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,; Ari";. '' 773j7(l''Tank Destroyer Battalion(SP) . 

.-;;̂ ",A;|:v. •y:^vV.vAi>0 4 0 3 , U» S . army : • 
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SU B J E C T : Report'After,Oporations Against the E n e m y . 

' The Ad jut ant G e n e r a l , Army, War C o l l e g e , W a r D e p a r t m e n t , 
* . ' Washington^^25, D . C . , , 

'THRU: . C o m m a n d i n g ' G e n e r a l , X X C o r p s , APO 3 4 0 , U . S . A r m y . 

Commanding G e n e r a l , 90th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , A P O 9 0 , ' 
-. •.. U . S . Army.; 

1. I n complisnoe with Par 1 0 , AR 3 4 5 - 1 0 5 , as amended by Change 
3 dated; 9 March4^^943, the following>report is submitted: 

2 . • T h e information contained herein; has been extracted from 
the U n i t J o u r n a l of the 773rd T a n k Destroyer B a t t a l i o n . 

' 3 . Report After Operations'Against the Enemy - P e r i o d OlOOOlA 
December 1944 3 1 ? 3 5 9 A December 1 9 4 4 . 

_ • ' On 1 December Battalion {Fwd CP) located in B I R I N G E N , Germany 
Q(QI37909). Headquarters C o . located at S T F R A N C O I S (Q,063836), 
' F r a n c e . R e c o n n a i s s a n c e Company locations: H q p l t n , F L A S T R O F F ; 
1 s t , 3rd and Pioneer P l t n s , C o m ^ A N ; 2nd p l t n , DAlvIPONT FARI.S. The 
three R o n pltns reconnoitered for gun p o s i t i o n s ; 1st pltn in vicin-
-ity of E B T E R S D O R F , SEIDSDORF and HE.1/!ERSD0RF; 2nd pltn in vicinity 
'of E B ^ E R S D p R F and 3rd pltn on high ground W of FRB/fSRSDORF. 
A C o . - N o action; everything q u i e t . L o c a t i o n of pltns as follows: 
CP (Fwd): 171870} CP, (Rear) 158859; 1st pltn 166857; 2nd pltn 207676; 
3rd pltn 1 9 0 8 6 2 . B C o . i - CP and all pltns (less 3rd pltn) no change 
:3rd p l t n moved to a p o s i t i o n at Q,213849, and pltn leaders went 
forward on foot to secure gun positions for direct fire into B U R E N . 
P l t n t h e n went into position at 2 2 3 8 5 3 . Location.of other p l t n s , 
C P , 1st and 2nd p l t n s , 1 3 9 9 0 9 . C C o . - CP and 1st pltn located at 

;S.0NNENH0F' ( Q 1 8 9 0 8 9 8 0 ) ; 2nd pltn in FRElfERSDORF ( Q 2 1 2 0 9 0 2 0 ) . 3rd 
pltn moved from 18208975 and assembled at a p o s i t i o n just SE of 
M O N D O R F where t h e y waited for completion of bridge across stream so 
that t h e y might cross and establish r o a d b l o c k s in t o w n . W e a t h e r , 
c l o u d y and r a i n y . - .."'''•J ' -

O n 2 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs C o . no c h a n g e . 
'Ron C o . - A l l pltns remained in same p o s i t i o n s . No a c t i v i t y . 
•A C o . - T h e 1st and 3rd pltns remained in same p o s i t i o n s . A t 2030 
-hours, 2nd:pltn moved to GUERLFANGEN (188883) preparatory to 
assemblihg of company from position 2 0 7 6 9 ^ where they had received 
sporadic enemy artillery fire throughout the d a y . B Co (minus 3rd 
p l t n ) no a c t i o n . '^'At-1200 h o u r s , 3rd pltn moved to a position at 
P25857 in B U R E N . N o a c t i o n . C C Q . ' At a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1100 h o u r s , 
the 2nd pltn fired upon and neutralized six pillboxes across the 
river from F R E M E R S D O K F . U p o n request of C O , 359th I n f a n t r y , two 
houses suspected G i f ' b occupied by the e n e m y were also fired 
upon and destroyed* At 0 6 1 5 , the 1st pltn took up positions at 
19909055* At 0730 h o u r s , the 3rd pltn plus four .50 c a l . M G 
• sections t o o k up•positipns a t : 2 M G » s at 1 9 9 9 1 3 ; 2 M G ' s at 2 0 4 9 0 2 . 
, P l t n at-19859125..: Both pltns have commanding views of river and 
- valley/: •.2nd pltn at FREii([ERSD0BF received som^e enemy s h e l l i n g . 
,WecithQro,J.oudy/,and:^ra --i.s /.'':;> 

On 3 December,,Ron C o . - 1 s t , 2^d and 3rd R e n pltns alerted for 
movement-then taken off a l e r t . 2nd pltn lost bivoua» area to 
e l e m o n t s o f a F A Bn so new position was found in NEUNKIRCHEN and 
move m e n t made.there at 1610 h o u r s . No other c h a n g e s . A C o . - 2nd 
pltn moved to FUR^/i/EILER at 1000 hours and 3rd pltn moved to 
FURVJEILER at 1 1 3 0 . h o u r s . Rear CP moved from S C H W E R D O R F to F U R M L E R 
at 1 0 3 0 . A l l three pltns in assembly position doing cleaning and 
m a i n t e n a n c e . CP 220863; 1st pltn 168857: rear C P , 2nd and 3rd pitas 

\* .B-.,Co./,-^_Oompsn;y minus 3rd pltn no action, pltn in 



BUREN rooGivcd some a r w l l o r y f l r o , I'l.tn loader'' dQ rooonnQissQnoe 
In vicinity of 237856 and looatod positions f r o m w h i c h thoy could 
fire across the river in case such fire.) was n e e d e d . In the morning , 
five P W ' s wore captured after being driven out of a c o l l a r . 
C C o . - /At approximately 1100 h o u r s , 2nd'pltn fired on enemy pill-;'' 
boxes by request of 359th I n f . c o m m a n d e r . Enemy artillery still 
active in and around all p o s i t i o n s . 1st and 3rd pltn leaders 
r e o o n n o i t o r o d for n e w p o s i t i o n s . W e a t h e r , cloudy and r a i n y . 

On 4 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd C P ) moved from BIRINGEN (^137909) ' 
to FURV/EILER (170869) closing in at 1430 h o u r s . Distance travelled 
4 m i l e s . Hqs and R c n C o m p a n i e s , no c h a n g e , A C o . - remained in 
same l o c a t i o n . No a c t i o n . B Co.' - remained in BUREN with no a c t i o n . 
Remainder of company left B I R I N G E N at 1830 and-moved to FURV/EILER 
(171869) closing in at 1330 h o u r s , C C o . - No change in s i t u a t i o n , 

'no a c t i o n , but enemy artillery a c t i v e . V/eather, clear during the 
d a y , cloudy and rainy in the e v e n i n g . 

O n 5 D e c e m b e r , Hqs C o . (less S.-1 & S)-4 s e c t i o n s ) moved from 
ST F R A N C O I S to BIRINGEN ( q l 3 7 9 0 9 ) . R c n C o . - P l t n leaders reported 
to firing companies for m i s s i o n s . A C o . - At 0500 h o u r s , the 3rd 
p l t n moved from FURWEILER to RE H L I N G E N ( 2 3 6 8 7 5 ) . At 1000 h o u r s , 1st ; 
pltn m o v e d to 2 4 3 8 4 9 . At 1430 h o u r s , 2nd pltn moved to 2 1 9 8 6 3 . At 
1400 h o u r s , 1st pltn fired at eleven enemy pillboxes from ranges of 
1600 to 3000 y a r d s , but f i n a l results were not definitely known due 
to distance and poor v i s i b i l i t y . A l l pltns wore again subjected to 

'^^cavy enemy mortar a n d artillery f i r e , two M l O ' s of 1st pltn receiv-
• ing shrapnel d a m a g e . B C o . - 1st & 2nd pltns remained in FURV/EILER. 
Pltn leaders made a reconnaissance for firing positions along the 
SAAR R i v e r . Hqs pltn and 3rd pltn moved to I H N ( 1 7 8 8 1 0 ) , closing in 
at 1130 h o u r s . C C o . - At approximately 1530 h o u r s , one gun of the 
2nd pltn fired on house occupied by enemy across the r i v e r . R e s u l t s 
u n k n o w n . ^RE^^ERSD0RF continued to receive cneiny artillery f i r e . 
1st and 3rd pltns received heaviest artillery and mortar fire yet 
e n c o u n t e r e d . N o change . in p o s i t i o n s . At 1530 h o u r s , Colonel SPIESS,, 
Bn C O , presented 11 Bronze.Star Awards and 14 Pu r p l e Heart Awards to 
members of this b a t t a l i o n . V/eather, c l o u d y . 

On 6 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) moved from FURVffilLER to WALLER-
FANGEN (252818) closing in at 1530 h o u r s . T r a v e l l e d 13 m i l e s . -
R c n C o . - C o . CP moved from F L A S T R O F F to FURViEILER closing in at 1345 
h o u r s . No other c h a n g e . A C o . ' - No change in p o s i t i o n . A l l pltns 
were under enemy artillery and small arms f i r e , the 2nd p l t n r e c e i v 
ing the heaviest fire encountered to d a t e . 1st pltn fired at and 

^.^neutralized two enemy p i l l b o x e s . Visibility was fair in the after-
- .noon establishing a credit of 11 enemy pillboxes fired at the previous 

day by the 1st p l t n . "B C o . - No c h a n g e . Firing pltns were alerted 
to cross S A A R River as soon as bridge was co m p l e t e d . C C o . - A l l 
pltns plus the four .50 c a l , M G ' s fired over 15 minute periods at 
0806 h o u r s , 0 6 5 8 , 0923 and 1014 h o u r s , 1st pltn fired at ranges of 
900 to 1700 yards on 15 p i l l b o x e s , trenches and M G e m p l a c e m e n t s . One 
pillbox neutralized and numerous hits scored on all t a r g e t s . 2nd p l t n 
fired at ranges of 400 to 900 yards at 7 p i l l b o x e s , neutralizing 
three and scoring hits on' a l l . H E fire was also placed on two houses 
reported as having enemy o c c u p a n t s . 3rd pltn fired at ranges of 800 
to 1500 yards on 15'pillboxes qind trenches also scoring numerous h i t s . 
A l l pltns received some heavy enemy artillery and small arms fire 
during the d a y . At 1615 h o u r s , the 2nd pltn moved to O B E R E S C H , 
followed by the 1st and 3rd pltns at 1900 h o u r s . V/eather , c l o u d y . 

O n 7 December 1 9 4 4 , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs C o m p a n y , no c h a n g e . 
R c n C o . - Pltns remained i n a c t i v e . CP and 1st section P i o n e e r s , 
FURV.EILER; 1st pltn end 2nd Section p i o n e e r s , S I E R S D O R F ; 2nd p l t n , 
NEUNIOERCHEN; 3rd p l t n , COLt!iEN. A C o , - All pltns received enemy 
artillery f i r e . The 3rd pltn in position in R E H L I N G E N was on the 
receiving end of plenty of enomy automatic weapons and small arms 
fire zeroed in on all openings in houses near g u n s , 1st R c n pltn 
with 2nd Section Pioneers attached and located in S I E R S D O R F w i t h 

• C o , C P , B C o , - At 1 7 1 5 h o u r s , 1st and 2nd pltns moved to BUREN to ai 

vo-:. . . . - - 2 -



assembly p o s i t i o n , roady to oross SAAR R i v o r . No other change. 
C C o . - assembled in OBERESCH doing motor maintenance end o3.eaning u p . 
Wo a t h e r , cloudy and r a i n y . 

On 8 D e o e m b e r , Bn Hcis (Fwd C T ) , Hqs Co and R c n Co.., no c h a n g e . 
A C o . - No change except rear CP closod in w i t h forward CP at 
S I E R S D O R F . 3rd pltn again reodived enemy artillery f i r e . B C o . - No 
c h a n g e . P l t n s awaiting transportation across the r i v o r . C C o . - No 
c h a n g e . Vehicle and weapons maintenance c o n t i n u e d . W e a t h e r , cloudy 

" and,.rainy, ~ . V ' V : . ' ; •': -

On 9 D e c e m b e r , Hqs (Fwd C P ) , H q C o . and R c n C o . , no c h a n g e . ^ 
A . C o . - No change in pltn p o s i t i o n s . 1st and 3rd pltns were again 
on the receiving end of heavy enemy artillery f i r e , S g t W a r d , while 
returning to the 3rd pltn from the company CP d i s c o v e r e d one dead and 
two wounded infantrymen about 3O0 yards from the C P . They had e v i 
dently been trying to secure parts from a group.of wrecked v e h i c l e s , 
including one t a n k , two 6x6's and one l/4-ton wrecked by m i n e s . He 
evacuated the w o u n d e d , notified the CP and the unit to w h i c h the m e n 
b e l o n g e d . B C o , - At 1530 h o u r s , the 1st pltn moved to a p o s i t i o n on 
road leading to S A A R R i v e r 1000 meters E of I T Z B A C H . 'As of 2400 hours 
p l t n in same position because ferry was not completed for o p e r a t i o n 
as of that t i m e . C C o . - E9.mained in OBERESCH continuing maintenance 

..ar̂ d c leaning u p . W e a t h e r , c l o u d y , rain and c o l d . 

^ On 10 D e c e m b e r , A C o . - 1st and 2nd p l t n s , no chg.nge. The 3rd 
T5)ltn moved from REHUNGE]^! to S I E R S D O R ? under heavy enemy mortar f i r e , 

closing in at C o . CP at 1800 h o u r s , the radiators were pierced on 
one M i o by a very "close" o n e , L t . M i c h a e l s (Ist pltn R c n ) , 
L t . F i e l d e n ( R c n ) , R econnaissance C o m p a n y , six ELT 2nd pltn and four 
E M Hqs p l t n , C o , A , carried supplies and equipment and helped e v a c u 
ate the wounded at the ferry site under heavy enemy mortar and M G 
f i r e . B C o . - 1st p l t n , less one M I O were ferried across at 0400 in 

/ s u p p o r t of 1st B n , 358th I n f . on E side of S A A R R i v e r . Two M l O ' s 
bogged down in*the mud h a l f - w a y between ferry site and D I L L I N G E N and 

• could not be evacuated due" to enemy observation and artillery f i r e . 
One M I O on the west side of r i v e r , threw a t r a c k on road to ferry 
a p p r o a c h . H e a v y enemy artillery concentrations were received late in 

•the a f t e r n o o n . 2nd and 3rd p l t n s , no c h a n g e . C C o . - At 1600 h o u r s , 
2nd pltn and C o . CP moved to B U R E N . No other c h a n g e s ; balance of 

..company remained in O B E R E S C H . At 1530 hours , C o l . S P I E S S , Bn C O , 
• presented one Bronze S.tar and two Purple Heart awards to m e m b e r s of 
this c o m m a n d . V/eather, c l o u d y , rain and c o l d , . \ 

On 11 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and E^a C o . and R c n S o . , no . 
• c h a n g e . A C o . - At 1700 h o u r s , 1st pltn moved to p o s i t i o n at 
1 Q 2 6 0 8 1 5 . This pltn is part of a T a s k Force consisting of four TD's 
and five tanks that were to cross the S A A R River by ferry during the 

/ h o u r s of d a r k n e s s , but at 2400 hours they were still waiting to 
c r o s s . The 2nd and 3rd p l t n s , plus 1st R c n and 2nd S e c t i o n P i o n e e r s , 
received heavy enemy artillery shelling during daylight h o u r s . At 
1 7 3 0 , the pioneer section were employed in crossing and recrossing 
the river d e l i v e r i n g supplies and picking up w o u n d e d . B C o . - No 
c h a n g e . C C o . - At 1 3 3 0 , the 2nd pltn moved into BUREN w h i c h had 

. b e e n shelled heavily in the past 24 h o u r s . V/oather, cloudy and light 
r a i n . yiy-^K;::. . • 

•' •• On,12 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs C o . , no c h a n g e . 
R c n C o . - The 3rd pltn received m i s s i o n of carrying supplies for 

• 3 5 7 t h I n f . No other c h a n g e s . A C o . - The three firing pltns crossed 
the river and w e n t into the following positions in the vicinity of 

: P A C H T E N ; Ist p l t n , Q,253845, closing in at 1115 hours; 2nd pltn and 
.•forward C P , 0,252829, closing in a t 1700 h o u r s ; 3rd p l t n , Q 2 3 9 8 1 9 , 
closing in at 1730 h o u r s . No other c h a n g e s . B C o . - 1st p l t n , no 
c h a n g e . 2nd and 3rd pltns went into position on S A A R River road on 

vvNorth outskirts of WAIXERFANGEO^ and fired on suspected enemy CP's in 
D l i X I N G E N . At 1600 h o u r s , one M I O , 2nd pltn was ferried across the 

••river and it joined the column of T D ' s already stuck on the far shore 
- R e m a i n d e r of company awaiting crossing at Q,?49845. At 2400 h o u r s , 



3rd pltn still waiting at 246844 to make c r o s s i n g . Four M l O ' s of 
oompany bogged down on both sides of r i v e r . C C o . - At 1000 h o u r s , 
the 1st pltn moved from position in BUBEN and went into firing p o s i -
,:tion at 25008300 on heights overlooking the town of DILLIGEN. The 
'pltn was not called on to fire^rso they returned to their former 
position in B U R E N . At 1600 h o u r s , t h a 2nd pltn at N I E D E R L I M B E R G 
( 2 5 2 0 8 1 8 0 ) , alerted for river c r o s s i n g . At 1730 h o u r s , the 3rd pltn , 
(less 1 M I O ) located in B U R E N . No other c h a n g e s . At 1430 h o u r s , 
M a j o r G e n e r a l VAN F L E E T , 90th I n f a n t r y Division Commander presented 
2 Siilver Star Awards to Lt„ K e n n e t h C. Sutter and Tee 5 Ira J . 
Conklin at the battalion C P . W e a t h e r , c l o u d y . ; 

On 13 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs C o . no c h a n g e . 
R c n C o . - Hqs and 3rd p l t n , no c h a n g e . 1st and Pioneer pltn moved to 
W A L L E R F M G E N . At 1940 h o u r s , the 2nd pltn left N E U N K I R C H E N and 
reported to 357th I n f . H q s . to act as carrying party for t h e m . 
A C o . - 'All elements of company across river except rear CP and 1st 
R c n p l t n a t t a c h e d , located in WALLERFANGEN (2 5 4 8 8 1 4 0 ) . B C o . - Fwd 
CP in D I L L I N G E N , rear CP at I H N . 1st pltn with one M I O in support of 
35eth I n f . The 2nd pltn made river crossing at 1115 going into p o s i 
tion at DILLINGEN in support of 3rd B n . The 3rd p]tn also made c r o s s 
ing at the Same time going to P A C H T E N in support of the 2nd B n . 
C C o . At 1300 h o u r s , the company was alerted to cross the S A A R 
R i v e r . At 1345 hours the 2nd pltn had crossed and by 1500 hours the 

^ h r e e pltns had completed crossing and assembled in P A C H m i (25608460) 
^ t 1 6 3 0 h o u r s the company joined 359th Infantry at 2 5 7 5 8 5 8 5 , but 
situation warranted the use of only o n e , 2nd p l t n , w h i c h remained in 
support of the 2nd B n . The 3rd pltn returned to P A C H T E N . 1st pltn 
unable to use RR underpass at 25658587 end were forced to r e m a i n 
there for the n i g h t . Colonel S P I E S S , Bn CO, crossed the river and 
remained t h e r e through the 19th of December during which time he 
coordinated thj battalion attack on enemy pillboxes with the i n f a n t r y . 
M a j o r • G e n e r a l VAN FLEET presented 4 S i l v e r Star Awards to the f o l l o w 
ing m e n of the battalioh; ,Cpl James F . C u n n i n g h a m , Tec 5 S a m Schwaitz, 
•Pvt John E . M e l z e r , Pvt Gilbert C . K e r r . V\feather, cool a n d c l o u d y . 

On 14 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs C o . no c h a n g e , R c n C o . -
The 3rd pltn received m i s s i o n and acted as carrying party for 
357th I n f a n t r y . No other c h a n g e s . A C o . - CJj 1st and 3rd pltns at 
PACH.TEN ( 2 5 4 0 8 4 8 3 ) . 2nd p l t n located at 2 5 7 3 8 5 5 0 . Rear CP and 1st 
R c n pltn atchd at 2 5 4 5 8 1 4 0 . During the day 4 pillboxes were knocked 
out by the company* At 1900 hours the maintenance t r u c k loaded w i t h , 
supplies needed on other side.moved to ferry site for c r o s s i n g . 

O C o . - CP and 3rd pltn at 2 5 7 8 4 4 . At 0 7 3 0 , 2nd pltn moved in 
support of 358th I n f . to take one block on the E side of the R R 
tracks in D I L L I N G E N . The TD's were used to silence M G fire f r o m 
emp3.aced positions and to protect the infantry f r o m possible attacks 
by enemy a r m o r . The one p i l l b o x in this area was taken under fire 
by the 1st section at a range of 75 yards;immediately thereafter 19 
p r i s o n e r s , two wounded and three dead were removed from the p i l l b o x . • 
This enabled, the infantryito move in and take the b l o c k . T h i s w a s 
the first ground gained on the east side of R R t r a c k s , in the city 
of D I L L I N G E N . The section continued to fire into buildings on the 
bordering streets and silenced machine gun fire from t h i s sector.^ 
T h e 3rd pltn fired on enemy CP's d u r i n g the a f t e r n o o n . Results 
•unknown. The 1st pltn with only one gun in operation saw no a c t i o n . 
vC C o . - At 0900 h o u r s , 1st s e c t i o n , 1st pltn succeeded in moving 
through R R underpass and returned to P A C H T E N . 2nd s e c t i o n , 1st pltn 
joined 2nd pltn at 2 5 7 5 8 5 8 5 . The 2nd s e c t i o n , 1st pltn and 2nd plti 
fired on two p i l l b o x e s , houses and troops in area N E of check point 
206.'•• Houses were demolished but results of firing on pillboxes 
unknown at this t i m e . At 1500 h o u r s , positions were reconnoitered at 
26508390 for p o s s i b l e o c c u p a t i o n b y 3 r d p l t n . V/eather, cold and 
c l o u d y . 



On 15 Deoembor , W Hqa and Hq8 C o . no change' 'Rcn C o . CP at 
. FURVffilLER. lat and Pionoor pltns at W A L L E R F A N G E N . 2nd pltn at 
N E U N K I R C H E N . 3rd p.'i.xn at GOijVIENc 2nd pirn alerted for mission with 
357th I n f a n t r y , but taker, off slert at 2000 h o u r s . N o other 
a c t i v i t y . A Co^ - N o cJiarge xn p o s i t i o n s . Three pillboxes destroyed 
d u r i n g d a y . B C o . - After naving made a very.thorough reconnaissance 
the previous d a y , L t . McI'Tahon lead the 3rd pltn over the R R tracks in 
advance of the 2nd B n , 356th Infantry, whom, h': was s u p p o r t i n g . T h i s , 
was a coordinated attack between -cho 1st and 2nd Bns to move into.: 
the t o w n of D I L L I G E I N I . E a c h of • the four guns took a pillbox under ,-, ^ 
fire and kept them buttoned up while the infantry moved across the 
hazardous z o n e . They continued to fire at these pillboxes until t h e 
four of them were own by the e n g i n a e r s . Later in t h e day they 
knocked out a fifth pillbox on the left flank w h i c h was out of their 
zone but still firing on the infantry. T h e Bn Comdr of the support-

- ing infantry said that this was t.he fi,nest piece of w o r k he had ever 
seen by the armored forcef?. The one gun of the 1st p l t n fired its 
basic load o f ammunition at two pillboxes in the l a t Bn s e c t o r . A 
total of seven pillboxes were neutralized during the d a y . One T D , , 
3rd pltn damaged by running over an enemy m i n e . C G o . - The 3rd • 
pltn in coordinated attack with 1st E A ; 358th I n f a n t r y , brought 
fire on three pillboxes which commanded passages across R R tracks 
in D I L L I N G E N . E n e m y fire from these pillboxes s i l e n c e d . After 

• crossing R R tracks took enemy strongpoint in house next t o church 
under fire from one gun and neutralized it resulting in capture of 
8:enemy and 5 enemy d e a d , W e a t h e r , cold and c l o u d y . ' 

' On 16 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (lYid CP) and Hqs C o , no c h a n g e . 
R o n C o . - At 1825 h o u r s , the 1 s t , 2nd and 5rd pltns and p i o n e e r pltn 
crossed the SkI<R R i v e r to the vicinity of P A C H T E N to support A , B 
and C C o m p a n i e s . A C o . - N o c h a n g e . B C o . - 3rd pltn fired on a 
p i l l b o x as the infantry a d v a n c e d . T h i s pillbox was knocked out by 
shots that penetrated the 6-feet of c o n c r e t e . 2nd pltn relieved 
the 3rd pltn at 1400' h o u r s . Heavy enemy artillery fire w a s recaved 
by both p l t n s . 1st pltn remained in r e s e r v e . One c a s u a l t y s u f f e r e d . 
C C o . - N o c h a n g e . 2nd pltn fired 3 rounds HE on enemy troops; 
results u n k n o w n . W e a t h e r , cloudy to c l e a r . 

' ' ' On 17 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) no c h a n g e . Hqs C o . Battalion 
M a i n t e n a n c e S e c t i o n moved to W A L L E R F A N G E N . No other c h a n g e s . 
R c n C o . - CP moveEt to V/ALLERFANGEN. No.other c h a n g e s . A C o , During 
day destroyed two p i l l b o x e s . During the day a total of 39 rounds 
H E , 37 rounds A P , 17 T 1 0 5 and 1000 rounds .50 c a l , fired on p i l l 
boxes and t r o o p s , B . C o , N o c h a n g e , G . C o . - 1st and 2nd pltns 

do c h a n g e . The 3rd' pltn by request of 1st B n , 356th I n f a n t r y fired 
n enomy positions in factory district in D I L L I N G E N , and all enemy 

small arms fire f r o m that sector was s i l e n c e d . The officer a s s i g n 
ments were changed and the company commanders are as f o l l o w s : 
H q C o . Captain R I C H A R D ; R c n C o . C a p t a i n KELLY; A C o , Captain 
i,«a:LLIB,1S; B C o . Captain aiHARDT; C C o . Captain M A I D A . Captain 
PATERSON assumed the S-3 position in place of Captain BLOMQUIST who 
was injured and evacuated to a h o s p i t a l on the 15th of D e c e m b e r . 
V/eather, cloudy and c o o l . . 

A forward aid station was set up in the vicinity of P A C H T E N 
and imiiodiately started to function with Captain S I N G E R , S/Sgt 
Slutsky and T e c 3 Geisenhoffer treating wounded i n f a n t r y m e n , tankers 
and civilians until they were withdrawn on 22 D e c e m b e r . 
A Co.'- i F t and 2nd pltns moved to 2 6 7 8 4 4 . No a c t i v i t y , B . C o . -
1st pltn relieved 3rd pltn C C o , and now located at 2 6 9 6 4 2 . 2nd 

- pltn moved to 2 8 2 8 4 9 . N o other c h a n g e s . C C o . - the 3rd pltn moved 
back to CP in P A C H T E N . N o activity., During the period 13 to 18 
D e c e m b e r , inclusive , M a j o r MOORE., Bn Executive Of f i c e r , coordinated 
••moving supplies across river for the battalion and also visited 
positions of a l l f i r i n g c o m p a n i e s , Weather , cloudy and r a i n . 



On 19 Dccorabor, Bn H q 3 , no ohan^u Hqo C o , (less Bn M n i n t o n a n o o ) 
moved to WALlER^TMCEN c l o n m ^ i n at 1630 hours^ R o n C o , - 2nd and , /. , 
3r(i pltns alerted to move t o ^ E I R I N C M and OBEREaOH, r o s p e c t i v e l y . 
As of 2400 hours they were sbj.ll being f e r r i e d across the river. 1st 
pltn and pion e e r s remained v/ith A Co,, "^A. C o . - Ist and 2nd pltns m o v 
ed to positions in D I : L L I N ( J S N aj^d 3rd pltn moved to po s i t i o n North of 
P A C H T E N . NO other c h a r g e s C o o - Company alerted for move to 
BIRINGEN for c o u n t e r Q - u t a o k . At 2 4 0 0 hours company plus 3rd R c n pl t n 
atchd completed river crossing for move t o B I R I N G E N . C C o . - 1st 
pltn by request of infantry fired on pillbox and X ) ' d . s a m o . At 
approximately 1800 hours company left PACHTFJN, crossed r i v e r and. 
assembled at OBERESCH (15208950) by 23 3 0 hours,. At 1000 h o u r s , • ' 

'"Lt. Bookman was presented the Silver Star Award, by Major General 
V a n E L E E T , 90th I n f a n t r y Division C O , at the 358th Inf h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

-V/eather, cool ahd c l o u d y . 

• o n 20 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs C o . no c h a n g e . 
R o h C o ; , - 2nd and 3rd pl t n s . w i t h B and C Companies reconnoitered 
t e r r i t o r y to the N o r t h of' BIRINGEN and OBERESCH.. A C o , - C P , 26008500 
ist p l t n 25858499,, 2nd pltn 26998450., 3rd pltn 2 5 9 0 6 5 5 0 . Pioneer • 
pltn a t c h d at C P . Ist R c n pltn atchd with 2nd p l t n . Company 
remained in support of 90th I n f a n t r y Div in d e : ^ e n s e of DILLINGEN 
bridgehead. B- C o . - - N o c h a n g O i C o . located in BI R I N G E N . 
C C o . - No c h a n g e . C o . located at O B E R E S C H . V/eather; cool and 

• cloudy..,,;;, v.: •. _ . 

' O n 21 D e c e m b e r , Hqs (F^vd CP) no c h a n g e . Hqs C o . moved fromt 
W A L L E R F A N G E N to HALSTROFF closing in at 2100 h o u r s . R c n C o . -
COo CP moved from V/ALLERFANGEN'to FLilSTROFF ( 1 2 8 3 6 1 ) . The P i o n e e r 
pltn atchd to A C o . destroyed the following: 2 disabled MlO's at 
P A C H T E N , 2 - 2 ^ 6x6 (Chemical Company vehicles) and 1 75mm German-AT • 
g u n . T h e y prepared a bridge for demolition w h i c h was to be blown 

, by e n g i n e e r s . At 1600 hours , the Pioneers c r o s s e d the S A A R River and 
proce e d e d to FLASTROFF.-.The 1st pltn completed crossing the river 
by 1 7 0 0 h o u r s . A. C o . - " C o > remained in support of 90th Infantry Div 
in defense of DILLINGEl^. ' Alerted to the S A A R for w i t h d r a w a l . 
B C o , - Located in B I R I N G E N . P l t n leaders made a reconnaissance to : 
'the IT and N E in the'event of an atta c k . At' 1700 h o u r s , c o m p a n y 
moved to H A L S T R O F F closing in at 1800 h o u r s . C C o , - C o . continued ' 
reconnaissance to the .North. No other c h a n g e s . V/eather, cold aid 
light s n o w , ^ ' 

On 22 December,'Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) moved from. V/iiLLERFANGEN to 
HA L S T R O F F closing in completely by 1200 h o u r s . Heavy enemy mortar 

O l d artillery fire was falling in WALLERFANGEN while moving o u t . 
Distance travelled 1 5 - m i l e s . Hqs C o . - N o c h a n g e . R c n C o . - L t . ^ 
M i c h a e l s (1st p l t n ) still in P A C H T E N . He destroyed one 1/4T v e h i c l e ' 
due to inability to recross r i v e r , but the M G was s a l v a g e d . Lt,' 
Mic h a e l s end driver crossed river at 0200 hours completing all of 
company c r o s s i n g . 3rd pltn in R I T Z I N G making move with C C o . from 
.OBF.RES;GH. The pltn made a reconnaissance for gun p o s i t i o n s along 
line BUSEiTOQRFF to O B E R - T U N S D O R F , also line from L A U N S T R O F F , VJEIXING-
T O N and B U D I N G . A Co. - At P A C H T E N started crossing SAAR R i v e r at 

. 0 1 1 5 , The first two M l O ' s were crossed by a pu s h and pull ferry., At 
0530 h o u r s , seven TD'^s were across and also all of the infantry 
lea-^ing the rest of the TD's on their, o w n . Good s m o k e , a little 
s n o w , hard-working m e n and m e n w h o stuck to their•vehicles allowed 
them to get all vehicles across by 0930, except o n e 1/4T of 1st R c n • 
pltn which w a s stuck s o bad it could n o t be e v a c u a t e d . H a r d , s t e a d y , 

- work of M a j o r MOORE and Captain V / ILLI/\11S was a great help to all 
c o n c e r n e d . During the m o v e , from P A C H T E N to t h e ferry s i t e , h e a v y 

.artillery a n d mortar fire w a s received e v e r y w h e r e . The company 
•closed in at HALSTROFF at 1400 h o u r s . B C o . - C o . w a s alerted to 
move but remained i n present location at Ei\LSTR0FF. C C o . - By 1330 
hours company had assembbd in RIT Z I N G m o v i n g from OBERES.CH. 
R e c o n n a i s s a n c e to the n o r t h was continued. No other c h a n g e s . 
W e a t h e r , c o l d , ^ -'• , - . .v - : . -



" 6h .23 D o o o m b o r , Bn Hqa {F'A/d CP,) 'nid Hqs G o o no c h a n g e . 
R o n C o , - N o chant^o in position-. I'.dc pj tn rfoonnoitorod for gun 
p o s i t i o n s along t̂ i/.AF. "River from ivIECHYu-rM o,oivck to rJ\V;E,RarCR'F for A Co« . 
E n e m y machine gun fire heard aloiig eatr^b b a n k of r i v e r , S:i3. pltn , , 
mode a road '.rooonncisjanoe of roads'KlflOK .'lES S r S R K , S'VENDOR?. 
KIRCHNAllffiN, R I T Z I N G J OBER^T,A.LMEN and HAr^STKOE^ . T.he 3rd pltn' a t 

RITZING- made a reoonna:'..SFan'>e •6f the '-^rea V/ of MERZ-IG to F1TIE.N and 
area N o r t h of M O - . ^ C O R . ? , S I L W I N G E N to EII,ERrN("iE.N and FI'ITEN. 
4 C o , - N o c h a n g e . Coc- per:Cor.Tfid maintenance and cheeked shortages 
o f equipment., B-Gov Pi r.M leaders', made a rfcCon.aaissan:^e in RiISTROFF--: 

.KERSCH area for g u n poQitio,n£; while the ' S M R c n pltn.made a road 

.'reconnaissance. No other changes:, C C o . - R e c o n n a i s s a n c e , continued• 
to be made in C C o o ' s a r e a . Routes o f approach studied and probable 
gun positions s e l e c t e d W e a t h e r ,;;coldo^v 5̂^̂^ • 

" " • ' On 24 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hqs (Fwd C P ) n o change. Hqs Co,, - moved 
from H / L L S T R O F F to ELZA^fGF; closing' in a t 1930 hoursc R c n C o . - G o . CP 
moved f r o m FI^ASTHOi'T to H A I S T R O F F . The t h r e e Rcn pltns made a 
reconnaissance of r o a d s , bridges,, gun p o s i t i o n s , e t c o 1st section 
pioneers reported t o B C O o at HA.ISTROFF and e x p l o d e d German duds and 
swept vicinity for m i n e s , A Co , •- No change.- B C o . ' - At 1230 hours 
company moved from HALSTROFF t o E\E'NSD0RF closing in a t 1330 h o u r s . 
P l t n leaders made a reconnaissance for positions along a general line 
from M O N T E N A C H t o R I T Z I N G . There were very few good gun positions 
f o u n d , so a bulldozer was taken to the high ground East o f M A N D E R E N 

.j^yid two positions were dug i n , C Co,; - R e c o n n a i s s a n c e continued for 
'ri^outes and p o s i t i o n s . B y 1900 h o u r s , the 2nd pltn occupied previously 
dug in positions in vicinity of lAUNSTROFF- No other c h a n g e s . At 
1500 h o u r s . Colonel S P I E S S presented three Bronze S t a r s , two O a k L e a f 

• Clusters and nine Purple Heart Awards t o the following named m e n of 
this battalion: ; Bronze S t a r s : Captain LYM F« V.rr.LLIAJ.CS > ' 1st Lt • 
JOHN S H A R P , J R . , S g t J o s e p h T . H e k e l e ; Bronze Oak-Leaf Cluster: 
Sgt Anthony 0 ' S a v a g e , C p l Lawrence L . W o o d i e ; Award o f the Purple 
H e a r t : Sgt Merritt E . W a r d , S g t K e n n e t h 0 . H a p p e l , Sgt Herbert A . 
M a t r a n g a j T e c 5 K e n n e t h L . Osterhoudtj Tec 5 W e s l e y J . Koerner , 
Pvt_ Vincent L . R o u s s e l l , Pvt J e s s e , B . B r o w n , Pvt E v e r e t t V/ermager 
and'Pvt M a r i o n 0 . B a n k s . 
W e a t h e r , c o l d . 

' • O n 25 D e c e m b e r , B n Hq (Fwd C P ) and H q C o . No c h a n g e . 
R c n C o . - T h e R c n pltns continued on reconnaissance of roads and gun 
p o s i t i o n s . The Bn C P and R c n C o . were attacked b y enemy planes a t 
HALST'ROFF between 1 2 3 0 and 1300 h o u r s , but driven o f f with .50 c a l , 
M G Fire from both the C P and R c n g u n s . N o damage o r casualties 

f l t n o u g h one bomb dropped 100 yards E a s t o f C P . A C o . - N o c h a n g e , 
B . C o , - T h e pltn leaders reconnoitered for positions along a 
g e n e r a l line M O S E L L E River-FRECHTING-KIRCmAm'rEI^T-REIv-IELING and good ; 
positions were selected. C C o . - At 0930 the 2nd pltn returred t o 
R I T Z I N G having spent the night in position in vicinity o f L A U N D S T R O F F . 
No o t h e r c h a n g e s . G e n e r a l V M F L E E T , 90th Div C m d r , presented 
C o l o n e l S P I E S S , Bn C O , the Silver S t a r Award at d i v i s i o n headquarters., 
Vi(eather, c o l d . 

On 26 D e c e m b e r , Bn H q (Fwd CP) moved from H A L S T R O F F t o S T F R A N 
COIS:- closing in a t 1045 h o u r s . Distance travelled five m i l e s . 
Hq C o . ~ N o c h a n g e , R c n , A and B Companies continued reconnaissance 
for gun po-sitions and routes of a p p r o a c h . C C o . - C o , moved from 
R I T Z I N G to. ST F R A N C O I S closing in at 1 3 2 5 h o u r s . W e a t h e r , c o l d . 

On 27 D e c e m b e r , Bn H q (Fwd C P ) and H q C o . N o c h a n g e . 
R c n C o . - T h e R o n pltns remained i n a c t i v e . The p i o n e e r pltn prepared 
' bridges S.outh of S I E R C K (004938) for d e m o l i t i o n . C o . alerted for 
enemji aircraft a t 1150 hoursj a l l guns manned for the r e m a i n d e r of • 
d a y . At 1630 hours eight enemy planes were sighted and all M G ' s 
e n g a g e d p l a n e s ; some hits were.made but no damage d o n e , 
A C o , - P l t n leaders continued r e c o n n a i s s a n c e . C o , performed motor 
mai.riuenance. At 1715 enemy planes were fired upon w i t h all .50 c a l . 
M G ' s . B C o . - P l t n leaders continued r e o o n n a i s s a n o e . At 1715., nine 
enemy planes sighted over area and fired u p o n . C C o . - No q c t i v i t y , . 
no c h a n g e . W e a t h e r , c o l d . 



O n 28 D e o e m b o r . Bn Hq '^f'^wx R q . Co. no c h o n g e , 
R o n C o . - Pioneo-/ plbn ropoiv,ol t o B C o . ond prooceded to 025914 
whore they blew no."!e:3 vv.i.th T>''T t v r guu p o s i t i o n s , 0orap3etod mission 
• and reported bao)-: to .oo.'j-pa.My a t j.700 l u r s . The 1st aixd 2nd pltns 
reconnoitered arja oc-.-up.Led by ?v4th 'CD En and p."i.otted gun p o s i t i o n s . 
M o r t a r fire was oroouatured bj^ 2nci pltn a-o W O O H E R N . A C o . - No 
a c t i v i t y , coa-̂ iiii uer""'msj.:rte na.iiue B Co'- No activityc C C o . - P l t n 
leaders continued reoonnhls-D.ance to-the E a o t and S^outh of ST F R A N C O I S / 
No other changes , ' At •;.445 hour'-:, Golo.nel SPIE^'^S p r e s e n t e d six 
Piiple Heart AwarJy to t.'i.o following n e n ; Too 4 Clarence Ao R o y , 
Tec 5 "Frank I h l e n f e J d , l i . , P f c K a r t i n Ac H o l l i u c s w o r t h , Pfc Robert 
E b e r l y , i'fc; JcAi H- .Vor;r..ar and pyi-. Angelo J . P e n n a c o h i a . "Weather, 
clear and, c o l d • ..-•-/:''/v;;;.-;.;''/ 

''̂  On 29 D e c e m b e r , Bn Hq (Fwd CP) and Hq C o . No c h a n g e . 
R c n COo - H q . Pioneer and 3rd p.ltns remained inactive <, 1st end 2nd 
pltns made road r e c o n n a i s s a n c e , location of m i n e f i e l d s , road c r a t e r s . 
I n f o r m a t i o n placed on overlay and turned in to Bn H q , One m a n of 
Pioneer pltn was accbd to'B G o . to blow the bridge S o u t h o f S I E R C K 
if n e c e s s a r y . A C o . •- C o , took up positions of P l a n 1 at 1415 h o u r s . 
R e t u r n i n g at 1 6 3 0 . The Bn' CO a.nd Colonel TU.LLY, Ass't D i v i s i o n 
Commander J inapocted po?-'ltiona under P l a n l , "6 C o , - At 1430 h o u r s , 
t h e 1st and 2nd pltns occupied poisitions in area of 024961 and 
'085949, r e s p e c t i v e l y , in accordance with p l a n 1^ Further plans were ' 
made t o improve these positio.Tjs by b l a s t i n g , c a m o u f l a g e , e t c . 

( ^ o l , ; n e l S P I E S S and C o l o n e l T U I L Y also inspected these p o s i t i o n s . 
A t .l^'OO t h e (.'.o. CO went up in a L-5 plane to inspect forward area 
for t e r r a i n , dragon t e e t h , SA/iR River and to familiarize himself w i t h 

.town r o a d s . C C o . - "No c h a n g e . , V/eather, cold.' 

On 30 D e c e m b e r , Ba H q (Fwd CP} and Hq C o . No c h a n g e , 
R c n Co, .-̂  The Ron p.ltns mqde a reoon.aaissance of the area to be 
.occupied by the firing Qompaniea, The m i s s i o n was to locate (pin~ 
'point; O P ' S and relay stations.. 12 men were sent to e a c h firing 
company for assistance in camouflaging T D ' s . The P i o n e e r pltn was 
split into three s e c t i o n s , one to e a c h firlne; company to help d i g - i n 

, ; . t h e ^ a O ' P . progress was slow duo to the frozen ground and difficulty 
in obtaining t h e necessary amount of T N P . A Co. - At 1300 h o u r s , 
the 1 s t , End and 3rd pltns moved out and took up positions P l a n 1 . 
)No other chanp;e. ' B O b , - During the morning the pltn leaders picked 
exact .positions for p l a n 1,- A,section of the 2nd Ron p l t n assisted 
company in camouflage work= A section of the pioneers dug holes f o r 
all M l O ' S of tne 2nd p l t n . At 1400 hours order was received t o 

^ e x e c u t e P l a n Ij 2nd pltn occupied four posi tions,- 1st pltn three 
Opositlons , 3rd pltn no p o s i t i o n s . At 1630 hours the 3rd p l t n received 
- o n e ICIO and went into position 0 4 7 9 1 3 . At 2030 hours one mail 
.accidentally shot himself in the knee- whor.. getting cut of his M I O . 
C C o . - Pltns p.repared and occupied previously selected defensive 
positions-as follows: 1st pltn 12708560j 12508490; 2nd pltn 1 3 2 5 8 6 8 0 . 
13308595; 3rd pltn 1 4 0 0 8 4 0 0 , V/eather, cold and light s n o w . 

On 31 Decemb'v^r, Bn H q (F'̂ wd CP) and Hq C o . no c h a n g e . R c n C o . -
One section of 2n(3 pltn reconnoitered alternate gun positions of CP's 
a n d r e l ay .station?. -36 men of Rcn pltns sent to the firing companies 
to assist in camouflage of T B ' s . The pioneer pltn continued in 
blowing holes for hull-down positions of T D ' s . 1st pltn was sent out 

; : t o verify report of two enemy tanks at 120996 but found Ehem to be 
- f r i e n d l y and returned at 1600 h o u r s . A G o . - All pltns remained in 
• position and were du£;"in by the Pioneer p l t n . P l t n leaders made a 
reconnaissance o f routes t o positions for Plan 2 . The engineers 
swept for mines for 1200 yards o n a n old road leading to 3rd pltn's 
p s o t i o n s , B Co . J V - O O O remained in p o s i t i o n , no c h a n g e s . C C o . -
Bn CO and C o . GO, innj>^'-'bel gun positions , occupied in accordance w i t h : 
p l a n Ifl The Co:, CO and p,ltn leaders selected positions for P l a n 2 . 
NO ot.Uer c h a n g e s . V/eather, cold a n d light s n o W o 

T h i s cohcludes operations for the T)>_riod» 
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