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AT EASE IN OMAHA 

The T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n R e u n i o n 

September 9-12, 1990 

I t sounded o f f w i t h a " s w i n g i n " ' dance 

band, w i t h t h e " t a n k e r s " h a v i n g o n l y l o s t a 

smidgeon of t h e i r s k i l l a t l e a d i n g t h e i r 

" g a l s " ! The memo r i a l s e r v i c e t o honor t h o s e 

who d i d n ' t g e t back m o i s t e n e d t h e e y e s of t h e 

f i f t e e n from our b a t t a l i o n who were t h e r e . We 

met a s a group t o c o n d u c t our b a t t a l i o n a s s o ­

c i a t i o n b u s i n e s s , t h e n i n t o our c i v i l i a n 

" C l a s s 'A'" u n i f o r m s , s i t t i n g a t t h r e e t a b l e s 

f o r a f i n e b a n q u e t . 

B a t t a l i o n H.Q. was w i t h F r a n k and Marge 

M i l l e r (A) -- l o t s of good t a l k and r e f r e s h ­

m e n t s . The M i l l e r s s t i r good f e e l i n g , i n d e e d ! 

The G o l d b e r g s (A) wa l k e d and v i s i t e d a s 

f a r a s G r i n n e l l , I o w a , but your e d i t o r ' s g o a l 

was t o soa k up i n f o and a s i p of t h e b r i n e y ! 

F l o r e n c e e n j o y e d b e i n g p a r t of i t a l l . 

J i m S a n t i n o (A) beams t h a t b r oad s m i l e , 

and e x c h a n g e s words of p l e a s u r e and com­

p a n i o n s h i p a t our g a t h e r i n g s . 

C l a u d e B a l l ( B ) , l o n g a f t e r a c a r e e r i n 

t h e s e r v i c e , made up f o r b e i n g w i t h us o n l y 

f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e w i t h e n t h u s i a s m and some 

of t h a t " f o l d i n g s t u f f " ! 

C e c i l and E v a Stagman (H.Q.) had young 

f o l k s e x c i t e m e n t , c u r i o s i t y , f i n e company and 

made a d o n a t i o n . He had F r e d Hunt, f e l l o w 

" t r u c k e r " , w i t h whom t o " p a r l e z - v o u s " . 

I . B . and I n e z W a g o n s e l l e r ( B ) have t h a t 

e a s y g o i n ' way about t h e i r s h a r i n g w i t h u s . A 

r e u n i o n i s j u s t not l o n g enough t o a p p r e c i a t e 

them. 

Ed and C l a i r e M c l n t y r e (A) n e v e r f a i l t o 

d e m o n s t r a t e a q u i e t y e t deep c o n c e r n and 

wonderment f o r t h e whole e x p e r i e n c e t h a t was 

and i s t h e " 7 0 3 r d " ! 

Emmet C a r e s s (A) has t h e same q u i e t 

s t r e n g t h t h a t he had a s a s o l d i e r . H i s D a i s y 

showed us t h a t s h e i s t h e g e n t l e power on 

t h e i r t e am. 

We m i s s e d L o r a - - g e t t i n ' b e t t e r — but 

Bob S c h u t t (A) was a s e v e r , a p i l l a r of 

r e a s o n w o r k i n g t o buck up t h e 7 0 3 r d ! 

Len S t r a u b ( A ) , was a l w a y s the p r i v a t e 

p e r s o n , y e t w i t h e v e r y s i n g l e l o o k , word, or 

a c t i o n , he a s s u r e s you t h a t you c o u n t . 

F r e d and G e o r g i a Hunt (H.Q.) had r e a c h e d 

a n o t h e r g o a l . Not o n l y d i d he have G e o r g i a , 

but he c o u l d now o r d e r around a C o l o n e l , h i s 

V i c e P r e s i d e n t . H e ' l l l e a d us t o S p r i n g f i e l d , 

Mo. and t h e 7 0 3 r d r e u n i o n i n '94. 

Mer l e and Bee G o o d r i c h (H.Q.) a r e p l a y ­

i n g t h e i r r o l e i n s u p p o r t of F r e d — a g a i n i n 

a l e a d e r s h i p r o l e i n t h e 7 0 3 r d . 

V i c and F l o r e n c e Borek (A) showed a b i t 

more i n t h e i r s m i l e s t h a n e v e n J i m S a n t i n o ! 

Your e d i t o r f e e l s we need t o know more a b o u t 

t h i s g r e a t p a i r . P l e a s e , V i c , how about a 

y a r n f o r t h e Road B l o c k ? 

El m e r and F r a n c i s L a n g b e c k e r (A) What 

goes f o r t h e B o r e k s , goes f o r t h e s e two! 

Pro b l e m was t h a t a l l of us c o u l d n ' t be i n t h e 

2nd p l a t o o n t o g e t t o know them much b e t t e r ! 

Bob Green (HQ) t h e f e r v o r i n h i s e y e s 

h e l p e d c o v e r up t h e a c h e s t h a t a l m o s t k e p t 

him from g e t t i n g t o Omaha. We want t o match 

h i s c o u r a g e so a s t o s e r v e our a s s o c i a t i o n . 

Rocco and R e g i n a Mantro ( A ) , p l u s E v e r e t t and 

Mar i e S t i t e s wanted t o j o i n u s , but Rocco and 

Mar i e a r e r e c o v e r i n g from i l l n e s s e s . 

HUNT AND PECK ! 

B a t t a l i o n A s s o c i a t i o n M e e ting 

Ed M c l n t y r e spoke b r i e f l y i n t u r n i n g 

o v e r t h e a s s o c i a t i o n t o t h e new o f f i c e r s . 

Bob S c h u t t r e p o r t e d a b a l a n c e i n our 

t r e a s u r y of $1 3 5 8 . 0 0 . C o n t r i b u t i o n s of 

$130.00 d u r i n g t h e d i v i s i o n r e u n i o n l i f t e d 

our c a s h a s s e t s t o $1488. Bob w i l l p r e s e n t 

I . B . W a g o n s e l l e r a more d e t a i l e d r e p o r t and 

t h e a s s e t s s h o r t l y . P l e a s e send your $10 i n 

a n n u a l dues and $10 ( v o l u n t a r y ) f o r t h e Road 

B l o c k t o I . B . , our new t r e a s u r e r . 

We had hoped t h a t P a u l C l a r k (A-HQ) 

would be our s e c r e t a r y , but h i s p h y s i c a l con­

d i t i o n w i l l not a l l o w him to c a r r y on. F r e d 

w i l l " h o l d t h a t f o r t " t i l l L e n S t r a u b (A) 

Normandy N o r t h e r n F r a n c e The R h i n e l a n d The Ar d e n n e s C e n t r a l E u r o p e 
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t a k e s o v e r a t t h e d i v i s i o n r e u n i o n i n 

I n d i a n a p o l i s , 9 /93. I f you need a 703rd mem­

b e r s h i p d i r e c t o r y w i t h t h e l a t e s t c h a n g e s , 

p l e a s e l e t F r e d know so he can g e t one t o 

y o u . Other v e t e r a n s a s s o c i a t i o n s have used 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s t o f i n d "AWOL" and l o s t mem­

b e r s of t h e i r o u t f i t s . T h e r e c e r t a i n l y a r e 

men of t h e 703rd who do not know we have an 

a s s o c i a t i o n . Combat Command B i l l L o v e l a d y 

t u r n e d up C l a u d e B a l l ( B ) f o r u s . "Hap" P a u l ­

s o n found C l i n t o n R e i d ( C ) w i t h t h e h e l p of a 

p o s t m i s t r e s s . We r e s c u e d John P r i o r (A) from 

Down E a s t v i a a t e l e p h o n e d i r e c t o r y w i t h t h e 

h e l p of " C a z i m i r " P i e p i o r a (A) and J a c k 

M o r i a r t y ( A ) . S t i r y o u r s e l v e s and t h e new 

members you b r i n g back i n t o t h e f o l d , t o have 

a g r e a t t i m e i n S p r i n g f i e l d , Mo. i n '94! Send 

them C h r i s t m a s c a r d s ! L e t ' s not f o r g e t t o 

c o n t a c t t h e widows, t o make them know we c a r e 

and want them t o s h a r e i n t h a t c e l e b r a t i o n . 

L e t ' s make s u r e t h e y a r e g e t t i n g t h e Road 

B l o c k s . 

M e r l e and I . B . spoke e n c o u r a g i n g l y about 

t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t , t h e e a s e of t r a v e l v i a a i r 

or highway t o S p r i n g f i e l d , Mo., and t h e need 

f o r h a r d work t o make t h e r e u n i o n a s u c c e s s . 

D e s p i t e our i n c r e a s i n g l y c r e a k y j o i n t s , l e t ' s 

make i t t h e b e s t r e u n i o n , e v e r ! 

S p r i n g t i m e I n The O z a r k s 

Have you r e s e r v e d May 1 7 - 1 9 ; 1994 f o r 

our b a t t a l i o n r e u n i o n i n S p r i n g f i e l d , 

M i s s o u r i ? L e t ' s g e t i t on your c a l e n d a r . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

L e t Him Know We C a r e ! 

P a u l C l a r k (A,Hq) h a r d l y c a n h e a r and i s 

i n weak h e a l t h . Edna l e t us know he c o u l d n ' t 

make i t t o Omaha. L e t t h i s l o y a l p a i r know 

how we f e e l a b o u t them. 

924 E . Thomas, Sherman, TX 75090 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

P L E A S E 

Get The l e a d Out ! 

W r i t e your c h e c k s t o t h e 703rd Tank 

D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , $10 f o r your 

1993 membership and t h e v o l u n t a r y $10 f o r 

your a n n u a l s u b s c r i p t i o n of t h e Road B l o c k . 

Send t h e che c k t o I . B . W a g o n s e l l e r , 320 

W.Walnut, Bowie, TX 7 6 2 3 0 . 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS 

K a t h l e e n S o u t a r (C) 

P.O. Box 452 

White House S t a t i o n , NJ 08889 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

GET I T RIGHT FOR ONCE. SOLDIER ! 

Tom L a u g h i n g (B) s e n t a l o n g a f i n e c a r d 

and n o t e . " E n j o y e d r e a d i n g t h e Road B l o c k — 

T h e r e a r e a few m i s t a k e s : my w i f e ' s name i s 

H e l e n , my e y e s a r e brown not b l u e . I was 

e l e c t e d f o r t h r e e y e a r s not two a s t r i b a l 

c h i e f . " 

" G o l d i e " s t i l l c a n ' t g e t t h i n g s 

s t r a i g h t ! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

"GETTIN' BETTER !" 

Bob G r e e n (Hq) p l a n n e d w e l l , — n e w t r u c k 

t o go t o t h e R e a d i n g R e u n i o n , — u s e i t f o r 

v i s i t s t o C a l i f o r n i a t h i s p a s t summer, and on 

h i s way home, d r i v e i t t o Omaha f o r t h e d i v i ­

s i o n r e u n i o n . B - u - t a "sawbones" put him 

out of c o m m i s s i o n f o r f i v e w e eks, t h e n onto a 

r e l a t i v e ' s farm w i t h no d r i v i n g f o r months, 

s t i l l not knowing i f he c o u l d make t h e 

p l a n n e d t r i p s . Got t h e r e , y e a h ! He s a y s h e ' s 

f e e l i n g s t r o n g e r e v e r y day! L e t ' s c h e e r him 

up! ! 8765 M u l b e r r y , C a s e y v i l l e , I L 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FAMILY OF HEROES 

John 0. S m i t h (Hq) m i s s e d our r e u n i o n . 

He was w i t h h i s mother i n C a l i f o r n i a on h e r 

ONE HUNDREDTH B i r t h d a y . 

I n t h e B a t t l e of Brentwood H i l l s ( n e a r 

N a s h v i l l e ) , Union f o r c e s c a p t u r e d t h e f l a g of 

t h e S i x t h F l o r i d a V o l u n t e e r I n f a n t r y , Decem­

ber 16, 1864. F o r h i s r o l e i n t h a t a c t i o n . 

P r i v a t e O t i s W. S m i t h , Co."G", 9 5 t h Ohio 

V o l u n t e e r I n f a n t r y , was awarded t h e Medal o f 

Honor by t h e S e c r e t a r y of War on F e b r u a r y 2 2 , 

1 8 6 5 . P r i v a t e O t i s S m i t h was J o h n ' s g r a n d ­

f a t h e r ! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ROUNDED ONE UP i 

I f you t r y you might come up w i t h a c r e w 

member w i t h whom you've l o s t c o n t a c t ? T e l l 

t h e f o l k s w i t h whom you a s s o c i a t e you a r e a 

" S p e a r h e a d e r " , and t h e y might know a n o t h e r ! 

I gave a c q u a i n t a n c e s x e r o x e d c o p i e s of Road 

B l o c k . One a s k e d me t o have c o p i e s s e n t 

r e g u l a r l y t o C a r l P e t e r s o n , h i s n e i g h b o r , 

of t h e 7 7 4 t h T.D. Bn. XXth C o r p s , T h i r d Army. 
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C a r l w r o t e l / i / ' i l t h a t when he was 

t r a i n i n g a t F o r t Knox, he r e c a l l s m e e t i n g a 

George S o u t a r ( C ) ( T a p s , R.B. 111,2 6/92) who 

came from White House S t a t i o n , N . J . ( S e e 

" D i r e c t o r y C o r r e c t i o n s " a b o v e . ) " s m a l l , 

small, w o r l d ! " 

C a r l had some q u e s t i o n s a b o u t our a s s o ­

c i a t i o n and s e n t a c h e c k . W e ' l l keep i n t o u c h 

w i t h him. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MAYBE WE'VE WON THIS ONE! 

C o l o n e l S h o w a l t e r (Hq) got us i n t o t h i s 

one i n t h e v e r y f i r s t ( M a r c h , 1990) i s s u e , of 

t h e Road B l o c k . 

H i s g o a l was t o f i n d C l i n t o n R e i d ( C ) i n 

o r d e r " t o upgrade R e i d ' s award f o r h e r o i s m . " 

I n two i s s u e s of t h e R.B. a l l of you were 

a s k e d f o r your h e l p i n f i n d i n g him. A "Hap" 

P a u l s o n ( C ) poem i n an e a r l i e r d i v i s i o n 

n e w s l e t t e r was t h e s t i m u l u s t h a t g o t t h e hunt 

on t h e way, and "Hap" h a s k e p t i t g o i n g . H i s 

r e c e n t l e t t e r t o t h e e d i t o r shows us t h e t y p e 

of r e c o n n a i s s a n c e a l l of us s h o u l d be d o i n g : 

" T h a t o l d notebook of Joe T a b e r s k i (C) 

t h a t s a i d R e i d l i v e d i n T R I L B Y t u r n e d out t o 

be T R I B B E Y , Oklahoma. A d e d i c a t e d p o s t ­

m i s t r e s s i n Shawnee, OK, s e n t me t h e phone 

numbers of e v e r y R e i d i n Potawotamie C o u n t y , 

OK and I c o n t a c t e d a few of them. A Mrs. J o a n 

R e i d (no r e l a t i o n ) a s k e d a r o u n d . She found a 

man (named) Boyd R e i d who remembered t h e 

R e i d s , and he found someone w i t h R e i d ' s new 

a d d r e s s . P o s t O f f i c e Box 482 , ALBION, CA, 

9541 0 . I w r o t e him l a s t week, and I am a w a i t ­

i n g h i s r e p l y . " "Hap" P a u l s o n 

RESULT: Hap's t a l k e d w i t h him! 

Are you s t a y i n g a l e r t t o "round up" a " v e t " 

who was i n t h e 7 0 3 r d , and g e t him t o become a 

p a y i n g member? I f you need c o p i e s of t h e R.B. 

t o h e l p , l e t me know. Check i f y o u r f r i e n d s 

a t t h e l o c a l V.F.W. or " L e g i o n " h a n g o u t s c a n 

l o c a t e a onetime " 7 0 3 r d Tank D e s t r o y e r " . Get 

t o 'im, buddy! H e ' l l a p p r e c i a t e i t ! H e ' l l 

j o i n us i n S p r i n g f i e l d , MO i n '94! E d i t o r 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

COMIN' HOME 

The t r a i n went ar o u n d t h e bend. 

My homeward j o u r n e y was about t o e n d . 

The s t a t i o n was empty and b l e a k . 

So q u i e t my combat b o o t s seemed t o s q u e a k . 

F o u r y e a r s b e f o r e I had l e f t home. 

To go i n t h e army and d i d I roam. 

F i g h t i n g o v e r s e a s f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . 

L o t s of b l o o d , s w e a t and t e a r s . 

L i k e many a combat v e t . 

O v e r s e a s we had been l e t . 

Germany and J a p a n had s u r r e n d e r e d a w h i l e 

b a c k . 

A l l we wanted was t h e homeward t r a c k . 

S l i n g i n g my d u f f l e b a g on my back 

How q u i e t , n ot ev e n a t a x i a t t h e r a c k . 

W a l k i n g s l o w l y , t h i n k i n g of my b r o t h e r 

Who had been blown up by a J a p a n e s e m i n e. 

T h a n k i n g God t h a t I was f i n e . 

Downtown had not changed much t h e p a s t f o u r 

y e a r s . 

O l d e r , y e s , d i r t i e r , y e s . 

But t h e o l d c h u r c h and s c h o o l b r o u g h t f o r t h 

t e a r s . 

The V i c t o r y p a r a d e s and c e l e b r a t i o n s were 

f i n i s h e d . 

But my p r i d e and p a t r i o t i s m were n ot 

d i m i n i s h e d . 

Soon I saw t h e o l d p l a c e where I knew would 

be my mom and dad , , 

T h e r e I would g e t a g r e a t welcome, 

The b e s t homecoming f o r t h i s s o l d i e r l a d . 

D o nald M c K i e r n a n (A) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

DOCUMENTATION 

[ Below i s a cop y of a p o r t i o n of my 

d i a r y . I t was w r i t t e n v e r y s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e 

e v e n t s o c c u r r e d . The e v e n t s a r e w r i t t e n a s I 

u n d e r s t o o d t h e y happened. Some of you were 

t h e r e , and maybe you a r e s u r e I am not c o r ­

r e c t or t h a t you have more t o add, or c a n 

r e c a l l s i m i l a r e v e n t s a t t h a t t i m e . You w i l l 

be h e l p i n g your e d i t o r come c l o s e r t o t h e 

t r u t h of what took p l a c e , t h e g o a l of t h e 

h i s t o r i a n , i f you communicate w i t h him.] 

September 1 5 , 1944 

J u s t a head were t h e d r a g o n ' s t e e t h of 

t h e S i e g f r i e d L i n e , t h e r e t o s t o p our t a n k s . 

P i l l b o x e s and b u n k e r s were on a l l s i d e s . S g t . 

M a r t i n F e e n e y ( 1 s t P l a t . - A ) saw a German move 

a t a bunker and a f t e r f i r i n g f o u r r o u n d s , two 

a t t h e bunker and two a t a r u n n i n g s o l d i e r , 

we saw one German dead and an i m m o b i l i z e d 

37mm AT gun. L a t e i n t h e d a y of t h e 1 3 t h , l A 

moved back and l e f t , t h e n t h r o u g h a l i n e c u t 

i n t h e woods. I t was t h e f i r s t m a j o r a s s a u l t 

a g a i n s t t h e " l i n e " . As we f e l l i n t o a 
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d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n a t an e n t r a n c e of a gap 

made by t h e e n g i n e e r s i n t h e c o n c r e t e 

" o b s t a c l e c o u r s e " , German m o r t a r f i r e r a i n e d 

i n on us and c h i l l s t o o . S n i p e r s opened up, 

and our t a n k s s u f f e r e d i n g o o d l y numbers. At 

l e a s t e i g h t were b u r n i n g b e f o r e t h e o b s t a c l e s 

and b u n k e r s . We were s t i c k i n g t o h i g h ground 

and soon t h e b a t t a l i o n of t h e 1 s t I n f . D i v . , 

w h i c h CCA was f o r t u n a t e i n h a v i n g a t t a c h e d , 

s t a r t e d t o c r o s s t h e f i e l d t o h o l d t h e ground 

won by t h e t a n k e r s and t h e i r own i n f a n t r y . 

Our p l a t o o n had been on t h e l o o k o u t and 

s p o t t e d t h e s n i p e r s i n t h e h o u s e s b e h i n d us 

up a r o a d . We u s e d .50 c a l . MG's, r i f l e s and 

c a r b i n e s and k e p t f i r i n g t i l l we p a s s e d t h e 

o b s t a c l e s . 

Y e s t e r d a y t a n k s t o our l e f t were a f t e r 

p i l l b o x e s , and m o r t a r f i r e was h u r l e d i n t o a 

town on our l e f t . T h e i r i n f a n t r y had a m o r t a r 

o b s e r v e r who a l m o s t c a l l e d a p e r f e c t s a l v o a s 

h i s guns r a i n e d f o u r r o u n d s t e n y a r d s from a 

f i l e of i n f a n t r y m e n . L u c k i l y , t h e men were i n 

a low s p o t and c a s u a l t i e s were l i g h t . We were 

i n t h e l e a d i n Germany and had had a t a s t e of 

f i r e a g a i n . T r o u b l e was a h e a d . 

I n t h e column a l l t h e way from t h e S e i n e 

R., CCA had s u f f e r e d l o s s e s . I n t h e l e a d com­

p a n i e s , t a n k s t r e n g t h had been c u t 7 5 % , — w e 

were f o r t u n a t e t h a t new t a n k s had been 

b r o u g h t up. Our d e s t r o y e r s needed g r e a s i n g , 

f r e s h o i l and r a d i o m a i n t e n a n c e . Our 3 r d 

p l a t o o n , w h i c h i s i n r e s e r v e i s t a k i n g our 

p l a c e , and maybe w e ' l l g e t a c h a n c e t o do 

t h i s work. We a r e moving up w i t h t h e a r t i l ­

l e r y , h o w e v e r , and more c o n t a c t . On t h e 1 3 t h 

we saw ME 1 0 9 ' s , more German p l a n e s t h a n I 

had e v e r s e e n . Our a i r s u p p o r t was f i n e t h e 

1 1 t h and 1 2 t h , but b e c a u s e of r a i n and c l o u d s 

we've s e e n l i t t l e of our f i g h t e r bombers t h e 

p a s t two d a y s . We a r e i n a r o u n d AACHEN. 

S e p t . 1 5 - 1 7 , 1944 

l A was w i t h t h e C P . i n r e s e r v e . 3A 

j o i n e d TFX i n our p l a c e and have had 

c a s u a l t i e s . S / S g t / D a n i e l , t h e i r p l a t , s g t . , 

C h i c a g o , s e r i o u s l y wounded, Joe H a s e l r i c k , 

Conn, and C l a i r M u r r a y , s l i g h t l y wounded, 

however t h e l a t t e r s t i l l w i t h t h e c r e w . 4 

m i l e s a h e a d i s Aachen now w i t h A m e r i c a n s on 

t h r e e s i d e s . Our a r t i l l e r y i s w o r k i n g n i g h t 

and d a y . Germans a r e on b o t h s i d e s of u s , but 

t o d a y t h e P-47's a r e g i v i n g c l o s e s u p p o r t . 

Y e s t e r d a y a " L i g h t n i n g " d i e d p l u n g i n g t o 

e a r t h from an ME-109's f i r e . The L u f t w a f f e i s 

f i g h t i n g back a l i t t l e . Many an a r t i l l e r y 

s e r e n a d e s t r u c k a t t h e p i l l b o x e s t h a t c o n ­

t i n u e t o h o l d o u t . At 1500 on t h e 1 5 t h our 

t a n k s b r e a c h e d a n o t h e r row of d r a g o n ' s t e e t h 

a t t h e e x p e n s e of 8 medium t a n k s . Some 155mm. 

r i f l e s mounted on t a n k c h a s s i s (M-12) a r e 

u s e d d i r e c t l y a g a i n s t f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . We have 

been s i t t i n g a t t h e same l o c a t i o n f o r 48 

h o u r s . 

S e p t . 1 7 - 2 0 , 1944 

S t i l l a t t h e same l o c a t i o n due s o u t h of 

A a c h e n , 4 m i l e s , and r i g h t n e x t t o a " J e r r y " 

r i f l e r a n g e . At a b e e r h a l l b e h i n d t h e r a n g e 

t h e 57 F.A. i s s h o w i n g m o v i e s . I went l a s t 

n i g h t . T/4 E r i c k s o n , t h e company e l e c t r i c i a n , 

c a n make German r a d i o s work by o b t a i n i n g a 

dynamotor from a J e r r y v e h i c l e t o r e c t i f y 

v o l t a g e s . We l i s t e n t o t h e news and t h e 

A m e r i c a n F o r c e s Network. 

I n t h e 3rd p l a t o o n B r a u d ' s new d e s t r o y e r 

has come up. "B" Co. l o s t a d e s t r o y e r , 2 

d e a d , 4 wounded r e c e n t l y . I t has been most 

u n c o m f o r t a b l e h e r e b e c a u s e of r a i n and mud. 

We have j u s t l o s t P i n e r o , gunner i n my 

v e h i c l e , — m i g h t need a t o n s i l e c t o m y . H i s 

t h r o a t i s bad and he has been e v a c u a t e d . 

S a n t i n o w i l l do t h e g u n n i n g . Y e s t e r d a y a 

d i v i s i o n a t t a c k was o r g a n i z e d . The outcome i s 

not known. The c l o s e s t town t o us i s BRAND. 

I w r o t e t h e same l e t t e r t o t h e t h r e e 

g i r l s y e s t e r d a y . I was t h i n k i n g of t h e l i e d e r 

I h e a r d on a German r a d i o . I r e c a l l e d a p a r ­

l o r and one of t h e g i r l s p l a y i n g t h e p i a n o 

f o r me. I t was a l l t r u e s e r e n a d e , t h e n I f i n ­

i s h e d t h e l e t t e r w i t h a p a r a g r a p h on t h e 

" s e r e n a d e " i n t h e a r t i l l e r y s e n s e of t h e 

w o r d . By t h e way, I had a good n i g h t ' s s l e e p . 

We have a new chap i n t h e Hq. s e c t i o n o f 

our company whose name i s J o h n s o n . He has 

been i n E u r o p e s i n c e D+10 and has been i n 5 

r e p l a c e m e n t c e n t e r s . He s p e a k s German f a i r l y 

w e l l and t h e C O needs an i n t e r p r e t e r . 

I was back on t h e o l d j o b t h e o t h e r day 

when I took t h e r a d i o out of our d e s t r o y e r 

and r e p l a c e d i t w i t h one w h i c h c o u l d keep t h e 

p l a t o o n i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h TFX. You s e e 

CCA i s made up of T F X + T F Y + R e s e r v e s , and i n 

some c a s e s b a t t l e g r o u p s a r e o r g a n i z e d f o r 

s p e c i a l m i s s i o n s . The f i g h t weeks ago a t 

C e r i s y L a S a l l e was one i n w h i c h ve were i n 

s u c h a t a s k f o r c e . I f e e l a b i t ashamed f o r 

a l m o s t f o r g e t t i n g t h e guys we l o s t . R i g h t now 

CCA i s o p e r a t i n g a l m o s t a s a u n i t . N e v e r t h e ­

l e s s I am not w i t h t h e r e s t of the p l a t o o n . 

We have a r a d i o w o r k i n g i n E g n o r ' s j e e p , and 

L t . H e nderson c a n c o n t a c t h i s o t h e r t h r e e 

TD's. TD 12 i s a l w a y s w i t h us and v e r b a l com­

m u n i c a t i o n g e t s t h e j o b done. E d i t o r 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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AN ALMOST WELCOME HEADACHE ! 

R e c e n t l y i t took a p h y s i c i a n s e e k i n g 

i n f o r m a t i o n about p a s t p o s s i b l e head 

i n j u r i e s , t o r e m i n d " C h a r l i e " B o r n s t e i n ( C ) 

of t h e s t o r y b e l o w , ( S e e , " I D i d What I Had 

To Do") Road B l o c k . I , 3+4, 9+12/90) 

" I t must have been n e a r P a d e r b o r n when I 

was s e n t t o a F r e n c h ( ? ) l a b o r camp. T h e r e I 

dug d i t c h e s on t h e s i d e of t h e r o a d w h i c h 

were f o r t h e German s o l d i e r s t o e n a b l e them 

t o e s c a p e from a l l i e d s t r a f i n g . One morning 

a s I was d i g g i n g , one of our p l a n e s d i d j u s t 

t h a t . I jumped i n t o t h e d i t c h f i r s t , and a 

German s o l d i e r who was n e a r me jumped on top 

of me. He l o s t h i s t e m p e r , h i t t i n g me on t h e 

back of my head w i t h h i s r i f l e . As he s t o o d 

up t o h i t me a g a i n , he was h i t by t h e b u l l e t s 

from t h e p l a n e . He f e l l on me p r o t e c t i n g me 

e v e n more. I l o o k e d a r o u n d l a t e r and t h o u g h t 

i t was w o r th my h e a d a c h e ! " 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

TROIS PONTS—A G A I N ! 

(See Road B l o c k I I , 3/1991 p.5) 

We had a n i p w i t h C l a u d e B a l l (B) i n 

Omaha. He had r e p l a c e d E r n i e S i l v a (B) a s 

p l a t o o n l e a d e r t e m p o r a r i l y b e f o r e "The 

B u l g e " . He s e n t t h e f o l l o w i n g y a r n t h a t y our 

e d i t o r i s w o r k i n g t o f l e s h out w i t h o t h e r 

p a r t i c i p a n t s of "B" Co. who saw a c t i o n work­

i n g w i t h t h e 82nd A i r B o r n e . 

"My p l a t o o n or s e c t i o n was a t t a c h e d t o 

an i n f a n t r y company of t h e 82nd A.B. a t T r o i s 

P o n t s t o keep German armor from c r o s s i n g t h e 

Ambl^ve R i v e r . I had t h e two or t h r e e 

d e s t r o y e r s f i r e "H.E." a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s 

a c r o s s t h e r i v e r so a s t o g i v e t h e enemy t h e 

i m p r e s s i o n t h a t we had a r t i l l e r y f o r s u p p o r t 

i n d e f e n s e of t h e town. The f i r i n g was unob­

s e r v e d w i t h guns a n g l e d s k y w a r d . I t must have 

worked a s t h e y n e v e r d a r e d t o t r y c r o s s t h e 

b r i d g e . " 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

IN A DEACON'S HEART ! 

( C o n t i n u e d ) 

"The column moved and i t seemed a s i f 

t r a i n s and l i n e t a s k f o r c e combat v e h i c l e s 

were a l l mixed up. " R a d i o s i l e n c e " was 

o r d e r e d , but b r o k e n when I h e a r d a f a m i l i a r 

v o i c e c a l l i n g , "Mark, where th e h e l l am I ? " 

I t was L t . F r a n c i s c o ( C ) . I t o l d him t o b u t ­

t o n up, t h a t he was somewhere t o my r i g h t but 

not i n v i e w . S e v e r a l m i l e s l a t e r I r e c e i v e d 

an o r d e r v i a r a d i o t o b r i n g my d e s t r o y e r s t o 

t h e head of t h e c o l u m n . Our f o u r d e s t r o y e r s 

b r o k e out and when we r e a c h e d La C h a p e l l e we 

were g r e e t e d by 3 or 4 o f f i c e r s i n c l u d i n g 

C o l . Yeomans whom I h e a r d had been t r a n s ­

f e r r e d t o a non-combat p o s i t i o n , but e v i ­

d e n t l y got h i s w i s h t o r e m a i n on l i n e . One of 

t h e s e o f f i c e r s t o l d me t h a t t h e r e w e r e two 

P a n t h e r t a n k s some d i s t a n c e f r o m o u r p o s i t i o n 

and t o t h e f l a n k of our c o l u m n , f o r w a r d and 

above u s . Accompanying him t o a s l i g h t l y 

e l e v a t e d p o s i t i o n , I c o u l d s e e t h e two t a n k s , 

one s i g h t e d i n o u r d i r e c t i o n and a n o t h e r 

n o s i n g out from b e h i n d , b o t h a l o n g s i d e an 

a p p a r e n t "L'Auberge" ( t a v e r n ) ! I r e t u r n e d t o 

my #1 and #2 d e s t r o y e r s , t o l d t h e d r i v e r s t o 

move s l o w l y , s i d e by s i d e up t h e r o a d t i l l 

t h e y r e a c h e d p a r a l l e l t e l e p h o n e p o l e s . Tony 

Ambrosia (C) was one of t h e d r i v e r s , S t o d d a r d 

one of t h e g u n n e r s . I s u g g e s t e d t h e 

d e s t r o y e r s use t h e r a n g e of 1100 y a r d s and t o 

f i r e t o g e t h e r a t t h e f i r s t enemy t a n k , t h e n 

do t h e same w i t h t h e s e c o n d . I t worked and 

b o t h Pzkw V's were knocked o u t ! 

We were t h e n t o l d to r o a d b l o c k a n o t h e r 

p o s i t i o n t o p r o t e c t from an a t t a c k from t h e 

n o r t h e a s t i n t o t h e town. I was t o s h a r e t h a t 

a s s i g n m e n t w i t h a p l a t o o n of t h e 22nd 

E n g i n e e r s under L t . Cunningham. I p l a c e d one 

of t h e d e s t r o y e r s on t h e r o a d . I n t h e mean­

t i m e we h e a r d some s m a l l arms f i r e from t h e 

d i r e c t i o n i n w h i c h our t a s k f o r c e was moving. 

At t h e r e q u e s t of t h e E n g i n e e r s I a s k e d f o r 

some a i r c o v e r o v e r t h e f i e l d s t h r o u g h w h i c h 

our column had p r e c e d e d u s . G r a d u a l l y h o s t i l e 

f i r e s seemed t o d i e o u t . My d e s t r o y e r was i n 

p o s i t i o n and s i g h t e d a German heavy t r u c k , 

e i t h e r an ammo or gas t r u c k coming down t h e 

r o a d toward i t , f i r e d a t p o i n t b l a n k r a n g e . 

The d r i v e r s were k i l l e d . 

S u b s e q u e n t l y we were t o l d t o f o l l o w t h e 

main body of our f o r c e where we met o t h e r men 

of our f o r c e under C a p t . S t a l l i n g s , who 

o r d e r e d me t o p l a c e d e s t r o y e r s on e a c h f l a n k . 

W h i l e t a l k i n g w i t h him, some m o r t a r f i r e came 

i n . We h i t t h e d i r t and came up u n h u r t e x c e p t 

b o t h of us had t o r n t r o u s e r s , however one of 

h i s men was h i t by a f r a g m e n t . 

T h a t n i g h t t h e TD crew on t h e r i g h t h e a r d a 

t a n k coming up from t h e i r r e a r . I t was a PZKW 

5 w h i c h e v i d e n t l y got p a s t our p o s i t i o n . I t 

s t o p p e d m o m e n t a r i l y a b r e a s t of t h e d e s t r o y e r . 

The l a t t e r ' s crew w a i t e d t i l l t h e Hun s t a r t e d 

moving and h i t i t from t h e r e a r . At d a y l i g h t 

we found t h e t a n k , but t h e r e were no b o d i e s . 
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E l m e r L a n g b e c k e r (A) I . B . W a g o n s e l l e r (B) 
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I n t h e same d a r k n e s s o v e r t o t h e l e f t 

of our p o s i t i o n , my T.D. crew h e a r d h o r s e s 

d r a w i n g heavy o b j e c t s and German b e i n g 

s p o k e n . I t was h o r s e - d r a w n a r t i l l e r y . I t was 

v e r y d ark and t h e s h o o t i n g was b l i n d , but my 

gunner f i r e d a t my o r d e r . A g a i n i t was not 

t i l l d a y l i g h t t h a t we went f o r w a r d w i t h some 

of S t a l l i n g ' s i n f a n t r y and found t h r e e b o d i e s 

and some a r t i l l e r y maps, wh i c h we r e c o v e r e d 

and s e n t to C o l . R o y s d o n . ( 3 r d Arm'd Div.-HQ) 

One of t h o s e dead s o l d i e r s had l e t t e r s 

from h i s w i f e i n P o l a n d . H i s w i f e c o m p l a i n e d 

t h a t he was a l r e a d y 43 y e a r s o l d , and t h e y 

had p r o m i s e d him t h a t he was g o i n g t o be 

r e l i e v e d and a b l e t o r e t u r n t o work h i s f a r m . 

H i s name was S t a n l e y M a l i n o w s k i (Ren) e x a c t l y 

t h a t of our f r i e n d i n our b a t t a l i o n . 

I had a New York f r i e n d who had t h e same 

name who was i n t h e army and s e r v e d i n New­

f o u n d l a n d . A l l t h r e e had t h e same h a i r c o l o r , 

h e i g h t and same f a c i a l a p p e a r a n c e . S t r a n g e 

t h i n g s h a p p e n . 

Moving f o r w a r d t o w a r d s S t . P o i s w i t h t h e 

t a s k f o r c e I was o r d e r e d t o t a k e a f r o n t a l 

p o s i t i o n a bout a m i l e a h e a d , a k e y r o a d 

b l o c k . The whole s e t u p had a l o n e l y f e e l i n g 

a b out i t , p a r t i c u l a r l y b e c a u s e t h e p l a t o o n 

was t u c k e r e d o u t . I was b u s h e d , and i t was 

d i f f i c u l t g e t t i n g a r o u n d i n t h e d a r k . B e i n g 

t i r e d meant t o be s u r e t h e r e were v e r y a l e r t 

men on g u a r d . 

D u r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g d a y , wq r e c e i v e d a 

v i s i t from C o l . S h o w a l t e r a l o n g w i t h C a p t . 

S m i t h ( H q . ) . I f e l t C o l . S h o w a l t e r would not 

t h i n k me i m p e r t i n e n t when I r e s p o n d e d t o h i s 

q u e s t i o n a s to what we n e e d e d , knowing we d i d 

not s t a n d a c h a n c e . 

"Can we have a 24-hour r e s t p e r i o d ? " 

He s a i d he'd s e e what c o u l d be done. 

Wh i l e we were t a l k i n g t h e r e was some 

enemy m a i l coming i n n e a r b y . As u s u a l I had a 

c i g a r between my t e e t h and i t went out a s we 

p r o t e c t e d o u r s e l v e s . G e t t i n g up I s c r a t c h e d a 

match and r e l i t . At a l a t e r d a t e , C a p t . 

S m i t h , w h i l e i n t r o d u c i n g me t o a n o t h e r 

o f f i c e r from a t a n k d e s t r o y e r g r o u p , t o l d him 

t h a t a p i e c e of s h r a p n e l had knocked t h e f i r e 

out of my smoke, and t h a t I c o o l y resumed my 

p l e a s u r e w i t h a m a t c h ! . I must have been t o o 

t i r e d t o r e a l i z e what had h a p p e n e d . 

I t was a t t h e s p o t of t h e s h r a p n e l e d 

c i g a r t h a t C o l . S h o w a l t e r t o l d me t h a t E d . 

M c l n t y r e ( A ) , had been k i l l e d and t h a t 

a n o t h e r "buddy", A l L y n c h ( H q ) , had been 

found d e a d b e s i d e h i s j e e p . 

Sopie t i m e l a t e r a f t e r a s t a y a t a h o s p i t a l 

i n T a u n t o n , I was t r a n s f e r r e d t o a R e p l a c e ­

ment Depot n e a r S a l i s b u r y . I w i l l a l w a y s 

remember t h a t one e v e n i n g a t dusk on t h e way 

t o mess h a l l , I saw a f i g u r e w h i c h l o o k e d 

f a m i l i a r , but I c o u l d n ' t b e l i e v e 

my e y e s . I t l o o k e d l i k e L t . Ed M c l n t y r e . Con­

t r a r y t o what I had h e a r d . I s l o w e d down 

and he c a l l e d t o me. So I r a n o v e r t o a s s u r e 

m y s e l f i t was r e a l l y E d , - - i t was! I t o l d him 

what I had h e a r d about h i s d e m i s e . He a s s u r e d 

me t h a t he was a l i v e , somewhat damaged, but 

a l i v e . Then I t o l d him about A l L y n c h and he 

a g a i n r e f u t e d t h a t r e p o r t . He had gone t o 

s l e e p one n i g h t i n t h e h o s p i t a l and woke up 

t o f i n d i n t h e bed n e x t t o him, of a l l 

p e o p l e , A l L y n c h . Here were two p l e a s a n t s u r ­

p r i s e s f o r me i n one d a y . The n e x t t i m e I saw 

Ed was hack i n t h e s t a t e s . A l and I w r i t e t o 

e a c h o t h e r a t C h r i s t m a s t i m e . "Len" Marchevka 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MY LACK OF RESPECT - I INHERITED I T 

I t was i n September of '42', 

I was f i n i s h i n g O.C.S. 

On t h e eve of g r a d u a t i o n -

T h e r e was a n g u i s h and d i s t r e s s . 

F o r t h i r t e e n weeks t h r o u g h summer h e a t . 

We'd s t u d i e d , s w e a t e d and g r o a n e d . 

And on t h e f i n a l F r i d a y n i g h t , 

A few among us moaned. 

I t was "Wash N i g h t " and e v e r y e a r . 

L i s t e n e d f o r t h e P.A.'s summons. 

E a c h man c a l l e d down t o t h e o r d e r l y room. 

Knew h i s c o m m i s s i o n w a s n ' t c oming. 

They'd h e a r t h e i r names w i t h a c h i n g h e a r t . 

Then b i d us a l l f a r e w e l l . 

The w a i t was l i k e p u r g a t o r y . 

The summons was pure h e l l ! 

So when I h e a r d them c a l l my name, 

I s t u m b l e d down t h e s t a i r s . 

P r o c e e d e d t o t h e o r d e r l y room. 

And saw t h e Commanding G e n e r a l t h e r e . 

" C a d et P a u l s o n " , he s a i d , " I envy y o u . 

Y o u ' re g e t t i n g a two hour p a s s . 

Your p a r e n t s a r e w a i t i n g i n a c a r o u t s i d e . 

Your m o t h e r ' s a s p e c i a l c l a s s ! " 

I c o u l d n ' t i m a g i n e how "Pop" got t i m e . 

I n '42 t h e y had no v a c a t i o n s . 

But I r u s h e d o u t s i d e and t h e r e t h e y w e r e . 

They had come f o r t h e g r a d u a t i o n . 

W e l l , we had our v i s i t , d r ank a few b e e r s , 

And I went back t o c h e c k i n . 
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The Company Commander was waiting for me. 

His face encased in a grin. 

"You're the first cadet that ever got a pass. 

And I have to tell you how I got it. 

It seems your parents were driving around. 

When this elderly soldier they spotted. 

"Soldier boy! Oh, soldier boy! please help ? 

Our son graduates tomorrow. 

We've been looking, but can't find him, 

Much to our great sorrow." 

So the soldier climbed in to show them the 

way, they talked and laughed a lot. 

The "Soldier boy" who led them here, 

was our own GENERAL SCOTT ! 

"Hap" Paulson (C) 
********************************************* 

HEY! THERE'S A "C" CO. T.D.! 

[_Frank Miller (A) put a newspaper item 

item in a letter you'll appreciate. The item 

had a picure of a "tank" turning in an inter­

section in Mostar, Bosnia where heavy fight­

ing was reported.] 

^Mmm -id sisB "The Bug House" 

15 Juin 92 

Hey Nate, 

"Where have we seen this sort of tran-

portation before? It is accurate right down 

to the extra treads and the pioneer tools. 

The turret is the only modification. I guess 

they added a "105" and put extra weight in 

the counterbalance- but essentially it is 

an "M-10"! 

NUMRICH ARMS, a concern here in Hurley, 

[N.Y.] grabbed all the tank destroyers in 

Europe after our war. I know the Numrich fam­

ily. The old man was a customer of mine. He 

told me he made $50,000,000 on those he sold 

to Israel. The Israelis modified them - used 

them against Egypt and Syria. The diesels 

were much better in the desert than gas-

driven tanks They put better grousers on 

them to give better traction. 

I never did find out what he did with 

the rest. He said he took all of them-

burned out-wrecked-they all make spare 

parts. 

Numrich makes Tommy Guns; he's been 

the sole supplier since WWII. Production on 

these has practically ceased as of '91. Too 

many had slipped through to wrong people. 

They've been shipped overseas and "sneaked 

back." 

********************************************* 

WE GREETED HIM IN OMAHA ! 

Great letter from Henri Rogister, 22 Rue 

du Progres, B-4032, Chenee-Liege, Belgium, 

dated " Le 3 juillet 1991". He was a guest of 

a "Spearheader" in Omaha in September. Our 

division and your battalion have sent him 

materials to help him satisfy his historical 

curiosity and urge to write. He spoke at the 

reunion banquet, expressing the gratefulness 

of the Belgian people for their liberation by 

the units of the division. 

Henri's fascination was stirred by the 

Road Block 11,1, 3,1991 p.8 yarn, "Repo-Depot 

Scribbling!" He is mailed our newsletter and 

volunteered a regular contribution. During 

June of this year he toured the village of 

Bihain with five vets of the 83rd Infantry 

Div. 

"One of them told me about the fights 

that took place in that village and he remem­

bers well seeing the PZKW-5 knocked out as 

well as a T.D., and that these were T.D.'s 

from the 3rd Armored Div. that were in sup­

port of his company. Those fights were con­

firmed by a civilian who was living in that 

village." 

Recall that yarn, "A Christmas to 

Relive" from John J. Balmes (A) that led off 

Road Block 4/12/1991. Henri remembered, as he 

read the lead paragraph, that Haynes W. Dugan 

(Div. historian) sent him the same info. He 

tried to check whether a plane had been shot 

down around the village of Herve, 12/24/1944. 

Henri's friend, Joseph Meurtens' letter of 

6/6/1992 replied and with Henri's translation 

and our editing the content follows: 

"Remember, dear Henri, that I am recall­

ing what I perceived as a ten year old. 

The Ardennes offensive was but a week 

old. The rail station at Herve was where ammo 

was dropped to be loaded on G.M.C.'s to go to 

forward areas from Verviers to Diekirch 

(Luxembourg). It was a rest area where troops 

were sent mainly from the Hurtgen Forest 

where the fighting was especially intense. 

The truck drivers were the "Cowboys of the 

Steering Wheel", climbing sidewalks and 

killing civilians. They were very tired, 

filled with fear, and at times, drunk. 

I collected a batch of shoulder patches 

that fell from the jackets going through the 

washing machine located near Albert I Square. 

At that time the Americans had their own band 

that used to play every night at the 
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" S t e l l a " , a h a l l down town. Herve was r e a l l y 

a g a r r i s o n town. M.P.'s d e l i b e r a t e l y s t i r r e d 

f e a r s o a s t o k e e p o r d e r . - - - - - - - -

I t h o u g h t i t was Sunday on a c l e a r d a y 

a b o u t a week a f t e r t h e gruesome m a s s a c r e of 

U.S. t r o o p s a t B a u g n e z . S u d d e n l y I was 

a t t r a c t e d t o t h e y a r d of t h e s y r u p f a c t o r y 

by t h e s p u t t e r i n g r i f l e and machine gun f i r e . 

M a t e r i e l t h e r e would be a good enemy t a r g e t . 

" G a r a n d s " and m a c hine guns on G.M.C. c a b s 

were aimed upwards when I saw a p a r a c h u t i s t 

above us who was g l i d i n g r a p i d l y t o w a r d s a 

meadow b e h i n d t h e r a i l s t a t i o n , t o w a r d s B o l -

l a n d , a h a m l e t of H e r v e . S u r e i t was a 

German, t h e f i r i n g k e p t on w i t h o u t a c c u r a c y . 

The p a r a c h u t i s t was p u l l i n g on h i s c o r d s t i l l 

i t a p p e a r e d t h a t he was h i t , but he may have 

a c t e d a s i f dead so a s t o hope t h e s h o o t i n g 

would s t o p . C o m p l e t e l y i n b l a c k , he d r o p p e d , 

and was c a p t u r e d u n s c r a t c h e d . 

S u r p r i s e d a s I was by s u c h r e l e n t l e s s 

f i r i n g from t h e A m e r i c a n s , I a s k e d my f a t h e r 

f o r an e x p l a n a t i o n . He r e p l i e d , 'The 

A m e r i c a n s a r e m e r c i l e s s and don't c a r e f o r 

a n y t h i n g s i n c e t h e y l e a r n e d of t h e Malmedy 

M a s s a c r e ! ' And I , a boy of t e n , f u l l y 

s h a r e d t h e i r a n g e r . " 

********************************************* 
SOMETIMES I T ' S HOW YOU LOOK AT I T ! 

HOW DID YOU ? 

HERE'S HOW THE O F F I C I A L HISTORIAN SAW I T ! 

(The German r e t r e a t out of t h e " B u l g e " 

J a n u a r y 1 3 , 1945 

" R e s i s t a n c e i n t h e zone of t h e V I I C o r p s 

c o n t i n u e d s t i f f e s t o p p o s i t e t h e l e f t wing 

a l o n g a l a n d b r i d g e between h e a d w a t e r s of t h e 

Salm and O u r t h e . T h e r e t h e Germans o c c u p i e d a 

f o r e s t mass i n s t r e n g t h w i t h c o n t i n g e n t s of 

t h e 9 t h SS P a n z e r D i v i s i o n moving i n t o s u p ­

p o r t a f a l t e r i n g 1 2 t h V o l k s G r e n a d i e r D i v i ­

s i o n . The i n f a n t r y of t h e [ U . S . ] 2 8 t h D i v i ­

s i o n s t i l l was f i n d i n g t h e g o i n g s l o w when 

th e 3 r d Armored D i v i s i o n ' s R e c o n n a i s s a n c e Bn. 

d i s c o v e r e d a network of back r o a d s and t r a i l s 

l e s s s t a u n c h l y d e f e n d e d . 

The "Recon" t r o o p s h a v i n g shown t h e way, 

t h e d i v . commander, G e n ' l . R o s e , e a r l y on 

J a n . 1 3 t h s e n t a combat command t o t r a c e t h e 

r o u t e , b r e a k out of t h e woods, and c u t t h e 

l a t e r a l h i g h w a y t h a t f o l l o w s t h e f o r w a r d 

s l o p e s of t h e P l a t e a u d e s T a l l i e s en r o u t e 

from H o u f f a l i z e t o w a r d S t . V i t h . A l t h o u g h t h e 

Germans s t i l l made a f i g h t of i t f o r towns 

a l o n g t h e h i g h w a y , t h e c u t by t h e armor 

e f f e c t i v e l y b l o c k e d t h i s l a s t major r o u t e of 

e s c a p e f o r German t r o o p s i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f 

H o u f f a l i z e . 

As n i g h t f e l l on t h e 1 3 t h , men of t h e 

V l l t h C o r p s c o u l d s e e t o t h e s o u t h l i g h t n i n g 

f l a s h e s of a r t i l l e r y p i e c e s s u p p o r t i n g t h e 

T h i r d Army. P a t r o l s p r e p a r e d t o probe i n t h a t 

d i r e c t i o n t h e n e x t d a y , e a g e r t o end t h e 

s e p a r a t i o n t h e c o u n t e r o f f e n s i v e had imposed 

between t h e F i r s t and T h i r d A r m i e s . 

G e t t i n g t h i s f a r had c o s t t h e V I I C o r p s 

a l m o s t 5000 c a s u a l t i e s , a h i g h but h a r d l y 

a l a r m i n g f i g u r e i n v i e w of t h e h a r s h w e a t h e r 

and t e r r a i n . A l t h o u g h f i g h t i n g a d e l i b e r a t e 

w i t h d r a w a l a c t i o n w i t h d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 

s k i l l , t h e Germans had l o s t s e v e r a l h u n d red 

more t h a n t h a t i n p r i s o n e r s a l o n e . " 

MacDonald, C.B., The L a s t O f f e n s i v e , Wash., 

D.C.: O f f i c e of t h e C h i e f of M i l . H i s t . , U S A , 

1 9 7 3 . 

HERE'S HOW THIRD ARMORED HISTORIANS SAW I T ! 

The Germans were not about t o back out 

of "The B u l g e " by J a n u a r y 1 3 , 1 9 4 5 . I t c o n ­

t i n u e d one of t h e most c h a l l e n g i n g a c t i o n s of 

t h e war f o r t h e "The S p e a r h e a d " ! C o l . 

Yeomans, l e a d i n g t h e 8 3 r d R e c o n n a i s s a n c e Bn., 

" a s t o n i s h e d h i s c o l l e a g u e s and t h e Germans 

when s e e m i n g l y s t o p p e d , he found a s o f t a r e a 

and moved s o u t h t o where h i s r o a d b l o c k s c u t 

th e H o u f f a l i z e - S t . V i t h highway." H e l d up 

t i l l t h e 1 6 t h , h i s men took Sommeraine, h e l d 

on and c a s u a l t i e s had been h e a v y on b o t h 

s i d e s . ( See S p e a r h e a d i n g , p. 19: Road B l o c k , 

I I , 1, 3/1991, 7-8.) 

HERE'S HOW THE 703RD H.Q. SAW I T ! 

J a n . 1 3 , 1 9 4 5 — I C [moved o v e r t o j o i n 

t h e 8 3 r d R e c o n . Bn. on 1/11.] d e s t r o y e d a Mk 

IV t a n k . One of i t s TD's out due t o mechan­

i c a l f a i l u r e . 2C [ w i t h T F K a n e ] f i r e d 22 r d s . 

of APC a t t a r g e t s of o p p o r t u n i t y from a p o s i ­

t i o n N.W. of Mont-Le Ban ( P - 6 3 8 7 8 9 ) . 

I B , w i t h CCB was on t h e a t t a c k t o w a r d 

Sommeraine ( P - 6 2 9 7 5 3 ) , r e p o r t e d 1 EM K I A by 

enemy a r t i l l e r y ( P - 6 4 4 8 0 4 ) . . 2B [ w i t h TF 

L o v e l a d y ] d e s t r o y e d one enemy AT gun. 

J a n . 1 4 . 1945-- CP's moved, B t o Hebron-

v a l and C t o B i h a i n . R e c o n . t o V i l l e t t e s . I B 

d e s t r o y e d 2 Mk V t a n k s i n t h e west edge of 

A v - T i l l e u l d u r i n g t h e a t t a c k on B a c l a i n . 
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Jan. 15, 1945— "A" CP moved to vicinity 

of Hebronval (P-632862). lA moved to join the 

83rd Recon. Bn.(Yeomans) on attack, and to 

set up road blocks. 

"B" CP moved near Lomre (P-641807). 1 TD 

of IB was hit by 3 rds. of enemy AT and 

burned while supporting TF Yeomans, but was 

able to destroy 1 Mk IV tank at (P-645753) 

before it was hit. IB reported 1 EM KIA by 

direct fire. 

2B destroyed 2 assault guns on Mk IV 

chassis that were moving from Cherain towards 

Baclain. 

Jan. 16, 1945— During the period T.F. 

Lovelady (with 2B) was detached from CCB and 

moved to CCA, to assembly area to reorganize, 

maintenance, and rehabilitation. 

2C fired 63 rds. at 3 enemy tanks and 1 

AT gun. 1 Mk IV tank was destroyed from posi­

tions near (P-645764). 1 TD of 2C was damaged 

by artillery fire. 

(From Summary of Operations, HQ 703rd TB 

Bn. 3 Feb 1945.) 

HOW DID YOU "MAKE IT" ? WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU 

AND YOUR CREW ? 

(Your editor writing on tf)e way to 

a hospital in the U.K. on 1^18-45.) 

lA was in reserve with C^A*at 703rd CP, 

while 2A was with TFY moving to our left and 

3A with TFX in the center. 2A lost Sgt. Leh-

men, killed when he backed his TD over a 

mine. T/4 Langbecker, his driver, had a per­

forated eardrum. 3A suffered from numerous 

ills due to exposure. Moody, a driver, was 

evacuated with a frozen foot. Sawaski, a 

replacement had a bad foot. 

I, in lA, was left at Trois Ponts in 

charge of the 1 1/2 ton trucks, the M-20, 

ammo and gas. The maintenance vehicles were 

with us. It was soft living. 

On the 14th, Lt. Henderson (lA) was 

called up to TF Yeomans with the platoon, and 

I drove his M-20. We were in position next 

day, and replaced Lt. Bugganer's (C) platoon. 

His TD wrecked a Pzkw V, but a round from a 

Mk IV had pierced his TD's side. Lt. Paul­

son's (C) plat was near by. lA was without 

Schutt's TD, then with 2A. Toma, lA's Platoon 

Sgt., was on furlough. O'Connor (A), a gun­

ner, had been hospitalized. We knew that 

Yeomans had taken Someraine. 

Lt. Henderson sent me over with instructions 

for the movement of Cook's (A) destroyer when 

either "Heinle" artillery or mortar fire took 

me out of it. 

(See Road Block. II.l. 3/1991, 8-11.) 

Our battalion was part of this important 

action that helped further weaken the enemy. 

HOW DID YOU SHARE IN IT ? YOUR CREW ? YOUR 
PLATOON ? Please tell us about it.' 

********************************************* 

THE FINEST OF GENTLEMEN 

Colonel William B. Lovelady, who led 

CCB. through Europe, keeps contact with our 

association. He called the other day. "I've 

about had it. But I never forget to love the 

703rd" ! In a letter from Claude Ball (B), 

(611 Willow ^Oak, California, MD, 20619), it 

was Bill who found and encouraged him to join 

our association. Ball came to "B" Co. after 

the fall of St. Lo. Sending him Road Blocks 

helped get him to Omaha to share the division 

reunion with us. He'd sure like to meet the 

men who were in Silva's "B" Co. platoon. Do 

you recall him? 

Col. "Bill" ought to get the good word from 

our members. He's at 250 Mounts Bay Court, 

Apt. 145, Longwood, FL 32779. 

******************************************* 

DOVERHAY DOWN 

There was a war to be fought, and so 

on the Christmas days, 1943, we were firing 

at Minehead, Somerset on the lower shores of 

England's Bristol Channel. Christmas day 

found Straub (A), Larry Gatti (A) and I among 

others on duty as most of the men had the day 

to themselves or to enjoy the hospitality of 

local residents. To our surprise, a few days 

later, the three of us were invited to dinner 

by Mrs. Marsh of Porluck, Doverhay Down for 

the very reason that we had not been free to 

enjoy the holiday. There were three children, 

a lad in his late teens, a daughter in her 

early teens and a boy of six or so. Here was 

the traditional English middle class, almost 

formal, a simple, silver elegance at the 

table, the heavy flavorful crust of the 

unjacketed potatoes, a small roast duck; 

waiting for another occasion, one remained in 

the tiny garden pool. It was a fine dinner 
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e n j o y e d i n r e s e r v e d , n e v e r t h e l e s s r e l a x e d , 

p l e a s a n t c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

I n 1937 Mrs. Marsh had been v i t h h e r 

husband a t t h e p o r t of Aden, a t t h e SW t i p of 

t h e A r a b i a n P e n i n s u l a , key i n t h e B r i t i s h 

M i d d l e E a s t . B e i n g p r e g n a n t s h e r e t u r n e d t o 

E n g l a n d t o be v i t h h e r c h i l d r e n . Her h u s ­

band's t o u r w i t h a s h i p p i n g c o n c e r n would be 

c o m p l e t e d i n 1 9 3 9 , but w i t h war h i s d u t y was 

t o r e m a i n a t h i s p o s t . I t had meant ov e r s i x 

y e a r s of s e p a r a t i o n . 

The n e x t s p r i n g t h e w o r l d knew of t h e 

v i c t o r y a t E l A l a m e i n , and I went on s h o r t 

l e a v e t o London. Young Marsh had me t o l u n c h 

a t E t o n . I was t h e honored g u e s t t o t h e r i g h t 

of t h e p r o c t o r . T h e r e was a t h i n s l i c e of 

meat, t h e few l e a v e s of l e t t u c e , t h e boys i n 

f o r m a l morning c o a t s . W h i l e a t t h e t a b l e , i t 

was not t h e s o n but t h e p a l e l i n e d f a c e of 

Mrs. Marsh t h a t came t o mind. To me i t was 

h e r b u r d e n , h e r b e a r i n g w h i c h showed me what 

our l o v e d ones might a l s o be s u f f e r i n g i n 

t h a t t i m e of w a r . E d i t o r 

7 0 3 r d Tank D e s t r o y e r Bn 

A s s o c i a t i o n 

P r e s i d e n t F r e d Hunt 

2447 W a l l i s S m i t h Ave. 

S p r i n g f i e l d . MO 65804 

M e r l e G o o d r i c h V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

10105 Grand P a r k 

San A n t o n i o , TX 78239 

I . B. W a g o n s e l l e r , T r e a s u r e r 

320 W. Walnut 

B o w i e . TX 76230 

F r e d Hunt, S e c r e t a r y t i l l 9/93 

2447 W a l l i s S m i t h Ave. 

S p r i n g f i e l d . MO 65804 

Deacon L e o n a r d Marchewka, C h a p l J 

511 Page Avenue 

L v n d h u r s t . NJ 07071 

E v e r e t t S t i t e s , L I A I S O N 

581 F o r e s t D r i v e 

R i v e r v a l e . NJ 07675 

Nathan G o l d b e r g , E d i t o r 

86 New E n g l a n d Ave. A p t . 50 

Summit. NJ 07901 

703RD ROAD BLOCK 

Nathan G o l d b e r g , E d i t o r 

86 New E n g l a n d A v e . # 50 

Summit, New J e r s e y 07901 

Dat e of I s s u e 

V o l . I l l 13 S e p t e m b e r , 1992 

F I R S T CLASS MAJL 


