
On t h e o f f e n s e f r o m t h e Anzio beachead "A" Company 

was a t t a c h e d t o t h e 3 r d . D i v i s i o n and were as s i g n e d t o 

t h e 6 0 1 s t . T.D. Bn. We' j o i n e d them l a t e i n the a f t e r ­

noon on May 2 3 r d . on t h e road from Anzio to C i s t e r n i a . 

The T.D.'s were moved i n t o a s h e l t e r e d p o s i t i o n b e h i n d 

a r a i l r o a d bed. I v/as t o l d by t h e B a t t a l i o n Commander 

t h a t o u r m i s s i o n t h e n e x t morning was t o move i n t o de­

f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n s on each s i d e o f t h e road a f t e r t h e 

6 0 1 s t . a t t a c k e d i n case t h e Germans r e p u l s e d t h e i r a t ­

t a c k and c o u n t e r a t t a c k e d . We t o o k our p o s i t i o n s t h e 

n e x t morning a f t e r t h e T h i r d D i v i s i o n moved o u t b e f o r e 

day b r e a k . About two hours l a t e r t h e i r L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

i n f o r m e d me t h a t t h e y had taken t h e i r o b j e c t i v e s . 

Around 1100 hours I r e c e i v e d a message t h a t "A" 

Company had been detached from t h e 3 r d . D i v i s i o n and 

was o r d e r e d t o r e p o r t t o t h e 3 4 t h . D i v i s i o n a t a Co­

o r d i n a t e about seven m i l e s south o f our p o s i t i o n . We 

had t o go back about f i v e m i l e s toward Anzio and t h e n 

s o u t h t o a road n e x t t o t h e M u s s o l i n i Canal. We ad­

vanced on t h a t road toward Highway Seven and r e p o r t e d 

t o t h e 3 4 t h . D i v i s i o n about 1500 h o u r s . I was i n f o r m e d 

t h a t we would s u p p o r t a r e g i m e n t t h a t would move t h r o u g h 

t h e F i r s t S p e c i a l S e r v i c e Force and t a k e the p o s s e s s i o n 

o f Highway Seven and a r a i l r o a d a b o u t one hundred y a r d s 

e a s t o f t h e highway. 

We moved up t o t h e area o c c u p i e d by the r e g i m e n t 

and I de p l o y e d a p l a t o o n o f T.D.'s on each s i d e o f t h e 

road w i t h my T.D. on t h e road and one p l a t o o n h e l d i n r e 

s e r v e . The F i r s t S p e c i a l Forces were dug i n a l o n g a 

d i t c h w h i c h ran a c r o s s an open f i e l d about e i g h t hundred 

y a r d s i n f r o n t o f u s . On the road and i n the f i e l d were 

n i n e T.D.'s and f i f t e e n Sherman t a n k s t h a t had been des­

t r o y e d by f i r e f rom German tanks and d i s a b l e d by a n t i ­

t a n k m i n e s . The enemy tanks were'-dug i n the r a i l r o a d 

bed a c r o s s highway seven. The Regimental CO. wanted me 

t o t a k e t h e T.D.'s around t he ta n k s t h a t had h i t mines 

t o r e l i e v e t h e S p e c i a l S e r v i c e T r o o p s . I r e q u e s t e d t h a t 

he have t h e mines c l e a r e d as i t would be f o o l i s h t o move 

down a mined r o a d , he had h i s e n g i n e e r s c l e a r t h e m i n e s . 

D u r i n g t h i s t i m e p e r i o d we were r e c e i v i n g heavy m o r t a r 

and a r t i l l e r y f i r e . The Germans knew t h a t we were T.D.' 

and a h i g h p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e s h e l l b u r s t were h i g h b u r s t 

however we were g e t t i n g good c o u n t e r b a t t e r y from our 

a r t i l l e r y and were b e i n g covered by smoke s h e l l s . 
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The 3 4 t h moved up and t h e F i r s t S p e c i a l S e r v i c e t r o o p s 

p u l l e d back t o our p o s i t i o n . I then moved o u t T.D.'s up t o a 

p o s i t i o n a bout one hundred y a r d s back o f t h e I n f a n t r y . L t . Reeves 

p l a t o o n was de p l o y e d tm hundred yards noth o f t h e road i n a 

grove o f small t r e e s . My T.D. was i n the road and L t . Long's 

T.D.'s were n e x t t o t h e r o a d behind what was once a f a r m house. 

L t . Goldman was sout h o f t h e road next t o t h e canal behind a 

fa r m house and o u t b u i l d i n g s where t h e r e were knocked o u t 

Sherman t a n k s . A detachment o f e n g i n e e r s were i n t h e area w i t h 

him. The Germans opened t a n k f i r e on him and s e t one o f t h e 

d i s a b l e d Sherman tanks on f i r e . They ceased f i r e t h i n k i n g t h e y 

had d e s t r o y e d t h e T.D.'s. 

I was o r d e r e d by t h e I n f a n t r y CO. t o move my T.D.'s 

f o r w a r d a t 1700 hours up t o t h e I n f a n t r y l i n e and t h e y would 

move f o r w a r d w i t h us t o t a k e t h e highv/ay and r a i l r o a d b ed. I 
i n s t r u c t e d L t . Reeves t o cover us from h i s p o s i t i o n and f o r 

L t . Goldman's T.D.'s t o f i r e on t h e German ta n k s i f t h e y opened 

f i r e on my T.D. and L t . Long's as we moved forv^ard up t h e r o a d . 

We moved o u t a t 1700 hours past t h e i n f a n t r y w i t h my T.D. 

i n t h e road and L t . Long's T.D.'s on each s i d e o f t h e road about 

t w e n t y - f i v e y a r d s a p a r t . A German M-4 p u l l e d o u t f r o m d e f i l a d e 

n e x t t o t h e r a i l r o a d bed. My T.D. f i r e d on i t and t h r e e o f L t . 

Goldman's T.D.'s opened f i r e . His T.D.'s d i s a b l e d i t and t h e 

M-4 b l o c k e d t h e access ro a d o f t h e M-6 ta n k t h a t was back o f i t 

and i t c o u l d n o t g e t i n t o p o s i t i o n t o f i r e on u s . 

The i n f a n t r y d i d n o t move f o r w a r d and I asked our r a d i o 

o p e r a t o r w i t h t h e I n f a n t r y C O . what was wrong and was t o l d t h a t 

t h e enemy f i r e was too heavy and the a t t a c k was postponed u n t i l 

1900 h o u r s . We p u l l e d back t o our o r i g i n a l p o s i t i o n . I went 

forv / a r d t o t h e Regimental C P . and was t o l d by t h e CO. t h a t he 

had r e q u e s t e d a d e l a y u n t i l d a y l i g h t t he ne x t morning as he 

had s u f f e r e d heavy c a s u a l t i e s - and he f e l t t h a t he c o u l d n o t 

c a r r y o u t h i s m i s s i o n . 

A f t e r d a r k I went t o L t . Goldman's p o s i t i o n and we heard 

movement o f German v e h i c l e s beyond the r a i l r o a d bed and i t was 

o u t i m p r e s s i o n (and hope) t h a t t h e M-6 was r e t i r i n g . I r e p o r t e d 

t h i s t o t h e 3 4 t h L i a s o n O f f i c e r . 
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A t 500 hours t h e n e x t morning I r e c e i v e d word t h a t 

Col . F r e d e r i c k had r e q u e s t e d t h a t we be a t t a c h e d t o the 

F i r s t S p e c i a l F o r c e s . I r e p o r t e d t o him and he t o l d me 

t h a t he would move o u t i n f i f t e e n m i n u t e s . I t o l d him 

what my p l a n s had been t h e p r e v i o u s day and he t o l d me 

t h a t my p l a n v/as s a t i s f a c t o r y as i t would p r o t e c t him 

i n case o f armored a t t a c k and f o r t h e T.D.'s t o f i r e 

on any enemy p o s i t i o n s . I n about t w e n t y m i n u t e s we had 

advances a c r o s s Highway Seven. I t o o k my T.D. along w i t h 

L t . Long's a c r o s s Highway Seven and f i r e d upon and knocked 

o u t two machine guns on t h e r a i l r o a d and went across t he 

r a i l r o a d b r i d g e w i t h t h e S p e c i a l S e r v i c e t r o o p s . The 

germans had p u l l e d o u t . We measured t h e w i d t h o f t h e t r a c k 

mark o f t h e iM-5 ta n k and i t was f o r t y - o n e i n c h e s . 

I was s t a n d i n g w i t h C o l . F r e d e r i c k on t h e highway 

when t h e I n f a n t r y Regimental C O . came up and Colonel 

F r e d e r i c k s a i d he v/culd l i k e t o keep t h e T.D. Company 

w i t h him u n t i l he reached h i s o b j e c t i v e . The Colonel s a i d 

t h e T.D.'s had n o t r e p o r t e d , he hadn't seen any T.D.'s and I 

t o l d him what t h e y w e r e . He s a i d he t h o u g h t they were t a n k s . 

He t o l d C o l . F r e d e r i c k t h a t he would r e l e a s e "A" Company 

t o h i m . 

We moved f o r w a r d beyond t h e r a i l r o a d f o r about t h r e e 

m i l e s w i t h t h e S e r v i c e men u n t i l we reached a cr o s s r o a d 

w h i c h was t h e i r o b j e c t i v e . I then went w i t h Colonel 

F r e d e r i c k i n h i s j e e p on a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e o f the area and 

i t was h i s o p i n i o n t h a t t h e area was c l e a r . He r e p o r t e d 

t h i s by r a d i o and was t o l d t o h o l d h i s area u n t i l r e l i e v e d 

by t h e 3 4 t h . D i v i s i o n and th e n t o move t o an a i r s t r i p 

near Anzio t o p r e p a r e f o r a jump behind enemy l i n e s . He 

was t o l d t h a t "A" Company had been o r d e r e d t o r e p o r t t o 

t h e 6 3 6 t h . B a t t a l i o n C P . I went t o t h e 3 4 t h . C P . on 

Highway Seven and c o n t a c t e d Capt. D'anzi by phone and 

was t o l d t o move t o a c o - o r d i n a t e , near and ea s t o f 

C i s t e r n i a . We c o u l d n o t go down t h e highway as i t had 

n o t been c l e a r e d . We went n o r t h e a s t a c r o s s c o u n t r y and 

reached t h e d e s i g n a t e d area about 1700 h o u r s . The area 

was i n t h e B r i t i s h Zone. We were a b l e t o make c o n t a c t 

w i t h b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s by r a d i o and were t o l d t h a t 

we were t o go t o a p o s i t i o n on Highway Seven about two 

m i l e s n o r t h o f C i s t e r n i a . Near C i s t e r n i a t h e roads 

were c o n g e s t e d and i t was th e n 2200 hours and the 
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M.P.'s ordered me t o p u l l o f f on t h e r o a d . We c o n t a c t e d 

the B a t t a l i o n on t h e r a d i o and r e p o r t e d our p o s i t i o n and 

t o l d t h e y vrould send a g u i d e t o t a k e us t o our p o s i t i o n . 

I t o l d t he men t o p o s t guards end t r y t o g e t some r e s t as 

we had n o t any s l e e p f o r over s i x t y h o u r s . 

The g u i d e a r r i v e d about 400 hours and we moved o u t i n 

about t h i r t y m i n u t e s . Major Dubose j o i n e d us a f t e r we were 

p a s t C i s t e r n i a and he t o o k up a p o s i t i o n o f f t h e highway 

n e x t t o "C" Company. I was t o l d t h a t I had been a t t a c h e d 

t o t he 1 4 3 r d . and I got i n Capt. Danzi's j e e p and we went 

n o r t h on t h e road l o o k i n g f o r t h e i r C P . I t was b a r e l y day­

l i g h t and foggy we missed t h e C P . and went pass them u n t i l 

we came t o a blown o u t b r i d g e where we c o u l d see t h e town 

o f V e l l e t r i , we knew we were i n t r o u b l e , we went back a t 

f u l l speed. How we g o t back w i t h o u t b e i n g f i r e d on I do not 

know as v;e had gone a t l e a s t two m i l e s beyond our l i n e s . 

We took p o s i t i o n s on t h e west s i d e o f Highway Seven 

w i t h "C" Company on the e a s t s i d e . We were t o l d t o h o l d our 

p o s i t i o n which s a t i s f i e d t h e men as t h e y had f o u n d a cave 

f u l l o f V i n o . F i v e g a l l o n water cans were i n a g r e a t demand. 

About 1200 hours "A" Company was a t t a c h e d t o t h e 1 4 1 s t . 

Regiment and were t o l d t o r e p o r t t o them on a r o a d e a s t o f 

V e l l e t r i . We reached t h e r e about 1730 hours and were o r d e r e d 

t o take d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n s a g a i n s t armored a t t a c k s f r o m the 

west and n o r t h . 

The next morning t h e 1 4 1 s t . moved n o r t h a b o u t two m i l e s 

t h r o u g h woods and v i n e y a r d s t o a road p a r a l l e d t o t h e one we 

were on and had e s t a b l i s h e d and c o n t r o l l e d a b o u t 300 y a r d s 

a l o n g t h a t r o a d . I v^as o r d e r e d t o move my T.D.'s t o t h a t 

p o s i t i o n . The r o u t e used by t h e i n f a n t r y was h e a v i l y wooded, 

mined and under s n i p e r f i r e . Our men c l e a r e d a p a t h t h r o u g h 

the mine f i e l d and w i t h t h e h e l p o f t h e e n g i n e e r s t r i e d t o c l e a r 

a road t h r o u g h the woods f o r t h e T.D.'s. Pr o g r e s s was slow 

and the o f f i c e r w i t h t h e e n g i n e e r s d i d n o t t h i n k a s t o n e b r i d g e 

a c r o s s the r a i l r o a d would s u p p o r t t h e T.D.'s. I o r d e r e d L t . 

Reeves and L t . Goldman t o t a k e t h e i r p l a t o o n s t h r o u g h t h e T h i r d 

D i v i s i o n area a c r o s s t h e r a i l r o a d and move w e s t a l o n g the road 

t o j o i n t he 1 4 1 s t . They went t o t h e r a i l r o a d and r e p o r t e d 
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back t h a t t h e Germans o c c u p i e d t h e a r e a . I r e p o r t e d t h i s 

t o General Stack and he t o l d me t o g i v e them o r d e r s t o 

advance, I passed on t h e o r d e r s . L t . Reeves, L t . Goldman, 

and S g t . Broussard went f o r w a r d on f o o t t o see i f t h e y 

c o u l d g e t t h e T.D.'s t o t h e r o a d . I was i n f o r m e d t h a t t h e 

o f f i c e r s had been c a p t u r e d b u t B r o u s s a r d had escaped. I 

i n s t r u c t e d L t . Davis t o c o n t i n u e t o work w i t h t h e e n g i n e e r s 

and t r y to get a road f o r L t . Long t h r o u g h t h e woods. I 

went t o t h e 1 s t . and 2nd. p l a t o o n T.D.'s, I de c i d e d t o 

t a k e them down the r a i l r o a d t r a c k t o where t h e i n f a n t r y had 

c r o s s e d and then t a k e them n o r t h t o j o i n t h e 1 4 1 s t . advance 

p o s i t i o n . I t o l d them I would t a k e my T.D. down t h e r a i l ­

r o ad t r a c k and f o r tvio o t h e r T.D.'s t o f o l l o w a t 200 y a r d 

i n t e r v a l s . I f we made i t t h e o t h e r s were t o f o l l o w . I 

t o l d Tony M o r i e r a I wanted him t o s e t a r e c o r d f o r a M-10 

down t h e t r a c k . The o n l y o p p o s i t i o n we met was some 

r i f l e f i r e when we reached t h e area where we had t o 

l e a v e the r a i l r o a d t r a c k . E i g h t T.D.'s made i t and t h e 

o t h e r one threw a t r a c k coming o f f o f t h e r a i l r o a d bed. 

Ue plac e d t he T.D.'s i n d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n s t o 

p r o t e c t them from a t t a c k f r o m b o t h d i r e c t i o n s on t h e r o a d . 

The i n f a n t r y v/as r e c e i v i n g heavy f i r e f r o m a two s t o r y 

house surrounded by v i n e y a r d s . We t r i e d t o move a T.D. 

i n t o p o s i t i o n t o f i r e on t h e house, i t h i t a mine and 

l o s t a t r a c k . We g o t a n o t h e r T.D. i n t o p o s i t i o n s h o r t l y 

b e f o r e d a r k and were a b l e t o s t o p machine gun f i r e f r o m 

t h e house b u t we c o u l d n o t move c l o s e r because o f t h e 

mine f i e l d s . 

A German M-4 came down t h e road f r o m t h e d i r e c t i o n 

o f V e l l e t r i . I t came w i t h i n 300 y a r d s o f our p o s i t i o n . 

Our T.D. d i d not f i r e upon t h e t a n k , i t t h e n r e t r e a t e d . 

I found o u t l a t e r t h e C o r p o r a l i n command o f t h e T.D. 

v/as n o t i n the T.D. We r i g h t l y i r e c e i v e d c r i t i c i s m f o r 

what happened. 

The n e x t morning we f i r e d s e v e r a l t i m e s on enemy 

p o s i t i o n s d e s i g n a t e d t o us by t h e i n f a n t r y w i t h e f f e c ­

t i v e r e s u l t s t h a t stopped f i r e f r o m t h e s e p o s i t i o n s . 

About 1000 hours t h e f i r s t p l a t o o n , now under t h e 
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command o f L t . D u t t o n was moved up t o t h e f o r w a r d p o s i t i o n o f 

th e 1 4 1 s t . I opened heavy f i r e w i t h H.E. on the Germans. He 

then took h i s T.D. and a n o t h e r T.D. on t h e n o r t h s i d e o f t h e 

road and made about a 200 y a r d c i r c l e back o f and around t h e 

German p o s i t i o n s . Seventeen Germans came o u t i n f r o n t o f h i s 

T.D.'s and s u r r e n d e r e d . I f o l l o w e d i n about t e n minutes i n t h e 

same area w i t h my T.D. l o o k i n g f o r p o s i t i o n s t o f i r e a c r o s s t h e 

road on t h e Germans. Seven Germans stood up i n f r o n t o f t h e T.D. 

and walked back t o our p o s i t i o n and s u r r e n d e r e d . This broke t h e 

r e s i s t a n c e o f t h e r Germans on t h e n o r t h s i d e o f the road and 

ceased s n i p e r f i r e on t h e e n g i n e e r s b u i l d i n g t h e road up t h e 

s i d e o f t h e h i l l and p e r m i t t e d t h e 1 4 3 r d . Regiment t o pass t h r o u g l 

our p o s i t i o n and move n o r t h w a r d a c r o s s t h e mountains and c u t t h e 

German l i n e between Rome and C a s s i n o . 

We r e c e i v e d o r d e r s t h a t a t 1400 hours we were t o move o u t t o ­

ward V e l l e t r i w i t h t h e i n f a n t r y w a l k i n g b e s i d e our T.D.'s. L t . 

Long was i n t h e f i r s t T.D. w i t h t h e b a t t a l i o n Commander o f t h e 

1 4 1 s t . My T.D. was n e x t and v/ould p u l l up even w i t h h i s on 

s t r a i g h t s e c t i o n s o f t h e r o a d . I t t o o k about f o r t y - f i v e m i n u t e s 

t o go about t h e two m i l e s t o V e l l e t r i . When we reached t h e 

houses i n t h e town t h e l e a d T.D.'s opened f i r e on the hourses 

on each s i d e o f t h e r o a d . As we advanced t h e Germans came o u t 

o f t h e hourses and s u r r e n d e r e d w i t h l i t t l e o p p o s i t i o n . By t h e 

ti m e we reached t h e town square a b o u t two hundred had s u r r e n d e r e d . 

When we reached t h e town square t h e r e was some machine gun 

f i r e and L t . Long's T.D. was f i r e d upon f r o m t he r i g h t f l a n k by 

a M-4. We p u l l e d back a b o u t t e n y a r d s and were p r o t e c t e d by a 

house on t h e c o r n e r . Several o f f i c e r s f r o m D i v i s i o n H e a d q u a r t e r s 

a r r i v e d a t our p o s i t i o n and s a i d f o r us t o move f o r w a r d i n t o t h e 

town s q u a r e . I r e q u e s t e d and s a i d f o r us t o move f o r w a r d i n t o t h e 

square and t a k e p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e t o w n . They i n s i s t e d t h a t we 

move i n t o t h e twon s q u a r e . L t . Long moved f o r w a r d and some o f 

th e personnel f r o m d i v i s i o n walked b e s i d e h i s T.D. We were f i r e d 

upon by t h e M-4. The H.E. s h e l l r i c h c h e t e d o f f the f r o n t o f h i s 

T.D. and e x p l o d e d . I t k i l l e d L t . C o l . Reese, D i v i s i o n G-2 

and wounded t h r e e o t h e r s w i t h h i m . S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r t h r e e 

German v e h i c l e s t r i e d t o make i t a c r o s s t h e square b u t my T.D. 

knocked o u t t h e f i r s t one and t h e small arms f i r e from t h e i n f a n ­

t r y d i s a b l e d t h e o t h e r two k i l l i n g and wounding the o c c u p a n t s . 

About f i f t y Germans t h e n came o u t f r o m t h e houses around t h e 

> 
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square w i t h a white- f l a g and s u r r e n d e r e d . The 1 4 1 s t . 

t o o k p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e town. The M-4 ta n k had been moved 

•out. We moved t h r o u g h t he town a b o u t an hour b e f o r e d a r k ­

n e s s . We moved n o r t h on a road w i t h t h e 1 4 1 s t . and when 

darkness came p u l l e d o f f of t h e road i n t o a l a r g e farm y a r d 

w i t h f o u r T.D.'s i n f i r i n g p o s i t i o n t o cover t h e r o a d . 

The n e x t m orning t h e i n f a n t r y had s e v e r a l f i r e f i g h t s 

w i t h t h e Germans t h a t were s t i l l i n t h e h i l l s s u r r o u n d i n g 

u s . Our men c a p t u r e d s e v e r a l Germans who s u r r e n d e r e d when 

t h e y r e a l i z e d t h e y were c u t o f f . 

S everal days l a t e r we were a p a r t o f t h e 5 t h . Army t a s k 

f o r c e under C o l . E l l i s and were t h e f i r s t f o r c e s t o e n t e r 

Rome. Our e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e E l l i s t a s k f o r c e i s a n o t h e r 

s t o r y and I w i l l n o t go i n t o any d e t a i l s about t h a t o p e r a t i o n 

a t t h i s t i m e . 

T h i s i s how I remember what "A" Company d i d on t h e break 

o u t f r o m A n z i o . I am s o r r y t h a t I do n o t r e c a l l a l l o f t h e 

d e t a i l s and t h e names o f the i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t c a r r i e d o u t t h e 

v a r i o u s m i s s i o n s . I f e e l t h a t t h e Company c a r r i e d o u t i t s 

a s signments i n an o u t s t a n d i n g manner under alm o s t i m p o s s i b l e 

c o n d i t i o n s . I t was t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t we were used i n c l o s e 

s u p p o r t m i s s i o n s and our response was e x c e l l e n t . We had f o u r 

T.D.'s d i s a b l e d and many men v.'ounded, s e v e r a l s e v e r e l y . Two 

o f f i c e r s were c a p t u r e d and were r e p l a c e d by o f f i c e r s new t o 

combat. We were under extreme s t r a i n and c o n t i n u o u s c o n t a c t 

w i t h t h e Germans f o r s i x days. I am proud o f t h e way "A" 

Company responded and t h e way everyone c a r r i e d o u t t h e i r d u t i e s . 

When t h e o p e r a t i o n s t a r t e d we were a s s i g n e d a t h i r t e e n t h 

T.D. f o r t h e C O . My v o l u n t e e r crew f o r t h e T.D. were 

M e l t o n , Thomas, P r i t t , and M o r i e r a . They were a f i n e crew 

and gave me e x c e l l e n t supporit as d i d t h e r e s t o f t h e men o f 

"A" Company. I am g r a t e f u l to t h e men o f "A" Company and 

honored t o have been t h e Company Commander d u r i n g t h i s 

o p e r a t i o n . 

R obert E. Graham 

Capt FA 

Anzio B r e a k o u t O p e r a t i o n 

Co. A 636th TD Bn 
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