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HISTORY OF 640TH TAHK DESTROYER BATTALION
1941

Tank Destroyers as a unit of the United States fighting forces was
born December 15, 1941, and the 640th:-Tank Destroyer Battalion was one of fifty
battelions authorized by the War Department. * The 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion,
less Co "C" and Pioneer Company, was activated December 18, 1941, from Btry
"g" (anti-tank), 222nd Field Artillery with strength of 2 officers and 88 enlisted
men, Lieutenant Colonel Issac V., Aylesworth, anti-tank officer, 40th Infantry
Division commanding. Also that day sixteen officers from Field Artillery
organizations of the 40th Inf Div, 72 enlisted men from a Field Artillery replace-
ment training center, and the following units were assigned to the battalion:

AA & AT Plat, 1lst Bn, 143d FA 29 Enlisted Men

AA & AT Plat, 2nd Bn, 143d FA 19 Enlisted Men ,\gﬂ..
AA & AT Plat, lst Bn, 145th FA 27 Enlisted Men 9

AL & AT Plat, 1st Bn, 22d FA 6 Enlisted Ae@\\

This made a total of 19 officers and 241 enlisted men in the battalion. With the
exception of the persomnel from the replacement training center, practically all
of the above personnel were inducted in federal service karch 3, 1941.
1042
Basic training pertinent to & tank destroyer battalion was commenced.

But before this first schedule could get underway, an assignment came through
--guard duty at Mines Field, California. To handle this guard duty, all personnel
of the battalion was required and, in addition, two companies of the 185th
Infantry Regiment, This assignment lasted from January 11, 1942 to January 28,
1942, On January 28, the day of the dast guard, thirty-two radio operators from
the 640th were sttached to other units of the 40th Division to guard defense install
" tions, Also, one officer and sixty-five enlisted men were attached to the 40th
Division for administretive purposes and stationed at Camp Haan, California. All
of these men were lost to the battalion until April, 1943,
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On Februarv 18, 1942, Btry "R (anti-tank), 222nd Field Artillery, was
redesignated Co "C", 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion with strength of 1 officer.end ¥
111 enlisted men; Headquarters battery 222nd Field Artillery, was redesignated
Pioneer Compeny, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion with strength of 2 officers and
56 enlisted men. These newly activated units joined the battelion February 23,
1942, at bivouac area, Providencis Ranch, Burbank, California. Co "C" armed with
8 75 M2AZ eanti-tank guns, was immediately attachted to the 143d FA Bn and ordered
into position in the vicinity of Seacliffe, California, south of Santa Barbara, on :
a coastal defense mission. . , e
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" During the four dav period, Merch 23 to March 31, the 640th TD Bn was
again enlarged. This time the battalion received 554 new inductees directly from
a reception center, as thesecwere all new men, most of them only in the Army three
days, a comprehensive 4 week basic’ treining progzram was undertaken. The remaining
men hvailable for duty with the battalion were used as a cadre  to instruet the °
recruits who were given no other ¢ uty during the conduct of their four weeks traig?kg.
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Before this four week training course could be completed the battalion was
ordered to move to Fort Lewis, Washington. Before leaving, some 37iManti-
tank guns brought in by the anti-tank platoons were turned in.

: Training was revised as soon as the battelion was alerted to move and
emphasis shifted to motor vehicle maintenance and the establishment of bivouac
camps. The results of the training speaks for itmelf, the mejority of the '
vehicles being operated by men with only one month of service, and as a result
the marchfrom Burbank, Calif., to Ft. Lewis, Wash., a distance of 1200 miles,
was made with only five minor accidents, no injuries, and negligable mechanical
trouble. .

The march to Fort Lewis was completed on lay 1, 1942 and, as ®oon &s
cenp was set up, basic training was resumed. This training was completed on
May 31, 1942,

This battalion provided its first cadre, consisting of five officers .
end 77 enlisted men to the 815th Tank Destroyer Battalion on May 11, 1942, Mean-
while, a second cadre was being treined within the battalion.

From June 1, 1942 to August 1, 1942, the first advanced technical
training for tank destroyer methods was scheduled. The tank destroyers were still
in their infancy and changes in tactics and equipment were received frequently.

On July 22, 1942, this organization was redesignated as a Tank Destroyer Battalion,
Heevy, Self-propelled, and immediate changes were made to conform to T/b. The
battalion wasthen at T/0 strength, i.e., 38 officers and 860 enlisted men.
Appropriate changes in Q/BA were mede.

Five officers of the battalion, the battelion commsnder, S5-2, S=3 the
reconneissance company commander, and the battalion motor.officer, were sent to
the second officer's orientation course at the Tank Destroyer school Gatesville,’
Texas, in June. When they returned, latest developments were incorporated in the
training.

On July 25, 1942 orders were received to move. overseas. On August 12
and 13, the battelionsmoved by trein to & staging area, Cemp Stoneman, Pittsburg,
California, aerriving on August 14, 1942, and remaining 21 days, and left for the
Port of Embarkation on September 1942. Training was carrlod on while at the 4

L YR

staging arees, primery object being to promote a high degree of physical and mentel :™

efficiency. Subjects pertinent to the forthcoming move were included. All :
members of the battalion who had not fired their principle weanon (or substitute),‘
fired the prescrlbed familiarization course of 15 rounds, 605 men fired 15 rounds
per man with the Thompson Machine Gun Cal, .45. Staging area inspections were i
held for personnel, clothing, gas mas, etc. 4All members of the battalion took the.
prescribed ten mile hike with full field equipment ordered by the staging area b

L
commander. e
L

"The bettalion left the Port of Embarketion on Sept. 4, 1942 and arrived :
at Port Allen, Hawaii, Kauei, on 13 Sept, 1942, The trip was made on the SS Kota
Agoeng, & converted Dutch Freighter being used for the first time as a troop carrier

Individual company bivouac areas were extablished at Eleele, Kalos, and
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Lihue. Shortly thereafter, headquarters moved to Valley House, headquarters
company and the recconainssance company to & point about half way between the
town of Kapaa and Valley House, Company "A" to Kukui Grove, and Company “B"

to the outskirts of Waimes,

At this time, the Hawaiien Islands were still regarded as being vulner-
able to Japanese attack. Strict blackout regulations were kept at all times, while
a constant alert for attack was maintained constatitly. The battalion's primary
mission was to assiat the 185th Inf Regiment in the defense of the island. This
battalion o fficer a fast moving hard hitting mobile unit, with fighting power that
could be used both as coast d efense end anti-tank. ‘

With this in view, a treining program wes ordered directing development
of maximum combat efficiency. A thorough redonnaissance of the island was made.
Great stress was pleced on the firing of principal weepons. The program for
firing the weapons was broken down into pheses. Iach weapon was taken up individ-
uslly and preparatory training given. At the conclusich of this preparatory training,
all persornnel fired their individuel weapons and crew served weapons for record.,

Apout this time, Hqs and Hqe Co moved to lewai, Ron Oompany to Halfway
Bridge, Co "E" to with the twon of Kekaus.

v On 29 Sept. 1942, twenty-four 75iTi self-propelled destroyers were
received, They were divided into three groups of eight and assigned to the line
compenies. The new destroyers were f ired for the first time on October 2nd. All
three companies firing & totsl of sixty~-nine rounds. At this time 109SCR sets
were received. The Bn commo officer with the help of the individual company commo
personnel installed the sets and gave classes on their use and operation

On 14 October, ™C" Co was placed on detached service on the island of
Meuai. Soon efterwards Co "A" moved from Kakui Grove to Jensen'’'s Grove.. Co, C's
mission was to function in the same category &s the rest of the Bn functioned on
With this move, the Bn strength wes 31 officers, and 674 enlisted men,

Kausi.
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On 16 October, 1942, s communications exercise was conducted by Dzstri
Headquarters. The Bn participated end the reseults were satisfactory.

The Reconnaisssnce Yompsny had been atwrk preparlng functionsal maps
suit the needs of the Bn. Now, to maintain three destroyer companies, one plato

"a"gﬂ'_mw\
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each from A end B Cos were a551gned to Ren Co., and two platoons from Ren Co were m

gsent to the destroyer companies. Thus, Rcn Co was redesignated "R" Co (pr071slogI;

with the mission of & destroycr compeny . -

-

FO #12, Keuei District, 16 Oct 42 directed the f ormation of assault .=

groups. Cos A, B, and R(p) were given asssult group training with elements of th
185th Inf Regt, three days & wee!-. On the remaining days, the cos. continued * Z@§

training on individual weapons and tank destroyer tactics. ' o

im

v

. TM#lZ ¥HD, 3 Oct 42 directed amphibious treining for all men. The
training schedule was revised to include three hours per week to be devoted to
swimning instruction, landing net exercises, etc.

From 26 to 28 Nov, the Kauai Dist. meneuvers were held. The 3 destroyer
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Cos, A, B, and R(p), participated with assaoult groups. Hq Co and the command
post personnel formed a s emi-mobile reserve with the reserve persomnnel of the
185th Ir® Regt under the commend of Lt. Col., Aylesworth, the Bn Commander.

From 5 october to 28 Detember, all cos received instruction in the use
of hand and rifle grenades. The men were shown how to improvise their own grenades ,
as well as how to utilize the government issued ones,

The Ren Co pletoons assigned to A and B Cos and the Ren platoon in R(p)
prepared overlays and recn logs of all possible destiroyer positions on the island
of Kauai. These platoons condusted & rosd-net check from 14 Dec to 31 Dec. 4All
existing road net maps were improved amd brought up to date.

Since the incepticn of ti+ Lutitelion, 40 men have successfully
comple ted courses in OCS,

Present strength of the battelion: 34 officers, 820 enlisted men.
"C" Co this battalion, with 5 officers 180 enlisted men, is on DS to the head-
quarters laul district,

1943

. On January 6th Lt. Col. Aylesworth, Captain Walter S. Lamont, Captain
Edward T. O'Brien, Captein William B, Young, Captein Oliver N. Wampler, Captain
William Garrett, Lieutenant Bailey V. Hunt, were appointed to direct and control
field exercises to be held January 21 to 26, 1943, Battalion, less Co "C" parti-
cipated in Field Exercise which all units of Kauai District from Jan. 21 to 26.
Live smgmunition was fired during these manuevers.

One officer and one enlisted man were sent to the Hewsiin Department
Renger Training School et Schoffield Berracks.

On Februery 1, 1943, the following insignia was authorized by the
Quartermaster General, War Department, for the 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion:
Shéeld: Sable & heraldic panther rempant, head dismembered gules, incensed proper,;
armed azurs. Crest: None. Lotto: "Igne et feeris vicimus" (We conquer by fire Ry
sword). Description: A gold and black of the colors of the Tank Destroyer Forces.!
The functions of the organization attractively and allegorically illustrated by
the sabled héraldic panther with dismembered head, symbolizing the destruction
wrought by the organization to all opposition. The flames and fire denote zeal o
by which the personnel performs its duties, The suggexted motto is expressive of
the means by which objectives are achieved and alludes to the symbolism of the i
shield. The authority and description are attached as an exhibit. The insignis
was adopted as reccommeded,

. %
I3
.On Mregh 11, 1943, & more sever physicul trlining progranw as innugnro.tod* ’
when a1l enlisted men were required to take Ranger Combat Training. 1st Lt Pierce :
was in charge of the program and wes assisted by several non~-commissioned personnel,'l ]
81]l of whom had previously teaken Ranger training at the Ranger school at Schoffiel
Barracks. This phase of training ran for two months, with six hours instructions

per week.
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:  On March 22, 3 officers - Captain O'Brien, Lt. Ellis, Lt Nelson, and
65 enlisted men departed from Port “#llen, Ksuai, T. H., for Camp Hood, Texas,

as a cadre whioh this orgsnization h&d been called upon to provide,

On 4pril 9, a Tank Dextroyer  Fire Demonstration wus executed for
members of the Hawaiian Department and Kc.uli Distriot Staffs.

During the period of 18 April to Jun 9, 10 officers wers received by
thiw battalion, ' During the same period, 2 officers were relieved of their
assignment and reassigned in the United States,

‘From 9 Jun to 30 June, when the new T/0 18-26, Tenk Destroyer, Self-.
propelled went into effect, M10's-=~three inch guns mounted on full track

“vehicles~==began to arrive in small shipments. iheso K10's replaced the old
M3's,

Starting back in November 1542, the bn undertook itsmajor engineering
fest. 1lst Lt Ahers, Pioneer Platoon Leader in the Reconnaissance Company was in
charge of the popject. It was the building of e moving target firing rengs. In
June 1943, construction wae far enough along to permit firing. The targets were

pulled by a converted jeeo, approprietedly named the "Green Hornet", along narrow
gauged tracks which circled the target area proper,

The area itself was circuler
in shape and had a radius of a little over half-mile,

This range provided excellent opportunities for developing proficiency in
direct fire and was used e great deal by the new W10's for tactical problems.

The most extensive battle exercise to date was helg from 31 Oct to 2 Nov.'

It was a n offioial war department problem to test the organizetion's combat
efficiency. The complete battalion perticipated.

The problem was observed by Major General Rep»p Brush and umpires from

the HHD. Simulated enemy beachheads were eitablished at Barking Ssands Beach. The !

mission of the btn was first tov reconnoiter evemy positions and guard certain bridgej
from attack. This mission was performed the first day and night. The next morning®
‘order came down to the destroyer companies te seek out the enemyr tanks and engapge %
them. The orders were complied with and ell thres gun companies went into action.
The enemy tank fSrces was eliminated without the loss of any one of the companies.

The problem ended successfully and the batta ion received a very “tiSi‘lotorv E
rating from higher headquarters.

R

Shortly thereafter the 40th Inf Div, to which the battalion s nttaohed,

moved %o Oahu and the 33rd Div became the ma jor echelon on the ksland of Kauai. 3
Blackout regulations ang the c arryiyg of weapons had up to this time been slowly ¥
done away with, as the swaiisn Islande no longer feared attack from the enemy. §
However, with the advent of the 33rd Div, practically all combat reguletions wers

reinstituted, no doubt with the idea in view to acclimmtize greeh troops tp battle
coniitiona.

During the period of occupation on the island of Kauai, hundrodsb of
enlisted personnel were interviewed and examined for OCS. 96 EM were accepted

end sent to the mainland for training. 4dpproximately 97% of the men returnad

"IVNOI.I.V“ 3H1 1Y 0!00008638

'éaannouv




| 7350/ F .

3.3,
ORDER ~i235 ?#P"
|ED PE EXECUTIVE oE ? }
DECLAsz:fF Vs NARA, DATE_E/S

completed their training and are now serving the Army in the mpacity of officers.

On September 30, General Order #146was received from Hg, Hawaiian
Department, dtd 27 September 1943, changing the Table of Organizetion of the
640th Teank Destroyer 3n to 3" towed, T/0 18-35, dtd 7 May 1943. This order dis-
banded Reconnaissance Company end all psrsonnel from this companv were transferred
to Headquarters Company and cowpanles "A" ang "B",

On November T, the 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion, less Co. "C" -embarked
from Port Allen at 0820 and & rrived at Honolulu et 0430. Then diseumbarked end )
proceeded by motor convoy to Ft. Hase, T.H., ar small coast artillery ceamp near -
the Kanohoe Naval Base, There Co "C", which had arrived two days earlier from Mauai,
joined the battalion. Here bivouac areas were set up and the whole battalion less
camp guards, proceeded to the Hawaiian Department Unit Jungle Training School, 25
miles away for eight davs of extensive and grueling jungle training.

This battalion with ramnentes of the 40th Div made up a provisional bn
and went through the phases of village fighting, infiltration, explosives, physical
combat training, pioneering, junzle reconnsisssnce by night and dgy. While at the
junge school, 70 new replacements joined the battalion in time to get in about
three days of the essential and necessary training.

‘Upon our return to Ft, Hasse, ths new 3" Guns, M5, with split rails, which
were pulled by half track prime movers, began to arrive., The guns were serviced and
put in firing order and preliminary training on them was begun. During this period
the bn moved into permanent barracks in the mein fort, which after the wind and
dist of the firat oamp wes & welcomed nelief,

Qualification and familiarizetion of sll small arms, individual and crew
served was resumed with earnest. It 'ms at this period that the enlisted personnel
beceme Tamiliar with the uses of the carbine and the "Bazooka". Q

On 28 November 1943, Lt., Colonel Isaec B, Avlesworth, who had commanded
the battalion since its formetion wr= relieved. Colonel Ralph &, Merrit, Em-Chief
of Staff, 40th Division Artillery, assumed temporary command of the battalion.

During the first days of December, the battalion undertook amphibious ;
treining, in separate groups, each group participating in e complete operation 5
over a period of four davs each, i

' On December 11, the bn departed by motor convoy for Bchoffield Barrucks
to participate in reviev of the 40th Infnntrv Division by Lt. Gen. Robert C. ¢
Richardson, Jr., the commending gener:l of tho Central Pa*1¢1u Thesetre, to oelebrate
Pearl Harbvor Day.

, On the 14th of December, Lt. Col. Leslie H, Cornaby, s native of Utah,
and former commander of the 225th FA, s«ssumed commend of the 640th Tank Destroyer
Battelion. ‘

¥ gt A e d

December 22, 1943, replacements wer: received bo bring the bn up %o
enlisted strength. liost of these men were NCO's and veterans of the Attu osmpaign.
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1944

Training in all phases was resumed until 10 January 1944, when orders
to prepare for movement were received. On the 20th of January the bn embarked
at the city of Honolulu saboard the Kota Baroe for Guadslcanal, srriving Feb 5,
at Tenoru beach. Period of February 6 to FeBruary 12 consisted of unpacking
and checking of supplies and equipment. TFebruary 28 to March 13 was spent in
Comba~t Amphibious Training. This amphibious training was in preparation for
& combat mission whichwas cancelled on 13 March.' On April 20, preoarations were
again made for movement., On April 30 the batta''on embarked abomrd the USS Prssident e
Adams for Cape Gloucester, New Britain,-arriving at destination on 3 May 1944,

The period 4 May to 13 kay was spent in organizing, setting-up and
clearing bivousc ereas. The bn commenced SO-hour training week and for the first
time, firing of crew served and individual armwas oconductéd. Hikes in the order
of jungle patrols were conducted by all ecompanies, Classes were conducted in
indirect firing and operation of fire direction center. Indirect firing with
service ammunition was conducted s well as direct firing. On 11 July 1944, "A"
Co, plus one Reconnaissance Tlatoon o’ I’y Cc, embarked for Talasea for SD with
the 185th Infantry Combet Team. Through & series of commsand inspections & high
state of maintensnce of individual equipment and materiel was attained. Co "A"

joined the battalion Sept. &,

Cn October 13, 1944 s=r letter and indorsement from Headquarters
8th Army, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion was reorganized to T/0 18325, 15 March
1944, which provided for reactivation of Reconnsissance Company. On 270ctober,:
the first l-lo Tenk Destroyers were received by this command, along with the
armored care M-8 and H-20 for & new Table of Equipment. Work checking, cleaning
and maintenance of duly srrived equipment was coumenced, along with the training

in the use of them.

ECRLLTE
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' During this period combet operations were limited to perimeter defense
and small patrols in the Talasea-Hoskins bey area. On 9 December 1944, the bn
was assigned to the €th Army end attached 40th Inf Div, and left New Briten for
the Philippine Islands. While enroute to the Philippines the convoy was attacked
an unknown number of times by enemy submerines and suicidal air attacks with

negligable results.
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REPORT OF M-l OPERATION ISLAND OF LUZON, P, I.
9 January to 19 March 1945

el IR 5 T e

LOADING AXD MOVEMEXT FOR M1 OPERATION

e N

The bn was boated in LST's,cLSM's, and APA's, Headquarters and Head-
quartexs Company were loaded on an APA while the rest of the battalion was loaded
on LST's and 1SM's. The plan followed was to load one platoon on each LST OR LSM,

This plan proved very satisfactory as it eliminated the danger of losing
too much of one kind of equipmetn if a ship should be lost. The LSi's proved ideal
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for loading a platoon of tank destroyers as we were able to load all the platoon
equipment with out congestions to interfere with unloading. - '

The only serious drawback encountered was at landing beach at the far
shore where the LST's and LSi's were unable to make a shallow enough landing
for the M-8's, M-20's and general purpose vehicles, which were towed through
six feet of salt water. Even though the vehiocles had been water proofed this
resulted in grounding out, making them inoperative for sevsral days. When
landing this type of vnhicles from 18B's and LSM's in a suff over 3 feot doop
LCM's should be made available.

For loading nnd water movement to the operation, A, B, and C companies °
were sattached to an Infantry Regiment. The Regiments were resoons:.ble for
loading, movement And s upply of the companies. <Ihis arrangement did not prove
satisfactory as the Infantry commanders failed to realize the loading or supply
problems of armored units. Vehicles and supplies vitel to our operation were
left behind. Supply vehicles of the battalion were left in the rear echelon
thereby seriously impeding the movement and sunply of the bettalion after
reachinL the far shore. The Regimental Coubet Teams were responsible for supplies
of all types for the Tank Destrover Company, but found on reaching the far shors
that they were unzble to do it end it fell on the battelion S-4 section to attempt
to supply the three firing comparies which were widelyv spread. As the Tegimental
Co.ubet Teams were responsible for supnly of the companies most of the battelion
supply wvehicles were left in the rear echelon, consequently it wes impossible
to properly suoplv the companies with limited trensoortation on hend. This furil.es
hana; appad the oattclion vhen the supply trucks scheduled to arrive on S plus 18 an

S plus 30 failed to errive until S plus €0 day,

OPERATIONS OF THE 640TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALTON

%hile the battalion was attached to the 40th Infentry Division our
Reconnaisssnce Company was used for the Pivision reconnaissance mission under
the direction of the Division G-2. They performed the mission normelly massigned
to the Division Cavalry Recdmnasissance Troop. ®irect radio communicationwas
aminteinsd betveen the battalion Se2 and Divésion G-2 with Reconnasissance
conpeny commender meintaining communication with bettalion S-2.

L e ety
Srvleeraly i,

R

9 Jenusry - 21 January 1945

As no threat of enemy srmored attach developed the firing companies I'.'-q a
mained attached eech to an Infantry Regiment for direct fire support to the ground
troops. The princip &l tergets sttecked were caves, pillboxes, &nd wechine gun
nests., The 3-inch pun proved to be very effective against these targets end
the companies destroyed many. Often the 1i-10's were used for direct fire against’
Jap Artillery of vearious cs&libers, d ¢stroying meny, How ever often this heavy -
armor was emplpyed for missions normsl to organic Infantry weapons. At times
the 1~10 Tank Destroyers were used continuously while the M-7's and 57.af Anti-
tenk suns of the Infantry were idle. '

Thdn working as direct supvwort for an Infantry advance the Tank Destroyers
must be provided with friendly ground troops for protection from infiltretion
by the enemy. ZEngineers should be made available to the Tank Destroyers as
mine sanners. Thare sre nat fuffiniant nereannal cweilohla iw +ha Tawk Nambkecceaw
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battalion for this job,

bisuses of the Self-propelled destroyer were s ending them on missions in
enemy held territory with no attampt to provi ‘de protec:‘or for the Destroyers
from enemy ground troops. On several occasions in the veicinity of the Bamban
hills the M-10's were used by the Infantry commanders to spearhead their drive
" through rough terrain.- (Terrain not suitable for operation of M-10's). :

Ofeten the Platoon were attached to a battalion or company and were kept
in the fron lines for days at a time meking it impossible to perform proper maine
tenance on the M-10's. here again it isfelt that this was not an economiocal
use of weapons as the towed 57i0!'s were availabe for this mission.

When companies are detached from the battalion and attached to Infantry
Regiments the battalion loses communicetion, supoly is very diffioult and
maintenance so vital to armored equipment is next to impossible. Because of the
distances involved when the companies were dstached it became impracticabde to

send battalion maintenance section to aid the companies. : :
31 January = 19 March 1945 '

On Januery 31 the battalion minus "B" company, who remsined attached to
the 40th Infantry Division, reverted to control of XIV Corps and attache to
lst Cavelry Division. The elements ettached to 1st Cavalry Division left
Capas 1 Feb. and arrived at kayapyap 2 Feb. where they were attached to the 12th
Cavalry Regiment, and given mission of protecting the north and east flank of the
Division, and to reconnoiter area Mavapyap to Cabu. While here Reconnaissance
company sert daily patrols to Cabu- “iver and secured the Cabanatuan Prison Camp
¥o. 1. "A" company estsblished-a road block north and "C" company estebliched

road blocks on the east.

2
s = m
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On 5 Feb, the bettalion received orders to send "i" comnany sout:. to con-: 3

tact 1lst Cavelry Division. "A" company errived at Grece Park, lMenila, 1400

on 6 Feb.
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On 8 Feb, the battalion minus "A" and "B" company with the 85th Chemicsl !
battelion minus "B" and "C" companies attachedms given the mission of guarding the .
bridges in the “2banaiucrn sree end meintein contact with the 6th Division on the ,

north.
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On 10 Feb. tho battal ion was relieved of itsmission by the 112th Regi- i P
mental Combat Team and ordered to move south to Manila., The movement took -y |
two deys arriving st Rosario Heights, lanila st 1030 11 Feb. Bere bn passed .
.’.
<
. m
o

to control of lst Cavalry Uivision.
?
" On 12 Feb. the battalion was ordered to ssnd "C" comneny to Dinalupihen f

to pass to control of the Commanding General of the XI Corps, upon srrival there.

During the rext of the operation Headquerters end Hemdquerters couapany
The principal duty performed here was to maintein

remfined in the Menila Ares.
l1iaison between "A™ compan; Reconnaissance companyand the 1st Cavalry Division.




‘the battalion f or s taging in the vicinity of Wack Wack Country Club, ianila,
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Supply and maintena nce were continued to the compenies in this area although
they were attached to other units.

The battalion was ordered to assemble for staging at vicinity of the
Wack Viack Country Club, Manila area by 2400 19 March,

"A" C@IPANY

On 5 Feb. A company was attached t¢ lst Bavalry Division and lef*
Mrvepyap for Manile. They moved by stapes andarrived at Grace Park, lManila
area on 6 Feb, Here the company was a tteched to the 2nd Brigade, let Cavelry
Divieion. On 9 Feb. the cogpany moved to Wack Wack Country Club, Manila, and
was attached to lst Brigade, 1lst Cavalry Divicion.

During the period from the 9 Fel. to 15 Feb., the Platoons were used
a8 direct fire support for the 1lst Brigade in the vicinity of Guadlupe. The
principal targots sttacked in this srea were caves, field pieces and machine
gun nests, *he units employed were sections or platoons. The lst platoon
of A company was sent to the junction of the #ariquina and Pasig River to
cover that area and destroy any enemy troops attempting to exoapé &l ong that
route. They fired into caves and at enemy observation post's in towers in
the town of Pasig. Good results were obtained. Many enemy troops were killed
end some equipment destroyed. The first platoon remsined in this same general
area until on this assignan mission until 2 ¥arch,

On 17 Feb, the companr minus 1st platoon moved to the Malate Distriot
in the city of Manila. These elements of A company remained here until the
2nd of March. During this period the 2nd and 3rd platoons were employed as
direct fire support to elements of the lst Brigade, lst Cavalry Division. The
normal practice herewss to attach a Platoon of Tank Destroyers to a Squadron
of Cavalry to support their advance. The ¥-10's were used for direct fire into
caves, pillboxes, and concrete buildings. The machine guns mounted on the M-10's
and M-20's were used against enemy foot troops and proved very effective. Many
Japs attempting to a dvance toward the plstoon or escape from buildingswere
killed by the machine guns, -

On the 2nd of March the company was relieved of the mission in the
Ealled City srea and moved to a bivoumc in vicinity of Wack Wack Country Club.

March 9th the lst plstoon wag attached to the 8th Cavairy Regiment
and the 2nd pletoon was attached to the 12th Cavalry Regiment. The platoons left
the company area and moved to vicinity of Taytay. ,

On these missions the platoons closely supported these two R_giments
firing at caves, artillery pieces, machine gun nests, and enemy bivouac areas,
The 2nd platoon laid & heavy concentration of fire on & suspected enemy aresa
destroying one 781! enemy fleld piesce, two 6-inch mortars and killikg at least -
25 enemy personnel,

A company reverted to battalion control on 12 March and assembled with

o d
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"B* COLPANY

When the battalion reverted to XIV Corps control "B" company remained
attached to the 40th Infantry Division.

On the lst of Feb. the company was moved from Capas to Mmmatitang, Here
the company less 3rd plstoon was mttached to the 160th Infantry Regiment. The
3rd platoon remained sttached to this Regiment,uuntil 8 Feb. when they were
wttached to the 108th Infantry Regigient. During this period the TD platoon was
used for direct fire supoort to the advence of the 129th Infentry Regiment. The
1st and 2nd pletoons worked with the 160th Infantry Regiment.

It was the practice of the Infantry Regiment commenders to attach a
platoon of Tank Destroyers to a battalion or company of infantry to éffer direct
fire s upport to their advance. The attached tank destroyer platoons followed
very closely the edvance of the Infantry front line elemen%s, firing into ocaves,
8t pill boxes and mechine gun nests. ZThe machine guns mounted on the 1i-10's and
¥-20's were used against #:emy foot troops. At times the }-10's wer: used to
fire at troop concentrations. .

el

On Feb. 11, the 2nd plafoon wes attached to the 185th Infantry Regt,

The respective pletoone renained attached to the Infantry Regiments
until 3 Merch.

The Tank Destroyer platoons often remained with the fron line companies
for days &t & time. UJuring these periods the company suppdied them with food, .
fuel and ammunition. Maintenance was very difficult during these periods. J'ho -
terrain in thi.s area was steep, rough and proved very difficult to operate over.

a0 ¥
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On the 3rd of *arch B company wes attached to the 43rd Infantry Uivis:.on.

On the 6th of March.the company was released from the XIV Corps and at-
tached to the XI Corps, but remeined with the 43rd Infantry Division and on
10 March the company passed to control of the 38th Infantry YVivision. hev
remained attached to this Division until 19 Karch when they reverted to Battalion
control and moved to vicinity of Wack TMack Country Club, Han‘la, for staging with

the battalion.

RIS B I N
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"Cc" DOMPANY

From 24 to 31 Janur, while in the Bamban area C company worked with the
160th Infantry Regiment end supported with direct fire, the sdvance of the Infantry.
The principal targetsvere caves, field pleces and machine gun nests.

‘ -Compeny € accompaniéd the battalion on the move to iManila., In the
] Cabanatuan erea they were assigned the wission of protecting the east flank of
o that area from attack snd guarding bridges in this ares.

? The company arrived, with the battalion minus A and B Companies, in
i g the Manils area on the 1lth of Teb.
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On the 12th of Feb. C company was ardered to move to Dinaluphan and
upon errival to psss to control of the XI Corps.

Upon arrival in the Vinaluphan srea the 2nd platoon was attac};ed to the
149th Infantry Regiment to assault enemy fortified positions in the Zig-Zag Pass
area,

The 2nd platoon closely supported the 149th Infantry RBegiment. In this
action the Tank Destroyer platoon pushed through Zig-Zaz pass clearing the enemy
and meking & Jjunction of the 149th Infantry with other elements of the 38th Div.
_possible, (The pletoon destroyed one medium Jap taik,) 8 mechine guns and killed
an undetermined number of enemy troops. ihe platoon reverted to company control
on the 13 Feb. and joined with them in their bivouac.

On 18 Feb. C company moved to Balanga and weas attached to the 149th
Infantry Regiment. The same day they were relisved from attechment to the
; 149th Inf Regt. and attached to the XI Corp.

Feb 20th the 3rd platoon was sttached to the 1lst Infantry Regiment.
The 1st Flatoon was given the mission of establishing & road block at Road
Junction coordinetes 820.5 - 1770.4, Map Luzon, 1:50,000. ’

On Feb. 22nd the 1st and 3rd platoons reverted to company control. The
next day the lst platoon was attached to the 149th Inf. Regt. for tactiecal support.

On Feb. 24th C company minus 1st platoon moved to Hermosa. The 1st
platoon followed the next day. "hile in this area the company was assigned
reconnaissance and patrol missions on the road net working around Hermosa.

Yarch 8th the company was ordered to Fort Stotsenburg area and arrived,
there sbout 1300 8 March. In this area the 2nd platoon supported the mopping
up operations of the 149th Inf, Regt. This mission continued until 13 uarch. .

by,

On 18 March C company was relieved of assignment with the 149th Inf.
Regt. and reverted to battalion control. The company joined the battalion in
the staging.eres, vicinity of Wack Wack Country Club, danila area on the 19th
of i"':a.rcl’lo

A L e e

RECONIA ISSANCE COLIPAKY

Peconnaissance company was relieved of its mission with the 40th D1v1sicl
on the 31st of Januery and moved with elements of the battazlion to Mayaprap
arriving there on 2 Feb, In this area the 2nd platoon was attached to A company .
to »id in & roed block east of Nayspye>. The remainder of the company wae assigned
the mission of reconnoitering the ares esst of Cabanatuan to -Cabu. Several encr; ﬁ
contacts ‘vare ande. Ou lliisiission they also reconnoitered the Kalipid Air otrlp.s

On 3 web. the compeny minus 2nd platoon wes ordered to secure the Gau-
benatuan Prison.Cawp No. 1 and bring back historical documents. The records taken
here were turned over to the commending officer, 12th Cavalry Regiment. Other
elenents of the company pucshed on to Cpbu and enzaged the enemy there. Piloneer

o
plstoon placed mortar fire on an eneny bivousc are: with good results.
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The company retained the reconnmissance iaission in the Cabu area until
10 Feb. whén they moved with the battelion to the Ma:ila ares, The Reconnaissence
company preceded the hattalion on the march end were used as road guides.

During the period 11 to 14 Feb. the company msde dally security patrols
on the rosd net esst and north of the battwion bivousc srea, at Yosario Heights
Extensicn, HMenila,

One section of Pioneer platoon was attached to C compsny and wes sent
to Dineluphen to join thew. They vere to &ssist C couwpany in removing mines
in their path of sadvancs. Tiey returned to their company on 19 7,b.

On 16 Feb, the 1st and 2nd pletoons and one section of Fioneer pletoon
vere ordered to report to the commanding officer, 112th Rogimental Goabet Teaa
in the vicinity of Santa Meris for missions in that aresa.

While on & reconnaissence nission in the vicinity of Presne the elements
of Reconnsisssrics compsiy” rescued 4€ enlisted nmer and one officer of Company B
1275th Engzineers., In this action the enemyr was vigorously engrged #nd held down
allowing the engineers to withdraw. Pacounaissance coapany iost one officer and
one enlisted men killed. one < ton C% 7 {ruck was lost. The enemy then moved
ir &nd ceptured the radio ’rou the Zton. The vehicle was later deStPOJGd by 37
fire from our guns. ‘he compeny wes relieved of thismission on 19 Feb. and re-
turned to battalion control. :

22nd Feb. the couwpeny wrs atteched to the 302nd Cavalry Reconnaissance
Troop end moved to Fort licKinley. Here the 1st and 2nd Reconnaissance platoons
were assigned the mission of prtrolling the icKinleyv area, destroying any-reneay
encountered. The 2rd Reconnsissances plstoon eni picrneer platoon moved to Angono.
Here they wers srsigned mission of pstrolling the highway and adjacent area to a
depth of 2000ywrds from Taytey to Cerdona.

On the night of 23rd - 24th Feb. the Japs attempted a Banzai sttack on
the two platoons, but were repulsed. In this attack 26 Japs were killed.

On the 3rd of March the remainder of Reconnaissance company moved to An--
gono and reverted to battalion control. Reconnaissance compsny with one platoon
of A company and 97 guerrillas ettached was given the mission of protecting the
right flank of the lst Cavalry Division, pstrolling and securing road TayTay to
Cardona on Highway 21, and esteblishing road block at Angono. This mission was
continued with one minor contsct with the enemy until 22 arch when the battalion
was relieved of this mission. Reconnaissance company then moved to battal ion
bivousc area vicinity of Wack Wack Country Club, Kanila.

COMMUNICATIONS

SIAIHIYY IVNOILVN 3HL 1y oiﬁnoo&giu

" When operating as a battalion the organic commmications in a Tank Dest-
royer battalion proved quite adequates. However because of the distances involved
in dperatdons with separate units, it is felt that a SC R 506 or SCR 193  radio

should be made aveilable to each firing company. Often, when a company was

operating some distance from battalion headquarters, communications with the 608
radio was impossible. Attachment of & company to a division or a brigade necessitated
8 199 or 506 to conmunicate with highter headquarters. During the last stages of the
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present campaign one of these sets was mmde available to the compeny commnndor
and proved very valuablo.

Within their range limit the 610 and 608 radios worked very well., Spa
transmitters and receivers should always be availabl@ in the field in even of a
failure s repair on the s»ot 1is not always possibls,

One difficulty encouttered while working with the 40th Inf Div end the |
1st Cav Div was thrt the aseigned frequenciss of the Tank Destroyers and Field
Artillery units were so close that receiving wes oftten imnossible due to interfer
from artillery sete., This wae especially true in the Manila ares where all eleme:
close,

The practice of attaching & Tank Desstroyer platoon to an Infantry batt:
or Cavalry squadron presented a problem in communications. The organic T.E. allo:
in the platoon does not provide sufficient radios for this connection. The
Infantry battalion or cavalry squadrons must provide the radiosfor comaunications
between the platoon and supported elemeny. This can be accompolished by the
supported unit attaching & radio and redio operator to the Tank Destroyer platoon
couamender to communicete directly with the Infantry commander. While working
with elements of the 40th Infentry DQivision the infantry commenders failed to do
this msking coordinetion between the supported end supnorting elemets very diffio
and often resulted in the Tenk Destrover platoons not being sdble to :ive proper
support unless the pletoon commender performed foot reconnaissance with the Infent
thereby losing control of his pletoon during that period, something ¢ntirely forei
to Tank Destroyer proceedure.

The supported unitsof the 1lst Cavalry Division provided a radio and
operator to Tank Destroyer platoon commander to work directly with the oquadro::‘f
or Troop cocmmender. This method proved very satisfuctory and c lose coord1net1c
betwesn t he two were ncssible,

ALGUNITION

[ 4
qaanoou

Early operational procedure called for close supvort of the InPantr:’ ‘
Pesaonsxbllitv for ammunition resupply” wus left to the ba -talion despite the p: 4"
prov1d1n5 for heulege by the Regimental Combst Teams. The ammunition train wa:tZE
not brough in until the operation wes over making resupply an overwhelming cbs' g
On operstions calling for closs support of the Infantry the unit of fire shouliZ @
be enlarged or more than three units of fire should be carried.
=

At lesst 80% of the smuurition csrried should be Z.,T. Very little "
was found of APC in this operstion. Even when working ncar Welled City in ian: z"f
A.E. with delay fuse proved more sstisfactory than APC on oaves, pill boxes a1% Y
trpe of obstacle encountered here., W.P. Smoke was not & vailable, however it il(z-

thet this type of smmunition would have been veluable azainst targets encounteiinE.

13
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One round of APC penetrated the rear of a Jap medium tenk, passed throy,
it, end exploded in the benk of dirt about PO yards away. H.E. with delay fuze
fired at the same tenk penetreted the s rmor &«nd exploded inside causing :rich more
danege.
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While operating vith the 40th Infantry Division the Tank Destroyer platoor°
with their heavy equipment were often left with the fromt line Infantry elements forf
days at & time meking meintensnce of this equipmsnt impossible. The N-10's were %

- in easy range of enemy artillery or mortar fire. The destroyers were too often :
called into positions without definite targets. *his natusaly shortened the life 7
of the equipment. §
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' Vagueness of information, from t he Infantry, with regard to target
locations, and insistence that fire be laid down, necessitated the expenditure .
of sammunition not contemplated by allotments.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Direct fire from d=inch gun proved vory e ffective against targets
encountered during this campaign. In the Walled City area of ianila they were
used extensively sgainst concrete emplscemenis end buildings.

In the Bamban ares the principal targets were caved, field pieces, pill-
boxes and observetion posts. The 3-inch gun because of its sveed and accuracy
proved to be one of the most vrlusble weapons for these missions. The presence
of 4-10's on the front lines was of great dssistance as & morale factor for Infantry.

It wus the prectice inthie operation to attach a Tank Destrover company
to.a Division of Regiment. ‘his made the supply and maintenance of all & quipmeht
difficult. Often the companies were so far removed f romthe battalion thet it weas
impossible to attempt to supply or- prov1de them with maintenance. “‘here are no
supply vehicles in the organie equipment of the Destroyer or Reconnaissance company
nor does the equipment in their maintenance section vrov1de for separaie operations
expecially for armored vehicles,

It is felt by this hesdquarters that a better plan would be to keep
the companies under battalion control. The compsnies could then be dispatched to
Infentry Regiments or battalions requesting support through the Division. The
battalion should retain control of the elements in event an armorcd threat should

d43u- -

Excellent cooperationws received from the 1st Cavealry Division. Vhile.
working in areas where enemy foot troops and land mines were a constant threat to
the Destroyers, Engineer wnd friendly foot troops were slloted to the Tank
Destrover elements. & squed from the Lngineer Squadron was provided and who
remained with the Tank Destroyer platoon,

Wy

In addition to the .50 caliber machine gun normally mounted on the
turret of the 1i=10's a provisional .30 caliber machine gun was nlaced on the
turret immediately in fromt of the gun commander where it could be employed by
him against foot troops or to mark targets. By using tracer smiunition the target
can be merked for 3-inch fire thus conserving smmunition. ith the .50 caliber
mounted in the rear and the .30 caliber infront it gave the crew all around
protection from enemy ground troops. In the Luzon campaign this arrangement proved
hightly successful. :

e, w Y
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The three 81 MM mortars of the battalion normally sssigned one to each |
firing company, were placed in Pioneer platoon of the Reconnaissance company
and manned by the organie personnel. The smmunition was carried principally in
the platoon vehicles and an M-10 trailer whichwas made available to augment the
supply. This proved to be a good plan as the mortars were frequently used.

The M-8's and M-20's in Reconnaissance company proved to he very
good reconnaissance vehicles over terrain where a road net existed, however over |
difficult terrain their ability to reconmoiter for tracl vehicles is very limited.,
The armor on these vehicles afforded sufficient protection for the perxzonnel »
acainst Japanese small erms fire. The l-3 Half-track personnel carrier was
substituted. for the 1% ton 6x6 in Reconnsissagce company, Pioneer platoon, to
provdde sramor protection for the psrsonnel. The winch on Half-tracks enable the
entire company to mske crossings of stresums otherwise imposeible to ford.

. The bn was relieved of its combat alssions of the el operation on
20 March 1945 and all elemets asseabled at the Vackelfiack Country Club, near
lkanila, for staging for rubseguent opera*‘ion. '

During the period 20 March 1945 #nd 30 March 1945 vhile in this
stazing area, all elements of the bn wer: sngaged in preparstion for s combat
missiop. 411 eguipment was thoroughly checked, and all shortages possible were
received. Tracks on 70% of the L-10's were replaced.

As the battalion had been in cmmbat constantly since landing at
Lingayen Beach 9 Jan 46 until 20 Mar 45, it was extremely difficult to attend to
the maintenance necessary on the armored equipment. bptu'o parts, and parts
necessary on the armsred vehicles in combat readiness were difficult to obtain.
The bn left Luzon with no spare parts for the M-10 TD's end the armored cars,
A1l possible effort was made to obtain these before lesving, but the ordnance
was unable to £ill the requisitions.

Upon arrival at Mindoro, P. I, on 4 April 1945, the 640th TD Bn passed
from contovol of the 6th Army to the 8th Army and was attached to the 24th Inf
Div for further s taging and movement to Mindenao for the Victor V Operations.

At the stagingarea on Mindoro we were able to proceed with necessary
maintenance and re-supply. lore track was received here and all track laying
vehicles were msde operative. Here, as before, oritical parts for armored
vehicles were not available,

At this area the bn conducted driving schools and test fired the
3-inch, 37, 2.36 Rocket Launchers and machine guns,

Just before luving Luzon the battalion received the f irst issus of
smoke shells (HC). for the 3" gun. Test firing wus conducted with the ammunition
on Hindoro and found it unsatisfactory for use - apparently the charge for this
shell was redeuced and the ranges were srratic. The roduoed charge ro.ilod to open
the sutomatic breech of the 3" gun M7,

On 1 4pril 1945, C company 1 platoon of Ron company snd S-2 sec frem
Hq were alerted to scoompany the combat echeloms of the 24th Div for the mphibioua

Tamdlo o «-. 2.3 ..
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The advance echelon, consisting of Co ¢, 1 Ren platoon and the Se2
sec of bn Headquarters arrived at Mindenao on 20 April 45 and went into a bivouac
at ZPurang, coordinates (74.4 -~ 92.8) Map: Island of Mindanso 1:503000 Polloc
Harbor quadrant, and was atchd to X Corps.

On 25 April 45, the advance echelon was relieved from attachmmnt to X
Corps and was sttached tc the 31st Infantry Division., This element was assigned the
mission for the d efense of thw south half of the Parang perimeter. Guards
consisting of 6 men wach were placed ox the first 4 bridges south of the towm of
Parang. Two road blocks were placed on roads south and east of Parang. In
additionto rosd blocks established, motorized patrols were established to patrol
3000 yards beyond esch road block.

The bn less Co C, 1 Ren plat, and the S-2 sec, left Mindoro, 24 April
1945, boated on LOT's and srrived ¢t Parang Island of Mindanao, on 28 April.
Upon srrival at earang, these elements were relieved of attachaent to the Z4th
Inf Div and sttached to X Corps. C co reverted to tn control, but remsined on
mission of bridge guerd end road block as assigned by the 31st Inf Div. The bn
wes in bivousc ares &t Parang,

On -1 May 1945, the entire bn was assigned the security of the south I"nrang
area with the following missions:

l. Place guards on all bridges between and including the bridges
over the Nituan snd Simusy reivers (Total of 7).

2. Place road block at coordinates 380-93 May Island of “indesnao,
Plloc “arbor quadrent.

3. Establish out post at 64.4 - 92.8,

R
d3y

4, Remeinder of bn in reserve.

3 May 1945, Co B with 1 Rcn platoon and Bn S-2 sec attached left the
Parang area for Davao ares by land and water movement., Remaindér of bn continued
assigned nissionsof south Parang aresa.

B company and attachmmnts arrived at Talomo 1500, 10 lMay 1945, and
were attached to 24th Infantry Division.

On 12 May 1945, 1st platoon Comoany B was atteshed to lst bettalion
34th Infentry Regiment affering direct fire support for the mdvance of the
Infantry in vicinity of Bnngal. Fired very successfully at pillboxes, caves and
machine gun nest, _ '

13 May 1945, the 3rd platoon was attached to 1st Battalion, 34th Infant
Regiment in the same general area. Enemy caves, huts, mechine gun nests and
mortars were taken-under fire. B compeny with sttschments-remsined attached to
the 24th Infantry Division. The three davs were all the plstoons were active
until the remsinder of the battalion minus C company arrived.

_ SSAIHOUV TVYNOI LVYN jﬂl .I.V 033“008

The battalion minus B company and attachments remained at Parang with
the mission of security of the south Parang area until relieved on 23 May 1946,

£ar mnvemant +n +he Talamn awaa
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Om 16 May 1946, two platoons of Recomnaissance company were attached
to the 162nd Infantry Regimant and moved to Digos to be used as rogd patrol.
One platoon patrolled from Digos to Talomo, one platoon from Digos to Fort
Picket. These patrols made mo contacts, The difficulties experienced here were
that the wehicles were greatly reduced.

The remainder of Reconnaissance company remained with the battalion
at Parang. '

Headquarters company, A company and Reoonnaslsance company less threee
reconnei ssance platoons left Parang by water and land movement 26 kay 1946. The
over-land convoy consisting of light vehicles, left Parang at 0825 hours on
25 May 1945, and’ arrived at Talomo, was pery poor, but all vehicles made the trip
without mishap. These forward elements,.occupied a semi-permanent bivouac area
in the vicinity of Talomo. “ company remained at Parang aweiting shipment to join
the battalion.

Upon arrival in the Davao area, the battalion less Ren platoons with
the 162nd Infantr Regiment at Digos, was attached to the 24th Div, eand B company
reverted to battalion _control.

From the period 26 kiay to 30 May the only elements of the battdlion
active were the two Ren platoons end one platoon of company B with a Ren platoon
attached. The Tank Destroyer platoon with the Ron platoon attached worked with
the 21st Infentry Regiment in the area north of Bangal. They were used for
direct fire support of the infantry elements. On 30 liay 1945, the Tank Destroyer
platoon and'recomnaissance platoon with the 21st Regt. reverted to battalion
control and joined their parent organizations at Talomo.

On 6 Jun 19465, the third platoon of Company A with ome'Ren nlatoon
attached were attached to the 19th Infantry Regiment and moved from Talomo to
Pangan by LCM's. -

From 6 Jun 1945 until the close of the V-5 operation, the battalion
furnished one Tank Destroyer platoon to each of the divisions. Here as before
they were used for direct fire support.

Ok 30 June all elements of the battalion except the 1lst and 2nd platoons
‘of Recomnaissance company had been returned to battalion control. These two platoon
were attached to the 496th AAA Bn for patrol and guerd duty. Om 17 July the and ¢%'
platoon was released from ettachement and on July 26 the lst platoon was ’
released from attachment and on July 26 the lst platoon was releassd from attaohment
to the 496th AAA and returned to Recomnaissance company. g
‘Durimg the period from Aug 1 to 15, the entire battalion imcluding :
all equipment moved overland and by water to DelMonte, Mindanao, there they were
to be used by X Corps in comjunctiom with FA groups that were gathering at Del
Monte to put om & demomstratiom for Infantry units arriving from ETO. The
purpose of these demomstratioms were to prepare all umits to work together from the
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“as to the battalion's status, the demobilisatiom program was in effect end high
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coming operation in landing om Japan.

On August 20 orders were received that the urit would be prepared to leave
for the occupation of Japen on approximately the 10th of Uctober. During thie
period, 15th & 7ust to 1 October, every effort was being made to rebuild and trdin
the battalion persomnel, also repairing of all vehicles, track and otherwise , and
requisitions for new equipment was in full swing. On Oct 9 a radiogram was received
stating that no track or half-track vehicles would be allowed on the roads in the
section of the islerds of Japan which this unit was scheduled to mssist in occupying.
Therefore, the unit was taken off of the occupation list and on Ogt 1 all combat
vehicles wxcepting ton Jeeps, 3/4 ton trucks, and 6x6 trucks were turned in to

Ordnance.

The following changes of coumend were ordered froa 20 Sep to 27 Dec 1945:

COMMAND
ASGD ATCHD DATES
6th Army X Corps 20 Aug - 20 Sep
AFIESPAC 31st Div 20 Sep - 28 Sep
AFﬁESDAC - SISAC (p) 31st Div 28 Sep = 23 Oct
AFTESPAC - SIsAc(p) 93rd Div 23 Oct - 10 Nov
AFTESPAC - 14 AA Comd 93rd Div 10 Vov - 11 Dec
AFTESPAC - 14 AA Comd 32nd AA Brigade 11 Dec - 27 Dec Class I¥ unit
Army Service Forces 27 Dec - Deactivation

Lt. Col. Comnaby wes returned to United States umder the redeployment
plan and Lt. Col. Lynch assumed commard between 9 Sep and 19 Oct. Capt Fletcher
assumed command 20 Oct to 23 Oct when “ajor Cook (then capteimn) assumed command

23 Oct fro the return to the USA,

While all the reorganization of the battaliom and changiﬁg of orders’

point men were being transferred out and low point men transferred in. The
following is a recapitulation of redeployment during this period of reorganization

and change in orders:

w

DATE NUMBER POINT GROUP DISP CTR

- OFF "EM - OFF~  EN .

6 Jul 4 170 104 = up 95 = up 28th Repl Dept.
17 Jul 1 84 114 90 - 94 28th Repl Dept.
13 Ayg 1 102 28th Repl Dept.

16 Aug 107 80 28th Repl Dept.
25 Aug ) 60 85 - 89 28th Repl Dept. .
9 Sep 7 97 - up : 28th Repl Dept. E
17 Oct - 134 60 - up " 716th Tank Bu.
19 Oct . 14 75 - up 716th Tank Bn,

In turn.the following officers and enlisted men were transferred to
the 640th Tank Destrover Battaliop from various other units to comstitute re-
placements for the loss due to redeployment and demobilization, and specialists
necessary to the operation of the battalion:

S3IAIHOUY TVNOILVYN BﬂLml;.0336&6QVMh -
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was organized which played against other units.

On arriving at Leyte, P.I. the battalion was placed under control of .
‘D8t #3, 32nd Brigade who examined all battalion records and made all arrangements
fpp the overseas movement to the USA, The battalion boarded the USS laSalle at
0900, 27 December 1945.- After a uneventful voyage the battalion landed et the Po
of Debarkation at San Pedro, California, where the bettalion was to be deactivated

-

APPENDIX "A" List of officers and enlisted men awarded the Purple Heart B

AFPENDIX "B" List of officers and enlisted men receiwing awards f or service
APPEFDIX "C" Death casualties, officers and anlisted men *
INCLOSURES:. ;
Incl #1  Past history of Recomnaissance Lompany,
Incl #2  Excerpt of S-3 Journal of Luzon campaign.
Incl 73 LHeadquarters company journal 5 Jan 45 to 4 Mar 46.
Incl 74 "A" Company journal 7 Dec 44 to 12 Mar 45,
Incl #5 "B" Company journal 9 Jan 45 to 19 Mar 45.
Inclf6 "C" Company jomrnal 9 Jan 45 to 19 Mar 45.
Incl #7 Recomnaissance Compeny journal 9 Jan 45 to 19 Mar 45,
Incl #3 Intelligence Report on luzon campaign 9 Jan to 19 iar 45,
Incl 9  Looation with S-3 report Luzon cempaign 9 Jan to 19 Mar 45.
winel #10 Location map enemy casualties and equipment destroyed Luzon campaign 3
Incl #11 Enemy and 640th TD Bn losses Luzon campaign 9 Jan to 19 Mar 45,
%nc.'ll iig %n;ellégence_report V-5 operation lMindanao campaign, T
ncl 7 nformation repardij Disti
Incl #14' Medical Historg;r ( J}iigar;it;‘g%%?ryfnﬁ%}la 1%%%)6.4%}1 ™D Ba.

Incl #15

Commendations.
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the 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion:
NAME

Ma jor WALTZR S. LAMONT, 0-271326,
(With Osk Lesf Cluster)

1st Lt ROLAND L. REMINGTON, 0-1824083
1t Lt HENRY W. GLAMANN, 0-532012

1st Lt NOYELLES L. JAMES, 0-2023333
1st Lt RUPERT K. ALLSOP, 0-426908

2nd Lt LEONARD A. THOMPSON, 0-1822212,
(With Osk Leaf Cluster)

2nd Lt LEWIS K. CORDER, 0-1824282
T/Sgt Melvin F, Kerner, 20909778
8/Sgt Ewgene Bray, 39378888

S/Sgt Joseph E, ¥inogue, 32183475

S/Sgt Roy I. Wagner, 36039721

S TREEE S O I S R S A S A

' §/Sgt Christy V. Altier, 36628703
8/Sgt Sidney F. Nichols, 32733905
S/Sgt Ray E.'Wiéen, 32793666
S¢gt Estes C. Boone, 39024137
Sgt Winfred L. Stevens, 3700982
Sgt Arthur J. Howald, 37056392
Sgt Harry Lavender, 269253254
’Slgt Bill Johnson, 39418971

Sgt Gilbert F. Kalich, 38034325

{
#

Sgt James C. Tlce /5012985

Hod E R e A

APFENDIX "A"

List of officers and enlisted men awarded

AUTHORITY

GO#13 Hq

Hq
Goff29
GOff34
GOf 7

Hq
Hq
Hq
Hq

Got16
G010
GO#10
GO#17
GOff27

GOf29
GO#10
Gof10
~ GOff14
Goffeo
cofes
GO#10

Hq

Hq
Hq

Hq
Hq
Hq

Hq

7;5’0/} L

640th TD Bn,

640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,

640th TD Bn,

640th TD Bn,

640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bﬁ,
Hq 640th TD Bn,
640th TD Bn,
640th-TD Bn,

52nd Field Hosp. 18 Jun $

the Purple Heart while with

dtd 22 Mar 45

dtd 11 Mar 45
dtd 28 Sep 45
dtd 1 Nov 45
dtd 18 Feb 45

&td 25 Feb 45

dtd 6 Feb 45

27th Gﬂnlo Hosp.,. 9 Feb 45

dtd 28 Feb 45

dtd 28 Feb 45
dtd 6 Jun4 §
dtd 10 Sep 45

dtd 22 Sep 45

dtd 28 Sept 45

TER

S3IAIHOYY TVNOILYN 3HL v 030000&1;38
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dtd 28 Feb 45

dtd 28 Feb 45
dtd 9 Mar 45
d#d 21 Jun 45

dtd 28 Sep 45

LT S TR VT e

98th Evac Hosp. 15 Mar 45
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NAME

Sgt Wilfred G. Resare, 20912749

Sgt
Sgt
Tec

Tec

Teo
Teo
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Teo
Tec
Tec
Pfec
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfe
Pfc
Pfo
Pfe
Pfc

Pfc

George C. Schoedler, 39023844
Stanley C. Aamold, 39804754
4 George Cioncs, 39024085

4 William C. Wiison, 20926583
4 Kenneth W, Bertram, 56689635
4 Dale V., Wakley, 39920682

4 Conred Frank, 39604736
Homer A. Rogers, 37148646
Deans C. Timothy, 17145388
¥orris Nudelman, 36629712

5 Dougles H. Tyler, 36595273 |
5 Francis C. Wallensfein, 39023829
5 Williem J. DeCavele, 37016823
Milton E. Lewis, 39206807
Henry W, K. Suey, 39023904
Fred W. Buhringer, 32183409
Herbert G. Kolpin, 32113229
Nicholas N, Ferro, 19081661
John T. Grant, 34135440
Gordon L. Carbary, 36593143
Robert L. Gourley, 36459968
John W. Hendricks, 38513587

Louis Jackelini, 39602445

AUTHORITY

Gof2 Hq 116th Med Bn dtd 13 Feb 46
Gofts ag 27th Genl Hosp dtd 23 Jan 45
GOfk7 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 18 Feb 46
Gof19 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 12 Jun 45
GOflel Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 4 Jul 46
ao#aé Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 22 Sep 45
GOf 29 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 28 Sep 45
GOff2 Hq 115th Med Bn, dtd 13 Feb 45
GOfl2 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 31 Jan 45 .
GOf19 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 12 Jun 45
GOf24 Hy 640th TD Bn, dtd 24 Jul 45
GO#9 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 25 Feb 45
@Of26 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 16 Aug 45
GOff2 Hq 116th Med Bn, dtd 13 Feb 45
GO#1 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 26 Jen 45 .
GO#1 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 26 Jan 45
GO#3 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 3 Peb 45

GOft5 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 13 Feb 45

30#6 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 17 Feb 45
GOff6 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 17 Feb 45
GO#3 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 24 Feb 45

GO%s Wer Department

R T RO
“ SIAIHIYY 1VNOILVN

GO's War Department

GOf14 Hq 36th Evec Hosp, dtd 17 Feb 45




R e R R e e B ]

DECLASSIFIED PER EXECUTIVE" ORDEB,,;;123='7 }é_'l'yloﬂ 7;5 0/ 7/ 9‘5

By NARA, DATE §

&BPENDIX "A" (cont'd)

NAME - AUTHORITY .

- Pfc Dwight Wiseman, 39379768 GO#14 Hq 36th Evac Hosp, dtd 17 Feb 45

Pfc Earl C. Wriéhts,- 53496109 60#14. Hg 36th Evac Hosp, dtd 17 Feb 45

Pfc James C. Amacher, 365387883 ‘60#52 Hq 37th Ini‘ Div, dtd 14 Mar 45

Pfc Billy F. Shelby, 38975987 GO#39 Hq 37th Inf Div, dtd 4 Mar 45 |

Pfc Johnnie H. Brandon, 39024035 GOf2 Hq 115th Med Bn, dtd 13 Feb 45

Pfc; G. Vi, Stoub, 35472901 502 Hq 115th Med Bn, dtd 13 Feb 45

Pfo Joseph N. Millovitsch, 34466163 GO#22 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 8 Jul 46

Pfc.. Matt Hannuksela, 39024181 GO#14 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 19 Mar 45

Pfc Elmo A; 8aresani, 33417280 - GOf15 Hq 640th TD Bn, .dtd 27 Mar 45

Pfc Charles E. Davis, 383479104 GOff16 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 27 Mar 45

Pfe David L. Williems, 36005019 GO718 Hq 640th YTD Bn, dtd 9' Jun 456

Pfc Joseph Mendoza, §90244405 GO#18 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 9 Jun 46

Pvt Raymond C. Lassitef, 44010343 GC#}IO Hq 52nd Field Hosp, dtd 18 Jun 45: ':':
Pvt Raymond E. Slater, 36867843 ' GO{%3 Hq 640th TD Bn, dtd 3 Feb 46 ¥
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APPENDIX "B"

List of officers and enlisted men receiving awards es indicated:

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

Pfc Hugo Ruede, 39023738

G054 Hq USAFFE, dtd 16 Jul 45

. SILVER STAR

S/Sgt Joseph E. Kinogue, 32183475

Sgt James C. Tice, 38012985

Pfc Earl C, Wrights, 33496109

Capt. 'SAN C. PEARSON, JR. 0-370001

Capt. ROBZRT D. PARTRIDGE, 0-370382

1st Lt. FRANCIS J. POKIGO, 0-1168034

1st Lt. FENRY W. GLAVANY, 0-532012

l1st Lt., RICHARD E,

FOX, 0-1822126

K/Sgt Myron D. loorehead, 35634033

S/Sgt Frank Fry, R-833135

Sgt Grant R. Beagley, 20924866

Sgt William M. Simpson, 37036014

Sgt Winfred L. Stephens, 37009982

.Sgt Philip N. levang, 39023938

Tec 5§ Norbert S. Viefra, 39003392

Tec 5 Robert W, Barr,39024047

Capitulations

APPEXDIX "B"

1 Distinguished
3 Silver Stars

13 Bronze Stars

GOf131 Hy 6th Army, dtd 28 Jun 45

GOf56 Hq 38th Inf Div, dtd 6 Jul 46

GOfM43 Hq 1st Cav Div, dtd 22 Mar 45
GO's Hq 1st Cav Div,

GO#3 Hq 40th Inf Div; dtd 30 Jan 45
GO#30 Hq 40th Inf Div, dtd 7 Mar 45
GOF207 Hq AFRESPAC,8td 24 Nov 45
GOf:207 Hq APWESPAC, dtd 24 Mov 45
GOF262 Hq 6th Army, dtd 22 Nov &
GO#237 Hq 6th Army, dtd 3 Nov 45 .
GO/*56 Hq 38th Inf Div, dtd 6 Jul 45 ‘_

GO786 Hq 38th Inf Div, dtd 6 Jul 45
GOf56 Hq 38th Inf Div, dtd 6 Jul 45
GO#56 Hq 38th Inf Div, dtd 6 Jul 45
GO#237 Hq 6th Army, dtd 3 Nov 45

GOf!89 Hq 24th Inf Div, dtd 30 Jul 45

Service Cross
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Daath Casualtiea, ofr:l.oors and enl:l.sted men, 640'bh Tank Destroyer
Battalionz

FLEMING, Edwnrd F., 20236298, Pfo, Co A,
Cause of Death: . Encephalitis.

. Date of Deaths © 27 Jenuary 1945

Place of Burials USAF Cemetery Bamban No. 1, Luzon, Philippine Islands '
' , ’ Plot 1, Row 2, Grave l4.

. CARR, Joseph G., 0-1306977, lst Lt, Co B

c..use of Deaths Killed by explosion of land umine.
Date of Death: 29 January 1945 '

‘Place of Burials USAT Cemetery Bamban No. 1, Luzon, Philippine Islands,

Plot 1, Row 4, Grave 39

MoCULLEY, Albert L., 38676094, Pfe, Co A,

- Cause of Death: Killed by enemy sniper

Date of Death: .13 February 1946.
Place of Burisl:  USAF Cemstery Manila No. 1, Luzon, Philippine Islands,
Plot 5, Row 18, Grave 175.

AAMOLD, Stanley O. s 09604734, Sgt ch Ca.

Couse of Deaths -Seriously wounded by .enemy sniper 17 Fobruary 1945

Date of Ddaths . 18 February 1946.

Place of Buriel:  USAF Cemstery Manile No. 1 Luzon, Philippine, *slmds,
-Plot 6, Rowlo, Grave 96. _ ,

ALLSUP, Ruper Ko, 0-426908, 1st Lt, ch Co.
Cause of Death: Seriously wounded by enemy. sniper 17 February 1945,

Date of Death: - 20 February 1946.

Place of Burials BSAF Cometery Manila No. 1, Luzon. "hilippine, Idlands R
Plot 6, R’ow 16, Grave 15, :

DAVIBSON, leslie A., 39023830, Sgt Co A,

Cause of Death: Killed by enemy sniper.

Date of Deaths 19 February 1945

Place of Buriel: USAT Cemotery Manile No. 1, Luzon, Phi],ippine Islands,
' Plot 6, Row 24, Gra.ve 238.

GOURLEY, Robert L., 36459968, Pfc Co A.:

‘Cause of Death; Killed by enemy sniper.

Date of Deaths ~ 22 February 1948.
Place of Burial:s - TUSAF Cemetery Manile lo. 1, Luzon, Philippine Islends,
- "~ Plot. 6 Row 15, Graws 145.

WRIGHT, Nowell C., 20925909, Tec 4 Co C.
Cause of Death: - Killed bv explowion of demoition dump' in cave.
Date of Death: - 13 Llarch 1945,

" Place of Burisl: USAF Cemetery Yo. 2, Olongapo, Zembales Province, Luzon

Philippine Iglandw, Grave 298,
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CLAIRIOKT, Lawrence, 39023790, Tec 5, “o b.

CAUSE of Death: Wounded by enemy mortar shell 14 May 1945,

Date of Death: 15 May 1945, '

Place ofBurial: USAF Cemetery Telomo Ko. 1, ¥indenso, Philippine Islands,
Plot 1, “owx 12, Grave 166.

HUNT, Willard L., 36686337, Pvt, Hg Co,

Cause of Death:  Aocidentally killed (crushed by tractor).

Date of Death: 23 uay 1945, ‘

Place of Burial: USAT Cemetery Iloilo No. 1, Penay, Philippine Islands,
Plot 1, Kow 5, Grave 41,

SIAIHOBY TIVNOILYN 3HL oLy G3IONO0an @a
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PAST HISTORY OF UNITS WITHIN
640TH TD BN

The 640th Tenk Destroyer Battaliom was constituted and authorized to
ke made active (less Company C and Pioneer Company), effective December 15, 1941,
at Cemp Luis Obispo, California, AG 320.2 (11-17-41) UR-N=C, dated December 3,

1941. This unit, less Compeny C and Pioneer Company, was made active December 19,
1541,

Company C, 640th Tenk Destroyer Battalion, was authorized to be made
active at Camp San Luis Obispo, California, AG 320.2 (1-8-42) MR-M-C, dated
Januery 20, 1942; Company C was made active February 18, 1942,

The Reconnaissance Company, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion, was originally
the Headquarters Battery, 222d Field Artillery Regiment, National Guard of Utah,
and the Pioneer Company, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion. The latter was an
in-active unit. The Headquarters 222d Field Artillery Regiment was organized in
1894, as Troop C, lst Cavelry, Utah National Guard, by the consolidation of Denw
halter's Rifles, orgenized in 1889 and Dyer's Rifles, organized 1891l. It was muster-
ed into Federal service for the Spanish-hmerican Tar on May 12, 1898, as Troop
C, 1st Utah Volunteer Cavalry, but did not serve outside the continentel limits of
the United States arnd was mustered out December 23, 1898, It was reorganized in
the State service as Compeny H, lst Infantry, Uteh Nationel Guard; redesignated
Troop C, 1lst Cavalry, Utah hational Guard, in 1916. It served om the iexiacn
Border in 1916, and after being drafted into the Federal service for the World
viar became part of Battery D, 146th Field Artillery Regiment, Battery D, 145th
Field Artillery, served:overseas but:dild net participate in combat, returned to
the United States and was demobilized inm 1919, Battery D, 145th Field Artillery
wag reorganized in 1919 as Troeop C,” lst Cavalry, Uteh hatlonal Guard, and in 1929 was
redesignated as the Headquarters Battery, 222d Field Artillery, Uteh Yational
Guerd. The 222d Field Artillery was inducted into Federal service March 3, 194},
and the Headquarters Battery, 222d Field Artillery, wae consélddated with the
Pioneer Company, 640th Tank Destroyer Battaliom, to form the Pioneer Compeamy, 640th
Tank Destroyer Battalion, which wes concurrently made mctive (AG 320.2 (2=4-42)
MR-C-C, dated February 5, 1042). Effective July 23, 1942, in accordance with
Tables of Organization, 18-25, dated June 8, 1942, iirwas redesignated as the
Reconnaissance Company 640th Tank Uestroyer Battalion.

N N e
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The 640th Tenk Destroyer Battalion was authorized the following
coat of arms. The gold and black are the colors of the Tank Destroyer forces. The
fuctions of the organization are & tteactively and allegorically illustrated by
the fabled heraldic panther with disjointed head, symbolizing the destruction wroug:t:
bv the orgenization to all opposition. The flames of fire denote the zeal by which
the personnel performs its duties. The suggested wmotto, "Igne et ferris vicimus
(e conquer by fire and swords), is expressive of the means by which objectives
are achieved, and alludes to the symbolism of the shield,

The Reconnaissance Compeny, 640th Tank Destroyer Battatlion, is entitled

_to a silver band negraved "France" for service of Battery D, 145th Field Artillery,
during the Vorld War.
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EXCERPTS FROM S-3 JOURNAL
COVERING MOVELENTS AND ATTACHLINTS DURING M-l OPERATION
ISLAND OF LUZON, P.I.

9 Jan. 45. .
S=3 and party landed at Lingayen Beaoh 1207. Battalion CP set up at Lingayen
at 1307, '

12 Jan. 45. |
Forward CP moved from Lingayen to BAsy (Commending Officer, Se2 and S-3 sections).

14 Jan. 45,
Forward CP moved Brom Baay to Agno River Crossing.

17 Jan. 45.
Battalion CP set up at Sobol. Engire battalion assembled in this area.

19 Jen, 45.
Reconnaissance coupany given mission by G=2, 40th Infantry Division to reconnoiter |
to Tariac and south if possible.

21 Jan. 456. "
Battalion CP moved from Sobol to vicinity of layantoc. . Battalion less Reconnaissane
company assembled in thie ares,

22 Jan. 45. :
Battalion CP moved from vicinity of Maysntoc to Tibag. Battalion less Ren company |
assembled in thie area, » :

24 Jsan. 45, '
Battalion CP moved from Tibag to Dolores. Engime battalion sssembled in this area,
C company cttached to 160th Inf Regt, for tactical support, VOCG, and moved south
to vid&nity cof Bamban, .
25 Jan. 45.

Battalion CP moved from Dolores to area’ approximately one mile south of Capas.
Engire battalidn assembled in thies eresa.

26 Jan. 45.
A and V companies attached to 108th Inf Regt. for tactical support.

31 Jan. 45.

Bettalion passed from control of 40th Inf Div to control of XIV Corps with orders
to assemble in vicinity of Tarlac by 1000 1 Feb. 45., to be ready to move on orders
Commending General, lst Cav, Div,

1 Feb 45.

Battalion less B company noved from vicinity of Capas to Guimba, assembling there
at 0600 to await orders ot Commanding Genersl, 1lst Gav. Div, At 1045 battalion
moved forward to Pinagpanasn. Battalion less B company attached to lst Cav. Brigade
A company attached to 2®th Cav Regt, VOCG.

2 Feb. 45.

Battalion less B company etteched to 12th Cav, Regt. Battalion CP moved from Ping- |
panean to Mayepysp., Battelion less B and C companies bovouced in this erea. C co.]

INCLOSURE #2



(A 5 G

- 17 Feb. 45.

NARA , DATE

DECLASS IF 180 15D PER EXECUTIVE ORDER 12336 }Wﬂ' 3.7 ;5’0/ 7’ Eas

bivousced at Cabanatuan. & and C companies given nission of protecting Div.
left flank and rear against enemy attack, mechanized.

5 Feb. 45.
A company ordered to move xouth and join leading elements of the lst Cav. “iy.

7 Feb 45.
A company sssembled at Grace Perk Subdivision, Manila and were attached to 2nd

Cav. Brigade, 1st Cav. Div.

8 Feb. 45. :
Order received from ommnndlng Officer, 12th Cav. Regt: Battalion (less A and
B companies) with 35th Chemical Battalion sttached will guard bridges in
Cabanatuan arems, maintaining liagson with 6th Div and patrol to eastern limit
Balite - Cabu.

9 Feb. 45.
A company moved from trasce Park Subdivision , kianila to vicinity of Wack Wack

_ Ceuntry Clu, lisnila. Passed from control of 2nd Cav, Brigade to control of lst

Cav. Div.

10 Feb. 45. '
Battalion (loss A and B companies) relieved of mission by 112th Cav. Regt. 5n

(less A snd'B companies) moved south to lManila aresa.

11 Feb. 45.
Battalion (less A and B companies) arrived at Rosario Heights, Manila and CP

was cstaglishod.

12 Feb. 45,
C company ordered to move to Kinalupihan, report bv 131800 and pass to control

of °ommnnding General, KI Corps upon arrival.

iy

039N00¥d3y.

Battalion CP moved from Rosario Heights, Manila to Sampaloc ares, ksnila.

R B s
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22 F,b. 45.
Reconnaissance company attached to 302nd Recomnaissance Troop with mission of

For McKinley security and patrolling roads and trails east to Taytay - Angono rotd.

26 Feb. 45.
B company passed from control of 40th Inf. Div, to control of 43rd Inf. Div.

Operations Memo No. 6, 40th Inf. Div,

S s

1 Mar, 45.
A compsny relieved of assignment with lst Cav, Brigade, andreverted to control

of 1st Cav. Div.

S3IA HONY

R

3 Mar, 456. ,

A company reverted to battalion control. Reconnaissance company relieved of
mission and reverted to battalion control. Battslion given mission or protecting
Division south flank. Bnttallon (less B, C and Reconnaissance compenies).

moved to Wack Weck “ountry “lub, Manila.
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10 er. 45,
B company psssed from control of 43rd Inf. Div. to control of 38th Inf. Div,

12 War, &5,

Reconnaissance comnuny relessed from a1l nissions aund rejoined battrlion at
Wack Wack Country “lub. Bsttalion ( less B and C companies) released of
attachment to 1st Cv. Jiv. sand pass to control of XI¥ Corps.

14 ®ar, 45, :
Battalion passed from control of XIV Corps to control of XI Corps. Authority
FO'9, XIVCorps, 11 Mar. 45., per 16 (5).

15 blar. 45.

Effective 0001 15 Mur, 45 battalion (less B and C companies) pass from
control of XI Corps to control of 43rd Inf. Div. Effedtive 2400, 15 Mar. 45
battalion (less B and C cogpanies) reverted to control of XICorps.

19 idar, 45,

B and C companies relieved of attachment with 38th Uivision and reverted

to battalion control. B and C companies sssembled with the battalion at

Wack Wack Country “lub, “anila. Battalion passes from control of 13th Armored
Group, 6th Army.
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANWY JOURKAL
640th Tank Destpoyer Battalion

9 Jan. 45.
Disembarked at Lingayen from BSS Clay at 1530.

17 Jan. 45.
left Lingayen Camp area 0710 and arrived at Aguilar at 0845.

21 Jan, 45.
left Agular, Luzon, P.I. 0815 arrived Tibag, Luzon, P.I. 1445.

22 Jen. 45.
L £t Mayantoc, 1130 arrived Tibag 1445.

23 Jan. 45.
Left Dibag 0800 arrived Dolores 1530.

25 Jan, 45.
Left Dolores 0330 arrived Capas 1030,

1 Feb. 45,
Left Capas 0015, arrived Pinngnnaen 1600.

2_Feb. 45.
Left Pinsgenaan 1210 arrived Mayspgap 1235.

10 F b. 45.
Left Mayapvapriz 0825 arrivnd Sante Maria 1115.

11 Feb. 45.
left Santa Maria 1040 arrived Rosario Heights Extension, lanila, 1730.

17 Feb, 45. '
From 2000 to 2300 16 Feb. 45, CP area shelled by enemy with largs caliber gun.
Yo casualties. Left Rosario Heights Extension 1130, arrived RJ Calls De Espana

and Espsna Extension at 1215,

4 lgr, 85,

Left RJ Calle de Espana and Espans Extension at 0900 arrived Wack Wack Country
Club 1000.

THOT.OKTTRE #2

SR TE TR o IR

VI i

S3IAIHOUVY TVNOILYN 3IHL L1V 032ng0

¥d3y




8y NARA, DATE_JX

Dscz.nsswl}lsl/agps Exscuwvs'oaosaﬂzasz.s:_ywv( STS' 7350/, 3

*AY COMPANY JOURNAL
640th Tank Destroyer Battalion

7 Dec 44

Company left ares to load on boats st 0900.
1st Platoon loaded on 1SM 52 at 1200

2nd Platoon loaded on LSM 53 at 1400

8 Dec. 44.
3rd p}atoon loaded on LSIM 50 at 0830
Left Borgen bay, New Britain by water

9 Dec. 44.
Arrived at lanus Island, 1700

14 Dec. 44.
Left Manus Island st 0300

18 Dec. 44.
Arrived st Buon Gulf at 0600

20 Dec. 44.
left Huon Gulf st 0800

22 Dec. 44.
Arrived st Hanus Island

27 Dec. 44.
Left Manus Island st 1200

9 Jan. 45.
Arrived Lingsyen Gulf, Luzon, P. I. st 0800

12 Jan. 45.
Tried to register guns on base point. Received message from Brunner Easy that

we are now under Div. control - FO 3, par e,

16 Jan. 45.
iieggage from battslion - change to columm B and suthentication chert B, eff 1000.
Company left rear bivousc srea at Lingeyen at 1650 arrived at Aguiler at 1300

21 Jlnn 45.
Left Aguiler et 0900 arrived at Csmiling st 1700,

22 Jan. 45.
Left Camiling vis motor at 1000 arrived at Tibag st 1300.

23 Jan. 45. .
Left Tibsg at O700 arrived at Dolores at 1630.

25 Jan. 45.
Company slerted to move by bn Ex. O. at 0900, company left ~olores at 1000 :
errived atCapas at 1100. CO notified that co will work with the 108th Inf. VOCO

INCLOSURE #4
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28 Jan. 45,

Company left bivousc area on & combat mission at 1000. Company returned to
bivouac area, unable to fire because of artillery batbage at 1200. 4 platoon
called out to fire mission at 1630. At 1730 platoon returned from fite mission.
Fired on hill west of Bamban. Results uninown.

27 J‘no 45.
Comvany was called out on a fire mission to suvport 108th Infantry st 0930. At

1730 companyv returned from mission. fired on enemyv caves est of Bamban. Results
Unknown.

28 Jan. 45,

"C" platoon called out on fire mission to support 108th Inf. at 0730. " A" platoon
snd one section of "B" platoon called out on fire nission to suoport 108th Inf.

at 1130. At 1700 both plstoons returned from mission. Fired on enemy caves and

hills west of Bamban.

29 Jar., 45,
"C" platoon celled on fire mission to support 108th Inf. at 0730. Platoonereturned
from mission at 1530. Yired om enemy caves in hills west of Bamban. Results unknown.

1 Feb. 45.
Compeny left Capas st O015. Arrived at : ‘‘inagpanaan at 1300. Company attached to

1st Cav. Div. Vehicler travelled 62 miles.

2 PFeb. 45.

Company left Pinagpanaan at 1300 srr1vad at Mayapyap at 1500. Distrance travelled
10 miles

5 Feb. 45.

Compnany left Mayapyap at 0930 arrived st Santol at 1700. Biatanced travelled 54 miler

6 Feb. 45, S
Company left Ssentol &t 0930 arrived et Grace Park Subdivision, Nanila at 1400, 30 nd.w

QD

Company left Grece Yark Subdivision &t 1200 arrived Diliman District, Manila at
1300. Company attached to 2nd Brigade, 1lst Cav. Div., Traveled 6 miles.

ARGAE gt
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8 Feb. 45.
Company left Diliman District &t 1600 arrived at Wack Wack Country Club at 1700.

Attached to 1st Brigade, lst Cav. Div, Distance traveled by wvehicles € miles,

11 Feb. 45.
2nd section, 3rd platoon sent on fire mission. Section returned from mission at

1430, Destroyed enemy OP in vicinity of Gusdlupe, Luzon, P.I.

12 Feb, 45. '
One msn wounded when he ran knife into his stomach diving into fox<hole while

under snemy fire.

13 Feb, 465.
2nd platoon called out on fire mission at 0730. At 1000 Pfo Albert L, licGulley

was killed as a result of smiper fire. Platoon returned from fire mission.
Fired on enemy caves and gun emplecements. Results unknown.
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14 Feb. 45. ' 3
1st platoon called out on fire mission at 0300. At 1000 2nd and 3rd plestoons called &
out on fire mission. At 1600 lst seotion of lst platoon returned from fire

mission. Results - killed 30 of the enemy. At 1800 2nd and 3rd platoons

returned from fire mission. Results wnknomn. Vicihity of Guedlupe.

15 Feb. 45. "

2nd and 3rd platoons committed to street fighting st 1600. ihe enemy used

Folitov Cocktails and Lunge liines. Nome wer effective. At 1300 2nd and 3rd -1
platoons returned to bivouac ar.a. Results unknown. Vicinity of Harrison Park
Maiate, Luson, P.I. 1st Platoon killed 25 enemy personnel in vicinity of Muriqulna
and Pasig River Junction.

17 Feb., 45. .

Left Viack Weck Country Club st 1500. Arrived st Malate, at 1600. Uistrance
travelled 7 miles. At 0300 2nd and 3rd platoons returned from fire mission
vicinity of tprrison Park. Results unknown.

19 Feb. 45.

2nd and 3rd pletoons cslled out on fire mission at 0300. Sgt Davidsen killed

by enemy sniper fire at 1800. 2 Yl slightly wounded s a result of sniper fire.
At 1830 3rd platoon returned from fire mission. No firing, 2nd platoon returned
fron fire miseion st 1930. Fired on enexv strong points - results unknowm.

20 Feb. 45, .
2nd and 3rd plstoons called out on fire wission at 0330, At 0830 ths 1lst K10

in 3rd platoon hit aland mine infuring 5 Ei{. Plstooms returned to bivouac ares
at 1200. Fired on enemy strongz points. Results unknown.

21 Feb. ¥5.

2nd and 3rd pletoons cslled out on fire mission at 0800. At 0900 lst pletoon *
detached to 2nd Squadron, 12th Cav. as Division reserve - in vicinity of Artesien
Wells, Msreaquine River, At 1800 2nd and 3rd plstoons retunred from fire mission. »#{
Fired on enemy strong points near Aruy and Navy Club, danila. 3 enemy killed as f'“
" ther were coming out of building. Also building blasted and pill boxes kmocked out.~

22 Feb. 45,

2nd and 3rd plstoons called out on firc mission at 0300. At 1300 2nd platoon
returned from fire mission. Fired on enemy strong points. Results unknown.
At 1830 3rd pletoon returned from {ire nmission. Fircd on enemy strong points,
Results unkmovm. Vicinity of Burnham Green, MHanila Hotel.

23 Feb. 45.

2nd and 3rd platoons called out on fire mission at 0300. At 1800 2nd pletoon
returned from mission. Fired on enemy strong points - results unknown. Fired
in vicinity of Burnhan Green, lianile Xotel. 3rd platoon did not return but
stayed out.

24 F b, 45. ‘

Gourley, Robert L., Pfc KIA 1500 22 Feb, 4 EM wounded in action ss a result of

enemy sniper and mechine gun fire. At 0300 2nd platoon called out on fire mission,
2nd and 3rd platoons returned from mission at 1800. Fired on enemy strong points.
Results unknown. Hanils Hotel Area, lianila.
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26 Feb, 456, :

2nd pletoon called out on fire mission at 0730. 3rd platoon called out on fire
mission st 0800. 3rd pletoon returned from fire mission at 1l6oo. #id not fire.
2nd platoon returned from mission 1730. Y¥ired on enemy strong pointe. Results -
Killed 8 enemy personnel as they were coming over wall of Tall “ity, “anila.

26 Feb. 45,
2nd platoon called-out on fire mission st 0700. Platoon returned 1700, Fired

on enemy strong points. Results Unkiown. ‘icinity of iianila Hotel, iimnila,

27 F.b. 450
"C" platoon called out of fire miséién et 0630. At 0730 Lt. Thompson se off

a8 booby trap which fractured sinsl above right eye and lacerated buttock. C
platoon returned from mission at 1530. fired on enemy strong points. Results
unknown. University of Philippines, iianila,

28 Feb, &5. .
"C" platoon celled out on fire mission st 0745. Pletoon returned from fire

mission at 1300.. Fired on enemy strong points. Results unknown. :anila,

2 sgr 450 ‘
Companv left liniste, st 1000. Arrived Tisck Wack Country Club st 1100. “istance

traveled by vehicles 7 miles.

8 sar, 45. .
"A" platoon working with 8th Regiment, 1st Cav, Div. "B" platoon working with
12th Regiment, 1st Cwv. Div. At 1000 "A" platoon received fire uission in vicinigy

of hill east of BM 11. Results unimown.

9 Mar, 486,

1st platoon sent on fire mission to supnort 3th Regiment, 1st Cav, Div. nt :
0700. Fired on enemy caves on hill sast of Bil 11. Réturned 1700. Results unimow
2nd Dlatoon in support of 12th Regiment, let Cav., Yiv, sent on fire mission

at 1400. “ired on enemy strong points in vicinity of Luzon Bus Road. Remsined
in 12th Regt. bivouac area for the night. Results of mission unknown.

INQOY¥ITY

HP i f “.""‘."’ﬂa PR r
.a3

v

ETE T

\
10 Mar,. 465. .
1st platoon sent on mission at 0700 to support 8th Regt. lst Cav. Div. Fired
on enemy caves on hill east of BM 11. Returned 1500. Results unknown. “2nd
- platoon sent on mission with 12th Cav. Regt. opening up Luzon Bus Po. Road.
Accompolished oponing up 3/4 of the way to Antipolo, Luzon, Destroyed.one 78
enemy field piece and killed 25 enemy porsonnol and destroyed two six inch mortars

g
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12 Mer, 45,
18t platoon in support of 12th Regt., lst Cav. Div., relisved. 1st platoon
returned to company area. 2nd pletoon in support of 3th Regt., 1st Cav ¥iv,,
~relieved. 2nd blstoon returned to company bivouac ares.
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"B" COMPANY JOURNAL
640th Tank Nestroyer Battalion

9 Jan. 45.
Arrived Lingeyen gulf, Luzon, P.I. at 0730.

11 Jan. 45.
Eg. plat disembsrked Lingayen gulf, at 1100 from USS LST 1028. 2nd plat
diseabarked st Lingeyen Gulf, 1745 from USS LIT 530.

12 Jen. 45.
3rd plat disembaried st Lingsyer Gulf e+ 1540 from ST LST 752.

13 Jan, 45.
Company sttsched to 103th Infuntry Regiaent returned to bettalion control.
1st plertoon disenbaried st Lingayer Sulf 0330 from U33 LST 671.

16 Jan. 45. .
left Lingagen 1220 arrived Aguiler, 1500. Yistance rsveled 1C nlles,

19 Jr. 4l
Conany sttarhed to 103th Infantry Regiment for operation.

21 Jan, 45,
left Aguilar, 0800 arrived Camiling 1430. Distance traveled 17 miles.

22 Jan. 45.
Left Camiling srrived Tarlac 1200. Distrance traveled 17 miles,

23 Jan. 45. : ‘
Left Tarlac 0700 arrived “Yolores 1645. Vistance traveled 12 miles.

24 Jen, 45,
Company sttached to 108th Inf. Regt. returned to battalion control

26 Jan. 45. _
left Yolores 1100 arrived Capes 1200. Distrance traveled 6.4 miles.

26 Jan. 45. :
2nd platoon engaged enemy San Joaguin. Fired on enemy troop concentrations, grass
huts, d estroyed 1 ammo dump and 1 fuel dump. ko dasuslties or dsmage to equipment.

27 Jan. 45.
Capas, Luzon, P. I. 1st platoon engeged Bwa Ban. Destroyed 1 twdn 201!, 4 75\
and 1 Jap ammo dump. No casualties or damge to oqulpmant.

23 Jan. 45.
1st, 2nd 3rd pletoons offered dirsct firs su pport to 160th Infantry Regiment
Bsm Ban., No demage to equipment. One [If wounded during enemy mortar barragze

while acting as plstoon OF.

INCLOSURE #5
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29 Jan. 45.
Carr, Jogeph G., Inf., (TD) 0-1306977 lst Lt. killcd in action 1500 Bamban,

when vehicle ran over land mine. Resare, Wilfred G. 20912749 Sgt. and

F_ank, Conrad 29604736 T/4 glightly injured in action 1500 Bamban when vehicle
ran over land min. DeCsvele, William J. 37015326 T/5 and Brandon, Johnie H.
33024035 Pfc wounded in action 1500 Bamben when vehicle ran over land mine.
Rogers, Yomer A, 37148046 Cpl and “uhringer, Fred . 32183409 Pfc wounded in
action 1500. Bamban when vehicle ran over eneny land mine,

29 Jan. 45.
1st, 2nd and 3rd platoons offfered direct fire support to 160th Inf. Regt.

Xilled - one officer; wounded - 4Eii; Iniured - 2 EM, Usmaged - 1 M10 TD and
1 M20 Armored car. 3rd platoon destroyed two 75l guns. 2nd plstoon fired on
troop concentrations snd tvo 20 Mii gun positions. Extent of dsmage unknown,

30 Jan., 45,
1lst, 2nd and 3rd plstoons offered direct fire suvvwort to 160th Inf. Ra.gt.

2nd plstoon fired on and destroyed 12 gress shacks which were supnosed to have
been gun positions and destroved two mschine guns.

1 Feb. 4S. ,
Haastiteng, luzo, P.I. Lompany (less one platoon) sepsrsted from Battalion and

will operate under control of IGOth Inf. Rogt. 3rd platoon wil operate under
controd of 129th Inf, Regt. per ‘ar 2 a.b. Oists, Hos 40th Inf Div., APO 40,

Left Cepss 1600. Distance traveled 7 niles. 1st pletoon left company bivousc
srea 0730 to offer dircct fire support to 3rd battalidn, 160th Inf. Regt., west
of lMamstiteng, returned to compsny bivousc area. 3rd platoon offered direct fire
support to.2nd Battalion, 129th Inf. Regt. 1000 yards west of Sapangbato. %o
casualties or damage to equipm:nt. 1st platoon destroyed 3 20 il guns and 2 &2 120
dunps. 3rd nlatoon destroyed 1 40, 10 pill-boxes.

2 Feb, 45.
‘Mamatiteng, Luzon. 3rd platoon offered dir:ict fire supnort to 2nd Battalion 129th

Inf. Regt. 1000 yards west of Sapangbato and then left to opsrate undsr control
of 103th Inf. Regt. Destroyed 1 401 gunand 1 20 M gun snd harassing fire for

advance of Infantry.

3 Feb. 45,
lst pletoon offered direct fire support to 2nd Bettelion 160th Inf. Regt. west

of Mamatitang. 2nd platoon offered direct fire supnort to 3rd Eattalion, 160th
Inf. Regt. west of liamatiteng. No cmsualties or demage to equipment. 2nd pletoon
fired on troop concentrstions and destroyed on }G. 1st platoon fired on troop

concentratiohg, result unknown.

4 Teb. 45.
2nd platoon- sat in readiness to offer direct fire support to lst Battelion, 160

Inf. Regt. Bambsn Hills west of Camp Stotsenberg. Ko casuslties or damege to
equipment.

5 Feb., 45,
2nd plstoon offered direct fire support to 3rd Battalion 160th Infantrv chiment

1% miles south of Pampanga. Injured one Ei, no damsge to e quipment. 'ired on
10 caves. :
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6 Feb, 45,

1st plstoon offered direct fire support to 3rd Battalion 160th Inf. Regt.
Bamban Hills west of Camp Stotsenburg. 2nd Elatoon offered direct fire
support to 3rd Battalion, 160th Inf. Regt. 15 miles south of Pampanga. No
casualties or damage to equipment. 2nd platoon fired on ceves and troop con«
centrations and destroyed on pilllbox.

7 Feb. 45,

1st pletoon offered direct fire support to 1lst Battalion, 160th Inf. Rtgt Bamban
Hills west of Camp Btotensburg. an platoon offered direct fire support to

2nd Battalion, 160th Inf. “egt. 1} miles south of Pampsnga. 3rd platoon offered
direct fire support to 3rd Battalion, 108th Inf, Regt. 100 yards west of
Sepangbato. HNo casualties or damage to equipment. 3rd platoon destroyed 7

pill boxes and killed 3 vaps, :

3 Feb. 45,

1st platoon offered direct fire support to lst Battalion 160th Inf. Regt.

Bamban hills west of Camp Stotonsburg. 2nd platoon offered direct fire support
to 2nd Bettalion 160th Inf. Regt. 14 miles south of Pampanga. 3rd platoon offered |
direct fire support to 2nd Battslion, 103th *nf. egt 1000 yards wst of
Supanrbato. No casualties or demsge to equipment. 2nd platoon fired on caves,
results unimown, 3rd plstoon destroyed harassing fire from pill boxds and cawes.

9 Feb. 45.

lst platoon offered direct fire support to 1lst Battallon 160th Inf. Regt.

Bamben Hills west of Camp 8totensburg. 3nd platoon offered direct firs support
to 40th Reconnaisesnce Troop 2 miles N of O'Bonnell. 3rd platoon offered direct 1
fire support to 2nd Battalion, 108th Inf. Regt. 1000 vsrds west of Sepangbato.
No casualties or damsge to equipment. 2nd platoon fired on troops concentrstion
and destroyed one 47M! gun. J3rd plstoon destroyed 2 2014 guns, 1 90 M gun

and killed 15 Japs. : ¢

11 Feb. 45., = ‘ : ’
1st platoon offered direct fire support to 1lst Battalién 160th Inf. Regt., Bembsn §
Hills west of Camp Stotsenburg. 2nd vnlatoon offered direct fire support to 3rd |
Battalion, 185th Inf. Regt. st Smeke Hill. No ocasuslties or demege to equipment.
2nd plstoon firod on troop concentrstions and destroyed 2 pill boxes.

14 Feb, 45.
1st plstoon offered direct fire support to 3rd Battelion, 160th Inf. Regt. Bamban_
Hills west of Camp Stotsenburg. 2nd platoon offered direct fire support to

3rd battalion 185th Inf. Regt., at smske hill. 3rd platoon offered-direct fire
support to 2nd Battalion, 108th Inf. Regt. at Flag Pole Ridze. No casuslties
or daneage to equipment. 3rd plstoon destroyed 2 caves, harrassing fire on pill
boxes and killed one Jap. 1st plstoon destroyed 1 7.7 mschine gun, fired on
extimeted 30 Japs and killed en estimabéd 10-15 Japs.

18 Feb. 45. ’

Compsn— (less one pletoon) operating under control of 160th Inf. Regt. and 3rd
platoon operating under control of 103th Infl Regt. will operate directly under
control of 40th Inf. Viv, 3rd platoon offered direct fire support to 108th Inf.
Rept. 100 yard west of Hill (7). No casuslties or damsge to equipment. 3rd
platoon destroyed 2 40 1} guns, 2 6" guns, 1 37 i gun, 3 caves 1 ammo dugp

1 twén 20 I gun, ,
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23 Feb 45.‘
2nd platoonoffered direct fire support to 3rd Battalién, 185th Inf. Regt. 1000

yards NW of Snake Hill, 3rd platoon offered direct fire support to 3rd Battalion
108th Inf. Regt. at Hill No. 11, Zambales lit. Rangs. No casuslties or demage

to equipment. 3rd platoon destroyed 4 pill boxes, 2 machine guns. 2nd pletoon
fired on caves and killed 14 Japs.

27 Feb, 45.
2nd plstoon offered direct fire support to 3rd Battalion, 185th Inf. Regt. 1000
yds N7 of Sneke hill., No casualties or daasge to equipment, Fired on caves and

Jap bivousc. ares.

3 “ar, 45,

Compsnyv releasad from sttachmant 40th Inf, Div. and is attached to 43rd Inf. Div.

per Steff Wemo 318 Hq. 43rd Inf. Yiv. A PO 43. 2nd platoon offered direct fire support
to 3rd Battalion, 169th Inf. R gt 1000 vards I of Hill (1700 ) Zambales t.

Range. No casualties or damepge to equipment . 2nd platoon fired on suspected

mechine -un positions and troop concentrations.

6 war, 45,

Company relessed from ettschment XIV Corps snd attached to XI Comps . 2nd platoon
offered direct fire support to 3rd Battelion, 159th Inf. Regt. 1000 yds T of

Hill (1700) Zambales lit, Range. o casuslties or damage to equipment. .ired on
caves, and bivousc ares, results unknown. v

10 Mer. 45.
comptny relessed from sttechment 43rd Inf, Div, and sttached to 33th Inf. “iv.

14 ™ar, 45,
3rd platoon offered direct fire support to 2nd Battalion 169th Inf. Rezgt. vicinity

of Snake Hill W. Zambales lit, Range., Ko casualties or damage to equipment. Ingurodm
one EM, Destroyed one knee mortat, 10 caves and killed one Jap.

18 Mar, 45, : .
Weck Wack Country Club clte of permenent bivousc area. left llamatitang 0930

arrived Wisck Wack Country “1ub 1360. Disttnco traveled 70 miles.
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49 Nar. 45.
ompany released from attachemt 38th Inf, Div., and returned to Battalion control, -
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"C" COMPANY JOURNAL
640th Tank Destroyer Battalion

9 J‘-n. 45.
Disembarked at Lingsyen, Luzon from UXS KNOX, 1045.

16 Jan. 45.
left Lingayen, Luzon, P,I. 0830, arrived Aguilar, 1800.

21 Jan. 45.
Left Apuilar 0900 arrived Camiling 1730

22-Jan. 45,

Left Camiling 0900 this dete, arrived Tarlsc 1200.

23 Jan. 45. ‘
Left Tarlac 0700 this date, arrived Dolores 1730. Coordinates (834.2-1859.7)
dep Luzon, 1:50,0 0O.

24 Jan, 45. :

Attached to 160th Inf, Regt. 0930, left Dolored 0945, arrived Bamban 1100.

1st and 3rd platoons ettached to 2nd Battalion, 180th Inf. Regbt. at 1200 to
support assault en hifghground, egsinst enemy fortified positions. Regurned to
Regimental control 1600. 2nd nlstoon attached to 3rd Battalion, 160th Inf. Regt.
at 1200 to\support assault on high ground against enemy fortified postions.

25 Jan. 45.

2nd pletoon stteched to 2nd Battalion, 160th Inf. Regt. to continue support
of assault on high ground against enemy fortified postions. 1st platoon attached
to 1lst Battalion, 160th Inf., Regt, to continue support of assualt on high ground
against enemy fortified positions.

26 Jan, 45.
3rd platoon sttached to 3rd Bspttalion, 160th Inf. Regt. to continae support of
assault on high' ground against enemy fortified ppsitions.

30 Jan, 45,

Attached to 108th Inf. Regt. 0700 to support asssult on high ground by 3rd Bnttali;

108th Inf', Regt. Released from attachment 108th Inf, Regt. 1346.

31 Jan, 45.

Company attsched 160th Inf. Regt. 0700 to support assault against enemy dug-in
positions._ 2nd platoon cogmitted 0700. 1st and 3rd platoons committed 1230 as
reserve., “ompany released from attachment 160th Inf. ‘Regt. and attached to 40th
Inf. Div. 1730. .

1 Feb, 45.
Left Capas 0015 arrived Pinsgpanasn.  “istance traveled 60 miles.

2 Feb, 45.
left Pinagpanaan 1730 arrived Cabanatuanl830.

o Ve
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9 F.bn 45.
left Cabanatuan 0700 arrived Vaidefuente 0800.

10 Feb. 45.
Left coordinateds (373.3 - 1897.4) 0730 arrived Rosario Heights Extension ROO. .

] 12 Feb

Left Rosario Heights Extension 1230 arrived coordinstes (853.7 - 1809.4) 1700.
:! 13 F.bo 45.

Left coordinates (853 7 - 1809.4) 0800 srrived coordinated (813.5 - 1796.6) 1230.
1‘ 2nd platoon sttsched to 149th Inf, Regt. to assault enemy fortified positions.,

14 Feb. 45.

Compsny minus 2nd plstoon left coordinsted (81%.5 & 1796.6) arrived vicinity

Samel 1730. Uistance treveled 16 miles. G{TT"platoonUcontlnuod support of 149th

Inf Regt., (Destroved 1 enemy mediumtani: 3 pill Toxes, 3 lizht mechine pguns

(alrcrs ype), alter clearing of enemy peeitions, reeult"nr in cortect being
X mado between 149th Inf, Regt. noving west sud other slements of 23th Inf. Div,

‘& mov1n~ esst, the plstoon wee relessed freii 1424h Inf, Rest. and returned to company,
sy

13 Feb. 45.

Company~ left ares &t (coordinstes (827 - 1737.8) srri-- " Balangs, Bataan, Distance
traveled 912 miles. ompany attached to 149th Inf. Regt. for rations. Company
atteche to XI Corps for operstions.

1] 20 F.b. 45,

3rd pletoon attcched to lst Inf. Regt., 1100. Present location coordinstes (813.8 -
1768.9). 1st platoon moved to vicinity RJ coordinsted (820.5 - 1770.4) on road
bdock mission, 1800{

22 Feb, 45,

3rd platoon released f rom sttachment to 1lst Inf. Regt. 0900. Returned to
company control and arrived at company bivouac area 1400. 1lst platoon released
from road block mission and returned to company bivousc area 1130.

23 Feb. 45. .
- 18t platoon attached to 149th Inf. R_gt..
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Left Balangs, Bgtaan 0830 arrived vicinity Hermoss 1130. “igtance treveled
16.2 miles. 1lst platoon left Balanga 1100 arrived Bagac, 1300. 1lst platoon fired
on nine enemy caves snd filled openings with dirt, No known enemy dead.
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2iiar 45,
1st platoon lef't Bagac arrived Dinalupihan.

3 ..r. 45,
3rd platoon security section assigned patrol mission commencing XKulis and proceedin;
southwest. Contact was made at 1100 with 3 enemy foot troops. 2 enenmy killed,l
escaved wounded., 8 T.S. rifles caliber .30 M1917 (Enfield) captured.
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4 Mar, 45,
Reconnaissance continued on road net vicinity coordinatcs (818 - 1793) by
3rd platoon. FNo contact,

5 “‘r. 45,

Reconnsissance patrols continued. No contact

7 ler, 45. , .

Company attsched to 3rd Battalion, 149th Inf. Regt.

8 Mar, 45, ;
Company left lermosa 0330 arrived For Stotsenburg 1300, Jdistance traveled 42 miles, ]

11 lisr., 45.
2nd pletoon sunported lst Battalion, 149th Inf. Regt. in mopping up operations,

12 Lar, 45, ]
Continued support was given the 1lst Battalion b- the 2nd platoon. Six of the enemy |
wers killed and one morter position wes destroyed by Bun fire. No check was mede §
for sny enemy killed at this position, but the mortar was in action at the time it |
was fired on. This sction took pluce at Suger Loaf Mountain.

13 “ar, 45. :

ur second platoon spesrhesded snother drive on Sugar Loaf Mountain. Caves and
fun positions were fired on s&nd three caves were completely destryoyed by 3" gun
fire, One of thc enemy was Jmown &8s killed at this time, ithile on patrol duty
with the infantry(TD Commsnder J. Tice and tank drivers NWN
@gt in & mine explosion.; hey were just pas&lng W cave When <he explosion
occurred: Vhe ragments caused Sgt. Tice to be slightly wounded while Tec 4
Wright was seriously wounded. Thev were rushed to s porteble surgical hospitel
and treated. Tec 4 Wright died of his wounds 2430 the same day. "Séction Sg
A, J. Howald was creased by & bullet in the earlier sction. sated and ‘
sont 'back to du‘Eir G I e

19}-[‘1'. 45.
Campany was relieved of it s nss:.gnmont with the 149th Inf. Regt. and rejoined the :
batt-lion at the Wack Wack Country Club at 1500, ‘




= =

o

!

L) 3 =2 L e s =

=

I

3

1

»

L

oscms:‘:rlso PER EXECUTIVE ORDER, 1_%:75_3}}?/9'( 3.3, 7;5/0/2: . ‘7/'3

NARA, DATE

RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY JOURNAL
640th Tank Destroyer Battalion

9 Jan. 45,

Disembsrked from USS L8T 246 at Lingayen, Luzon, P.I. at 1600. Joined Ren.
platoon for night bivousc at Lingayen at 1630. Lt, Kaye (1st platoon) reported
2 casualtied, Sgt George Schaedler, shrapnel wounds about the legs sustained
during an air attack over Lingay Gulf., Pfc “lmo A, Careseni, flesh wounds in
the neck. Same circumstances as in the case of Sgt Schaedler. Both casuelties
occurred aboaed USS LST 272,

10 Jan..45.
1st Ren platoon left on reconnaissance Bimale area at 1030. At 1330 platoon
returned to area. No encounter with the enemy.

11 Jan. 45.

Comoany less 1st Ren platoon supply eand maintenance echelon left on reconnaissance
of Aguilar aree &t 0745, Reconnaissance party reached Aguilar (9miles) 1200.
Continued reconneissance teward lMangataren. At 1800 reconnaissance party returned
to Aguilar for bivouac. No contact with enemy.

12 Jan. 45.
Supplies and maintenamne crew went to Aguiler to resupply reconnaissance party.

13 Jen. 45.

Rear echelon left Llngayen for Aguilar at 1300. Echelon reached Aguilar and pre-
pared to bivouac. at 1700. At 1800 Reconnaissance party returned to Aguilar bivouac
from reconnaissance as far south as “angatarem. No contact with enemy. Lt, Her-
nandez of the Philippine Scouts joined company at bangatarem. Recommended by
Captain Bolo of the P.I. Guerillas,

14 Jan. 45.

Received orders from battalion CO at 0845 not to make reconnaissgnce any further
south than Mangatarem. Sgt Aamold and Pvt Ashlock made foot reconnaissence

east of angatarem ecross the Agno River as far as Urbostict and made contact
with the 37th Division (148th Infantry Regiment) at that point. These two men
passed through Jup held territory and civilians told them that at times they
were within only a few yards of Japs. However, the two men returned to the
company area withou incident.
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15-16-17-Jan. 45.
Company remained at Aguilar for maintenance. No reconnaissance made.

18 Jan. 45.

RPeconneissance platoons and Pioneer platoon left Azuiler at 0800 to reconnaiter
an overland route between Aguilar and Cemiling. “11 platoons returned at about
17C0 and reported that cross-country route is no* practical, that the highway
was best route even though all bridges would have to be by~passed. 2nd pnlatoon
which reconnoitered in the foothills northwest of iLlangatarem encountered several
Yap foot troops. The Japs were fired on and oen wounded, This Jap was taken

by S/Sgt Carling, Cpl Basconcillio. “nother Jap was tanken prisoner by T/8
Sommers and Sgt. Aamold. “oth prisoners were turned over to S-2, 160th Infantry
Regiment at langatarem.
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19 Jan. 45.
Entire compeny moved from Agullar to Camiling (20 Miles).

20 Jan. 45.
“ntire company left Cemiling for Manbulan at 0800 where supply and maintenancé 1
remained and reconnaissance and pioneer platoons continued on reconnaissance
with Tarlac as their objective. A+ 1730 supply and maintenance joined rest of
company at Sean Juan De Mata. Reconnaissance report for the day == Our reconnaiss
eance elemts reached Tarlac just in time to see in the distance the last dep
truck evacuating Tarlac to the south. MNo engagements were made. Tarlec was

left in complete ruin by the Japs.

21 Jan, 45,
At 1030 company left San Juan Ue liata for move to Tarlac. At 1830 last elements
arrived at Tarlac for night bivouac.

22 Jan. 45.

At 0700 3 reconnaissance platoons and pioneer platoon left Tarlac on mission of
reconnaissance south. Reconnaissance elements reached Capas at 1100. LIngaged
enemy in fire fight én southern outskirts of the town. Lt, Corder end Szt. Ellison
killed one Jap. The Jap infested area was sprayed profusely with machine. guna and
rifle and 3713 Cannister. Thile most of the Japs fled others are beliefled to have
been killed or wounded, but not accounted for. Continued reconnaissance east to
Concepcion end contected the 37th Div. Ren. elemts there, and returned south to
San liquel at 2030 the river was crossed with much difficulty. At times that day
the entire reconnaissance group cvossing would have been impossible had it not

had a helf-track and winch with the pioneer platoon. At 1430 supply and maintenance
left Tarlac for move to San Miquel and arrived at San Miquel at 1530. ¥ive miles.

23 Jan. 45.
Entire company left San Miquel for Concepcion. Arrived at Concepcion at 0900 *
without incident. This companr establishes first CP in Concepcion. At 0930 Re-
. ) " commeissance platoons less 1 section of the 2nd platoon and pioneer platoon left*
Concepcion on route reconnaissance south toward Magaiang area. Reconnaissance
reached road jynction just north of Magalang at 1700. bagaiang wes know at this tit
to be held by 200 Japs, with seven light tanks. Artillery was requested bwt was nui
of range. Reconnaissance group advanced on town from North, East and West and en~ i
gaged enemy in a fire fight north of town, destroyving two trucks and killing } Japb<
officer and about 25 F¥. Pvt. John Wilson was seen to mow three Japs down with his’
.30 Cal, machine gun. The cogpany received rigle, machine gun, 37MM¥ and mortar 3
fire. After a twenty minute fight without casualties reorganired at San Roque 3 udﬂ

north of Magaiang. Proceeded to our CP at Concepcion and errived there at 1800.

ey ‘l%ww .
m
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Company received mission of determining enemy still in Magaiang and to continue ifﬂ
possible south bo iexico, At 0930 3 reconnaissance platoons end pioneer platoon
left Concepcion on above mission. Imcountered and engaged in fire fight with small;
Jap force estimated at 30 men end one light tank a2t San Roque. °ompanV'W1thdrew ¥
' north to Bamban River and established defensive positions along north bank to deny
crossings to small enemy armorcd unit repoarted to be in the area. In the above
engagement ene enemy machine gun nest was destroyed at San Roque. Sgt. Carlin
= did the honors there. An undetermined number of Japs were killed., The company was
relieved of our defensive positions atabout 1500 by the 146th Infantry Regiment.
Returned to company area. No casualties., #t 1630 entire company moved to battalion
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25 Jan. 45.
Company remained in area for maintenance of equipment and rest.

26 Jan. 45, ' '

Mission: Reconnaissance company in force to Camp Stotsenfurg and Clark Field area.
Reconnaissence platoons and picheer platoon and one platoon of mediun tanks at-
tached (742nd Tank Battalion) and one platoon of M-10 TD's ("B" compeny, 640th TD
Bn.) at 0800 left company &rea on above mission. Observed many Jap foot troops

and artildery and machine gun instelletion on hill north of Dolores, in Clark Field
aree. Received YJap-artillery fire and moved back under cover in line along Kanila
Railroad. Called on artillery fire on area and air strike, Lt. Corder directed -
artillery fire from & Cub observation plane. Resumed mission end received heavy
artillery fire from Dolores in Stotsenburg area, We withdrew to the vicinity of
the kanila Railroad, this was about 1600, Jap rifle and mechine gun fire was en-
coutitered throughout the day. Tec 5 Sommers with his 37MM destroyed an enemy CP.
Pioneer platoon removed two improvised mines near Runway No. 1, North Clark Field.
Returned to bivouac erea &t Dolores, No casualties. Several supply dumps were
captured and turned over to Air Corps Intelligence. Captured Jap documents state
that there is a smell mechanized force operates well in advance of the U.S. infantry.
FEngaged them in several fire fights.

27-28 Jan. 45.
Maintenance and rest in companv area at Dolores.

29 Jan. 45. 3
Company moved from Dolores to Capas. *his was an administrative move and nothing
of incident happened. : '

30 Jan. 45.
No events,

31 Jan. 45. ;2r
One section of lst Reconnmissence platoon and pioneer platoon left on a mission* iR
to help remove wrecked M-10 from hills west of Bamban. &1 b

P —
1 Feb. 45. g iR
At 0830 arrived Gui.ba. Stopped for refusling end to eat and then moved south i
to Maypysd, where the entirs company received a swall amount of sniper fire. Three
Reconna.vﬁtnce platoon and pioneer section remained at Mayapyap in observation and; 3
support of Infantry. Remainder of company returned two miles north of Calibambancai™m
and prepered night bivouac. All platoons returned to bivouac area &t 173Q/ é:f

5 -
2 Feb, 45, : ¥ e
"Attached to lath Cavalry Regiment at Maypgap. an platoon attached to A company - z

with mission of reconnoitering area north and east pf Pampanga River. “ompany less
2nd platoon assigned mission of reconnoxtering area wast of Cabanatuan. Left area:
0730 and engaged enemy in vicinity of Bangad. Captured ome prisoner and killed rou=='
Japs. 3rd platoon engaged approximately 200 Japs east of Bangad. Killed undeterni<f
number, reported by civilians bo be 25, Reoonnoitered Kalipid landing Field, Dis-¢
engaged enemy 1830. Returned to bivouac aree at Mayapyap. Lt. Corder injured
hand and arm during fire fight,. ) .

DHV

3 Feb. 45. ' '
kiission same as 2 Feb, Attached to company one platoon of 21 men from 12th Cavalry

I
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Regiment. Sgt. Morrison in charge. 18t platoon engaged enemy at Bangad. Killed
two Japs. Captured Cabanatuan Prison Camp No. 1 at Pangadian 1200. Secured
documents, etc. FPlatoonfrom 12th Cav. Regk. patrolled to kactaben, brought cut
one British sea captain who had hidden there from prison oamp. -Killed three
during afternoon, undetermined number wounded. Pioneer platoon placed mortar fire
on Jap positions killiig two, undetermined number wounded. Coppany desengaged
and returned to area at 1900, 2nd platoon attached to A company had no oontact
with enemy. No ocasaulties. :

4 Feb, 45. : .
Lt. Corder evecuated. 1st Sgt Knight replaced him as platoon leader of 3rd platoon.
S/Sgt Mecham beceme acting 1st St. Inkire company had same mission as previous

dey. No direct contact with enemy. No casualties. Returned to bivouac area at
1700. '

5 Feb. 456,

2nd reconnaissance platoon patrolled to Cabu Creek. No contact with the enemy.
3rd platoon patrolled to Rizel and contacted 6th Division. No enemy contact.
Remainder of company remeined in bivouac erea at Mayapyap. Units returned to
area at 1300. No casualties., : ' '

6 Febo 45. N '

1st reconnaissance platoon left on reconnaissance wmission &t 0800. “ontacted guer-
illa forces who reported smell group of lightly armed Japs cross river from Cabu.
Captured one prisoner of 103rd Division. Returned to earea at 1630. No casualties,

8 Feb. 46.

3rd Recomnaissance platoon left on reconnaissance 1200. Contacted elemts of 6th
Division. Reported in at 1500. HKaintained road block at Casil during night. Pib-
neer platoon made reconnaissance forwprd as far as Cabu and Cabu River. WNe contact |
with enemy. Civiliens reported Japs had moved out a few days ago. Returned to area
at 1730. No casualties, . ' . i

9 Feb. 45. - . : !
Rear echelon contacted 2nd and 3rd platoons by radion at 0900. Platoons on recon- :
neissance and establishing road blocks in vicinity of Mayapyap. Returned to bivouas
area at 1700. Yo contact with enemy. No casualties. i
1C Feb. 45. _
Lt. Pertirdge with advanced echelon left bivouac area at Maypgap at 0800 enroute -
to Rosario “eights Extension, Manila. Ran into enemy mortar and rifle fire at
Novaliches. Arrived st Rosario Heights, Manila at 1930 with no casualties.

- Egtablished contact w}th 12th Regiment Headquarters. Remsinder of company left
Mayapyap at 1120 for “‘osario Heights, Manila traveling with battalion convoy, Lead.
ing vehicles in that convoy were fired upon bv enemy mortars near Novaliches.. Bate
talion drew back and established bovouac area for night near Bustos. Distance '
treveled 56 miles. 2nd and 3rd Reconnaissance platoons end pioneer platoons were
sent forward on reconnaissance east af far as Novaliches to determine strength of
enemy in thet section. FEncountered enemy mortar fire. Fired on enemy positions
with 37Mil, Obtained direct hits. Enemy coasualties unknown. Returned to bivouao
are 1960. No casualties, :

SIAIHONV _TVYNQ I
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11 Feb. 45. -

Entire battalion convoy turnef back approximatelv five miles to by-pass enemy
strong point. Took National Highway to Rosario ueigh.ts Extension. Convoy left
0800 and arrived et new bivouac area, Rosarion Heights at 1200. One Jap sniper
was killed by Sgt. Ellison at 1600 near bviouac area,

12 Feb. 45.
3rd reconnaiseance platoon left on reconnaissance at 1200 south and east approxe

" mately 10 miles. Rgeturned to area 1500. No contact with enemy. No casualties.

Remeinder of company.remained in bivouac a rea for maintenance of equipment, “gmpan.y
received sniper and machine gun fire early in evening. Returned fire. Wo
casuelties. Ferro, Nicholas was infured by booby trap at 0800. Fospitalization not

required.

13 Feb, 45.
Rifts reconnaissance platoon left at 1500 on reconnaizsance mseion south and east

as far as ilanduluyong Airfield. A4pproximetedistande of 4 miles, Ran into enemy
machine gun and sniper fire. Returned fire. Und etermined number of Japs killed
and wounded., Moved one half nile farther on and encountered more enemy machine

-gun fire, One enemy killed by Pfc Carewoni. Uthers wounded and killed. Number

undetermined. Lt. Noren of Company %, accompanied first platoon on mission.
3rd pletoon left at 0930 on routine patrol and reconnaissance mission. Returned
to area at 1400. No contect with enemy and no casualties

14 Feb. 45.
1st pletoon had seme mission as 13 Feb. No contact with enemy. “1so reconnoitered

as far as river east of Camp Murphy. Returned to bivouac area at 1200, No casual-

£ies. 2nd reconnaissance platoon left on mission to secure north bank of Pasig River.

South and west of kanbaluyong Airfield, accompanied by one pdatoon of A company
and one troop of 7th ‘avelry Regiment. Supported by artillerv 2nd platoon a cting
as spearhead for force sited Japs mothh of It. 4cKinley, “anila, received sniper
fire, located numerous pill boxes end enemy dug outs. Pfc Virigts end Tec & Sommers
destroyed one e nemy machine gun, one gas truck and one amaunition dump with

37T fire. Pfc Dennis and Pfc Virights were credited with one enemy sampan. Un=-
determined number killed and wounded. Returned to bivouac area 1600. No oasualties.

15 Feb. 45. :
H

3rd reconraissance platoon left on recormaissance mission at 0730, working with A
comoany. Engaged enemy north of Pasig River opposite Fort McKinley. Killed two
enemy. Returned to area 1535, No casualties. Cgt. “1lison returned from mission

completed from Dinelupihen., While there sppped one mine field. Lt. Remington with -

one pioneer section left on reconnaissance mission to Galipan, Returned at 1830 and
brought back four wounded guerrilas for medical treatment.

16 Feb. 45,

1st section of lst Reconnaissanceplstoon left on reconnaissance at 0300 to Baranka, B
While leading convoy of engineers they drew enemy fire. Returned fire., Killed one
Jap and pushed on two miles. DEngaged enemy in battde one hundred yards froa Baranks :

Cemetery. Killed five enemy and undetermined number of wounded. Relieved at 1130
by 1lst section, 3rd platoon. Returned to the area with no casuslties., 1st section
3rd platoon drew enemy fire at cross-road near Baranka, returned fire. Undetermired
number enemy killed eand wounded Refurned to area 1680. No casualties.
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1738 Feb. 46, .
Same mission as Feb 16th. Completed at 1200. No contact with enemy, Attachecd to '
1st Squadren, 112th Cavalry, Santa karia, Reported to Colonel Grant at 1800. 1st
reconnasissance platoon made recomnaissance from Sa:ta “aria to San Vincente and
Hot Cormer. Received artillery fire f rom the enomy. Remainder of elemts were
on mission to contact and destror enemy reported in vieinity of Prensa, Established ;
contact at Prensa at 1700. Reacued 46 enlisted men and one officer of “ompeny B
1279th Aviation Engineer Bettalion that had been cut off by enemy. <-npgaged enemy
in heavy battle at this point. Lt R,E. Allsup, 2nd platéon leader received wound
in back of neck from sniper fire. Sgt Stanley Aamold was wounded in chest by
enemy meachine pun fire, Lost one % ton with radio, .30 caliber machine gun, rocket |
lsuncher, one M-l rifle, tro carbines, one pitor, one pair binoculars and battalion ]
SGI. Vehicle was leter destroved by 372 gun at 1920. 14 Japs were killed and an
undetermined number killed and wounded. dJap force estimated at 150. ~isengaged at
1930. Returned to Sante iaria. It. #llsup and Sgt. Aamold taken to 23rd Field ‘
“ospital, Rear echelon et “oserio Heights, wanils, was fired upon from 1800 to 0600 |
by enexy artillery. John F, Grant received wound in right thigh from shrapnel, Ko |

- other causualties.

19 Feb. 45. .
Sgt Stanley C. hamold died at 0200 after operation. Llement returned to Premsa
supported by one tank pletoon and G troop, B8th Cavelry Regiment. No contact with
the-eremy. Evacuated one engineer and one MP killed in that vicinity previous day,
Found £ ton truck which was lost previous day. 30 caliber machine gun, rocket
laucher, smeall aras, radio transmitter and raceiver had besn taken. Returned to
Santa karia 1600. SvYcond sectibn pioneer platoon returned from Bataan, joined unit
at Marico River at 1200. Relieved of attachment with 112th Cavalry. Returned to |
company CP which had been moved from Rosario Heights, kanila to Expana extension,
Espana Boulevard, “mnila . Lt. Allsup's condition very bad. Evecuated to 21st
Fiéld Hospitel ewaiting evacuation to States.

20 Feb. 46. ¢
1t R, K. #11sup died. Company remained in bivouac areas at Zspana Extension, Manila |

for meintenance of equipment. ) »

21 Feb. 45.
Company remained in bivouac area for maintenance of wehicles and equipment.

22 Fqb. 45. ' ~
ompanv less Lbadquarter section left 2t 1112 for For McKinley, Manila with mission
of reconnocitering trailw and routes eastward to the Tartay - Angono Road. Attched
to 302nd Reconnaissance Troops. FHear echelon at Expana Eztension, Manila,

23 Feb. 45.
1st and 2nd Reconnaissance platoons patrolled from Fort ilcKinley to Santa “na and s
east to Pasig River Bridge. Returned to area at 1300, ¥No contact with enemy and nd
casualties. Pioneer platoon and 3rd Recomnnaissance platoon left for Anpono at 0900
Were attached to 302nd Recomnaissance Troops, for reconnaissance pntrols in area |
Tpytay = Cordona. 1lst and 2nd Reconnlitalnce plstoons remained at ‘or McKinley
with responsibility of securimg ‘ort and “ivision zome south of Pasig River. At-
tached to company at FortMcKinley for support in securing Fort, 97 (Bunter's
Guerrillas), ROTC Major Dodo Demontes in charge.
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24 Feb. 45.

Rear echelon left Espana Extension, Manile, at 12Q0 enroute to “ort MoKinley.
Arrived at Yort at 1400. 1st and 2nd Reconnaissance platoons there. During the
night of the 24th Feb, pioneer platoon and 3rd recomnaissance pletoon were attack
by approximately 50 Japs. The Japs attaeupted a Sanzai attack, the first Japs
were sighted by pioneer pletoon ebout 60 feet from the perimeter. Thev fired on
the enemy with .50 caliber machine puns and saall arms. The fight lasted 30
minutes, during wtich time the enemy threw eneny hand grerades and knee mortars
inside the p rimeter. Pioneer and 3rd platoon returned fire with 37.. Cannister
and 91¥: mortars. 26 enemy killed, remsininz number withdrew to hills. It. Rem-
inton and Pfc Viillimmes slightly wounded by shrapnel from enemy fire,

25 Fed, 45,
Pletoons remsined in erea for meintenance of equipment and res+t.

256 Feb. 45, .
Lt. Rem;ngton and Pfc ill;ams were sent to hospital for treatmert of wounds. At-
tached guerrillas guarding north gate of or uxcKinley killed one Jap. Yo caaualties.
One enemy killed in bivouac area at Fort es he was atteampting to sneak throuzh at
2200, y

28 Feb. 45. )

Reconnaissance ner and gpurrkllas killed 16 enemy in vicinity of _ort kcKidley. One
guerrilla slipghtly wounded, '
23 FPeb. 45.

Reconneissance men from 1st &cd 2nd reconnaissance platoor and guerrillas killed

4 Yaps at Yesig River Bridge and killed one Jap at north gate of Fort. Onme guerrill-
killed by enemy hand grenade. Pfc Miller and Pfc Caresoni killed two Japs in town
a8 Santa ®na. }rc Ashlock and guerrillaa killed two enemy on roed between ‘ort
McKinley and ~anta na.,

[ERL D o)

1 luar. 45,

2nd reconraissarce nlatoon left on patrol 0930 returned 1200,. ¥o contact. No
casualties. 2nd platoon left 1300 on reocomnnaissance in vicinity of Santa Ana.
tured on kakapili, and turned him over to C.I.C. for investigation.

e
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2.'52'. 45. * .
Soutine patrols sent out. Six Jap snipers killed by reconnaissance men and guer-
rillas neer Fort dcKinley at 1130. Ome more killed at 1900 by “outh Gate.

3 mar, 45.

Eeadquarters section, 1lst and 2nd reconnaissance platoons left “ort Mck*nley 1330
joined pioneer and 3rd platoons at Angono at 1600. Distnnca traveled 20 miles,
Gompany relieved from respornsibility for security of “ort icKinlev ares and
Division zone south of Psig River effective 031400. Company reverts to Bat-
talion control. Pioneer and 3rd platoons relieved from attachement to 203nd Re~ .
connaissance Troops. ‘“omdany mission to protect “ivision Right (south) flank,

of patrolling end securing area Taytay to Cardone on Highway 21 and areas adjacent
to a depth of 2000 vards and relieve 2 d Cavalry Brigade road block (Angono) et
031200,

BTN S

Marv, 45,

lar patrol's left this mornig g at 0830 returned to bivouac area 1400. No con-
tagg vztg enemy. No casualties,
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5 Kar. 4b6.
as previous day.

6 “ar, 45,

Pionesr demolition crew, Lt. Remington in charge, 4 men from 3rd platoon and Lt.
Enight left on mission for Morong 0930, Morong River bridge was blom out making
it pmpossible for vehicles to cross. Pioneer demolition crew consisting of five
men accompa ied by 10 guerrillas went forward on foot patrol mission of mining
road neer Haybancal Road Junction. Party was attacked on morthern outskitts pf
Morong by about 15 Japs armed with .25 caliber rifles and Machine guns. Exaot
number of weapons unknown. Lt. Remington's men, Gregorio ¥, Pura, 9pl., who

was a member of Philippine Scouts before fall of Luzon was wounded in left hand
by enemy rifle fire. Patrol returned to area 1500. 2nd Redonnaissance platoon
meintaining road block at Angono. Relieved by 1st Reconnaissance platoon d& 1530.

7 Mary 45,

lst Reconnaissance platoon mainteining road block at T{c:sari.o, 3rd platoon mazntain-
in roed block at “ngono.

8 ~ar, 45,

1st Feconnaissence platoon maintaining rosd bloock at Rosario., 3rd Reagnnaissence
platoon and attached guerrillas maintaininv road block at Angono, 2nd Reconnnissance
platoon and Headquerter Section remained in bivouec area &t Angono. Attached guers
rillas mainteining outpost south and east of Angono.

9 Kar, 45,

3rd Reconnaissance platoon maintaihiing road block at Aggono. 1lst and 2nd Regon=
naissance platoons and pioneer pletoon remained in bivouac area. Received enemy
artillery fire 2200. No casualties. Pioneer platoon fired on enemy positions in
foot hills near bivouac ares with S1MM morter at 1100. Results unkmown.

10 Mar. 45.

2nd reconnaissance platcon relieved 3rd reconnaissance plaetoon on #oad Junction
block at “ngono at 0930, Pioneer pletoon made reconnaissance south and east to
Morong. No contact with enemy. Returned to area 1600.

11 Mar. 46. :
1st Reconnaisseance platoon left 0930 for reconnaissance patrol to Morong. Returned
area at 1230. Yo contact with enemy 2nd reconnaissance platoon mainteining
road block at Angono.

12 Zar, 45. ‘
Company relieved from mission et éngono at 1100. Joined battalion at Wack Wack
Country Ciub, 1300( ‘

13 - 19 Mar. 45.
ompany remained in erea for maintenance.of equipment.
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HEADQUARTTRS
640TH TAXE DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 78

INTELLIGENCE REPORT ON LUZON CAMPAIGN
9 Jan. 45 - 19 Mar 45

The follwoing motes in regard to 1ntelligencé matéers as encountered
by this battalion in the Luson campeign, are made a matter of record for the
information of all concerned. :

1. It was found in several instances on forward reconnaissance missions
that the enemy will allow small recomnnaissance units to penetrate fheir forward
areas, then set an ambush on their retunr - or allow an impression that the ares
was clear and ambush the followins troops. Another policy which is kmown and
has been used is that of the enemy abandohing - or seemingly 8o of occupied gun
positions - eand leter using these guns if they were not rendered in operative by
our forces when first encountered.:

2, The units of this organization have encountered every type of announced
Jap anti-tank, anti-vehiculer end arti-personrel mines and have also found sevw
era} dpprovisions. &owever, with the excention of the downtovn Ulanile area,
most mines encountered here wither been hastily or carelessly emplaced and with-
out a definite pattern. One significant fact was that the enemy on t+wo different
‘occassions have remined an area or route over which friendly traffic has moved or
cleared. Viith precautions in areas most suitable for the use of mines, it has
been found that practically all can be detected and aveided. During this canm-
paign, it is believed that the enemy has made more use of nines than has peen
reported previously in the SWFPA or Cerntral Pacific Area, and it is also bdlieved
that more intelligent use of them will be used in future operatioms.

3. With the exception of the downtown ianile area, there has been 1little

. attempt to infiltrate and kmock out the xruored equipment perticular to this

type of organization, vith éemolition or prepared cherges. This was tried, un-
successfully in down town hkianila, It was also noted in hilly and mountainous
areas that the enmamy would not open fire with machine guns or small arms against
M¥-10's or against infantry, closely supported iy L-10's, unless trapped.

4. The enemy use of artillery and mortars, though directed frequently
against this orgenization has not been-effective due to the fact that it has
not been massed or concentreted, nor in most eases did it seem observed fire.
It is believed that if the-enemv adopts the technique of concentrated fire of
four or more guns it will be effective, and thismay be expected when larger and
better organized,units of eneay artillery are encountered.

6. It has been noted that in an arsored and/or motorized attack against
an enemy position the enemy machine gun and small erms fire has been high. In
repeated instances, had the enemy lowered their fire, it would have been quite
effective. In one particular, against %tons in reconnaissance units, practically
all fire was on & plane about 1} feet avove the drivers head - redio antennas
have been comsistently shot off at that height, but the occupants have not been
hit.
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6., In action against enemy oave, dugout and pillbox installationse, the
field of fire of these installations in most casos, were quite limited and not
effective to cover all possible routes of approach.

7. This organization, though prinarily organized for the operation
against and destruction of enemy armored vehicles,(engaged only one Jap mediun
tank (station - ZIg - Zag Fase)}in the entire campaign. 8 date, we have !
been unnBIé to draw any conclugions on the eaplgyment of the Japanese Armored Fppoe.|

8. During reoonnaiacanoe nissions, this organization has had much contact
with both organized guerrilla units and civilians in forward ereas. It has been
foud that reliability and credence of information from these sources was entire-
1y dependent on netional feeling, intelligence and locality of the individuals.
In mveral instances, reconnaissance units havobeen piven information wheih
was false. The most donsistent falsc reports from civiliems were given in the
Concepcion - Magalang - Angeles ar & of centrnl Luzon. The employment of one
or two intelligent formesr Fidipino scouts or army men who could question civilians
end gubrrillas was “ound to be the moet effective means of getting fairly re-
lietle informetion. It has been noted thet the Filipinos generalizd and specific
irformation as to time, plece und rumber can not be gzivem much éredence unless
confirmed by six or more individuale without prior contact witheach other.

9. Enemy Intelligence

The only fact of enem ihtelligence which has been noted wae that the
enemy identified the type of our reconnaissance unit - and this information had
been dissemirated to the enemy rear areas prior to the approach of our forces,
The Reconnaissance Company of this battalion was idertified as an "armored
réconnaissance force operatingz several niles in fromt of the enemy infantry".
Thie statement was taken from & captured ememy dooument covering the period of
our advance from Lingayen to Capas, .
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ENEXY AND 640TH TD BN LOSSES M-l OPERATION
LUZON P.I. 9 JAN 45 to 19 MAR 45

. ENEXY LOSSES
The following is a list of enemy equipment destroyed or damaged, and
| casualties infliocted upon the enemy: .

DESTRO“ED

@ 1 90U Gun 2
ﬂ Snell Fuel Dump 1 764 Gun (1 iobile AA Mt) 5
| Truck 1 4717 Anti-tank 2
| Truck, ges 1 ST , 3
I Yortar 1 4001 5
' 6~inch Mortar P 200 13
Sampan 1 20t (Twin) 3
7.73achine Gun 1 S5-inch Gun 2
Ration Yump 1 liechine “un Nest 13
Hvy. .50 Cal. lachine Gun 1 Light iechine Guns 6
‘ Twin Barrel bachine “un 1 Machine Guns 15
h, Caves 30 Amunition Dumps 5
Pillboxes 47
‘ Bunkers 3 Damaged
[ Huts 15 Truck | 1
Enemy Lilled in 4ction 506
Enemy Probably Killed in iiction 250 -
- Prisoner's of Yar 5

640TH TD BW LOSSES

Hlaeagis,
Hd3IY

* The followiﬁg is a list of casualties to battalion ien and equipment:

YR st g

1 M-10 ‘ank Destroyer,complete with all equipment lost in Agno River,

2 M=10 Tank Destroyers damaged by enemy land mines. At the close of
campalgn one only has been made serviceable,

1 CAU (M-20) destroyed by enemy land mine. 411 e quipument saved.

1 £ ton truck destroyed by enemy action. “11 equipment lost.

1 13 ton 6x6 Destroyed by enemy land mine,

=

ST g

S3ALHOY¥Y TIYNOT1IVYN IHL v a3dnago

Personnel Killed in Action 7
Wounded in Action 42
l{issing in Action 0
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. HEADQUARTERS LOTH INFAMTRY DIVISION
' Ofﬁ.ce of the Cormanding General .
aFOLO L - RB/rav
4_ | | h March L5
SUBJECT s Commendation. , S
' - TO : Commanding Officer, 6h0bh Tank Destroyer Battalion. o
THROUGH Comand:l.ng General, v CQrps. :

1. The 6L0th Tank Destroyer Bat'ce.'.L.cn Tas attached to the
Lhoth Infantry Division during the pariod 2 Japuary to 1 February
1945 in the amphibiocus asscnli landing et LINGAYEN BEACH, the ad-
vance on BaMBAY¥, and subsequent action in tho BAMBAM ~ FOLT STOTw
SENBURG area. Company B, 6L0th Tank Daatrorr Battalion was attached
from 1 February to 1 Maxch 19h5.

r The Battalion exhibited high performance of duty in the

advance on BAMBAM znd subsequent operation.against the enemy in strong.

fortified positions. Flatoon and individual tank destroyers partici-
" pated daily in action against pillboxes, caves and other ensmy -
positionse Drivers exhibited a high degree of skill in operating
their vehlcles over terrain that was particularly difficult for
ernor and frequently in areas that were mined, Comandeis of tank
destroyers were bold and aggressive in emplacing their vehicles
vhere the utmost effects could be obtained from dirsct fire. The
spirit of cooperation vas evident on the part of all persomnel and
especially in the use of tank destroyers for cvacuation purposes of
munded fron fireswept areas, .

. 3, The Reconnaissance Company consisterrtly reconnoitered far
in advance of our lines to engage the enemy and obtained information
that was.of great valus in determining enany dispositions and strengthe.

Lo Company B, vhile operating independently from the Battalion,
performed in an exemplary manner, Its high performance ¢f duty rc-
flects able leadership and high czliber of personncl.

S5« I commend highly and express my appreciation of the service
rendered by the 640th Tank Bestroyer Battalion.

S Brush
/1
Major General, USA
Commanding.




1tr Hq LOth In.t‘antry Division, A.PO ho, dated h March 19&5, sub:lcct;
; cmendation. :

4 _330.13 st Inﬂ.
HEDQUARTERS v coars, APO # 153, 18 March 19&5.

T0: Commanding Oi'f:.ccr, 6LCth Tank Dcs’c.royer Bat'balion, APO 0.
('I‘HRU- Cormending Genoral, XI Corps, APO h71)

I am pleased o notc and’ transmi'b ‘this letter df c°menda.tion
£rcm the Commandmg Goncral, hOth Infantry D:.vis...on, APO hO.

/8/ 0. e Gl‘iSWOld >
- . - _ S ‘ ‘Major General, Ue Se Army,
o . . . . ‘.‘ . . . ; . comandjng
AG 201.2 (L Mar LS) C 2a Ind, )
HADQULRTERS XT CORFS, AP0 LTL, 23 March 19USe

TO: Commanding Officer, 6LOth Tank Destroyer Batt:lion, iPO 75.

It is a pleasure to receive and forward this canmeudati.on
end add my apprecigtion for tho superior manner in which the officers
"and men of your command pcrfomed in this ass:.gmncnt. _

I
.

/s‘/ DG By el

BT S f8/  Ce Py HALL
o 2 R = . Major Gcmeral, U. Se Ay
. Inf copy~ - AR : . L
. GG, Sixth hArmy: o7 L . . .
: ) ;:“: 4 - . ¥
A TRUE COPY: T d S PR A

_ 2 / / 77 2
~ LNI‘HONI Ve /cAVINA

cwWo, TD °
hAdjutanty 6hcn—,h TD Bn.
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]' : *©  HEAIQUARTERS 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION /o
. ~ O:Z'i‘.we of the JSommnrding Genera..l. .
]-_ o : "APO.ZOJ. o
. AG 201.22 . " ot I AU S S SR 13 March 1945_ . ‘
- SUBJECT: Ba.ttle Commendation. .
j T0 COmmanding Goneral, XIV COrpa, APO 45'3. ’
1. The 640th Tank Destroyar B'a.ttaliozi (less Companiés "B™ and ‘*
, "Ci) was attached to the lst Cavalry Division from 31 January to 12 March :
. 1945, During that period, elements of the Battalion participated in the
cperations of the Division with distinction and great success, from
Guimbae, through the seizure of Cabanatuan, Santa Maria, Novaliches, &and
, Grace Park, to the difficult attacks in ihe New Manila, San-Juan, Santa
Ana and Malate areas, and in the final assaulls on the enemy entrench-
ments in Harrison Park and the area norih to the dock area. Thereafter, ‘
f although foreign to their normal employmenu, tank destroyers served - -
| ‘admirably and effactively in supporting the division in its assaults on
2 the enemy positions in the hills securing Ant:.polc. ‘ '
f 2. Throughout the period, the high spirit and high sta'be of
E efficiency, exhibited in an anxiely to render the maximum of supporting
assistance to the combat elements, was particularly noticeable and
gratifying, and in every phase of their employment the character of the
] support furnished was cf high order and valuable in contributing to the -
, successes attained by j:ha Division. - R
l . 3. It is requested that ths appreéiati.on and ‘commendation of . s
{ - the lst Cavalry Division be communicated to the Battalion.
] T " '/s/ Hugh Hoffman
_ HUGH HOFFMAN,
_ Brigadier General, U, S. Army,
! cmndingc ' ’ s
| |
. 3 E . .
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Ltr Hq 1st Cavalry Divis10n, APO 201, dated 13 March 1945,‘Subdect: Battle
Cormendation ’ :

2633003 g . 1st ind'.

Y-
mmumms xIv conPs, APO # 45’3, 22 March 1945.

TO0: Cormanding Oi'ficer, 640th Tank Destroyer ﬁattal:!.om '
(THRU. Cormanding General, XI Corns, AP0 4T1),

A}

Iem pPleased to note and tranemit this letter of comenda'bion from

" the Cormanding General, 1st Cavalry Division, APO 201,

L . /s/ 0. W. Griswold
e T 0. W. GRISWOLD, -
Major General, U, S. Army,
Commanding,. .

i

AG 201.2 (13 Mar 45) G 2d Ind

'mmumms XI GORPS, 4P0 a1, 29 March 1985,

TO @ 00manding Ofi‘icer, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion, APO 75,

THRU: Cormanding Ofi‘icer, 13th A.rmored Group, APO T4.

It is m.th pleasure that I forward this comendat:.on udding thereto

,my appreciation for the excellent support furnished by your unit while

serving under this comme.nd.

/g/ G. P. Hall.

L < . . "G. P. HALL,
s : ’ ‘ Major General, U. S Army,
Comeanding,
AG 201.22 (13 Mar 45) " 34 Ind, e e

HEADQUAR‘I‘ERS 13th Armored Group, APO 74, 4 April 1945

T cqmmanding 0£ficer, 640th Tank Destroyer Bn, APO 75 ‘

THRU.' Commanding Genaral, Eigh‘bh Army, AFQ 343

T I gives me pleasura to forward this oomendation to your
battalion.- .

S o R /8/ Joseph L. Dark
: S JOSEPH L. DARK
R A Lt. Gol., Inf,

!




, IO ¢ Gamandi.ng Oﬁ’icer, 640‘&11 Tank Destroyer Battalion, A.PO 321.

: -nf the 640th '.l‘ank Destroyer Eattalion. .

Suh.'lect- . nBa‘ttle COI' - nda‘i‘.:.an. . . ’ ' .' _ ‘) ,
“AG 330.13 (D) 'f 4-l;h Ind. E ERAE
(13 Yer 45) - - :

HEANUARTERS EIGHTH ARlﬂ', United Sta‘bes Amy, APO 343, 11 A,pril 1945. Lo

‘THRU: - Gommanding General, x Gorps, APO 310.

S & is a pleasure to add my gra‘bii‘ica‘bion and apprecia'tion to this
_recognition of the excellent perfOrmance of’ duty by the officers and men

/l/ R. L. Eichelberger

st .7 .7 o .y.--e  Re L., EICKELPERGER,
T : o v R Lieutenant General, USA,
Comanding.
AG 201,22 - G . Sth Ind.
(13 Yar 45) ‘ ‘ ‘ . = 3
HEADQUARTERS X GORPS, APO 310, 23 April 1945. - ' _ P

TO: Cmnd:.ng Officer, 640th Tank Destroyer Bettalion, APO 321.
It is with pleasure that I note and fomrd this recogn:.tion of the ' ¥

excellent performance of duty of the off* cers a.nd men of the 640th
‘Tank Destroyer Battalion. ’

/s/ F. C. Sivert

. S F. C. SIBERT
: T Maj Gen, USA )
: . ’ Commanding
*'201,22 E-R - 6th Ind - | '
(13 Mar 45) ' | .

* H) 31ST IWFANTRY DIVISION, APO 31, 30 April 1945
TO: Commanding Officer, 64-01:11 Tank Destroyer Battalion.

It is gratifying to note and forward this comnendat;.on, which evinces
a high state of combat eff:.c:.ency in your cormand.

LX)

/8/ Clarence A, Martin
CLARENCE A. MARTIN
Major General, U. S. Amy,

4 CERTIFIED TRUE COFY Cormanding

L,é(m///L(WL

ANTHONY W. SAVENA
CWO UsA
4sst. Adj., 640th TD Bn.




CONFIDEN TIAL

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY
office of the Commanding General
APQ 343
AG 330,13 (FB) . | 24 12y 2945
SUBJECT: Commendation | ' |

THRU: Commanding General, X Corpsg APO 310

| TO: Conmﬁnding General -

24+h Infantry Division
APO 24 . '

The lightning ad¥ance across Mindanao and the courageous fighting
in the Daveo area have added new laurels io the already distinguished
record of the 24th Infantry Division. The courage and skill of officers
and men defeated a determined enemy on ground of his own choosing and
has opened the way to a rapid completion of the destruction of Japanese
forces oft Mindanso, My warmest congratulations to the 24th Infantry '
division upon the 2ttainment of this-objectives o :

»
e

Js/ Rs L. Edchelberges
R. L. EICHELBERGER -
Liocutenant General, USA,
Commanding

201,22 = F " 1st Ind,
- (24 Wy 45) -
HEADQUARTERS X CORPS, APO 310, 30 1@y 1945.

T0: Commanding General, 24th Infantry Division, APO 24e

It gives me great pleasure to add oy personal commendation to
that of the Army commander for the outstanding performance of all.’
schelons of your commande

c-t

/8/ F. Ca Sibert
F, C. SIBERT
Maj Gen, USA
Commanding

-b-
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Ge2nz2 oA ede. o
HEADQUARTERS 24TH TNFANTRY DIYIS_ION , APO 24, 4 June 1945
20: Distribubicn'®A®. . . - o

1 am pleased and proud to receive these comments of the Army and’
. Corps Commanders on the perforrance of this Division. The record of this
operation so far reflects credit on every officer and man of the commande
In the completion of 2ur mission, I feel confident that you will show the -
‘same drive and determinmation. = ° . : : T

\- ,.:" . .".\ T e

ot 7 i [sf R.B. Woodrulf
o ... . “ : o . Ro B. WOODRWF, .
IS “@Jor General, U. S« Aroy,
o : e SOEADA IR, -

CwWo ,
Assistant Adjutant

I it
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~.. HEADQUARTERS 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION
 :0ffice of The Commanding General

;’-;2 J'uly::45.:,

Congr'atulatory Message, e

O'nganic and attached unrbs. ML

SN 1. The Coros Commander has transmtted uhe following congratulatory
; jmessage from the Commandmg Gene'cal E:Lghth Army; L

"PLEASE EXTEND TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF YOUR COMMAND MY
“"HEARTIEST CONGRATUIATIONS ON THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION CF,
“THE MISSION ASSIGNED FCR V-5. DESPITE DIFFICULT ‘TERRAIN
“BAD WEATHER, THE COMPAIGN PROGRESSED AT A.RAPI.DJBATE AND %2
THE OFFICERS AND MET BY THEIR JVIGC)ROUS 'PROSECUTION CF COMBA'I'

. and
i R express ‘my own appreciation for the exceptionally fne job that has bes
" done, I desire that this message be brought. to the attention"of _a11 'df.‘ﬁ.
- cers and men of yov’ 7 command. . .

S -+~ "7 R, B, WOODRWFF ~ -=.i&."
: : o W ' - NajJor General, U. S, Army, ‘
S . . 'v . Command...ng .
A TRUE COPY: o : e
yE /P .
/./W—/;&Z 2 _
AIOIS F, ME
1st Lt, TD
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S ‘ Office of .Commanding Officer
Classification cancelied op AFO ¢ 159 : -
changed to Ve or
by authority

"g é. ﬁlghth Army-
—L%:‘.W,ngcw Clopt Sry-C
(Date) Zana and 6ra &éirsIJOPERAIION

The Battalion was relieved of its combat missions of the
0 operation on 20 March 1945 and all elements assembled at
the Wack-Wack Country Club, near MANILA, for staging for sub-
sequent operation.

: During the period 20 March 1545 and 30 March 1945 while
in this staging area, all elements of the Battalion were en-
gaged in preperations for a combat mission. All equipment was
thoroughly checked, and all shortages possible were received.
Track on 705 of the M10 Tank Destroyers was replaced,

As the Battalion had been in combat constantly since land-
ing at LINGAYEN BEACH 9 January 1945 until 20 March 1945, it was
extremely difficult to attend to the maintenance necessary on
the armored equipment. Spare parts, and parts necessary to put
the armored vehicles in combat readiness were difficult to ob-
tain. The Battalion left LUZON with no spare parts for the 310
Tank Destroyers and the armored cars., All possible effort was
made to obtain these before leaving, but the ordnance was unable

to £ill the requistions.

Upon arrival at MINDORO, P.I. on L April 1945, the 640th
Tank Destroyer Battalion passed from control of the 6th Army to
the 8th Amny and was attached to the 2ith Infantrg Division for
further staging and movement to MINDANAO for the Victory V

operation. : :

At the staging area on MINDORO we were able to proceed
with necessary maintenance and re-supply. More track was

2 August 1945

T T

a32nQ0¥d3Y

received here and all track laying vehicles were made operativs, ? 3

Here, as before, critical parts for amored vehicles were not ¥

available, . . ' Am

. , .

* : At this arca the Battalion conducted driving schools and >
test fired the 3 inch, 37 MM, 2.36 Rocket Launchers and machine §

gulsSe z

2

va before leaving LULON the Battalion recelved the first

issus of smoke shells (H.C.) for the 3" gun, Test firing was
conducted with the ammunition on XINDORO and found it unsatis-
factory for use —- apparently the charge for this shell was re-
duced and the ranges were erratic. The reduced charge failed to

open the automatic breech of the 3" gun K7,

On 11 April 1945, "C* Company, 1 platoon of Reconnaisance
Company and S=2 section from Beadquarters were alerted to ac-
company the combat echelons of the 2Lth Division for the am-
phibious landing on MINDANAO., -The remainder of the Battalion
was designated as Division reserve and remained at MINDORO to
accompany the rear echelon of the 24th Division to arrive at

P JMINDANAO on R plus 10 days.

Rl e
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The advanced echelon, consisting of Company "C", one

Recomnaisance platoon and the S-2 section of Battalion Headqua.:\-'

ters arrived at MINDANAO on 20 April 1945 and went into a
bivouac at PARANG, MINDANAO, P.I., coordinates (7l.L4 = 92.8)
Map Island of MINDANAO 1350,000 POLLOC HARBOR quadrant, and was
attached to X Corps. : : '

On 25 April 1945, the advance echelon was relieved “from

attachment %0 I Corps and was attached to 31st Infentry Division,
-This element was assigned the mission for the defense of the -
south half of the PARANG perimeter. Guards consisting of 6 men
‘sach were placed on the first L bridges south of the town of
PARANG. Two road blocks were placed on roads south and east of
PARANG. In addition to road blocks established, motorized patrols
were established to patrol 3000 yards beyond each road block.

The Battalion less Campany "C", one Reconneissance plagoon,
and the S-2 section, left MINDORO, 2l April 1945, boated in
ISTs, and arrived at PARANG, ISLAND OF MINDANAO on 28 April 1945,
Upon arrival at PARANG, these elements were relieved of attach-
ment to the 2ith Infantry Division and attached to the X Corpe.
RC" Company reverted to Battalion control, but remained on
mission of bridge guard and road block as assigned by the 31st
Infantry Division., The Battalion was in bivouac area at PARANG.

On 1 May 1945 the entire Battalion was assigned the
security of the south PARANG area with the following missions:
-le -Place guards on all bridges between and including
the bridges over the NITUAN and SIMUAY rivers. (Total of 7)
2. Place road block at coordinates 80 - 93 Map Island of
MINDANAO, POLLOC HARBOR quadrant.
« Establish out post at 7h.h - 92080
Remainder of Battalion in reserve.

8 May 1945, Company "B" with one Reconnaissance platoon and
Battalion S-2- gection attached left the PARANG area for DAVAO
area by land and water movement. Remainder of Battalion con-
timed assigned mission of south PARANG area. 4

WB" Company and attachments arrived at TALGMO 1500, 10
Mgy 1945, and were attached to 2l4th Infantry Division,

‘ On 12 Mgy 1945, lst platoon Company "B* was attached to
lst Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment offering direct fire
support for the advance of the infantry in vicinity of BANGAL.
Fired very successfully at pillboxes, caves and machine gun
nest. -

13th May 1945, 3rd platoon attached to lst Battalion,
34th Infantry Regiment in the same general area. Enemy caves,
huts, machine gun nests and mortars were talken under fire.
WB" Campany with attachments remained attached to the 2lth
Infantry Divi¥ten, The three'days were all the platoons were
-active until the remainder of the Battalion minus "C" Company
arrived at TALOKO, .

The Battalion minus "B" Company and attachments remained at

. PARANG with the mission of security of the south PARANG area
until relieved on 23 May 1945 for movement to the TALOMO area.

On 16 Mgy 1945, two platoons of Reconnaissance Company were
attached to the 1624 Infantry Regiment and moved to DIGOS to be -
used as road patrol. One platoon patrolled from DIGOS to TALOMO,
one platoon from DIGOS to FORT PICKET. These patrols made no
contacts. The difficulties experienced here were that the
vehicles were on the road constantly during daylight hours, and
maintenance of vehicles was extremely difficult. As a result
_ the life of the vehicles was greatly reduced.
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" The remainder of Recomnaissance C remained
Battalion at PARANG. ance Lompany Tith the

Headquarters, Headquarters Company, "A" Company and
Reconnaissance Company less three Heconnaissance platoons left

PARANG by water and land movement on 25 May 1545. The over-
land convoy -of light vehicles left PARANG at 0825

consgisting
hours on 25 May 1945 and arrived at TAICMO at 1510 on the 26th,
The road from PARANG to TALOMO was very poor, but all vehicles

a semi-permanent bivouac area in vicinity of TALOMO, “C"
g::puw mained at PARANG awaiting shipment to join the

. Upon arrival in the DAVAO area, the Battalion less Récon-

naissance platoons with the 162d Infantry Regiment at DIGOS,

wags attached to the 2Lth Infantry Division, and "B® C
reverted to Battalion control. 7 : ’ h ey

From the periocd 26 Mzy to 30 May the only elements of the

Battalion active were the two Reconnaissance platoons and one
latoon of Company “"B" with a Reconnaissance platoon attached.

he Tank Destroyer platoon with the Reconnaissance on
attached worked with the 2lst Infantry Regiment in area north
of BANCAL. They were used for direct fire support of the in-
fantry elements. On 30 May 1945 the Tank Destroyer platoon

ard Recomnaissance platoon with the 2lst Infantry Regiment re-
verted to Battalion control and joined their parent organiza-

tions at TALONO,

On 6 June 1945 the third platoon of Company "A" with cne
Reconnaissance platoon attached were attached to the 19th
Infantry Regiment and »moved from TALCMO to PANCAN by LCMs.

" From 6 June 1945 until the close of the V-5 operation, the
Battalion furnished one Tank Destroyer platoon to each of the
Division's Infantry Regiments, Here as before they were used for

direct fire support.

At the close of the operations the iwo Recomnaissance
platoons were still -at PICKET on routine road patrol.

For daily operations of the platoons, see attached S-2
anxd S=3 daily reports. _

OBSERVATIONS

" Direct fire fram the 3 inch gun proved very effective for
assigned missions during the campaign. The high velocity shell
made it especially adaptable for the destruction of caves, pill
boxes, and gun implacements.

. The terrain encountered during the operation was not at all
suitable for our operation. The thick vegatation made obser—
vation very difficult and the M10's were vulnerable to Japanese

ambushes.

It was the practice throughout the operation to attach
one Tank Destroyer platoon to an Infantry Regiment. Since the
distance involved in this operation was not so great, supply
and maintenance did not present such a problem as in previous
operations. The platoons could be changed often, therby
giving them a chance to return to the Battalion for resupply
maintenance. Cooperation received from the Regiments of

and
the 2ith Division was excellent.
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Tﬁe Battalion was not always able to give maximumn support
dus to adverse terrain conditions. Bridges were weak and -
streams not fordable.. '

No indirect fire missions were given the Battalion or
individual companies during the entire operation. ,

AMMUNITION

On operations calling for close support of ths infantry
the undt of fire for Tank Destroyers should be increased. At
least 80% of the 3" ammumition should be H.E. Very little use
was found for the ammor piercing shell dwring this operation.
W. P. smoke was not available, however it is felt that this
- type of ammunition would have been very valuable against o
targets encountered, : L .

COMMUNICATION

The organic communications of the Battalion proved quite
adequate. The 610 and 608 radios worked very well. Spare
transmitters and receivers should be carried by each platoon
as repair on the spot is not alwzys possible,

The supported infantry must furnish communication between
them and the Tank Destroyer platoon. The organic Table of
" Equipment allowances in the platoon does not provide sufficient
radios for this connection. The normal practice was for the
infantry elements to place a 300 radio and operator with the
_...platoon during active operations. .

. — ——— T e [ LA S i et







CFFICERS' ROSTER
(As of 1 January 1945)

RARK NAME ASN ASGMr
STAFF C(FFICERS
It col Cornaby, leslie H. 0-24560/ Bn Comdr
B jor lamont, walter s. 0-271326 Bx 0
Wwjor Dalley, Frank J. 0-397520 5=3
capt BEmery, Joseph S. 0-451591 S5=2
Capt Wampler, Oliver N., Jr. 0-303824 - S~
1st It Bass, Claude W. 0=42522, S=1
HBADQUARTERS COMPANY
Capt Pearson, Sam C., Jr. 0-370001 Mtr O
1st Lt Senften, leo H. 0-326141 co
1st Lt Neslage, Jack O. 0-341357 Ex O
1st Lt » Bemard K. 0-329642 LnOo#1
24 1t Hanks, pavid C. 0-1826195 Com 0
Ccwo Savina, Anthony W. W-2110843 Pers ¢
WOJG Jensen, besmond D. W-2132644 Asst Mtr 0
RA® COMPANY
1st Lt Noren, Elmer D. 0-328389 co
1st Lt Linstramberg, Norman J. 0-399008 Plat Idr
24 Lt Thompson, Leonard A. 0-1822212 Plat Idr
24 Lt Wagner, Richard F. 0-1822344 Hq Plat 1dr
"B COMPANY
capt Aufrenc, Clarance W. 0-386192 co
st Lt carr, Joseph G. 0-1306977 Plat 1dr
1lst It Hunt, pailey v. 0-366131 Plat Idr
1st It Pokigo, Francis, J. 0-1168034 Plat 1dr
1st Lt Scheuy, Norman B. 0-1823354 Plat 1dr
RC® COMPANY
.Capt Johnson, Blaine H. 0-423614 6
1st Lt Ayers, John H. 0-360145 Plat 1dr
1st It carlson, Arthur B., Jr. 0-416955 Plat ldr
24 It Allen, Ray F. 0-1822507 Hq Plat Ldr
RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY
| 1st It Partridge, Robert D, 0-37038 co
st It Allsup, Rupert K. 0-426908 Bx 0
1st It St. Pierre, George L. 0-1173475 Plat ldr
1st Lt Xaye, Alexander 0-1823307 Plat 1d4r
.2 It Remington, Roland L. 0-1824083 Plat 1dr
24 Lt Corder, Lewis K, 0-1824282 Plat 1d4r
. MEDICAL DETACHMENT
capt Hartman, Alexander §. 0-1697638 CO & Bn Surgeon
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| QFFICERS' ROSTER

L (As of 31 March 1945)
RARK NAME ASN ASGMT -
AFF (FFICERS
It col Cornaby, Leslie H. 0-245604 Bn Comdr
W jor lamont, Walter S. 0-271326 Bx 0
Major Dalley, Frank J. 0-397520 S=3
capt Bmery, Joseph S. O=%51591 S==
Capt Wampler, Oliver K., Jr. 0-303824 S=4
1st It Hass, Claude W. 0-425224 S-1
EEADQUARTERS COMPANY
capt Senften, 180 H. 0-326141 co
capt Pearson, sam C., Jr. 0-370001 ¥r 0
1st It Neslage, Jack O. 0-341357 Bx ©
1st It Milnamow, Bermard M. 0329642 Ino#1
1st Lt Meiners, Alois F. 0-1822895 Inc¥§ 2
2 1t Wagner, Richard F. 0-1822344 Trans O
24 It Hanks, David C. 0-1826195 Com O
C¥o Savina, Anthony W. W-2110843 Pers ¢
WJG Jensen, Desmond D. W-2132644 Asst Mtr O
. naAR COMPANY
capt Norem, Elmer D. 0-328389 co
1st It Linstramberg, Norman J. 0-399008 Plat 1d4r
24 It Fox, Richard E. 0-1822126 Plat ldr
2 Lt Gargiulo, Victor A. 0-182,3168 B 0
L0
"B" COMPANY °3
Capt Aufrenc, Clarance ¥. 0-386192 co e
1st It Hunt, Bailey v. 0-366131 Plat Ldr S o
1st Lt Pokigo, Frencis J. 0-11£68034 Plat Ldr - ©
24 1t Corder, Lewis K. 0-1824282 Bx 0 -]
2 Lt Glamann, Henry W., Jr. 0-532012 Plat Idr -
24 1t Erickson, lawrence V. Unknown Plat ldr T .
N
%C® COMPANY Z
.capt Johnson, Blaine H. 0-423614 co o
1st It Ayers, John H. 0-360145 Plat Ldr zg
1st It carlson, Arthur B., Jr. 0-416955 Plat Idr ~§
ist It Scheuy, Norman B. 0-1823354 Plat ldr 9 §
24 1t McDonald, willis ¥. 0-1826354 Ex 0 T
RECONNATSSANCE COMPANY o
capt Partridge, Robert p. 0-370382 ce
ist It St. Pierre, George L. 0=1173475 Ren Plat ldr
1st It Kaye, Alexander 0-1823307 Ren Plat Idr
1st Lt Allen, Ray F. 0-1822507 Ren Plat Idr
1st It Remington, Roland L. 0-182/083 Ren Flat igr
1lst Lt Little, williar E. 0-1826160 Ex O
2d It Knight, Howard D. Unknown Ron.Plit Idr
MEDICAL DETACHMENT
capt Hartman, Alexander S. : 0-1697638 CO & Bn Surgeon







HEADQUARTERS 640TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
O0ffice of the Commanding officer

Headguarters:

APO # 159

Q sz(zusf /7'7[~5

ROSTER OF OFF ICERS

~

Lt Col CORNABY, LESLIE H. O- 245 604 Bn GO
Major DALLEY, FRANK J. O- 397520 BxO
Kajor EMERY, JOSEPH S. 0= 451 591 s=3
Captain WAMPLER, OLIVER N., JR. O- 303 824 S=4
Captain JOHNSON, BLAINE H, 0- 423 614 5=2
1st Lt MEINERS, ALO1S F. 0=-1 822 895 S=1
1st Lt KAYE, ALEXANDER 0-1 823 307 TDY US
Headquarters Company:
Captain SENFTEN, LEO H. 0= 326 141 co
Ceptain PEARSON, SAL C., JR. 0- 370 001  Mtr 0
1st Lt NESLAGE, JACK O, 0- 341 357 In 041
1st Lt WAGHER, RICHARD F, 0-1 822 344 Ex O
lst Lt GARGIULO, VICTOR A. 0-1 824 168 Commi O
cwWo SAVDIA, ANTHONY W. W-2 110 843 Pers 0
WOJG JENSEN, DESKOND D. W=2 132 644 Asst Mr 0
"A" Campany: ,
1st Lt FOX, RICHARD E. 0-1 822 126 o oF
1st Lt GLAMANN, HENRY W. 0= 532 012 Plat Ldr - OF
lst Lt RICHARDSON, ROBERT E. 0=-1 825 491 Plat Ldr @ 2F
24 Lt CHAPUAN, EUGENE L. 02007 779 Exo0 . CE
SO
"B" Company: 14
2E
ist Lt POKIGO, FRANCIS J. 0-1 168 034  ©o L LE
1st Lt DI‘J-II.., P. Oey JR. 0-1 825 947 Plat Ldr ¢ ZE
24 Lt ERICKSON, LAWRENGCE V. O=- (Unknown) Ex © i 25
24 Lt SHARP, WILLIAK G., JR. 0=1 319 505 Plat Ldr - 22
238 Lt GREER, LAURENCE E. 0= 541 531 Plat Ldr Z%
. 4 -
Reconnaiésanco Company:
Captain PARTRIDGE, ROBERT D. o- 370 382 co
15? Lt LITTLE, WILLIAM E. 0-1 826 160 Ex O
1st Lt ST. PIERRE, GEORGE L. 0-1 173 475 Plat Ldr
1st Lt REMINGTON, ROLAND L. 0-1 824 083 TDY US
1st Lt ALLEN, RAY F. 0=-1 822 507 TDY US
“G" -Gampany; - 7
1
1st Lt AYERS, JOHN H, . 0~ 360145  ©O 2k
1st Lt - BCHEUY, NORMAN B, 0-182335 Ex 0 =z
lst Lt HANKS, DAVID C. 0-1 826 195  Plat Ldr  Of
1lst Lt McDONALD, WILLIS W. 0-1 826 354 Plat Ldr
2d Lt WATERS, BANKSTON 0= 556 415 Plat Ldr
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; HEADQUARTERS 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION /omm
IR 02fics of the J:mmerdlug General
AP 0. 201

AG 201.22 ... o 13 March 1945

SUBJECT: Bettle Commendation.

TQ : commanding General, XIV' Corpa, APO 453.

S

l.T The 640th Tank“Destroyer Battalion (lees Companies "B" and .
"C") was atthched %o the lst Cavalry Division from 31 January to 12 March
1945. During that period, elements of the Battalion participated in the
cperations of the Division with distinction and great success, from
Guimba, through tha seizura of Cabanatuan, Santa Maria, Novaliches, &nd

Grace Park,- te the difficult attacks in the New Manila, San-Juan, Senta . ... ... ...

‘.. Ana and Malate areas; and in the: firal @ssaults on the enemy entrench=

" ments.in Harriaon Park and the -area norih'to the dock area. - " Thereafter,

'.although foreign to their normal erployment, _teank destroyers served S S
edm;rably and .effestively in supporting-the: divis;on in ite assaults on L e

-a¢the enemy pob;tions in the hilla securing Antipolo.y‘ " sl A e

|....»~| 2

'2?'" @ Throughout the period, the h...gh spirit and high state of

L effzciency, exhib;ted in an anxiety.to render. the maximum of supporting»' |
. assistance td the combat elements, was pariicularly noticeable and

- successes attained by the Division.-

gratifying, and in every phase of their employmen’ the character of tne.
support furnished was of high order and valuable in contributing to the

3. ‘It is requested that the appreclation nnd commendation of
the 1st Cavalry Division be communicated.to the Battalion.

/8/ Hugh Hoffman
HUGH HOFFMAN,
Brigedier General, U. S, Army,
" Commanding,.







Lir Hq 1lst Cavalry Division, APO 201, dated 13 March 1945, Subjeot: Battle
Commendation

AG 330,13 | 1st Ind,
Y-M | -
HEADQUARTERS XIV CORPS, APO # 453, 22 March 1945,
TO: Commanding Officer, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion.
(THRU: Cormancing General, XI Corps, APO 471),

I am ﬁieaéed to note and transmit this letter of commendation from
the Cormanding General, lst Cavalry Division, APO 201,

/8/ 0. W. Griswold
0. W. GRISWOLD,
Major General, U. S. Army,

o Commanding.
S

AG 201.2 (13‘Mar 45) ¢ - - jf 2d Ind
AHEADQUARTERSIAI CORPS, AFO 471, 29 Maroh 1945.,
'*4;1TO"':“ Gommanding Officer, 64oth Tank Deetroyer Battalion, APO 75.

e g te T T

THRU: - Commanding Offioer, 13th Armored Group, APO 74.

RN Tt i w:th pleasure that T forward this oommendation adding thereto
my appreciation for the excellent support furnished by your unit while
serving undeﬁ thia oammand. - I T _ .

PR T

Ce /s/ ¢: P Hall
; ‘ . . . C. P, .HALL, o
Major General, U. S. Army,
‘ Commanding.

-* AG 201,22 (13 Mar 45) . :. + . 3d Inds 77 '
HEADQUARTERS 13th Armored Group, APO 74, 4 April 1945
i0 : GCommanding Officer, 640th Tank"Destroyer'Bn, APO 75?
THRU: Commanding Gensral, Eighth-Army, APO 343
o ‘.It gives me pleasuro to forward this commendation to your

P Y

/s/ Joseph L. Dark
- JOSEPH L. DARK.
Commanding






Ty &2
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I
4G 201.22 - ¢ l o Sth Ind.

Subject: "Battle Cormondation."

AG 330,13 (1) 4%n Tad,
(13 Mar 45)
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY, United States Army, APO 343, 1l April 1945,

!
THRU: Commanding General, X Corps, APO 310.
TO Commanding 0fficer, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion, APO 321,

It is a pleasure to add my gratification and appreciation to this
recognition of the excellent performance of duty by the officers and men
of the 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

| .
3 /s/ R. L. Eichelberger

' R. L. EICHELBERGER,
Lieutenant General, USA,
Cormanding,.

Vi

(13 Mar 45) -
HEADQUARTERS X CORPS, APO 310, 23 April 1945.

‘f'TO Commanding Officer, 640th Tank~ Destroyer Battalion, APO 321._f—;_ o

SR )
It is with pleaaure that I note and forward this reoogn;tion of tho

- .. excellent pe, rformance of duty of the officers and men of the 64oth
,-_,Tank Destroyer Battalion.d”,;;,v S :

o = .« [/s/ F. C. Sibert -

o o . Maj Gen, USA
. S " Commanding
201.22 E=R . , - 6th Ind
(13 Mar 45);

H 31sT INFANTRY DIVISION, APO 31, 30 April 1945,
TO: Commanding Officer, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalien.

It is gratifying to note and forward this commendation, which evinces
a high state of combat effioiency in your command,

/8/ Clarence A, Martin
CLARENCE A. MARTIN
Major General, U. S. Army,
A CERTIFIED TRUE GOFY Cormanding

L AT b4// a4

ANTHONY W,
Cwo - USA

... hsst. Adj., H40th TD Bn,
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THE LUZON CAMPAIGN 139

a lane of enemy fire, gallanty dashed to his side to
administer first aid and remove him to safety. Before
he could reach his wounded comrade, he himself
received a painful wound and fell close to the other
soldier. Although directly exposed to enemy fire
and bleeding profusely, he refused medical aid until
his comrade had been cared for first.  General
Mudge, always closely concerned with the activities
of the front line troops, had witnessed Pittman's
gallant act. Without hesitation, the general ran
through the enemy fire to the wounded man and
signalled for personnel to come forward and remove
himeyAs the rescuers made their way - forward,
General Mudge drew a Silver Star from his pocket

and pinned it on Pittman. He then took Pittman’s

rifie and opened fire with it at the enemy defenses.

Zimong the other troopers who were cited for going |-

fearlessly into the face of enemy fire to administer
to the wounded on this occasion were: Sergeant
James L. Hedger of Williamstown, Ky, and Ser.
geant Clarence C. Hambrick of Salem, Va., both
members of Division Headquarters Troop, Technical
Sergeant Clarence D. Hamilton of Woodsboro, Texas
and “E” Troop, Major Frank G. Mayfield of June-
tion City, Kan. and 2d Squadron, 5th Cavalry, and
Pvt Allen R. Smith of Berea, Chio. All were
awarded Silver Stars. Smith's was awarded post.
humously because after rescuing one man, he sacri-
ficed his life while attempting to save another.

By the cvening of 16 February, the section of
- Manila remaining in the hands of the enemy had
become 30 small it was necessary to centralize con.
trol of the American forces fighting that battle. Ac.
cordingly, the 1st Cavalry Brigade, less 2d Squadron,
12th Cavalry, was placed under the operational con-
trol of the 37th Infantcy Division. The squeezing
of the enemy into the Intramures section of the city
continued. It seemed like a never ending house-to-
house and room-to-room fight, highlighted by the
battles for the Army-Navy Club, the Manila Hotel,
the Agricuitural Building, the Philippine General
Hospital, the Port Commissioner’s Office Building,
and Rizal Hall. For two long and exhausting

-

they attempted an all out drive on Manila. The
following day two members of the 640th Tank De-
stroyer Battalion distinguished themselves in the
vicinity of Prenza when their reconnaissance com-
pany went to the rescue of a group of engincer
troops who had been surrounded by Japanese forces.
Pfc Hugo Ruede of Leola, South Dakota, and Pfc
Earl C. Wrights of East Berlin, Penna., were the driver
and gunner, respectively, of a machine gun-carrying
jeep that accompanied an armored car on an inves
tigative mission into the enemy lines. When both
vehicles were engulfed by a terrific crossfire, the ar-
mored car was disabled by the mortal wounding of
its commander, Lieut, Rupert K. Allsup. Ruede
drove his jeep forward, took charge of the situation,
and brought fire to bear against the enemy thereby
enabling the armored car to withdraw. Wrights,
.~ although injured, helped Ruede man the machine
gun and they pourcd more than 2000 rounds into
the cnemy silencing one of his guns. Their jecp
was riddled from one end to the other. Their ma-
chine gun became so hot that it fired automatically.
When their ammunition was nearly gone, Ruede
ordered Wrights back to safety and then, sighting
the gun on a persistent enemy position, he locked
the cradle, inserted the last belt of cartridges, and
retired leaving the gun still firing. As a result of
this brave action the engineers and the armored car
were saved from capture and certain destruction at
the hands of the enemy. Ruede was awarded 2

weeks the troapers shelled, shot, grenaded, burned, -

and fought their way through the battered and dusty
rubble that had once been buildings of stone and
concrete. The twisted girders and mangled rein-
forcing stegl, the ruined masonry and the pulverized
- stone, the sickening stench of the unburied dead
frying under the tropical sum, the ever-present
tnipers' bullets and grenades all combined to make
an unbelievable nightmare. By compsrison, Dante’s

Inferno would have seemed like a weekend at the

 Waldort.

§ On the same date, 16 February, at the “Hot
Comner”, the 112th Cavalty turned back an attack
by 500 of the enemy when, with artillery suppart,

IO P

Distinguished Service Cross and Wrights a Silver
Star. )

By 3 Macch, all vestiges of organized resistance
in Manila had been overcome. This was accom-
plished by smooth teamwork, but behind the team-
work were the individual soldiers subordinating
their own wishes and desires and even their lives
in order that thc mission might succeed. Some of
the acts of valor and gallantry went unnoticed in the
heat of battle or were unrecorded’ because the persons
with knowledge of them became casualties. Others,
more or less worthy, met the test of being reduced
to dispasmsionate prose which was carefully weighed
by higher authority and, having been found deserv-
ing, were rewarded with appropriate decorations. To
one who has read all of the citations awarding Silver
Stars, Distinguished Service Crosses, Distinguished
Secrvice Medals, and Congressional Medals of Honor
to members of the 1st Cavairy Division, it is apparent
that in the giving out of these decorations justice
prevailed insofar as it was possible for human cap-
abilities to make it prevail. It is not within the scope
of this book to describe at length the gallant details
of every act which won its performer a medal. So
maay deeds meriting s Silver Star ot higher award
were performed that not even ail of these can ‘be

" pesonnted here. Suffice it to say that if a man re-

R
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