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RELIEF FROM THE LINE (except f o r the Ranger Platoon and 2d Platoon 
Company 'C 636th TD Bn) 

The p r i n t e d word as presented i n the f i r s t Div H i s t o r y of the 36th 
published i n l a t e 1945 i n d i c a t e d a few sentences with r e f e r e n c e to 
the town of RIQUEWIHR. Further reading i n d i c a t e s the German's made 
an attempt to t u r n the 36th Div's f l a n k which was repulsed. The 
events I w i l l r e l a t e , are not recorded i n any report or Unit h i s t o r y . 
The'^^j^fifr of Riquewihr i s one of many which perched above the flood 
p l a i n on the west s i d e of the Rhine r i v e r . The town had been ( a l l e g e d l y 
c l e a r e d of German troops by the forward elements of the French 4th 
Armored Div. 636th TD Bn's Company C had detached i t s 2d Platoon to 
ma^e a r e s t stop i n a l a r g e wood on the o u t s k i r t s of the town. A 
Plat^oft'^from the 36th Div Chemical Mortar Company (porhapc a Soction) 
was a l s o p o s i t i o n e d outside the town. The Ranger Platoon which had 
now been s c a l e d down i n s i z e to twenty men, had been given the mission 
of combing the bushes f o r any German ' l e f t - o v e r s ' and 'Stay-behinds'. 
The townspeople were mostly A l s a t i a n s of German stock who had no love 
f o r the French. Div Hq decided to consider t h i s quaint town as a 
p o s s i b l e s i t e f o r Div Rear CP. B r i g a d i e r General "Uncle Bob' Stack 
was i n command of the Recon party checking out the area as the 
possiblte Div Rear CP. A f t e r the French armored u n i t s had f l a s h e d 
through the town, they l e f t nothing except t h e i r exhaust fvimes to 
i n d i c a t e t h e i r t r a n s i t o r y presence. Sergeant Gonzales, F a t s , 
Tex and Sneaky Pete were my constant Companeros. Gonzales was a 
f a n t a s t i c r i f l e m a n and had r e c e i v e d from me a f i n e German s n i p e r 
r i f l e complete with scope. He d r i f t e d back to me as we observed the 
town from the s h e l t e r of a h i l l s i d e grove. The morning mists from 
the Rhine r i v e r had not yet l i f t e d ; they would be completely d i s s i ­
pated by the e a r l y mornjiing sun. Gonzales came to me on a dead run. 
"Lieutenant, something's f i s h y down there, not a person moving, no 
one to be seen, and I recon'd the backyard barn a r e a s , a l l the stock 
i s locked up t i g h t and the cows a i n ' t been milked. I don't l i k e i t ! " 
I sent F a t s and Sneaky to r e t r a c e the path taken by Gonzales. F a t s 
returned w i t h i n minutes. "Goddamn Krauts are up under the roofs of 
those houses armed to the t e e t h , and boat loads are coming a c r o s s the 
r i v e r under cover of the fog!" I sent Tex to the 36th Div recon p a r t y 
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with the glad t i d i n g s t h a t 'maybe' we were i n for a s u r p r i s e f i r e 
f i g h t . B r i g General Stack sent f o r me but I was already moving 
down around the r e a r of houses l i n i n g the s i n g l e main s t r e e t w i t h 
Gonzales c l o s e behind. I had to get a look a t t h i s f o r myself. What I 
observed sent c h i l l s r a c i n g up my wishbone. At l e a s t two f u l l Compan­
i e s of German troops armed with Burp Guns and MG 42's was i n f i l t r a t i n g 
from the r i v e r , up the t r e e l i n e behind the barn b u i l d i n g s , heading 
towards the wooded area occupied by the Tank Destroyer Platoon of 
twelve TDs, which I was f a i r l y c e r t a i n the Germans didn't know were 
th e r e . A s i n g l e shot rang out; a small c a l i b e r b u l l e t which s t r u c k 
the stock of Gonzales' r i f l e . We h i t the prone and observed the 
houses. A window c u r t a i n f l u t t e r e d and a r i f l e b a r r e l poked out of 
the window. Gonzales zeroed i n and f i r e d . He h i t a middle aged woman 
who was ready to shoot again, what l a t e r turned out to be a c a l i b e r 22 
t a r g e t r i f l e . That l a s t shot a l e r t e d the tank destroyers and we could 
hear t h e i r d i e s e l engines f i r i n g up. More Germans were coming along 
the s i n g l e s t r e e t through the center of town. I made my way back to 
the Ranger Platoon and we s e t up a few machine guns to e n f i l a d e the 
area behind the barn b u i l d i n g s and thej^ooded h i l l . We heard the loud 
'Whump' of an ^.2 mortar and knew the Chemical mortar s e c t i o n had 
l o c a t e d a t a r g e t to zero i n , as i t turned out the hundreds of German 
troops manning small i n f l a t a b l e boats and c r o s s i n g the Rhine towards 
the town of Riquewihr. The TDs were moving i n d i v i d u a l l y , then the 
f i r e storm began with HE s h e l l s slamming point blank i n t o the houses 
a t roof top l e v e l ; i n t o the s i n g l e town s t r e e t clogged with German 
i n f a n t r y . We looked down from an angle and saw s h e l l s b u r s t i n g on the 
cobblestones, mowing down scores of Germans who were t r y i n g the p r e s s 
a g a i n s t the w a l l s of the houses. Turning back to run towards the r i v e r , 
running i n t o the Germans who were advancing. D i v i s i o n H i story s t a t e s . 
"This a t t a c k made without preparation was a great s n c c e s s / " i t does 
not i n d i c a t e whether the a t t a c k was being made i n Riquewihr or 
Kientzheim. I t does not s t a t e e x a c t l y what the French 4th Armored 
u n i t s were up t o . The f a c t s l a t e r a s c e r t a i n e d was that the French had 
by-passed a s i z e a b l e number of h e a v i l y armed Germans, who had 
apparently made w i r e l e s s contact with elements of Germans on the other 
s i d e of the r i v e r . These unfortunates were German O f f i c e r Candidates 
who had not been t e s t e d i n b a t t l e . 
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They had picked Riquewihr as a good spot to c r o s s from the other 
s i d e of the Rhine because the townspeople were sympathetic and 
'good Germans' not expecting to f i n d t h i s heavy firepower i n the 
wooded h i l l s behind the town and not knowing the 36th Div had 
contemplated t h i s area as a good 'Rest area' and Div Rear CP. The 
French T^sk Force Commander had to be 'brought' back to see f o r 
himself what i t was he had allowed to remain i n h i s r e a r . The 36th 
Div Hq had been on the verge of l o s i n g i t s a s s i s t a n t Div Commander 
plus a Platoon of Tank Destroyers and a ^rfrt»a«7-oif Section of 4.2 
Chemical mortars- EXCEPT FOR/iohJ*'se^eaR\ Gonzales who r e c e i v e d a 
Bronze S t a r medal f o r h i s a c t i o n . We found a t o t a l of two hundred 
nine t y one dead and s e r i o u s l y wounded German s o l d i e r s i n and around 
Riquewihr, not a damn one of them more than twenty years o l d ! T h i s 
could have been the b a s i s for a r e a l l i f e scandal i n v o l v i n g the l a x 
and take-it-for-grante'^^'^f the French 4th Armored u n i t s who had 
i n i t i a l l y by-passed many of the Germans, by a d e f i n i t e f a i l u r e of 
f l a n k r e conaissance and s e c u r i t y and f u r t h e r by s t a t i n g i n a r e p o r t 
t h a t the e n t i r e area had been c l e a r e d by them. Dozens of townspeople 
who had p a r t i c i p a t e d on the German si d e as roof-top s n i p e r s had been 
k i l l e d and wounded, most of them women. 

Not a s i n g l e word about t h i s had been w r i t t e n i n t o the Unit h i s t o r y . 
Also not reported was the h i l a r i o u s s i t u a t i o n i n which 'Uncle Bob 
Stack, the 36th Div A s s i s t a n t Commanding General, who had climbed 
i n t o a granary to b e t t e r d i r e c t the f i r e s of 'his troops' f e l l 
through the f l o o r i n t o the s h e l l e d corn below and almost s u f f o c a t e d 
before he was dug out by h i s advance Recon party. 

I have read the French m i l i t a r y h i s t o r i c a l v e r s i o n of the f i e r c e 
f i g h t i n g which r e l i e v e d the Colmar Pocket and not one word about 
t h i s f i a s c o p r e c i p i t a t e d by the French 4th Armored D i v i s i o n . The 
town of Riquewihr was l o c a t e d on the north e a s t e r n edge of the 
Colmar Pocket. The c i t y of Colmar was a German bastion on the west 



THE WINTER MONTHS 
S t r a s b o u r g , an A l s a t i a n M o n g r e l o f b o t h F r e n c h a n d 

G e r m a n i n f l u e n c e , f o u n d e r o f the C h r i s t m a s tree t r a d i t i o n 

a n d possessor o f one o f the w o r l d ' s finest c a t h e d r a l s , was a 

f a r m o r e pleasant spot i n w h i c h to s p e n d the C h r i s t m a s h o l ­

i d a y s t h a n h a d been San P i e t r o a year b e f o r e . T h e 3 6 t h 

r e m a i n e d i n S t r a s b o u r g o n l y five days , p a t r o l l i n g the 

m e d i e v a l streets i n search o f G e r m a n s t r a g g l e r s a n d agents , 

w h o h a d never l e f t the c i t y even a f t e r i ts c a p t u r e by F r e n c h 

forces u n d e r G e n e r a l L e Clerc one m o n t h b e f o r e . D o w n o n 

the r i v e r b a n k s , b o r d e r i n g G e r m a n y i tsel f , m e n o f the 3 6 t h 

s tood the w a t c h o n the R h i n e . 

U n c l e Sam's C h r i s t m a s present to the 3 6 t h D i v i s i o n was 

r e l i e f f r o m the l i n e , w h o l e a n d w i t h o u t c o n d i t i o n . B y 

C h r i s t m a s Eve the D i v i s i o n h a d set an e n d u r a n c e r e c o r d 

f o r c o n t i n u o u s c o m b a t days ( w i t h i n f a n t r y e lements i n the 

l i n e ) , 133 . D a t i n g f r o m the A u g u s t 15 i n v a s i o n , i t h a d 
r u s h e d u p f r o m the beaches, p l o d d e d o n w i t h o u t rest 

t h r o u g h the b i t t e r Vosges f o o t h i l l s , f o r c e d h i g h St. M a r i e 

Pass, a n d s t o p p e d the fierce G e r m a n at tacks f r o m the C o l ­

m a r p o c k e t . Q u i e t S t r a s b o u r g i t se l f was a d e c i d e d c h a n g e 

a f t e r a l l t h i s , b u t n o w the D i v i s i o n w o u l d m o v e to a rest 

and t r a i n i n g area near S a r r e b o u r g , fifty m i l e s to the rear 

t h r o u g h Saverne G a p . I t s ta r ted m o v i n g o n C h r i s t m a s D a y , 

the d a y the D i v i s i o n C h a p l a i n , L t . C o l . H e r b e r t E . M a c 

C o m b i e , gave a p a r t y f o r the c i t y o r p h a n a g e , a n d a l l the 

G . I . 's c h i p p e d i n f r o m t h e i r C h r i s t m a s packages . 

T h e r e l i e f was s h o r t - l i v e d . 

I n o r d e r to c o n t a i n the V o n R u n d s t e d t o f fens ive tha t h a d 

r i p p e d i n t o the F i r s t A r m y l i n e i n B e l g i u m a n d reached its 

h i g h - w a t e r m a r k on December 24 , the A l l i e d C o m m a n d 

STRASBOURG, f r o m the pi lot ' s seat of a P iper Cub. M o a t - l i k e canal ON CHRISTMAS DAY. 1944. members of the D i v i s i o n 
to the r i g h t is not to be confused w i t h the Rhine River (not p i c t u r e d ) . gave a par ty for the c h i l d r e n of the c i ty . 



was compelled to draw troops from the Seventh A r m y , pro­

portionately thinning out the dispositions in its sector. T h e 

Seventh A r m y line was widely extended to the left to a 

point near S a a r b r u c k e n , leaving units w h i c h had reached 

the G e r m a n border on the right, near the R h i n e , in an ex­

posed position, defensively. 

W h e n fa i lure in the Ardennes Offensive became appar­

ent and A l l i e d troops began to bite away at the flanks of 

the Bulge, the G e r m a n s turned their attention to the Sev­

enth A r m y sector and seized the opportunity to stage a 

m a j o r attack, both in the hope of gaining a psychological 

advantage .and to offset any further shifting of Al l ied 

forces to the Belg ium battle. T h e y chose for the point of 

their assault, the area at Bitche, in the center of the Seventh 

A r m y line, and struck boldly for Saverne to close the pass 

there to Strasbourg . Success would have boxed in the 

whole V I C o r p s on the right, and imperi led the loss of a l l 

Alsace . 

D a y s in advance of the G e r m a n attack, a feeling of sullen 

3 M I L E S 

\
BITCHE 

ENCHENBER6 

MONTBRONN 

GOETZENBRUCK*K MOVTERHOUSE 

AAIESENTHAT /''•'^^^^^SBERG 

expectation permeated the chi l l December a i r , penetrating 

even to the rear where D i v i s i o n men, now in S H A E F re­

serve, started their t ra ining . T h e r e were several a l e r t s — 

alerts to be ready to rush to either X V or V I C o r p s on short 

notice, alerts for enemy paratroopers supposedly dropped 

in rear areas. 

UNEASY FEELING 

A t midnight of New Y e a r ' s E v e , t radit ional hour of cele­

brat ion, the G e r m a n s launched their attack south of Bitche. 

Before the day was out the 141st had hurr iedly departed 

f rom Saarebourg , moved forty miles to close a gap on the 

right of the 100th D i v i s i o n , caused when the G e r m a n s fil­

tered through on the left of the V I C o r p s sector, 141st 

infantrymen immediately upon a r r i v a l took up positions 

in an eight-kilometer arc to protect the towns of E n c h e n -

berg, L e m b e r g , and Goetzenbruck, with Montbronn at the 

center of communicat ions . T h i s was on the flank of the 

G e r m a n penetration, w h i c h in another several days reached 

its peak at a depth of s ix mi les at W i n g e n , i n the 45th D i v i ­

s ion sector. " 

C o n f u s i o n , near-panic and wild rumors were c i rcula t ing 

freely when D i v i s i o n elements a r r i v e d . T h e G e r m a n s did 

what they could to heighten deception by using captured 

equipment , in wear ing A l l i e d uniforms and infiltrating 

" j e e p p a r t i e s " under the guise of A m e r i c a n soldiers . B y 

noon of J a n u a r y 2 all units of the I41st were in contact 

with the enemy, and a cr i i tca l situation obtained as the G e r ­

mans plucked away at L e m b e r g in the center of the line and 

threatened encirclement on the south flank at Meisenthal 

and Sarre insberg . Par t of C o m p a n y I was cut off in the 

fighting north of L e m b e r g , but the enemy did not get 

through. Next day G e r m a n s dented the line between 1-em-

berg and Goetzenbruck, but the loss was restored before 

dark . 

INTENSE COLD 

T h e remainder of the D i v i s i o n travelled the icy roads to 

Montbronn in a snowstorm after dark of J a n u a r y 3, the 

142nd and 143rd b a c k i n g up the 141st A r m y orders speci­

fied the employment of only one R C T at a t ime, even for­

bade the s t i r r ing up of a fight by any direct offensive 

action. Because of the intense cold , regiments rotated on 

l ine duty for three-day periods. C o m p a n i e s A and C of the 

142nd I n f a n t r y , in an attack that required special A r m y 

permission, sliced off an enemy bulge and netted ?>0 pris­

oners on the m o r n i n g of J a n u a r y 8. Next day the G e r m a n s 

threw a battalion against L e m b e r g , w h i c h , after in i t ia l sur­

prise , was driven off under heavy artillery concentrations. 

O n J a n u a r y 11, the 3 r d Battalion, 143rd, pulled off a " C h i ­

n e s e " or mock attack that produced a violent G e r m a n re­

action and a heavy shell ing of L e m b e r g . 

A very distasteful j o b d u r i n g this period emphasized the 

seriousness of the general situation W i t h pick a n d shovel, 

reserve 141st and 143rd elements and the 111th E n g i n e e r s 

hastily prepared a secondary or switch l ine several miles 

to the rear. Cer ta inly the G e r m a n s had been compelled to 

do this type of thing all a long, but to D i v i s i o n troops this 

was an entirely new mil i tary method. T h e full weight of a 

G e r m a n attack was still anticipated but never developed 

at Montbronn. 

A n A r m y order sent the 142nd Infantry west to the X X I 

C o r p s to back up the line before S a a r b r u c k e n while a relief 

of the 103rd D i v i s i o n was car r ied out, J a n u a r y 13-18. S u c h 

quiet prevailed in this sector that h a r d l y a shot was fired. 

STRASBOURG THREATENED 

After J a n u a r y 6 G e r m a n attacks in the Bil,che salient 

were contained. G r a d u a l l y the pressure wore off and the 

enemy retired, discouraged at what little success he had 

attained. O v e r on the right of the Seventh A r m y line how­

ever, persistent armored attacks hacked away at the V I 

C o r p s positions north of H a g u e n a u . E a r l y in J a n u a r y a 

large force of G e r m a n s had ferried the R h i n e and seized a 

smal l bridgehead ten miles north of St rasbourg at G a m b -

sheim. Effor ts to dislodge the enemy proved fut i l 

•^^J ^ H.«.r vt-n l-Af i n f o f^J-^U p).L^ Qo. C, CSLtb TDJ 
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The photo of an American tank knocked out and s t i l l burning 
poses one of the sad aspects when Command c o n t r o l i s l o s t during 
the heat of b a t t l e . S e v e r a l American tanks had entered t h i s town 
from a f l a n k d i r e c t i o n during a f i r e f i g h t between Tank Destroyers 
and s e v e r a l German tanks concealed i n b l a s t e d houses along the main 
s t r e e t . The TD Gunners saw too l a t e t h a t what appeared to be a German 
tank moving i n from a l a t e r a l s t r e e t was a c t u a l l y an American. The 
TD knocked i t out with two f a s t rounds before the e r r o r was d i s c o v e r e d . 
I n the background the helmet of a crew member of the TD which KO'd 
the American tank can be seen as he looks towards t h i s unfortunate 
t a r g e t . The TD Commander was not t o l d about the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
American tanks being i n the v i c i n i t y . 

The huge gaping hole i n the w a l l of t h i s stone farmhouse was made 

by a German T i g e r tank mounting a 105mm gun, the f i r s t of such 
weapons ever encountered and to my knowledge the l a s t . T his weapon 
had seen co n s i d e r a b l e use on the Russian Front and no where i n the 
many h i s t o r i c a l accounts I have read, had i t been encountered i n the 
VI Corps area of combat. An M-10 TD knocked him out from the r e a r 
before he could move from h i s f i r i n g p o s i t i o n . 
I have mentioned q u i t e o f t e n t h a t M-10 TDs could c a r r y a few 
Infantrymen. I n t h i s photograph the TDs are r e f e r r e d to as 'Tanks', 
count the helmeted Infantryman aboard the f i r s t one. Then again, 
have you ever read about or heard of ten or more f u l l y loaded 
Infantrymen aboard the round t u r r e t e d , sloping deck of a Sherman 
tank? 



ATTACK ON HERRLISHEIM »Y 14I»t WAS THROWN BACK. BUT GERMANS WERE EVENTUALLY FORCED TO EVACUATE IT. 



GERMANS IN THE WOODS. T h e enemy t o o k f u l l advantage o f the w o o d e d area n o r t h o f O b e r h o f f e n to l a u n c h 
h i s c o u n t e r measures. Despi te a r t i l l e r y c o n c e n t r a t i o n s a n d b o m b i n g s c a r r i e d o u t on t h e i r pos i t ions , the G e r m a n s at­
t a c k e d f r o m the w o o d s to o v e r r u n the nor theas tern a n d c e n t r a l p o r t i o n s o f the t o w n on F e b r u a r y 1 1 . (Below) W i t h an 
A m e r i c a n t a n k s t i l l b u r n i n g i n the f o r e g r o u n d , t w o l i t t e r - b e a r e r s p i c k u p the b o d y of a dead A m e r i c a n . 



HOUSE TO HOUSE O b e r h o f f e n y i e l d e d a l a r g e n u m b e r o f e n e m y p r i s ­
oners . G e r m a n s h a d to be d u g o u t o f ce l lars at bay­
onet p o i n t o r f l u s h e d o u t w i t h grenades . T h e t w o 
p i c t u r e d above s u r r e n d e r e d o n l y a f t e r they h a d re­
ce ived t h i s t r e a t m e n t . 

GERMANS f i red heavily at the bailey br idge l i n k i n g Bischwi l ler and . SMOKE f r o m a G e r m a n mortar shell envelopes an al-
Oberhoffen but i t remained intact . ready battered house i n the t o w n . 





ON MARCH 23rd TANK COLUMNS RACED 25 MILES TO THE RHINE. ROUNDED UP HUNDREDS OF FLEE ING GERMANS. 
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A very e x c e l l e n t d i s t o r t i o n of m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y i s revealed i n 
the 1945 published 36th D i v i s i o n volume. Once more a b i t of f a c t 
to top o f f the f i c t i o n ! 
R eichsmarshall Hermann Goering surrendered to B r i g a d i e r General 
Stack as a 'part' of the formal surrender of t h i s Nazi son-of-a 
- b i t c h to the 36th D i v i s i o n a t the D i v i s i o n Hq. He was captured 
by a band of m i s f i t s wearing German Uniforms who had been scouring 
the f o r e s t e d slopes f o r a reported Hq of the much vaunted and 
propagandized "Werewolves" who were to man the Alpine Redoubt 
i n a l a s t stand. So much f o r our own m i l i t a r y i n t e l l i g e n c e during 
those c r u c i a l months p r i o r and f o l l o w i n g the end of h o s t i l i t i e s . 
He was picked up with a bedraggled r e t i n u e of 'Followers' and 
a l l e g e d servants c a r r y i n g a nondescript amount of hand baggage. 
The c r e d i t f o r h i s capture went to the 36th Div Recon Troop. 
Goering was r e l i e v e d of h i s medals, h i s fa b l e d baton and s e v e r a l 
personal items which included h i s Nazi Party P i n , a 'lucky' or 
unlucky f o r him F i v e Mark s i l v e r c o i n , and a s i n g l e SS c o l l a r 
f l a s h a l s o i n s i l v e r . Upon n o t i f i c a t i o n t h a t he had been taken, 
36th Div Hq immediately ordered an element of the 36th Div Recon 
Troop to the s i t e of h i s capture. The i n i t i a l i n t e r r o g a t i o n of 
t h i s f e l l o w had been conducted under c o n d i t i o n s not l a t e r reported 
but g r o s s l y exaggerated by the complaint r e g i s t e r e d by Goering 
to the Commanding General of the 36th Div. His medals were r e ­
turned to him and he was t r e a t e d as b e f i t s an O f f i c e r of h i s rank 
r a t h e r than the war c r i m i n a l he a c t u a l l y was! Colonel von B r a u c h i t s c h 
a l l e g e d to have been tehe personal a d j u t a n t to Goering was not a c t i n g 
i n t h a t c a p a c i t y on the date of the capture. Goering's aide-de-camp 
was a simpering homosexual Major of the SS. At the time the Major 
was made to remove h i s uniform and underwear as the r e s t of the party 
was f o r c e d to do i n a search f o r weapons and poison, t h i s Major was 
found to be wearing female undergarments complete with a g i r d l e i n 
which he had secreted the l o c a t i o n s of many s t o l e n v a l u a b l e s , gold, 
and o b j e c t s d'Art. These f l i m s y sketches were turned over to the CIC 
by the men who took Goering p r i s o n e r . The made up s t o r y about h i s 
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capture i s a concoction developed and expanded upon by 36th 
Div Hq S t a f f o f f i c e r s who w i l l remain unknown. One c e r t a i n b i t 
of proof of t h i s provided a l l e x i s t i n g documents can be l a i d out 
i n a c h r o n o l o g i c a l sequence of the happening would be the time 
element involved from the time the capture was reported to 36th 
Div Hq, the time t h i s was r e l a y e d to General Eisenhower's Hq, 
the time General Stack made h i s o f f i c i a l pick-up complete w i t h 
news and o f f i c i a l photographers, one may r e a d i l y see the made 
up s c r i p t or sc e n a r i o w i l l not hold water. There are s t i l l two 
or three items i n a small locked box which Goering did not have 
returned to him; the Nazi Party emblem, the F i v e Mark coin and 
the SS emblem. I can w e l l imagine t h a t he didn't r e l i s h the idea 
of having h i s Nazi Party emblem and SS emblem f a l l i n t o the hands 
of h i s cap t o r s . A heavy ornate gold wristwatch was a l s o not given 
to him because i t became "^lost' with one of h i s captors. The personal 
Mercedes Benz c a r i n which he was a l l e g e d to have been travelling 
when 'intercepted' by the o f f i c i a l g r e e t i n g convoy l e d by General 
Stack d i d e x i s t , however i t was parked i n a p r i v a t e e s t a t e on the 
o u t s k i r t s of Radstadt awaiting Goering's a r r i v a l from h i s mountain 
hideaway. Unfortunately the mountain hideaway was a sumptously 
f u r n i s h e d F o r e s t e r ' s hut guarded by s e v e r a l s t a l w a r t s who never 
knew how they died. Goering's wife was t r e a t e d with courtesy but 
no kindness was shown her by t h e i r c a p t o r s . Goering's command of 
E n g l i s h was q u i t e e x t e n s i v e , ̂ d he probably understood more than 
he would admit. His personal papers and f i l e s were taken from him 
and t h e i r whereabouts became a matter f o r much conjecture a t a l a t e r 
date when i t was a s c e r t a i n e d t h a t the bulk of these papers and f i l e s 
were 'missing'. The a r r i v a l of Colonel von B r a u c h i t s c h a t the 36th 
D i v i s i o n CP with the message f o r General Devers and General E i s e n ­
hower occured as w r i t t e n , however many months l a t e r there was a 
whisper that he had come to 'make a d e a l ' f o r himself by g i v i n g 
c e r t a i n v a l u a b l e information concerning v i t a l f i l e s i n possesion 
of the Goering party. Today looking back a t t h a t hour i n h i s t o r y . 
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one might welfl. wonder a t the contents of those v i t a l f i l e s and 
personal records, wonder how simple i t was f o r the Reichsmarshall 
to have obtained the poison capsule)^which ended h i s l i f e before 
h i s t r i a l had ended,(Suring a short period i n which B r i t i s h MPs 
were charged with keeping a c l o s e watch on him night and d a ^ 
I spoke about t h i s and other i n t e r e s t i n g s u b j e c t s with A l b e r t 
K e s s e l r i n g many years l a t e r . I w i l l not i n d i c a t e what he answered. 
I a l s o mentioned t h i s curious happening to Otto Skorzeny during 
an i n t e r e s t i n g chat I managed with him on n e u t r a l ground. I w i l l 
i n d i c a t e a p a r t of h i s r e p l y , "When a man d i e s he takes h i s 
personal s e c r e t s with him; a l l e l s e i s a matter of conjecture 
and l i e s , f o r he cannot r e t u r n from the grave to gainsay them". 

Today, a f t e r a l l these decades s i n c e the events I have w r i t t e n 
about took p l a c e , there are s t i l l men who would k i l l to keep 
those s e c r e t s of the pa s t - s e c r e t ! However, I have w r i t t e n f o r the 
f i r s t time a s t o r y of events I witnessed, p a r t i c i p a t e d i n , and 
heard from f i r s t hand accounts. Now I have completed t h i s from 
notes and memory, I have destroyed those o ld notes, some which 
were b a r e l y decipherable, f o r even the paper they were w r i t t e n 
on those many years ago, has grown o l d and b r i t t l e . I am a w r i t e r 
of s o r t s , a book-worm a t heart and every djy there i s something 
new and i n t e r e s t i n g . A f t e r a l l t h i s i s supposed to be a b i t of 
w r i t i n g about one of many Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n s which saw 
a c t i o n during World War I I . A good and e f f e c t i v e weapon i s i n our 
country seldom long l i v e d . Thus the M-10 Tank Destroyer began 
and ended i t s l i f e i n a r e l a t i v e l y s h ort time. There i s one 
nation where the Tank Destroyer concept has been developed to a 
f i n e m i l i t a r y a r t and th a t i s R u s s i a , which o r i g i n a l l y took over 
the Nazi German tank destroyer concept and improved upon i t . 
We i n turn took from each what we needed on a short term b a s i s 
and dropped i t a f t e r the immediate need ceased to e x i s t . A good 
and e f f e c t i v e piece of m a t e r i e l i s a c t u a l l y not good f o r b u s i n e s s ! 



PRIZE CATCH 
A s n o t e w o r t h y as the D i v i s i o n ' s bat t le feats o v e r a p e r i o d 

o f t w e n t y m o n t h s w a s the m a g n i t u d e o f the e n e m y leaders 

i t c a p t u r e d d u r i n g the last few days o f the w a r . T h r e e of 

these c a p t i v e s , R e i c h s m a r s h a l H e r m a n n G o e r i n g , F i e l d 

M a r s h a l G e r d v o n R u n d s t e d t , a n d D r . H a n s F r a n k , were 

la ter d e s t i n e d to face w a r c r i m i n a l charges at the c o m b i n e d 

A l l i e d t r i a l at N u r n b e r g . 

G e r m a n y ' s L u f t w a f f e C h i e f a n d N o . 2 N a z i , H e r m a n n 

G o e r i n g , s u r r e n d e r e d to the Ass is tant D i v i s i o n C o m ­

m a n d e r , B r i g . G e n . R o b e r t I . Stack, o n V - E D a y , f o l l o w ­

i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s b y h i s p e r s o n a l a d j u t a n t . C o l . V o n 

B r a u c h i t s c h , son o f the G e r m a n f i e l d m a r s h a l . 

V o n B r a u c h i t s c h a r r i v e d at the D i v i s i o n C P e a r l y i n the 

m o r n i n g o f M a y 7 w i t h a message to Gen. E i s e n h o w e r a n d 

Gen . Devers , C o m m a n d i n g S i x t h A r m y G r o u p . H e ex­

p l a i n e d h i s m i s s i o n to Gen . D a h l q u i s t and Gen . Stack, 

o f f e r i n g to send h i s d r i v e r w i t h the la t ter to G o e r i n g ' s 

secret h i d e a w a y . G e n . Stack a c c o m p a n i e d the d r i v e r a n d 

i n t e r c e p t e d the p o m p o u s G o e r i n g on a r o a d near R a d s t a d t , 

a b o u t 35 m i l e s southeast o f S a l z b u r g . T h e m a r s h a l u n d e r ­

s tood some E n g l i s h , spoke v e r y l i t t l e . H e was a c c o m p a n i e d 

i n h is Mercedes Benz by his F r a u E m m y , d a u g h t e r E d d a , 

several m i l i t a r y aides a n d persona l re ta iners . 

Because o f the d a r k n e s s a n d the presence o f SS t r o o p s 

CROOKED-LIPPED, CATTY HERMANN GOERING. NO. 2 NAZI. TALKED FREELY OF HITLER'S ORDERS TO DO AWAY WITH HIM. 



in the area, i t w o u l d have l iec i i d a n g e r o u s In i iave r c t u r i i o d 

to the D i v i s i o n tha t n i g h t , so t l ic e n t i r e p a r l y went w i t h 

Genera l Stack to a n e a r b y castle w h i c h had been o c c u p i e d 

i)y elements of the F l o r i a n Ceyer S. S. C a v a l r y D i v i s i o n . 

T h e c a p t u r e o f th i s castle h a d been a c c o m p l i s h e d by Gen­

e r a l Stack a n d a. p l a t o o n f r o m the 6 3 6 t h T a n k D e s t r o y e t 

Reconnaissance C o m p a n y and the 1 & R P l a t o o n of the 

142nd I n f a n t r y e a r l i e r i n the d a y . 

I n the m o r n i n g the G e r m a n leader was taken to the 3 6 t h 

D i v i s i o n C P i n K i t z b u h l ' s s w a n k y G r a n d H o t e l . T h e r e G e n . 

D a h l q u i s t q u e s t i o n e d h i m , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r H e i n r i c h H i m m -

ler 's w h e r e a b o u t s . G o e r i n g t a l k e d f ree ly b u t gave no spe­

c i f i c tac t i ca l i n f o r m a t i o n . H e e x p l a i n e d i n d e t a i l his q u a r ­

rel w i t h H i t l e r on A p r i l 23 w h e n he h a d ca l led the f u h r e r 

i n B e r l i n . A s soon as the i n t e r r o g a t i o n was over he was 

placed i n a c u b p lane a n d d e l i v e r e d to the Chie f o f S taf f , 

Seventh A r m y . 

VON RUNDSTEDT 

F i e l d M a r s h a l l G e r d v o n R u n d s t e d t , b r i l l i a n t P r u s s i a n 
m i l i t a r y s t rategis t , a n d a c k n o w l e d g e d dean of J u n k e r gen­
erals , s u r r e n d e r e d to 2 n d L t . Joseph E. B u r k e and a ten-
m a n p a t r o l f r o m C o m p a n y A , 141st I n f a n t r y , on M a y 1 , 
d u r i n g the bat t le f o r B a d T o l z . 

A p r i s o n e r taken b y the 1st B a t t a l i o n , 141st I n f a n t r y , 
f i r s t revealed t h a t V o n R u n d s t e d t was i n the area. W h e n 
f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n e d , he t o l d o f the house i n w h i c h the m a r ­
shal 's p a r t y was q u a r t e r e d . A s L t . B u r k e entered the hos­
p i t a l res idence. V o n R u n d s t e d t , his w i f e a n d son, j u m p e d 
up f r o m t h e i r seats b e f o r e the f i r e . Sa id the field m a r s h a l , 
" I t is a m o s t d i s g r a c e f u l s i t u a t i o n for a s o l d i e r to g ive h i m ­
self u p w i l h o u t o f f e r i n g res is tance . " T h e son , L t . H a n s G e r d 
v o n R u n d s t e d t , stated t h a t h is f a t h e r h a d last seen H i t l e r 
on M a r c h 12 w h e n he h a d been re l i eved of h is c o m m a n d of 
a l l G e r m a n a r m i e s o n the W e s t e r n F r o n t . T h e a g i n g R u n d ­
stedt h a d been t a k i n g a b a t h cure at B a d T o l z i n an e f l o r l 
to heal a leg a i l m e n t . Despi te a not iceable l i m p he r e t a i n e d 
the t r a d i t i o n a l J u n k e r a u s t e r i t y . 

T h e t h i r d o f the N u r n b e r g d e f e n d a n t s was the i n f a m o u s 
R e i c h s m i n i s t e r D r . H a n s F r a n k , G a u l e i t e r o f P o l a n d a n d 
p e r p e t r a t o r o f J ewish e x t e r m i n a t i o n p i t s . F r a n k was 
t r a p p e d i n h i s office b y M a j . P h i l l i p B r o a d h e a d o f the 
D i v i s i o n A M G t e a m . 

A d m i r a l N i c h o l a s H o r t h y , the H u n g a r i a n regent w h o 
c o n s o r t e d w i t h A d o l p h H i t l e r , and w h o is c r e d i t e d w i t h 
e s t a b l i s h i n g one of E u r o p e ' s first d i c t a t o r s h i p s , was f o u n d 
by an advance h e a d q u a r t e r s d e t a c h m e n t led by M a j . A r n i m 
F. I^uck i n the p a l a t i a l Schloss W a l d b i c h l near W i e l h e i m . 

M a x A m a n n , s t o d g y N a z i p u b l i c i s t , and the t h i r d m a n 
to j o i n the N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t P a r t y , was seized b y secu­
r i t y t r o o p s of the 141st I n f a n t r y o n a S H A E F w a r r a n t , 
c h a r g i n g h i m w i t h w a r c r i m e s . A m a n n h a d been l i v i n g i n 
sec lusion at his s u m m e r h o m e near Tegernsee . 

T h e 3 6 t h D i v i s i o n bag i n c l u d e d 22 o ther i n f l u e n t i a l N a z i 
c o m m a n d e r s . T h e y w e r e : A i r M a r s h a l s R i t t e r von G r e i m , 
w h o succeeded G o e r i n g i n c o m m a n d o f the L u f t w a f f e , a n d 
w h o c o m j n i t l e d s u i c i d e in c a p t i v i t y ; H u g o Sperr le , w h o 
i n v e n t e d d i v e - b o m b i n g tact ics , p l a n n e d the L o n d o n b l i t z , 
and defended the N o r m a n d y coast l ine i n 1 9 4 4 ; SS Gen­
e r a l Sepp D i e t r i c h , the defender o f V i e n n a against the Rus­
sians, and one of V o n R u n d s t e d t ' s c r u e l f l e d g l i n g s i n the 
A r d e n n e s ; a n d 19 lesser generals . 

HUGO SPERRLE. ADMIRAL HORTHY. 

GOERING'S CAR, a l i i g l i - p d w e r t d . new M e r c e d e s - B e n z , fea­
t u r e d s i x - p l y g l a s s Iwd i n c h e s t h i c k . 



W U F L Z B U R G 

N U R N B E R G 

W H £ N THE 36th moved f r o m Kaisers lautern to re jo in Seventh A r m y , it took three j u m p s and five days to catch the r a p i d l y 
advancing A r m y l i n e . Six days later, in A u s t r i a , f inal v ic tory came. 

M e a n w h i l e , i n w h a t was to be the f i n a l a c t i o n o f the w a r , 

the 1 4 2 n d I n f a n t r y o n M a y 4 was sent 50 m i l e s a r o u n d the 

h e i g h t s , t h r o u g h B a u b l i n g to rel ieve elements o f the 1 2 t h 

A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n i n the I n n R i v e r V a l l e y at K u f s t e i n . T h e 

D i v i s i o n h a d n o w entered A u s t r i a . One day la ter the en­

g a g e m e n t at I t t e r Castle p r o v i d e d a m e l o d r a m a t i c f i n i s h . 

A t 1830 o f M a y 5 t r o o p s were o r d e r e d to h a l t i n place a n d 

a w a i t f u r t h e r i n s t r u c t i o n s . D o w n the l i n e passed the g o o d 

w o r d , " H E Y , J O E , T H E W A R ' S O V E R . " Joe r u b b e d 

h i s eyes, even c r i e d . . . . 

THE BLUE DANUBE was muddy and green where 36th 
crossed i t , f o l l o w i n g up the Seventh A r m y advance. 
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I once wrote a short s t o r y about a fabulous m i l i t a r y c h a r a c t e r 
who I c a l l e d 'Tully Bridgeman' (not h i s r e a l name). T u l l y was a 
unique man, a t e s t - j o c k e y for armored v e h i c l e s a t Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds. He checked out one of the prototype models of what l a t e r 
was c a l l e d the ultimate i n Tank Destroyer weapons, the M-36.^What 
he d i d to that machine i n f r o n t of a delegation of m i l i t a r y , — • 
i n d u s t r i a l and n e u t r a l observers, would c u r l the h a i r on a bald " i j -
pa t e l ^ Y e t , t h i s v e h i c l e was introduced with much fan - f a r e and 
m i l i t a r y p u b l i c i t y , l a t e r to be the death t r a p f o r many a good -~Cc7 
s o l d i e r - r e g a r d l e s s the m i l i t a r y cover-up which followed i t s «^ 
woeful performance on the b a t t l e f i e l d . During the 'Old Days' when I 
an t i - t a n k warfare was a seed l i n g seeking to push i t s way through 
hidebound, i j i i l i t a r y orthodoxy; the post-world war I c a v a l r y (horse) , • 
the booted and spurred desk s o l d i e r s which inundated the old War ^ 
Department, the Army came up with what they c a l l e d the L o u i s i a n a 
Maneuvers. During these maneuvers the anti- t a n k weapons were simu- > 
l a t e d , the gunners were mostly a r t i l l e r y m e n . Then came the WW I 
French 75s which l o s t t h e i r wooden spoke wheels to rubber t i r e d ? 
truck wheels and a x e l s , towed by m i l i t a r y pick-ups and one ton ^ 
t r u c k s , mostly Chevvys. We graduated from 37mm to 57mm ant i - t a n k w 
guns, then came the f i r s t experiments with mounting 75s, 57s, and 
37s i n the old White h a l f t r a c k s . We had the anti-tank gun fev e r v 
a f t e r the Germans began to push the B r i t i s h around i n A f r i c a , ^ 
although the Germans had quite a concept going when they went i n t o 
Poland and l a t e r when they invaded R u s s i a . B a s i c a l l y i t s the -î  
a r t i l l e r y cannon a g a i n s t another s i m i l a r cannon, improved by p l a c i n g ^ 
i t on and i n an armored s e l f propelled v e h i c l e . Innovation, t r i a l , ^ 
and improvement were the watchwords i n the anti - t a n k concept. Today 
we have m i s s i e s up t h e ' S i l o s ' from the small one man back pack jobs 
to the big ones, and now we're back a t square One. The Stock Broker 
and the Real E s t a t e Broker make ' i t ' a t both ends! So does the 
m i l i t a r y and the i n d u s t r i a l Team, th e r e ' s money i n i t no matter 
which way you s l i c e the p i e . Sad f a c t i s t h a t where the m i l i t a r y i s 
invol v e d , men's l i v e s are n e e d l e s s l y wasted during the b a t t l e f i e l d 
wriri^ng out phase, because t h e r e ' s no money i n manufacturing a machine 
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t h a t ' s gping to l a s t f o r a while, so ra t h e r than improve on the 
e x i s t i n g machine, we dump i t and come up with something t h a t ' s 
supposed to be f a r b e t t e r even i f i t l a s t ) only h a l f as long or l e s s , 
I guess I am p r e j u d i c e d i n favor of the M-10 Motor Carriage with 
t h a t old pre-WW I I 3" gun which we could have improved upon by 
gi v i n g i t more powerful s h e l l s and a greater v a r i e t y of them, 
r a t h e r than d e l i v e r the M-36 with i t s dangerously high s i l h o u e t t e , 
unstable handling i n uneven t e r r a i n , a tendency to t i p over when 
neg o t i a t i n g an angled slope. 

F i n i s 

1 

1^ 


