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F i r s t I want to comend t h e peo p l e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s e t t i n g 

up and r u n n i n g t h e r e u n i o n a t F t Hood,they d i d an o u t s t a n d i n g 

jo b , 

I g a t h e r from r e a d i n g t h e TDA N e w s l e t t e r you do not have 

v e r y much i n f o , on the 636 T D Bn.,so h e r e i s my s m a l l c o n t r i b u t i o n ; 

l ) A t t a c h e d i s the o f f i c i a l s t a t e m e n t of l i n e a g e and b a t t l e 

honors f o r t h e 636th a t t h e time they were a s s i g i n e d to a Te x a s 

N a t i o n a l Guard a n i t . So,our h i s t o r y l i v e s on. P l e a s e note t h a t 

the 6 36th was p l a c e d onthe r o l l s o f The Army of The U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

on 3 Dec 1 9 4 1 . 

2) We were a c t i v a t e d a t Cp.. Bowie T e x a s , about 60m,i ' s from. F t Hood, and 

s e l e c t e d t o s e n t to Hood a s S c h o o l Troops.The s t o r y has i t t h a t our 

Div Cmdr Turned down t^he r e q u e s t . C o n s e q u e n t l y we were one of t h e few 

Ens t h a t d i d n o t go t h r u Cp Hood,We s t a y e d v;ith t h e 36th D i v on and 

o f f f o r t h e n e x t f o u r y e a r s . 

3) A s f o r our weapons,we were i s s u e d t h e 75mm on a 1/2 t r a c k a t Gp 

B l a n d i n g FX. i H t h e s p r i n g of 4 1 . I n Oct o r Nov.of 41 a t Cp Edwards 

Mass we drew our MlOs.Imiight add h e r e t h a t o u r S3,Maj A u s t i n , an 

e n g i n e e r from F t Worth,Tx., r e c e i v e d the L e g i o n of M e r i t f o r d e s i g n i n g 

and b u i l d i n g a c o u n t e r b a l a n c e f o r t h e M l O , i t was p l a t f o r m made out 

of a n g l e i r o n and f i l l e d w i t h molten l e a d , y o u w i l l p l e a s e note i n t h e 

p i c t u r e s o f t h e MlO t h a t t h e c o u n t e r b a l a n c e was not c a s t w i t h t h e t u r r e t 

b ut b o l t e d on. We drew new MlOs when we a r r i v e d i n A f r i c a and our 

Ren Co was i s s u e d M5 I t t k s . Wekept t h e s e v e h i c l e s t h r u I t a l y and 

S . F r a n c e ( l a t e 4 4 ) Then we drew M36s and t h e Ren Co drew M8 Armd C a r s . 



"THE BIRTH OF A RANGER PLATOON" 

V e r y b r i e f l y , d u r i n g t h e i n i t i a l l a n d i n g s a t Paestum, the P l a t o o n 
was debarked minus i t s l i g h t machine guns, v e h i c l e s and the l o n e 
M-10 t a n k d e s t r o y e r w h i c h had been a s s i g n e d t o i t . We d i d have two 
w a t e r c o o l e d Browning c a l i b e r 30 heavy b a r r e l machine guns minus t h e 
h o s e s and c o n d e n s e r c a n s , so a t f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y on t h e way i n from 
our 'Mother' s h i p we p e r m i t t e d them t o s l i d e g r a c e f u l l y o v e r t h e s i d e . 
We s c r a m b l e d a s h o r e d u r i n g a h a i l s t o r m o f gun f i r e d i r e c t e d a t t h e 
beach head from a l l s i d e s i n c l u d i n g t h e heavens o'erhead. I t was a 
c a s e of f o l l o w t h e l e a d e r and we somehow managed t o c r a w l a c r o s s t h e 
r o c k s and d e b r i i s i n t o t h e h o l l o w s of sand and s t u n t e d growth t o a 
s m a l l d r a i n a g e c a n a l where we assembled and counted heads; a l l p r e s e n t 
and a c c o u n t e d f o r , e x c e p t two men. The s c r a p i n g n o i s e w h i c h had been 
f o l l o w i n g i n our t r a c k s was now more t h a n a u d i b l e . I d e t a i l e d s e v e r a l 
men t o f i n d out what i n t h e h e l l i t was and i f enemy, k i l l i t ; b r i n g 
back a l l IDs p l u s any weapons and g r e n a d e s . T h i s would be our f i r s t 
b a p t i s m a s ambushers a f t e r t h e a r d r o u s weeks o f t r a i n i n g a t t h e Arzew 
s t a g i n g and t r a i n i n g a r e a o u t s i d e the c i t y of Oran i n F r e n c h Morocco, 
North A f r i c a . We had s p r e a d o u t i n a w a g o n - t r a i n c i r c l e , t i g h t and 
c l o s e , f a c i n g a l l d i r e c t i o n s . We had s i d e a r m s , t h e r e l i a b l e C o l t 45, 
Ml c a r b i n e s , s e v e r a l (?5cands and f r a g hand g r e n a d e s . Our s i n g l e bazooka 
had but one HEAT r o c k e t . The s e v e r a l h o u r s s i n c e t h e main l a n d i n g f o r c e 
had f o u g h t i t s way i n l a n d t o a s t a l e m a t e seemed l i k e s e v e r a l d a y s . 
The beach b e h i n d us was c l u t t e r e d w i t h e v e r y p o s s i b l e p i e c e o f e q u i p 
ment; t r u c k s , j e e p s , t a n k s and t a n k d e s t r o y e r s ; a r t i l l e r y w i t h prime 
movers - a l l t r y i n g t o head a s h o r e and i n l a n d away from the murderous 
s h e l l f i r e . Our ambush p a r t y r e t u r n e d , b r i n g i n g w i t h them, n o t b o d i e s 
b u t s e v e r a l v e r y n i c e German machine p i s t o l s and t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 
o f t h e men who had c a r r i e d them. I d i d n ' t s t o p t o t h i n k about how 
t h e s e Germans had been b y p a s s e d o r how many o t h e r s were s t i l l a round. 
We g a t h e r e d our P l a t o o n , d i v i d e d i t i n t o s i x man squads, a g r e e d upon 
c e r t a i n r e c o g n i t i o n s i g n a l s and s t a r t e d t o b e l l y c r a w l a l o n g t h e c a n a l 
and i n l a n d where we e v e n t u a l l y came to an o u t - f a l l w h i c h was p r a c t i c a l l y 
d r y ; a l a r g e d i a m e t e r d r a i n w h i c h p e r m i t t e d us t o move ahead on hands f 
and knees i n t o t h e d a r k i n t e r i o r . The s m e l l o f s o u r grape wine was 
heavy i n our n o s t r i l s . The n o i s e we mad<i must have a r o u s e d a l l t h e I 



sewer r a t s i n I t a l y . The d r a i n became l a r g e r i n d i a m e t e r and we 
c r a w l e d i n t o a s t o n e l i n e d c o n d u i t of some s o r t . I ' v e never f i g u r e d 
o u t t h e d i s t a n c e we c r a w l e d and l a t e r s t o o p - w a l k e d u n t i l we came t o 
a n o t h e r e n l a r g e m e n t i n the c o n d u i t w h i c h p e r m i t t e d us t o walk e r e c t 
a l t h o u g h s l i g h t l y s tooped. We c o u l d h e a r the m u f f l e d sounds o f heavy 
f i r i n g above ground. We had been moving s l o w l y b u t s t e a d i l y i n l a n d 
f o r a l m o s t two h o u r s . The sounds of f i r i n g had d i m i n i s h e d . We came 
t o a / H e t a l g r a t i n g which seemed t o have s e e n r e c e n t u s e . My s i n g l e 
w a t e r - p r o o f e d f l a s h l i g h t was a god-send but t h e b a t t e r i e s were r u n n i n g 
low. I c o u l d h e a r v o i c e s t o our f r o n t and o v e r h e a d - s p e a k i n g German. 
What t o do now? I motioned two o f our german s p e a k e r s t o the f r o n t and 
we d e c i d e d t o i n v e s t i g a t e b e f o r e w a l k i n g t h e e n t i r e P l a t o o n i n t o a POW 
camp. Moving s l o w l y we e n t e r e d what appeared t o be a huge s t o n e room 
f i l l e d w i t h w a l l t o w a l l c a s k s of f e r m e n t i n g grape wine. We had c r a w l e d 
i n t o an I t a l i a n w i n e r y and from the a p p e a r a n c e o f t h i n g s , w e l l i n f r o n t 
o f our own l i n e s i n t o t h e m i d s t of t h e German army. S e v e r a l t u n n e l s 
b r a n c h e d o f f i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s . I motioned f o r e a c h man t o c h e c k 
o u t a t u n n e l . The dim l i g h t from above gave us enough i l l u m i n a t i o n t o 
s e e where we were going and t h a t was about a l l . F i r s t c o n t a c t would 
b r i n g us a l l t o g e t h e r a t the p o i n t where we had e n t e r e d the v a u l t l i k e 
w ine c e l l a r w h i c h must have been h a l f t h e s i z e o f a f o o t b a l l f i e l d . 
My l u c k h e l d and I walked r i g h t i n t o a s i n g l e German i n the a c t of 
r e l i e v i n g h i m s e l f . He was q u i c k l y d i s p a t c h e d and I took h i s documents, 
S o l d b u c h , badges o f rank, a medal, a machine p i s t o l w i t h a bag of c l i p s 
s e v e r a l hand g r e n a d e s and a b e a u t i f u l f i g h t i n g k n i f e . I r e t u r n e d t o t h e 
o t h e r s and was n e a r l y s tabbed by one of our own. The German had come 
down i n t o t h e c e l l a r from a l a r g e door entryway v i a a r a i s e d p l a t f o r m , 
but I r e a l i z e d t h e y had t o b r i n g t h e s e wine c a s k s i n from a n o t h e r 
d i r e c t i o n . S u r e l y we would f i n d t h i s e n t r y and t h e n attempt t o make use 
o f i t t o e s c a p e back t o our l i n e s . One by one t h e t h r e e t u n n e l r a t s 
r e t u r n e d ; e a c h b r i n g i n g w i t h him h i s s h a r e o f t h e German Wehrmacht t o 
i n c l u d e a l i v e one, a p r i s o n e r , b u t what i n t h e h e l l would we do w i t h 
him? O b e r l e u t e n a n t GERD SHLIESSMAN was one s c a r e d s o n - o f - a - b i t c h ! 
He spoke no e n g l i s h but came c l o s e t o a f a i n t when I spoke t o him i n 
e x c e l l e n t German. He a g r e e d t o a s s i s t us i n l e a v i n g t h e w i n e r y by a 
'back door' a f t e r d a r k n e s s . He a g r e e d t o becoming a POW, and hoped we 
would k i l l him m e r c i f u l l y w i t h o u t t o r t u r e . 
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D a r k n e s s once more and the t h i r d day. We had p a s s e d a day and a h a l f 
i n t h e w i n e r y w i t h o u t food. The w a t e r i n our c a n t e e n b o t t l e s had been 
use d h o u r s p a s t . The R a t s of Tobruk had n o t h i n g on the R a t s of Paestum! 
We d e t e r m i n e d t o l e a v e h e r e a t dusk. Our German POW was t i e d i n a c a t ' s 
c r a d l e w i t h a promise t h a t we would f i r s t e m a s c u l a t e him b e f o r e o t h e r 
more h o r r i b l e t h i n g s i f he b e t r a y e d u s . I had t a k e n h i s IDs and p i s t o l . 
He was my b u i l d , perhaps a b i t h e a v i e r . I changed u n i f o r m s w i t h him, 
f o r g e t t i n g f o r t h e moment t h a t I would be s h o t a s a spy i f we were 
c a p t u r e d . The j o u r n e y o u t of the w i n e r y t h r o u g h a v e r i t a b l e l a b r y n t h o f 
t u n n e l s took s e v e r a l h ours of s l ow g o i n g . We emerged from a h i d d e n 
e x i t on t h e r e v e r s e s i d e of a s l o p e w h i c h appeared t o be c o v e r e d w i t h 
German t r o o p s and equipment, a l l moving away from t h e beach a r e a . We 
c o u l d d i s c e r n t h e sounds o f our 30 c a l i b e r machine guns and r i f l e f i r e 
from t h e s h a r p s t a c c a t o b u r s t s o f t h e German weaponry. Our m o r t a r s and 
a r t i l l e r y were banging i n a l l around. I n the pre-dawn d a r k n e s s we 
began t o p i c k o u t a few s t r a g g l e r s . One by one t h e y were k i l l e d . T h e i r 
u n i f o r m s and equipment were t a k e n by e a c h o f our P l a t o o n . We c o u l d 
be m i s t a k e n f o r German s o l d i e r s e x c e p t t h a t we d i d r e t a i n our u n i f o r m s 
b e n e a t h t h e German u n i f o r m s we had t a k e n . We d e c i d e d t o remain c l o s e 
t o g e t h e r and g r a d u a l l y move away on an a n g l e towards the a d v a n c i n g 
A m e r i c a n s . U n t i l now t h e r e were no i n j u r i e s o r c a s u a l t i e s among u s . 
D u r i n g t h e pre-dawn l i g h t we s p o t t e d an a d v a n c i n g American p a t r o l . We 
c a l l e d o u t t o them and i m m e d i a t e l y r e c e i v e d r i f l e f i r e a s t h e p a t r o l 
took o f f i n the d i r e c t i o n from where t h e y had come. L i k e mad men we 
c h a s e d a f t e r them but t h e y d i d o u t r u n u s . We topped a s l i g h t r i s e and 
s p o t t e d a German SP gun camouflaged i n a f i e l d . T h e r e were a few 
German s o l d i e r s t o be s e e n and we s u s p e c t e d o t h e r s t o be i n c o n c e a l e d 
and camouflaged p o s i t i o n s w a i t i n g f o r t h e Americans t o come o v e r t h e 
r i s e t o t h e i r f r o n t . We d e t e r m i n e d t o u s e our heavy ' a r t i l l e r y ' t h e 
one and o n l y bazooks r o c k e t and I e l e c t e d m y s e l f f o r t h e j o b . A f t e r 
a l l . Second L i e u t e n a n t ' s were l e s s v a l u a b l e t h a n an e x p e r i e n c e d P l a 
toon S e r g e a n t ! S t a f f S e r g e a n t " F a t s ' E v e r e t t i s one of t he few I s h a l l 
name; he a g r e e d t h a t I would be t h e expendable one; I ' d t a k e o u t t h e 
S e l f - p r o p e l l e d gun j u s t a s t h e American t r o o p s hove i n t o s i g h t o v e r 
t h e r i s e , and t h e r e m a i n der o f the P l a t o o n would open up w i t h e v e r y 
machine p i s t o l and c a r b i n e t h e y had. T h i n g s don't a l w a y s go a c c o r d i n g 

i 
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t o p l a n , but t h i s time t h e e n t i r e e p i s o d e r e s o l v e d i t s e l f j u s t a s 
t h e u n w r i t t e n , u n p r e p a r e d s c r i p t c a l l e d f o r . The Americans, e l e m e n t s 
of the 142d I n f a n t r y advanced i n s m a l l l o o s e f o r m a t i o n s , s u p p o r t e d by 
A r t i l l e r y and Tank D e s t r o y e r f i r e s . The s e l f - p r o p e l l e d German gun 
t u r n e d o u t t o be a 105mm gun mounted on a l a r g e h a l f - t r a c k e d v e h i c l e 
i n a d d i t i o n t o a bevy of emplaced MG 42s and numerous r i f l e m e n f i r i n g 
from p r e p a r e d f i r e p i t s . The Americans r e c e i v e d a w i t h e r i n g f i r e i n 
c o n c e n t r a t e d d o s e s . One Tank D e s t r o y e r moving s w i f t l y f o r g o t h i s b a s i c 
weave and f i r e t a c t i c s , r u n n i n g a / ' f u l l speed d i r e c t l y towards t h e SP 
gun and r e c e i v e d a d i r e c t f r o n t a l h i t . Then came the s u r p r i s e ! T h r e e 
MG 42s and h a l f a dozen machine p i s t o l s opened up on t h e German r e a r 
and f l a n k . The s t a r t l e d Germans saw t h e m s e l v e s f a c i n g men i n German 
u n i f o r m f i r i n g d i r e c t l y i n t o t h e i r r a n k s a t c l o s e q u a r t e r s . Out o f 
nowhere a s i n g l e r o c k e t grenade slammed i n t o t h e b a c k s i d e of t h e SP 
gun p l a t f o r m , d i s a b l i n g t h e gun, i m m o b i l i z i n g t h e crew. Germans e v e r y 
where began t o s u r r e n d e r w i t h hands i n the a i r . The a d v a n c i n g Americans 
took o v e r w i t h m i n i m a l c a s u a l t i e s - however, t h e m i s f i t s of t h e Ranger 
P l a t o o n were f o r g e t t i n g one imp^tant f a c t ! They too were o u t f i t t e d i n 
German u n i f o r m s . F o r t u n a t e l y f o r them, a q^ck w i t t e d a r t i l l e r y O b s e r v e r 
had noted t h e i n t e n s e f i r e b e i n g d e l i v e r e d i n t o t h e r e a r of t h e German 
p o s i t i o n s , n o t i n g a l s o t h e uniforms of t h e men who were doing t h e damage 
I had been wounded s l i g h t l y by a mortar f r a g m e n t but managed t o t e a r 
o f f t h e German O b e r l e u t e n a n t ' s j a c k e t t o r e v e a l t h e US Uniform b e n e a t h . 
A mixed bag of f o r t y n i n e p r i s o n e r s was t a k e n , e x c l u d i n g s e v e r a l o f 
my c u r s i n g German u n i f o r m d r e s s e d TDers who f i n a l l y managed t h r o u g h 
t h e i r c h o i c e e p i t h e t s p l u s dog-tags and o t h e r ID t o r e v e a l t h e m s e l v e s 
i n t h e i r t r u e c o l o u r s . A post-mortem c r i t i q u e was conducted and t h e 
f i n a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n was made by C o l o n e l Van P y l a n d , CO o f t h e 636th 
TD Bn, who s t a t e d , "Turn 'em l o o s e ! Those c r a z y b a s t a r d s b e l o n g t o me!" 
The t u n n e l complex^beneath t h e w i n e r y was e x p l o r e d by the 3 6 t h D i v . , 

o f machine p i s t o l s , g r e n a d e s , p a n z e r f a u s t s a l o n g w i t h s e v e r a l v e r y 
f r i g h t e n e d communications p e r s o n n e l who were o n l y too happy t o f u r n i s h 

Much v a l u a b l e OB i n f o r m a t i o n was o b t a i n e d p l u s a c a c h e 
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a d d i t i o n a l information such as codes, radio frequencies, o v e r l a y s 
f o r b a t t l e maps yet to be used by the Germans and an i n v a l u a b l e l i s t 
of German f o r c e s d i s p o s i t i o n s to a depth of f i f t e e n k ilometers. 
T h i s , the f i r s t of many escapades engaged i n by the 636th TD Ranger 
plat o o n earned a c i t a t i o n , two purple hearts and two s i l v e r s t a r s . 
There were two c a s u a l t i e s , one was 'Tex S ' who received a s i n g l e 
w e l l placed 9mm machine p i s t o l b u l l e t through the l e f t cheek of h i s 
a — and didn't know i t u n t i l the a c t i o n was over and he began to take 
o f f h i s German uniform. We learned a l o t during those f i r s t h e c t i c 
days and one most important thing, we learned to work together, r e l y 
upon one another, l i s t e n to i d e a s , and then abide by a f i n a l d e c i s i o n 
to go forward and do the job. Our many weeks of hot sun drenched 
t r a i n i n g with no f r i l l s and few breaks i n the Arzew staging area had 
paid o f f - BUT THIS I S NOT WHAT TANK DESTROYERS ARE TRAINED FOR? 

As f o r myself, the fool stunt with t h a t s i n g l e bazooka rocket earned 
me the sobriquet. Bazooka Red, a name that stuck with me long a f t e r 
h o s t i l i t i e s had ceased. I had been t o l d t h a t i n order not to miss 
h i t t i n g t h a t SP gun, I had crawled to w i t h i n twenty f e e t of the damn 
thing and f i r e d point blank i n t o h i s gun platform with the rocket 
loaded, wired and ready for b l a s t o f f . So much f o r a name! Colonel 
Pyland paid us the dubious compliment of a job w e l l done, j u s t as i f 
t h i s had taken place under h i s d i v i n e guidance. His words to the 
assembled Platoon s e v e r a l days l a t e r , "Well boys I don't know how 
you f i g u r e d i t out because not a damn one of you has seen combat the 
way I have, but the Regimental S-2 and S-3 have decided to give you 
a few of the harder nuts to crack!" 

- f i n i s -


