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They are nothing l ike a tank. They are 
frai l- looking l i t t le babies beside a German 
Mark II I . But they have raised so much 
hell w i th the Germans in Tunisia, that 
they ' re called the U-Boats of the Desert 
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W I T H A M E R I C A N F O R C E S , T U N I S I A N 
F R O N T . I t was an o d d game p l a y e d i n t h e 
b l a z i n g s u n — p l a y e d i n t h e o p e n , o n t h e 

desert, i n w a d U , i n g u l l i e s , a n y w h e r e . B o t h s idet 
w o r e the same k i n d of helmets , the same except f o r 
t w o m i n o r di f ferences: one he lmet h a d a d e f i n i t e 
flare i n t h e b a c k a n d was r a t h e r o l d l o o k i n g . T h e 
o t h e r was p a i n t e d • d u l l green a n d l o o k e d n e w . I n 
one he lmet stood a G e r m a n soldier , i n t h e o t h e r a n 
A m e r i c a n . ..̂  ... 

T h e score f o r o u r side 
was m i n u s e ighteen h a l f 
t r a c k s a n d f o r J e r r y 
there were t h i r t y t a n k s 
t h a t w e r e n ' t w o r k i n g 
a n y m o r e . 

R o m m e l h a d t h r o w n 
i n t h e a r m o r o f his p r i z e 
T e n t h Panzers t o p u s h 
b a c k a n d m a y b e b r e a k 
t h r o u g h t h e An^erican 
p o s i t i o n near E l Afuet tar . 
M a y b e . B u t t h e r e ' w a s a 

_Jank destax>yer_ o u t f i t 
w a i t i n g f o r t h e m . 

T h e s t e a m - r o l l e r w a v e 
of e n e m y t a n k s s t a r t e d t o w a r d t h e A m e r i c a n p o s i t i o n s 
a t 0530 h o u r s . Concealed i n t h e curves o f t h e f o o t 
h i l l s i n f r o n t of a l o n g , flat p l a i n , h a l f t r a c k crews 
w a i t e d u n t i l t h e y c o u l d see t h e J e r r y t a n k s r o l l i n g 
o u t o f t h e i r o w n smoke-screen a n d t h e n t h e y o p e n e d 
fire. A l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y , L i e u t e n a n t Char les M u i m x / i . 
r e p o r t e d t h r e e i i t s b y 4i is p la toons . B u t t h ^ o t h e r 
G e r m a n t a n k s w e r e n ' t h i t . T h e y m o v e d s t u b b o r n l y 
f o r w a r d . 

Soon a f t e r t h e m o r t a r fire s tar ted b l i s t e r i n g M u n n ' s 
p o s i t i o n , one J e r r y m a d e t h e sad m i s t a k e o f s t e p p i n g 
o u t of h is M a r k I I I t o get a clearer p i c t u r e of t h e 
a c t i o n . Sharp-eyed Sergeant M i l f o r d L a n g l o i s 
spot ted h i m a n d opened fire w i t h a fifty c a l i b e r . 
C u r i o s i t y k i l l e d a n o t h e r c a t . 

J u s t t h e n t h e N a z i b o y s t o o k t i m e o u t f o r a s h o r t 
i n t e r m i s s i o n w h i l e t h e y r e g r o u p e d forces. A c t t w o 
b e g a n a t 1030 h o u r s w h e n Sergeant H a l Segit r e 
p o r t e d b i t s o n t h r e e t a i i k s . L a t e r , Sergeant A l l e n 
B r e e d c o u n t e d u p s ix t h a t he a n d his g u n n e r . C o r p o r a l 
J o h n S a u k l i s , h a d k n o c k e d o u t . 

O n e c r e w threw a l o t o f a r m o r - p i e r c i n g shells a t a 
M a i ^ ' I V , m a k i n g i t so h o t t h a t t w o Jerr ies j u m p e d 
o u t , b u t t h e y d i d n ' t r u n v e r y f a r . 

M u n n ' s p o s i t i o n g o t t o u g h . A n a d j o i n i n g u n i t 
w i t h d r e w , c u t t i n g t h e m oflE c o m p l e t e l y , a n d G e r m a n 
88s f o u n d t h e range , k n o c k i n g o u t a n o t h e r h a l f t r a c k . 

" O u r p o s i t i o n was pas b o n , " said M u n n . 
I t became m o r e a n d m o r e " pas b o n " a t a b o u t 

1500 h o u r s , w h e n t h e y o n l y h a d one g u n l e f t a n d 
t h e A x i s a r t i l l e r y a n d d i v e b o m b e r s s t a r t e d b o t h e r 
i n g t h e m . B u t t h e y stood fast, w o r k i n g i n r e l a y s 
t o keep u p t h e steady fire w i t h t h e i r s ingle g u n . 

T h e t i m e finally came w h e n a m m u n i t i o n officer 
L i e u t e n a n t J o h n . P e r r y , h a d t o r a d i o h e a d q u a r t e r s 
a n d t e l l t h e m there was no m o r e a m m u n i t i o n t o pass. 
T h e o r d e r c a m e b a c k : " W a i t u n t i l d a r k a n d t r y t o 
b r i n g o u t t h e vehic les . I f i t gets t o o h o t d e s t r o y t h e 
vehicles a n d c o m e o u t o n f o o t . " 

I t d i d get too hot. W i t h one g u n , no a m m u n i t i o n , 
a l l t h e a r t i l l e r y , m o r t a r a n d t a n k fire c o m i n g right 
a t t h e m a n d a s t r o n g G e r m a n i n f a n t r y force m o v i n g 
u p , t h e y d e c i d e d t o clear o u t b u t fast . 

A s m a l l s q u a d o f vo lunteers s tayed b e h i n d t o 
destroy t h e one g u n p l u s some o t h e r vehic les . O n e 
of t h e b o y s t r i e d t o m a k e a n m f o r i t w i t h a h a l l -
t r a c k b u t he d i d n ' t q u i t e m a k e i t . " O n e o f m y best 
m ? n , t o o , " said M u n n . T h e r e m a i n d e r of t h e g r o u p 
m a d e f o r t h e h i l l s , s k i r t i n g t h e ridges l i k e goats , 
h i k i n g s i x mi les past N a z i outposts a n d finally r e a c h 
i n g t h e m a i n l i n e w i t h o u t l o s i n g a m a n . 

" A l l of us were p r e t t y h a p p y a b o u t g e t t i n g b a c k 
b u t we were s t i l l p l e n t y sore a b o u t one t h i n g , " sa id 
M u n n . " T h e r e was a G e r m a n officer riding bsick 
a n d f o r t h i n one o f o u r jeeps, u s i n g i t as a n a t n i n u n i -

t i o n c a r r i e r . T h e boys w o u l d have g i v e n six m o n t h s ' 
P X r a t i o n s i f t h e y c o u l d have r e c a p t u r e d t h a t jeep 
— a n d w h a t was r i d i n g i n i t . " 

N o t t o o f a r a w a y f r o m M u n n ' s b o y s a t t h e same 
t i m e there was a n o t h e r p l a t o o n l e d b y L i e u t e n a n t 
J o h n Y o w e l l . H i s g r o u p was the last t o leave t h e < 

" b a t t l e area a n d t h e y c h a l k e d u p s ix N a z i t a n k s i n 
one c o l u m n . 

O n e h a l f t r a c k crew, i n t h e s h o r t - l i v e d , fighting l i f e 
of t e n m i n u t e s , b las ted 
t w o e n e m y t a n k s . T h e 
c h i e f o f sect ion. Ser
geant A d o l p h R a y m o n d , 
h o l d i n g Uie p o s i t i o n 
three h u n d r e d y a r d s i n 
f r o n t o f t h e field a r t i l 
l e r y . , h a d a g i a n t M a r k 
V I f o r h is first customer . 
F i v e r o u n d s b o u n c e d off 
l i k e beebies b u t t h e 
s i x t h h i t t h e t a n k b e l o w 
t h e t u r r e t a n d s t a r t e d i t 
s m o k i n g . I n a q u i c k 
s w i n g t o t h e le f t a t t h e 
same t i m e , R a y m o n d ' s 
crew was t h r o w n i n t o 

t h e a i r a n d b a d l y s h a k e n . L u c k i l y n o b o d y was r e a l l y 
h u r t . T h e five-man crew c l i m b e d b a c k o n t o t h e 
h a l f t r a c k a n d w e n t s c o u t i n g f o r m o r e t a n k s w i t h 
t u r r e t s . ' 

A n o t h e r h a l f t r a c k also h a d a field d a y i n t h a t 
b a t t l e , b u t t h e i r s lasted^longer. A t one t h o u s a n d 
y a r d s - t h i s u n i t h i t a M a r k I V right beneath t h e 
B o o g i e wheels , t h e n b l e w i t u p a f e w seconds la ter 
w i t h h i g h explos ive shells. T h e y g o t a n o t h e r M a r k 
I V w i t h t h e i r first r o u n d , a n d t h i r t y m i n u t e s l a t e r 
g o t t h e i r t h i r d v i c t i m square a n d soUd, w a t c h i n g i t 
go u p i n flames. 

F i n a l l y , w h e n t h e y were o u t o f e v e r y t h i n g except 
s m o k e a m m o . L i e u t e n a n t Y o w e l l o r d e r e d t h e m t o 
•retire. T h e section leader was C o r p o r a l V i c t o r 
H a m e l a n d his u n i t i n c l u d e d three p r i v a t e s a n d a 
Pfc . 

A t h r e e - q u a r t e r - t o n weapons c a r r i e r t r y i n g t o 
evacuate a l o t of w o u n d e d d r e w h e a v y f ire. P l a t o o n 
Sergeant M i c h a e l S t i m a started firing his f i f t y ca l iber 
m a c h i n e g u n a t G e r m a n i n f a n t r y five h u n d r e d y a r d s 
a w a y , d r a w i n g a l l t h e e n e m y f ire t o h i m s e l f , a n d 
e n a b U n g t h e c a r r i e r t o sneak t h r o u g h . 

" Y o u k n o w , " said S t i m a . " there were a h e l l u v a 
l o t of Jerr ies i n t h a t one spot, b u t after I was shoot
i n g a w h i l e t h e y j u s t seemed t o d i s a p p e a r . " 

L i e u t e n a n t J Y o i ^ l L l i k w J o J e l l t h i s o n e : 

were several J e r r y tanicsT:omingI3o»Nii 
^'-^Sad, a p p r o a c h i n g h i s p o s i t i o n less t h a n six h u n d r e d 
V j f a r d s a w a y . Y o w e l l t u r n e d t o G u n n e r Sergeant 

W i t H s - S m i t h and^yelled^J^JiVhy d o n ' t y o u fire?" 

" W e l l , s i r , " said t h e sergeant c a i u a U y , " I t h i n k 
1 w i l l w a i t u n t i l t h e y c o m e a l i t t l e b i t c l o s e r . " 

T h e d a y w e n t weU. 


