
AfO £30 US AXIff 

5 January 19i5 

SUBJKTT: Battalion Hlatozr tor tha Parlod 1 Daeanber 1944 to 31 Daoaobar 1944. 

TO < Adjutant Oanaral 
Washlngtoa 0 C 

Tha following history of this orgaolsatlon for tha nonth of Daoenbar 1944 
la hereby respectfully a u b a l t t a d J 

a. Unit - H O ahanga. 

b . Cbasges 1B Or^tnii^tloa - No ahanga. 

0 . Strength, Coaalssloned and Billstedi 

(Ij At beginning of period, 1 Deo 44> 

Offlcara 33 
Ifcrrant Offloar 1 
fcllstad Mao 587 

(£) Net Inoraaaa for Month) 

Offioara 9 
•arrmit Officer 0 
Icillatad Man 95 

(3) Net Daoraaaa for Mootht 

Offioara 3 
Warrant Offlaar 0 
Snllatod Um 33 

(4) At Bui of Period] 

Off1eara 39 
Varrant Offlaar 1 
Sillatad Hsn 604 

d. 3tutlons of Unit or i^rts Thereof: 

3tation) (XEaara, QKiMANT 

At baglnnlng of period. 

Date of Dapartura: 11 Dadamber 1944 

SOOHflaODT, BSLOIUM 

Date of airlvali U D*oai*ar 1944 
Date of daparturei 14 Daoanbar 1944 

a O O O S A I H , BlUilDM 

Data of arrival 1 14 Oeeairibar 1944 
Data of daparturet 17 Daoaabar 1944 

wiaranoD, BXLOIOM 

Data of a r r l T a l i IT Oaoanbar 1944 
Date of departural 19 Daoaabar 1944 
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Dbta of arrlTalt 19 Daoaabar 1944 
Data of dapartvurat £0 Daoaabar 1944 

Deta of arrival J 20 Daoaabar 1944 
£lata of dapartorai Z9 Daoaabar 1944 

naBTBcuw, ssumm 

Data of arrlvalt £9 Daoaabar 1944 
Prasant loaatlon. 

a* Ifcrcbaa. 

(1) Purposai To aova tha Battalion to Ita oawly aaaipiad 
area within tha Sd Infantry DlTlalon sactor. 

(2) Length of Dally l»rchJ 30 m i a a 

(3) Points betwoan which narohad, with date: Unit marched 
from the T i c l n l t y of B«a03TlI«i aSBMkNY, to a O P a B a O D T , 
BSLaiDM, on 11 Daoambar 1944. 

(4) Condition of roada a;id weather: Ibe roads ware sllolc and 
oorerad with anew. Tha waathar was cold. 

(9) aanurka: Ibe aareh waa i«td4 without incident and without 
anaoiy Intarfarano*. 

f. Oan^aigna: dKRUUflT 

g. Battles! 

1 The Battle of mtKm foraat 

(a) The ftiaiy 

1. The O-e Kaports atatad that we ware fighting an 
ana^r whoae flirting qoalltiaa ware as low as his 
B 0 i « l a . 7*w raaarraa war* r e p o r t e d in tha area. 

No speolal Kuapons ware reportad in t h e i B B a d i a t * 

aeotor. 

2 . "nie mtmf dafansae ware well prepared. Mines, both 
anti-tank mid antln>araonnel, ware well-eiq>loyed and 
nuoaroua. Natural obstaoles euoh as forests and 
straajia ware used to tbslr greatest adrantaga. Itie 
foraata were used to saoura tree burata. Straaas 
proTldad obstaolaa toward VQSsa<ACIl and KOMUSasaaiD, 
•xoapt along tha road net which bad interdiction flra. 

3 . The anaogr o o o u p l a d SCBMIErr', BaWDSlBXaa and K0liMX33CBBID. 
laolatad a n o m y g r o u p e raaailDed In KLXINHAn. 

In the action, tha mvv, for tha moat part, was oapturad 
or klUad during the battle for XLXINHAn and BaUfDXBXRO. 

The anei^ air was a o t l T e o T w r the front U n a s and rear 
ar*as and strafad on a a r e r a l oooaalooa. benQr artillary 
was heary. 
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The enemy attacked nKiriCTiillM where Ci^p-my 
"A" was located. They used approocimately fire 
(5) Uk V Tank.", In their defense and later, their 
countej^attack of BPJJGSTEIN. 

h, NO prisoners were imported as being officially 
captured by this unit. 

(b) Elements Affection Apt^on: 

1. The enemy had active*t)^tro3 s ;ind no doubt had 
a fairly good estimate of our front lines. 

2. Civilians viere not present. Rear area residents 
v/ere non-cooperative. 

3 . The terrain v/as heavily wooded. Hills and streains 
were prorinent features of the terrain. 

(c) Action: The unit was assigned to the ftth Infantry 
Division Artillery. 

1. Location of I'nit Conmumd Posts: The Bn Command 
post was one (1) kilo.-neter vrest of OE.TI/CTER, GEr^•A^rY, 

The Go "A" Coiniiiand Post was approximately tvro kilometers 
west of GEB'ETEn, GOD.'ANY. 

The Co "D'l Conunand Post Yia_3 near JAEGERIIAUS, Gm.'\Wi. 

The Co "C" Canrnand Post was one kilometer nest of 
HURTGEll, OEra.'AMT. 

The Headquarters '^ompany Command Post was at ^TJIjAftSiniTTE, 
GEra.lACT. 

Company "C" of the 893d TD Battalion (SP) was attached 
to the Battalion. 

2. The unit, less Co "B" and vd.th Co "C", 893d TD Bn 
atta_chod, continued in support of the 12ist Infantry 
Regiment on 1 December in attacking the KLEDJHAii-

• BRÂ fDÊ IÎ EÎ G area. Corapany "B", attached to 13th Infantry 
Regiment, continued direct support and -indirect fire 
missions. An advanced Command Post was establiohed in 
iniRTGEN to I\irther the maintenance of ccnnmnications. 
Captain TTILLIAM P BYE, CO Company "A", was wounded by 
shell fragments and was ovacuated. 1st Lt CLARH-ICE STEVES 

assumed Conaniind, On 2 Dec/hh the attachments were as 
follows: 61i)!th Tank Destroyer Battalion, less corapantes 
"11" a/id "C", ind with Co "C", 093d TD Bn attached, was 
a ttached to 8th Infantry Divlaion Artillery. Co "B" 
6U4th TD Bn, attached to 13th Inf Dlv. Co "C"! 6Ujth 
TD Bn, attached to 12l3t Inf Reg't. Ittaaion-of Ccmpanor 
"A": (1) to provide antl-a_nnor defonse of the KLEIKHAU 
area, employing one platoon for this mission, (2) To 
provide a nti-armor defense for the Division with special 
attention~to iha Southeast. Ist Platoon Ren Co, attached 
to 12l3t Infaj.try Regijnont to relieve elonents of the U6th 
Infantry Regli.ent in its zone of action, Northeast of 
KLEINIIAU, witli mission of maintaining contact between the 
2d .and 3d Bns of the 12l3t infantry Regiment, Two positions 
were 'luc for ri-atroyors in thi! vicinity of KLPTTtlHAII from 
which direct lire could be delivered 
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Into oaoaaUMJ. TtaM* posltlOM ««r« n«r«r UB«d. 
Goi^any "C^, BSQd H ) £ta, to support artillary ^ 
Indlraat flra. 

BaittniBIBXSa tak«i by CC'R' of 5tb A n o r a d DlTlalan 
on 3 DaoaMbar 1 M 4 . Oo "(T noTad two platoona to 
poaltlona of hlgb ground ( 0 3 A 3 5 S ) , Northvaat of and 
oTarlooklng B S A K U W B X K a . Cba (1) daatreyar, la 
dfcrkaaaa, r u n ovar a plla of box mlnaa at (03633S) 
wfalata tba Biglnaars bad raaoTad a n d ataokad. 
Oeatroyarf aaa not reooTar«bla. Captain J A M B 0 
WILLIAU3 aaauaad o o o H U i d of Oo "A". 

Goopany 'A* oootlnuad mlaalon on A Daa/44 wltb *w> 
platoona U H U R m i N , o n a platoon supporting tha 
KUCDJHAU daxTlaon. Oo "Cr aontlnuad gdsalcn with 
two platoona In tha Tloinlty of BliANt)»iBSSa ( 0 9 6 3 3 S ) , 
ona platoon In UUSTOBI. Goopaay "EF* oontlnuad In 
support of lath Inf -tagt, o n a platoon In rasarra, 
firing InUlraot. Co -0", 8934 TD B b , rawlnad la 
ludlraot flra poaltlons and flrad hurraaalng and 
Intardlotlan a l a a l o o a . 

On 3 Daoaabar t b a Com ma nd lag Offloar of Co "0* 
w a a W D u n d a d la olna ofxploalon, sant to roar for 
rast n d oadloal attantlon until ralaaaad by 
Surgeon, l a t U JOSXHI J anOKINa assuoed aonaand 
of Co "B". HKSOSTBIN aslzad by C C S * of 5tb Arml 
UlT. Oo "HL' {- one platoon) aorad into BJUOSTSIH 
after dark to strangtban anti-amor dafnsa of tha 
town. HaaTy arty fire falling in SSBaSTSW alaaa 
C C a * n o T a d i n . Other dlapoaltlana, no ehanoe on 
& Uao. 

hmsuTVH oountar-atMokad sa*ei«l tloaa by OanMuas 
on 6 Deo U . Co "A" destroyed o n e 3P g u n a n d lafllated 
oaaualtlaa on a n a ^ in thaa* a t t a a k a . All oouBtar-
attack* rapulaad. ArtlllaiT fire la I M U m i M a t l U 
b a a w y . 

Cb tha 7th of Dacanbar t h e Bon elaiMnta with tha 121st 
Infantry ware released to t h a Bn. Countar-attaeka and 
heary artillery fir* oontlnuad at BSiCBTSIN. Co "A" 
daatroyad o n e 3 ? gun and one tank In helping to rwpulse 
t h e aiaoat daapasata O e m a n efforts to retake tha t o w . 

Coufiany "A" (- platoon) morad froai BXSOSTKIN to aaaanbly 
area at 0330 on D*oaaifter th* 8th. H « a T y artUlaxy fir* 
a t l l l falling In B K K U T B I N . i * * tka o c ^ U y left. 

II nie Battle o f aocHSik-m - u u N x x u T - Miaranoj) 

1. The O-i Baports stated that there was Iteaar DlTlalan 
near DaUBORN on IS DacacAar 1944 with posslbllltiaa 
o f Its B O T l n g 3outh. 8 h « v B O i « l a was reportad to b* 
low. 

2. Itomay bad plllboxea Uorkhaaat of W K B E k ^ T H . ISia 
O a r m s oarrlod th* o f f e n a l T a In thla aotloa. 

3 . .̂ t flrat tbara appaared to be Tory little raalstanoa, 
t h a n the aiaagr I%naer DlTlalon atrusk tha aeotor. A e 
oouatar^ttaak turned out to be a powaiful offAslra 
with tan Paasar DlTlslons attacking, supported by 
Infantry* Sooa planes were used, but after Ihe flrat 
dfy, artillery was u s e d aztanalToly. 

This unit knocked mit soTontew tanks, two self-

propaUad guna aad OB* U«ir-ti«ok In th* tatlon that 

followed. 
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2. X £ i l l 
4 . No p x l M M n of M r Ukm. 

(b) KlMMkta Aff*etia« Mtloai 

!• B i M r r«oaiu»la«<uio« w a s not foroofuX prior to 
a t t a a k . 

5 . ClTlliana M r * Is t b a t o w but d i d not a f f a a t i h a 

a o t l o B . 

S . T a n a l B M « opaa, r o n U i aoantry* 

(a) i i o t l o B i 

1. Ihla unit M S attaehad to the £4 Zbfantrr DlTlataa 
Artillary* Oiit OoMMtd J^s•ts v a r a a s f o l l M n i 

Haadquartara - JiOCUfiiAm, B I U U D M 
Hq Oo • aoonaoor, BMUHUH 

Co "A" M a t h r e a k l l o s M t a r s north of acXKBATH, 
BXLarou 
Oo «»• M a ds«aab«dfr«ai tba B i . 
Go *Cr M a a t aOCHXRATU, BSLOIDM 
aoB Co M a at N D O m A T H , B X U U U U 
Co " 7 of tba (IStb TD Btt (T) a a d Oo " A " a f tba 
aoUt TD tti (T) Kara attaabad aTtar t b a a t t M k M a 
l a w i a b a d . 

S . I h a a i a a i M a a d a t t a a k M S t»Um»i 

On tba 17tb o f Daoanbar 1 M 4 a b e a T y araor a t U a k 
b y a a w y M a ra^artad 3M o f nmj.Hl(MH» Qaa B n 
Flat of O M Oo. 644 TD B B . vaa aant out t o aatabllab 
and M l a t a i a aoiataot w i t h t b a a n a n y tanfca. M a 

auirou»d*d ia tba t o M o f BCaUVGON a a d Is praauaad to 
bava b « M aa^turad, axoapt f o r tba ed 9 a a t l M , idUab 
b r a t e f r « B M e i r o l a a a n t . l a t riatooa, Oo 'CT, a o r a d 

t o Tialoltir o f m u n r i L D and «st daxwa Faaaar attaak about 
1000 y a j d a aoutb of tha tooa. Thla plateoa daatroyad 
foar t a a k a a a d a balT-Hiaak aadataippad tba (laiswa attaak 
o n that t o M . 
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C O ordorod to mov, to ^IHIiKEU) enA ̂ '^""t i"** 
r. .UZ"::. ^^^n,, t-o pUtoon.. OJ^. ^ 
»cund«a by "hai and -a* avaaiatad. lit U O U M W i 
WKveraiVi-ad ooiMand of Co "A" and wa» ordarad to 

l » r n a t o o „ of CO -C- without dalay. CO. Co -u'. — 
tlion ordarad to prwlda antl-arnor dafanaa of the 
Ha;HSRATH-iUUNKBlir area. The ?wd OP noted to rtfllzFlilC. 
CO. 58th Inf Hegt, aaaumed reapouaiblilty for dafenea of 
KiUHKKUr-ROCHaUTK and the 9th Inf eeoured iflHTa'KU). 
Artillery fire waa heavy throughojt the period. The re-
quiremonta of withdrawing fron contact on abort notice, under 
heavy fire and with the oonounioationa daoaged aa they were 
to Beet an attaolc delivered about 10,000 yard* behind tha 
Divlaion coiabat olonentB waa extremely diffloilt. The 
picture waa further oonplioated by the fact that the 99th 
Infantry Div which had been literally overrun by the Oernan 
Panzers waa attanpting to move thrcugh the 2d Inf Div to 
an aaaenbly area at Ei^filCiOKN. However, the attack wss 
net and stopped in the aector in the new aeotor. 

Captain U A i W I GODbHAUj, JH, aaauaad ooooand of Ooqpany 
"A*. At about 2u^0 on the 17th eleaenta of the attacking 
Garaana pierced the line dafeoding rtOOHJ£HATH-KHllilU;Lir and 
succeeding in entering the town at the point where rton Co 
CP was looated. The Ron Co OP Group, fighting undar ooa-
oand of CO, Ren Co, organized the CP and were fighting and 
defending wcceeafully at midnight. 

During the morning of the 16th of Dacaober the tlon CP Oroup 
foight off attack! until about noon. During thia aotion 
they deatroyed one tank, dainaged another and acocuntad for 
accut 20 eneoy oaaualtiea. Ron Oo l*«t all vehieles open 
to the attaokera' fire but aiffered only nlnor peraonal 
oa^ialtlee. Co «C» of the 612th TD Bn (T) waa moved up and 
attached to the 6A4th TD Bn. 00, 644th TD Bn, waa aade re-
aponsible for AT drfeno*e in th* WHTZPBU) *r*a. Three y n s 
of the aOlat TD Bn (?) were attached to the 644th TD Bn. 
The 2d Platoon of Co "A" did not coma under control of the 
CO, Co "A", sa plartnad, and waa, therefore, attaehad to Oo 
•C in KiUiMlCfiW where tha Platoon ^rrlvad after withdrawing 
to that point with the infantry. 

Hopeatod attaoka by Panzers trying to take JUlMUilff and 
rlu;HJi;t<ATU were repulsed. 

S 

Tha fighting contioied arcwnd XRlI«Bia'-HOCHii;rtATh on th* IS'th 
01 DeoaaU)er. Medium artillery fell throughcut the Divlaion 
aector. The 00, 644th TO Bn attended a oonferwoa and waa 
adviaed by Aa.t Dlv Coadr of pi«, to withdraw to KLSKNBU.W 
Ridge that night. Plana were made accordingly. The total 
action in iHIJKgUr-aOCHfiflATH resulted in d.itruotlon of 17 
tanks, 2 damaged, and two BP »>ns knocked out by the 644th 
TD Bn. The Withdrawal to the Saw U n a (ab«t JOOO y L d T ^ . t , 
waa aooompllshad wlthwt undua difficulty - ̂  i m l l e ^ y ^ 
fire^waa moderate - the town of fl«rars2 B U N n a r o a flri. 
Co -O" oov.r«i the withdrawal from flOOlEHATH-KJUMUW aa r l r 
f^lrJlTri? Withdrawal f r o . T ^ ^ i o l . ^ 
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Prior to dnylight on tbo 20th of DooMbor, on* p U t o o n 
of Oo "C" oov»d Into poaltions on high jrwnd ot 
BEHO (95906J) (959051) in *ipport of th* 56th Inf H*it. 
CO H.' •ov*d into r*«*rv* in BUiBNBOm^* Battalion 
PorMard Post was aatabliahad in B B H O * 

5 . bpeoial aauajnition (HVAP) waa uead agaiuat tha tank*. 

Comiainloationa w*ra bCH 606 and 610 radio*, phia wira. 

4 . laaiatanca from the artillary w a a good und*r th* oir-
ouoatancaa, ainca th*y had to diaplao* to n*w po*ltlon* 
(karigg tha attack. Tha Gnginssra n a d a a cratar in tha 
road during t h e withdrawal-

5 . rtockat l A i n c h d r s ware u e e d afl'aotively againat the tank*. 

6 . aippliea and a v a o i a t l o n c o u l d n o t be handled efficiently 
becaia* of the preaonoe of •n*qy tank*. 

7. flattie caaialtloa totaled thirty-five (55) . 

h . Commarvling Uffioera in laportant Sngagoaitntai 

I "Battle of HJaTOEH FOHKbT" 

Battalion Commandar - U Col EPHflAI.'i F GRAilA-i, J ft 
Head(jJartere Conpany - Captain JA>1BS M CjUfKffi'Ba 
oouipany Vl'i 

01 Doc 4 4 to 05 Deo 4 4 - l e t U CUatNGE KTliVES 
05 0*0 4 4 to 17 Dec 4 4 - Gapt JAMtt 0 VI LUXrtiJ 

Company "B"i 
01 Oeo to 05 Deo - Oapt GA.tl. H .flOOBNHOKN 
05 Deo to 15 D*o - let U JOSEPH J StfflKKINO 

Company "C" - Uaptain lUrtli04( K UUOii 

Heuonnai aaanoa Uoopanyi 
01 D*o t o 05 Deo - Uapt N B L S O N 0 i^ORKS, JH 
05 Dac to 1 4 Dec - l a t Lt HAHOiO L hUefSR 

i-iedical Detaohiaent - Captain WATHAMBL BBflG 

I I "Battle of ftOCHBiiATh-KrtlNKElJi'-flffrZi'SU)" 

Battalion Couiaander - U Col SPHHAIH F O H A H A X , JA 
Head(fiartera Company - Captain J A W E S M O A R P K O T K H 
Compsny "A"! 

1 6 Dec to 17 Deo - Oapt J A M B S 0 (nUIAMS 
17 Deo to 19 0*0 - Oapt H A H H I I QOoajUU., J R 

COopany "C"i Captain HAHUJrf F l£HOH 

Heconnaiaeanoe Company - 1st U HArtOU) L H O P ? S R 

Medical Detachment - Captain H A T H A N I E L B B R O 
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