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From SOUK-EL-KHEMIS A Company-,,was attached to the French XIX t h . Corps, (Foreign Legion) amd 

sent t o "Pichon", A r r i v i n g there on Xmas eve i n l a t e afternoon. Gloomy and s t i l l r a i n i n g 

so t h e r e f o r e nobody had anything a t a l l t h a t v;as considered dry, not even a decent c i g a r e t t e . 

I n those days some o u t f i t had come out w i t h a c i g a r e t t e t h a t had waterproof paper 

which was f i n e , but a t t h i s time the tobacco was soaked, so t h a t was useless t o o . 

While s t i l l i n bivoua9 , I had some of my crew d i g a 6x6x6 and scrounge around the area f o r 

some l i k e l y poles and some firevrood. But even t h a t was drenched t o the core, We then became 

a b i t desperate and misserable, f o r i t had been a s o l i d week t h a t we had t r a v e l e d through 

the A t l a s Mountains and i t had rained every day f o r the whole e i g h t hundred miles , So i n 

desparation we had t o have something dry t o wear, I pryed o f f the slugs o f f of a couple 

75 A^'P's, b u r r i e d the rounds and used the gun powder t o i g n i t e a f i r e and thus d r i e d some 

of our c l o t h e s . But t h a t comforting j e s t u r e d i d ' n t l a s t very long. I n a couple of hours 

we were on the move again w i t h our " Purple Heart Boxes " w i t h the modified W l "75's 

From then on i t vms " David vs, G o l i a t h " as f a r as the French were concerned. 

We were the Big Brother t h a t could do the job, . For a few weeks t h a t my platoon was 

attached t o the Legion and covering a 60 m.ile f r o n t . 

The primary mission, or Operation " TORCH " as i t was b e t t e r Knov^n vms, t o c o n s t a n t l y 

harrass the "Desert Fox's " f l a n k . The 8th . B r i t i s h Army had dislogged the krauts from 

Alexandria and i n t h e i r r e t r e a t , we were supposed t o contain them near the coast and not 

allo w them t o spread out a l l over T u n i s i a , which c o n s t i t u t e d of a g i g a n t i c cat and mouse 

game f o r a fev/ weeks, u n t i l they nought up w i t h us a t Ousseltia, 

Up t o t h i s p o i n t , a l l the contacts t h a t we had had w i t h the enemy were of a daytime 

nature. I t seems t h a t j u s t about every skirmish ended a t j u s t about sundown. And i n A f r i c a , 

i n the w i n t e r time there i s hardly any t w i l i g h t , the sun goes down, and i n f i f t e e n minutes 

or l e s s , i t i s dark. 

Since the Foreign Leagion was doing the reconnaisance f o r us, we would e s t a b l i s h some 

p o s i t i o n somewhere near where they had observed some enemy armor a c t i o n the previous day, 

th e r e f o r e sometimes .30 to 60 miles av;ay. At sundovm we would dismantle a l l the camouflage , 

r e f i l l a l l t h ^ foxholes and I n general p o l i c e up. the a r « t h a t „e had occupied t h a t day 
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And. march order t o the next l o c a t i o n during the n i g h t , i n t o t a l blackout of course and 

a r r i v i n g i n the e a r l y A.M., prepare the p o s i t i o n , d i g new foxholes, p a i n s t a k i n g l y e r e c t i n g 

new camouflage t o compliment the surroundings, get something t o eat, and i f we were lucky 

get a couple of hours of shut eye, a l l before "Photo Freddy " i n h i s rscon plane, could 

paye us a v i s i t a t f i r s t l i g h t . You could set your watch by him i n the morning. 

S h o r t l y a f t e r , f a r o f f i n the distance, some French s o l d i e r would spot some movement 

ahead, and f i r e h i s r i f l e . I n answer some German or I t a l i a n would respond. This went on 

f o r a few minutes w i t h several others chiming i n u n t i l one side or the other would open 

up w i t h the steccato of a machine gun, and soon i t , also would be answered w i t h m.ore of 

the same. And then the mortors would s t a r t barking followed by the a r t i l l e r y and a s o l i d 

war was i n a c t i o n . The enemy tanks v/ere around and could be observed jockying f o r some 

b e t t e r p o s i t i o n , j u s t i n case things got t o be a l i t t l e too r u f f f o r the i n f a n t r y boys and 

f o r t h e i r a r t i l l e r y support. Let us not f o r g e t t h a t they a t t h i s time enjoyed a i r supremacy 

and very w e l l took advantage of i t , t o our dismay. We a t times experienced being bombed or ̂  

s t r a f f e d a t l e a s t once or twice an hour every day a l l day long and w i t h not any signs 

of B r i t i s h or American planes f o r 8 t o 10 days a t a c l i p . I t became very depressing and 

discouraging. 

The l o g i c behind a l l t h i s m.oving around t h a t we were doing, was t o emphasize on the good 

F i e l d Marschal Rommel t h a t we were indeed a si z a b l e f o r c e on h i s f l a n k . By t h i s time, the 

pressure on him from the south (Montgomery) was g e t t i n g f o r him harder and harder to bare 

and h i s vast armada was g e t t i n g t h i r s t y f o r gasoline as a t t h i s time the American and 

B r i t i s h a i r commands were s i n k i n g j u s t about every German ship t h a t dared approach the 

A f r i c a n coast and h i s supplies were running s h o r t , Somehov.? he found out t h a t there was 

a huge dump of the s t u f f a t "Kasserine". To put thi n g s i n the proper perspective, you 

i n q u i r e d i n your l e t t e r t o B i l l Harper; "What happened a t Kasserine ? " Well s i r , 

t o the best of my a b i l i t y and r e c o l e c t i o n , since I was i n A company a t the time, I w i l l 

t r y t o do my best t o answer t h a t . 
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A couple of days before t h i s event, we,my platoon had r e j o i n e d the company and had been 

deployed a t a p o i n t accross Ousseltia v a l l e y . My group layed behind a k n o l l w i t h j u s t the 

gun and the t u r r e t overlooking the area ahead. We had Purple Heart Boxes deployed abreast 

on both sides of the road t h a t ran r i g h t up and down the center of the v a l l e y f o r some 

two t o three miles ahead to some P.oraan Ruins a t the other end. On the other side of the 

k n o l l t h a t I occupied I had placed a forward O.P., w i t h a radio and b i n o c u l a r s . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t we had borrowed from the F i r s t Armored D i v i s i o n (whom had j u s t 

entered the b a t t l e area) some f o u r or s i x ¥. -5 l i g h t tanks, t o r e c o n o i t e r the v a l l e y up 

ahead. They would go up the v a l l e y a t about a hundred or so yards i n t e r v a l and a t a very 

moderate speed so as not t o r a i s e too m.uch dust, the road being p u l v e r i z e d t o absolute 

powder from centuries of t r a v e l . This went on a l l day u n t i l about 4.30 P.}!., and since 

there had been no a c t i o n and consequently, nothing t o r e p o r t , j u s t about a l l of us v e r s 

careless of our a c t i o n s . 

As I p r e v i o u s l y mentioned, so f a r n i g h t a c t i v i t y had not been knowno Well, now t h a t the 

f o u r had gone up t o the r u i n s f o r t h e i r l a s t time and were on t h e i r way back, my 

f i e l d r a dio "crackled i t was Pvt. Duggan my man a t the O.P. i n q u i r i n g ? " Hey Dee, 

hov; many tanks went up the road the l a s t time ? " I i m m i d i a t e l y replyed, the usual 

f o u r , why ? " Well, t h a t ' s funny, I nov; count s i x , and they are close together, w a i t 

there's seven, there's ten, h e l l they are coming out from a l l over the place. The whole 

v a l l e y i s loaded w i t h them and they are coming out from behind every rock." About t h i s 

time, we went i n t o a c t i o n , j u s t about a l l of the T.D's had p l e n t y of t a r g e t s a t e i g h t 

hundred yards and much l e s s . We were f i r i n g t h a t 75 a t j u s t about everything i n f r o n t of 

us t h a t moved and now they were r o l l i n g toward us w i t h everything b i a s i n g . They seemed t o 

have the accurate range on almost e v e r y t h i n g , and t h a t was the l a s t t h a t I have seen or 

heard from Pvt.Tommy Duggan, 

Being past masters i n the a r t of camouflage as they were, they had been there a l l day long 

observing our carelesness, completly undetected, and w i t h o u t a doubt l i s t e n i n g i n on a l l 

our conversations on the S8.rae radio frequency. F i n a l l y , they had cought-up w i t h the black 

"Y" on the yellow square background, i t turned out t o be not so much of a "TIGER" a f t e r 

a l l . 



page U 

A fev/ days l a t e r , w h i l e a t S b e i t l a , again no day time a c t i v i t y , but a t dusk, here they 

came. Vlithout exaduration, we were confronted w i t h no less than one hundered tanks, they 

were everywhei'e, A tank b a t t l e a t n i g h t i s not funny, but spectacular. Anyhovi they 

succeeded i n c r e a t i n g a "route " which continued on t o the next day. I n my es t i m a t i o n t h i s 

became the "Non Glorious American 4.0 mile r e t r e a t We made the B r i t i s h a t Dunkirk look 

s i l l y , Tney pushed and pushed u n t i l we overran our supposedly reenforcements t h a t never 

i n f i l t r a t e d our l i n e s because as we l a t e r found out, theyhad abandonned t h e i r m a t e r i e l . I t 

consisted of brand new f i g h t i n g equipment t h a t we had never seen, l i k e new 9Qmm Ack ack 

guns and much more. Up t o now, the best and the biggest t h i n g t h a t we had t o beat o f f the 

Stukas, was our ever f a i t h f u l 50cal, machine gun. Those b i g and b e a u t i f u l ack ack guns 

(seve r a l of them ) v;ere abandoned i n some w a d i i (dry r i v e r bed ) , by whom, we never d i d 

f i n d out, Anywa.y, the J e r r i e s , were h e l l bent f o r Kasserine because they were i n need of 

t h a t gasoline. I n the dump ther e , i t was estimated t o have a few m i l l i o n g a l l o n s , and a l l 

i n f i v e g a l l o n cans. As vre r e t r e a t e d by, we pumped several hundred rounds of f i f t y i n t o 

i t and set i t a f i r e , sending i t up i n sm.oke. The heat was so intence t h a t some of the 

cans "would vswell up and then explode, sending them several hundred f e e t up i n the a i r . 

J e r r y was s t i l l coming on strong, and since i t was now d a y l i g h t , down came the stukas 

and ME 109's, The road was completly jammed xj-ith a l l s o r t s of equipm.ent and they were 

having a f i e l d day. You know, l i k e shooting f i s h i n a b a r r e l . The "LUFTWAFFE" a t t h i s 

time had something very unique, t h a t we saw f o r the f i r s t time. We nicknamed i t the 

" Cartwheel maneuver . I t consisted of a group of f o u r f i g h t e r planes, i n t h i s case , I09's 

I presume due t o t h e i r f a i r l y good m o b i l i t y , the leader, as usual would come out of the 

sun a t about a couple thousand f e e t or less and dive down on the columb w i t h 20's a l l 

b l a z i n g f o r about a hundred yards or so, as he would p u l l up from the deck, the #2 man 

came down i n the same f a s h i o n , a l l the wh i l e the leader i s making a loop so t h a t he i s 

i n a p o s i t i o n t o f o l l o w # 4 man and so on, consequently keeping everything t h a t i s under 

and i n f r o n t of them, pinned down and w i t h o u t any hope of defence. Unless you were on the 

side of the road, you had a b s o l u t l y no chance to recouver and regroup. 

At t h i s p o i n t I had the most admiration f o r my f e l l o w man t h a t I have ever had i n my 

l i f e . 
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We were i n a jeep, (how we got there together, I can not r e c a l l ) the jeep d r i v e r , t h i s 

personage, and myself. There was no gun mount f o r i t i n the jeep, but amoungst the numerous 

junk,bed r o l l s and s t u f f there happened to be a 50 and several boxes of amjno. I t so happened 

t h a t we had gotten o f f of the road when we saw the M.E's come down. This guy said t o me, 

" Come on l e t ' s get one With t h a t he grabbed the 50 and I picked up a box of ammo and 

set i t on the ground as i t was too heavy f o r me. I took the b e l t and fed i t i n t o the 

r e c e i v e r , he closed the cover and p u l l e d the l e v e r a couple of times, picked up the piece, 

supported i t w i t h h i s l e f t arm and began f i r i n g . Now we are t a l k i n g about an 81,. l b s . j e r k i n g 

monster bouncing up and dovm on t h i s guy's arm. True he v;as a b i g f e l l o w t h a t weighed i n 

the neighberhood of 266 l b s . or m.ore, but t h i s i s a b i g f e a t and i t had t o take something 

j u s t short of superhuman s t r e n g h t . The planes were coming dovm so lox^f, you j u s t could'nt 

miss. A f t e r a w h i l e we got two, and the other two took o f f . 

I n the days before the war, there v/as no organized t r a i n i n g camps f o r r e c r u i t s . Each 

o u t f i t t r a i n e d t h e i r own. The person t o whom I have referance t o and also might add reveranc^ 

was a very m.odest person and f o r some other reason was l a t e r av/arded a b a t t l e f i e l d 

commission. His name was L t . Leo Petttbon. When I f i r s t e n l i s t e d , a year before "Pearl 

Harbor ", he was my D.I. 

I t seemed a t t h i s time, t h a t the only poss.ible place t h a t we could hope to stop t h i s 

monstrous movement by the k r a u t s , was a t the "Kasserine pass " a t the very end of the v a l l e y , 

so the rush î ras on. Have you ever seen a 2-p- ton G.M.G, t r u c k pass up a jeep l i k e i t was 

t i e d to a post ? Well,., S i r , I have, A l o t of equipment was coming from a l l d i r e c t i o n s 

and headed f o r the pass, i t became very c l e a r t h a t t h i s would be a good s a f e t y zone and 

t h a t we might stand a chance a f t e r a l l . Lo and behold, as luck would have i t and the good 

l o r d must have been l o o k i n g out f o r us, vje discovered t h a t some u n i t s of the A r t i l l e r y 

had set iiv some p o s i t i o n s i n the winding road and on the other side of the pass. At several 

p o i n t s i n the pass the road vfas a mere 10 f e e t wide or l e s s . The smalleE enemy armor 

fol l o w e d us through the entrance, and thena "Tiger " (Mark V1) rambling around one of those 

SOdegree curves , f o l l o w e d by two more. The a r t i l l e r y opened up and when the smoke cleared 

the "JUGGERNAUT " came to schreeching h a l t as the pass was completly and hoplessly blocked. 
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Good t h i n g f o r us, as about 12 miles beyond the pass, Has the biggest supply depot i n 

Tunisia and the F i e l d Marshal Erwin Romjnel was denied t h i s i l l u s t r i o u s p r i z e . 

As f o r the b a t t l e of "EL GUETTAR ", w e l l , the P r e s i d e n t i a l u n i t c i t a t i o n very w e l l 

d epicts i t . However, one paragraph i n the book t h a t you have on the h i s t o r y of the 

6 0 1st., on page 14, says i t a l l . 

To paraphrase i t , i t goes l i k e t h i s ; 

Those who were close enough t o "hear " w i l l never f o r g e t the "Old Man's " g r e e t i n g t o 

the 899th, T.D, , w i t h t h e i r brand new M-10's, when they came r o l l i n g down the road t o 

j o i n i n the b a t t l e , and j u s t as suddently as theycame, they l o s t two to the " L u f t w a f f e " , 

As tough as the o l d man was, I a c t u a l l y saw him cry, t h a t day. I v;as there and I ' l l 

never f o r g e t i t . Just what ensued a f t e r t h 4 t , the dialogue i s not f i t f o r p r i n t . 

I n your l e t t e r t o the judge, you mention t h a t from one source of i n f o r m a t i o n 

t h a t you have, mentions t h a t the 601 was " DISBlffiSED " . Personnally I t h i n k t h a t t h a t 

was ard very w e l l could be a ty p o g r a p h i c a l e r r o r r e f e r r i n g t o the word " DISPERSED ", 

which we were very much so. 


