

" I t was necessary t h a t we get the f i r s t shot 
and we d i d , " said the sergeant. His crew i n 
cluded Gplo A r t Buchjiian, Gpl„ Werner Benesch, 
Gplo Harold Glaycomb and Pvt, George GraY/e, 

Over i n B Company, eommanded by Gapt, Ambrose 
Go S a l f e n , their l i k e t o shoot the pages back t o 
I t a l y f o r the r e a l l j f spectacular shoots, 
although the o u t f i t h.as dons p l e n t y of b r i l l i a n t 
" v r r i t i n g " i n France, 
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But f i r s t take "Welch's Bone-mrd" back on 
Anzio which the l i e u t e n a n t mentioned e a r l i e r 
and Sgto Larson accounted f o r fiv-e k r a u t 
i n b e l i e v e - i t - o r - n o t s t y l e l i k e t h i s ? 

Seventeen - count «ea - 17 Oex-man tanks 
were approaching the American p o s i t i o n s , 
t h r e a t e n i n g t o overrun f r o n t - l i n e i n f a n t r y 
foj^oieso -The T-Ds had one gun i n the 
immediate sector, concerned m t h t h i s account 
and i t was parked beside a b u i l d i n g o 

From the gun p o s i t i o n i t was impossible t o 
see the approaching tanks because a lo n g , 
continuous r i s e hid them from view. 

To do the job the o f f i c e r and the sergeant 
a l t e r n a t e d a t shooting the three ineher and 
observing from the u p s t a i r s YJ-indow of the 
bu i l d i n g o The f i r s t shot picked off the 
lead tank i n a column of f i v e , the next b l a s t 
konl-ced the l a s t one. A f t e r t h a t i t -was a 
matter of sweeping up and down the road t o 
pi c k o f f the other thre e , 

" I won't f o r g e t running up and down those 
s t a i r s t o watch the s h e l l s h i t homej" sa3.d 
the o f f i c e r , "Our rounds were c l e a r i n g the 
heads of the infantr;/' by about f o u r f e e t as 
they s a i l e d up over t h a t r i s e , " 

Later on three more of the 17 tanks were 
given the business by L t , Welch's T-Ds and 
the junk heap thus formed vras nicknamed 
"Welch's Boneyard," 

A HALF DOZEN 

Then, d u r i n g the b i g counter-attack l a s t 
February 29, the destroyers of L t , John D, 
C h r i s t i a n ' s p l a t o o n took the measure of a 
half dozen k r a u t tanks i n ttiree days' time. 
As a s i d e l i g h t of t h a t a f f a i r . , the s i g h t 
clamp on the o f f i c e r ' s tank was broken, 
making bore s i g h t i n g a t h i n g of the past. 
However, Kentucky windage as p r a c t i c e d by 
the gunner, Sgt, Henrj' Godlewski, proved 
deadly e f f i c i e n t against the G8rma,ns, 

Proudest boast of the company i n s o f a r as 
Anzio i s concerned was the d i s t i n c t i o n of 
never l o s i n g a destroyer t o a German tank 
and, adds Gapto S a l f e n , "Om- guns never 
r o l l e d backward there - nor anwhere else 
for t h a t matter," 

"Kraut ¥oods," a German needle i n the 
i n f a n t r y ' s side during the breakout from 
Anzio, "was cleaned out a mile southwest of 
Cisterna by the company's T-Ds, The dough
boys had been stopped co l d there by 
murderous German machine gun f i r e . 

The destroyers p u l l e d up and, i n an 
in n o v a t i o n f o r them, threw i n t r e e b u r s t 
which kept the Germans i n t h e i r holes w h i l e 
f o o t troops went i n aixi dug 'em out. More 
than UO machine gun nests were mopped up 
i n t h a t one spot. 

I n France one of the b i g shoots put on by 
the company came i n the v i c i r a . t y of La 
Bourgance, The destroyers were i n p o s i t i o n 
on a ridge l o o k i n g down on a roadway over 
which the Germans were t n r i n g t o move 
reinforcements, 

An open area i n the woods, about 200 yards lo»g 
gave the destroj/ers a s h o r t , but as events 
proved, an adequate t r a c k i n g space, 

" I t was something we had been w a i t i n g f o r be
cause we had t r a v e l e d miles through mud and 
mountains w i t h the Germans l o o k i n g down on us 
most of the time," s a i d one sergeant, "Now 
i t was our t u r n . As the Germans t r i e d to move 
t h e i r s t u f f we'd l e t 'em have i t and our 
pla t o o n accounted f o r three Hark 17 tanks, 
f i v e large personnel Q a r r i e r s , three f l a k 
wagons, some horse di^wn a r t i l l e r y and a 
couple of Jeeps - not t o mention p l e n t y of 
perso'nnelo" 

Kon~eom leaders i n on the shoot were Sgt, John 
Howe.k, Sgto John Mulcahy, Sgt« Rudolph Larson 
and S t a f f , Sgt,^Coverino Lombardi, The same 
gentlemen were i n on s b i g h i l l a t Vesoul when 
the destroyers made a r i g h t f l a n k r t m t o cut 
o f f Geman columns t r y i n g t o escape the on-
coning Americans, This time they racked up 10 
ve h i c l e s . 

Describing the l a t t e r action,Sgt, Mulcahy sa i d 
"we k i l l e d betTfeen 7 5 and 100 Germans, You ~ _ 
could see 'em a l l bunched up, no place f o r 'em 
to go. I t was slaughter," 

Ho r e c i t a l of B Goiipan7/ would be complete 
w i t h o u t a des c r i p t b r i of the b l o c k - o f f a c t i o n 
near famed Montelimar, Tne destroyers \7ere 
approaching t h a t i l l - s t a r r e d v i l l a g e when a 
k r a u t escape convoy was spotted moving toward 
them. The* T-Ds moved up another 1,000 yards 
and s t a r t e d f i r i n g . 

The Geriiians were heading tox-vard an a l t e r n a t e 
escape r o u t e , b ut the accurate oOlst, gunnery 
got tv«ro l a r g e trucks which blocked the road 
and i n general f o u l e d up the Hun e f f o r t t o f l e e 
Montelimar, What f o l l o w e d then under the 
potindlng a r t i l l e r y , a i r corps and i n f a n t r y i s 
h i s t o r y - and a sad one f o r the Hun, 

Youngish l o o k i n g Gapt, Sam Richardson 
emphasizes t h a t no word p i c t u r e of h i s C 
Company could be p r o p e r l y s t a r t e d other than 
by mentioning, offhand l i k e , t h a t the o u t f i t 
had the f i r s t T-Ds across the V o l t u r n o , 

"We're proud of t h a t one," he says simply. 

But the company has been making noted moves 
since l a n d i n g i n France too, inau g u r a t i n g i t s 
a c t i o n a t C o l l o b r i e r e s Tfhere some of i t s 
elements added 37 Germans t o the BY cage under 
unusual circumstances - unusual f o r the k r a u t s , 
t h a t i s -

The Huns were pedaling t h e i r bikes i n t o the 
town f o r a r e s t , unaware t h a t the Americans 
vrere t h e r e , Pvt, Richard rialone and Sgt, 
Clyde Ghoate accoTinted f o r 11 them.selves„ 

The very next day Ghoate, whose deeds are 
r e t o l d around the company, f i r e d h i s destroyer 
I n t o a road b l o c k , k i l l i n g 30 Germans and 
destroy i n g an anti-taril< gun j u s t before i t 
teed o f f on him, Sgt, S t a f f o r d T, White, Pvt, 
Charles M i t c h e l l and Pfc, Jay W, S h i v e l y were 
i n on t h a t a c t i o n t o o . 
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AM S t a f f Sgto B i l l Harper, set up a t & 
road block near another French town, s t i l l 
wonders j u s t what was i n the mind of one 
German when he stopped h i s lead truck^ i n a 
small convoy, got oxit and. s t a r t e d walking 
toward the T-Ds p o s i t i o n . Harper d i d n ' t 
give him much time f o r r e f l e c t i o n because 
he opened up h i s ^0 - c a l i b e r prontoo Three 
Hun trucks were destroyed and e i g h t of the 
personnel they c a r r i e d were k i l l e d o Techo 
5 W i l l i a m To Owens, PfCo Charles Schii-aerj, 
Pvto Belmar Orr, Gpl, E a r l DeTienne and Gplo 
George Dietz aided and abetted him,, 

At Brignoles the company's destroyer, 
h i t t i n g from the flanlcs i n close c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h an i n f a n t r y a t t a c k scored h e a v i l y 
against a t l e a s t three a n t i - t a n k gitns, 
personnel c a r r i e r s , f l a k wagons, irinumer-
able machine guns, and German f o o t troops« 

" I t was one of the best shoots we've ever 
had, some of the h o t t e s t a c t i o n y " said the 
c a p t a i n , 

Sgto Joseph Scoggins has a crew which holds 
t h a t economy i s an e x c e l l e n t r u l e t o f OIIOVT 
on the b a t t l e f i e l d as w e l l as anywhere else 
and by vray f o proof they knocked out s i x 
German v e h i c l e s , i n c l u d i n g two Mark IV tanks, 
w i t h j u s t 12 rounds of w e l l - p l a c e d ammunition. 

viorking w i t h an i n f a n t r y d i v i s i o n nev/ t o 
combat and thus new t o the tank destroyer, 
S g t o lliomas Langan convinced a d o u b t f u l 
doughboj'- o f f i c e r of the weapon's accuracj'-, 

The krauts were using a house as a strong 
p o i n t t o d i r e c t heavy mortar f i r e against . 
American doughfeet dug i n nearby. The i n f a n t r y 
o f f i c e r wanted t o p u l l back h i s troops before 
Langan's T-D opened f i r e b ut the sergeant r e 
marked, " I don't b e l i e v e t h a t ' l l be necessary. 
S i r , w e ' l l get the house and never touch your 
men," 

3-;. 

The f i r s t round to r e i n t o the b u i l d i n g and | • 
sent a k r a u t sprawling from the r o o f where hk 
had been observing. The destroyer threTf i n 
36 more rounds and every one was a h i t , 

"Kie i n f a n t r y o f f i c e r needed no more convinc
i n g , " smiled the sergeant» "He was dancing 
up and dovm f o r j o y a f t e r ;ve f i n i s h e d , " The 
range was 2,^00 yards, Langan's crew: Pfc, 
V/iley Co I v e y , Pvt, Emil LeMay, Pvt, Louis 
Doake and Cpl, Harold Fradss, 

Another e x c e l l e n t e x h i b i t i o n of long range 
f i r i n g occurred on a h i l l mass near S t , Die 
from which L t , C l i f t o n Mooneyham's p l a t o o n 
zeroed i n on a road some 3,000 yards away and 
acco-'onted f o r a t l e a s t seven German v e h i c l e s . 

The destroyer men saw one German h a l f t r a c k 
a t the edge of a sma.ll woods, the only 
enemy v e h i c l e w i t h i n miles - they thoughto 
But a f t e r they had taken a shot and knocked 
i t out the others s t a r t e d nosing around and 
were accorded s i m i l a r treatment, 

Scoggins claims t h a t one shot got two 
v e h i c l e s because the explosion of one 
wrecked anothero I l l s crew included Tech, 
5 B i l l y Garden, Gplo Paul Hornsby, PfCo 
Michael Molan and Pvt, Ralph Hardraan. 

I n f i g h t i n g or f u n , the 601st, t o the man knows 
how the i n f a n t r y man l i v e s , how important he i s 
to winni..ng the war. That's why i n support 
r o l e s f o r the doughboot i t does the most work, 
heaps the most d e s t r u c t i o n on the German, 

You know the 6 0 1 s t , i s up there from t h i s 
t a l l y of avrards received': UBO Purple Hearts, 
82 S i l v e r S t a r s , 7 1 Bronze S t a r s , nine Croix 
de Geurre, f o u r ISGs and two Legions of M e r i t , 
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