
ma OF ANTI-TAHK WEAPONS MD II1DIVI_DUAL COMPANY TACTICS. We 
go t a b s o l u t e l y nothing f r o m books o r manuals i n t h e U. S. They 
spoke i n g e n e r a l t i e s anci o f f e r e d no s p e c i f i c s . Now t h a t I l o o k 
back, you w o u l d have thought we would g a i n f r o m t h e B r i t i s h ex
p e r i e n c e b u t , as I r e c a l l , n o t h i n g v/lkSgainecU Whether we d i d Ve'f^ 
ask to r i g h t q u e s t i o n s o r w h e t h s r the home t r o o p s d i d n ' t know 
we d i d not g a i n much i n s i g h t . " H u l l down"? " a l t e r n a t e f i r i n g 
p o s i t i o n s " ; " r a p i d movement" came t o us i n N o r t h A f r i c a . Thfe 
Germans were ma s t e r s a t use o f t e r r a i n . They sought out t h e 
r a v i n e s , w a d i s , mounds and used them t o t h e u t m o s t , went 
h u l l - d o w n a t g v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y . I f no n a t u r a l f e a t u r e e x i s t e d ^ 
we c r e a t e d p r o t e c t i o n by d i g g i n g t h e d e s t r o y e r i n . M u t u a l 
s u p p o r t was by p l a t o o n . Three c o v e r i n g f o r t h e one moving. No 
more t h a t a few rounds from each p o s i t i o n — then p u l l back and 
move t o an a l t e r n a t e . A t E l G-euttar, we had suf^h n a t u r a l mounds, 
e t c an(d t h a t v/as o u r s a l v a t i o n . Spacing of guns Vi/as n o t a c c o r d 
i n g to yards, o r f e e t b u t a c c o r d i n g t o the t e r - ' - ^ i n . Often a gun 
mi g h t be oarering a wadi onj.y. 

I n an a t t a c k we used t h e same t a c t i c s . Movement was from, c o v e r 
t o cover w i t h ' 3 c o v e r i n g one. Movement was t o be a h i g h e s t speed 
p o s s i b l e . Each gun s e l e c t e d i t s n e x t p o s i t i o n f r o m the p r o t e c t e d 
one. None o f t h i s b u s i n e s s o f s i t t i n g o u t i n t h e open t o be p i c k s 
o f f . ••• .-, .... 

From what I can p i e c e t o g e t h e r , t h e d e bacle a t P a i d was a r e s u l t 
of p o s i t i o n i n g . The tanks o f 1 s t Armored s a t o u t on t h e f l a t 
g r o u n d , s i l h o u e t t e d l i k e s i t t i n g ducks. I t was no prob l e m f o r t h e 
^tanks o r 88 crews t o p i c k thoBi J i f f . I ce.:-tainly am" n o t b l a m i n g 
t h e 1 s t as'maybe t h a t was the way Montgomery f o u g h t i n t h e Western 
D e s e r t , I do n o t remember t h a t we had smoke bombs or f l a r e s . 
F l a r e s were a b i g h e l p as t h e y h i g h - l i g h t e d each t a n k and motor 
c a r r i e r . Smoke bombs c o u l d h e l p i n e x t r i c a t i n g f r o m an exposed 
p o s i t i o n . 

Whether t r u e or n o t , i t was commonly a c c e p t e d t h a t t h e German 
tanks had t h e i r machine guns synchronized w i t h t h e i r main gun. 
Thus a t n i g h t , i f t h e machine gun g o t a r i c h c h e t t h e main gun 
was f i r e d . T h i s m i g h t have r e s u l t e d i n f i r i n g a t b o u l d e r s but 
a l s o caught our armor i n t h e open. We d i d n o t have t h i s c a p a c i l i t 
on t h e TD o r t a n k . More t r i e r e a s o n t o g e t " h u . l l down". 

Pue t o ammunition s h o r t a g e , we n e v e r r e a l l y had enough a c t u a l 
f i r i n g p r a c t i c e . Gunnery wbii t h e 75mm was much l i k e a r t i l l e r y 
a d j u s t i n g . 
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M3» 75nun gun. Everyone knew t h i s was a joke. R e a l i s t i c a l l y 
we recognized t h a t the army had to get something quick and 
t h i s was the stop-gap. I t c e r t a i n l y beat the towed guns we 
o r i g i n a l l y ha.d. The gun was l e s s than 1,000 v e l o c i t y and i t 
had l i m i t e d t r a v e r s e . Armor p l a t e might d e f l e c t machine gun 
f i r e but n o t h i n g g i g g e r . Being a l / 2 t r a c k one had t o be care* 
f u l l so t h a t i t d i d not k i c k a t r a c k . 
MIO, 3" gun. we found t h i s destroyer to be very good. Ours 
"were twi.n d e i s e l s and problems were not t h a t bad. Our ^.nmored 
d i v i s i o n s envied t h a t a e i s e l which d i d not f l a s h bum e a s i l y . 
I remember an i n c i d e n t when one of our MlO's was t o accompany 
a Sherman ( a t n i g h t ) to an exposed p o s i t i o n to: f i r e on German 
p o s i t i o n s . The Sherman was l e a d i n g and he h i t a mine i n the 
r e a r and i t becam.e a *'flamer" immiediately, miuch to the h o r r o r 
of our people. I had no experience w i t h o t h e r models. ~ - • 
Everyone knows about the JEEP and the 2-1/2 t o n 6 x 6 . 

Somehow i n North A f r i c a word was c i r c u l a t e d — — — t h a t 
the American A t t i t u d e was " l e t George do i t " ' . Meaning l e t some-
els e . I had a compaiy form.ation i n which I gs-ve •' the men ^ 
s t e r n l e c t u r e ' e x p l a i n i n g t h a t vm were George". Some wag mutter
ed: "Captain, my name i s Harry", 



AHMOR AND EQUIPMENT OP GERMAN AMY. Time has dimmed by r e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f s p e c i f i c s but c e r t a i n t h i n g s do stand out. The 
tank mostly encountered i n T u n i s i a was the Mark IV.. I do not 
remember a Ti g e r u n t i l l a t e r . We could contend w i t h the IV w i t h 
a good h i t . 
Thei:c l i g h t m^achine ,gun was su i ) e r i o r to anything we had. One 
t h i n g t h a t g a l l s me i s that- i n a l l the m.ovies, TV shows, et c . 
none o f them r e c r e a t e the r i j i p i n g sound made by tlae gtm. I t 
was no " r a t - t a t - t a t " 5 but t h a t r i p p i n g sound. I o f t e n t h i n k 
t h a t the p s y c o l o g i c a l e f f e c t was as great as the r a t e of f i r e . 
B a r r e l ! replacem.ent had to be rsvpid and o f t e n . Author Martini 
Blumenson vv'rote ( i n one o f h i s books) axi a n a l y s i s o f equipment 
which I found to be h i g h l y accurate. 

The famed 8 8 was a f t e r a l l an a n t i - a i r c r a f t weapon. I do not 
know hov; i t sta.pted, but they used i t as a groiond support weapon 
i n North A f r i c a , T h e i r crews were dashing and quick to setuj). 
They had no s p e c i a l armor to p r o t e c t them. I t vvas amusing to me, 
t h a t almost any type o f a r t i l l e r 3 r f i r e wa.s c a l l e d an 8 8 . I n f e n t r y 
t r o ops would c a l l a-ything as 8 8 . I have been -under r e g u l a r 
a r t i l l e j r - y f i r e which bears the usual '^incoming-' sounds. The 8 8 
came w i t h a "crs-ck". 
Mortar f i r e was also very accurate. Tank and TD crews got to 
know t h a t given time, the Germans could put a round i n the 
t i x r r e t , 
A i r c r a f t were not t h a t s u p e r i o r . At El Guettar I remember a 
f l i g h t of at l e a s t 20 "Stukas" approaching. Our f i r s t AA 
•burst seemed t o be r i g h t on th.e nose o f the l e a d plane whereupon 
they a l l dumped t h e i r loads short o f our p o s i t i o n s . This was 
the l a s t I saw of the dtuka. 
The Tiger_ and Fanthef were awesome. Heavy p l a t i n g and h i g h 
v e l o c i t y gun. As i r e c a l l they d i d not have great speed. The 
Germans had loaded tPxe suspeajsion system t o th.e l i m . i t and i t was 
the cause o f l a t e r m.echanical f a i l u r e s . At Anzio some o f our men 
t o l d me t h a t they bag^eed severa,l which had simply broken down. 
As I understand i t , the U. S. Army had the same problem — suspen
sion.. You can load only sa much tonnage onto the suspension. E i t h e r 
I j l a t e -protection or gun. 
The Gex'mnns had a small heater which was a gem.. I t was about 6" 
high and 4" in^ diameter. I t d i d not r e q u i r e a pump t o heat up 
l i : ^ e a COLEMAN. They were h i g h l y p r i z e d f o r p r o v i d i n g heat f o r 
food and d r i n k . 
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