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Please e x c u s e t h e l a t enes s of th is reply t o your l e t t e r of 0 1 / 2 8 / 8 5 . I was reminded of 
my lax i ty by t h e a r r iva l of t h e c u r r e n t T/D News le t t e r #12 in todays pos t . Was duly impre s 
sed t o learn t h a t t he old 635th T/D Bn had been honored with t h e F rench Croix de Gue r r e 
(Normandy Invasion - Omaha Beach assaul t - 0(>l0(>lkk) and t h e Belgian F o u r r a g u e r e (Ardennes 
Offensive - 12/23 t o 12 /28 /4^) . Award of t h e l a t t e r was no doubt inf luenced somewha t by 
t h e previously ment ioned Xmas morning f i ref ight in Humain, Belgium b e t w e e n t h e thi rd 
p la toon , "A" Company, and point e l emen t s of 2nd Panze r Division. 

In answer to your quest ion - yes , I was one of t h e group t h a t p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e f ight 
t h a t cold Xmas morning. A n a t u r a l quest ion follows . . . how could two i so la ted and un
suppor ted 76.2 mm towed guns adverse ly a f f e c t t h e progress of t h e rampaging 2nd P z ? The 
t w o - p a r t answer is luck in t iming and t h e c o r r e c t dec is ions in t h e field by our p la toon l eade r , 
L t . John B. Thompson. 

Af te r knocking out t h e fuel- less Mark V P a n t h e r tank on t h e a f te rnoon of Dec 2k t w o 
guns w e r e deployed on t h e Eas te rn ou t sk i r t s of t h e Belgian town of Humain in f ront of a 
group of buildings on t h e r e v e r s e s lope of a small r ise in t h e pa th of t h e advanc ing German 
column. Clear ing skies had ea r l i e r brought out our f igh ter bombers forcing the Germans t o 
move under cover of n igh t . Our guards s ignaled t h e a larm when they heard t h e approach ing 
Germans . We hurr ied t o t a k e up firing posi t ions in t h e snow in full da rkness and l i s tened t o 
t h e Germans s t a r t i n g and s topping engines and t h e c reak ing of t r a c k s as t h e Mark V P a n t h e r s 
cove red e a c h o the r by " leapfrogging" up t h e oppos i te s ide of t h e r i s e . 

The German t anks had r eached t h e c r e s t of t h e r i se just as t h e f i rs t signs of fa lse dawn 
appea red in t h e e a s t e r n sky. At t h e t ime we opened f i re , t h e German tanks were fa int ly 
out l ined aga ins t t h e l ightening skies and we were s h e l t e r e d in da rknes s , so we had every 
t a c t i c a l a d v a n t a g e e x c e p t super ior f i r epower . But t h e most was made of wha t we did have . 
The buildings immedia te ly t o our r ea r were soon s e t ab l aze by t h e German tank f i re s e a r c h 
ing for our t w o guns which had been s e t up in t h e open on a l a t e r a l d i r t road . Light from 
t h e f i res was augmen ted by German f lares and soon made our loca t ion un t enab l e but by then 
we had scored heavily and we were able t o w i thd raw with our wounded in t h r e e half t r a c k s . 
Yes I was t h e r e bu t i t a lways seemed t o me t h a t i t was only as an awed s p e c t a t o r . In a w e 



of t hose heroes among us wi thou t whose ac t ions t h e ou tcome would have been , for us , 
t r ag ica l ly d i f f e r en t . 

On t h e l igh te r s ide and toward t h e end of WWII when t h e Wehrmacht was in t o t a l d i s 
a r r a y , as jeep dr iver for t h e Company Commander we answered a cal l from one of t h e 
p la toons t h a t had r eached s t a l e m e n t with a German m.g. e m p l a c e m e n t . Hearing no small arms 
f i re I unwi t t ing ly d rove out from behind a building along which our people were c rouching 
and on out in to an open a r e a which tu rned out t o be d i r e c t l y in f ront of t h e bunker . Cap ta in 
Williams leaped ou t , l ike fas t , from behind t h e .30 c a l . m.g. mounted on t h e engine cowl of 
t h e jeep and s tood t h e r e in t h e field f ran t ica l ly waving his arms a t t h e Germans we could s e e 
behind t h e m.g.42 in t h e bunker . Lady Luck was with us . . . t h e Germans chose t h a t 
p a r t i c u l a r t ime t o su r r ende r and t hey came out will ingly. It was then t h a t I r ea l i zed how 
c lose t h e good c a p t a i n and I had come t o be-coming chopped l iver . A squad s en t ou t t o flank 
t h e bunker c a m e up a f t e r t h e e x c i t e m e n t was over . Nobody ever ques t ioned me about this 
s tupid dr iving inc iden t so t h e s to ry wen t around t h e Company making t h e t w o of us look as if 
ne i t he r t h e c a p t a i n nor I had any fear of German machine guns . Ha! 

Af te r t h e war was over t h e 635th took over guard duty a t t h e C a s e r n e Pr i soner of War 
Encampment a t Neu Dim, Germany where thousands upon thousands of POWs and Displaced 
persons were p rocessed for r e tu rn t o the i r homes . It was he re too t h a t numerous Wehrmacht 
gene ra l o f f i ce r s , SS and Nazi civi l ian l eaders w e r e s c r e e n e d out for spec ia l handl ing . After 
v i c t o r y over Japan was achieved I was t r a n s f e r r e d t o ano the r ou t f i t for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n back 
t o t h e S t a t e s and un fo r tuna t e ly lost t ouch with t h e 635th T/D Bn. I will a lways be g r a t e f u l 
t o t h e Tank Des t royer Associa t ion for, a f t e r many yea r s , th rough them con t a c t was rega ined 
and las t year a group of 44 of us 635ers re invaded Normandy and more or less r e t r a c e d our 
WWII r o u t e th rough Western Europe with s ide t r ips to Swi t ze r l and . Monsieur Chr i s t i an 
CARDON who is t h e mayor of Trauv i l l e - su r -Mer , a r e s o r t town on t h e Normandy c o a s t , held a 
"vin d 'honneur o r g a n i s e ' " for t h e group of us in honor of our o rgan iza t ion again passing 
th rough t h e Normandy a r e a . My wife and I w e r e de l igh ted wi th this l i t t l e c o u r t e s y bu t then 
I'm a sucker for t h a t kind of s tuff anyway . 

Well you said in your l e t t e r t h a t you'd be i n t e r e s t e d in my comments and now you 've 
seen t h e t ip of t h e i c e b e r g . 

Best r e g a r d s , 


