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S u m m a r y of Q p e r a t i o n s - - 2 4 D e c 4 4 - 1 s t 

P 1 . " B " K . O . ' d 2 M k V s . 3rd P I . " B " , a M k V 

a n d M k I V . H q . K i t c h e n - D r i v e r , M a t u s a v i g e , 

s h o t d o w n a n F W 1 9 0 on h i s o w n n e a r E U P E N . - -

At 1 7 3 0 , B n . o r d e r e d t o m o v e , j o i n X V l I I t h 

A i r b o r n e , " B " t o s t a y w i t h 8 2 n d A B a n d " C " 

w i t h 1 s t I n f , 2 6 t h I n f . R e g t . 1 7 3 0 h r s . 

2 5 D e c 4 4 - B n . a r r i v e d W E R B O M O N T 1 7 0 0 . 

B n . l e s s " C " C o . a t t a c h e d t o 8 2 n d AB, 

3 p l t s . " B " , 1 "A ", e a c h t o a r e g t . 2 P i t s . 

" A " C o . in d i v i s i o n r e s e r v e . 

T h i r d P l a t o o n , " A " C o . 

24 D e c 44 

It w a s l a t e a f t e r n o o n a n d n o t y e t d a r k . 

We a r r i v e d at a s m a l l c l e a r i n g s u r r o u n d e d b y 

t r e e s . It h a d b e e n s n o w i n g for s o m e t i m e a n d 

e v e r y t h i n g w a s c o v e r e d m a k i n g c a m o u f l a g e 

u n n e c e s s a r y . M o t h e r N a t u r e w a s d o i n g a g o o d 

j o b . T h e r e w a s n o w i n d . T h e s n o w l a k e s w e r e 

l a r g e a n d f a l l i n g g e n t l y t o t h e g r o u n d . O n l y 

t h e w h i s p e r of t h e s l i g h t l y t u r n i n g f l a k e s 

a n d m u t e d v o i c e s of t h e m e n e a s e d t h r o u g h t h e 

s i l e n c e . In t h e c e n t e r of t h e c l e a r i n g w a s a 

s m a l l s t o n e c o t t a g e . T h e r e s i d e n t s h a d l e f t 

t o s p e n d t h e n i g h t in s h e l t e r s b e l o w . T h e 

l i v i n g r o o m b e c a m e t h e b i l l e t f o r t h e m e n n o t 

on g u a r d . T h e l i v i n g r o o m w a s c o m p l e t e w i t h a 

C h r i s t m a s t r e e . ' T w a s a s t i l l n i g h t of r e m e m 

b e r i n g C h r i s t m a s e v e s p a s t . 

C h r i s t m a s d a y d a w n e d q u i e t l y , c l o u d y , n o 

w i n d , a n d n o t s n o w i n g , — p e a c e f u l l y . T h e r e s i 

d e n t s r e t u r n e d a n d a s k e d p e r m i s s i o n t o u s e 

t h e i r k i t c h e n t o c o o k b r e a k f a s t . A l i t t l e 

l a t e r a G e r m a n d i s p u t e , l o u d a n d f a s t , 

d e v e l o p e d in t h e k i t c h e n . W h e n I e n t e r e d t h e 

r o o m I l e a r n e d t h a t t h e s m a l l g i r l , b y t h e n 

in t e a r s , w a s n o t b e i n g a l l o w e d t o " g o t o 

•a s s " b y h e r g r a n d p a r e n t s a n d m o t h e r ! A f t e r a 

f e w w o r d s , t o m y s u r p r i s e , h e r f o l k s a l l o w e d 

t h e c h i l d t o g u i d e m e t o t h e c h u r c h s o I, 

t o o , c o u l d " g o t o m a s s " ! I t o l d t h e l i t t l e 

g i r l t h a t s h e d i d n ' t h a v e t o , b u t s h e t o o k m e 

b y t h e h a n d , for s h e h a d n o e n e m i e s . 1, t o o , 

f o r g o t t h a t . I w a s t h i n k i n g of t h e t w i n b o y s 

I h a d l e f t b e h i n d . T h e C h r i s t m a s m a s s w a s 

r e a d in L a t i n , t h e s e r m o n g i v e n in G e r m a n , 

t h e t h e m e in a n y l a n g u a g e w a s , P e a c e on 

e a r t h , g o o d w i l l t o w a r d m a n . " 

On t h e w a y b a c k t o t h e c o t t a g e t h e g i r l 

w a s j u m p i n g w i t h j o y , k i c k i n g s n o w , t h r o w i n g 

s n o w b a l l s , - e v e n a t m e . I t h r e w s o m e b a c k . 

T h i s c o n t i n u e d u n t i l w e w e r e n e a r o u r g o a l . 

N e a r t h e r e s h e a g a i n t o o k m y h a n d a n d b e c a m e 

v e r y q u i e t . At t h e c l e a r i n g w e f o u n d t h e 

t a n k s a l r e a d y in c o l u m n in t h e r o a d a n d t h e 

j e e p w a i t i n g for m e . T h e o r d e r s h a d c o m e . I 

l e f t t h e g i r l at h e r d o o r a n d g o t i n t o t h e 

j e e p , — n o t a w o r d w a s s p o k e n . 1 t u r n e d t o 

s a y , " G o o d b y e " , b u t , l i k e h e r , a l l I c o u l d d o 

w a s w a v e . H e r w a v e , t h e s p a r k l e in h e r e y e s , 

a n d h e r s m i l e h a d C h r i s t m a s w r i t t e n a l l o v e r 

h e r . A C h r i s t m a s I c a n n o t f o r g e t . 

J o h n L B a l m e s i A i 

Y o u r a s s o c i a t i o n l e a d e r s w i s h y o u t h e v e r y 

b e s t for t h e h o l i d a y s e a s o n , a n d t h a t t h e 

w h o l e of t h e N e w Y e a r f i n d s t h a t h e a l t h a n d 

g o o d f o r t u n e a r e in a b u n d a n c e for y o u a n d 

y o u r l o v e d o n e s . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

C A L E N D A R D I S C I P L I N E 

T h e " 7 0 3 r d " r e u n i o n is s l a t e d f o r M a y 

2 1 - 2 3 , 1 9 9 2 , in P e n n s y l v a n i a . P l e a s e m a r k y o u r 

c a l e n d a r s . W h e n y o u g e t t h e d e t a i l s y o u a n d 

y o u r l o v e d o n e w i l l b e r e a d y t o g o ! M a y it b e 

in t h e b e s t of h e a l t h ! 

S C H U T T ' S C O R N E R 

P l e a s e s e n d B o b S c h u t t t h e a n n u a l d u e s 

of $ 1 0 . 0 0 f o r 1 9 9 2 . A g a i n , p l e a s e , w e n e e d 

y o u t o v o l u n t e e r $ 1 0 . 0 0 m o r e t h a t w i l l e n a b l e 

o u r a s s o c i a t i o n t o p u b l i s h a n d m a i l t h e 7 0 3 r d 

R o a d B l o c k s o a s t o e n c o u r a g e m e m b e r s h i p , 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n , a n d b r i n g y o u p l e a s u r e . I t ' l l 

e v e n h e l p y o u w r i t e a " y a r n " for a l l of u s ! 

T h e F l a g M e a n s B e i n g M a t u r e 

" B u t I, f o r o n e , s e e s o m e t h i n g e l s e 

E a c h t i m e o u r f l a g g o e s b y . 

N o r m a n d y N o r t h e r n F r a n c e T h e R h i n e l a n d T h e A r d e n n e s C e n t r a l E u r o p e 
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1 " s e e " t h e g r a v e s of s o l d i e r s p a s t , 

W h o w e p t , a n d f o u g h t , a n d d i e d . 

I hcsar t h e e c h o e s f r o m t h e p a s t , 

I s e e ! h e b r a v e m e n f a l l . 

1 r e a d t h e n a m e s in W a s h i n g t o n 

E n g r a v e d u p o n t h e w a l l . " S a g e 

Pal r i o t i s m c a n b e expres.sed b y e a c h of 

u s , s e e n , h e a r d , or f e l t w i t h i n . T h e f l a g h a s 

b e e n for m e - t h r i 1 1 i n g , a n d a s p u r to w o r k t o 

h e l p k e e p m y c o u n t r y a n d c o m r a u n i t y d o i n g 

f h f i r b e s t for t h e m s e l v e s s o t h e y c a n b e 

d o i n g t h e i r b e s t for e v e r y o n e . In a w a y t h e 

f l a g is a r e m i n d e r t o b e a m a t u r e p e r s o n . 

It t e l l s us a g e w i l l n e v e r s t o p a g o o d p e r s o n 

f r o m , " p i t c h i n ' i n ! " E d i t or 

" S t e p s of h o u s e s t h e y ' r e b u i l d i n g t o d a y , 

A r e s o h i g h I h e y t a k e y o u r b r e a t h a w a y . 

T h e s t r e e t s a r e s t e e p e r t h a n y e a r s a g o . 

T h a t e x p l a i n s w h y m y w a l k i n g is s o s l o w , 

B u t I'm k e e p i n g u p , if i t ' s h i p or n e w . 

D o n ' t s a y I c a n ' t d a n c e t h e b o o g a l o o . 

I'm in t h e r u n n i n g in tliis I'm s e c u r e . 

I'm n o t r e a l l y o l d I'm o n l y m a t u r e , " 

G r a t e f u r t o F r e d ' K r u p n o w ( H g ) f o r p o e m s . 

T A P S 

R a y C r c v i s l o n (A) 

1 4 1 4 M c L e a n A v e . 

T o m a h , W i s c o n s i n 5 4 6 6 0 

R a y c h e c k e d o u t 1 0 / 8 / 9 1 . H e h a d c a r d i a c 

p r o b l e m s f o r s o m e l i m e , a n d " t h e p u m p g a v e 

o u t " ; A l l of u s w h o k n e w R a y w i s h t o e x p r e s s 

o u r s o r r o w t o B e r n i c e a n d t h e f a m i l y . W e 

r e c a l l R a y , m o d e r a t e in h e i g h t , b l o n d , b l u e 

e y e d , a n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y , h i s r o l l i n g g a i t . 

H i s v o i c e a l w a y s m a t c h e d h i s p l e a s a n t c o n v e r 

s a t i o n . A g a i n , u n l e s s o n e m i g h t b e s o c i a l l y 

i n v o l v e d w i t h a c o m r a d e or u n l e s s we w e r e in 

t h e s;ime p l a t o o n , - we s a w l i t t l e of e a c h 

o t h e r , e s p e c i a l l y in c o m b a t . T o o , o u r a t t e n 

t i o n w a s t u r n e d t o w a r d s h o m e . R a y w a s t h e 

k i n d of f e l l o w w i t h w h o m y o u w i s h y o u c o u l d 

h a v e s h a r e d m o r e t i m e . 

Y o u r e d i t o r r e c a l l s a s c e n e in b a r r a c k s 

w h e n s o m e o n e l a u g h i n g l y a s k e d m e t o g o o v e r 

n e a r R a y ' s b u n k a n d p o i n t e d to a p i c t u r e of a 

c o w p i n n e d belsind i l . If o t h e r s p r e f e r r e d 

a p i c t u r e of a m o v i e .^.tarlet, n o t R a y ! He 

l o o k e d to h i s h o m e , a w a y of l o o k i n g at w h a t 

w a s m e a n i n g f u l t o h i s l i f e . 

T h e " 7 0 3 r d " w a s a b e t t e r o u t f i t b e c a u s e 

he w a s w i t h u s . 
* * * * * * * * * * * 

T H E G A L L A N T T W E N T Y S I X ! 

T h e r e w e r e 26 of o u r " R o a d B l o c k e r s " a t 

t h e S t . L o u i s r e u n i o n , a f i n e d e l e g a t i o n . 

H e a d q u a r t e r s C o m p a n y 

W i l b u r S h o w a l l e r 

P a u l C l a r k 

P h i l H a l l a b r i n 

F r e d K r u p n o w 

M e r l e G o o d r i c h 

B o b G r e e n 

F r e d H u n t 

R e c o n n a i s s a n c e C o m p a n y 

E v e r e t t S t i t e s S t a n M a l i n o w s k i 

C o m p a n y " A " 

E d M c l n t y r c G e o r g e T o m a 

T e d M i c h a l o w s k i J i m S a n t i n o 

B o b S c h u t t V i c t o r B o r e k 

E l m e r L a n g b e c k e r R o c c o M a n t r o 

M a t t L u c z i n s k i F r a n k M i l l e r 

L e n S l r a u b 

C o m p a n y " B " 

J o h n C z a j k o w s k i J i m R o b e r t s 

1. B. W a g o n s e l l e r ( C , H q . ) 

C o m p a n y " C " 

" H a p " P a u l s o n B o b D o w n e y 

" H a n k " G o s c h (B) 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

H A N G IN " F E L L E R " ! 

J u s t b e f o r e t h e S t . L o u i s r e u n i o n of t h e 

d i v i s i o n , w e l e a r n e d t h a t C h a r l e s H i r t J r . , 

( 1 4 3 r d S i g . ) t h e p r e s i d e n t of t h e T h i r d 

A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , f a c e d s u r g e r y 

in S t . L o u i s for c a n c e r a f t e r c h e m o t h e r a p y 

a n d r a d i u m t r e a t m e n t s p l u s a d d e d c o m p l i c a -

t i o n s . 

A f t e r t h e r e u n i o n , L e n S t r a u b ' s n o t e 

c o m p l i m e n t e d " C h i c " H i r t . " C h i c " m a d e it t o 

t h e r e u n i o n in S t . L o u i s . H e a n d h i s c o m m i t 

t e e o r g a n i z e d a n d l e d a w e l l - p l a n n e d p r o g r a m 

L e t ' s r o o t a n d p r a y for h i m . 

1 3 1 5 L a n v a l e D r i v e 

W e b s t e r G r o v e s , M O 6 3 1 1 9 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

M E E T M A R G E A N D F R A N K M I L L E R (A) ! 

F r a n k w r i t e s a n d v i s i t s v e r y m a n y of o u r 

m e m b e r s , b u t s o m a n y s t i l l d o n ' t k n o w h i m . 

B e l o w a r e e x c e r p t s f r o m a r e c e n t l e t t e r . T h e y 

a r e g r e a t f r i e n d s f o r a l l of u s ! E n j o y 'em! 

m e B u g House5l5 

27 O c t 91 

H i N a t e , F l o r e n c e e t m e n a g e . 

G u e s s i t ' s a b o u t t i m e I s c r a w l e d a f e w 

i l l c h o s e n w o r d s - - p r o b a b l y m i s s p e l l e d . H a v e 
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y o u h e a r d a n y t h i n g g o o d on ? I 

w i l l w r i t e t o h l m - s h o u l d h a v e a l r e a d y . t o o 

m a n y p r o b l e m s r i g h t h e r e . I s u r e h o p e h e is 

m a k i n g i t ! N o t h i n g w o r s e t h a n s o m e t h i n g 

i n o p e r a b l e . 1 k n o w , - - t h e r e f o r e w e v e g e t a t e 

t i l l t h o s e p r o b l e m s g e t f r a c t i o u s e n o u g h to 

s h o w t h e p r o b l e m - t h e n t h e " D o c " m a y t a k e a 

c r a c k a t r e c t i f y i n g t h e c u l p r i t . M e a n w h i l e 

I'm n o t w o r t h t e n c e n t s in a d e c l i n i n g 

m a r k e t . H a v e t o l o o k a t t h e t h i n g s I c a n n o t 

d o a n d l i v e w i t h t h e m , w h i c h I w i l l - - n e v e r 

g a v e u p on a n y t h i n g a n d d o n o t i n t e n d t o n o w . 

I h o p e n o o n e w a n t s t o g o t h e A t l a n t i c 

C i t y . T h a t p l a c e is o n l y s a f e in p l a t o o n 

s t r e n g t h w i t h l o a d e d s i d e a r m s - o r a b u s t h a t 

t a k e s y o u t o a c a s i n o - a n d h o m e , n o o n e 

w a n d e r s a r o u n d t h a t p l a c e on f o o t . 

M a r g e a n d I w i s h y o u a n d F l o r e n c e h a d 

b e e n w i t h us in S t . L o u i s . I s p e n t a l o t of 

t i m e in a p r o n e p o s i t i o n , b u t a s t h e g a n g m e t 

in m y r o o m , I d i d n ' t m i s s m u c h . W e d r o v e o u t , 

f o u r d a y s e a c h w a y - c o u l d n ' t f l y s i n c e I 

c o u l d n ' t w a l k a n d h a u l l u g g a g e . 

T h e g i r l s a l l c l a i m t h e r e u n i o n is f l a t 

w i t h o u t M a r g e t h e r e - a n d I r e a l l y b e l i e v e 

t h a t - - s h e is m y s p a r k p l u g t o o . 

a n d t h e G o d d a m n J o h n g o t l e a k i n g 

u n d e r t h e s e a l w h e n I w e n t to t h e h o s p i t a l . 

F i n a l l y g o t e n o u g h c o u r a g e t o t a c k l e i t - 2 1/2 

d a y s t o d o w h a t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n d o n e in 3 

h o u r s ! 

T h e f u r n a c e - G . E . w a s o b s o l e t ^ d in 1 9 4 8 

a n d n o p a r t s m a d e s i n c e '54, b u t it w a s t h e 

b e s t G . E . e v e r b u i l t a n d o n e g o e s t o e x t r e m e s 

t o d i g u p a p a r t f r o m a n y j u n k p i l e t o k e e p it 

r u n n i n g . S o f a r I've b e e n l u c k y . C o s t of 

r e p l a c e m e n t s c a r e s m e t o t h e " n " t h d e g r e e ! 

W e l l t h e B r a v e s d i d n ' t m a k e t h e w i n - b u t 

I'm g o i n g t o h i t t h e h a y at 1 A . M . G o o d 

n i g h t . G o d B l e s s u s e v e r y o n e . 

L o v e , F r a n k . M a r g e . + D i a b o l o I I I 

W h i c h a n i m a l Is t e l l i n g m e - - l e t ' s g e t on t h e 

b a l l - i t w a s t i m e l o n g a g o . 

l u s t W h a t W e N e e d ! 

J o h n F . C a l l l o u t e (B) 

4 3 4 t h S t r e e t 

M e r i d e n , C o n n e c t i c u t 0 6 4 5 0 

A l o n g w i t h h i s c h e c k , J o h n s e n t a c o u p l e 

o f s n a p s h o t s a n d o f f e r e d m o r e . H e ' d l i k e to 

k n o w t h e w h e r e a b o u t s of J a c k C r e n a n a n d 

" S g t . " D e n n l s o n . Is he r e c a l l i n g d e s e r t " b u d 

d i e s " ? G r e a t h e a r i n g f r o m h i m . 

C h o w L i n e at C a m p H o o d , T e x a s . T h a t ' s 

D o h e r t y b e h i n d G r i (.A) 

C O B R A 

T h e N o r m a n d y B r e a k t h r o u g h 

J u l y 27 J u l y 2 8 . 1 9 4 4 

T h e T h i r d A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n m o v e d i n t o 

t h e b r e a k t h r o u g h e a r l y on J u l y 2 7 t h . " A " C o . , 

t h e 7 0 3 r d w i t h T a s k F o r c e " X " ( C C A ) u n d e r 

B r e w s t e r of t h e 3 2 n d A r m o r e d R e g t . , m o v e d 

s o u t h t o C a n i s y . H i c k e y in c o m m a n d of C C A w a s 

t o s t a y o u t of t h e h e d g e r o w s , t o d r i v e p a s t 

o p p o s i t i o n l e a v i n g p o c k e t s of r e s i s t a n c e 

for t h e i n f a n t r y , s w i n g w e s t t h r o u g h C e r i s y 

L a S a l l e , a n d p i n f l e e i n g G e r m a n u n i t s to b e 

p r e s s e d E a s t f r o m t h e C o u t a n c e s a r e a . B u t the 

d e f e n s e s , a n t i - t a n k f i r e f r o m a r a i l r o a d 

e m b a n k m e n t , p o o r r o a d s to f:ircumvKnt i t , 

C C A ' s t h r e e t a s k f o r c e s w e r e s t y m i e d . C e r i s y 

L a S a l l e h a d t o b e t a k e n t o k e e p h i g h g r o u n d 

f r o m G e r m a n s w h o c o u l d t h e n h o l d t h e T h i r d 

A r m o r e d f r o m p i n n i n g b a c k t h e e s c a p e r o u t e . 

W a t s o n a n d H i c k e y d e c i d e d t o b y p a s s C e r i s y La 

S a l l e a n d d r i v e to M o n t p i c h o n , o n e t a s k f o r c e 

t o t a k e h i g h g r o u n d o u t s i d e C e r i s y La S a l l e , 

a t h i r d t a s k f o r c e t o h e a d for C o u t a n c e s . 

J u l y 2 8 t h w a s f i l l e d w i t h d i s a p p o i n t 

m e n t , f e w g a i n s . G e r m a n f o r c e s , t h o u g h h i t b y 

s i x t e e n of o u r t a c t i c a l f i g h t e r b o m b e r s , s e t 

e f f e c t i v e d e f e n s e s . O u t s i d e of C a n i s y , " A " 

C o . m o v e d I n t o a c t i o n . B a r b a l i isardo' s a n d 

G a n n ' s d e s t r o y e r l o o k a l o n g t i m e in k n o c k i n g 

o u t a t o w e d .88 t h a t t h e G e r m a n s b l e w t h e m ^ 

s e l v e s , i t s m o v e r , a n d a p e r s o n n e l c a r r i e r . 

L a t e r t h e w h o l e p l a t o o n w a s t o g e t h e r . G a n n 

a n d B a r b e l i n a r d o ' s c r e w s h a d s l o p p e d a G e r m a n 

c o u n t e r a t t a c k w h e n l i g h t t a n k s a n d t h e 3 6 i h 

I n f a n t r y p u l l e d b a c k . A G e r m a n a n t i t a n k s h e l l 
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h a d s a i l e d h i g h o v e r F e e n e y ' s d e s t r o y e r . T h e 

p l a t o o n h e l d t h e r o a d c l o s e t o n i g h t f a l l . 

T h e n u s i n g a R e d C r o s s g u i s e , t h e G e r m a n s 

c o n n e d H e n d e r s o n , t h e p l a t o o n l e a d e r , w h o 

h e l d f i r e . F r o m t h e i r p o s i t i o n t h e G e r m a n s 

a t t a c k e d , f o r c e d t h e d e s t r o y e r s i n t o t h e 

h e d g e s f r o m w h e r e t h e i r .50 c a l . m a c h i n e g u n s 

w e r e n o t t h a t e f f e c t i v e a n d d e s t r o y e r 

s e c u r i t y w a s s u r e t h e y w e r e in f o r i t . B u t 

t h e a t t a c k h a l t e d , a n d in t h e w a n i n g d a y l i g h t 

P - 4 7 ' s s t r a f e d t h e h e d g e s 50 y a r d s a h e a d 

r e p e a t e d l y . O u r l i g h t t a n k s c o u n t e r a t t a c k e d . 

I n f a n t r y c a m e a l o n g s i d e t h e d e s t r o y e r s a n d a 

f u r t h e r w i t h d r a w a l of 1 5 0 y a r d s w a s n e c e s s a r y 

d u e t o n i g h t b l i n d n e s s . 

U n d e r c o v e r of d a r k n e s s t h e G e r m a n s 

p u l l e d o u t . A f t e r n o o n of t h e 2 9 t h t h e t a s k 

f o r c e s m o v e d o u t p r e c e d e d b y a f i n e c u r t a i n 

of a r t i l l e r y f i r e . T h e p l a t o o n m o v e d t h r o u g h 

t h e d e s e r t e d t o w n a s F e e n e y b l e w u p a n 

a b a n d o n e d G e r m a n t a n k . T h e c o l u m n h i t t h e g a s 

p e d a l for a g o o d d i s t a n c e w e s t w a r d w i t h e a s e 

t i l l n i g h t f a l l . 

A t o n e t i m e t h e y m o v e d a t n i g h t . T h e 

s e c u r i t y m e n c r o u c h e d o n t h e d e c k of t h e 

d e s t r o y e r s l o o k i n g f o r t r o u b l e f r o m t h e t r e e s 

a n d h e d g e s , a n d t h e c o n s t a n t l y f e a r e d " c r a z y " 

H e i n l e w h o c o u l d r a i s e h e l l w i t h a P a n z e r -

f a u s t ( b a z o o k a ) a n d s o m e g r e n a d e s , b u t h e h a d 

s k i p p e d w i t h h i s m a t e s . 

L a t e r t h e p l a t o o n g r i p e d . T h o u g h B a r -

b a l i n a r d o a n d G a n n ' s c r e w s h a d b^een r e c o m 

m e n d e d for B r o n z e S t a r s f o r h o l d i n g t h e f o r t 

a t C e r i s y La S a l l e , t h e c o m p l a i n t w a s t h a t , 

t w i c e , d i v i s i o n i n f a n t r y h a d p u l l e d o u t o n 

u s . A n y t i m e t r o u b l e l o o m e d w e w e r e c a l l e d u p 

f r o n t a n d t h e " d o u g h f e e t " w e r e h e a r d t o s a y , 

" T h o s e T . D . ' s s a v e d o u r b u t t s ! " S o m e o n e d i d 

s n a r l at t h e g r i p e r s , t h a t it h a d b e e n C a p t . 

C o l e w h o h a d c a l l e d f o r d i r e c t b o m b i n g a n d 

s t r a f i n g j u s t in f r o n t of t h e f i r s t p l a t o o n 

h e d g e r o w s t h a t r e a l l y h e l p e d m a k e t h e d i f 

f e r e n c e . 

D u r i n g J u l y 29, " A " C o . w a s c r e d i t e d 

w i t h m e s s i n g u p a M k . V, 2 . 8 8 ' s , o n e of 

t h e i r m o v e r s , a n d h e l p i n g s t o p a n e n e m y 

i n f a n t r y c o u n t e r a t t a c k . 

"B" C o . h a d r e m a i n e d in r e s e r v e o n t h e 

2 7 t h a n d l a t e r m o v e d w i t h a t a s k f o r c e c l o s e r 

t o t h e d e v e l o p i n g a c t i o n . " C " C o . h a d m o v e d 

o u t w i t h C C B . 

B u t t h e g o a l of B r a d l e y t o t r a p l a r g e 

n u m b e r s of t h e e n e m y h a d f a i l e d . 

E d i t o r 

In F r o n t Of T h e E l s e n b o r n R i d g e 

T h e A r d e n n e s C a m p a i g n , " T h e B u l g e " , 

b e g a n for o u r b a t t a l i o n w h e n it w a s t r a n s 

f e r r e d i n t o t h e V t h C o r p s a n d a t t a c h e d t o t h e 

1 s t I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n o n 1 2 / 1 7 / 4 4 . A t t h e 

a s s e m b l y a r e a o n t h e n o r t h e r n s i d e of t h e 

G e r m a n a d v a n c e w h e r e t h e d e f e n s i v e e f f o r t 

w o u l d b e t o k e e p t h e G e r m a n d r i v e c o n f i n e d t o 

l i m i t e d a v e n u e s , t h e e l e m e n t s of t h e 7 0 3 r d 

w e r e d i v i d e d a m o n g t h e r e g i m e n t s of " T h e B i g 

R e d O n e " . T h e 2 n d p l a t , of " A " C o . w e n t w i t h 

a n i n f a n t r y t a s k f o r c e t o e v a c u a t e a " g u t t y " 

G . I . n u r s e a n d h e r f i e l d h o s p i t a l . T h e r e s t 

of " A " C o . w a s w i t h t h e 1 6 t h I n f . ( S e e , " W h y 

M e ? " R o a d B l o c k . 1 , 1 , 3 / 1 9 9 0 , p p . 4 - 5 ) , " C " 

C o . w i t h t h e 2 6 t h I n f . , " B " C o . w i t h d i v i s i o n 

r e s e r v e , a n d a p l a t o o n f r o m " R e c o n " w i t h e a c h 

c o m p a n y . 

W i t h i n a f e w h o u r s " A " C o . ' s 1 s t P l a t , 

l o s t B a r b a l l n a r d o a n d O l s o n t o e n e m y 

b o m b l n g - - " B " C o . w a s on t h e m o v e t o j o i n t h e 

8 2 n d A i r b o r n e a n d " C " C o . w a s s o s e r i o u s l y 

e n g a g e d t h a t a p l a t o o n of "A" C o , w a s r e a d i e d 

t o g o in I t s s u p p o r t . 

T h e e l e m e n t s of " C " C o . h a d t a k e n 

d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n s n e a r t h e B i i t g e n b a c h v i l 

l a g e s . A f t e r m i d n i g h t of 1 2 / 2 0 / 4 4 , a G e r m a n 

a t t a c k w a s s t y m i e d t h o u g h g e t t i n g t o i n f a n t r y 

f o x h o l e s . T h e G e r m a n s s u f f e r e d h e a v y l o s s e s . 

" — t a n k d e s t r o y e r s k n o c k e d o u t t w o of t h e m , — 

a n d t h e r e s t f e l l b a c k . A f e w h o u r s l a t e r , 

s h o r t l y b e f o r e d a y l i g h t — t h e G e r m a n s t r i e d 

a g a i n w i t h e i g h t P a n t h e r s in t h e l e a d . A 

s h e l l f r o m s o m e s o u r c e k n o c k e d o u t t h e C . O . ' s 

P a n t h e r , s e t t i n g it o n f i r e a n d t h r e e m o r e 

f e l l v i c t i m t o a r t i l l e r y f i r e . " 

" I t w a s t h e T . D , w i t h R e l d a n d G l o d t h a t 

c r e a t e d t h e h a v o c w i t h t h e G e r m a n a d v a n c e . — 

T h e o r i g i n a l b a t t l e s t a r t e d w h e n R e i d , h e a r 

i n g t h e G e r m a n s a d v a n c e , g o t t o h i s g u n 

s i g h t s a n d n o t i c e d a s p a r k a l o n g t h e p a t h 

h e a d i n g t o w a r d h i m . H e f i r e d a t t h e s p o t a n d 

s c o r e d a h i t . F r o m t h e g l o w of t h e b u r n i n g 

t a n k h e s a w t h e o t h e r v e h i c l e s . H i s f i r i n g 

c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t h e r e w e r e n o m o r e in h i s 

s i g h t s . T h e n h e a s k e d G l o d t o l o a d H , E . 

s h e l l s s o t h a t h e c o u l d f i r e m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y 

a g a i n s t I n f a n t r y v e h i c l e s . T h a t w a s w h e n G l o d 

w a s h u r t . T h e r e c o i l of t h e g u n b r o k e h i s 

h i p , R e l d h a d t o a l t e r n a t e b e t w e e n l o a d i n g 

a n d f i r i n g u n t i l t h e r e w e r e n o m o r e t a r g e t s . 

— T h e t w o G e r m a n t a n k s t h a t r e a c h e d Biitgen

b a c h w e r e k n o c k e d o u t b y A u s t i n ' s p l a t o o n . 

I w a s a b o u t t h r e e m i l e s a w a y f r o m R e i d ' s 

t a n k , w i t h n o m e a n s of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 1 h a d 
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taken the position that appeared to be the 

one that the Germans would attack. I never 

did get the story of what happened until the 

platoon was reattached to the 3rd Armored. 

--However Gosch was with Austin's platoon at 

Biitgenbach, and he came down the next day to 

survey the carnage there. He must have known 

that Glod had been evacuated. Also, he should 

have given us credit for the vehicles 

destroyed. The tanks that should have given 

our destroyers' support were left unmanned as 

their crews bailed out and ran. The Colonel 

from the 1st Infantry came down to accuse us 

of cowardice because his infantrymen had seen 

the tanks abandoned. But when he saw all the 

empty shell casings and the damage that we 

had done, he not only apologized, but he also 

sent Gosch a letter of commendation—which, 

incidentally, Gosch has told me about, but 

which I have never seen!" Paulson 

*«******X*«)»:*X***»:x***X»:X** 

Who Had What, M-lO's or M-36's! 

In the Summary of Operations of our bat

talion, 12/18/44, the day it assembled at 

SOURBRODT ready for attachment with the "Big 

Red One", it states that the battalion had 28 

M-36's that were operational, 12 in "A", 5 in 

"B", and 11 in "C" Cos. Your editor wrote 

Paulson concerning this because he had indi

cated that he hadn't seen one in his company. 

The battalion report said there were 11 M-

36's in "C" Co. Let "Hap" tell you about it! 

"In the battle for Hastenrath, Ramsdan's 

T.D. took a hit on the top of the gun 

shield.»It didn't penetrate, but it welded 

the shield to the turret so that it could not 

be elevated or depressed. In order to change 

the range we were forced to put a tree trunk 

in front of the tracks. We would then drive 

up that tree trunk until we got the elevation 

that the gun required. That vehicle was an 

M-10!—I have read your reports, and Col. 

Showalter's letter about our having M-36's 

before "The Bulge".^However, 1 can remember a 

road block in "The Bulge", where a German 

half-track came down the road while we were 

dragging a log through the snow. The gunner 

couldn't elevate the gun enough to fire, so 

he fired at the enemy with the 50 cal. M.G. 

on the turret! It is going to lake a lot 

to convince me that I had any of the new 

".90's" until after the drive toward Vaux. 

The tank that Pulizzi was riding, was the 

same that got hit. It still had the steel 

plate reinforcement on the front, covered 

with sandbags and logs. The ".88" went 

through all of them, through the fighting 

compartment, through the motor block and out 

the back. That left me with two operational 

vehicles, and then I got replacements." 

[Every item in the Road Block finds your 

editor "going fishing"!! Do the items remind 

you of your experiences? Please let us know 

what you recal1 . ] 

"ICE CREAM ANYONE I" 

Freddie Hunt's tale was amusing, when he told 

about Bang's Disease. 

I, too, went for Ice Cream in Liege,-how he 

stirred up memories. 

We were sitting around in Germany when the 

talk turned to Liege and its Glace. 

Bugganer and I convinced Capt. Gosch that it 

was a short trip to that place. 

So early next morning, "Mac", "Buggy" and 1, 

went into Liege in my jeep. 

To get enough ice cream for the evening meal, 

a promise we found hard to keep. 

"Off Limits" signs were all about. Where to 

get the ice cream was anyone's guess! 

But fortunately we stumbled upon a huge 

U.S. Air Force mess. 

For a few "Heinle" souvenirs the Mess Sgt. 

told us where they made Glace, 

But warning of the M.P. swarm in town, 

we would surely be caught in that place. 

He provided us a place to clean up and gave 

us polish for our shoes. 

We soon acquired the "rear echelon" look, 

with everything but the "dress blues"! 

Then to the confectioner three of us sped, 

and quickly we struck up a deal. 

The large order would take three hours, and 

thus we had to cool our heels. 
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W h f r c t o h i d e t i l l t h e I c e C r e a m w a s m a d e . 

I t h o u g h l 0 1 " T h e P u r l o i n e d L e t t e r , 

If S h c r c is s o m e t h i n g y o u w a n t e d t o h i d e , 

t h e m o r e o b v i o u s it wa.s, t h e b e t t e r ! 

S o w e w e n t r i g h t d o w n t o t h e t o w n s b i g s q u a r e 

ii p a r k that w a s r i n g e d on f o u r s i d e s , 

B y h e a d q u a r t e r s of C o r p s , A i r F o r c e a n d A r m y . 

T h e y h a d a l l of ihc b u i l d i n g s o c c u p i e d , 

The M.P.':. at e a c h c o r n e r d i r e c t e d t r a f f i c , 

thi-s w a s w h e r e w e c h o s e t o h i d e . 

W e s a w a s m a l l b a r in t h e m i d d l e of t h i s . 

B u t ivhen w e w a l k e d in, j u s t h a r d l y i n s i d e , 

A b a n d p l a y e d , " T h e S t a r S p a n g l e d B a n n e r " 

s o H c s n a p p e d In a t t e n t i o n a n d g a v e a r i g h t 

hand(.'ci s a l u t e , in a t r u e m i l i t a r y m a n n e r . 

W h y we w e r e n ' t c a u g h t tlien, I'll n e v e r k n o w , 

b u t a s s o o n a s t h e a n t h e m w a s o ' e r 

W e w e n t to t h e r e a r of t h a t B e l g i a n b a r , 

a n d l o o k e d for a q u i c k e x i t d o o r ! 

T h e n t h e p e o p l e c a m e b a c k t o o u r t a b l e , 

in w h a t s e e m e d a n u n e n d i n g l i n e , 

T o j u s t s h a k e o u r h a n d s , or p a t o u r b a c k s , 

a n d e a c h b r o u g h t us a g l a s s of w i n e . 

" P a r l o z Anglai.';?" w e w o u l d a s k e a c h o n e , 

a t ]nr,\e .said h e c o u l d . 
W e a s k e d t h e w a y o u t t h e b a c k d o o r , 

a n d h e g r i n n e d a n d s a i d t h a t h o w o u l d . 
W e c h a t t e d a w h i l e w i t h a l l t h e p a t r o n s , b u t 

t h e w i n e w a s n o w t a k i n g i t s t o l l . 
W e h a d t o g e t o u t , g e t s o m e f r e s h a i r , s o I 

t o l d o u r n e w f r i e n d , " L e t u s r o l l ! " 
H e w i n k e d a n d s m i l e d a n d s a i d " F o l l o w m e . " 

a n d o u t t h r b a c k d o o r w e d i d g o . ^ 
W e r e e l e d a n d w e t o t t e r e d a s w e f o l l o w e d o u r 

f r i e n d t o t h e d o o r of a n a n c i e n t c h a t e a u , 

lit? t o o k us i n s i d e , a n d t o m y s u r p r i s e , 

it w a s a h o u s e of s e x u a l p l e a s u r e . 

A n d " B u g g y " g r i n n e d " J u s t w h a t d i d y o u a s k ? 

a s a n i n t e r p r e t e r y o u a r e a t r e a s u r e ! " 

I t ' s o n l y f a i r y t a l e s t h a t h a v e h a p p y e n d i n g s 

b e f o r e w e c o u l d f a l l f r o m G o d ' s g r a c e , 

T h e l u c k of t h i s I r i s h m a n q u i c k l y r a n o u t -

t h e M . P . ' s r a i d e d t h e p l a c e . 

T h e P r o v o s t M a r s h a l l , a 6 f o o t m a j o r , I ' d s a y , 

h a d h a r d l y o'pened h i s t r a p 

W h e n " B u g g y " h o l l e r e d , " D o n ' t t a k e a n y "S t, 

H i t t h a t r e a r e c h e l o n e r , H a p ! " 

1 s o b e r e d e n o u g h t o e x p l a i n w h y w e c a m e , 

a n d w h y vre w e r e f o r c e d t o s t a y in t h e t o w n . 

T h e m a j o r r e l e n t e d a n d t o l d an M . P . 

t o e s c o r t us a l l out of t o w n . 

.Not w i t h o u t t h e I c e C r e a m , I q u i c k l y r e p l i e d , 

" I ' l l l a k e n o tfs n o r a n d s a n d b u t s ! " 

S o t h e M . P . t o o k u s t o t h e I c e C r e a m s t o r e , 

a n d w a t c h e d w h i l e I b l a c k - m a r k e t e d b u l l s . 

T h e y w a n t e d s o b a d l y t o g e t u s o u t of t o w n , 

t h e y n e v e r w a r n e d us of B a n g ' s d i s e a s e ! ! ! 

" O T T O " 

A r t h u r F . P a r n e l l (A) 

T h o s e of u s w h o w a n t e d t o k n o w m o r e 

a b o u t t h e m e n w i t h w h o m w e w e r e t o s h a r e a r m y 

l i f e , t h e i r b a c k g r o u n d a n d b e h a v i o u r , f o u n d 

" O t t o " a s t r i k i n g , u n u s u a l c o m r a d e . He w a s 

t a l l , l i g h t l y f r e c k l e d , p a l e in c o m p l e x i o n , 

a n d h i s b o d y m o v e d a s if h e w a s c o n s i s t e n t l y 

t i r e d . H e s e l e c t e d w h a t h e w a n t e d t o k n o w of 

w h a t w a s o u r d i e t of t r a i n i n g , a n d w i t h d i s 

d a i n for s o m e of t h e p e o p l e w h o c h o s e t o h a n d 

u s w h a t h e r e j e c t e d . W h a t w a s s t r i k i n g w a s 

P a r n e l l ( A ) ? ? ? 

t h a t " O t t o " d e m o n s t r a t e d h i s d e f i a n c e w i t h a 

c l a r i t y t h a t k e p t h i m o u t of t r o u b l e , a n d w o n 

o b s e r v e r s a d m i r a t i o n . In o n e i n s t a n c e h e d i d 

n o t r e s p o n d w h e n t h e c o m p a n y w a s a s s e m b l e d , 

a n d a p p e a r e d t o h a v e g o n e t o o f a r . H i s c o o l 

e x p l a n a t i o n c l e a r e d t h e a i r . 

" O t t o " w a s p a r t of t h e p o k e r s c e n e . H e 

h a d t h e " d e a d p a n " f o r i t . H e ' d " f a k e 'em 

o u t ! " O f t e n h e w a s t h e l o s e r . 

H e f e l t t h a t o r d i n a r y h u m a n b e h a v i o r h a d 

l i t t l e v i r t u e . It m i g h t h a v e g r o w n out of h i s 

e x p e r i e n c e s of e m p l o y m e n t in a b u r e a u c r a c y 

p r e - w a r . It m i g h t h a v e b e e n h i s r e l i g i o u s 

v i e w s w h i c h p r o m p t e d h i m t o p r o v e h e w a s n o t 

c o r r u p t e d b y t h e a r m y e n v i r o n m e n t . H i s c o l 

l e a g u e s q u i c k l y r a t e d h i m a s a l e a d e r b e c a u s e 

he d e m o n s t r a t e d , m i l d l y , b e h a v i o u r t h e y 

a p p r e c i a t e d . H i s s u p e r i o r s s a w h i s p o t e n t i a l . 

In c o m b a t h e o c c a s i o n a l l y a c t e d d a r i n g l y 
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in dangerous situailons aw if hr was Iftyvlng 

his safety to a higher being. H(; did nol 

demand his men act similarly, and was con

cerned with destroying the enemy and securing 

his crew. Here seemed a man in defiance of 

what he took to be pettiness, and in combat, 

justifying his actions by proving he could 

carry his load. He was successful enough to 

find himself in O.C.S., and back with his 

company. He handled his contact with his com 

rades well, maintaining the respect he held 

previously. "Otto"? A character! Edi t or 

GOT THE JOB DONE! RETIRED! 

"The tank destroyer was created for the 

primary mission of destroying hostile armor. 

Its initial superiority for this mission lay 

in its superior gun power. With the develop

ment of more adequate tank cannon and due to 

the offensive nature of operations, the need 

for this special-mission type of unit has 

ceased. During operations tank destroyers 

were required to assume tank missions for 

which they were not equipped or trained ade

quately, and to perform secondary missions as 

roving batteries, direct fire assault gun 

action and augmentation of the fire of 

armored units. The tank destroyer mission as 

originally conceived has been superseded by 

the requirements for a killer tank. Tank 

destroyers should be replaced by a tank which 

can equal or outgun enemy tanks and which has 

sufficient armor to protect itself and its 

crew from normal anti-tank and tank weapons." 

First United States Army. Report of Opera^ 

tlons. 2/23-5/45 (3 vols. Wash.; Gov't. 

Printing Office, 1946),I,93. 

******************** 

WHAT THE HELL! 

THEY WERE ONLY PRACTICING! 

"Since December (1943), the [British] 

troops had been training intensively for 

their roles in the invasion. In April there 

were full scale rehearsals, including 

assaults--on the Devon coast--where the 

beaches resembled those of the Calvados. 

Exercise TIGER, the rehearsal of Force "U" 

that was to land at UTAH, produced a tragedy 

when nine German E-Boats out of Cherbourg, 

motor torpedo boats displacing about 100 tons 

and armed with two torpedo tubes and two 

light guns each, got in among the landing 

craft in Lyme Bay and sank two LST's while 

dawaKJ^JH aiuitlinr. Five other LST's anci two 

British deslroyers engaged the E-Bojds, "out 

the Germans escaped, and the action cost l!»e 

Allies aboil! 7 00 liv^^s." 

We i g1ey, Russc11 F., Ei senhower's 

Lieutenants, Bloomlngton: Indiana U. 

Pr., 1981 p. 71, 
*******-*********************•** 

AMERICANS IN NORMANDY 

(See 703rd Road Block. 11,3, 9/91, 11-12) 

Now A British View 

"Some senior Americans regretted that 

their army had failed to adopt Montgomery's 

"A" Co. 

Adolph Hohenberger Prank Cox John Keough Jr. 

John Doherty Paul K, Clark- Leo Wiltler-

Rosviel Reiling 

policy before D Day, of leavening untried 

divisions with key officers and NCO's who 

possessed battle experience at battalion 

level and below. There had also been a fail

ure to make the men of the Fir.?! Array famil

iar with their leaders. A few divisional 

commanders became widely known and respected 

by their men. But the roll call of senior 

American officers found wanting and sacked in 

Normandy was astonishing: — 

If Bradley's personal modesty was one of 

his most engaging characteristics, it con

tributed to the impersonality of his array. 

Whatever men thought of Pat Ion and many 

scorned him all of them knew who he was. 

Most took a pride, then and later, in .sejrving 

with Fallon'.'; army. As Montgomery understood 

so well, the cult of per-sonality can be 

immediately valuable in wsr. The lack of it 
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w i l h i n t h e A m e r i c a n a r m y in N o r m a n d y - t h e 

d i f f i c u l t y for m o s t i n f a n t r y r e p l a c e m e n t s 

i d e n t i f y i n g w i t h a m a n , a u n i t , a n y t h i n g 

h u m a n b e y o n d t h e i r o w n s q u a d s a v e t h e v a s t 

j u g g e r n a u t of t a n k s a n d g u n s w i t h w h i c h t h e y 

r o l l e d c o n t r i b u t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o t h e d i f 

f i c u l t i e s of t h e A m e r i c a n a r m y . W h e r e t h e 

G e r m a n a r m y d i d i t s u t m o s t t o m a i n t a i n m e n in 

r e g i o n a l f o r m a t i o n s , t h e A m e r i c a n s p u r s u e d a 

d e l i b e r a t e p o l i c y of d i v i d i n g m e n of t h e s a m e 

t o w n or s t a t e - a l e g a c y of t h e F i r s t W a r , 

w h e n t h e p a i n of a l o c a l u n i t ' s d e s t r u c t i o n 

w a s t h o u g h t t o h a v e b o r n e t o o h e a v i l y u p o n 

i n d i v i d u a l c o m m u n i t i e s . B u t e v e n i n d u s t r i a l 

i z e d w a r on a v a s t s c a l e n e e d s i t s f o c u s of 

i d e n t i t y , i t s c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r s . T h e s e w e r e 

I n s t i n c t i v e h u m a n n e c e s s i t i e s t h a t A m e r i c a ' s 

c o m m a n d e r s s e e m e d s l o w t o u n d e r s t a n d . " 

H a s t i n g s , M a x , O v e r l o r d : D - D a y a n d t h e 

B a t t l e for N o r m a n d y , N . Y . : S i m o n & 

S c h u s t 

7 0 3 r d T a n k D e s t r o y e r B n . 

A s s o c i a t i o n 

E d w a r d M c l n t y r e , P r e s i d e n t 

4 2 4 3 K i r b y R o a d 

C i n c i n n a t i . O h i o 4 5 2 2 3 

H a r o l d P a u l s o n , V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

B o x 2 7 1 P r i v a t e R o a d 

Y a p h a n k . N e w Y o r k 1 1 9 8 0 

R o b e r t D . S c h u t t , S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r 

4 2 1 N o r d b e r g , N . W . 

G r a n d R a p i d s . M i c h i g a n 4 9 5 0 4 

J o h n C z a j k o w s k i , A s s ' t . S e c ' y . T r e a s u r e r 

4 3 S u n n y s i d e D r i v e 

Y a n t i c , C o n n e c t i c u t 0 6 3 8 9 

D e a c o n L e o n a r d M a r c h e w k a , C h a p l a i n 

4 0 5 K R i d g e R o a d 

N o r t h A r l i n g t o n . N e w J e r s e y 0 7 0 3 1 

E v e r e t t S t i t e s , L I A I S O N 

5 8 1 F o r e s t D r i v e 

R i v e r v a l e . N e w J e r s e y 0 7 6 7 5 

;r, 1 9 8 4 , 2 4 7 - 2 4 8 . N a t h a n G o l d b e r g , E d i t o r 

2 6 2 W o o d l a n d A v e n u e 

S u m m i t , N e w J e r s e y 0 7 9 0 1 
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N a t h a n G o l d b e r g 

2 6 2 W o o d l a n d A v e n u e 

S u m m i t , N e w J e r s e y 0 7 9 0 1 

F I R S T C L A S S M A I L 


