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On 15 March 1942, the 806th Tank Destroyer Battahon composed of 
five companies, namely. Headquarters, " A " , " B " , "C" and Recon
naissance was activated at Camp Gordon, Georgia. The orginal cadre 
consisted of 33 officers f rom Camp V/heeler, Georgia and 37 enlisted 
men f rom the 638th Tank Destroyer Battal ion of Camp Shelby, Miss
issippi. 

We started our basic Tank Destroyer Training w i t h M3 Tank Des
troyers under the command of L t Col W i l l i a m H . Halstead, our f i r s t 
Battal ion Commander who assumed command in A p r i l 1942. Dur ing 
the spring and summer of 1942, we grew f rom a handful of officers 
and men to a Battal ion that numbered almost a thousand. 

On 2 October 1942, we moved to Camp Hood, Texas where we re 
ceived special Tanli Destroyer Training and where L t Col Walter P. 
Goodwin assumed command on New Years' Day. 

On the t h i r d of February, 1943, we started an Eastward Journey 
which we thought would end in Africa or at least England, but ended 
at Camp Rucker, Alabama. Our Detrainment at Camp Rucker was 
made at night during a heavy rain storm, through which we marched 
to our new home, next to the 81st In fantry Division Headquarters, to 
whom \vs were attached. Our bright new Tank Destroyer Insignia 
caused tlie "Wildcats" to real ly get w i l d ! 

Dur ing the month of A p r i l 1943, we received our MIO Tank Des
troyers and w i t h them we started to chew the roads around the camp. 
We were transferred to the 35th In fantry Division's control u n t i l we 
went to Tennessee for the Second A r m y Maneuvers. 

Dur ing the months of July and August 1943, we choked on the Tenn
essee Maneuver dust. While in Tennessee, we again came under the con
t r o l of the 8th Destroyer Group. Our f i rst association w i t h the 8th 
Group was but a few weeks just a few weeks prior to our departure 
from Camp Hood, Texas. 

We returned to Camp Rucker in September and moved into the 
former Tank Area. L t Col Howard Ayers assumed command on 8 
November 1943. 

On December 1943, exactly twenty one months after we were ac t i 
vated, we were reorganized and became a towed battalion. The re 
organization caused the disappearance of the Reconnaissance Company 
whose personnel were absorbed by the remaining companies of the 
Battal ion. 

Our present Battalion Commander, Major W i l l i a m C. Wilkes, as
sumed command on 19 February 1944. 
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T R A C K 
Event 

M E E T 
Winner 

100-Yard Dash 

200-Yard Dash 
440-Yard Relay 

(4-Man Team) 

300-Yard Dash 

Broad Jump (Standing) 

High Jump 

3-Legged Race 

Bull frog Race 
Shot Put t or Human 

Wheel Barrow Race 

Hop Skip Jump 

Tug of War 

Football Throw 

Softball Throw 

TOTAL SCORE PER CO.: HO. "A" "B"-



A U T O G R A P H S 
Battal ion Commander 

Company Commander 

Platoon Commander 

Firs t Sergeant 

Platoon Sergeant 

M y Buddies: 


