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Our uni.t landed i n Normandy two months a f t e r the invasion, l\fhen we l e f t ^"n<^l-nH, 
we were slate d t o .join the 90th I n f upon a r r i v a l - which we d i d . This w-'S a-'out 
the time of StLo break-throut^h. We went ri=:ht i n t o a c t i o n with the 90th and ^^r-^nch 
2nd Armored Div. This was f a s t movim'; country and we took town a f t e r town u n t i l 
we ran i n t o hedp'e-rows and then J e r r y said - vou 'o no f u r t h e r . Ha. "^rank Oddo was 
f i r s t man h i t i n our u n i t (see p i c t u r e of him s i t t i n g atop of TD on pa?;e 101. Was a 
minor wound ^nd he was baf;k w i t h us i n two weeks. My * ' i r s t experience with wounds cam.e 
a few day's l a t e r . One ser-tion of TT s w i t h my j e e n and two armored cars were i n t h i s 
f i e l d dup i n waitinf; f o r orders. This was two nay's before t h e slaughter of Eal-^ise 
Gap. A s h e l l came i n , we h i t t h e ground. A TD man was next to me b u t he w''s slow, a 
metal s l i v e r went i n t o h i s arm a t his elbow, scraoned alonr^ h i s arm bone .-md rame o u t 
a t t h e w r i s t , I slapped sulspur on the wound, put on a banda>;̂ e and alone w i t h another 
man carried, him t o a medIc jeep. >ftien medics returned from a i d s t a t i o n , they t o l d 
me he almost bled t o death before they got there. (Ky bandar^e wasn't too s w i f t . ) 
S h e l l i n g continued f o r hours - I must have cracked under the s t r a i n because I q o t the 
shakes. Medic took me t o a i d s t a t i o n where Doc p:ave me some ammonia and made me l a y 
down. A f t e r one hour T was okey and returned t o my u n i t . Unknown t o us a t the time, 
the German 7th Army was t r y i n g t o escape throu^rh the gap which t h e i r troops held. 
This gap was about a mile wide, leading out of a v a l l e y about f i v e miles across. High 
c l i f f s were held by the a l l i e s on both sides of the v a l l e y . One side held by the 
A.usi & B r i t i s h troops and the other by the French and American troops. I t was a f i e l d 
day f o r aur a r t i l l e r y and planes. Our TD's set a t top of c l i f f and f i r e d o o i n t - b l a n k 
a t anyt.hing t h a t moved. SSG Land from New Orleans and h i s commander L t Reck. Their 
platoon went i n t o the v a l l e y a t the gap t o b o t t l e up some german u n i t s . Their platoon, 
(I).) TD's, one armored car and two jeeps knocked out about twelve eneny tanks (heaw) 
som.e assorted v e h i c l e s and captured many german s o l d i e r s . They recieved t h e DSC 
f o r t h i s a c t i o n . The engagement was a slaughter, the germans were helpless. They l o s t 
u n t o l d hundreds of tanks, a r t i l l e r y pieces, vehicles and thousands of dead. L a t e r , we 
went i n t o the '^ield t o clean up. Right i n the middle of the v a l l e y where no Amerif-^n 
s o l d i e r could have set f o o t (eccept mabey o r i s n o r s o f the "ermans), T found one dead 
American i n u n i f o r m , i n a s i t t i n g n o s i t i o n leaning-' a ^ ^ i n s t a tree stump withour l e r s . 
He had a Ml beside him ̂  could be t h a t he wps a "erman i n American u n i f o r m ) . One 
TD crew found two suitcases w i t h French Frans ('̂ 0 - 100 notes) i n a ^erman armored 
car. (A l a t e r count disclosed t h a t there was !î 6'5,O00 i n there s u i t cases). The crew 
kept t h i s money. One week l a t e r we were p u l l e d back f o r a r e s t j u s t outside ô " ^ a r i s . 
This money found i t ' s way i n t o everyones pocket through diee games. No one thought i t 
was good money because the German's p r i n t e d i t . We went i n t o Paris f o r a two day stay 
and had a b a l l (money WAS good). Weeks l a t e r , two agents from the Treasury Department 
showed up (so the s t o r y goes) and claimed money which wis l e f t . They got t)Li5,000. The 
government had t o pajr the '''Yench government $1^,000. My f i r s t n i g h t i n Paris was soent 
d r i n k i n g Champagne and y e l l i n g out t o the few remaining snipers ( HA HA , you missed m.e. 
There were a few die-hard Germans l e f t and they would f i r e from the roof-toos a t qny 
th i n g moving. Rut we were drunk and could -^ive a dam l e s s . HA HA, you missed me. 



DILLIMOEN 

This olace was a hn.qi't-hreaker. I t took time an^l many Ij.ves t o enter t'": i s cit''' 
and a f t e r we f e l t t h a t we had cracked the nut — we pull";out to head north f o r 
what was t o become known as "̂ he "^attle Of The •"•ulcre. 

A f t e r a f c t i ' l e r y supoort, we crossed the Saar at n i g h t only to be faced by the o i l l -
boxes i n the morning. Out Tank Destroyers f i r e d o o int-blank at the boxes t o no 
a v a i l . We would play hide and seek w i t h the J e r r y ^^nners by running out i n t o the 
open t o draw t h e i r f i r e while another TD would wait i n ambush to lob n s h e l l i n t o 
or near the s l i t . T h eir gun tube protruded out from the box several f e e t but t h e i r 
aimimg s l i t w^s several f e e t above t h i s tube. To f i r e a s h e l l Into t h i s s l i t was 
next t o impossible as we could get no more than say a thousand feet away. Vfith l u c k 
we could h i t the tube and put i t out of commission or spray the insides w i t h s t e e l . 
This proved td..'costly so a f t e r day's, Long Tom's were c a l l e d up (l55"#I w i t h tubes 
of about t h i r t y f e e t ) . These would f i r e p o i n t - b l a n k about a t''̂ :Ousand yards away. 
These s h e l l s would blow the boxes apart and at the same time, the boxes guns cnuld 
not reach the Long Toms w i t h any degree of accuratecy. Next came the one road leading 
i n t o the c i t y which was long ago zeroed i n by JerrjT f'Tortor and A r t i l l e r y . At the 
time of my crossing t h i s i n t e r s e c t i o n , s h e l l s were b u r s t i n g about every e i g h t seconds. 
I was the Comoany Commander's (Cpt W i l l i a m s ) d r i v e r a t the time. L t Moss was with us 
also. I timed the f i r e and dashed head on a f t e r the t h i r d s h e l l b u r s t ( b u r s t of 
three's) but J e r r y f o r g o t t o use h i s clock t h i s time and one b u r s t on the i n t e r s e c t i o n 
when I was about twenty f e e t away. I y e l l e d ( h i t the d i r t ) , slamed on my brakes and 
emergency and w i t h Jeep s t i l l moving, we jumped i n t o tVie r i g h t hand side d i t c h , '^wo 
more s h e l l s b u r s t , we jumped back i n t o the Jeep and took off, crossing the intersec+ion 
moments before another •^hell h i t . None of us were h u r t but many bodies and v e h i r l e s 
never moved from t h a t area. This went on f o r a great deal of time u n t i l out a r t i l l e r y 
counter f i r e destro:','ed t h e i r guns. Then i t was a matter of house to '^ouse, r-̂ om -̂o 
room. Vfe gave the i n f a n t r y cover from house t o 'lOuse but i t was uo t o th^m from then 
on. A dog-face would ler-3n out a window and p o i n t to us another window - we would "ire 
an HE i n t o room or w a l l and the dog-face would then '-o i n . We stayed there f o r about 
a week, moving s l o w t l y but s u r e l y when the word came, withdr-aw and regroup across the 
Sarr. I t d i d n ' t take long f o r the word of a break-throur^h un Morth. A l l of us f e l t , 
bad about leaving as many of our 'Yiend were k i l l e d there and we knew i t would only 
take a few more day's before we could clean the c i t y . I ^or one and many more thousands 
set booby traps f o r we wanted them to pay f o r our with-drawel. We set hand granedes 
under t o i l e t s ets, c h a i r s , beds, doors and even i n potato b i n s . ( I wonder how many 
krauts I alone k i l l e d ? ) One funny t h i n g which ivi-iiMA I took oart i n on t h a t l a s t day, 
(we had K-Rations) so the house which we were i n t h a t day was a r i c h house, f i n e 1 i n Ins, 
t a b l e wear, s i l v e r , e t c , etc. We set t h i s t a b l e w i t h the best of l i n i n , s i l v e r , wine 
glasses ( f i l l e d w i t h water) and had oixr^me-il i n s t y l e . A f t e r i t was over, two men 'ook 
ends of l i n e n , counted three, and tJiSilfe*̂  i t and contents through a b e a u t i f u l window i n t o 
c o u r t - y a r d , '"or two or three day's we withdrew, sm-^ll m i t s across the f e r r y and bridr'e 
at a time. The l a s t n i g h t , f i v e TD's and my jeep were l e f t on the J e r r y side. The TD's 
gave cover .for f e r r y (bridge was h i t ) . At t h i s time, the f e r r y was h i t , J e r r y j u s t 
found us out. The Engs rigged up another f e r r y and we got out. I t was no more than 
minutes a f t e r we crossed t h a t J e r r y layed i n a barrage which i f tlje were s t i l l there 
would have gotten us f o r sure. 

Our long forced march s t a r t e d f o r the North; and the ^UlfiE 
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This l i t t l e French V i l l a g e looked very peaceful, ^ne Bn of t h e 90th I n f were 
crossing t h i s large f i e l d . Just t o t h e i r rear was t h i s small d i r t cross-road 
where a l l of CO "A" TD's were parked, some on both sides of main road. VJe were 
s l i g h t l y higher than t h e I n f so we could look on and not only see them advance but 
could see t h i s v i l l i a g e . Then a l l h e l l broke loose. Mobtor f e l l on t o the I n f . 
They dug i n the best they could but the German f i e l d of f i r e was good - many I n f troons 
never g o t up t o advance another f o o t . Machine Dun f i r e swept the f i e l d . Our a r t i l l e r y 
and our TD guns opened up on the town anfl t r i e d t o l e v e l i t . Hortor f i r e st'^rt'^d to 
f a l l on us a t the cross roads. The German's knew t h a t they had t o knock us out ^ i r s t 
so t h a t they could stop the I n f . I was the CD's d r i v e r and the .1eep />/Jt^//>.^ o f f e r e d 
very l i t t l e p r o t e c t i o n so I w i t h a few others jumped i n t o some TD's. A TD top i s 
open u n l i k e tanks which are sealed. F i r e was heavy and I expected a t any moment f o r a 
s h e l l to drop down our necks. I stuck ray head out t o see what damage had been done when 
I saw the Company's motorcyle d r i v e r calmly seated i n my jeep. I jumped out of the 
TD and ran t o my jeep t o get him the h e l l out of there when a s h e l l h i t d i r e c t l y i n 
f r o n t sending a large piece of s t e e l i n t o h i s chest. Two medic and I p u l l e d him out, 
^ u t him onto a strecher on top of the medic jeep and sent him on his way. Another 
s h e l l h i t , the concussion knocking me down. The next t h i n g I knew, I was l a y i n g i n a 
deep d i t c h w i t h shallow water about I m i l e away, I was f u ' l y aware of my 0/^-^/ 
senses a f t e r having f a l l e n i n t o the water, I sat there f o r a few minutes and t r i e d t o 
f i g u r e i t our. I must have ran down t h i s d i t c h i n t e r r o r or shock and, f a l l e n , t h e 
water must have revived me. I was back t o my r m i t i n minutes and found t h a t they had 
moved across the road. My skipper (Cpt '-Jilliams) when he :''irst saw m.e t o l d me t h a t 
he. thought I had been k i l l e d . No need to say t h a t the v i l l a g e was taken - but w i t h 

^ l e a v y l o s s . Ovir mess Sgt (Sgt St P i e r r e ) and the cycle d r i v e r were best of f r i e n d s , 
;t was d i f f i c u l t f o r me t o t e l l him of h i s f r i e n d s death. 
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cr Ĵ' 

^ o 

o 2 

o "̂ ° 

-• 2 09 

D- a 

3 c 

O ni 

ro 
O 
< 

o i:^ 

'r̂  D-
w 3 

O 

3^ O 

W r-t 

cr 3 

o ~ 
2 = 
3 3 

3 
_. o 
,-5 ^ 

c 

3 • 3 
O w 

^ n 

3 ^ 
^ ^ 3 

g u 

H 3-Q 
o 

3 

r4 3 

u 
on 

o o 2 O r-f o 
o 1 

H 
a 

'Tl - l 
3 

w 
Q-
O 

n 
\j ^ 5- •̂  Q-

hi > n 
rt' 

o_ C rr 3' rt 
w~ m rt 

c a; '1 
rr 

nJ 
l\ rt rr 

o IT) 

•"2-
m 

—1 

D 

r r 
(-̂  

3-
O) 
rt 
O 

rt 
3 u 

O 
r-t 

O •t 

y 3 o 
3 

^ a 3 Q. 3 m n> 

Q_ O 
3 

D 
< 

3 o =i ^ ^ n r̂  n Q 
2 3 

o 5 
^ 9, ^- " 

n 2 ^ _ r) -1 m 
O rr <; w. 

M O 

*U r-t 

rt> i> 
O- 3 

ro M 3 

H 
T 

n 


