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TANK DESTROYER ASSOCIATION Date Sept 9 / 8 4 

jEfflffl: 'Bazooka Red' / a name, some may remember? 

Hi Lonnie! Received Newsletter No. 11 yesterday and 
decided t o spare a few hours f o r the purpose 

of t y p i n g a wee b i t about the 636th TD B a t t a l i o n ' s one 
and only Ranger Platoon. Of course we were not Rangers i n 
the Darby's Rangers format, make-up and r e p u t a t i o n but we 
d i d leave our mark on the b a t t l e maps and overlays of t h a t 
day, although 36th Div Hq thought we were a l l "Guard House 
B a i t " and st a t e d t h i s f a c t i n so many p r i n t e d words t o Col
onel VAN PYLAND, the 636th's CO during the i n i t i a l commit
ment of the 636th TDs a t Paest\im during the Salerno landings 
f o r t y years past. The Tank Destroyers were the best, the 
most e f f e c t i v e close support s e l f - p r o p e l l e d , armored 
veh i c l e s ever t o dog an infantryman's weary footsteps during 
the long c o l d , wet miserable months of f i g h t i n g i n I t a l y . 
Few Commanders, s p e c i f i c a l l y the combat o f f i c e r s had the 
s l i g h t e s t n o t i o n how t o employ these weird appearing tanks 
which were not tanks but they soon found out t h a t o l d Van 
Pyland's words, " I want you t o s t i c k bayonets on them guns 
and ram them up the Krauts a—es!" were not taken i d l y by 
the l i n e i n f a n t r y o f f i c e r s a t b a t t a l i o n l e v e l who found 
they suddenly had acquired t h e i r own'private' armored Force. 
I had w r i t t e n t o you about the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of the TD 
concept of a s e l f s u s t a i n i n g i n t e g r a t e d hard h i t t i n g u n i t 
designed f o r r a p i d deployment i n desert warfare. So the 
'idea f e l l o w s ' i n the Pentagon came up with a new concept 
w i t h i n weeks a f t e r the a l l i e d (American) debacle a t Kasser-
i n e Pass; t r i m the extras away from the B a t t a l i o n s and 
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636th TD Bn, 36th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , Texas National Guard (2) 

assign a TD company of twelve 3" gun, M-10 motor c a r r i a g e weapons t o 
each of the l i n e i n f a n t r y Regiments, the 141st, 142d, and 143d. This 
gave t o the Regimental commander a s e l f - p r o p e l l e d a r t i l l e r y / a n t i - t a n k 
c a p a b i l i t y equivalent t o a b a t t a l i o n of regular T/0 a r t i l l e r y ; supple
menting both an o f f e n s i v e and defensive c a p a b i l i t y . No TD Bn operated 
along the l i n e s of a p r i n t e d and published modus operandi. Regimental 
commanders a l l had t h e i r own i n d i v i d u a l ideas as how t o use these s e l f 
p r o p e l l e d r a p i d f i r e guns which mounted t h e i r own a n t i - a j n t c r a f t defense 
plus ( i n the 36th Div, 636th TD Bn) a t l e a s t two Browning c a l i b e r 30 MGs, 
plus i n our case, and more o f t e n than not, a 60mm Mortar a f f i x e d to the 
rear deck, plus any 'scrounged' weaponry fancied by i n d i v i d u a l crews. 
The h y b r i d 'Ranger Platoon' carved i t s bloody i n i t i a l s everywhere i t 
turned up t o accomplish the many 'odd b a l l ' assignments given by a l l 
and sundry commanders from B a t t a l i o n , Regimental, D i v i s i o n a l and Army 
l e v e l . I commanded the Ranger Platoon from the day i t was born i n Van 
Pyland's beetle browed s k u l l t o the day i t died a r a t h e r ^ l i n f u l death 
during the i n i t i a l attempts t o cross the Rapido r i v e r i1i<iv i mj the b a t t l e 
of and f o r Cassino. During the s h o r t few months of i t s existence the 
t h i r t y odd men who made up t h i s m u l t i - l i n g u a l Platoon of m i s f i t s garnered 
a t o t a l of 18 Slver Stars (some w i t h c l u s t e r s ) , 31 Purple Hearts of which 
three were my share, X recommended/^CMH which was nixed by the man t o whom 
i t was t o have been conferred a f t e r having been approved a l l the way t o 
the t o p , 4 C i t a t i o n s from D i v i s i o n and Army and 1 French Croix de Guerre 
w i t h Gold s t a r . We s t a r t e d out as t h i r t y odd men and f i n i s h e d w i t h seven. 
F i n i s l e Guerre! I couldn't begin t o d e t a i l the i n d i v i d u a l e x p l o i t s of 
these TDers but I ' l l t e l l you a s t o r y one the f i r s t heavy duty a c t i o n , 
one which was not given due c r e d i t when such actions were w r i t t e n up i n 
the 36th D i v i s i o n h i s t o r y . You w i l l not d i g up a h i s t o r y of the 636th TD 
Bn., because none was ever w r i t t e n . At war's end the TDs were dissolved 
and the men who manned the Tank Destroyers from the cheese-box M-3 Half 
Track through the M-10 motor c a r r i a g e t o the M-36 s o - c a l l e d Tiger tank 
k i l l e r , were returned t o the I n f a n t r y Regiments from where they o r i g i n a t e d . 
The 636th TD Bn., was a unique f i g h t i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h an enviable 
r e p u t a t i o n ; beginning and ending i n a blaze of g l o r y which u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
has never been documented. 


